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EXPOSITION  OF  THB  tTTATK  OF  THE  NAVIOATION 
OP  THE  UNTTKr)  KIMlDOM. 

^^UUon  from  the  Sliip  Ownor*  uf  North  ShirltU  having  beM 
■ti>d  to  thi>  lloutff,  im  tbo  ^ib  of  April.  r4ini|iliiintti|^  v(  tlM 
Ali«nitiDiis  m-ffDtly  oMdc  In  the  Naviotioa  Lt«r>,  Mr.  IttiakitaiMi 
UM«k  txTDvion  tu  ^vc  notict^,  that  he  wimid,  on  an  rarly  daVi  vnln' 
iiilo  an  Kx|icMiiiitn  <tf  iJie  prrM*ril  Siaio  uf  the  NaviipituKi  (if  the 
Uaitad  Kingdom.    Aceordingly,  thU  dmj, 

Mr.  llvsKissoN  rooc,  and  spoke,  in  nubatance,  as  fol- 
lows :— 

Sir : — In  ihc  course  of  the  liut  session  (if  Parliunent,  the 
boDouniblr  member  for  Grniii}wun(l  *  fret^uetitly  tutk  occ»- 
Mfin  to  imlulgi:  hiinni'lf  in  ot-rt4iin  urncular  tliiiunciAticm*;, 
foreljoilin^  tliL*  nun  uf  tliis  cntmiry,  am  the  restult  of  tlie 
Cfnmnerda]  and  Foreign  Policy  of  the  Government.  At 
that  peritxl,  the  comiiicrcc"  of  the  country,  U  nuist  be  al- 
l.p       V      >^  at  U'a.Ht  Miflickntly  active,  and  iHe  demand  for 

1 M  Shijipin^  gruaUr,  [n-rhajxi,  than  had  ever  K-fore 

oocumxi.  Whether  from  ihcw  einttiiistiuieeftfOr  from  ihr 
■i4will  tone  of  myKtcry  in  which  the  honourable  nicudicr'a 

*  Mr.  BiibcrtMui. 
VOtl  Jtt.  B 
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IMo)^ 


ilvnunciations  were  ilelivcrcd,  they  did  not,  at  the  time, 
inuke  any  cunsiderable  impression,  fither  in  this  Ilouse*  ur 
uut  of  dut>rs. 

I  Recently,  however,  a  variety  of  Petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented to  Parliament,  from  persons  connoctc<l  with  the  Port 
of  Londou,  and  with  seveml  uther  cuiuiuerciul  towns,  ex- 
pressing their  apprclicnsions,  that  the  Shipping  Interest  is 
in  a  state  of  decay,  and  that  the  fimndiitions  of  the  pro^ 
perity  and  security  of  the  country  are,  in  consetjueiice, 
likely  to  l>e  undermined.  When  such  impressions  Imve 
bet^n  crealetl  in  quarters,  wliere  tlie  authority  of  l!»e  Peti- 
tioners, so  far  as  their  obstrvatioiis  go,  is  entitled  to  the 
greatest  consideration,  1  trust  that  no  apology  will  be  r<N- 
quisite,  for  churning  the  attention  of  the  House — or  at  least 
(»f  that  portion  of  it,  who  are  now  present — to  a  subject  of 
»ucli  vital  importance  to  tlie  uiaritinie  power  and  greatness 

'  of  the  country.  I  aiu  well  aware  of  tlie  reluctance  which 
honourable  gentlemen  must  feel  to  a  statement,  from  its 
nature,  necessarily  dry  and  tedious ;  but,  I  am  also  aware, 
that  the  matter  involved  in  it  is  of  too  niudi  iniportoncc 
not  to  demand  the  deepest  attentit^  ;  for,  if  the  fears  ex- 
preesed  in  the  petitions  on  the  table  of  the  liousc  be  well 
founded,  it  is  scarctly  necessary  for  me  to  say  tliat  tlie 
sooner  an  inquiry  takes  place  the  better. 

The  House,  Sir,  is  aware,  that  our  Navigation  Laws 
have  a  two-fold  object.  First,  to  create  and  maintain  in 
this  country  a  great  commercial  Marine ;  and  seamdly  (on 
object  not  less  important  in  the  eyes  of  statesmen),  to  pre- 

.  vent  any  one  other  nation  from  engtxisaiiig  too  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  navigation  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Acting  upon  this  system,  the  general  rule  of  our  policy 
has  been  to  limits  as  much  ax  }ioss)ble,  the  right  of  im]Kirt- 
ing  the  produrtions  of  foreign  countries  into  this  ivninti'Vt 
t'ithcr  to  ships  of  the  producing  country,  i>r  1o  British  ships. 


im.] 


or  Tin:  mrrrm  KmomNi. 


^ 


Thrrr  cerUJnly  hate  Ui-n  e^<T|>l»m«   to  tH«  firt^iml 

but  H  u  the  hniiul  principle  u}xin  which  tla*  luvig^. 

tJiNi  tfHtem  of  tliii  country  vu  found<?d  ;  and  it  u  uh^-iMB^ 

rtiukt  thr  nuitivra  ftir  adn^linf:  that  Avst^tn  were,  Rrvt,  tliat 

pttrtirwi  tif  thi»  i*aiT>-iftp  ir»dr  of  fbrcifpt  emmtriM  ni 

not  (U*riilvc  f(i  ItritHh  ^Ki|vpjnjf  xlxiuSd  h^  diridrd,  u 

)ually  iks  pottiMe,  smoni<at  tfie  nthtv  mnntime  fUlia» 

knd  my  cngroMed  by  any  unr  of  ihmi  in  particular  i  ofid 

•erondW*  that  courtrif*cntfTlainm)j  rrlationn  of  rommoToc 

with  thtH  rovmtr> ,  itnd  nut  |M>HMTMin^  shipping  uf  their  own, 

^'rikokild  c«|iort  tht-fr  |>rrKluee  to  Kny^and  in  Rridah  nhrpic 

aly»  hvttffui  of  cinplnyinp  the  veHvi<i  of  wit  ihird  pfmi-r. 

But,  vhi^n  I  ntutv  that  the  fimt  object  of  our  Navif^titm 

vs»  to  (Tvatr  and  uphnlil  u  great  ooiumcrcial  mu- 

I  think  I  may  add,  «ithoo1  fcnr  of  coiitradiethm,  that 

k(|^prt  could  niit  harp  lin-ii  r/TcrtcYl  mirly  liy  ncgulnlinna, 

or  pntiiiltiiion«,  howcvrr  judicioualy  dcviaedL 

The  cady  true  and  durable  foundation  of  a  large  c«imfMr- 

cial   marine  is  to  be  laid  m  the  means  of  affbrdmg  to  it 

^liBBefieial  nnployWent.     Without  uicli  einployiniTit,  wltli- 

jU  in  fihort,  rxtmafvc  cmmnrrcr,  and    great  cnjiital,  lo 

aastxnn  and  hitigoratr  that  roinmercc,  no  lawi,  merely  prtv 

trctivc,  will   n\-ail.      WhatevLT,  therefore,  contributeft   to 

cxlrml   the  gnieral  eonimence  of  the  country  must,  inci- 

dcBtaity,  I  may  ahno«t  say  dfToctlvi  contrilnite  aim  to  Im- 

pnm  and  etUriHi  its  navigation.   These  two  great  rlcnnents 

■  onr  |iowrr  nml  wealth  arr,  of  necessity,  closely  and  inli- 

'triatdy  conm-ctnl.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  interests 

ixr  ahrayn  identified.     I   know  they  are  not  ao.     I  know 

full  welU  that  e\xTy  thing  which  interferes  with  the  free- 

l^kum  of  commrrce  \*<  more  or  lesft  diaadvantageoun  to  the 

'capitaU  which  an*  employed  in  it.     I  am  remly  to  admit, 

I  cmxistcnt  with  tliis  general  principle,  that  the  reguhb- 

tinn«»rnur  Navigation  Systean,  howeviT  wlutary  tliey  may 
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i^.bc,  niuat,  more  or  less  act  as  a  restraint  on  that  frectloni 
'  commercial  pursuit,  wliicli  it  is  desirable  should  be  open 
those  who  have  capital  to  employ.  I  am,  however,  at 
the  same  time,  bound  to  &ay,  that  those  regulationR  arc 
founded  on  the  first  and  paramount  law  of  every  state,  the 
highest  ground  of  political  necessity,  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding for  our  own  safety  and  defence ;  the  necessity  of 
[  being  pre|iared  to  afford  security  to  our  numerous  colonial 
possessions  scattered  throughout  all  the  seas  of  the  world ; 
tlie  nei'essity  of  protecting  the  different  branches  of  our 
widely  spread  conunerce,  against  all  the  risks  attendant  on 
a  state  of  war ;  and,  lastly,  the  necessity  of  presening  our 
.pendancy  on  the  ocean,  and  thereby  sustaining  the  high 
station  in  the  rank  of  nations,  which  that  ascendancy,  more 
than  any  other  circumstance,  has  given  to  this  country. 

Entertaining   these  opinions,  I  am  as  ready  as  any  man 

can  possibly  be,  to  say  that  it  is  our  duty,  on  all  occasions, 

to  look  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  this  State  necessity ;— and 

jhat,  whenever  the  interests  of  commerce  and   navigation 

» cannot  be  reconciled,  the  feeling  which  ought  to  l)c  upper- 

[  most  in  our  miuds  should  be, — (I,  Sir,  have  no  hesitation 

I  in  stating  it  to  be  my  feeling) — that  the  interests  of  Com* 

merce,  iu  all  such  instances,  ought  to  give  way,  and  those 

of  navigation  to  have  the  preference. 

I  trust  tliat  I  have,  in  this  brief  statement,  now  placed 

myself  fairly   before  the  House.     And,   if  the   meuaurcs, 

recently  lulopted  by   his  Majesty's  Government,  have  laid 

^tliis  country  open  to  the  danger,  with  which,  according  to 

ame,  it  is  threatened,  certainly  I  have  imposed  on  myself 

light  tusk,  in  attempluig  to  vindicate  and  defend  those 

measures. 

I  liegin  with  laying  it  down  as  a  general  position,  tiiat, 
fill  looking  to  the  interest  of  the  Slii[)-owner,  wc  ought  not 
lo  cnuup  commerce  beyond   the  degree  which  stale  nece^ 
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idty  rcquirefl  for  the  }init4'<'tum  of  our  navi^nitinn.  I  »oy 
that,  ApAii  from  the  nmsiiliralioDs  ujkmi  which  tlu*  Nnvi^o- 
tioo  Laws  wmv  fuuniled,  wf  arc  hound  not  Ui  doprcM  one 
branch  of  industry,  in  order  to  give  undue  encouragement 
to  uinthcr. 

The  questions,  therefore,  which  wc  hnvr  tn  cnnnidiT,  vx 
the«e— - 

Pint :  whether  ttie  Alterations  which  have  bcvn  mode 
in  the  ny»tcm  of  our  NavigAti<m  Ijiws  have,  or  liavc  not, 
exposed  the  g^eat  puhlic  interests,  for  the  support  of  which 
that  Kystem  was  eslAblisficd,  to  jeopardy  and  luuord  ? 

.V«w)»*d/y  ;  whether  those  alti^ratlons  ore  such  iw  to  have 
placed  any  particular  I)nincht*;*  of  the  Ship]jinp  inti'r\*^t  nf 
the  coantry  in  a  situation  of  difficidtv.  such  u»  tn  nititK? 
them  to  spocific  consideration  ? 

Thirriftf ;  whether,  in  the  alterations  which  have  l>cen 
adoptf^.  Ids  Mjijiiity's  (iovernment  liave  Ikvii  netunted  by 
a  men*  graluitouit  desire  to  make  ex|K*riuient!i,and  to  try 
the  effect  of  innovation ;  or  whetlier  tlioae  altfraticms,  even 
if  attendetl  with  sonic  inconvcnii-ncc  to  particular  interestH, 
vere  not  called  for  by  cimniiKtanoL-s  in  order  to  obviate 
grrater  inconvenience,  which  mifiht  have  arism  l*>  the 
general  hitercst,  if  we  had  rigidly  perMtttc<l  in  the  course 
whii^  we  fonncrlv  pursued  ? 

Now,  Sir,  liefore  I  join  issue  M-ith  those  who  call  in 
question  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  the  alterations 
which  have  been  niade  in  the  systetn  of  otir  navigatiiw 
laws,  the  House  will,  perliaps  permit  me  shortly  to  recall 
lo  their  recollection  the  principal  outlines  of  tliat  Hyfitein  ; 
—a  course  which  is  neci>ssaTy,  in  order  to  mark  more  dis- 
tinctly llic  alterations  which  have  been  ntade  in  it- 

The  Great  Charter  of  the  Navigation  System  of  this 
c3oa&try  is  the  act  of  the  twelftli  of  Charles  the  Sw^twid. 
The  different  modes  which  tliut  act  providetl  for  the  en- 
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coura|*ement  of  shipping,  may  be  arranged  under  the  fiee 
ibllowing  lieadtt:—- 

Fitsty  the  FUfteries.  The  ocean  is  a  common  field,  alike 
open  to  all  the  people  of  the  earth.  Itsproducliuns  belong 
to  no  particular  nation.  It  wns,  therefore,  our  interest  to 
take  care  that  so  umch  of  tho^e  productions  as  might  be 
wanted  for  the  consumption  of  Great  Britain,  should  be 
exclusively  procured  by  British  iniUistry,  and  impiirted  in 
British  ships.  This  h  bo  simple  and  reasonable  a  rule,  tliat,' 
in  this  part  of  our  navigation  system,  no  alteration  what- 
ever has  been  made;  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  will  ever  bo 
contemplated.  li  i 

The  seamd  object  which  the  Karigation  I^iws  liad  in 
view  was  to  give,  to  the  shipping  of  this  country,  eniploy- 
inent  in  what  is  called  the  Coasting  Trade.  AVhiii  those 
laws  were  first  psHsed,  that  trade  was  confined  to  England 
only,  but,  since  we  have  become  legislatively  united  wilii 
Scotland  and  with  Ireland,  it  has  embrac^xl  the  whole  of 
the  Britisli  Islands.  In  this  important  part  of  our  policy 
also  there  appears  to  Iw  no  motive  fur  alteration.  I  shall, 
therefore,  dismiss  it  with  a  tingle  observation.  The  law, 
in  this  respect,  remains  unchange<l,  and  will  remain  un. 
changed,  so  long  as  we  have  a  desire  to  maintain  a  great 
commercial  marine. 

The  third  object  of  our  Navigation  System  was  the 
European  Trade.  The  rule  laid  down,  with  regard  to 
that  trade,  was — that  the  ^hips  of  the  other  states  of 
I  Eurojjc  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  bring,  from  any  port  in 
£urofM?,  any  article  of  Kuropean  production,  with  the 
[excejilion  of  certain  articlcR,  since  known  in  trade  by  the 
name  of  the  "  enumeratt'<l  articU-s."  Thev  amount  in 
number  to  twenty-eight,  and  inchide  those  eonimoditie:> 
which,  being  of  the  most  bulky  nature,  eui]>loy  the  greatest 
qtuintity  of  shipping.  With  rc«pect  to  tiiese  ^*  enumerated 


LCrtiHeft,**  the  excrplinn  woAthio^that  Uiev  «lMi4tkl  uul  be 

ibrouji^C  to  our  )Mrt«  in  any  ivther  than    Uritifth  f4tip%  or 

I  of  the  ciTunlry  in  wliich  thvy  wnv  jmitlufwl,  proetvd- 

Itug  Umiily  fnini  mich  cinaMrjr  to  ihin.    ThU  «nw  tlw 

IgcBcnl  mate  of  the  lav«  in  <re*pevt  to  Kuro|iviM  Cuin- 

merre,  fiEoxu   the  time  uf  itH  enaetmcnt,  in  the  twelfth  td 

Charfeft  the  Scomfl,  down  to  a  rctvnt  fNTiod.     ItA  pn>> 

fviiiuiitt,  however,  wcro  inore  rip>rou»itti<lcxc1uifiv«Uivardii 

ficiUand  and  tliv  Lnw  CoutKric^.     l*lu*  n*^ilAtiocM  of  that 

peiibd   wt're  uot  fnuiRti  merely  fur  the  pri'AurvaUtfn  msui 

raouuraji^ctncnL  of  our  own  cimmu'nv,  hut  alnci  to  wuikcn 

ithc  powrrfiil  m&rineof  Holland.     Guidfd  by  thift  poLicv* 

oor  uiKu.-8torN  uppliwl  raon.'  atverc  nuiuiiivfl  towftr<it   thr 

Duitfh,  Uuin  tiK  V    thcKi;>ht  nt€Civiry  lovnrds  any  oihrr 

,r^  In  thi»  9pirit  it  was  tikui  litey  probihiiMl  ihr  im- 

ioo,    gGOerally,    c»f    ilic    prtKluctitiito  of    the   other 

ilrivft  of  EurofM  fruiii   (iolUtul ;  innKruii  of  confining 

ittot  pn>hibition  to  the  tweiity-^iglit  cnuini!rate<l  drticU-s. 

■  The  fourth  object  of  our  Na%'igatifrti  Syvtrni  waa  lo 

[rvif^late  our  etnnmerce  tpiih  Jsia^  AfrU-n^  ^**^  Amtfrira, 

Th«  niloof  law  on  thU  heocl  wv,  (hut  ii»  urtich',  ilic  pro- 

I  dooc  of  cHhtT  tif  tiioAt:  ihrw  i|iittrl*,T»  of  the  );LoIks  ^Iwiuld 

br  fdkiwvd  to  be  broufcht  into  an  En^lirtli  fx>rt,  excq>t  in  a 

firiti«h  sliip. 

•Thtijipkand  liut  |>artof  the  8yflAein  of  our  Navigation 

Laws  reUted  to  our  CoUmum,     The  prinoiplo  on  which  wc 

looted  towanU  ihoM*  Colonics  wiwMrictly  to  confinr  ihcm, 

rait  matters  of  tnidr«  tn  on  inlerrtiurx-  v\\h  thv  MotliiT 

^Cblintry.    They  were  not  idlowiil  t(»  di»)ioM*  of  any  of  tlirir 

pmdiKSe,  Atherwitte  than  hy  atnidin^  it  in  Hriti!ih  \cshc-U  to 

thi<t  country.     'Hioy  wen*  cipially  rcntricled  froai  receiving 

.  any  articini  necensary  foi*  ihoir  cou^mmption,  cxcc-pt  from 

'duaoouirtry,  utid  in  Briti&li  bottotiis. 

This  I  apprebcfuit  in  a  fair  i^innmary  of  the  main  fiouit« 
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of  encouragement  to  the  Shi|»ping  InttTest  of  Great  Britain, 
anti  of  repression  of  the  shipping  of  other  states,  aimotl  at 
by  our  Navigation  laws,  as  those  laws  existi»d  from  tlie 
twelfth  of  Charles  the  Second  down  to  the  year  1783.  In 
mentioning  this  latter  period,  I  advert  tr>it  now  a»  llie  conu 
niencement  of  that  miglity  change  in  the  state  of  the  world, 
the  foundation  of  which  had  been  then  laid  in  the  progress, 
and  unfortunate  issue,  of  the  AmericAn  war.  Uut,  befons 
I  state  what  that  change  has  been,  so  for  as  relates  to  Na. 
vigation  and  C-oramercc,  I  shall,  {X-'Hiaps,  be  permitted 
briefly  to  notice  some  of  the  circumstances  which  had  pre- 
pared the  way  for  this  calamitous  contest : — the  result  of 
which,  as  I  shall  shew  presently,  rendercti  the  revision  of 
our  navigation  system  a  matter  no  longer  of  choice  but  of 
necessity  ;— <i  result,  which,  in  its  conaequences,  in  less  than 
lialf  a  century,  has  dragged  after  it  nearly  tlie  whole  colo- 
nial system  of  the  Old  World. 

Sir,  the  war  which  began  iu  the  year  1756,  commonly 
colleil  the  Seven  Years^  War,  was,  strictly  speaking,  so  far 
ad  relates  to  this  country  and  to  the  llourlwn  gtiveraments 
of  France  and  S^min,  a  war  for  colonial  ])rivileges,  colo- 
nial claims,  and  colimial  ascendancy.  In  the  course  of  that 
war,  Dritish  skill  and  British  valour  placed  in  the  hands  of 
this  country  Quebec  and  the  Havannali.  By  the  capture 
of  these  fortresses,  Great  Britain  becxune  mistress  of  the 
colonial  destinies  of  tlie  Western  world.  Wliat  uso  we 
made  of  our  successes  in  that  ijuarter,  I  will  not  now  stop 
to  inquire. 

But  if  the  proceedings  of  the  Government  of  this  countrv, 
after  the  peace  of  176g,  be  closely  examined,  we  ahall  find, 
that  many  of  the  causes  which,  ten  years  afterwards,  Ktl  to 
the  unfortunate  rupture  with  our  then  colonies,  now  the 
United  States  of  America,  may  be  traced  to  otir  unseason- 
able attempts  to  enforce,  in  Uieir  most  rigid  and  cxclu&ive 
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niu*  Colonial  and  Narigation  Sytlttm*  Evrry 
%U  every  prtilkxi.  every  remooilnacr,  afcoinat  the 
iifipi— ilir  tNodency,  and  vcxatiixn  anuMjuence*.  of  that 
i^stcm*  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitanu  of  New  Ktkf(land,— > 
every  Icnipentc  eflin-t  made  by  tluiii  U>  ubtahi  mmot  itight 
lelaiatioa  of  the  Iramiucb  that  sliackUxl  their  dinpoMon  Co 
■  mtfftge  in  commercial  cnterprijEe»— wcr»  only  uiet«  on  the 
part  of  the  Briciah  Govcmnicnt,  by  a  ounsiant  wiwiwAin 
of  new  lawv,  enfurcing  still  more  niiCbcim  wgiilalinfi 
framed  in  a  )>ptrit  of  «t)U  more  vaiiUoUB  iuteifamee. 
One  imitaiMsc  of  the  chamctcr  of  that  Ir^nhuion  will  bo 
•uffident ;  and  I  give  it^  as  a  alif^ht  upt'cimtu  of  tlu-  csoou 
■airual  jealousy  which  prevailed  in  our  C-ouncriU,  in  rdb. 
fence  both  to  the  colonics  and  to  Ireland. 

A  tlup  from  our  American  pooM^an^  hMkn  with  their 
produce,  was  stranded  on  the  oofwt  of  Iri'liui(L  It  will 
'  Batitrally  be  ffii]ipo8ed,  that  the  car^  was  landtil,  ami  thi- 
•hip  repaired,  m  lliat  cuunlry.  No  aucU  thing.  The  law 
oompcllcd  the  owners  to  «end  another  KngliWi  aliip  fruiii 
fiagland,  for  the  puqjcMo  of  brincnug  away  the  cargo  :— 
I  Qtfgo  which,  not  imprntial)ty,  nilght  then  be  wanted  in 
the  Ihsli  market,  and  which  woi*,  |K?rlut|Ns  deatinud  ti>  be 
oltimatcly  consumed  there,  id'tiT  having  Uvn  trana^ippnl 
in  a  |iurt  of  that  cmmlry,  landed  in  an  Knglish  port,  and 
again  rcMihip{iitl  to  Ireland. 

This  is  a  naniple  of  the  real  grievance«  under  which  our 
J^BOican  colonies  laboured.  Such  a  ulaU*  of  law  could 
not  fail  to  engfudcr  great  dissatisfaction,  and  mudi  iuart^ 
burning.  U  is  gcneraUy  belieircd,  that  the  attempt  to  tax 
our  American  colonioH,  without  tlieir  canatnt*  waa  the  sole 
•.  of  the  sefiarution  iif  thiMc  Colonies  fn>m  the  mother 
try.  But,  if  the  wliolc  tiistory  ol*  the  |HTiod  between 
car  176d  and  the  year  1773  be  attentively  examined, 
1, 1  tliink,  be  abuudantly  evideul,  thai,  liowcvcr  the 


10 


STATE  OF   TIIK   NATIGATfON 


[MAy 


attempt  Ut  taxntion  niiiv  have  contribiitet!  somewhat  to 
hafiU^n  the  explosion,  tlie  train  hud  been  Ion*;  laid,  in  the 
severe  and  exoi^peruting  eHbrts  of  thi«  country,  to  enforce, 
with  inopportune  and-  increasing  \igour,  tlie  strictest  and 
inoBt  annoying  regulations  of  our  Colonial  and  Navigation 
Code.  Every  petty  adventure  in  wliich  the  cxtlonists  em- 
barked, was  viewed,  by  the  merchants  of  this  country,  and 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  that  day,  as  uii  encroachment  on 
the  conunercial  incmopoly  of  Great  Britain.  The  ])rofe«- 
sional  subtlety  of  Lawyers,  and  the  practical  ingenuity  of 
CuBtora-housc  Officers,  were  constantly  at  work,  in  niinii^ 
lerin^  to  llie  jealous,  but  mistaken  views  of  our  &ea^i)ortR. 
Blind  to  the  consequences  eWwhere,  they  persevered  in 
their  attempts  to  put  down  die  spirit  of  commercial  enter- 
prize  in  the  peojJe  of  New  England,  until  tliose  attempts 
roubcd  a  very  different  spirit ; — that  spirit  which  venturwl 
to  look  for  |x>iitical  independence  from  the  issue  of  a  buc- 
cesaful  rel>ellion. 

The  result  is  well  known.  The  country  found  itself 
engaged  in  a  civil  war.  That  war,  in  ith  pn>gresi>,  in- 
volved us  in  the  greatest  difficulty  and  embar raiment.  It 
was  termuiated  by  submittiag  to  humiliatioiMi  such  as,  I 
trust  to  God,  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  will  ne\-er  again 
be  exposed  to. 

America  was  not  the  only  part  of  our  dotiiinions  in  which 
we  were  called  to  pay  the  penalty  of  humiliation.  Ireland, 
towards  wliich  we  hiwl  acted  in  the  siune  spirit  of  commer- 
cial jealou!»y  as  towards  our  iVuterieaii  c4jdonie8»  took  ad- 
vantage of  our  difficulties,  and  refused  any  longer  to  hold 
her  indui»try  and  trade  subject  to  our  system  of  exclusion. 
To  the  Parliament  and  Volunteers  of  Ireland,  we  ha*l  also 
to  capitulate.  If  the  capitulation  was  niurtil'ying  to  the 
pride  of  England,  fortunately  it  neither  c4Hti[iromrsud  our 
huuour,  nor  involveii  tiny  coiux-v&iuu   bcyoud   what  vnls 
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strictly  a  cMit  <tf  justice  to  Ireland.  The  hcneftu  at  our 
CUHnmcrdal  and  Navif^ation  System  wlTl'  exttrnditl  t<i  h«iv 
She  was  pvnnitUid  tu  trade  dine t  to  tiie  (kilonin,  and 
phKCfl  rathiir  upoti  ttw  foutio;;  of  a  partiUT  than  tliat  u(  a 
def^iettdont,  »n  the  cxjnccnKof  thi*  RritiiJi  iinjiirr. 

If  I  have  gone  into  t}ji&  detail,  I  luivc  duuu  Mis'ticvausc 
it  appoorBd  to  me  nereMary,  as  Iteariofr,  in  a  {leculiar  mnn* 
ner,  upon  the  qimtioo  now  buforu  the  Uouie.  The  inunc 
<lkBte  lesson  which  I  draw  fnim  it  in  this— tliat  it  i«  a  |uirt 
of  political  wisdom,  whi-ft  daiigrr  is  fun-stvn,  ru>t  Hupiiiuly 
to  watt  for  iu  ajipruacht  but,  as  Car  as  possihlr,  to  lake 
timely  measurvs  for  its  prvvcntion. 

TIm  peace  with  Acuerica  gave  the  first  groat  blow  to  thi< 
Nsvigation  Syston  of  this  country.  Tbcru  had  now  ariw-n 
an  mteiiendent  dtatc  in  the  New  World.  Our  cotonie»  hod 
ibag|bt  for,  and  had  taken,  a  station  in  the  rank  of  nationii. 
liny  had  now  jnterrNis  in  navigutirko  u*  Attend  tis  and  a 
ooouneroe of  tlu^r own  t*j  prcju-ci.  It  tlienfons  heoune in>- 
peraliTc  on  this  country,  unlfw  we  were  pivfiared  In  irlin- 
qidnh  all  trade  with  America,  to  confnnn  to  circumstanoca; 
It  WAS  impossible  for  us,  in  this  new  Htate  of  things.  In 
enforce  the  syKtem  of  our  Navigation  Laws,  which,  until 
thai,  we  had  so  rigidly  insisteil  ti|«xi.  That  part  of  tho 
systern  which  pnnUlal,  lliat  none  nf  thr  productions  of 
Aiis,  Africa,  or  Anierii^o,  should  Ix'  inijHirtMl  into  rjigloiul, 
cxcvpt  in  Hritidi  vessisla,  could  no  longer  be  adhered  to. 

After  the  ]ieaee  ol'  17HS,  and  before  the  General  Con- 
gfMs  of  Aineriea  had  ostablibheil  that  syi^tent  of  gi>vcni- 
OMllt,  under  which  thepvopUof  thcUnite<ISiau-stwtw  livev 
— «  work  which  watt  not  cuinpluted  until  die  year  1787,— 
saeh  of  tlw  dtffi'rmt  Stales  then  oompoidng  the  l^nicm, 
w»  at  liberty  Ui  act  indi-|>fnili-ntly  of  the  others,  in  niatt4-r« 
reiating  Iu  itA  tnulc  with  rnrejgn  eoiuitrics.  Aocordingly, 
uluaw4  every  State  c%labl)shcd  u  diflcreut  rule  of  coninicrcial  • 
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intercourse  with  this  country.  The  general  ohhracter,  how- 
ever, of  tlieir  legiKlation,  was  cimeeivecl  in  a  spirit  of  jk-cu- 
liar  hostility  (not  unnattiral,  perhaps,  so  soon  after  the  ex- 
asperation excited  by  civil  dtscortl)  against  trade  with 
Great  Britain.  In  some  of  thcise  states,  indeed,  British  mer- 
chants were  prohibited  from  trading  with  them  altogether: 
in  others,  heavier  duties  were  specifically  imposed  upon 
British  merchandize;  and  in  all,  a  devire  was  nianifcstcd 
to  give  a  decided  preference  to  the  goods  of  other  coun- 
tries. I 
This  state  of  things  continued  until  the  year  ITS?* 
when  the  General  Congress  met*  ami  one  uniform  system 
of  commercial  policy  was  laid  down.  Hy  that  system,  a 
heavy  blow  was  ainit:*d  at  the  Navigation  of  this  country. 
It  was  resolved,  that  all  foreign  ships,  trading  lo  America, 
should  pay  half  a  dollar,  which  was  afterwards  raised  to  a 
dollar,  per  ton  duty,  beyond  what  was  paid  by  national 
ships.  And  further,  that  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels 
eJiould  pay  a  duty  of  ten  ]K;r  cent.,  over  and  above  what 
was  demandable  on  the  same  description  of  goods  imported 
in  iVmerican  vessels. 

This  system, — in  the  adoption  of  which,  the  Americans 
had,  in  a  considerable  degree,  followed  the  example  of 
their  Knglish  ancestors, — was  likely  to  become  seriously 
prejudicial  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  this  country. 
The  proper  authorities,  therefore,  set  about  considering 
what  was  to  be  done  in  order  to  counteract  it.  The  Hoard 
of  Trade  had  recourse,  for  advice,  to  the  most  eminent 
merchants  and  practical  men ;  and  various  projects  were 
aLarted  on  the  occasion.  One  plan  proposeil  to  give  a 
bounty  on  all  goods  exported  to  America  in  British  ships. 
Another,  to  impose  a  duty  on  all  articles  carried  out  of 
this  country  in  American  ships.  A  third,  to  retaliate 
upon  tlie  Americans,  and,  following  their  example,  to  lay 
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a  specific  duty  on  Amcrirsn  fthips  nmi  mi  ffOoda  knportod 
in  ihaae  afaipA.  Theic  and  various  oilier  |ilnnis  having  ibr 
ttine  object  ia  view,  on  \wiafr  sifted  aod  examined,  were 
fuuod  tu  be  open  to  inauperablr  objcctioofr  It  waa  diewn 
that,  without  attaining  tbeir  object*  they  wouU  prove  in* 
jurious  to  the  cooiimreo  and  raanufacturctof  thia  oomUiy  ; 
and  all  of  them  were,  ia  coiueqiiciice,  aliandooed. 
t.  After  this  inquiry,  aiid  a  Inng  stru^te  to  counteract 
the  Navigation  System  of  ^Vmerico,  without  in  any  do> 
grve  relaxing  our  own,  thin  country  found  it  nL*cuuuiry  to 
adopt  the  »y»tcm  of  Recipmdty,  on  whicht  nnce  the  year 
1815,  the  comincwini  ini4iTuiir«e  Urtwirn  the  two  coun- 
(riu  baa  been  placed;  nanuly,  equality  of  all  chu-ges  upon 
the  iiiip«  belonging  to  cither  country  in  the  ports  of  thi* 
fithcT,  and  a  like  equality  of  duty  upon  all  articlet  tho 
pnidoction  of  tltc  mir  <MjuntrA',  impcirttil  into  the  other, 
whether  fuch  ini|MjrtAtiun  l»c  niiule  in  the  Nhip*  of  the  one 
or  the  oibiT.  In  the  pructiiul  coiuiequencn  of  tliix  amuige- 
mcot,  our  adherence  to  another  part  of  our  navigatifm 
laws,  instead  of  9eT\hiff^  ap|iear»  to  mo  to  have  ittiaclclcd 
the  fihipping  intL*roxt  of  this  country.  Our  law  fttill  prow 
vidt*»  that  (!oo(U,  the  prtMluc^r  of  Aioo*  iVfrica«  or  Amvrica, 
duill  nut  be  iin|>urlixl  in  fotvi^  shipK^  iinlcMt  they  he  the 
nliipK  of  the  country  uf  which  thv  guud*  arv  the  produce. 
The  Americani  retaliate  this  restriction  by  applying  it  to 
all  gooda  the  produco  of  Europe.  An  AnicHcan  ship 
InMJing  to  this  coutitry  hoa,  in  consequence^  a  ffreat  advan- 
tage over  a  UrJiinh  iiliip  tradijig  to  America.  The  Aineri- 
cuk  vesael,  on  her  voyage  to  England^  ii  freighted  with  a 
cargo  wholly  poduccd  in  the  I'nitcd  States.  She  has 
nothing  else  to  bring  here.  For  brr  return  to  AmcricA 
she  may  load  in  the  purtu  uf  tlm  i\*untry  with  a  cargo, 
partly  the  pn)duoe  or  manufacture  of  Gn^at  Kritain,  ami 
partly  of  any  other  country.     The  British  nhip  is  dehnrrvd 
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from  litis  atlvuntfl^.  Her  cargt),  when  trading  to  the 
United  Statcts  must  be  exclusively  of  British  origin.  For 
instance,  an  American  vessel,  at  the  port  of  Liverpool, 
nuiy  take  uine-tcntlia  of  her  cargo,  in  articles  the  pruduce 
of  Lancaahirc,  and  the  remainder  may  he  made  up  of 
brandies,  wines,  or  the  pnxluce  tif  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  to  be  (irocurctl  at  Liverpool.  But,  if  an  Bnglisli 
fhip,  proceeding  to  the  United  States,  were  to  take  a 
single  cask  of  brandy^  or  a  single  pipe  of  wine,  she  would 
be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture.  Is  it  not,  lhercfore» 
fairly  to  be  presuinetl,  that  a  further  relaxation  of  ouv 
System,  to  tlie  extent  of  allowing  the  importation,  from  tl»e 
United  States,  of  go(Mls  the  protUice  uf  any  part  of  the 
world,  in  American  shipping,  on  condition  of  the  like  pri- 
vilege being  grunted  to  tiritifih  ships  in  the  ports  of  thei 
United  States,— -however  departing  from  the  |K»licy  of  our 
ancestors, — would  bo  rather  an  advantage  tlian  an  injury 
to  the  shipping  interest  ? 

Shortly  after  the  commercial  legislation  tif  the  TTnited 
States  had  assunietl,  in  1787,  a  regular  shape,  and  an 
uniform  character,  the  war  of  the  French  Uevolution 
broke  out ;  a  war  which  lasted  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. The  course  of  this  war  was  marked  by  fio  many 
strange  and  anomalous  circumstances,  both  by  land  and 
upon  the  ocean ;— ^w  large  a  portion  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  including  nearly  all  its  trading  and  maritime 
oonununitiejt,  Ivcjime  subjecteil  to  the  ilespotism  of  one 
great  military  power ;— tlmt  despotism  was  exerted  in  so 
extraordinary  a  manner  to  crush  n>aritinie  commerce;— 
that  it  would  l>e  vain  to  enter  upon  the  history  of  our 
Navigation  System,  or  of  that  of  other  countries,  during 
this  long  contest.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  the  com- 
inorce  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  were  the 
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only*  at  \vma\  ohiHtta  tht*  luilvt  lu-utral  }Mmt>r  Uiat  rciuUI 
tcBiiv  ill  KafftVs  woB  gn'jitlv  iK'tu-iiUtt  hv  iht^  war.  It  U 
(•qiully  true,  that  Great  Uritoin,  licing  well  rIiIc  to  pro- 
tect lux  coiiuuercial  ruoriue,  in  nmHH|Ucucc  uf  bvr  vut 
ua.\aX  supcriorUvt  did  cxtrotl  that  cqmpipMl  nuuim*,  in 
«|)itvQf  all  difliculticis  whilst  Una  of 'IhtiJ^bi'T  onmlrirs 
(jf  Kuro|w  wju  greatly  rvtliicetl.  It  i»  umicctsMry  for  nii% 
tlic  iiictii  arc  «>  wcU  kzw>wn,  to  dwell  furthi-r  (in  (he 
cunutances  of  that  war.  We  may,  IJicrc fure»  ha  far  a» 
rvlat«r»  to  the  presiiit  queetiun,  pOM  over  Uic  pifiod 
bctwt.'cn  1792  aiul  1815. 

^^  At  the  Utttn-  )H'ntMl,  peace  iM'iog  rcaUircd*  iuul  with   it 

jtfie  indt'pcudcntx*  of  thciitaU*K  whiclt  bud  bt*«n  im-tirparAtixl 

^th  France,  tliL'  coumurrcv  uf  the  world  kx-jcao  tu  rvvcrt  to 

itA  ancient  cbannelft.     The  notions  of  KurD|K,  whoM^  Haj^ 

iauU  for  BO  loDjbC  a  wrics  of  ycarm  diiappanrwi  frtmi  the 

9Qcan,   wiTo  now  naturally  anxiou»  that  their  own   trade 

ihouki  bv  carried  on  in  Kiivir  own  iihi|m.    Thi»  fcave,^ 

chrrk  to  the  fthipiang  of  tlic-  thiittitl  Stiiu**,  which  was  nltio 

(rtt  hy  tlic  RJkippiiii;  uf  thivvotuitrk'.     IVrhapH  ux  a  greater 

^.dr^nx:  by  our  own  Ahipping,  in  tomi-citionce  uf  the  restitii- 

tion  tif  several  cxtciMTe  and  vahiable  vulouics,  which  wr 

hod  f'jsptured  and  held  during  tlir  war. 

UcBides  tiiis  uiuterijd  circuiustancr,  there  were  utherK,  to 
rhidi  I  will  brielly  advert,  which  hod  a  natural  and  inevi- 
fcaUe  tendency  U>  interfitre  witli,  and  dimiuitih,  the  employ- 
BM-ot  for  shipping  in  this  country. 

Tl(c  fir^t  Ut  wfiich  I  hhall  nllndc  i&  the  Alx>lition  uf  tlir 

txe  Trade.     They  who  arc  old  enough  to  reniendier — 

^mid  I  am  one  of  tbc  niuiilK-r, — the  early  delmtcs  which 

•  pook  place  on  this  Mibjeci  will    recollect,  that   the  argu> 

ttkcnt^  la  oppofeitiuu  lo  the  lueaMUte  were  j^uiuled  clnetly 

««»  tbc  ilan^r  with  which  it  threatcnetl  the  Shipping  In- 

tcrcit*  of    tlu*    rotintnt'.       T)u>    necessity    uf    IdthiappiDg 
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cargoes  of  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa  was,  at  tliat  timpy 
as  coolly  defvn<led,  on  the  score  of  encoura^mnit  to  our 
marine,  as  the  taking  of  co(Uflsh  on  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland could  l}e  at  the  present  day.  That  traffic  was, 
however,  abolislicd  in  1806 ;  and,  happy  I  am,  that  the 
interests  of  humanity,  and  the  honour  of  the  English  name, 
were,  from  tliat  year,  no  longer  sacrifice<l  to  tlie  plea  of  the 
shippinj:^  interest ;  though  I  may,  I  think,  fairly  adduce 
the  abolition  of  the  ^ve  trade  as  having  taken  away  oi 
source  of  employment. 

After  the  general  pacification  of  Europe,  but  before  wc 
disniantknl  our  fleet,  we  insisted  on  the  powers  of  Barbory 
desisting  from  the  practices  of  niuritinie  warfare,  carried 
on  by  cruizers  under  their  ^agf>j  in  the  Mediterranean. 
These  corsairs  were  constantly  taking  prisoners,  either  for 
the  sake  of  ransom,  or  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them 
into  slavery.  Whilst  this  system  was  tolerated,  scarcely 
any  trading  vessels,  those  of  Great  Britain  excepted,  could 
navigate  that  sea  in  safety.  In  tlits  state  of  things,  it  was 
liighly  honourable  to  this  cotmtry  to  have  used  lier  naval 
]xjwer, — the  dread  of  whicli  had  consLintly  ensured  respect 
for  her  own  flag, — for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  equal  de- 
gree of  security  for  the  navigation  of  all  christian  states*  -^ 
Tliis  was  no  positive  duty  which  we  were  bound  to  perform- 
We  were  not  called  upon  by  any  international  engagement, 
nor  by  any  mond  obligation,  as  in  the  case  of  tlie  Bla\*c  | 
trade.  The  act  was  one  of  s|x>ntaneous  generositv-  But,  ^^ 
however  high-minded  in  principle,  it  is  not  the  less  true  ^^t 
that  the  result  of  oiu-  interference  was  injurious  to  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  this  country,  in  the  Mediterranean.  Since 
the  bombardment  of  Algiers,  the  flag  of  every  |)ctty  state, 
bordering  on  that  sea,  floats  in  equal  security  with  our 
own.  I  am  not  accurately  informed  what  was  the  quantity 
of  British  sliipping  employed  in  the  carrying  and  coasting 
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Uadeof  thme  staloa  l>efnn'  tluji  rlinnp*.  lint  f  h«vv>  hrani 
it  alaCad,  fas  thw  iioinc,  by  one  likriy  tu  lie  wcU  infunnciU — 
thm  I«te  Mr.  Mftirystt^^-that  from  a|rht  to  ten  diomand 
Bnliib  acamm*  and  froiu  aevm  k>  inght  hundrMi  Hritinh 
vHwlift  were  tDgagied  in  ih*t  comoMroe.  CbOMqiMBtft]^  lo 
ihifc  extent  hu  tlic  iinploymmt  Ibr  BritMi  iUpi  bMi' 
dimhriiJwii  in  the  M<*iiitc;mDran. 

But  thfse  wcrv  not  the  only  cirL'uniitiinccisftt  thr  ckurcif 
tkr  late  wmr,  which  had  a  tendency  to  rLtiurt-  the  amount  of 
our  Shippiu^.  With  the  (erniination  nf  hoRtilitiois  thero 
was  naocnorilj  a  dimintthcd  ikwiiiid  fur  ihtpM  in  thr  public 
•wiofc  Tbc  grcaU.'ftt  pniptirtiun  uf  thone  which  tuut  been 
taken  op  aa  hirtd  tran.s)Hirt»  wus  di»charKCtI.  1  have  uU 
laoail  •  alatanent  uf  their  number  and  tonnage,  as  thry 
Mood  at  the  termination  of  the  war— and  of  tJie  number  atMl 
IqaMge  oi  those  employed  at  tlw  prooit  prricxK  The 
dftinatian  ia  not  U*sa  than  \^OtB  veaacla,  nmounting  to 

lo  tbc  next  place,  we  had  to  &eU  out  of  the  Kinft*«  aw* 
noc  a  number  of  vcsaclst  which  were  no  longer  wanted  in 
the  iSKvy.  I  ilo  not  advert  to  ships  of  the  line,  (ir  to 
fixate*  of  the  larpr  clasA,  which  are  alwaya  aalcl»  aubject 
to  the  concUtioa,  thai  they  shall  he  broken  up.  Of  ihia 
laMv  deacription  of  ships  1  take  no  notice ;  but  oootinc  my 
It  to  veaaela  of  snudlir  burthen,  adaptndl  Co  «>ther 
I  than  those  of  war,  and  which  are  con9C(|Ucntly  not 
to  be  m  broken  up.  Of  thi'*  rbuw,  Uhtv  hii>  \nian 
no  len  a  number  liion  throe  hundred  und  tliirty.three, 
the  MDDUiit  of  their  Umnagr  In^inf^  98,530  tons.  So  that, 
tf  we  add  to  the  number  iif  tnumporta  diH-luu^il  the 
mnobar  of  ahipii  mid,  wc  f»haU  find  that  his  Mnjcxty'ii 
OlwuMiMlH  have  set  frci*,  to  comfK'le  witli  tlic  coinniercial 
DMOVir  of  tbc  country,  1,5A)  vcMelti,  amounting  in  tonnage 
to  flfiS^lS  tons;  n  quantity  neariy  equal  to  one-fourth  of 
VOL.  III.  r 
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the  whole  shijiping  of  the  country*  a^  it  stood  in  tlie  year 
1793,  at  the  coinuicncement  of  the  late  war. 
V  JJut  this  is  not  all.  If  the  difference  of  circumstances 
under  which  trade  is  carried  on,  in  time  of  peace  and  in 
time  of  war,  betaken  into  consideration,  we  shall  find  ihat^ 
in  tlie  former  period,  a  much  smaller  number  of  vessels  U 
required  for  the  same  extent  of  transactions,  than  in  the 
latter.  In  time  of  peace,  the  moment  a  ship  has  landed 
her  cargo,  she  is  at  liberty  to  sail  again,  and  is  despatched 
oa  another  voyage  as  soon  as  possible.  During  the  lai^t 
war,  we  were  obliged,  in  almost  all  cases,  to  place  our  mer- 
chant ships  under  the  protection  of  ctinvoy  ;  and,  in  spite 
of  ail  the  exertions  of  the  Admiralty,  it  was  fretpiently 
difficult  to  provide  convoys,  as  expeditiously  as  the  interests 
of  commerce  would  have  required.  Four  or  five  hundred 
merchantmen  were  sometimes  collected  together  at  one 
point,  before  the  retpiireil  protection  amhl  l>e  afforded  to 
them.  And  when,  at  length,  these  large  bodies  of  ship* 
ping  did  proceed  to  sea,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
keeping  together;  so  that  the  rate  of  sailing,  during  a 
whole  voyage,  was  necessarily  to  Ix;  regulated  by  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  slowest  sailing  vessel.  In  time  of  peace  it  is 
otherwise.  Ships  can  then  traverse  the  ocean  singly,  with- 
out fear  of  interruption;  and  in  their  passage  from  one 
port  to  another,  as  well  as  in  loading  and  unloading,  every 
exertion  is  used  to  ensure  despatch.  An  instance  occurred 
lately,  at  Liverjxwl,  of  a  large  West-Indiaman  arriving 
from  Barbadoes,  landing  her  cargo,  and  sailing  again  for 
tliat  island^  in  the  course  of  one  week.  The  multiplication 
and  convenience  of  docks  have  idso  greatly  contributed  to 
obviate  delay  in  the  discharge  and  loading  of  vessels. 
Upon  the  wltole,  I  shall  not  be  overstating  the  pro[>ortioa 
when  I  say  that  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  veaselci 
necessary  in  time  of  war,  ore  fully  sujficient  for  all  the 
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fNtrpciMS  of  the  HuiHf   «*xtciit  of  oonmicroe*  in   time  of 

There i«  yet  another  drcumstani'e  to  which,  hefarv  I  quit 
tkiA  part  of  the  subject,  I  must  refer.  J  mean  the  altera- 
Cnonuulein  tho  year  1815,  in  thr  foreigii  Com  trade  nf  the 
country.  Durin/^  tht*  war,  UiU  troilr  nff'urdcil  re^ilar 
emp1o3rment  to  lus  inooiui<)erahle  quantity  of  ithip]iinf;,  hut 
IJnce  llie  law  han  been  aitvred,  and  the  portu  havf  Utii 
gMvmUyiihul  against  theimportaitkmof  forri^com,  thnt 
CBi{doyin«nt  has  ccasciU  lu  a  ckMaltary  intnx'ourM.-,  Uke 
that  whirh  alanr  can  nist  under  the  present  law,  thr  open- 
ing of  tlie  ports  being  Kuddexi,  and^  iu  moat  canes,  uturtTtiun« 
till  the  quarttrly  average  iit  (leclare«l,  it  is  abnofri  im|MMu 
ftible  lliat  the  trade,  when  peruutti«d,  sluiuld  not  fall  iutu 
the  handji  of  the  foreign  ihip-owner.  The  |HTi(Kl  for  which 
the  ftrjrts  may  continue  open  being  limito<l  to  a  few  weeluiv 
the  perauna  who  wiiih  to  t^ke  advantage  of  ih&t  ii]>ctiinf(, 
inatead  uf  fitting  out  shipa  in  our  port.%  send  their  urtlem 
to  the  continent,  with  directions  tofnrwartl  the  com  by  any 
tthai  can  be  procured  mi  (he  *]toi.  Hence  the  almiMt 
ive  employiiK'nl  of  foreign  fthipping  in  tUaoecaaional 
UMfe, 

I  must  now  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I 
ibew  what  was  the  Kituatiun  of  this  country,  witli  regard  to 
its  Shipping,  previous  to  tht*  laflt  war  In  1792,  one  of 
the  must  prosperous  years  which  the  o)untry  }ias  ever 
known,— the  vear  immediately  preceding  the  lirenlcing  nut 
of  that  war,  in  vUivh  we  were  cmlU*d  ujMjn  lu  moke  jiuch 
inttnniar  efTortA  to  maintain  our  naval  superiority — the 
rmmfoer  of  regii^trred  »lkipa  in  the  several  port^  of  the 
Bntish  ernpire  wait  16^079;  the  anioimt  of  their  tannage 
l,.54(M4-'>  louji.  In  Ok'  present  year,  thai  is  Inwy,  in  the 
year  ended  the  Slat  of  December  182^,  the  number  of 
regislervd  ahijn  wa.s!i4,174  ;  and  the  amount  of  tlieir  tiMi> 
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na^  9,542,916  tons  ;  shewing  an  increase  of  one-third  in 
llie  number  of  ships,  and  of  two-iifths  in  the  tonnage, 
within  that  period. 

Having  stated  the  number  and  tonnage  of  our  registered' 
vessels  at  the  comm  en  cement  of  the  late  war,  I  will  now 
shew  what  they  were  at  its  close.  In  1815,  the  numlwr 
was  94.860,  and  the  amount  of  their  tonnage  9,681,976 
tons.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  there  has  been,  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  a  decrease  in  our  shipping  of  686 
vessels,  and  ld9>060  tons;  but  I  have,  I  think,  shewn 
satisfactorily  that,  upon  the  return  of  peace  in  1815,  our 
commercial  marine  was  greatly  in  excess  of  what  wa« 
requisite,  in  the  then  altered  situation  of  the  country. 

As  connected  with  this  part  of  our  inquiry,  it  is  material 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  vessels  that  have  been  built  in 
the  British  dominions,  since  the  termination  of  the  late  war, 
and  to  compare  it  with  the  numlx-r  built  in  former  periods.' 
It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  find  myself  enabled  to 
assure  the  House  that,  taking  the  last  thirty-seven  yeanti 
the  number  of  ships  annually  built  in  Great  Britain,  instead 
of  decreasing,  has  increased.  The  documents  which  prove 
the  correctness  of  this  statement  are  already  upon  the  table 
of  the  House,  with  the  exception  of  those  for  the  year 
1819,  which,  ill  consequence  of  the  calamitous  6rc  at  the 
Custom-House  in  that  year,  could  not  be  procured. 

From  the  returns  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  I  find  that 
the  number  of  ships  built,  last  year,  in  the  several  ports  of 
the  British  dominions,  exceeded  the  number  built  in  any 
one  year  of  the  whole  period  to  which  I  have  referred.  In 
the  year  1814,  when  the  war  with  France  first  terminated, 
the  number  of  ships  built  was  818;  the  amount  of  their 
tonnage  95,9T6  tons.  Last  year,  the  number  of  ships  built 
was  1^12;  the  amount  of  their  tonnage  171,827  tons.* 

-*^  •  Pari.  pB|.pr»,  Sewitm  Iffirt,  v.  xxii.  n.  3!>H. 
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%» that,  iu  Ucty  the  Itmnoj^*  nf  the  ahipH  built  lam  ymr 
WW  little  abort  iif  duubU:  the  UmmaffB  of  Ifaow  built  ia 
the  year  1H14,  and  exceedwl  coattdcrabty  tfat  of  any  ytmr 
Qponicooco. 

Thcflc  details  however  dry  in  th<1llftetva^  iq>pear  to 
me  to  invulve  the  c1cnient«  uf  the  whule  qu^tion,  uul  lo 
aMard  the  bent  vHtcrion  hy  which  a  jud^mrnt  can  lie  fonnrd) 
bow  Ur  the  oompUiut»  whirii  rrprcwtit  our  Khi|rptDg  to 
have  beco  in  a  •tate  of  rapid  declint*  arv  wull-fimiuKd.  Tht' 
laly  other  oompariaon,  f^rowin^  uut  of  the  doctmientH  vliirh 
I  bold  in  my  hand*  is  that  of  the  number  of  thifM  whicA 
have  entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards  to  and  fnna 
the  purtu  of  (vreat  Hritain,  in  the  Hcveral  ycnrp  loiior  the 
Aendooa  whicii  arv  ohjeclrd  to  in  our  Navigation  Ljiwa. 

1  have  proviiUid  mywlf  vrith  a  return  exhibiting  thb 
oompariaon,  from  the  year  1814  down  to  the  In!»t  yc^r ;  and 
I  ■MrcBt  the  House  to  bear  in  mind  tluit  the  complaint,  in 
the  pvlitioo  on  tlic  tabk*,  is  that  in  cooiirquencc  of  the  alte- 
ration mode  in  the  Navigation  Laws  within  the  loMt  three 
flcfnir  ymft  the  caployiiicat  of  British  Shipping  h«x  ri^ 
iwwaarf»  and  that  of  foreign  Teflflcis  tnding  with  thi^  votminr 

haa inerevjei/.     I  wilt  confine  theconipariwn  to  tli<   '   t n 

of  vesaeb,  British  and  Foreign,  entering  i»ifrcinU  ;  and  lor 
Ibii  reaaoa^tJiat  it  i»  not  noceaaary  (or  shi|>s  leaving  our 
port*  in  ballastt  lo  cleiir  out  at  all,  and  therefore  the  n'tunih 
esliibiting  tlte  number  of  voatb  olamd  Mtlwarde  munc  be 
very  imperfect. 

X  find  that^  in  the  year  ended  the  Sotli  of  Dcceoiber 
lOMt^  the  number  of  British  vcBweU  that  entered  inward* 
«na  194<>4,  ami  the  amount  of  their  Umnage  S,d6Ve49 
MM.  Tl»c  numlier  of  foreign  vcmcIm  that  enti-rod  inwards, 
dtlriDg  tike  Nunte  yeur,  wan  5,SH0,  tlie  oimmiit  tif  their 
teoflMge  being  0»i»880  tona.  In  the  year  mded  !^tli  Ue- 
cemlKT  Xtiiio, — a  year  in  which  tlu*  moditiealioii^  uiade  in 
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our  Navigation  Laws  wctc  in  full  operation,^(he  number 
of  British  veswis  that  entered  inwards  was  21,786;  the 
ainoimt  of  their  tonnage  2,786,844  tons.  The  number  of 
foreign  vessel*  that  entered  inwards  in  that  year  had  in- 
creased to  6,561,  and  tlic  amount  of  their  tunna^  to 
892,601  tons.  The  ypar  18ii5  was,  it  is  well  known,  a  year 
of  unexampled  speculation  in  every  branrh  of  commerce, 
creating  an  unusual  demand  for  shipping,  not  only  in  the^H 
ports  of  this  country,  but  throughout  Euro^H*.  And  what,  "'^ 
as  regards  British  Slapping,  was  the  result?  Why,  that 
the  positive  increase  of  British  vessels  entered  inwards,  as 
compared  with  the  year  1824,  was  iJ,692 ;  and  of  tonnage 
422,595  tons ;  while  the  increaae  of  Foreign  vesftels  entered 
inwards,  during  the  same  year,  was  in  number  1,281 ; 
and  in  tonnage  197,721  tons.*  This  at  least  is  no  un. 
satisfactory  result.  The  increased  employment  of  British 
shipping  alone  in  that  year  exceeds  the  aggregate  increa.sc 
of  employment  to  the  sliipping  of  all  other  nations  of  the 
world. 

But  as  the  attention  of  the  House  has  been  sprciolly 
irfcrred,  by  the  Petitioners,  to  the  state  of  the  trade  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  northern  parts  of  Euro|>e,  and 
more  especially  to  the  trade  with  Prussia,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  enter  rather  more  speciticjiily  into  that  part  of  their  case. 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  upon  the  authority  of  docu- 
ments which  will  be  laid  un  the  table  of  the  Plouse,  that  by 
a  comparison  Ix'twccn  the  British  and  Prussian  Shipping 
engaged  in  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  during  the 
years  1824  and  1825,  the  increase  of  British  was  much 
greater  than  that  of  Prussian  Shipping  in  the  latter  year. 
The  number  of  British  ships  trading  to  the  ports  of  Prussia 
in  the  year  1824,  was  470;  in  the  year  1825,  942;  being 
more  than  double  the  number  of  the  preceding  year.     The 

•  Pari.  Papers,  SeBsion  1826,  v.  xxii.    n.  3f»9. 
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^aumberofPruflunahipc  which  cainc  tothJb  cotmtrv,  in  thv 
year  1HS4^  wot  GSH ;  in  I8ii5,  thi^  number  wa»  1^^  ;  being 
«ti  iDcrcMe  of  alwut  on&ibiuth. 
I,    i^uchf  Sir,  if  any  infcronor  ia  to  b«  dctiuocd  frtmi  (he 

.  inuiv  bcCwoen,  i'nisi;ia  and  Great  Britain  for  the  lani  year, 
ift  (he  rompanttivo  j^mwth  of  UritiAh  ami  rruMian  Navjga- 
tioa.  I  am  aware  that  the  Sangter  of  locing  our  carrying; 
crai]«)  ffuiii  (he  |iiirls  of  ihc  lioltic,  hna  htm  tht*  main  auurct 
of  the  jealuu*y  fvlt  by  tbv  Shippinf;^  lutfn'nt,  and  of  tlwir 
cofnpIaintA  to  thin  Howie.   The  cvmixirison  tH.*twn*ti  Ilriti«b 

i^SImJ  HrufMdaD  Alkippis^  for  the  two  or  tliree  la.>it  yi»rs  ittid 
f«pcvially  tliat  of  the  year  18S5v  haa  orrtuinly  im>(  lM>niL-  uut 

,4i*^r  p^rdicti^Iu^  or  justified  their  alarms,  ilut  it  uould  l>c 

rancandid  u>  dimy,  tiiat  weh^vu  not  yctMillicit-nt  i-\iH*rii-nc« 
U»  i^aJTanl  a  ptMUtiTe  ctmcIiiHion  that,  prtwisectively,  the 
2ihi|^ing  uf  tlie  Pruwnon  |K»rU  ntay  not  ^n  ^rcMim)  in  the 
coiBpetitioo  with  ouruwii.     I  luu  tin-  niort*  induced  tumakc 

ylUMToaMrk,  aa,  from  the  vxce»»ivc  exdtctucot,  and  over- 
mdinp  of  the  last  year,  I  am  ready  to  ncknowlrtlfjo  liiat, 

ilaltcfi  by  itM'lf,  it  cannot  be  confidi-rvd    iw  nffonhnj;  im 

.•CMilMUcfor  the  future:  neitiier  on  the  othiT  bontl,  |M:rhit{K«« 

ttVill  tt  be  6ur,  in  1827i  to  fumi  auch  au  ntiiiuitc  from  tltc 
«sporienoe  of  tlic  prt^'ni  vt-ar,  which  it  i»  much  to  be 
inrody  as  a  natural  cunaetjucucc  uf  the  late  cxcesit,  will  be 
ooeof  acvcrv  depresaioo  in  the  trade  of  Oiis  country. 

fii  Having  adverted  to  tJie  apprehensions  which  are  enter- 
tMocd  ry^pcdin;;  our  Trade  with  the  [Hirta  nf  the  Baltic,  I 
hare  natundly  )xni  most  nnxiou;^  U*  nift  tu  the  bottom  tliis 
iai|]ortant  part  of  our  inquiry.  I  know  no  mode  flo  wtiitfac- 
torr  of  asccrtoininfr  what  ]iavc  lieen  the  Huctuatioiu  in  the 
mde«  ciiJter  a^*  respecU  our  own  share  of  it,  at  different 
pctioda»  or  the  projwrtion  which   tliut  sliore  bcura  to  the 

>lnde  of  other  Powerft  vHth  the  porta  of  the  Boltict  aa  a 
RfcvcDOC  to  the  annual  Ret  urns  of  the  veawU.  of  all  nations, 
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nrhidi  have  passed  the  Sound  in  a  p;ivcn  number  of  years. 
Fortunali^ly  tlic  State  Paper  Oflice  has  fumi&hod  me  with 
ihp9c  returns.  This  account  I  hold  in  my  hand,  from  the 
year  1783  to  the  yi?ar  1792,  with  the  exception  of  the  vear 
1789;  the  returns  for  wiiicii  year  have  heen  either  hurt  or 
mislaid.  I  also  hold  in  my  hand  a  similar  account,  from 
the  year  1816  to  the  3rear  1825,  both  inclusive,*  The 
comparison  of  these  two  periods,  each  of  ten  years,  (both 
periods  of  peace)  appears  to  me  toait'ord  a  fair  illustration  of 
this  branch  of  trade.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  ttie  result  will 
be  found  highly  satisfactory ;  for  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
number  of  British  Bhi|>s  which  passed  tlie  Sound  in  the  year 
IHS.*},  was  not  only  positively  greater  tlian  it  was  in  any 
one  of  the  twenty  years  to  which  1  have  referred,  but  tluit 
its  ]jroportion«  with  res^tect  to  the  number  of  vessels  from 
all  other  nations,  was  etpially  favourable  to  this  country.  It 
would  be  going  into  an  unnecessary  detail  to  give  the 
numbers  for  every  year  of  the  twenty  ;  I  shall,  therefore, 
confine  myself  to  the  five  last  years.  The  total  number  of 
ships  which  poascd  the  Sound  was : — 

SUtaaTtM 
DrItUb  Shlpb  oUur  NaikiM. 

Intfieycar  IftS!  2,^VJ  6,358 

Do.         1822 3,097  5,3»6 

Uo.    1623   — «...  3,016 6,187 

Do,    1^24   .« ;i,54u  _„.  (i,»78 

l>o.    1825  .%1{4( ^  7,y74 

So  that,  h»oking  at  the  proportion  which  Great  Britain 
Jias  been  able  to  retain  of  tlie  Trade  of  the  Baltic,  it  appears 
that,  last  year,  when  the  total  number  of  vesHels  which 
passed  the  Sound  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year,  BriliAh 
Shipping  engrossed  consideraWy  more  tiiaji  one-third  of  tJ*c 
whole  navigation  of  tJiat  sea,  and  had  increased  very  nearly 
Iwo-fifthsj  compared  with  the  average  of  the  four  preceding 

'  Purl.  Paiwr*.  lB2tJ,  v.  xxii.  n.  380, 
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yofB.  TIfte  pspmi  lo  which  I  h«vo  nrCDCfwi  I  piopOK  to 
■owe  ior,  au  liurt  ihr  House  will  be  abl«  (u  judge  twm 
thtm  of  thr  cmrectnean  of  my  sUilcnnetiL  « 

In  oanMqu«Bcc  of  (he  rcMuration  of  |»tiaoc,  the  dtOMMld 
Cor  ahippiKgp  w  1  have  aiready  remarked,  vaa  much  dini- 
■ilied*  and  the  rataa  of  frag;bl  were  ooondcnbly  kywvrvd 
after  the  year  ItflS.  Thi*  gave  rise  to  ffrrat  complainla 
flo  ibe  part  cS  the  Shippiii/c  Intcrml.  In  ihr  hope  of 
fiodiof?  KMBe  nsDcdy  £or  their  dillicultit!*,  the  Honmif  in  thr 
yvBT  IHiO,  appoinlad  a  Sckct  Committee  to  inquinr  btp 
ibr  itatL-  of  our  Forriga  Cuaunarea.  My  rif^ht  hooouraUe 
fricitd,  the  Master  of  the  Mint,*  iiow  alnrnt,  I  am  wrry 
ia  My«  from  indtipoaitian,  |>n»ddGd  i>%'er  tlic  labours  of  that 
niBwillHi  aad  proMcut«d  the  inquiry*  ia  ievtral  h>o- 
cvedinK  aeadons,  with  a  dt^rw  of  xcid,  diligvnccv  and 
abiiity.  for  which  the  country  in  Krc«tly  iodeblcd  to  my 
rif(bt  booourable  frieiul.  One  chaa^  fecmnmattded  by 
ibat  oammittce,  in  the  Navigatiun  Lawn,  wob  to  the  foL- 
iovio^  affect: — that  whcre««  certain  goodft,  which  I  have 
already  described  as  known  in  trade  under  Uic  dcaiguolioii 
of  ^  tmumeraUtd  artirJnt^  cxiuld  utily  lie  ini|iiirtctl  ift 
Britifih  shiiM,  or  in  shi|»6  of  the  country  in  Kuiujie  of 
which  they  wen.-  the  pnKluce,  and  diivctly  frotu  that  o.mn- 
try«  it  was  tlie  upioion  of  the  cumraittL-t;  lliol  the  taw 
ought  to  lie  flo  £w  relaxed,  oo  to  allow  the  ixn]iortation  of 
ibeK  articles  in  the  iliips  of  any  country  into  which  tlicy 
had  hcvn  previously  imported. 

The  recomnaendatian  of  tlw  Committee  was  adopted  by 
Ibe  legislature.  Tliat  this  relaxation  has  Ixvn  licnclicial  (u 
o«r  C«immcrce  ami  Narigntiuii  is  now,  1  beltcve,  pLuxxl 
beyood  all  doubt.  It  alUtrded  a  ^reat  facility  to  Uu> 
exccutioo  of  another  project,  emanating   ftx>ui  the  muiic 

'  Tbe    right  bunuar»ble  Tbotuw   Wallace;   the  pretcnt  Lord 

WslUoc, 
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CommittoeT  and  since  abso  carried  into  effbct ; — that  of 
establishing  a  generid  system  o{  Warehousing,  ho  as  to 
make  this  country  a  pla<;e  of  entrepot  for  all  foreign 
Cdmniodities.  It  wns  obviously  iiupussibU*  to  give  full 
9Coj)c  to  this  Rvstcni,  unless  we  were  prepared  to  allow 
greater  latitude  to  tlie  admission  of  foreign  goods.  The 
superior  capital  and  credit  of  this  country  afford  induce- 
ments to  soml  those  goods  here,  and  their  Iwing  deposited 
in  British  warehouses  gives  a  facility  to  the  British  Merchant 
and  Ship^M*ner  t<j  supply  tlie  demand  for  them  in  other 
ports  of  the  world,  through  the  medium  of  British  adven- 
ture and  Britisft  shipping,  instead  of  their  being  sent 
directly  to  those  parts  in  foreign  shipping,  from  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  in  which  such  goods  are  produced. 

It  was  desirable,  therefore,  for  the  interest  of  our  Foreign 
trade,  that  we  shimld  no  longer  rigidly  adhere  to  that  part 
of  the  Navigation  Act  which  prohibited  the  importation  of 
the  "  enumerated  articles,^*  if  brought  from  countries  other 
than  those  of  which  they  were  the  produce.  Such  a  re- 
straint, it  is  har<Uv  necessary  to  say,  coidd  not  fail  fre- 
quently to  prevent  speculations  of  trade,  in  which  the  spirit 
of  British  enterprize  would  have  oUierwise  engaged,  or  to 
throw  those  speculations  into  other  channels.  It  interfered, 
likewise,  to  prevent  the  advantageous  assortment  of  cargoesy 
ami  other  commercial  arrangements,  as  well  in  foreign 
ports  as  in  the  ports  of  this  country ;  and,  in  this  and 
many  other  ways,  contributed,  directly  and  indirectly^  to 
diminish  the  empluynieut  for  British  sliipping. 

Another  alteration  in  our  Navigation  System  has  since 
been  adopted,  which  certainly  ought  not  to  have  been 
so  long  delayed.  Thift  alteration  consists  in  putting  the 
trade  l>etween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  upon  the  footing 
of  a  CVtasting  trade.  Every  gentleman  must,  I  think,  see 
that,  from  the  time  at  least  of  the  union  of  the  two  coun- 
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^Itm%  it  wu  dnirabli'  that  ttieir  intcivcU  and  MHiiiiifrtbd 
•yftem  &bouM  be  idititihul  as  much  as  pntdhir  Vtam 
diat  period  it  wa«  obsurtt  to  oaofliclcr  thv  ooonwrdal  inter- 
'coune  with  Iirland  iw  a  part  uf  oiir  fonngn  tradr,  and  to 
wibject  tlio  «hi[ipin|Ei>  cmplo^'ed  in  it  to  the  n^rtrictivc  rrf^i- 
lafions  juul  higher  diarf^  of  that  Lnule. 

But  these  wrre  not  the  only  deviationii  Inmi  thr  am-irnt 
ttulm  of  oar  Navigation  SyMem.  The  revolutiuns  which 
'IwvB  oocurml  in  tht*  political  irtate  of  the  world,  in  our 
ihatf  nrodemi  other  changes  indtsiH-nuibh*.  There  has 
gmwti  up  ntcT  the  whole  continent  nf  America,  a  siiuatkm 
*rf affair*  siinUor  to  that  whi<:h  tin*  rnitctl  State*  pmnitrd, 
uhu  tiieir  se}HiraUon  fnnti  the  mother  oountrj.  This 
Aamge^  from  a  ciJunial  to  an  indeymdeat  extsteoce,  neeea- 
rvnly  draws  after  it,  in  each  particular  case,  the  applica- 
tioo  of  the  new  nih%  «}iich,  ms  I  ^wve  idready  stated, 
MiMmuidabiy  grew  iml  of  t^te  iiide|)endence  of  the  United 

■Cca. 

Tlie  first  application  nf  that  rule  occtirrcd  in  respect  to 
Kruin  tile  tnunient  when,  in  1808,  tJie  house  of 
Sngaoza  transferred  the  seat  of  empire  to  iiraxil,  that 
eountry  vntually  ceased  to  be  a  colony*  Great  Britain 
bad  Dochftice  but  to  spply  the  Knropmn  pnnnp1c«  to  the 
4uaaiieiee  ami  nnvigntiim  of  Hm/il,  tbmigh  out  of  Europe, 
•and  to  ulmit  Fortuguew  shipping, — and,  since  llie  sep»- 
ratioii  of  I^ortugal  and  HraKil,  linucilian  sliipping^— 
coming  from  that  countrv  into  our  ports,  upm  the  same 
fioodng  as  the  sliipt*  of  uny  other  indrpendeoi  nation. 

Thia  principle  ha»  been  extended,  from  time  to  time, 
a»  new  States  hare  risen  up  in  AmrrtciL  When  I  heard 
the  honourable  menilter  for  Gmmpuund  complain  that,  in 
our  Tneaty  of  Commerce  ami  Navigation  witii  Columbia, 
and  ID  that  with  Huenot  Ayres,  we  had  cxmsented  to 
<|ilaBa  their  navigation  uptin  an  equality  with  our  own, 
T  certainly  lintencd  to  thib  charge  with  no  small  degree  o^ 
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surprise,  bein^  satisfied  that  what  the  honourable  gt?nil(s 
man  censured  so  severely,  was  the  very  wisest  principle 
that  this  country  could  adopt.  Tliose  states  were  anxious 
to  encourage  their  comuiercial  marine,  by  granting  ex- 
cluKive  advantages  to  their  own  Rhipping,  and  imjjosing 
certain  restrictions  upon  that  of  this  country,  Tlus  diu. 
position  was  frequently  manifested  by  the  Ministers  of 
those  States  in  the  course  of  our  discussions  with  them  t ' 
and  certainly  there  ore  not  wanting  some  who  arc  coii-' 
Btantly  endeavouring  to  excite  in  these  new  oouiitriea  aM 
jealousy  of  the  Naval  Power  of  Great  Britain  ;  instigating 
them  to  atlopt  a  separate  and  novel  code  of  maritime  law 
for  the  New  World,  and  to  frame  their  Navigation  System 
upon  principles  of  giving  a  preference  to  their  own  ship- 
ping, and  to  that  of  America  generally,  over  the  shipping  > 
of  this  country,  and  of  Europe. 

Have  we  acquiesced  in  these  views  ?  Have  we  com- 
promised any  of  the  aclcnowledged  principles  of  Maritime 
Law  ?  No,  Sir — Whilst  we  have  explicitly  refused  to 
listen  to  any  such  compromise,  we  have  disarmed  all 
suspicion  as  to  our  oommercial  pretensions,  by  frankly 
deciaring,  that  we  sought  no  exclusive  advantages  for 
British  ships  or  British  trade,  and  that  the  principle  of  our 
intercourse  with  the  New  States,  as  with  the  Old  States, 
of  the  World,  would  be  that  of  a  fair  and  equal  reci* 
procily. 

This  brings  me  to  the  gravamen  of  the  charge  made 
against  his  Majesty's  Government ;  namely,  the  step  taken 
by  them,  in  furlheranceof  this  principle,  by  the  introduction 
of  a  law,  enabling  the  Crown,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  to  remit  all  discriminating  duties  on  tlie  goods 
and  shipping  of  such  countriets  as  may  agree  to  impose  no 
higher  charges  or  duties  u^ioq  British  siiips,  and  the  goods 
im|x}rtcd  therein,  ttian  upon  their  own  shipft,  and  the  like 
good«  im|x;rted  in  such  >hipN. 
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If  the  uyslem  tjf  dtJirritntnatmp  Duties  for  tlir  mrntirRgew 
roent  o^  Sbippinj^,  wriv  a  secret  kiHiwii  u>  thin  country 
ttlooe ;  if  a  similAr  Ky«teiu  were  not,  or  could  not  bv,  put 
in  force  in  r\*ery  other  countrr^  i  ibould  not  be  «landm||p 
here  to  ^-indicata  the  nomrr  to  which  I  have  just  rpferreti« 
tad  the  preacnt  policy  of  hin  Majesty^*  Gijrrrnmcnt.  tia 
loop  as,  in  fiu-t,  no  indrpirndeni  tradittj^  oammxoity  cxlMlli 
out  of  Kurofiev  and  ao  long  as  the  old  Gcrvfratncnti  «if 
£ufO|i«  iookft}  upon  these  matters — if  they  looked  to 
them  at  all,— as  Uttle  dcaerring  tlictr  attcntkiD*  and  were 
oootant,  either  from  if^noraaoecv  indiffinmcr,  not  to  thwart 
our  System,  it  wouUl  have  been  wronp  u>  diKturb  any  part 
f^it.  But  is  tbi»  fhu  prtnvat  »tute  of  Uiv  wcn-ld  ?  Did 
not  the  Ubitrd  Stati-*  of  America,  io  the  lint  instance,  for 
the  purpoap  uf  raiaiag  to  thennielres  a  gnat  csommerrial 
Marine,  and  of  counteracting  our  Navigatittn  Lavv  adop4, 
in  tlu-ir  utmost  rigour,  the  rules  of  thnae  Uwk,  and  carry, 
wrn  further  than  we  had  erer  dona,  in  m^Nvt  to  fara%ii 
Ships  thin  princtpfe  of  diarrimiiuitin^  ibiUc«  Af7nin«t  our 
Sfaipptn^  ?  Can  we  shut  our  e;>  en  u>  the  fact  that  other 
natioiui  have  fulloweil,  or  arc  following,  their  example  f 
Uto  we  not  lee  tla-nit  one  after  the  other,  taking  a  leaf  out 
of  our  o«rn  book  ?  la  not  evrr>'  Govemment  in  Kurope, 
if  pOMcsMd  of  Mca^-portft,  now  ufting  its  utiuu«t  cndcavoura 
to  fiirce  a  trade,  and  to  raise  up  f(»r  ttarlf  a  commercial 
Marine  ?  Have  we  not  bnaAted  of  our  Navigation  Lawa* 
till  we  hare  taught  other  nnlionK  to  lM*lir\-c  (hnwm-rr  rrro- 
■fMBi  that  bdiff ),  that  they  arc  alnuiat  the  only  reiiui:aite» 
or,  at  isBt,  the  nne  qud  non^  of  commercial  wealth  and  of 
nantnne  power?  Did  the«e  vauntinga  eacdlc  no  cnryv 
ao  Rpirit  cjf  rivalry,  no  cnuntervailing  npporitinn  io  other 
countries?  Did  the  micccim  of  l)ic  Umled  Slntf»  of  Aine^ 
riea  create  no  dcdrc  in  tltose  countries  to  follow  her 
example? 
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It  would  be  worse  than  idle,  it  would  he  ilaiigennift,  to 
dissemble  to  ourselves  the  grt'at  *hangos  which  iiave  been 
wrought,  since  the  establishment  of  Anieric&n  Indepen- 
dence, in  the  views  and  sentiments  of  Europe,  upon  all 
matters  connected  with  commerce  and  na^^gation.  They 
now  occupy  a  letuling  share  in  the  attention  of  nbnost 
every  Government.  They  are  everywhere  a  subject  of 
general  inquiry  and  interest.  Kven  in  countries,  of  which 
the  institutions  are  least  favourable  to  the  discussion  of 
political  topics,  these  questions  are  freely  discussed,  and^ 
by  discussion,  the  influence  of  public  opinion  is  mode  to 
bear  upon  the  measures  and  )K)bcy  of  their  Governments.  ■ 

In  this  altered  state  of  the  wiwld,  it  became  our  duty 
seriously  to  inquire,  whether  a  system  of  commercial  hos- 
tility, of  which  the  ultimate  tendency  is  mutual  prohibition, 
— whether  a  system  of  liigh  discriminating  duties  upon 
foreign  ships,  with  the  moral  certainty  of  seeing  those 
duties  fully  retaliated  upon  our  own  Shipping,  in  the  ports 
of  foreign  countrietf, — was  a  contest  in  which  Knghuui  was 
likely  to  gain,  and  out  of  wliich,  if  perfccvered  in,  she  was 
likely  to  come  with  dignity  or  advantage?  I  will  lay  aside, 
for  the  moment,  every  consideration  of  a  higher  nature, 
moral  or  political,  which  would  naturally  lead  us  to  look 
with  some  repugnance  to  the  engaging  in  such  a  contest.  I 
will  equally  lay  aside  all  consideration  for  the  interest  of 
our  manufacturers,  and  for  the  general  well-being  of  our 
population,  who,  as  consumers,  would  obviously  have  to 
pay  for  this  system  of  Custom-house  warfan*,  and  reciprocal 
restriction ;  and  I  will  view  the  question  solely  in  reference 
to  the  shipping  interest.  In  this  comparatively  narrow, 
but,  I  admit,  not  unim|X)rtant,  view  of  the  question,  1  have 
no  difficulty  in  stating  my  conviction, — a  conviction  at 
which  I  have  arrived  after  much  anxious  consideration,— 
that,  in  the  long-run,  this  war  of  Discriminating  Duties,  if 
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pi-n*evefed  in  on  both  nitlcA,  nin»l  o|n-r;iti*  umi-*!  |o  Um.»  injunr 
o{  tiic  cx>untry  wUicli,  aX  the  tiuw  nt  ntu-nn^  upuii  iu  |»«- 
acaw  the  greatest  ooramercial  marine.  Uow  can  it  br 
oUMTwiae  ?  What  arc  thrae  di»crmiinating  iltitioif  but  a 
tax  upon  oiuiumoc  and  nsvigatxni  ?  Will  m>t  the  hrmvifirt 
Aaxttti  that  tax  fiilU  thorforc,  ii(x»n  Uiu*c  whu  imvc  ihr 
greaieat  aimiunt  of  ahip|nn^  and  uf  trade  ? 
i  Bflfore  we  embark  in  auch  a  oootcat,  we  owe  to  the  cha^ 
facfeer  of  the  ixnintr}',  aa  well  aa  to  it*  iotcrestft,  to  aatiifjr 
oonelveft ; — fint,  thai  it  ia  naocaMry  for  its  weUare ;  andf— 
aeoaodlvt  that  onoc  cooninittecl  to  the  trial  with  all  the 
aamaovnai  {lowm*  of  Eiin)|Ks  the  country  would  have  the 
bttaesB  and  fortitude  utx-emarY  to  go  throii^i  witit  it.  W* 
Bot  let  gcntlcaien  too  haftlily  decide  this  U»t  point  in  tlir 
■Hi  mat  ink  Let  them  call  to  their  recollection  the  famous 
Ordem  in  Council; — let  them*  above  all,  bear  in  mind, 
that  we  have  yet  hml  but  one  trial  nf  thi*  diM;riiiunatinj{ 
irajfare,i — (he  trial  with  the  United  Statea  of  America, — 
aad  that  we  come  out  of  that  trial,  after  several  years'  piT- 
levcrmnce,  by  cuneeding  the  very  object,  for  tlw  uiaintcoance 
of  whicJt  it  iuid  lK.>en  carried  on.  Would  it  be  pulitic,  or 
djpiified,  to  eugaf^  in  a  like  struggle  in  Europe,  with  th« 
mk  of  arriving  at  tiie  same  renuU  ?  In  conuneree,  in  uavi. 
gaSian,  in  naval  power,  and  niahlime  pretcDiiooSf  tlur  United 
SilBtaa  arc  our  most  fonnidoblc  rival ;  and  wc  am  now  ar- 
nogncxl  for  not  withholding  fruin  Pnutsia  and  Deuinark, 
wiiat  parliouient  and  the  country,  ten  years  agOj  concurretl 
ia  yieUliug  to  Anterica. 

Under  what  drcumstonceft  did  ICngland  found  her  Navi- 
gitaoA  System  f  When  her  conunencial  marine  wait,  compa- 
mivtly,  insignificant,  her  wealth  inoonfuicrablr,  before 
mamifarture*  were  cfttabliahed,  and  when  sliu  exported  ixini, 
wuol«  and  otiwr  raw  materials.  When,  on  the  other  luuid, 
UnUaikl  and  the  Netherlands  were  rich,  possessed  of  great 
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manufactures,  ami  lA'  the  largest  portion  of  the  caiTying 
trade  of  Kumpe  and  the  world.  Wliat  hn8  followed  i*  The 
commercial  mariiw  of  the  latter  countries  has  dwindled 
away,  and  that  of  Great  Britain  is  now  immense.  But,  in 
the  progress  of  llie  change,  England  is  become  the  great 
scat  of  manufacturer  and  trading  wealth,  fre<|Ueut]y  im- 
porting, and  never  exporting,  com  ;  drawing  raw  maieriaU 
froni,  and  sending  out  manufnctureil  gwxU  to,  all  parts  of 
the  world.  This  was  our  state,  though  in  a  far  less  degree 
than  at  present,  when  America  became  independent.  She 
started  by  R])plying  towards  us  the  system,  which  we  hod 
applied  towards  Holland.  She  was  then  poor,  with  a  very 
small  conmiercial  marine,  without  maiuifactureis  haviug 
com  and  raw  materials  to  export ;— and  we  know  what  her 
shipping  now  is.  liCt  Gentlemen  reflect  on  these  circum- 
stances before  they  decide  that  it  is  necessarily  wise  to 
enter  upon  a  similar  contest  with  other  [>o(>r  and  unmanu- 
factimng  countries.  LfCt  them  seriously  consider,  whether 
a  system  of  tliscriudnating  duties, — now  that  the  exclusive 
patent  by  which  we  held  tliat  system  is  expired, — is  not  the 
expedient  of  such  a  country  as  I  have  described,  rather 
than  tlic  resource  of  one  which  already  possesses  the  largest 
commercial  marine  in  the  world.  They  will  then  see,  that 
it  may  jxistdbly  be  a  wise  policy  to  divert  such  countries 
from  that  system,  rather  than  to  goad  them  on,  or  even  leave 
them  a  pretext  for  going  into  it- 
Let  us  for  a  moment,  however,  suppose  that,  at  aU 
hazards  we  have  embarked  in  this  warfare  of  Counter- 
acting  Duties.  They  who  recommend  this  policy  have  no 
right  to  a-isumc  that,  in  the  progress  of  the  struggle,  the 
discriminating  duties  imposed  iu  the  foreign  country  (Prus- 
sia»  for  example)  on  Brilinh  shipping,  will  not  be,  at  least, 
equivalent  to  the  like  duties  levied  in  England  on  Prussian 
shipping.     The  United  States  did  not  content  themselves 
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wMl  «qafWleAcy, — thry  wvnl   ntnrr  hobllv  lo  wnri  ; — to 
ni|>iit  AfiT  Eoropean  ptiwrr.     If  itjuiMik'nC  diitir*  lie  cnU- 
bUsh«d  oo  both  mHes,  how  will  ihcy  operate  ?    It  b  dear 
that  the  !«hippng  of  aach  oMiDtry  will  fttaml  in   the  uxiu! 
MJatire  tattution  to  thnt  nf  thr  other,  as  if  mi  Mich  ihitWit 
iMd  bam  ImpoMii ;  ihr  diitii-s  thi*n*rarv,  in  bi»fb  coutiiniii 
wdl  \tc  a  tax,  and  a  vrry  ohj<H*ticmiil>lt>  ao^  upon  the  inter- 
«lnttgc  of  thrir  mpcctivr  productions.     But,  an  thoie  pro- 
chciiona  are  diffiitmt,  thcNf  duticH  will  affect  ditformtly  the 
MlMCiy  of  the  contending  portico     Our  pritK-ifml  rvporta 
to  the  North  of  Eumpe  are  maniifncturrd  gaod«  and  cnlo- 
nU  pfoduce ; — our  im^iort^  timUr,  hrnip,  flax,  ^litrh,   tor 
(dccarforadlT  cnni),  and  otiifr  raw  nuitt'i-iaiK.     The*  tomirr 
mittt  Iv  mild  dearer  in  the  forri^  wnintrvi-^thc  latter  in 
thj*  onintrT, — hy  nil  t^K'  anmunt  of  the  tax.     What  it*  thu 
li  tlie  forri^f  eotmtry,  hut   a   premium  Against  our  manu- 
beturvft*  in  ftivmimf  thr  rival  mttnufaeiun-'iof  oth4*r  ataln, 
or  uf  the  inifiortin^  state  itdrlf ;— ^nd  in  thin  country*  but 
t  tax  upon  raw  niatrriiiU  rtipiiHite  for  canryin^  on  our  own 
iMDufactunni  ?    A   nhip.    f<rr  instance,   \n  a  inanufncttired 
tftlcle,  and,  to  encnumgeour  shipping,  hero  in  an  additional 
tax  upon  the  raw  nmtcrialn  of  thnt  manufacture  !  Our  cot- 
ton ^idm  iMir  Wfwillfn  HtutTis  IwrrlT  iTmrntnin  a  c<mip<'tition 
vYth  tltoM-  of  other  countrit's,  tan\  Ihti'  in  nn  additional  tax 
on  their  imptirtAtion  into  th«we  eonntrieA,  to  turn  the  <arate 
agahkst  usf  Our  West-India  planters  coinpliiin  of  the  low 
price  of  their  prnthictions  ami   wr  provcikc  an  additional 
tax,  which  ttridx  to  shut  tlwin  altojtetlK-r  out  of  the  (Virci^ 
vaHtet  f  If  tlie  end  of  thlii  warfare  nhoidd  he,  aa,  pu4ifd 
lo   the  extreme,  it  mi^t   be,  that  each  country   *lvmW 
export    ttn   own    prodiictioflm    m    itn  own  Hhip«,  nml    no 
ODUntry  iinp>rt  the*   prmhictionK  of  another,    in  the  Hliips 
of  tint  other,  which  would  he  the  ij^reateat  lo#er,  the  eotm- 
e«-  ITI.  D 
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try  mfthufacturing,  or  the  country  producing  the  raw  nia-r^ 
torials  ? 

I  will  not  even  glance  at  the  effect  of  all  this  strife  upon 
the  confiumorst  that  is,  upon  the  bulk  of  tlie  population^ 
l}ccaU8«  1  know  that,  in  certain  quarters,  I  &haU  be  taxed 
with  theoiy,  if  I  stand  up  for  the  general  interest  of  the 
community,  against  the  pretensions  of  a  particular  class^ 
when  the  interest  of  that  class  is  supposed  to  be  at  stake. 
Indeed,  1  linve  no  doubt  I  sliall  1>e  told  by  some  practical 
men,  that  all  this  is  theory,  to  which  they  have  a  short 
answer.  That  answer  is,  "  We  do  not  want  any  thing 
from  the  Baltic.  We  have  jilcnty  of  timU-r,  &c.  ii»  Cannda4 
nil  «f  whitrh  would  be  brought  homo  in  Hrititih  Sliippingv 
and,  therefore,  the  powen;  of  the  Baltic  must  submit  to  our 
di»criminatintr  duties,  without  retaliation,  or  be  content  to 
lose  our  trade."^  I  ivally  know  not  how  to  rea.^n  with 
such  logicians.  I  beliere  the  Baltic  can  do  to  the  ftdl  as 
well  without  us,  as  we  can  do  without  the  Baltic.  We  im- 
port quite  as  much  timber  from  Canada  as  cnn  \)c  used  for 
the  purposes  for  which  that  timber  is  fit.  For  oUier,  and 
more  important  piu'poses,  we  want  timber  of  better  and 
more  durable  qualities. 

Looking  to  the  Shipping  Interests  of  this  country,  and  to 
tlie  interests  of  Canada,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think 
wc  have  done  too  much  for  those  interests,  in  the  great  pre- 
ference, in  point  of  duty,  which  we  have  given  to  the 
('anuda  limber,  and  in  llie  amsequent  sacrificeR  which  we 
make  to  encourage  the  importation  of  that  timber,  inferior 
as  it  is;  but  I  must  say,  at  tlie  saVne  time,  that  the  great 
annual  increase  of  the  importation  fnum  our  North  Ameri- 
can posse»ai<ms,  under  the  present  duty,  tdiow^  diat  the 
proportion  whith  it  bt-ars  to  the  Baltic  duty  1ms  nnt  been 
settled  to  the  disadvmitjigeof  the  ship]nng  employed  in  the 
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CiBaifal'tiwie.  Were  it  necnmay,  b(im'v<T,  to  make  an 
optioo  between  a  contc?tt  of  iliMrinuiiutin;;  iliilicv  wjtii 
PnnsJA  in  ibc  timber  trade,  or  a  further  n-ductiun  of  the 
duty  on  Cannila  tiinl)cr,  for  the  |^nsitt*r  CDcmiragnnnU  of 
our  shrppin^^  I  crrtainly  shoulii  prefix  thi*  latter  nieasurr, 
a*  the  Icoht  iiijuKuuti  uf  the  two  to  itll  the  otlicr  inliTrsta  uf 
iJnia  CKNintry. 

For  till-  r(.<aftnw  which  I  liavc  iiuw  itafiad«  his  Blajc«ty^a 
Oov<Gmment  have  tliaii^it  it  uiorc  pntdeot  and  Dion*  dig- 
nified to  enter  into  amicable  arrangimeuta  wiOi  uUkt 
poircrs,  fioundeci  on  thr  ba«B  nf  mutual  intervftt,  and  entire 
Tvopcioctty  of  advantages,  ratJicr  tJian  mil>ark  in  a  content 
of  oomniercial  hostility  ami  recipnical  txcUiMim  ;•— «  »vfttem, 
at  bc«t,  of  dttubtful  tKiOefit  to  the  Stiipping  Inti^rent ; — 
invciving  the  certainty  of  great  injury  to  all  the  other  im- 
portant interatfl  of  the  country ;  and  wliiirh  would,  at  lant, 
place  Porh'ament  and  the  Gorcmmcnt  in  the  painful  altsr- 
nadTCf  either  of  turning  n  deaf  car  to  the  coaiplaiutA  uf 
the  many  wh*>  would  MifTis'  from  ilie  com«»t,-"^ir  of  tcnni- 
■■tiii^it,  ttii  utlitT  omtcstA  uf  a  liki-  nutun.*  have  hem  tat* 
Mrfaated,  by  LXJooesHion,  bringing  with  it  not  only  immediate 
humiliation,  but  other  conscquencen  which  do  not  end  with 
the  concession  itself. 

But  it  i&  asaerCed,  that  wu  sliould  not  have  lxn*n  cum- 
pellnl  to  make  our  choiix*  betweeu  Uicse  allcniatjvoa. 
Whibt  I  entreat  the  Houmc  to  bear  in  mind  tlie  circum- 
Mance*  which  I  have  already  Htated,  in  rcnpcct  to  the  general 
IMinf^  which  prevails  in  the  maritime  countries  t^  Kurope, 
and  isi  America,  I  must  now  call  their  attention  to  the  steps 
which  had  been  actually  taken  by  Pruaiiia  (the  fir»t  puwer, 
alter  the  United  States,  with  which  we  entered  tntua  treaty 
Bpoo  this  subject),  Itefore  the  negnciatinn  uf  (hut  treaty  was 
cntcrfadiicd  by  his  Majeaty^s  Govemiuent. 

I  hold.  Sir,  in  my  hand  a  Report,  made  on  the  6lh  of 
n  2 
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August  18S2,  by  the  British  Consul   at  Daiitzic,  also  Rcw^ 
portfi  of  the  Vice-Consuls  at  Konigsberg  and  Memel,  to  the 
Secretory  of  State  for  Foreign  AlTairs.     I  will  not  trouble,  ] 
the  House  with  reading  the  whole  of  these  dispatches,  but 
I    request  their   particular   attention  to  tlie  following  ex- 
tracts :— 

E.Kract  of  a  Despatch  from  Mr.  C(*n9nl  Gihsmi,  dfUed  Dantzift 
thi'Cuh  August  1022. 
"  Nly  Lord  : — I  do  m\-sclf  tho  honi>ur  to  transmit  to  your  LordfMp 
a  tranaUtion  of  the  Order  of  Calnnct  <wbirh  T  have  nnly  dow  be«n 
able  to  procure)  rt'^pectiii^  an  increase  of  the  Goverumi-'iit  Port 
Charges  In  the  Prussian  Port*,  on  vessels  belonging  to  couulries  be- 
tween which  and  Pniasla  no  reciprocity  liaa  been  fixed  by  treaty,  or 
which  do  not  otherwise  treat  Prussian  ships  and  their  c^t^o^h  ns  ad> 
Tantagpously  aa  their  own.  Prussia  has  made  arranj^L'nifnls  with 
UoIIoiid,  Detiinark,  and  America,  fore^tablishintt:  a  reciprocity-  in  this 
respect,  and  the  present  relation  has  evidently  fur  object  lo  induce 
other  countriea,  particutarljf  Britain^  to  enter  into  a  BimtUr  arrange- 
ment, 

**  At  present  Prussian,  Dutch,  Danish  and  American  ships  pay,  an 
public  port  charges  here,  about  46}  common  |!;roshe3,  or  about  Xl^. 
sterling,  per  last  of  4,0001b.  (about  4,1'inib.  En{rtish),  or  abmit  1| 
tona  British  meaauremeni ;  while  British  and  other  vessels  payal>out 
77f  eoninion  grushes,  or  about  2B|(/.  sterling  per  iaat,  making  )i\d. 
sterling  per  ton  measurement  more.  The  advance  that  is  to  take 
place  will  make,  aa  it  will  be  payable  in  gold  at  a  lofiin^r  valualion, 
viz. 

On  ships  coming  in  with  a  fall  cargo  of  goods,  about,..  .'iH  '^w    4 

Do.  with  a  quarter  of  a  cai^  or  lc«8     £5J  rf§i 

Do.  going  out  with  a  full  cargo     „ 2!*  t  ^S.! 

Do.  with  a  quarter  of  a  cargo  or  leas    ^„,  14}  Jz.    I 

'*  Thus  vessels  arriving  even  in  ballast,  and  taking  a  cargo  back, 
will  in  future  be  burthencd  with  about  37Jrf.  sterling  per  ton  mea- 
florement  more  government  port  charges  than  Prussian  shi|Mi ;  which 
however  is  not  ({uite  to  great  an  advantage  to  thp  latter  as  British 
TcaseU  have  over  Prussian  in  Britain,  by  p8\inp  lower  port  charges, 
light  money,  &c.  and  less  duty  on  the  cargo,  if  of  timber  for  instance, 
which  gives  tli«  chief  employment  to  Prusfiian  ebtpH. 
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"  The  PnimiftD  f^vernment  niske  thJR  new  port-charfre  re{rulatioD 
professedly  from  the  interest  created  by  the  nituation  of  their  ihip- 
ownen,  who  are  indeed  all  |^in|^  to  min.*' 

Cabinet  Order  q/"  the  20th  June  1 822,  /or  the  Ettcouragement  of 
Home  Shipping. 
**  In  coosideration  of  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  shipping  of  thia 
coootry  for  aereral  years  past,  and  in  consequence  of  the  represen- 
tations made  to  me,  founded  on  divers  consultations,  that  the  unftt- 
Toorable  state  of  things  operates  the  more  injuriously  on  the  said 
tnda,  aa  the  principles  always  obser^'ed  here,  of  imposing  moderate 
buztheiis  on  foreign  ship*  frequenting  Prussian  ports,  and  of  lening 
the  aune  duties  oa  goods  imported  or  exported,  whether  in  foreign 
or  in  nytire  ships,    are  not  adopted   in  several    foreign    ports  fre- 
quented by  Prussian  ships ;  I  have  resolved,  so  long  as  these  relations 
sobaist,  so  detrimental  to  the  maintenance  of  this  important  branch 
of  domestic  trade,  to  grant  the  said  trade  greater  ad\-«ntages  than 
it  ha*  hitherto  enjoyed ;  I  therefore  do  ordain, 

**  Fint.  That  the  coasting  trade  from  one  Prussian  port  to  another 
shall  be  considered,   exclusively,  a  branch  of  domestic  trade,  and 
shall  be  carried  on  solely  by  Pruasian  vessels,  under  pain  of  ship 
mod  prtq>erty  being  confiscated,  upon  any  foreign  ship-master  being 
detected  in  it     Exceptions  can  only  be  allowed  in  very  urgent  casea, 
and  only  for  the  public  good,  by  the  provincial  authorities. 

"  Second^.  An  increase  of  the  hitherto  existing  harbour  dues  shall 
tak*  place  in  all  Prussian  ports,  on  foreign  ships  with  cai^f>es,  in- 
coming or  out-going ;  but  the  same  shall  not  be  applicable  to  the 
shipa  of  tboae  nations : — 
**a.  With  which  Prussia  has  treatiea,  placing  her  ships  and  their 
ctrgoea  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  native  ships,  or  with  those 
of  the  moat  favoured  nations,  in  conformity  with  the  stipulation* 
therein  made." 
■*  h.  Which  from  other  causes  treat  Pruasian  ships,  with  their  car- 

goea,  the  same  as  native  vessels  with  theirs. 
■*  With  tikia  reatrictioa  shall  the  increase  take  place,  according  to 
the  following  ratea : — 
»  a.  On  in-coming  ships...B.  2  per  last  of  4,000  Ibi. 
**  6.  On  out-going    ditto  ......  1  ........  ditto. 

**  e.  On  ships  that  have  only  one-fourth  of  a  cargo,  or  less,  one- 
half  of  the  above ;  say, 

**  Ia<«oming.,...,  1  —  out-goii^.,...,  |. 
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*'  Ships  ill  hatlast  arc  not  iiulijpct  lo  the  iticrcQ'^cd  impcntii. 

"  The  proceeds  of  this  impost  shall  not  he  considered  as  an  nddi' 
tionil  source  of  revenue  to  the  state;  but  ahall  be  applied  fur  ihe 
benefit  of  the  flhip-owner«,  accordingly  m  you,  the  Miniater  uf  Con-  ^ 
rnuree,  nhall  propose  to  me. 

"  Thirdljf,  In  order  to  present,  as  far  as  is  in  the  power  of  the 
slatp,  a  real  Bouree  of  profit  to  the  ship-owners,  tho  conii-yanco  of 
such  goods  as  may  be  for  account  of  the  (government,  ^hall  be  effected, 
in  preference,  by  native  ships,  regarding  which  1  refer  lo  n»y  partf- 
t-ular  order  uf  this  day. 

"  The  first  and  third  of  the  foregoing  enatimenta  shall  be  put  in 
force  immediately;  but  the  second  point  only  iu  three  months  after 
publication  of  Hm  order,  which  is  to  be  made  Ihrnagh  tho  Lollecliou 
of  lawn,  and  according  to  which  the  needful  i«  to  be  decreed. 

tSignod)  *'  Khkobbick  W'ii.mbi-m," 

Ejcimct  uf  a  Denpahh  fruia  f^ice-0>nMil  Tukty  dated  Konipt- 
berg,  22rf  Atigwt  182^. 

"  Sir: — I  beg  leave  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to 
several  new  laws  and  rpgtilati<in»  uf  the  Prussian  goverunient.  which 
■re  highly  dtftrlmental  to  the  British  trade,  and  respecting  which 
numerous  complaints  have  been  made  to  rao  by  the  mercli&ntj«  siiil 
ship-masters  interested  in  the  trade  betM'cen  this  countr)-  and  Great 
Britain. 

"  By  the  last  tarifT,  a  duty  of  one  guilder  per  hundred-weight  Is 
imposed  on  all  flax,  hemp,  and  tow,  shipped  in  foreign  vessels.  This 
is  probably  intended  as  a  measure  of  retaiiation  for  the  difference  of 
import  duty  charged  in  (ircat  Britain  between  goods  arriving  in 
British  and  foreign  ressela.  This  law  has  obliged  several  British 
.ihips  this  summer  to  load  flax  at  the  hiw  rate  of  thirty  shillings  per 
ton,  instead  of  flft)-  shillings,  which  they  would  have  got,  had  not  the 
merchants  been  obliged  In  pay  twenty  florins  per  ton  export  duty, 
because  the  goods  were  shipped  in  a  British  Teasel.  As  hemp  and 
Rax  are,  now  that  the  com  trade  no  longer  exista,  the  priiicipa] 
articles  of  export  from  hence,  thia  duty  bears  exceedingly  bard  on 
Brilish  vessels. 

•*  According  to  a  Cabinet  Order,  dated  Berlin,   2l)th  June  1822, 
intended  for  tho  encouragement  of  Prussian  shipping,  the  king  ha«^ 
been  pleased  to  diivct  a  duty  of  three  dollars  per  last  lo  be  charged 
on  all  foreign  vesH-'ls  arriving  with  rargpcs  after  the  expiration  of 
ihrce  months.     This  lax  is  so  important  in  its  conaequcnces  as  to  de- 
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lauuid  inmuidiati  •ttentuia,  for  a  moilpntr  •Jxod  \o*»e\  will,  hy  ihu 
r«  W  ecMipcUvd  to  pay  thncr  huutn-il  doIUn  in  Hldiliun  (u  ibo 
•XMCiitf  lw«i7  eh«ff«v  which  will  enlindy  prvvcat  cMr  WMelii  fraw 
iljiij  bn  tht  cwryiay  trB<U  frow  ho«M  to  thii  coaairr." 

Bttrad  ^f  a  Ditxpatch  from  rtrti-OmmU  Ftmeler,  <toM  Afmet^ 

.    "  Thi*  diltrcncc  between  Brituh  an<l  PrUMiui  ihippinif**  (i.  «.  tkv 

liffercnce  etUblubcd  Uy  the  Dccrcu  of  «Oth  of  June),  *'  miwt  dri«« 

IiIm  rarrrin^  trmde  in  BrilUh  bottom*  frum  ihir  port.  In  tht*  gT9Ui 

■iiiry  of  tlw  Drili'h   "hippinjr   intrrt*4t;  fur   »\**ni\   ihnv  hutidmd 

Srimh  rcsM'ls,  un  ui  Kveragr,  Ixxul  lu*rr  annually  with  liinlier  for 

Uln-at  Britain^  which  of  courvc  cannot  bear  «wrh  heavy  charyvfl   m 

MWguaa  coaii«ling  uf  grain,  Box,  hemp,  talldw,  lie.  kc,,  and  which 

!  of  M  much  runrc  contidvrablo  value.     The  uterrhanli  hcrx\  whu 

>  pnnctpaily  BrilUh,   have  prutvstril  s^aiii^t  thi«  nrw  rt'i^Inliun, 

Ip*tituma4  tht  PruMbui  govemnieht  for  tbo  re[H*d  thorr<tf/' 

Frtmi  whut  I  have  now  read,  the  Hou<te  wUl  at  micr 
thu  uAturt}  of  the  mcoflurcH  adopted  by  tUv 
Govcrmnent,  in  the  yeiir  lHS!i,  and  the  luucivt-M 
rhich  infiDcnaxi  thi*m  in  thai  procfodtng.  Wlul  wa* 
the  otmwquDDcc  of  thesi*  nionsurcH  ?  Why,  thut,  U\  {\w 
(t  yv^T,  1823,  the  DoArd  (if  Tradi*,  and  nthiT  dqmrt- 
it»  of  the  govi:rxiint*nt,  were  aiuailed  with  rqimun- 
from  all  qiiartcrftf  cuonectvd  with  the  Hhippin^ 
trade  of  the  country,  against  llie  heavy  cliarj^'*  ini- 
upon  British  ships  in  tlie  \tort«  of  Pniiwia.  In  such 
Brcunwtancos,  what  course  did  his  Majesty's  Guvcrnmcnt 
■lake?  AVe  frit  it  to  be  our  duty,  in  the  Ctrst  instunce,  to 
f<oiiiinunicale  with  the  Pruxtuoii  nuninler  in  tliia  country  : 
iMMtd  our  nuDifttcr  at  Berlin  wua,  I  l>eheve»  alio  directed  to 
confer  with  the  PnissiBn  Govemnient  on  the  subject.  I 
myself  had  a  r<mfen^nc<'  wilh  the  PrusRian  !inni«1er  nt  this 
CMirlf  and  I  well  rx-collccl  the  nulisUince  of  his  reply  to 
roe;  **  Ymi  havr**  he  said,  "  act  us  the  euuu[ile,  liy  your 
port  and  light  charK«-*«,  and  your  di»criininating  duticb  on 
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Pnifisian  sliips ;  tind  wc  have  not  pnie  iK-yond  the  iimits  of 
that  exani])le.  Hitherto,  we  have  confined  the  increase  of 
our  jwrt  ondtonnage  charges  to  ships  only  ;  but  it  is  the 
intention  of  my  Government  next  year"  (and  of  this  he 
shewed  me  the  written  proof),  "  to  imitate  y<ni  still  more 
closely,  by  imposing  discriminating  duties  on  the  goods 
imported  in  your  ships.  Our  object  is  a  just  protection  to 
our  own  navigation  ;  and  so  long  as  the  measure  of  our 
protection  does  not  exceed  that  which  is  alforded  in  your 
ports  to  British  ships,  we  cannot  see  wim  what  reason  you 
•can  complain.*^ 

Against  such  a  reply,  what  remonstrance  could  we^ 
in  fairness,  make  to  the  Prussian  Government  ?  We  might 
have  addressed  ourselve^^  it  may  be  said  by  some,  to  the 
friendly  feelings  of  that  goveniment; — we  might  have 
pleaded  long  usage  in  eup|)ort  of  our  discriminating  duties; 
— wc  might  have  urged  the  advantages  which  I'ruana 
derired  from  her  trade  with  England.  Appeals  like  these 
were  not  forgotten  in  the  discussion,  but  they  were  of  little 
avail  against  the  fact  stateil  by  Mr.  Consul  Gibson— that 
**  the  Prussian  ship-owners  were  all  going  to  ruin.*' 

Uy  others  it  may  be  said,  **  your  duty  was  to  retaliate, 
by  increasing  your  own  port  charges,  and  discriminating 
duties,  on  Prussian  shipping."  1  have  alreocly  stated  gene- 
rally my  reasons  against  the  policy  of  this  latter  courso. 
We  were  not  prejiarcd  to  begin  a  system  of  commercial 
hostility,  which,  if  followed  up  on  both  sides  to  its  legiti- 
mate consecjuences,  could  only  lend  to  reciprocal  prohibit 
tioQ.  In  this  state  of  tilings,  more  prudently,  an  I  contend, 
wc  entered  upon  an  amicable  negociation  with  the  Prussian 
Govermnent,  \ipon  the  principle  of  our  treaty  with  tlie 
United  Slates, — that  of  al>olishing,  on  both  sides,  all  dis- 
criminating duties  on  the  ships  and  goods  of  the  respecti\*e 
countries  in  the  ports  of  the  other. 
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Havnifif  conclttdetl  an  aruaa^fxamt  with  I'russiA  upim 
l>ita  basts,  wc  «oao  fountl  it  aeeewry  to  do  tbe  mtae  with 
sooic  odicr  of  the  Nurtbern  States.  Simiior  convmtiaos 
wvte  aroordingly  miereil  into  witJi  lleiiuiiLrk  ami  Swcdok 
Hrciimcity  t»  ttie  fuuiitluliifii  of  all  (hiit«  ciiawntiimN ;  Init 
it  is  uoly  £sir  tu  odd,  that  they  cuntjuu  utbtir  slipuUtiunii 
Cor  ^ymg  Cscility  to  trade,  siul  frtim  which  the  ouimncrri' 
td  this  country,  1  am  nnMnH,  will,  tn  the  mult,  derive 
ooosiilerablc  wlTsotagr. 

When  hsK  MAJrsiiy^  Government  had  succraoively  luade 
the  concesiuon  of  thne  discriniiiiatinf^  duties  Ut  tlie  United 
States,  to  Pru^ia,  to  Deraiiark,  utMi  to  Sweden.  I  lUiould 
have  hem  ashamed  of  the  CounciU  of  this  country,  if  we 
had  hesitated  to  onUT  iato  a  similar  ai^rremcnt  with  the 
frae  lianscstie  towns  of  Hamburgh,  Hnmirn,  nud  I.uhcck. 
little  Stntc*,  I  jutmit,  liad  iiuyKwed  uo  diu'riunnuting 
ndutscK  u|xm  our  ftlups,  Utuugh  they  iiud  the  piwur  to  liu 
wo.  But  wnuhJ  it  have  been  wurthy  of  the  character  of 
\  great  country,  consistent  witJi  its  justice,  or  honcmr- 
■bW  to  its  gmierufiity,  to  oootinue  to  lexy,  upon  the  tmde 
anil  Nhipping  of  these  ports.  duti««  which  were  no  lunger 
paid  by  the  subjects  of  more  powerful  Statca;— ti>  have 
made  tlirir  forltairanoe  the  plea  ftjr  our  exaction,  or  to  luive 
.waited  to  do  an  net  (if  justice  until  they  luid  deprived  us 
that  plea? 

in  our  trcaiment  of  these  free  towns,  this  country  ought 
altogether  to  foi^et  that,  amidst  the  harharotis  igno- 
,  and  habitual  viotcnee^  of  the  feudal  agt-M,  those  little 
I  wcrtr  the  n*fuge  uf  commerce,  unii  tlic  nurseries  of 
ctvilizatioiK  They  were  the  tianctuaries^  in  which  tlie  arts 
Lpamnta,  mntit  conducive  to  the  enjoyments  and  iin- 
;  of  mankind,  were  respected,  amidst  the  scenes 
of  blaodshad,  rapine,  and  insecurity,  by  which  they  were 
too  often  sum>unded.     With  thcue  reculloclions  1  shall, 
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perhaps  l>c  excuse*!  if  I  express  my  regret,  that  several  of 
tile  little  tradinir  uHiiniuiiities  on  the  Continent  have  ceascti 
to  be  free  and  indcjMmdent.  In  j»oint  of  ]>olicy>  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me  that  the  incorporation  of  these  com- 
munities with  the  n)ilitary  monarchies  of  the  Continent, 
was  not  the  most  eatisfuctory  port  of  tlie  lute  acttleJnent  of 
Kurope.  This  incorpttration  was,  probably*  more  the  in- 
evitable exjosequence  of  tlie  general  derangement  of  the 
war,  than  the  legitimate  result  of  the  ])rincip!es  which  pre- 
vailed at  the  restoration  of  }jeace.  Were  I  tlis}>0!>ed  to 
illustrate  the  inconvenience  of  that  incoriwration,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  present  subject,  I  niiglit,  not  inop|xirtunely, 
refer  to  Dantzic.  If,  instead  of  passing  under  tiie  dominion 
of  an  absolute  monarchy,  tlial  town  (formerly,  I  believe, 
one  of  the  Hanseatic  Leafrue)  had  continued  free  like 
Hamburgh,  and  had  the  Govcnmient  of  Prussia^then  aaid, 
— '*  You  shall  not  trade  nnth  us,  except  on  such  and  such 
conditions,**— our  answer  might  have  beeo,  **  the  oom- 
modities  which  we  want  from  your  comitry  we  can  procure 
at  Dantxic,  where  no  such  conditions  are  imposed  on  Britisli 
diips." 

If  we  look  at  the  present  question  at*  connected  witli 
our  maritime  strength,  I  contend  that  theix-  can  l>c  little 
or  no  danger  from  the  arrangements  which  I  have  now  des- 
cribed. The  states  to  which  those  arrangements  extcMid, 
from  their  situation,  and  from  many  other  circumstances, 
which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  mention,  never  can  he- 
come  formidable  as  maritiuie  powers  ; — they  never  can  dis- 
pute with  us  the  ascendancy  on  the  ocean,  nor  have  they 
an  interest  in  assisting  others  to  obtain  that  aacendancy. 
Their  commercial  interests,  and  regard  to  their  own 
security,  nmst  alike  incline  them  to  our  side. 

In  time  of  peace,  it  is  well  known,  the  |x)licy  of  this 
country  uxcludesj  as  nmch  as  possible,  from  our  commercial 
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rine  Oie  nntivos  of  all  furri^  countfint ;  but,  in  Cimp  of 

r,  when  iHir  native  Htfamm  arc  rcquinxi  for  the  Kn^m 

rtcv,  wc  arv  under  the  neoesMt^r  tjf  wlmiiting  \i>]imtcani 

fmm  other  cuuntriL>A  toman  our  mi*rchimt>shipaL     Thi*  eon* 

itacQoe  U  that,  from  our  multtjili(<(i  intorcmirsF  with  tho«c 

^weondvry  atatea,  their  seamen,  in  time  of  war,  tempted  hy 

''hifl^er  wa|^  and  other  advantagen,  assdnt  In  nmtmin^  our 

merchant  ahipc,  and  thereby  afford  tu  great  facUUiva  for 

tcarrying  on  our  extendve  ixmimercr.     On  the  restainition  nf 

the«c  Tolunteerft  are,  muit  of  ttiem,  forced  to  seek 

ployment  agBBi    in    the    merchantmen    of  their  own 

oountries;  and   their    rrtiim    thither  contributeit   to  gire 

activity    to    the    cumniercial    marine    nf   thoae 


ir,  therefore,  by  thia  tyKem  of  extended  reciprocity^  a 

rhflt  lar^T  share  of  the  carrying  trade  between  Grvat 
ritain  and  tbew  Mcondary  atates  devolve  U*  their  nhip- 
^ping,  in  time  of  peace,  lo  far  an  this  participation  is  ob- 
tained at  the  expenae  of  any  diminifihcd  employment  lor 
l«ur  own  shipping,  we  may  regret  the  iliniiniition :  at   tiM 
^■ametime,  if  tlic  circuni.ttAnees  which  Icud   Ui  it    l»e  un- 
pawoidj^ile,  it  ia  some  consolation  to  know,  that  the  cormi- 
ling    increajie,   elsewhere,    is    divided    among    those 
stries  whicli  cannot  be  dangerous,  and  are  likely  to  bo 
^taoU  useful  to  us,  in  time  of  wnr. 

The  Timber  trade  with  Norway  hax,  at  all  ttmeft,  hoeti 

' earned  on  chiefly  in   the  ship  of  that  cnuiilry.     Tlu-y  are 

aiU  for  tlw  jmrpoiie,  in  the  cbcapttit  manner,  but  so  rudely 

(constructed,  an  to  Ix*   unfit  for  the  conveyance  of  alroaat 

any  otlier  article.     In  respect  to  the  Prussian  timlier  sliips 

Ithey  ore  also  of  a  con»trt»tion  very  inferior  Ut  ihv  -hijjpin^ 

of  this  country,  built  for  the  j»iiriw»--  ..f  Lnncnd  tnule.   Wl- 

are  told  by  motit  of  the  Pctitiuiu  i  ^utv^  arc  iulduce<l 

^to  prove  the  statciiicni:*,  tlmt  Uu'y  aiv  sent  to  bcu  and  navi- 
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gated  at  less  than  one-half  of  the  exj>cnse  of  British  ships. 
If  it  be  so,  the  rcstoralion  of  the  discriminating  duty,  to 
the  repeal  of  which  these  Petitioners  attrihutc  all  their 
presetit  difficulties,  would  be  of  little  avail  to  protect  thcni. 
That  pnrtcction  was  2«.  Orf.  upon  a  load  of  tinvhor,  Ix'ing 
the  diff'erence  between  57*.  9rf.,  the  duty  in  a  foreign,  and 
BSs.y  the  duty  in  a  British  ship,  exclusive  of  some  diilbr- 
ence  on  account  of  lower  jwrt  charges,  and  light  money, 
|>aid  by  the  British  ship.  Against  this  advantage,  ihenv 
fore,  incur  [wrLs,  was  to  be  set  oft*  the  alien  duty  of  Ss.  l}d- 
a  ton,  impo«ed  on  British  ships  in  the  Prussian  ^wrts, 
whether  with  a  au-go  or  in  ballast.  The  balance,  therefore, 
on  our  side  would  be  next  to  nothing, — ^totally  inadequate, 
upon  the  shewing  of  the  jjetitioners,  as  protection  ;  but  just 
enougli  to  excite  irritation,  and  to  afford  a  pretence  for 
vexatious  restrictions  on  British  commerce,  and  on  the  intro- 
(hiction  of  Irtish  manufactures  into  the  Prussian  dominions. 
It  has  also  been  stated  by  some  of  the  petitioners,  that  ship- 
building in  this  country  is  rendered  more  cx|5cnsive  by 
taxes  on  the  materials,  from  which  other  countries  are 
exemjit.  I  am  not  aware  tliat,  in  the  [K-titiun  from  the 
Shipping  Interest  in  the  port  of  London,  praying  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  discriminating  duties,  the  Petitioners  urge 
the  direct  taxation  upon  the  materials  employed  in  sliijv 
building,  as  a  ground  of  complaint.  It  has  Ijeen  alleged, 
that  the  Americans  build  their  ships  upon  cheaper  terms 
than  we  do.  This  I  do  not  Iwlieve.  Timber,  I  admit,  is 
cheaper  in  the  United  States,  but  almost  every  other 
article  employed  in  ship-building  is  as  dear  as,  and  several 
of  them  dearer  than,  in  tlus  country.  Labour  likewise  is 
dearer,  and  the  pay  of  the  crew  full  as  high  as,  if  not 
higher  tlian,  in  England. 

Alter  all,  there  is  nothing  new  in  the  complaints  now 
made  of  the  increased  employment  of  the  Shipping  of  the 


J 


laeaj 


or   TlIK    UNITFU    UVtitlOM> 


J 


Noctbent  powers,  in  tlu-ir  trade  witli  thin  cotiotry.  Similar 
compUinU  wt*re  mftiic  afti-r  (he  AiiK-rican  wiir.  In  thr 
ytmx  1786,  the  «hjp-ownm  repn-iicnUHl  that  our  law»  gave 
Um>  gmt  BO  uivmnUge  (u  furri^  sliip*,  and  (*)^pFciiiIly  to 
the  forrign  ^ip«  nnpluvi-d  in  tliL-  iiii|x)rtatimi  uf  tinibrr 
firofn  ihr  Hallic. 

lo  ooa^'<iueDoe  of  this   rcprcfcntAtioD,   the   lionnl  of 
Tnult*  uf  that  day  cutcrnl  upon  uii   inquiry  into  tin*  sub- 
ject.    Mr.  Reeveff,  in  hi^  work   on   tlu*  Law  of  Shipping 
and  Navigatiuti,  statirts  in  rt- fvrvDce  to  this  ini|uiry,  tliat — 
*^  In  thr  year  17H6,  it  wanolkM-rved,  tliat  tJir  quantity  ci 
forvign  :^hi{M  iMiiploytad  in   tho  iin|)urtatii]a  of  gouds  from 
Dduuark,   Norway,  Sweden,  and  the  Kai&t  cuuntry,  was 
much  greater  ijt  proportion  to  (he  Bntiiih.  titan  the  foreigQ 
tooiuti^'  ein  ployed  in  utlu*r  Iradm ;  aiul  that  it  waft  tncrca^ 
^K  ^  geo«nd,  and  the  HritiHli  Khipping  employed  in  wime 
of  iheae  trades  was,  at   tJic   »aine  time,  decrt«sing.     A 
refsffTDCc  waH  uiadi*,  in  coujtcquenee,  to  the  Ikiafd  o^  Cu^ 
tarns  to  tee  wlirtlKT  it  might  not  bo  pro|>cr  to  augnu-nt  tik* 
duty,  called  itie  Aiien'n  Duty,  <.»r  |M.'tty  cu»toin,  on  >urh  of 
the  goods  enumerated  and  dcbcrilxxl  in  tlu:  eighth  and  nintli 
sections  of  the  Act  of  Navigation  a»  wcrc  then  subject  to 
iCp  and  were  imported  from  the  l>efor<^mentioncd  cotmtrin; 
and  whether  nueh  increase  would  nuiteriidly  operate  to  in- 
criiatt.'  the  burlhen*  on,   and    coD&equently    the  prices  of, 
those  articles,  if  »uch  duty  were  inereaMxl  gratluallv  ;  that 
i%  bjr  making  it  double  from  tlic  6r^t  of  January  1787,  and 
tnlile   front    the  fint   uf  January  17ttH:  and  in  case  the 
Board  of  Customs  should  bo  of  such  opinion,  then   they 
vcrr  calltfd  upoa    lo   ocnsider,   wln-tber    wnue  sd  vantage 
light  not  be  given  to  Britifih-huilt  «hips  employed  in  those 
Itradcft,  by  lowering  tluf  dutjeii  on  tho»e  articles  when  im- 
jported  in  Hich  ships;  or  whether  both  tliem*  methods  might 
be   pursued    in  such    pruptrrtiunn    ax    might    bcift 
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Attain  the  end  proposed,  ami  not  materially  affect  the 
revenue.'' 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  recourse  was  had  to  these 
expedients,  it  is  to  he  inferred  that,  iijxin  further  con- 
sideration, it  was  found  it  would  not  be  safe  to  risk  the 
experiment.  The  Northern  Powers  had  not  then  com- 
plained of  our  existing  alien  charges  upon  their  shipping; 
they  hatl  taken  no  steps  to  counler\*ail  those  charges  in 
tlieir  ports ;  but  did  it  follow  that  tliey  would  continue 
passive,  if  a  question  then  at  rest  hiul  been  disturbed,  by 
encreasing  those  charges  in  the  manner  suggested  f  In 
my  opinion,  to  leave  the  tjuestion  at  rest,  nn  long  as  pos- 
sible, was  the  wisest  i)olicy  for  this  country.  It  was  the 
policy  pursued  until  the  matter  was  taken  up,  not  by  ua, 
but  by  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  succession  by 
other  powers.  In  that  state  of  things,  and  after  the  ar- 
rangemmts  which  we  had  entered  into  with  those  powers, 
acting  upon  the  necessity  of  the  case,  I  felt,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  session,  that  it  would  be  better  to  make  our 
laws  upon  this  point  square  willi  our  practice;— better,  as 
one  general  rule, — first,  to  tender  to  all  nations  alike,  and 
indiscriminately,  equal  facilities  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, and  equal  inducements  to  visit  the  ports  of  this 
country  with  their  merchandize,  either  for  our  own  con- 
siunption,  or  in  the  way  of  transit  (entrep&t)  to  other  parts 
of  tlie  world :— secondly,  to  abolish  all  discriminating 
duties  aflTecting  differently  the  like  productions  of  foreign 
coimtries,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  establish  one  uniform 
tariff  for  the  whole: — and,  thirdly,  to  reduce  that  tariff  to 
the  lowest  degree,  consistent  in  each  particular  article  with 
the  two  legitimate  objects  of  all  duties,— <.'ither  the  collec- 
tion of  the  necessary  public  reveniic,  or  the  protection 
requisite  for  the  maiiiteiiance  of  our  ovw  internal  indxistry. 
These  arc  the  principles  according  to  which  our  new  Book 
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cif  Rates  has  bcvn  funiiedt  and  tike  rontJirUtioP  of  our 

iimumcrablc  oiui,  in  nuuiv  in?tta»cc-!i,  inooimfttcnt  and  eutf 
irmSetary  Law«  of  Customs  been  afiVctcd. 

A  fav  obsvrvationft  un  our  Cfminirrcial  Policyi  with 
nj^ard  to  our  Colonics  abroadf  will  bring  rae,  I  hoptu  to  the 
eaoduaioa  uf  this  iiu^iortant  inve«ii|;atioqt.  Tlir  funmT 
coiouiai  sy&tcm  uf  thi»  country  was  simply  this,  tliat  our 
poflacMloos  abroad  hHouM  rtMrcirc  all  their  ftupplitii  fmm 
beooe  in  Britiah  shipping,  and  they  worv  prohibited  from 
tmding  directly  with  any  other  country.  lUit  ki  early  as 
tfaff  year  1783t—- the  year  in  which  wc  rcvo/i^xcHl  the  indc- 
pcodcnoc  of  the  Unitiii  St^Ii-s  of  Aiiu'ricii, — it  occurntl  to 
theGuvemuientat  honw,  thatit  wight  Ik*  Minu'what  hard  ti> 
require  of  Uit*  West^India  Colonit^  to  draw  all  their  su|>- 
j>lie:i  fram  the  mother  country.  What.  then,  was  the  linr 
adopted?  Orders  in  rointcil  allowing  ihov  ccrfouica  to 
tzade 4lirectly  with  the  Umtni  States  a(  AnuTica  fai  British 
Sbippingf  were  ]MiMed,  from  time  to  timc»  a»  oeoasioo  nv 
quired,  and  tlte  Ministcfs,  as  oftet^  came  down  to  Parliit- 
meat  for  Bills  uf  ludcnraity,  for  having  so  far  violattxl  tla* 
planUttttt  laws. 

In  pcDoess  of  time,  however,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  jealous  of  a  trade  in  which  Hritinh  Shipping 
alone  wat  employed,  said  to  this  country, — "  If  you  wanl 
the  productionR  of  our  country  for  the  use  of  ymir  eoloQie% 
mad  will  not  allow  us  to  send  them  in  our  sliifM,  we  will 
ortiivly  prohibit  the  exportation  to  your  n)lonics,  in  Britisli 
Slrip^ng,  of  those  ortit-U-s  of  which  your  colonies  stand  in 
need.""  Tht7  did  aa  The  British  Government  luid  thiii 
recDurse  to  another  expedient,  in  order  to  aveK  the  threat- 
coed  ineonveoicncis  and  at  the  Mme  time  to  avoid  any 
poadrc  alteratimi  of  our  Navigation  Lawft.  A  wrt  of 
c|im  mart  or  fair  was  imtahlijihed  at  some  half-way  place 
livlwet.'n  tlic  coa»t  of  America  and  the  West-Indiets  to  which 
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the  ship  of  the  UnitLxi  States  canic,  ami  where,  being  met 
by  uur  traders,  tlie  respective  jvirties  interchanged  com- 
modities, accordiug  to  thdr  nmlual  wantft. 

liut  the  Cn>vernment  of  the  United  States  again  inter- 
fered, and  prohibited  their  ships  (nnn  this  ti-ade.  After  a 
suspension  of  intcrcouree  had  continued  for  some  time,  Par- 
liament, in  the  year  18^  pasfieti  an  Act,  by  which 
American  shi]w  were  allowed  to  trade  directly  lietween 
the  United  States  and  our  colonies  in  the  West-Indies  and 
North  America. 

Now,  let  me  a&k,  was  it  politic,  wax  it  altc^ether  cnnsitt- 
tent  with  impartiality  and  our  friendly  relations  with  the 
North  of  Europe,  to  grant  to  the  shipping  of  the  United 
States,  first,  in  the  trade  between  them  and  this  country^ 
by  tlie  treaty  of  iHlo  ;  and,  secondly  in  the  trade,  by  this 
Act  regularly  legalized,  between  those  states  and  our 
colMties,  privileges,  which  we  continued  to  deny  to  the  rthip- 
ping  of  Frussiu,  of  Denmark,  of  Sweden,  of  Hamburgh, 
and  of  other  trading  cxmimiinities  of  Kurn])e?  U|X)nwhat 
principle  of  lairness,  upon  what  principle  of  suuntl  }K)licv9 
were  we  to  c*(mtinue  tliis  preference  exclusively  to  a  power, 
towards  which,  God  knows,  I  entertain  no  feeling  of  hos- 
tility,— far  from  it ; — but,  when  1  am  speaking  of  (hmt 
nation  in  u  llrilihli  House  of  Commons,  it  is  not  jmprop«fr 
to  say,  that  in  matters  of  navigation  and  naval  power, 
there  exists,  towards  us,  a  spirit  nf  rivalry  in  the  United 
States ; — a  spirit  of  which  I  do  not  complain,  but  which 
should  incline  every  Englishman  to  doubt  t))e  wisdom  of 
any  measure,  lending  to  encourage  the  growth  of  the  cmv 
mercial  marine  of  America,  bv  giving  to  it  privileges  greater 
than  arc  permittod  to  the  shipping  of  other  stales: — states 
less  jealous  of  our  maritime  asccmlancy  in  time  of  war, 
and,  at  all  tunes,  confining  their  views  upon  the  ocean  tA 
the   industrious  employment  of   their  sea-fearing  people. 


wiriaiutiookiny  to  the  ullerioroliject  of,  one  day,  (l{«put{fl^ 
with  Oft  tfaa  dnmininn  cf  that  ooran. 

Coocidenn^,  tlicrefure,  tlus  Act  of  ItHti,  and  the  cliangw 
which  had  laluen  place  in  the  Culunial  Hyilcm  of  other 
Pmren,  it  appeared  to  me,  that  the  litne  wa*  orrivKl  wh«t», 
upOD  every  sound  prmcifilef  it  would  be  right  to  extend  to 
ibe  forvifni  shijipiiig  of  Kurope,  the  fiame  privile^  of 
trading  with  our  coloDtoi  in  the  New  World,  which  had 
been  granted  Ui  tlie  ibipping  of  America;  and  alwi  in  p\> 
a  greater  facility  and  extenidnn  to  the  iitteruourae  lirtwiTii 
foreign  Dountrien  and  mir  ruloniei  generally  ;<^ntrictly  otHi- 
fining,  however,  to  Briiii>h  MhippiniL;  (»nly  all  trodL*  l>etwL'on 
this  country  and  the  colonies,  auil  idl  iDter-eoloiual  Iradv 
between  ihc  different  foreign  poMOAsion^   of  ibo   Britinh 

m  WhoCher  wt*  look  to  the  tnlcrexti4of  ourcouinu'rcr,  uhich 

I  an?  abo  the  interest*  of  our  iiuTiji^tidn ; — wht^ther  wu  luuk 
■  to  tlie  tepcu-atv  ialereaU  of  the  coltmieA,  ^ir  t<»  the  general 
H  talerrtta  of  tlie  parent  country  i-^^x  whether  we  conitider 
^L  ibe  cbaogen  whieh  luve  recently  taken  place,  ettjK'ciaUy  in 
J^f^W^  New  World  ; — all  theae  oonaderation*  appi-ar  to  ni«  to 
eoDcur  in  mipjiorlof  the  measures  to  which  I  Imvc  n-ferrrd, 
nd  tbe  csaJarged  viewit  of  policy  upon   which  they  arc 
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rShip^mig,  like  other  branches  of  bustnett  in  this  country, 
is  liable  to  Huctuation.  There  may  be  groat  excitement 
at  one  period,  and  fi^rcat  depreasioti  at  another.  I>a«t  year, 
for  iiuUncc^  the  deinund  far  exceeded  the  means  of  the 
Brilull  thlp-owncn*  to  supply  it  The  price  of  frvighl  for 
fan^  adventures  wajs  in  cimactjuence,  so  much  rained 
m  to  become  a  very  hcrious  injury'  and  interruption  to  other 
brvKfacft  of  navigation,  mure  especially  to  our  CooNting 
trade.  Yet,  such  was  the  unbridled  rage  for  speculation 
wbieb  then  prevailed,  that  our  tonnage  could  not  keep  |iacr 
with  it,  and  foreign  vesseU  were  taken  up   in  every  ^tV 

vol..  111.  n 
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of  Europe,  not  from  a  prcforcnco,  but  because  BritUh 
riiipa  could  not  Im?  procured.  This  is  wot  the  proper  oc- 
casion to  inquire  into  the  ori^n  of  the  ahnost  universal 
mnnia,  which  ap[>eant  to  have  seized  u)x>n  inercliants  and 
manufacturers,  not  of  this  country  only,  but,  more  or  less, 
u{>on  those  of  other  countries,  during  the  lost  yesx.  It  is 
Dow  too  generally  seen  and  admitted,  even  by  those  who 
were  most  infected  by  that  mania,  that  their  speculations 
were  carried  on  without  reference  to  the  habitual  scale  of  our 
consumption,  or  to  the  rapid  accumulation  of  goods,  or  to 
any  of  those  circumstances  which,  in  their  calmer  moments, 
direct  the  operations  of  commercial  men.  When  prices  had 
risen,  in  the  first  instance,  from  natural  causes  perhaps, specu- 
lation soon  forced  a  further  and  more  rapid  rise,  and  the  only 
inference,  for  a  time,  among  buyers,  seems  to  have  been, 
that  it  would  continue  progresssive,  and  almost  indefinite. 

Connecting  this  rage  for  speculation  with  the  employ- 
ment of  Shipping,  the  House  will  be  surprised  to  hear  in 
what  a  degree  tlie  quantity  of  bulky  articles  from  foreign 
countries,  and  from  our  possessions  in  North  America,  in 
the  last  year,  exceeded  the  importations  of  former  years. 
In  the  year  18S2,  the  total  importation  of  timber  from 
foreign  countries  was  140,715  load*— in  1825,  it  amounted 

to  not  less  than  301,548. 

lt<^.  Iif2£. 

Offl« ^. ....,.«...«.     cvriH,m7,\43  ,„  1,042^56 

OftaUow    .-..•..^ do.  805,238  .„  1,1  «,02d 

Of  wool ^..,.„„... lbs.  19,048,879  ...43,700,553 

Oninseed hush.  1,411.137  ...  2,876.571 

Froin  nriti!<h  Amt-rica. 

OfUtnbrr  loadu,  345.741   ...      4ff7,6fi5 

A»bn cwtB.  135,983  ...      210.781 

MastB  fhmi  all  Parts  of  the  World. 
Under  twelw  mchea  in  diameter.    No.  14,4^4  ...        19,016 
Abore do loadB.4^77  ...         8,6i«* 

*  Pari.  Paficn,  Scuion  1S26,  v.  xxii.  n.  374. 
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The  raault  of  all  fhU  cfvcrtmMnf:  nf  Ust  year,  ttf  which 
I  hcve  Mlectecl  only  a  Tew  irwtaiicra,  U  Uir  Apfiwami 
which  now  piwaiU,  the  intemipuon  ci  comrncrdol  cmiit, 
the  great  diminutian  of  mofAoytaent  tar  manufacCurinft  Ia- 
boor  in  thin  coontry,  ami  thr  S"""*^  dcnngeniFnt  of  huxi- 
nns  hi  the  countricfi  with  which  oar  priaeipal  hitCTrhan|>r 
of  commoditiiss  is  carried  on.  I  deplore  this  atat«  oC 
things,  not  the  1cm,  certainhr,  bccaaar  it  b  noC  confinrd 
lo  thoa  muntry :  and  in  alluding  to  the  mfftMnga  of  nthera, 
I  do  aoy  not  m  a  bmitcc  of  ccmaolatian  to  uuneWca,  but  as 
evidence,  that  this  denn^Bment  is  to  he  traced  to  aona 
OBiiae  of  more  exterudve  iflhct  than  the  municipal  rrgnU- 
thmii  of  this  rounirr. 

V  It  would  l>e  matter  of  surprise  if.  amidst  this  almost  uni- 
wnal  fliagnatian  of  donrnd^  the  Shipping  interest^  wliich 
had  f^lly  fiiirtiripated  in  the  exiracirdinary  Activity  of  the 
precrding  [i(*rio<l,  vhould  not  partake  t*C  the  languor  by 
which  it  is  now  succeeded.  In  looking  diapaaaioMUaly-  at 
this  or  any  other  of  tbe  lewling  intcrmtK  of  this  ciHmtry, 
we  muaC  not  draw  our  cunchinonR  (nm\  cxtn'mc  cosesv 
eilbcr  way.  Wi^  mast  also  rcoolUi't  thai  Hhijtping,  in  coro- 
BHQ  with  every  other  mode  of  employing  capital  and  in- 
daalvy«  when  it  mxckn  a  foreign  market,  in  liable  to  be 
aibetcd  by  a  competition  with  rithir  countrirft,  and  l>y  acts 
of  finrc^  states,  over  which  we  can  have  no  control.  Aa 
Ur  as  excluHion  is  within  our  reachy— in  the  coasting  trade, 
— in  the  ftRhrries, — in  the  trade  between  this  country  and 
our  foreign  possessions, — we  grant  a  strict  moii4»j)oly  ti»  the 
British  ship-owner.  It  is  our  duty  to  maintain  and  enforce 
that  oKaiDpcJy,  not  for  his  fi|H?cial  advantage,  but  fur  the 
public  mtcresL  It  is  further  our  duty  to  give  him  every 
legitimate  ooiratenance  and  prntittioo  in  the  trade  of  thi« 
cmnitry  with  other  maritime  countriiw ;  but  if  any  branch 
at  that  trade  is  interfered  with»  either  by  new  regulntions 
in  tbooa  countries,  or  by  the  erection  of  territoiieis  oi\ce 
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coloniefi,  into  an  independent  state,  however  we  may  re- 
gret the  circumstances,  as  afl'ecting  our  ancient  navigatioo 
system,  it  may  not  be  in  our  power  to  overrule  those  cir- 
cumstances. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  our  policy  must  be,  retaining 
the  important  principkii  of  that  system  ati  much  as  pos- 
sible, to  adapt  it  to  the  change  in  our  Rituation,  and  to  the 
Altered  relation  in  which  we  stand  to  the  parties  with  which 
we  have  to  deal. 

The  iirsl  effect  of  such  inevitable  changes,  either  in  na- 
vigation or  trade,  is,  ui^ually,  more  or  less,  to  derange  the 
interests  ujwn  wliich  they  imnie<liately  bear;  but  the  tem- 
porary difficulty  is  generally  overcome  by  the  spt'ctly  open- 
ing of  fresh  channels  of  employment,  and  is  soon  merged  in 
the  increased  enterprise  which  attracts  capital  and  shipping 
to  some  other  quarter.  Tliis  was  the  case  after  the  separa- 
tion of  the  British  Colonies  in  North  America ;  and  I  hope 
for  a  simitar  issue  on  the  present  occasion. 

We  are  all  agreetl  that  our  Commercial  Marine  is  the 
foundation  of  our  naval  power,  and  that  the  maintenance 
of  that  power  Ls  the  paramount  duty  of  those  who  admi- 
nister the  afiairs  of  this  country.  In  an  enquiry  like  this, 
therefore,  the  most  important  question  fur  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  is,  not  the  detail  of  eacli  se]>aratc  brancii 
of  trade  in  which  our  commercial  marine  was  employed  in 
an^  particular  year,  but  its  aggregate  amount  at  this  time, 
compared  with  tlie  aggregate  amount  at  some  antecedent 
period. 

Kow,  Sir,  I  have  already  stated  what  that  amount  was 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  last  war  in  1793,  and  what  it  is 
at  the  present  time.  The  comparison,  taken  by  itself,  cer- 
tainly affords  no  ground  for  despondency  or  alarm.  But, 
in  making  tliis  comparison,  in  reference  to  our  military  ma- 
rine, we  are  also  to  bear  in  mind,  that  in  1793,  both  the 
military  and  commercial  marine  of  France  and  Spain  wen: 
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much  more  numerous  tlian  they  nrc  at  prcucnt.  The  ii*iry 
of  Spaiiu  once  so  powerful,  luw  tlwiiuiini  aJmodt  to  nothini^; 
her  merchiinC  ahipd  hn^'enearlv  cliMippearvd  IVom  the  cKYJin. 
The  ruLxy  of  Frwiw  is  les*  numerous  and  lens  formidable 
than  it  was  at  the  hrcnking  out  of  the  revolution,  and  her 
oommerrial  shippinf^,  thnugli  revivinf^  idncc  the  peace*  is 
pvobably,  at  this  moment,  not  more  than  (mi'^half  of  ita 
amount  in  1792.  On  the  other  hand,  whetbef  we  look  to 
thr  number  of  ships  of  war,  to  the  mean*  nf  manning  thfnie 
iihi|i!i,  to  the  gLttrral  itjririt  which  por%iuU*«  c-vcry  branch  of 
the  Mrrice,  or  to  anv  other  clfment  of  naval  prtwrr,  what  a 
ctnitrast  1>ctween  our  ^ituatioo  at  the  cIok  of  the  laM  and 
of  the  American  war  !  Can  wo  fnrpi't  tho  period  when  the 
combined  Meet  of  the  Houxe  of  IlciurU>n  wii4  maiter  of  the 
British  (^hanncl, — when  a  We^t-India  eonvoy  wan  uhligM] 
to  aasemblo  at  Lcith.  and  ^  north  about,  in  urd(?T  to 
eacape  capture  by  an  enemy's  fleet,  within  Mght  of  our 
pHncipal  fiea-pr>rtA  ?  Can  we  forget  when  Gibraltar,  bl<Kk- 
aded  by  the  urtited  naval  forcrs  of  tliode  aanie  power*,  was 
relie\'ed,  as.  it  were.  In*  stealth  ? — when  it  was  itniMtlrred 
matter  of  just  praise  to  the  highly-'b»ttinguiftlu'<l  officer  wln» 
eonmianded  the  British  fleet  on  that  trying  occasion,  that 
in  performing  this  service,  he  wa»  able  to  elude  the  vigi- 
lance of  a  superior  enemy,  and  Ui  return  in  England,  with 
out  having  rinked  a  combat  r* 

Then  are  among  the  recollections  which  belong  to  the 
American  war.  How  difftTent  from  those  which  connect 
thernKdvi**  with  the  wiu*  by  which  it  was  Mucceedeil !  That 
our  sway  on  vwry  part  of  the  uci-an  waa  undi((put4-d  by  the 
naval  power,  iwt  of  Fnuice  imd  Spain  only,  but  of  all 
jrope,  before  the  oKwe  of  the  laat  war,  U  matter  of  no- 
■iety.  In  fact,  the  British  navy  was  then  tK*cupied  in 
the  Uorkade  of  every  naval  arnenal  of  its  eneinieM ;  and  this, 
for  the  butt  yeara  of  the  war,  fonneil  it.-*  princi|ud  employ- 
meni  in  £un:i]ic. 
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When  we  hegan  thnt  war,  in  the  course  of  which  we 
afhieved  so  many  victories,  our  commercinJ  marine  waa 
thrfe-fifths  of  its  present  amount.  Our  aeuxncn  in  the 
King's  navy,  16,000^  instead  of  8(),0(K),  their  present  num- 
ber. We  had  then  no  reserve  of  veteran  seamen,  receiv- 
ing for  former  services  an  annual  allowance  from  the  State. 
We  have  now  such  a  reserve,  amounting  to  many  thou- 
sands, all  of  whom  are  liable,  upon  an  emergency,  to  be 
called  upon  by  the  Admiralty,  and  of  wliom  a  large  pro- 
portion would,  I  have  no  doubt,  lie  found  as  efficient  as 
before  their  discharge.  Our  ships,  likewise,  are  in  a  more 
complete  state,  and  better  prepared  with  all  tbe  means  of 
s}>cedy  e()uipnient,  than  at  aify  former  period  of  peace. 
Never,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  was  there  a  time  when  the 
country  might  rest  with  greater  confidence  and  satlt^faction 
on  the  sufficiency  of  its  naval  resources  than  at  the  present. 
But  we  are  told,  and  I  am  ready  to  admit  it,  that  if 
the  naval  resources  of  France  and  Spain  liave  decline<l,  a 
new  and  formidable  |>ower  has  grown  up  in  the  United 
Blates  of  America.  I  have  alrcatly  stated,  that  the  mari- 
time means  of  that  country  bad,  frum  peculiar  circum- 
«tanoeR,  been  conidderably  benefited  during  the  late  war, 
which  lasted  so  long»  and  spread  so  generally  through  Eu- 
To\ye.  But,  if  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United  States 
increased  during  that  j>eriod,  mir  own  advanced  in  a  greater 
amount.  Since  the  restoratiim  of  a  general  peace,  the 
Sliipping  of  lioth  countries  has  rallier  decreased.  The  di- 
minution in  that  of  the  Unite<l  States  Ims  lM>en  stated  at 
168,000  tons,  which  I  believe  t»i  be  fully  ii^ual  to  any 
diminution  that  has  occurred  in  this  country.  I  am  war- 
ranted, therefore,  in  (including  thnt,  upon  a  coniparition 
of  our  commercial  marine  with  the  commercial  marine  of 
other  powers,  we  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  of 
the  difficulties  now  which  the  IVtitioners  predict,  and 
that  our  naval  meaiis  are  fully  udet]uatc  to  any  jmssibW 
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encsptiwy  which  may  compel   us   to  call  thLtu  into  tx* 

If,  Sir,  I  \m\y^  trespamgd  too  loog  u]hhi  the  tinH-  uf  Uk* 
Uouae,  my  afiokigy,   t  trust,  will  be  found  iu  ttie  vttai 
uaportJU)cc   of  th4}   Bii1}}ecU      Thu  w.-vt.*re   (li»trvsii,  iindL-r 
wlueh  tJic  omutry    tM>w   UIhmts  i*  MlribuiMl,   in  aunK* 
quarten,  to  the  duuigvs  which  liave  recently  t«k«a  pUor 
in  our  Navigation  SysCcui,  aiid  in  our  Coouncrcial  Policy. 
If  any  bonoocable  nMmborft  vntortain  tlinl   o]>}ni<m,   all 
that  I  ssk  ot  Uiem  ia  to  corou  forward,  and  |K>tnt  out  di». 
lincily  to  the  llouse  ihi?  •(teviitc  duui^va  to  wliic-h  thcjr 
■Mfibe  tbene  oou!tvquenc««.     It  itfc  for  thi-xu  toVhuw,  if  tliuy 
csD,  by  eridcDCf,  ur  by  argument,  the  connexion  uf  eautc 
and  efcct  betwwn  tliotie  diangi.-)  and    tlie  dif]iailtir«  ia 
which  the  oouotry  is  now,  unhappily,  involved.     Let  tlu^m 
^v«  a  notice,  and   ap(>uint  a  day  fur  time  pur|XMe.      This 
would  be  the  ntorily  ovKirsi*  to  purbtie, — it  wax  the  oHinr 
lak«n  by   the  hnnuurablc  mnnU'r  fi>r  Coventry,*  on  the 
cfMestion  of  tJkc  Trade  in  Ftireign  Silks.    For  having  taken 
C^  coime  1  return  bim  my  ^ineiTe  ackiiowhtl^iueiU<.     To 
follow  hia  example  ia  the  only  favour  I  a«k  of  those  who 
heap  abuse  upon  tiic  munirw  ia  quertiuo,  or  who  cxdie 
rUnKKir  uut  of  thwrs,  n^irnvt  Uh'  intlividual,  ujioit  whoin  haa 
devolved  the  task,  liowovi-r  inipcTfectly  executed,  of 

ibcnitting  those  meaftures  *>n  the  jkart  of  hi^  Majeaty** 
fiovcnunent,  for  the  approbation  and  aanctaon  of  parlia- 
ncot. 

.  TKe  right  hoooumUn  gvotleman  concluded  by  moving 
Sot  cupicHof  thtt  flevvnd  Account!  and  Kctumif  to  which 
he  had  n;ferned  in  the  course  of  his  »pecc>i. 

Mr.  BBirin^  •aid,  thore  wm  hardly  m  ningle  )H>int  in  the  rlaburat* 
drUil  Iff  fh(>  Ti[rht  himnuraMt!  th^  rrvxidMit  uf  thf  RnarH  of  Tmtle. 
ia  wkicli  be  dul  om  cunrur;  and  he  mmr^  »u(  ■»  niuch  wild  Ihi*  hi- 
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tcDtion  of  fntloiring-  the  ri|rht  honourable  gentleman's  rnnarks,  u  with 
thtt  of  tliaiikit){;  hhn  for  the  ntilc  manner  in  which  he  huJ  developed 
bi»  mwB,  and  for  Uic  geoeral  Sytitcin  which  he  proposed  to  adopt,  with 
respect  to  oiir  Duniestic  aud  Fureijfri  SliippJng^.  Mr.  Hume  n-ptflled 
the  oulery  which  had  liecD  rui«i>d  apiiiiiil  the  print-iplejt  on  which  the 
right  himounible  genllemoti  hml  been  recently  ucting.  Nothing, 
he  said,  could  be  more  nnjtifit  thnn  nurh  nii  outcry :  the  eviU  under 
which  the  Shipping  Interest  now  laboured,  were  not  to  be  attrihuted 
to  the  change  of  ttystem  \vhioh  the  ri^'ht  honouruble  gentleman  bad 
introduced,  but  to  the  weight  of  taxation  under  which  the  country 
was  labouring.  Mr.  Charlea  Grant  said,  that  the  grealobjcct  which  hia 
right  honourable  friend  wished  to  necomptish  by  his  Statement  of  that 
night,  wu«  to  prove  to  the  nation,  that  the  eunipluints  made  against 
hiro  out  of  doors  were  utterly  unfounded,  and  that  the  measure* 
which  bo  bad  introduced  bad  uot  had  any  effect  in  dimininhing  the 
CommercinI  Marine  of  th£  countr}',  but,  on  tltc  contrary-,  had  coa,-, 
Hiderably  increased  it     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


JCPHN  IMPORTATION  ACT8-0RDER  IN  COUNCIL 
FOR  OPENING  THE  PORTS, 

Nifvem&er  24. 

^The  House  having  resolved  iteelf  into  a  committee  on  the  Com 
Importation  Acta,  to  which  ibe  Order  in  Council  of  the  Int  of  Sep- 
tember, for  allowing  the  ImportatioD  of  certain  lurts  of  Foreign 
Com  waa  referred, 

i*  Mr.  HtrsKissoN  addressed  the  Committee.  He  began 
by  observing,  that  as  the  Order  in  Council  for  the  opening 
of  the  porltt  fur  die  adniis.«iion  of  oats,  oatuieal,  pea%,  beant^, 
and  rye,  which  had  just  been  referred  to  the  Coniniitlee, 
was  issued,  not  only  without  the  authority  of  law,  but  in 
direct  contravention  of  existing  statutes,  and  as  hia  Ma- 
jesty had  called  Parliament  together  at  that  early  period, 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  liaving  that  Order  submitted  for 
thdr  consideration,  he  thus  took  the  earliest  opportiuiity  of 
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nibnuttin^  to  the  llauac  the  ffroiiDils  on  which  hU  Majrsty 
had  heen  advised  tn  istnjt*  ihnt  imlcr.  ThU  waa  a  <hity 
which  ministers  owed  lu  ParliAincnt,  U>lhc  rotintry,  and  to 
themselves ;  and  if  it  should  Ix*  iht*  plciistirc  of  die  legis- 
lature to  grant  them  the  indemnity  for  which  ihry  mcd,  io 
£ar  firum  iCa  beouming  a  docgrruus  pivcedtsit,  it  would 
rather  tend  to  atrcngthen  and  confirm  thoae  bnuixli  by 
which  llie  (liffcrcnl  uiithuritie«  in  the  Stale  were  lindled. 
They  owed  it  also  l*»  themselves,  am  thev  would  otherwise 
be  subject  tu  ciTtoin  legal  jM.'nullifs  A>r  having  m>  a«lvim<d 
the  Crown  ;  and  they  likcwiite  owed  it  to  those  tmbonlinntc 
officers  who  acted  under  their  orders  in  opening  the  port*. 
The  date  of  the  Order  in  Council  waa  the  lit  of  Sep. 
tcmber.  At  that  time,  mo«t  of  the  mcmben  of  ParHament 
were  rcfndent  in  the  country,  «nd  had  an  opportunttVi  tn 
iheir  several  districts,  of  ohst-r^in^  tite  state  of  the  harvest- 
That  circuniittance  would  render  it  the  le»s  neceasary  for 
him  to  go  into  any  lengthened  statement  on  the  present 
occasion ;  for  he  was  certain  the  recollection  of  thov  mem- 
bers would  bear  him  out  in  the  oitfiertion.  tliat  never  was 
there  a  period  when  the  refx»rt9  from  the  diHercnl  parts  of 
the  country  ao  entirely  concurred  a«  to  the  luu^est,  and  he 
■favped  that  tho«e  reports  wmild  he  Miffieicnt  to  justify 
■jtfBSstPTs  in  the  coume  they  had  pursued. 
-^■^Wtth  respect  to  the  state  of  the  crops  at  that  time,  he 
would  say  Hnt,  that  wlieaL,  tidceo  as  a  whole,  was  deficient 
in  quantity  and  cfuality,  and  the  i}uali(y  of  course  nfri<cted 
the  value  of  tlie  (^umiUty.  liarley,un  tlie  whole,  would  not 
make  more  than  about  two-third»  of  an  average  crop.  Oats 
were  generally  deficient,  and  brans  and  pease  much  mure 
la;  and  such  had  been  the  np^iearanee  of  those  crops  in  the 
grouDd,  that  in  the  month  of  July  the  prices  were  rapidly 
iWng.  About  the  middle  of  June,  wlien  the  price  of  oiiltf 
ought  to  be  at  the  liighest,  as  the  old  stock  would  at  tJiut 
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tiiue  bo  alliUMt  cxhaustoilt  the  average  price  was  228.  \\d. 
On  ll»e  4th  of  August,  taking   tl>e  average  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  ii  had  rison  to  S7i-  ^-y  and  had  contuderably 
exceeded  tliat  pric*r  in  many  districts.     The  Hotise  were 
aware,  that  the  two  weeks  fitMn  that  dato  were  the  only 
weeks    which    were   left  to  be   included    in  the    general 
quarterly  average.     In  the  last  of  those  two  weeks  it  had 
ri«en  ^8.  Gd,  above  that    price,  at  which,  if  it  were  the 
general  average  of  the  quarter,  tlie  ports  would  be  open 
for  the  ini|>ortation  of  foreign  oats.    Nevertheless,  according 
to  the  general  averages  struck  on  the  15th  of  August  (tliat 
Ix'ing,  as  the  House  was  well  aware,  one  of  the  four  (|uarturl y 
periods  fur  taking  theni),  (lats  and  tlie  other  tsjieeiesuf  grain 
could  not  by  law  be  imported,  nor  could  they  have  becai  m> 
up  to  the  15th  of  November.    With  their  iofoniiation  as  to 
the  general   deficiency   of  the  cn>p,  and    the  consetptent 
apprehended  scarcity,  Ministers  waited  to  nee  what  would 
be  the  price  In  the  two  weeks  following,  after  the  period 
when  the  general  quarterly  average  had  been  taken.     In 
the  week  ending  tlie  ISth,  the  general  average  price  was 
9Hs.  2rf. ;  in  that  ending  the  25th  it  was  29«.  -W. ;  and  in 
the  last  days  of  the  month  it  rose  to  above  30«.     On  the  l^t 
uf  September  it  was  HOs.  Id.^  and  was  continuing  to  rise 
rapidly.      The  Conunittei^  would   bear  in   mind   that,  in 
several  districts,  where  oatmeal,  and  not  Hour,  constituted  a 
very  large  proportion  of  tlie  food  of  the  peo])le,  its  price  rose 
very  much  above  that  which  had  been  quoted  as  the  gene- 
ral average.      Besides  the  knowleilge  of  thcbe  facts,  his 
Majesty's  ministers  had  also  the  information,  tliat  the  crop 
uf  oats  was  in  general  u  failure  in  several  foreign  countries 
from  which  oats  were  usually  imjKtrted.     Knowing  this, 
and  seeing  that  great  scarcity  was  to  be  apprehended  at 
home,  not  merely  from  the  deficiency  of  the  oat  crop,  but 
from  the  general  failure  of  leguniiuous  productions  tliruugh- 
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out  the-  country,  owinf^  to  thr  ffi^^t  drought  which  pre- 
vailed^  it  bvcame  necetrary  to  take  step  to  make  a  timrlj 
prarvisinn,  not  mcrvly  far  thp  cattle,  biit  for  that  Ur^  |ii]r- 
tion  of  the  pooplv  wIk>  were  dependent  on  oatnical  for  food 
But  imothia'  drcumatance  which  o|xfniUd  an  the  dwiiiwi 
uf  Ministers  wan,  fliat  tho  account:*  from  Lancaahin*  am! 
from  Ireland  wt>ro  of  «uch  an  alarming  nature  a«.  alnMwt  to 
excite  despair ;  and  if  the  dnnight  had  euntinued,  if  Pnv 
▼ideDCp  had  nnt  Itmt  it»  aid  hy  u  timely  fall  of  rain,  the 
poCato crojM  muftt  lianrbuen  ruined.  In  thatctaethry  would 
haw  had  to  fall  back  on  the  icanty  Mi]ff>ly  of  oatji  which 
rentafaied,  mud  must  have  found  tiieinselvex  in  a  Ktate  of 
the  otmost  distmis,  for  a  mrpplv  of  foixl  for  tho  pjeat  ma» 
oi  thp  pco|ile.  During  the  whole  of  liis  expL-ricncr,  nerer 
did  the  country  exhiliit  uii  npfienrance  morv  aJanninf^.  To 
add  to  the  grounds  of  a|ipre(leBfliall,  tl>ehay  cn»]i,  in  tin* 
rJdmt  pariH  of  England,  waa  in  a  csondhion  to  eall  forth 
fears  of  the  utmost  M-arcity  ;  and  the  £nrt  was,  that,  at  tlic 
iraKWi  of  the  year  in  quention,  such  wax  the  initteralile  ntate 
tsf  \egelAtinn,  (Imt  it  was  oliritjlutely  nfCe«Aary  to  feed  cattle 
witli  dry  fmldiT,  an  in  the  <U'pth  of  winter. 

Ib  audi  a  condition  of  the  country,  with  such  pro«(H*ctSy 
rould  llicTp  be  the  fitightest  hifQtatiun  in  taking  any  utep 
tliat  might  be  requiaH«*  for  seeuring  to  the  country  a  sup- 
ply of  the  first  necesmry  of  existence  ?  Could  his  Maje«ty\ 
■natMcn,  for  a  idngle  moment,  entertain  a  doubt  tltat  their 
firsC  duty  waA,  at  whxitever  risk,  to  giuu'd  againnt  the  tni- 
pndiiii^  scarcity,  by  the  admission  of  \^»m.\  U-nns,  and 
gpwin^  The  stotenients  he  had  niade,  verified,  as  they  must 
havcbrro,  by  the  perxmal  obnervatious  of  htAourahle  gentle. 
nen*  fully  warranleil  him  in  ruiserting,  that  luid  ministers 
Mitcd  tai  the  15th  of  November,  whi-n  by  Inw  the  |»orts 
ni^U  have  been  opened,  the  oonaniueoces  would,  in  nil  pnv 
babilHy,  have  proved  moat  calamitinis.  Prom  the  rapid  rise 
of  pricca  before   the   Ui   of  Septcmlxrr.    ila-ir  continued 
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elevation  subsequent  to  that  period,  the  condition  of  the 
crops  at  home,  and  the  prospects  of  supply  from  ahroad,  he 
had  nut  the  slightest  difficulty  in  saying,  that  tlie  minister 
vho  hesitated  to  advise  the  admission  of  foreign  groin,  would 
have  been  ecjually  unworthy  of  the  favour  of  the  monarch, 
and  of  that  fair  and  lil>eral  confidence  which  wa»  repotuxl 
I'Jn  the  servants  of  the  Crown,  while  Parliament  was  not 
sitting.  He  put  it  to  the  Committee,  whether  any  minister 
deservetl  to  be  trusted  by  the  Crown,  or  supportetl  by 
I'arliainent,  who  could  for  a  single  insLuiil  hesitate  to 
choose  between  a  breach  of  the  law  on  the  one  hand, 
or  the  risk,  nay,  tlie  certainty,  of  famine  on  the  other. 
Having  submitted  to  the  Comuiittee  these  observations, 
he  trufite<l  he  liad  said  enough  to  justify  the  measure  that 
had  been  adopted,  so  far  as  it  related  to  removing  the  prohi- 
bitioUf  which  would  have  excluded  grain  until  tlie  13th  of 
November,  and  he  would  have  contented  himself  with  hav- 
ing said  thus  much,  had  that  measure  been  confined  to 
simple  removal.  But  tliere  was  anotlier  feature  of  the  case 
which  required  notice.  He  alluded  to  the  dut}'  to  be  im- 
posed on  the  grain  admitted,  or  rather,  he  nhould  say, 
undertaken  to  be  paid  thereon.  A  simple  removal  of  the 
restriction  on  importation  would  not  have  been  sufficient; 
they  were,  he  thought,  to  let  the  importation  be  as  much  as 
possible  in  tlie  spirit  of  tlie  law  which  they  were  partially 
violating,  and  therefore  certain  duties  were  necessary  to  be 
paid.  To  have  advised  the  levying  tliose  duties  by  virtue 
of  an  Order  in  Council,  was  what  they  wuuld  not  have 
thought  of;  and  had  they  entertained  such  on  idea,  he  was 
sure  that  no  Prince  of  the  House  of  Bnmswick  would  for 
a  moment  have  lisleneil  to  the  advice.  They  therefore  re- 
commended, that  tlie  parties  importing  should  give  twnd 
for  the  jHkyment  of  acertain  duty  per  quarter,  not  exceeding 
a  fixed  sum,  should  Parliament  tliereafter  give  its  sanction 
to  the  amount  then  named,  and  in  pursuance  thereof  bonds 
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liftd  been  cntont)  into.  They  had  ocU**!  thiu,  uiuk*T 
the  imprcsMon  ihni  I'urliamcnt  voiild  1h*  fli«ptmi.tl  Ui  ^^vc 
its  function  to  tlie  duties  then  named.  Tlierc  might,  per- 
hopSy  1h*  Mimo  difference  <if  opini«m  in  the  HouHe  a»  tn  the 
amount  they  bad  named  ;  but  it  wn*  wu'h  lu',  Ut  tUv  IwMtof 
their  judgment,  llie  r»!»e  nnjuired.  It  wtiuld  Ik*  necexsary, 
therefore,  that  the  act  to  be  jiatiaed  un  the  prewnt  occaxicMi 
should  nut  merely  indemnify  the  portii'n  who  had  incurred 
the  rtr»|M)iiHibiUty  nf  o|)cning  the  ^lorts,  but  that  it  Bhoutd^ 
if  Parhamcnt  took  the  same  view  of  the  subject  which  ho 
did*  cro|>owcr  the  Cniwn  to  recover  these  duUe«. 

The  principle  upon  which  h\»  Majesty ^s  Mim«<crt  had 
acted  in  wttling  these  Duties  he  would  now  exphiin.  It 
iraa  enacted  by  the  exiHting  law,  tliat  if  the  price  of  oati»  was 
above  S8«.»  the  duty  was  to  bo  two  ahillings  pennanently^ 
and  two  shillings  additional  for  the  fimt  three  months.  It 
mu»t  be  ohviouR,  that  tlie  only  intention  for  which  tho 
additional  duty  of  two  schillings  had  been  impiwed  for  the 
fint  three  months  was,  to  check  thi-  nniuunt  imjMirtnl,  Icat 
It  should  exceed  tlie  waoti'  of  the  countrv»  and  thuA  be 
injurious  to  the  home  grower.  If  the  estimate  which  Mi- 
nttters  had  taken  of  tlie  har\'est  of  the  present  year  were 
a  correct  one,  such  a  check  mu»t  at  thift  lime  be  deemed 
Uniieoea«ary.  The  whole  oat  cmp  had  hardly  exceeded 
one  half  of  an  average  crop.  Iiuitesid,  therefore,  of  check- 
ing the  importation  of  thi*  fpecies  of  com,  Ministers 
were  called  upon  to  give  encouragement  to  the  largest 
importation.  On  the  8lh  *»f  Septcii)lxrr  the  average 
price  of  the  whole  kingdom  excecde<l  SO*,  a  quarter; 
on  the  5ih  of  August  it  had  exceeded  30i«.  W.  in  not 
less  than  six  districtA.  If  no  foreign  com  tiad  been  intro- 
duced into  this  country  until  the  15th  of  Novendier,  the 
time  at  which  it  might  have  been  imported  by  law,  it 
was  impossible  to  coDcdvc   that   the    price   would   not 
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have  gone  on  rapuUy  increasing,  ruid  the  return  would  Imvo 
been  very  considerably  above  the  legal  imjKirtation  price. 

On  the  subject  of  the  amount  of  the  duty,  he  would 
observe,  that  he  thought  it  should  not  have  exceeded  two 
sliillings;  for  had  four  shillings  been  imposed,  there  coidd 
have  been  but  little  doubt  that  the  importers  would  have 
waited  until  the  15th  of  November,  and  taken  their  chance 
of  being  then  able  to  introduce  it  at  the  nominal  duty  of 
four  pence  the  quarter.  In  cunfirniation  of  this  opinion, 
he  would  olwerve,  that  of  the  600,000  quarters  imported, 
150,000  were  actually  overheld :  and  the  owners  declin- 
ing to  pay  tlie  duty  of  two  shillings,  and  ratlier  de- 
siring to  taLc  their  chance  on  the  15th  nf  November.  In 
the  last  week,  the  prices  were  29*.  and  30/?.,  in  thirteen 
agricultural  counticB  out  of  twenty-four,  from  which  he 
had  received  report* ;  and  these  reports,  he  could  inform 
the  Committee,  were  froui  countien  where  the  great  mass  of 
the  population  were,  in  a  considerable  degree,  dependent 
on  OQts  for  their  food ;  amongst  wliich  might  be  included 
Durham,  Cumberlaiul,  Northimiberlond,  Chester,  Glou- 
oetter,  and  Lancashire.  In  Lancashire  the  price  was  35tf. ; 
aff*or<ling  another  strong  pnxjf  of  the  necessity  there  was 
for  opening  the  ports,  and  obtaining  a  supply  of  that  article. 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  he  trusted  he  had  mode 
out  a  case  to  justify  Ministers  in  taking  off  the  prohibi- 
tion, arid  thereby  securing  the  country  from  the  dongers 
with  which  it  was  threatened— dangers,  from  which,  he 
trusted,  the  decision  of  tlie  House  would  encourage  the 
advieers  of  the  Crown,  at  all  times,  to  guard  it  What,  in 
addition  to  the  indemnity,  he  intended  to  conclude  with  pro- 
posing to  the  Committee  was,  that  the  duty  sjKtified  in  the 
Order  in  Council  should  continue  till  the  15th  of  February, 
when  the  next  average  would  be  struck,  and,  in  the  mean 
lime,  that  com  should  lie  permitted  to  be  introduced  on  the 
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payMSM  of  thftt  duty,  aa  hft«l  kvn  r1i«iu^  lincc  the  i«Mir  af 
theOrderin  CiHUicil.  Whcni  thr  (.Committer  1(ii>kc<l  at  the 
price  of  griin  penerally,  mwl  of  wheat  io  particuUr, — 
wiwn  ihey  coamdtrtd  the  M*«irHT  of  fdocl  fur  riutlr.  and 
Ibr  the  grtti  uuam  of  the  poptilnlicfn^  <bcy  would,  hi*  wan 
MttisfiiKl,  ooocur  with  hiin  in  thinking,  tfiat  net  only  luul  a 
mmmmI  cttflcretion  been  cx«nised  aa  to  the  pait«  hut  that  a 
ttwitimialinn  of  the  syficm  winUd  bo  higlilj  expedient.  He 
wooki  eoncfude  with  nwivinp, 

1.  **  That  all  penKrn*  omecmed  m  iimutng,  tv  lulWftinK 
thri«*ue»  or  acting  in  rxi-culinn  nf,  on  (Inlrr  in  Council,  <]iC 
the  1st  of  SefitimdHT,  IKSfi,  for  iilluwtni;  the  iinptirtation  uf 
oertaifiMirtsof  forei^  Ctirn,  Uiall  Ik' iiulcmniik-d. 
^*  %  **  That  tlsc  importatiun  of  for(*i|n>  Mt*i  oatmeal,  rye, 
pease,  and  bcana,  he  pcrmi1t«J  for  a  lime  li>  l>e  Uniited,  on 
the  payment  of  the  dutiea  hereinafter  nK-ntiont-d :  that  w  to 
say,  for  every  quarter  of  oats,  2*. ;  for  every  IjoU  of  oat- 
meal, Stf.  2d. ;  for  every  qnarter  uf  rye,  prase,  and  beans 
8a.  6d. ;  and  that  all  bond*  which  may  have  been  taken  for 
tlir  pftymml  of  such  dutint  shall  be  duly  dischorgod.** 

Tlir  Revolution!  vrvrc  b^tcm:*!  to. 


FOREIGN  GOODS  IMPORTED  IN  1824  AND  1«»— EFFECT 
OP  Tins  CUSTOMS'  CONSOLIDATION  ACT— TREATY 
|j>«riTH  PORTUGAL. 

lir  Hearer  PanMm,with  n  virir  In  wcYTtBtn  wh«|  hwl  hf«n1hv«1fcvt 
I  aiTMarv  pau«(l  tiMt  )i!ar,  fur  &itvnD(f  lh«  Umf  with  rvapsel  Ut 
I  of  Korri(;ti  productums,  tnovrd  for  '•  mn  Account  nhcw- 
ttiL'  11..  MiitirB  of  i-rrtaii)  wtirlpii  importrd,  and  unlrrM  fur  home 

r.  .,  into  the  Unilpil  Kiii|:iliMn,  friun  Forcipi  countrit**  iind 

tht  CAloaseSi  In  iht  yean  1824  and  iHiG ;  and  mbu  shewing  the  mlc 
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of  duty  pftyalilc  on  cnrli  article,  in  each  of  these  yean."    After  thft 
motion  had  l»cpn  seconded  hy  Mr.  W&rburton,  who  aUo  cant«nde<l,  thatJ 
the  system  <jf  Free  Trade  had  been  hut  imperfectly  carried  into  elTeoti  J 

♦  I 

Mr.  HusKissoN  said,  that  us  he  did  not  feel  the  least 
wirH  to  object  to  theprodutrtion  of  the  account  for  which  the 
Iiunourable  baronet  had  called,  and  a»  he  did  not  considor 
this  a  fit  ocasion  to  enter  into  the  subject  of  the  Importa^ 
tion  Duties,  he  sliould  make  but  a  very  few  ol>servation8 
upon  the  question.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  great  prizv* 
ciples  which  regulated,  or  which  ought  to  regulate,  th« 
Commercial  Policy  of  this  and  of  other  countries,  required 
a  more  solemn  consideration  than  could  be  given  them  a,% 
the  present  moment;  and  believing  this,  he  trusted  h9 
should  stand  excused  to  the  House  for  saying,  that  it 
seemed  to  him  the  better  time  for  entering  into  tlie  dis- 
cussion would  be  after  the  information  sought  for  by  tlicso 
returns  had  been  obtained. 

Perhapfi  he  might  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  seemed  to  exist  aniong  the  impugnera 
of  the  Measures  which  lie  had  had  the  honour  to  introduce 
and  to  advocate — perhaps  he  might  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  those  who,  out  of  doors,  clamoured  loudly  agaiust 
those  measures  as  being  injurious  to  tlie  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  had  founded  their  clamours  u[)on  the 
speeches  of  the  gentlemen  opposite ;  some  of  whom  now 
complained  of  tiiose  very  measures,  as  not  being  sufficiently 
strong.  On  the  one  hand,  there  was  the  complaint  tliat  too 
much  had  been  done  for  Free  Trade ;  while  on  the  other, 
there  was  an  equally  loud  complaint,  that  notliing,  or  next 
to  nothing,  )ind  been  done.  He  would  not  now  stay  to  dis- 
criminate between  such  conflicting  extremes  of  opinion. 
He  could  not,  however,  but  wonder,  that  while  gentlemen 
within  the  House  assorted,  (hat  the  principles  of  free  trade 
had  not  been  carried  far  enough,  tliere  should  be  others 
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out  of  the  House  ptTsfvcring  Jn  tlifir  attempts  tn  i^tivrt  the 
oppuditioTi  of  the  mi»infomicH  towardA  thoee  incafiure^ 
which  \w  could  bulclly  and  cuiifidcutly  decUrr,  hod  in  no 
degree  contributed  to  the  diatreups  lately  experienced  in 
thia  country. 

Before  he  Mt  dawn«  he  would  give  the  hooourablc 
hftronet  the  explanation  he  required,  uprni  the  liuhjert  of 
the  Trwity  with  Portugal.  It  was  Iruc^  that  the  period 
whm  either  this  cotintry  or  PortupiU  inijfht  revise  the  term* 
of  that  treaty  arrived  in  June  la^t,  and  Portugal  had  cx- 
putawJ  a  wifih  that  <«ome  altcTationn  should  he  made  in  it 
before  H  waa  rrnowcd.  Those  alterations  werertill  the  sub- 
ject of  di«cuKnim  between  the  two  Governments  an<l,  until 
they  should  be  arranged,  the  treaty  would  contintiein  force, 
attt  was  in  terms  a  per|X'tual  treaty,  suhject  only  to  altera- 
tion and  rrviflion,  at  certain  stated  ptTiod;*.  That  waa 
the  state  in  which  things  now  storxl ;  and  \f  inifitcrs  wer^ 
Ihrrvfore,  ntit  at  lilicrty  at  present  to  deal  with  the  qunu 
tion  of  the  duty  un  Frendi  and  Portuguefle  wines*  ox  the 
treaty  was  still  pemling. 

Then?  were  other  branches  of  thia  subject  to  which  (he 
tlOBOunfale  Bcounder  had  alluded ;  but  which  it  was  not 
now  the  proiier  time  to  diacuao.  He  would,  however^ 
nniiMl  that  honourable  ^■ntleman,  that  there  was  not  a 
angle  tncomire  to  which  he  luul  adverted,  timl  was  not  ex- 
pnsMly  pointed  out  to  Ministers  by  the  Navigation  Lawft,' 
Whether  thotteluws  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  be  altertxl,  was 
another  question  ;  hut,  while  they  continued  in  their  pruM.*nt 
■Utcv  and  remained  oa  the  j^iides  of  our  Foreign  Com- 
merce,  they  must  be  o1>eycd,  ami  MiniKters  hod  not  the 
power  to  dionge  the  course  which  they  dirvcted  to  lie  pur- 
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STATE  OF  THE  CURRENCY— ALTERATION  OF 
THE  CORN  LAWfct, 

•  Decfmbtrr  1 . 

Lord  Fulkcstone,  seeing  the  Presiilent  of  tlie  Board  i>f  Trade  in 
his  place,  imktMl,  whi>tliiT  it  wait  the  iulentiuii  of  Qovemment  tu 
introduce  »ny  meuure  re«pectinf^  the  Currency,  in  coDw«ittLi»ce  of 
what  had  taken  pinco  in  the  Cnnimitleu  un  ll)«  Small  Note  Bill, 
durinff  the  last  ae&sioo?  Mr.  Uutikiesson  ftuid,  he  wan  n»l  prrpared 
to  answer  the  noble  lord's  que&tion ;  upon  which  the  uuhlc  lord 
remarked  upon  the  extraordinar)-  situ&tioD  in  which  Parliament  was 
place<l,  by  the  conduct  of  Ministers,  both  with  respect  ti»  the  Ctirrency 
and  the  Com  Laws.  They  were  assembled,  he  said,  at  an  inconvenient 
Beaaon  of  the  year ;  and  yet  they  were  told  by  Ministers,  that  no  diM-ut- 
ftion  was  to  take  plac«  upon  a  subject^ on  which  the  greatest  excitement 
was  roiscd  throughout  the  cQUDtry. 

Mr.  Hi'SKissoN  observed,  that  the  noble  lord  had  inferred 
more  from  the  answer  which  ho  had  returned  to  the  noble 
lord^s  question,  than  the  fair  import  of  that  answer  war- 
ranted. The  noble  lord  had  alluded  to  the  Committee  of 
tn(|uiry  on  theScotdi  Small  Note  currency,  and  had  asked 
him  whether  it  was  intended  to  take  any  steps  in  errti se- 
quence of  what  had  t^iken  place  in  this  Committee  ?  His 
answer  was,  that  he  was  not  then  prepared  to  inform  the 
noble  lord  whetlier  it  was  intendetl  by  Government,  to  prt^. 
pose  cither  the  revival  of  the  Committee,  or  the  adoption  of 
.  any  proceedings  founded  upon  their  Report  From  this 
onswer  the  noble  lord  ha<l  thought  fit  to  infer,  prematiirelyt 
that  no  steps  whatever  would  l>e  taken. 

He  again  stated,  that  his  Majesty *b  Government  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  considering  whether  it  was  necessary 
or  not,  to  renew  the  Committee  in  question  ;  and  ihwvfore 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say  whetlier  they  would  do  so,  or 
whether  they  wotdd  IaUc  any  steps  on  the  Keport  already 
printed.     The  noble  lord  expressed  his  surprise,  that  when 


STATE    0|-    T^IK    crilBCXCT. 


or 


a  Report  har)  1>fvn  prescvUcd  In  a  former  Kssioa,  on  a  suU- 
jcscC  iorolviiig  tiiifucionH  lyf  tin-  grt-Atntt  public  intvffvtt,  hia 
Iffljcity^s  GovenunefU,  ten  <ky?i  aft^r  the  meeting  of  I'ar- 
liament,  on  a  specuU  occau^Mi,  and  at  an  unitMUiJ  |>ena(lt 
should  nut  be  prpparrd  with  the  (icvrk>poiiM.-nt  of  uxjut  iiii- 
porUnt  Bubjccts  perfMlI^-  fli»(inct  fnxn  thtjtc  for  whk'ii 
they  had  Uxni,  lie  mighi  «iy,  spfdAUy  aNK'suUtxi. 

'i'ke  noble  lord,  vha  was  a  grrat  f nend  Uj  the  bbcrtira 
ti  the  people,  and  a  ffrvnt  idcklar  fiir  a  cluao  adhmnoe  to 
coafttHndanal  formii,  couM  not  aee  for  iHial  rarliamml  was 
□bled,  if  not  to  diKpoee  of  the  ('urrency  and  Cora  quea- 
ns.    He  wcnild   t^\]  tiu*  noI)Ic  lord,  it  tra^  a»M'nd>lc<l  in 
t^idteTtm^  lu  ihv  couatitutiua.     Il  wa»  a.<«K'inbicd   U'Cmine 
titkim  Maieaey  a  M«ii&ten»  had  adviaeci  a  bcinch  of  Uw  law,  oo 
a  aBfa|Cc£  of  grvat  and   peculiar  interest.     Uii  Mj^eaty  a 
MxniiiCeni  ooncrired,  tiiat    having  violated  the   Uw,   they 
were  bound  to  coll  rArliainent  together,  to  tit  in  judgmeDt 
on  thdr  acta,  and  either  to  indemnify  them  ft>r  what  (hry 
%  ^bad  clooe,  or  put  an  eiid  ti>  tJu;  eoutiiuuincc  of  tlie  \-ioUtioo. 
Hia  MajcRty*s  Minioers  coDoeived,  that  on  the  very  wiue 
fiay  on  wliidi  they  ad%  ieed  the  vioUtUm  of  the  ooaatiiution, 
)|^y  ouf^  alio  to  adviiir  hi*  MajeMy  to  call   Parliament 
^.Iqgeibcr,  as  »oun  a*  they  cvMild  uaiveuicotly  Ik*  aMeoiUled. 
it  l^aa  oo  that  grouiul,  luid  fur  lliat  ptirjiobc,  (hat  I'orUa- 
tocat  bod  been  vunuuuned   to  uitet ;  and  he  wau  aure  it 
«dd   t>ot  l>e  matter  of  Kiirprise  to  the  majoritv  of  thai 
jitc,  or  to  the  couutry  at  large,  thai  it  was  ftot  piupwed 
Parliament  at  thi*  pn'sent  period  of  ifie  year,  to  proceed 
to  ibr  pcnuanettl  itettleiuent  of  nuch  great  quc»tiona  m 
tboar  oontuTted    with  tlic  Corn  and  lite  Ciirrem-^y.     It  waa 
uaua)  to  bring  o[\  iinporLoiit   topics  iixtcji  as  ihvw^ 
vithio  a  few  dayft  uf  an  exjx-cted  udjouminent.    The  noble 
lord  must  be  aware,  fruni  tlie  circimutance  of  tbe  pt^aent 
bciog  *  tkew  i^Arliaivcst,  tliAt  iniportaat  questions  could 
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rot,  for  some  time,  be  proceeded  with,  to  any  great  length  ; 
and  it  would  be  extremely  unfair  and  injurious  to  the 
country,  to  bring  forward  any  important  measure,  which 
could  not  be  pursued  to  its  termination. 

Tiic  noble  lord  had  said,  that  all  this  was  a  pretence-^ 
that  Ministers  liiul  not  mode  up  their  minds  with  resjiect 
to  the  plan  which  they  intended  to  prepare  regarding  tlje 
Com  Laws — and  tJial  it  was  1>et'auHe  they  were  not  ready, 
tliat  they  did  not  come  forward.  He  would  only  say,  in 
answer,  that  his  Majcsty''8  Ministers  were  prepared  and 
were  agreed,  as  to  the  measures  they  should  bring  forward, 
with  a  view  to  the  pennanent  settlement  of  the  Com  Laws; 
but  they  thought  it  woidd  not  be  conducive  to  the  interests 
of  the  country — they  thought  it  would  be  calculated  to 
occasion  a  most  injurious  division  of  feeling,  and  conRict  of 
opinion,  if  they  brought  forward  such  a  subject,  at  a  time 
when  it  was  im(Kvssible  to  pursue  it  to  its  acoomplishment- 
The  noble  lord  had  also  said,  that  he  recollected  Parlia- 
ment having  been  calleil  together  at  as  early  a  period 
as  the  present,  for  the  dispatch  of  general  business;  and 
among  other  instances,  he  had  specified  one,  in  which  it  was 
■■embled  for  the  purpose  of  providing  means  to  obviate  an 
apprehended  scarcity.  But  that  wasquitelvuside  the  present 
question.  The  present  cft.se  was  simply  this — Ministers 
having  adopted  certain  measures  which  apjicared  to  them 
to  be  expedient,  although  in  violation  of  the  law,  Parlia- 
ment had  been  a.ssembled,  to  say  whether  they  had  done 
right  or  not.  Now  the  period  might  be  vciy  unfit  for  the 
consideration  of  a  j^ermanent  alteration  in  the  law,  which 
was  extremely  fit  for  the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of 
a  temporary  expedient,  which  had  grown  out  of  an  urgent 
occafdoa. 

He  perfectly  agreed  with  the  noble  lord,  that  the  ques- 
tion respecting  the  Cora  Laws  must  be  looked  at,  with 
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more  or  lew  reference  to  the  cjutMiim  rmprrtjnj^  the  Cur- 
rency. But  what  he  maintained  wa-v  that  tli«»c  two  <)ur»> 
tiom,  question!)  of  such  mn^iitude,  could  not  l)e  ailvan- 
tageuusily  considrred  at  the  [irejwint  inconvcnu-nt  fteaaon ; 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  much  more  wise  to  |iimt|iono 
theni  until  the  onlinary  period.  The  noUc  lonl  had  re 
proached  hint  with  tuit  having,  lawt  nssitm,  in  the  (*om. 
mittee  on  Small  Nofe«,  directed  any  inquiries,  to  ascertain 
how  far  tlie  oomforla  of  ihc  apriculttirnl  piijmlation  of 
Scotland  had  been  afffctLtl  by  thi*  introduitioi)  of  one-pound  ' 
Dotau  The  fact,  however,  wait,  tluit  m>  remote  wax  the 
period  at  which  the«e  notes  had  been  introduced  into  the 
Scotch  circulation,  that  it  would,  hv  thought,  Ik*  im|iniu 
fiible  to  get  any  witnew  from  tluil  coimlry,  to  trll,  fnnn 
hi«  own  experience,  what  hat!  been  the  effect  of  the  with- 
ilrawing  of  gold  from  einulalion.  The  impIcs  had  been 
introduced  «o  long  hack,  that  no  perMin  now  alive  could 
remember  their  introduction  ;  and  if,  to  escape  the  noble 
ionTtt  repmoch,  he  had  a*ked  nucU  a  question,  he  wa»  sure 
he  should  have  Invn  laujrl»i*<l  «t.  lie  wiw  miti^ifiMi  that 
neither  by  the  Huuse,  nor  by  ihr  rountry,  wmild  hi*  Ma- 
jesty's Mini«tCT»  be  cenaurvd  for  not  bringing  forward  ilic 
auhjects  of  the  Currency,  or  the  Com  Law»,  at  this  [lor- 
iicuUr  period. 


lOINT-STOCK  COMPANIES  FOK.MKI)  OUKINO  THK 
YEARS  ltt!4,  l£U,  asd  1826. 

Drmmher  5. 
»y,  Mr.  AldcrviMi  Wnithmui  cmllcd  Urn  ■itrntioD  o/  lbs 
l|ouv«'  Ui  tiic  Joint-Stnck  ('ompnnicM  wliirh  hu)  hrcn  formed  (Jurin|f 
•fb»  Ifttt  thrv*  jr»T9.  Tbcy  KjnuuiiU-<],  lit'  «ald,  in  iiunibcr  In  m 
ftw^r  than  cix  tiundn-d,  stid  n.H|uin-d,  for  Utf  rxrcutton  of  ibrir 
iDtmded  a|)«niliun«,  ■  capital  of  many  roiltton*.     He  rtiQipIuDrd  f4 


^ 


soikr-^HH^t  tWrAwtes* 


[Dk*. 


xMc  ^i^Jiiwietf  virwB  with  wliich  thpy  vrm  oriprinftlly  set  on  foot ;  lire 
kiinvpry  hy  which  nfielitUHj*  vala«  uafl,  for  atinu*,  given  to  sLmca 
which  hud  cost  nolhinfr,  (hat  the  solid  dificrenccK  between  imaginary 
prices  mi^fat  fill  t)\e  pnc-kctii  of  tlit;  gurubling  Apenilalorfl  ;  and  of 
the  uiiaer)-  and  ruin  produced  by  Ihi^  sy^teniatio  swimlling.  In  par- 
liculor,  he  in-ttaiiced  the  conducl  of  ihe  Directors  of  the  Ari^a 
MininfT  Company,  and  eonfluded  with  tnminf^,  *'  That  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  iiiqiitre  into  the  origin,  maiuiftement,  antl 
present  utete  of  the  Jolnt-Stixrk  Compabies,  which  bad  been  foimcd 
during  the  yew*  lb24,  1H25,  »nd  Iti'Jiy^  and  to  report  the  sanie,  with 
any  vpccial  matter  touching  tltc  conduct  of  any  Member  of  that 
House."  Mr.  Canning  objected  to  the  extent  of  the  inquirj*,  which, 
be  »aid,  to  be  useful,  must  be  limited  and  precise:  but,  ns  enoagh 
had  pB8»ed  lo  afford  strong  grounds  for  suspicion,  that  in  the  affain 
of  the  Arigna  Company  there  wna  matter  deserving  of  imjoiry^  he 
would  move  an  aDieodnieni,  limiting  tbe  labours  of  the  Comniittec 
to  the  manageuirnt  and  biittor)'  of  that  CouipHny.  Mr.  Attwood 
entered  intu  an  able  defence  uf  Joint-Stock  C'onipnntex,  against  the 
wholesale  accunation  brought  against  them  by  the  hononrable  alder- 
man. Tliere  na^,  ho  said,  no  more  harm  in  buying  or  selling  a 
share,  than  thcrt;  wtm  in  purcbaaing  or  selling  a  shawl.  For  himself, 
he  cimld  safrly  nty,  that  he  was  not  aware  of  having  erer  been  en» 
gaged  in  a  single  Company,  which  could  be  deemed  derogatory  to  hi* 
•tatkin  a«  ■  member  of  parliament.  Were  they,  he  aaked,  to  infer  bed 
conduct,  becaiipe  of  the  connection  of  a  Member  with  some  of  the^e 
Companies?  If  sti,  then  even  the  right  honourable  tbe  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  wan  not  safe  ;  for,  so  fir  back  as  tbe  yem- 1 823,  be 
had  been  connected  with  one  of  them ;  hut  nobody  doubted,  that  ti 
was  because  he  thought  such  Companies  advantageous  to  the  Public, 
and  becHUitp  there  were  men  amongst  them  of  aound  character  and 
strict  integrity. 

Mr.Ht'SKissON  said,  that  as  an  aUusion  had  been  made  to 
hini,  it  became  his  turn  to  explain  what  had  been  liia  con- 
fjiicl,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  txrcurrences  which  had 
been  so  niuclj  alluded  to.  The  honourable  nientber  for 
Calbogton*  was,  however,  under  some  mistake,  or  misap- 
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INfrboMon,  when  he  inituiuatnl  that  he  had  hod  the  \m»t 
coppcction  with  any  of  (licac  ApccuUlionk.  He  could 
assarc  him,  that  neither  dirrrtly  nor  indirrctly,  had  he  had 
the  Icftst  share,  or  intcrrst,  iii  any  C'innpany  whirii  hjul 
been  fonncil  in  tlie  yc«n.  1824,  182.5,  1820.  He  bad, 
iodvod*  an  iutcri*st  in  (mc  of  llie  uldcet  In»iuraooo  Com- 
panin  of  the  uouniry.  but  it  bad  remainixl  of  the  aame 
amount  during  the  Last  twimty  yrar».  It  wax  nut,  bov* 
ever,  bocaune  he  hrld  a  pnrticidor  xitiution  itndrr  the 
GovcmmL'nt,  that  he  felt  hiniM-If  diM)ualiticd  from  applju 
ing  his  i^vate  propt.'ny  to  such  licncficial  purposes  ai 
Curly  pri-!*ur«I  thtui-iclvi's  lo  hin  view ;  but  t]>o  fact  wa», 
ihat  he  had  never  thought  of  eoiborkiug  in  llicsc  »pcculji- 
tfcuM,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Mitnc  inuNuidermbU 
ftham  in  two  canals,  one  of  tlieui  near  his  country  residence* 
and  the  other  locally  connected  with  his  intcreotji  in  another 
point  of  view,  he  had  never  liecn  in  any  way  engaged  in 
ihasc  Compmiies. 

If   the  liunoura))le  member  alluded   to   tlic    Compaoy 

which  had  been  fonm'<l  to  pn)nHiU*  the  growth  of  ulk  in 

Tf^rfand,  he  would  explain,  iit  a  few  woriU,  all  the  connec- 

tioo  he  hod  had  witli  thai  Company.     When  the  parties 

.jirbo  had  pnyecietl  it  came  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  had 

-■  aptfffiiicaiiy  stated  to  tliem,  tliat  though  he  thought  it  a 

-iWnUa  experiment,  and  wished  it  to  have  a  fair  trial, 

"ind  though,  under  other  circunutaneei,   he   miglit   have 

ieUdupoied  to  take  an  imcrrst  in  it,  yet,  contidering  the 

he.hdd,  as  Preddent  of  the  Doard  of  Trade,  he 

nioC  expotc    himself  to   the  miaapprehension   that 

1,  bie  likely  to  an>c  from  hU  so  doing.     When  the 

1CS  apfilied   to  hiro,  to  know  wltat  number  of  shoret 

would  bo  taken,  he  informed  tluMn,  that  there  munt  have 

been  Mxno  miAomceptiun  as  to  thcinu'niionft  of  the  Goveni- 

nentvwfakfawaadetdrouaonlyof  giving  that  degree  of  counle- 
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nance  to  fli^^iwrimont,  which  might  facilitate  theobjeftof 
)»ro%'itling  einploynieiit  to  a  large  jwrtion  of  the  population 
of  Ireland.  Such  vas  the  nature  of  this  application,  and 
such  the  answer  which  had  iKvn  given  on  the  part  of  the 
Government ;  and  he  defied  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
)M)int  out  a  single  spec\ilation,  of  any  description,  with 
which  he  had  hatl  the  slightest  connection,  either  directly 
or  indirectly. 

He  had  heani  with  great  sntisfaction  the  very  sound  and 
able -vindication  which  the  honoiu-able  member  for  Calling- 
ton  had  betn  enabled,  from  his  (lerwnal  knowle<lge  and 
individual  information,  to  give  of  the  benefit  and  utility  of 
Joint-Stock  Comjjanies.  It  wa«  extremely  desirable  that 
fiome  explanation  shoulil  go  forth  to  the  Public,  which 
might  coimteract  the  unmeasured  condemnation  which  tlie 
litHiourable  alderman  had  thought  proj>er  to  pronoimce 
ujx>n  these  Companies.  If  there  Mas  one  circumstance  to 
wliich,  more  than  another,  this  country  owed  its  wealth  and 
its  commercial  advantages,  it  was  the  existence  of  Joint- 
Stock  Companies  It&  canals,  its  bridges,  all  its  great 
works,  had  been  carriwl  on  by  Joint-Stock  Companies ; 
and  it  was  an  advantage  peculiar  to  this  country,  that  such 
imjtortaot  undertakings  were  conducted  by  individuals 
interested  in  their  success:  whereas,  in  other  countriea, 
where  tbey  were  left  to  the  care  of  the  Govemnjent,  they 
were  often  neglected  and  left  unfinished.  Many  of  these 
works  ha<l  Ix'en  extremely  <lisadvantagcous  to  the  persona 
who  had  originally  embarked  in  them.  This  liml  been  tlie 
case  with  regard  to  the  New  lliver  Company.  It  must  be 
admitted,  that  there  co\ild  hardly  Ix^  a  greater  benefit  to  a 
]K)pulous  city  than  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  and  wlh>le* 
M»me  water.  TJie  indiWduals,  however,  by  whom  this  pro 
ject  was  originally  undertaken,  were  involved  in  great 
loss;  but,  ultimately,  the  Public  bad  derived  the  greatest 
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besu^fit  from  if,  and  the  wcoeMon  of  the  first  pvojertor* 
lutd  t)vcn  amplv  remtinenued.  The  Mune  thing  hftd  ha|>^ 
pcned  with  reAjiect  u>  niaoy  of  our  Hridpen  and  >Iarboiir«; 
and,  in  general,  it  mixht  be  <>bfttrr\t»<l,  (liat  it  won  uic  oT 
^  circunMUnoes  which  distinf^uulkvd  this  ntuDlry  ahore 
4J|^o(has,  that  gn«t  And  im^iortant  works  were  condtictcd 
hy  Joiat-Stcicit  Compftni«« — not  always  to  the  htCereM  of 
the  parties  whu  embarked  in  such  Apcrulatinns  but  uni- 
ftirmly  to  t]>e  intenn4  and  «dvunUgt>  nf  the  Public  Tbmr 
couJd  not,  thurcforc,  tw  a  ^^reater  eiror,  ur  a  ffrvatcr  iMu* 
4on,  than  that  under  which  it  hud  been  attempteil  to  rry 
down  Jodnt^tock  Companies  aft  pul)Lic  evlbk  It  woa  caily 
in  tile  huit  set^idnr  tliat  effortti  had  Ix-en  nmde  to  prevail 
qft  ttkff  Bank  of  £nglaoil  »u  far  to  relax  its  charter,  aa 
lo  admit  of  tile  funiuiiioo  of  Juint-Stcick  ConipanicA,  with 
a  view  of  rendering  the  bunineM  of  Hankinf^  leu  hazard- 
OU6 ;  and  the  example  of  Scotland  was  cittd,  where  then: 
wa»  no  ioipeduiKnt  to  the  funuation  of  lueh  CoaipaniM* 

The  honnurable  nlderman  hwl  talked  as  if  the  forma- 
tion of  Ji)int-Stock  C(»ni|mniets  f«<r  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  the  buAioese  of  Miuiug,  was  a  new  dii«C(ivery>  l^Io 
couid^  however,  tell  the  huuourable  aldenuan,  tiuil  nil  the 
^veAt  mining  worku  in  this  countrv  had  be&x  carried  no, 
tijue  out  of  uund,  by  Joint-Stoek  C'^mipanies.  The  mines 
in  Cornwall  and  in  Wales  luid  bem  omducted  by  mch 
Compauea-  iio  man  ootdd  re^^-t  more  than  he  did,  that 
tfas  law  relating  to  Julnt-Stock  Compa^icn  uos  not  more 
itaHifitf trry ;  for  wtule  it^  object  fthould  l»e  to  controul  tlie 
<  mw"  to  which  6uch  Companies  were  liable^  it  should  alao 
afliinl  proper  encouragement  to  thot*e  by  whom  undurtak* 
in^  '-^  ^'iTiIic  utility  were  Hr»t  de«igne<l.  It  was,  thenv 
for  .v-vowiAiid  impolitic  ta  paw  a  sweeping  censure  ua 

•luint^tock  C'(mi|Hinie»  generally,  and  it  waa  noUiw  unfair 
jyd  unwinc  to  takeaway  the  rharactcrs of  thuee  perwns  wlu> 
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might  liappcn  lobe  concerned  in  them.  He  would  not  dis- 
pute that  there  had  been  many  Bubbles,  as  they  were  called, 
whicli  reflected  deep  dii^^grace  upon  those  by  whom  they  had 
been  concocte<l ;  but  he  must  rejK'at,  that  many  of  the  pro- 
jects which  had  been  formed  were  likely  to  conduce,  in  a 
large  degree,  to  the  public  interest.  The  mischievous 
effects  of  some  of  the  late  schemes  and  bubbles  were  but 
loo  visible  in  tbe  ruin  and  destruction  of  many  ;  and  those 
individiuds  on  whom  guilt  could  fairly  be  fastened,  deserved 
that  disgrace  which  their  proceedings  called  for.  When- 
ever the  subject  of  those  shameless  »|>eculators  shouJd  be 
brought  under  the  considemtioD  of  the  Plouse,  he  would 
raise,  as  he  always  had  raised,  his  voice  against  them,  oa 
sclicmes  fraught  with  fraud  in  some  instances,  aiid  with 
hazard  and  obvious  folly,  in  others.  The  honourable 
alderman  had  particularly  alluded  to  the  iirick  Com|iany, 
and  to  the  Milk  Company,  and  some  otliers  of  a  like  de- 
scriptiou.  Of  these,  and  similar  wild  schemes,  he  had 
already  expressed  his  opinion  in  that  House;  and  he  had 
warned  the  public  against  coimectiiig  themselves  with 
scliemes  which  had  evidently  no  other  foundation  than  the 
folly  or  avarice  of  the  projectors.  He  wished  sincerely 
that  the  law  was  so  constituted  as  to  prevent  parties  from 
engaging  in  such  delusions,  and  he  was  quite  ready  to  agree 
with  the  honourable  aldcnnon,  that  when  frauds  and 
abuses,  either  in  Companies  or  individuals,  could  be  proved, 
they  ought  to  be  punished;  but  while  he  thus  far  coacumed 
with  the  honourable  alderman,  he  could  not  join  in  the 
clamour  against  a  principle,  wliicli  waa  one  of  the  great 
foundations  of  our  commercial  prosperity,  and  which  he 
considered  essential  to  tlie  best  interests  of  tlie  country. 

The  Amendment  wm  ftgrccd  to.  and  a  Commiltec  appointed. 
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EXPORT ATION  UF  MACHINBBY. 

,  Bunw,  «n  prMrntinj;  a  PctllJon  Troin  thr  M»rKh»F  M^era  of 
"MiBwiKMlw,  pratine  fir  «n  ahrraliM  of  tto  Law  pfoliilHtiBr  ihr 
BvpHtadm  of  Mnrhinn^.  ■■gg^lfd  to  iW  Hipbt  iMOMnkl*  tk* 
Pf*«idc«t  of  th«  Bonrd  of  TnMJe,  sUvthrr  it  wm  rijtbl  to  — r""T 
ft  i^-atvM  uf  t*roh(bitioai  with  respect  la  Macbincr),  wh*n  he  in* 
rn'lm^ourini^  to  ahtiUKh  that  ajiilrro  with  ir^mrd  to  rr^rf  utbrr 
Wtic^  of  indiktlrv  ? 

Mr  HcsiMMS  «ppiiilt*fl  to  llic  himourablc  tncmber  fur 

:Aber(kvD,  whetlicrit  quvacioii  <*(  imnH-iise  inipi>rtaaotcoiiU 

*-j«rilh  iiropriety  be  «4i«nm»*H  at  u  (Kriutl   « tien  ao  toaajr 

<*lhBiWMiiis  of  nianulaetmn  were  eicher  out  of  work,  or  but 

)Mirti«Uy  employed.     If  it  could  even  be  proved,  that  the 

cvpOftaUoo  of  iiMchfncry  woiiUt  not  he  attendc<l   with  Any 

ill  «fi?ctB,  «tiU   b«  wan  pt^ectly  cnQvincrd,  that  lhe«|^ta. 

^^ioacif  iht»  aubjocC  wouUl  aJann  the  inaniifacCiirvris  and  pn^ 

Ij«ien(  Uittt  iVom  filling  on  with  their  m^icctivv  braacbea  of 

>%UBmbe(ure.    ilu  oMured  the  hooourabtr  gentleniAnt  UmI 

If  a  Bill  were  to  be  iDtnodiieed,  which  had  for  it»  object  the 

abolition  of  ev«ry  rcstrtcKkio  upon  liic  expotlAtioa  of  rnt^ 

i«lite0ry,  it  would   be  pruductive  nf  iirricHio  aUnn  in  the 

;^MMM&cturinf(  difttricts  and  wotild  ^ve  riac  to  (hr  pnv 

i>Mttt«tkm  of  numerous  petitions  from  all  portaof  the  eountry 

tD  tbttt  House.     lie  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  honourable 

Tfff«"h»  would  cnnflne  himself  to  the  prcaentation  of  the  peti- 

tioBy  mtd  would  ihit  follow  it  up  with  any  8prci6e  inoCum. 

It  bad  bi'en  geuendiy  agrevd^  thai  some  alteration  in  the 
law  relatiti^  to  the  exportation  of  Machinerv  fihould  Cake 
place ;  ami  the  question  having  been  agitateil  tunm  time 
m^SOf  A  regulation  wa«  made,  invcAtmg  the  Board  of  Trade 
%rith  ft  discretionary  power,  a«  to  the  kinds  i>f  machiritfry 
wbi^  might,  or  inigliL  not,  be  c\|x>rted.  The  di»c-rvtion  thu» 
vested  in  the  Bosrd  of  Tnidt-  woa  ol'  a  most  disogrceabU: 
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and  unpleasant  nature.     It  was,  moreover,  liable  to  this 
objection — thnt   in  whatever  way  the  Boant  det'itlcd,  the 
|>arty  to  whom  the  right  of  exportation  was  refused  cou- 
ceived  himself  injureti,  and  looked  with  jealousy  on  another 
party  to  whom  a  lilwrty  to  ex|xirt  certain  different  articles 
was  permitted.     Upon  this  groitnd  alone  he  felt  the  iieces- 
BJty   of  establishing   some  fixed  prinei])Ie  of   exportation 
I  and   prohibition  of  all  articles   of    machinery.      He  had 
himself  endeavoured    to   lay  down  a   nde  by  which   the 
discretion  vested  in  the  Board  of  Trade  should   l)e  regu- 
[lated;  and  that  principle  was  this — that  when  machinery 
was  of  great  bulk,  and  containe<l  a  great  quantity  of  the 
raw  njaterial,  then  no  objection  should  be  made  to  exporta^ 
L  tion,  as  he  considered  that  no  injury  could  be  done  to  the 
[country   by  it.      But  where  the   machinery    was  one  of 
'modem  improvement,  and  <]e|>ended  mainly  ujxjn  the  in- 
-genuity  and  excellence  of  the  mechanism,   and  where  the 
■raw  material  used  was  trifling,  he   felt  that  he  owed  it  to 
the  manufacturer  to  restrain,  as  far  as  he  could,  the  expor- 
tation of  such  machinery.     The  mischief  that  would  arise 
from  altering  the  law  respecting  a  general  exportation  of 
inachinery  might  be   collected  from  this   fact — that  there 
were  at  the  present  moment,  many  manufflcturingestabb'sh- 
•ments  standing  still  on  the  Continent,  under  the  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  machinery  of  a  particular  description  from 
this  country. 

-  Under  these  circumstances,  then,  and  particularly  in  the 
present  state  of  the  manufacturing  interests,  be  implored 
the  honourable  member  not  to  agitate  the  quetttion  at 
r present.  He  was  ready  to  give  any  assistance  in  his  power, 
either  in  his  individual  capacity,  or  as  a  member  of  a  Com- 
mittee, towards  simplifying  and  more  strictly  defining  the 
law ;  but  he  did  not  wish  it  to  go  forth  to  the  public,  that 
the  whole  law  with  regard  to  the  ex|>ortation  of  machinery 
might  be  safely  rc[)calcd. 
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imOM    OF  THE    ftTATK   OK  THK    nRTTIf^ll 
r       COMMKRdAl.  i^mPPINO  INTEKEBT. 

E«Hy  ia  the  MnuioTi,  f!n)«rnl  (rasccrtnv  ^v#  tmiirp  nf  a  motion 
ktbo  diatrcMvd  8UI>  of  tti«  Htti|>|)iac  ttit«r**t.  Tb*  nminrn  wu 
mtmlly  po«t^n*«l  in  couMrtfiittnr*  of  Mr.  Iluftkwfton'*  M!«rr» 
iQlicm.  Oo  Uir  10(h  u/  Mu-th,  Mr.  Ilariiij[,  oo  |irrM*Q£iu|C  s  IVlttiiin 
limn  tha  SKipHiwn<>r«  of  LotMlon,  cuni|'t»inLo|F  uf  the  chui|[«-«  which 
Itad  hevn  miul«>  in  thff  Niivifpiltun  Kbw*,  tank  ihi*  npportunity  itf 
aAingthi*  Vii-c-rrc*idci)t  i>f  th^  Hom-iI  nfTrwIr,  whHhrr  it  wv  tlio 
if)t»^tlr>i>  of  (lm-0roBi*>nt  to  pratit  ft  CmnmittMi  on  the  auhj^Nrl  P  He 
mM  hp  thoa^ht  Mtne  inquiry  ntccMnn',  fer  Um  porpoM  nf  sM^riain* 
ittf;  whrlhrr  thr  Ji«tr«M  pruUMtM  from  Umb  otMuurta  which  bad 
hrea  adopted,  or  wlu^ihrr  it  wm  ike  coosrquciMe  of  that  ^nvral  itaf- 
nstioo  uf  Trwii',  wbit-h  had,  luuir  or  !<?••,  affrctrd  aJI  the  nthi>r 
Iwanrhi^  uf  fiatlonai  industry.  Mr.  rharli>«  (Irant  answrrrd.  thai  hi* 
ri^t  honoii rattle  friend,  (he  Prv»idpnt  of  lht<  Board  of  Tradr,  «  aa 

*  Tha  fallowiog  i%  a  Li«tof  tho  Atinittry,  a*  It  vat  wlU«d  nndpr 

Jfr.  Caaoing^ : 

CiMnH  Afinuierr. 

r  Prt<iid«nt  of  the  Cmincll;  shortly 
Earl  of  Harrowby.... •• <      aftrr  luccoedrd  tiy  tbi>  ihikf  of 

(      Honland. 

Lord  Lyndlmn«t    „,..,M,«.rML(}rd  Chancellor. 

_  .       ,  n     ,      ,  i  Ixw4  Privv  Seal ;  thnrtly  afW  wie- 

Duke  of  PoTlIaiid « <  ,    .'     ..     „     ,    ;„    ... 

i     tt«ed«d  by  cha  Earl  a#  CarlbJr. 

„.  ^    ..       ^,  -      .  /  Vint  Lord  of  tha  Tnaaurr,  and 

Rijthl  U«.  GeofS*  Cauui;  „  ^      Chan<.<llor  of  .h.  E«,.henu..r. 

!8vcnti«n'  uf  Mtsip  for  thr  lltmio 
JVpartnicnt ;  nhnrilv  after  •uOrU 
111  .1.       M  ft 

cctfded  by  the  Juanjuu  uf  Luna- 
duwne. 

_,  ^  -,  ,  ,,r  _,         f  t^ivTotajT    of  State   for    Korcifn 

Yiniiit  l>odl«y  aod  Ward    ,« |      ^(f^ipj  '^ 

,_  «...  f  '♦''trlarv  of  State  for  the  IK'parl-''  \ 

i,     nafliof  War  and  the  Colmitm. 

Ri)^hl  Uoo.  C.  W.  W.  SVynn  «^.«Pra«ideul  of  iJio  Ht^rd  of  Control. 

,      ,  _     ,  f  Chancellor  of  the  Purhv  of  Lao* 

Lord  Brxler. »....» » I 

I      riwler. 

i»-  V.  It        !•-  II  ■■     1  ■  f  Trcaaurcr  of  the  Navy,  Mid   Prc- 

Riebt  Hon.  U  il  Uain  lltuki3»on  I        .,  ^.d      j*^i>j 

*  I     ftidcDt  uf  the  BfHU-d  of  Trmdo. 
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extremely  anxious  to  take  ihe  earliest  opportunity,  «-kicb  his  health 
would  allow  of,  to  put  the  Ilouve  in  posses^ioD  of  the  vipirs  of  Govern- 
iiient,  upun  the  ^'holo  <)ue»itinn  connected  with  the  Bhippin|^  Interrcl 
of  the  eounin'.  Aeeordingly,  General  Gaaco™©,  thi^  day,  opened 
the  subject  to  the  House,  and  moved,  "  That  a  SvlectCommitlee  he 
nppninted  to  inquire  into  the  present  Distresjied  State  of  the  Britiah 
Commereial  Shipping^  Intereitt.'*  The  U{)tio»  h»vin^  been  oppnaed 
by  Mr.  Poulett  Thonipfton,  and  defended  by  Air.  Lidd*'ll  and  by  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke,  who  hoped  that  the  House,  notwilbnUnding  ibe 
«peeeb  it  might  bear  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trmde, 
would  not  \ye  led  away  hy  words  calculated  to  make  "  the  worae 
appear  the  better  reai)on,"  hut  would  coofiiie  itaelf  to  practical  laetit, 
and  discard  theoretical  arfvumeata, 

Mr.  HusKiRSON  rose,  anti  spoke  as  follows: — 
I  ilo  not  regret,  Sir,  that,  by  giving  way  to  the  gallant 
admiral,*  I  afibrded  him  an  o|i|K)rtunity  of  caiitiumng  the 

ViacDUDt  Falmerston    Secretarj*  at  War. 

Right  iii>n.   George  Tierney„....Ma8ter  of  the  Mint. 

JFirst  Commifsoner  of  WofKla  and 
Foreats ;  succeeded  by  the  Ri(^t 
Hon.  W.  S.  Bourne. 
Aoi  f/*  Ote  Qtbintt. 
H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence  ...Lord  Hiph  Admiml. 

r  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance; 

Marqiita  of  An^lese)-    .„, J      shortly  after  a    plac*    in     |h« 

L     Cabinet. 
Right   Hon.  Vcaey  Fita-OeraJd,,.  Paymaster  of  the  Forces. 

Duke  of  Manchester  ..„ Pofltmaster-Oeneral. 

J.  C.  Herries,  K«i ,„ 1  _  ,.     „ 

Joseph  Planta,  E«q )  Secretaries  of  the  1  re«mr>.. 

Right  Hon.  C.Grant ^  f  Vice-President  of   the   Board    of 

I       Trade. 

Right  Hon-  Sir  John  Leach    „.,„MaBter  of  the  RoUs, 

Right  Hon.  Sir  L.  ShadwoU  .^».,».Vic«-Chanrellnr. 

gjr  James  Scarlett    ,«..„^,.,,„.,.Altomey.General. 

SirN.  C.  Tindal  Solicitor-General. 

MbusiTy  of  Irchmd. 

^/Marquis  Welletley   ......Lord  Lieutenant. 

•  Right  Hon,  Sir  A.  Hwrt  Lord  CbsnceJlor. 

Right  Hon.  WiJIiaui  Lamb «Chief  Secretar)-. 

Right  Hon. SirGeorgclTill.Bart...,  Vice-Treasurer. 

■  Sir  Joseph  Yorke. 


coMWvciAf.  irnirptvc  ikttrkiit. 
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HcMue  not  to  he  mi«il<xl  by  nrKiimi-nt*  cfllctilntH  to  moke 
'*  the  worse  appctir   the  l»ctUT  cause.*     The  House  vill 

/know  how  to  ftpprccUtc  the  vnluc  of  iJh*  pliant  AdmiralV 
■ttdvJoe«  «nd  to  apply  it  to  the  j^iecch  with  which  he  lux  just 
fa^-ouml  UH. 

Hrfure  1  procevd  to  t)>oM  ob«e^Tationl^  whicli  it  will  Ik 
my  duty  to  make  on  the  motmn  €4  roy  honoiirnhle  eoU 
tcaguc,  (he  House,  T  tniM,  will  ullow  inc  to  ofTiT  my  un- 
ffigntii  acknowledf^entx  for  their  kind  eonnflcration 
towiutift  Bw,  in  Ikttving,  more  tiian  once,  pOHtpooed  the  <Ii»- 
cuaann  ai  this  important  question  before  the  £as(«r  reoeaa, 
when  I  wa*  unuvoidtthly  ab^nt  from  their  dt'l»at«.  Those 
who  have  H'itncstsetl  my  conduct  to  furmcr  {mrliaiocnts  will 
give  me  credit  when  I  My,  thut  I  ulwity»t  feel  deep  regret, 
if,  Inim  any  cause,  I  am  pre\'cnted  attending  my  {nihllc 
duty  in  this  place.  My  regret  hii«;,  in  the  present  in^ttnncei 
been    greatly    incawawd,    by  the  cunttidenition,  that  thin 

'  Uout^  was  occu]>ied  beftwc  the  rec«M,  with  another  very 
hnportant  question — I  mc«n  the  Com  I^wb;  in  the  course 
of  the  diM;uf«*iimis  upon  which,  frequent  reference  wba  made 
to  the  opinious  which  I  had  professed,  and  to  the  part 
which  I  hod  taken  un  former  oduu^ionft  upon  that  RuhjecU  1 
Neitfier  of  lliat  reference,  nur  of  any  animadversions 
which  may  have  accompanied  it,  have  I  a  di^ptwition  or  b 
right  to  complain.  I  admit  that,  in  thu*  referring  to  ray 
c<Hidact  and  oijinioms  honoumblo  member*  hnve  done  no 
more  (han  they  were  called  upon  to  do  by  their  own  wnse 
of  public  duty-  They  were  the  less  called  upon  (o  be 
icrupulmiw  in  this  rcspeet,  a»  ihry  Wfte  aware  that,  at  some 
futurt*  time,  an  (tpportunity  wou)d,  m  all  pnihubility,  be 
afforded  me,  of  defending  my«elf,  if  neeeKwin-,  ngainsl  any 
imputation»  wliich  might  be  cut  upon  me,  and  of  making 
that  defence,  in  the  pre«nee  of  thow?  by  whom  my  conduct 
had  been  arraigned,  and  before  the  same  tribimal  by  which 
the  charge  tiad  been  heard. 
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Whilst  I  feel,  thcrcfDire,— as  I  sincerely  <lo  fi?el, — nothing 
but  thankfuluesH  for  the  consideration  with  which  I  have 
been  treated  during  my  absence,  by  all  parties  in  this 
House,  I  must  say,  that  I  cannot  but  take  a  very  different 
view  of  an  attack,  altogether  unprovokeil,  which  was  made 
in  another  ])lace,  u^Kin  my  public  character  and  conduct,  at 
a  moment  when  I  was  wholly  di.nabW  by  illness,  from 
taking  any  notice  of  that  unwarrantable  pi-oceeding : — in  s 
place,  too,  where,  neither  in  sickness  nor  in  health,  neitheiP 
now,  nor  at  any  time  hereafter,  can  I  l)e  permitted  to  nieett 
face  to  face,  the  individual  making  that  unjust  attack,  or 
be  aftbrdetl  an  op|X)rtunity  of  repelling  it  before  the 
aii!>en\bly  to  which  it  was  addressed.  It  may  have  suited 
the  taste,  it  may  hove  been  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  that 
individual,  to  represent  me,  under  these  circumstances,  as  a 
"  wild  theorist,  ready  at  all  times  to  attempt  any  ex|»eri- 
ment,  no  matter  how  hazardous."  It  may  have  been  deemed 
justiHablc  by  that  individual,  to  charge  me  with  having 
])alme<t  measures  upon  the  House  and  upon  the  country, 
under  false  pretences.     It  may  have  been 

Mr.  Cressett  Pelham  rose  to  order.  He  obBcrvod,  that  the  rigbt 
lionourable  gentleman  wan  out  of  order,  inMmut'li  as  (to  waK  alluiling 
to  expres<iion9  which  had  been  used  io  debate,  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament. 


Mr.  HusKissos-  If  an  allegation — an  unjust  and  un- 
founded ollegutiun — Ix.'  made  against  mc,  I  nuist  answer  it 
when  I  can.  If  my  character  is  attacked  and  calumniated 
in  another  place,  in  which  I  cannot  be  heard,  I  must  avail 
myself  of  the  opportunity  of  defending  it  in  a  place  where 
I  can  l)c  heard.  Ic  has  been  asserted  of  me,  in  the  place  to 
whidi  I  allude,  that  I  have  palmed  u|K>n  the  House  and 
the  country  measures  of  great  public  imp»irtance,  under 
false  pretences,  and  that  I  have  been  guilty — neither  roorp 
nor  kfts— of  a  gross  political  fraud. 


coKinacf4L  •mrrmr.  ixtxrcst. 
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It  ii  an  old  otMervAtiim*  and  mot  the  leu  true  becnuae  it 

J  that  cbo«e  who  arc  the  nvMt  rrody  to  indul;^  in 

tortuous  couraoft  tbc-in«clvc»,  an*  usuallr  ihe  inoat  rradr  to 

fbarfpe  that  spedea  of  conduct  u^ion  otbcni.    An  imtii^naot 

denial  u  ail  die  aD««er  wltich  I  can  fpve  at  pnsent  to  the 

accuaatiaa  brought  agaiiiHt  mr.     Witv  1  to  cntiT  into  par* 

tieuUrs,  I  feai  I  should  tlt'|>art  too  viduly   fptim   the  cfUfa- 

Cioa  which  U  at  pn-wnt  bcfon*  \i»\  hut  ihix  I  witl  ivr — I 

have  now,  for  uuire  tli&u  Lhirty  years  ^^  tlie  hunDiir  uf  a 

seat  in  ihU  Huum.',  duriiiK  ^^^^*  whole  of  which  period,  down 

Ko  the  preM*ut  hour,  1  Iwve  always  acted  under  a  ttemie  of 

that  moral  rr«pondbiUty  to  public  opinion  and  the  judg. 

waeot  of  my  country,  to  wJiich  every  timn,  be  hin  rank  or 

atatioa  wluU  it  may,  is  Uablr,  for  the  part  which  he  taken 

CD  th*.'  TuleH  and   proceed  it  t;>^H  uf  Parliament.     Tliat  moral 

rcapocuihility,  whicti,  in  fncL,  ctmHtitutot  public  clutmcli-r, 

I  am  not  afraid  lu  titcountcr.     I  am  Bt]ually  rt*ady  Ut  uieK 

th*  DiarQ  direct  rcff})oaMbility,  which  attaches  to  roe  as  a 

raintster  of  the  Crown,  not  only  for  the  meaimres  which  I 

have  bnmghi  forward  in  this  Huu»c  on  the  port  of  hia 

Majesty**  Govcmnicnl,  but  also  for  every  other  nira*urc, 

in  which  I  have  concurred,  since  I  have  ha<)  tho  honour  of 

terring  his  Mnje«ty  in  iliat  capacity.     I  make  iliis  declara- 

tioD  without  the  Nlightfut  reaerx'o,  and  I  truAt  without  any 

uabeeomiAj^  arrof^Dcc     Further   it  would  be    improper 

to  »ptmk  of  myself.     But,  with  regard   to  the  individual 

who  baa  thus  Attacked  me,  without   the  slightest  provoca- 

tioaoo  my  port,  I  mxxU  be  allowc<l  to  rvmark,  that  1  have 

hecn  an  attentive  ohserver  of  hlK  public  career  for  the  last 

fir^^od-thtrty  yean.     I  hnvf  ciooi*  iiiorc.     I  have  rt'od  all 

the  imiltiiariouB  work«  which  he  ban  publi^lied  during  that 

prnud^  whether  on  general   politicis   [wilitieal  econoiuVi  "r 

poliliral  phUosophvi — aU  tlie  theoretical  lucubrations  witli 

which  he  has  enlightened  the  world,  down  even  to  his  lost 

VOL.   III.  O 
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•*  Chart  of  the  Corn  I^awa."^  I  have  reatl  (hom  all ;  and, 
in  saying  this,  I  am  aware  that  I  have  executed  a  tAsk,  af^ 
which  very  few  men  besides  myself  can  Iwast.  The  con- 
clusion to  which  I  have  come — a  conclusiou  not  of  yester- 
tlay,  but  now  of  some  yt'urs  standing — is  that,  among  the 
many  mercies  which  have  been  vouclisafed  to  this  country, 
Rince  llie  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war  in  1792; 
there  are  few  for  which  she  ought  to  Ik*  more  thankful,  than 
for  those  fortunate  oeeiirrenees,  wliioh,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  have  digappointcd  tlic  aspiring  ambition  of  that 
individual — occurrences  which  have  hitherto  prevented  his 
being  placed  in  any  station  of  }H>wer,  in  which  he  might 
linvc  been  enabled  to  inHict  tlie  application  of  his  own 
extravagant  theories — and  theories  more  extravagant  were 
certainly  never  conceived  by  man — either  ujxjn  the  people 
of  this  country  or  up<m  that  far  more  numerous,  hut  more 
helpless  ptjpulation,  wiiich  is  ploced  under  our  protection, 
in  another  quarter  of  the  tvurld.  Having  escaped  so  long, 
I  trust  there  is  now  no  risk,  lliat  any  part  of  the  British 
empire  will  ever  fall  under  such  a  visitation. 

To  come.  Sir,  to  the  question  more  immediately  under 
discussion — first  begging  pardon  of  the  House  for  this 
digression,  u|X>n  matters  principally  jiersonal  to  royscli'. 
I  rejoice,  most  sincerely,  that  the  gallant  General,  my 
honourable  colleague,  has  brought  forward  his  preseal; 
motion :  not  only  because  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  of 
defending  my  own  conduct,  but  iK-cause  it  has  given  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Northumlwrland,*  an  occasion  for 
a  display  of  the  clear  and  able  manner  in  which  he  con 
state  his  views  on  an  extendetl  an  intricate  subject,  and  of 
talents  for  bufdness,  whicli  cannot  foil  of  being  duly  appre- 
ciated by  the  important  covmty  which  he  represents.  It 
has  also  afforded  (o  the  honourable  member  for  l>over-(-  an 
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opportindty  of  iiunifcstin;^  an  cxtranrdhuvy  dtgn*  of 
ncutenMtt  *n<J  kllowltfdJB^^  in  n^iipect  to  the  oommcrcc  and 
navigation  of  the  countj^,  ami  of  sCiUing  hiK  mfomutinti  in 
^  manner  which  must,  I  ntn  mirc,  haw  nade  the  tnoit 
fkvuuyable  iiupr^ivion  upon  the  Hmi*& 

Among  thtf  nuuiv  extraortiinary  statamonti  whkh  fell 
firom  aiy  gallant  CoUragw,  diere  waa  none  which  I  hcaxd 
widi  laora  surprisct  than  htn  remark,  that,  far  the  1n»t  two 
or  thrre  vearK,  tht.*  tnhk*  of  thiK  Moiikc  htm  been  o%-cr- 
whalmetl  witJi  Petition^*  fn»u  t\w  Ship-Ownrra  of  ail  the 
purtii  of  Gruat  Britain,  complaining  of  thdr  di»tres>ul  con- 
ditiini;  and  thnt  his  Majestv^s  Government  hiul  never  ctin- 
doacended  to  pay  to  them  the  fllighterit  attention.  Now« 
what  ia  iho  nial  tttati.'  of  the  caac?  In  the  courao  of  the 
last  aeaaon,  but  not  till  the  last  sewion,  wime  [>etitiom 
were  pre<k.iiteH  to  the  House  on  this  wihject.  And  what 
became  of  them  f  The  honourable  members  who  presented 
thcae  petitions  contented  thcmseWes  with  moring,  that  they 
Jwwild  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  be  printed. 
These  formalities  fuifilletl  by  thow  immediately  entrusted 
with  tii«se  petitions,  they  would  have  been  forgotten  if  I 
had  not  felt  it  my  duty  minutely  to  inrestigBte  the  allega- 
tion contained  in  them, — ^  that  the  shipping  anrl  carrjillg 
trade  of  the  country  were  iu  a  rapid  »tate  of  decay.* 
Mariog  asliafied  myself  that  the  allegation  was  unfounded, 
it  became  my  further  duty  to  endeavour  to  dispel  any  utv 
fiMTOurnble  iuipretuion  wl>ich  it  was  calculated  to  make  upon 
thr  public  ii)in<I.  With  that  vieu,  I  did,  uncoUetl-for, 
bring  forward  an  £xpositum  of  what  1  knew  to  be  the 
real  situatioa  of  the  conunerciol  marine  of  the  kiiigdoui.  I 
made  that  statement  for  the  purpose  of  removing  imy 
apimabcBiioiu,  needWaily  but  industriously  exdted,  with 
ftspaet  to  an  interest  so  newly  connected  with  the  Imnuur 
and  the  safety  of  tlic  empire.     In  submitting  that  slate- 
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incnt  to  the  House,  iil>out  a  twelvomonth  ajto,  I  availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  which  it  aflortied  ine»  of  expli- 
citly declaring  the  princi}>le8  which  I  entertain  on  the 
subject  of  our  Navigatiim  Laws  ; — of  explaining  and  vin- 
dicating the  measures  wliith  hail  been  adopted  by  his 
Majesty's  Government  in  reference  to  those  Laws ; — of 
bringing  fully  and  fairly  before  the  country  the  present 
state  of  our  Coumierce  and  Marine; — the  great  increase  in 
their  amount  since  the  year  1792; — and  of  com^iaring  our 
present  means  of  sustaining  and  mantling  our  military 
marine  with  those  which  we  could  command  at  former 
periods ;  as  well  as  with  the  means  possessed,  both  now 
and  at  former  periods,  by  the  jx>wcrs  which  have  been,  and 
may  again  be,  opjxised  to  us  in  maritime  warfare. 

This  statement,  which  I  submitted  to  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, is  now  before  the  public,  and  in  a  shape,  I  am  ready 
to  allow,-  which  entitles  any  gentleman  who  may  do  me  the 
honour  to  refer  to  it,  to  hold  me  resjwnsible  for  its  eon- 
tont.s.  It  ha«  been  niaile  the  ground,  or  pretext,  of  so 
many  misrepresentations  out  of  doors,  that  I  feel  thankful 
for  this  opportunity  of  setting  myself  right,  and— what  is 
of  far  more  consequence  than  any  personal  consideration— 
of  setting  the  Government  and  the  late  Parliament  right,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  country,  upon  this  important  subject. 
If  the  House  will  favour  me  with  a  patient  hearing,  and 
my  own  physieal  powers  will  permit,  I  inist  that,  before 
I  sit  down,  I  shall  be  able  to  expose  those  misrepre- 
sentations; and,  if  I  succeed  in  that  object,  I  shall  feel 
e(]ually  confident  of  relieving  myself  from  the  calumnies 
which,  with  no  h|><'Lring  hand,  have  l*een  lieaped  upon  me 
personally,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year.  Let  not  llie 
hireling  authors  of  those  calumnies  suppose  that  I  am 
aliout  to  retort  upon  them,  the  low  and  vulgar  abuse 
which  they  have  uttemptetl  to  cast  upon  mo.     The  only 
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punishment  which  they  tAudl  receive  at  my  hands  i»  to 
show  them,  that  their  venom  ha»  falk-n  inrnx-umis  upon  me; 
that  I  am  nc»t  infected  by  it ;  and  th«t,  however  unjii»tly 
attacked^  I  feci  Uto  much  resipcct  for  this  Houac^— and,  I 
might  add,  Ux>  much  Mrlf-rcRpcct-— to  rcwrt  tu  Mich  boAe 
enppnes  in  my  (lefeneo. 

Dut,  if  I  abittaiu  from  noticing  pcrwmal  ahti.sc  and 
malignant  insinuations  I  cannot  extemi  the  *amc  degree 
of  forbearance  Ui  the  arguments,  the  miA6tutenu'nt«,  the 
sophiicms,  and.  I  mu»t  add,  the  falM^hoottis  which  have 
been  brougitt  forward,  I  will  not  nay  by  (he  Ship-Owncn, 
but  by  their  advocates,  in  tlie  present  controverny.  Even 
with  rcwpect  U>  the  Shi|fc-Ou"ner«  themwlvis,  although  )?reat 
allowance  in  tu  be  made  for  the  irrititliuii  of  men  tiuffering 
under  prcMure  and  difHcuUics,  I  caiuiot  consent  to  flatter 
their  feelings  and  to  purehnsi^  their  gotxJ-will,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  compronii^ng  the  claiats  of  truth,  and  the  penna- 
ntriit  inlcre^ti  of  the  country-. 

I  am  not  unaware,  Sir,  of  ail  the  disadvantages  under 
lich  X  approach  the  diitcu!i,Hion  of  thin  great  question. 
lany  honourable  gentlemen  lua^  think  it  neceieary — and 
for  this  1  do  not  blame  them — to  jHcld  to  the  solicitations  of 
their  constituents.  I  am  not  ignorant  tliat,  even  oniongitt 
thoec  gentlemen  wh<i  have  no  e(in^tilueiit!<>  immediately 
cooncrtcd  with  the  Shipping  liiten*>>t,  an  active  eunvos  hatt 
ttten  eatried  on,  and  lluit  ex-jiftrte  htatemcntfi  ha%c  been 
nuluatriouitly  hud  b<-fore  Uiem  by  the  delegates  from  the 
Oot-PortA,  with  a  view  to  influence  their  judgment,  and  to 
Kcurv  their  votcfi  on  the  prcnent  qui'^tion : — a  queslion. 
upofi  which  it  is  the  more  ea^  to  excite  alarm,  from  its 
facing  so  inlimnlciy  connected  with  the  maritime  jMiwcr  of 
the  country.  Wh«i  this  paramount  interest  i»  represented 
lo  Ih*  in  jeo|Hir(]y,  it  ih  natural  thnt  honourable  members 
should  listen  with  attention  to  tbo^c  who,  in  pointing  out 
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the  supposed  danger,  are  ready,  at  the  same  time,  to  sugvi 
gesl  the  course  by  wliich  it  may  be  averted. 

I  know,  likemse^  what  active  and  incessant  efforts  have 
been  made  to  influence  the  feelings,  if  not  the  votes,  of  all 
who  entertain  opinions,  in  any  degree,  or  upon  any  partica- 
lar  |X>int — the  Com  I^ws,  for  instance — at  Tariance  with  the 
general  principles  of  our  domestic  and  commercial  policy  ; 
—to  array  those  feelings  imder  the  popular  banner  of  the 
Shipping  Interest,  and  to  enlist  the  most  luiulahU^  impulse 
of  national  pride  and  maritime  glory,  on  the  side  of  that 
genera]  struggle  which  is  now  carried  on,  in  certain  quar- 
ters, against  every  attempt  at  improvement. 

Nottt-ithstanding  all  these  considerations,  and  making 
every  allowance  for  those  honourable  members  who  are,  in 
a  manner,  obliged  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  gallant  General's 
motion,  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  their  constituents 
(conduct,  for  which,  be  it  remembered,  I  am  far  from  im- 
puting any  blame),  I  still  feel  it  to  be  my  Ijoundeu  duty, 
however  much  these  circumstances  may  tell  upon  the  divi- 
sion, to  state  fully  and  fearlessly,  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  stand — trusting  that  the  great  majority  of  this  House  do 
not  come  to  the  discussion  of  this  important  question,  as 
members  are  sometimes  said  to  attend  u]x>n  a  private  bill : 
— ^tliat  their  votes  are  not  pledged  to  some  petty  and  local 
interest  ;  that  they  are  not  flocking  here  to-night,  for 
the  purpose  of  redeeming  any  such  pledges  given  out  of 
doors;  but  for  that  of  jimnouncing  an  impartial  judg- 
ment, after  hearing  both  sides  of  the  question  rrow  under 
consideration. 

Now,  r  feel  myself,  at  the  rery  outset,  I  own,  rather 
at  a  loss  how  to  deal  with  that  question, — u  difliculty  not 
create«l  by  any  thing  which  I  have  heard  for  the  first 
time  this  evening,  but  arising  out  of  tlu^  statements  und 
arguments  resorted  to,  by  those  who  have  ha<I  the  manage- 
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meat  of  the  que«tiim  nut  of  dcMrs.  These  parties — 1  nH'Ul 
the  Shi|>-OwutT»  aud  thfir  tuJvucaUra — ajt|)ettr  to  mc  to  eva- 
|iloy  a  vaodc  of  rvaioniiig  quite  pLx-uIiur  tu  thciiiM'lves  uid 
which  I  know  not  how  to  designAti?,  unless  I  dciicnl>e  it  lu 
iiMiiihlipg  that  philmupliy  which  prevailed  during  th« 
Boddle  agvA-  Tu  rcaauo  froui  facts  observation,  aiid  vx- 
\Krieivx — to  draw  coodusiunA  fn»ui  wlut  is  (lauinf;  before 
(bem — U  A  syjitcm  nut  yet  adoptL-d  by  those  who  claim  to 
be  «\clu!iivvly  practical  men.  In  thi'ir  method  of  induc- 
tion, indeed,  fuctn  are  pret:iH.'ly  wbut  tliey  arc  iiKMt  dist- 
(Ki^tid  to  overlook.  Thus  far,  at  Icut,  their  wisdom  in  in 
accordance  with  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors  the  Thiltw 
flophers  of  tiione  middle  n^*x,  who,  netting  tlieir  face« 
against  all  improvL-inenlii,  deniLtl  idl  fuetn,  which  thry  could 
not  rvconcile  to  their  own  preconceived  doctrines.  Of  this 
|ihilo«iii|>hy  we  had  Mjnicthin);  like  a  sample  loAt  year,  in 
the  qucfitjon  of  the  Silk  Trade.  All  thnt  wnn  thought  no- 
OGBsary,  oq  the  part  of  die  aflvocntes  uf  [iruhibition,  was  to 
SKiune,  a»  iucuntrovertible,  that  tlie  «lk  manufacture  of 
thjfl  ooiintry  wuuld,  neceft&arily,  be  altogether  ruined,  root 
md  bcanch,  by  the  then  {X'nding  change  in  the  law.  Here 
^vaa  the  theory  of  pra4^ticnl  men.  That  theory  once  ad- 
mitted, the  inferences  were  niit  dilTieult  to  draw.  Those 
inierenoes  were  stated  as  so  many  undeniable  facts; — the 
total  annihilation  of  a  capital  tuiuMinting  to  tmuiy  millions 
sterling; — five  hmidred  tiiou!uuid  tudustritm»  |K>opU%  women 
and  children,  deprived  of  all  means  of  subKiMtence ; — und  I 
know  not  how  nuuiy  other  horrible  coiiseijutfnees ;  alt  90 
much  taken  for  granti-d,  that  I  was  pointed  out  om  u  **  cold- 
hearted,  callous  metaphysician,**  who,  worse  than  the  Devil, 
could    cootcmplnle    unmove<I    t  }>e   certainty  of    so   much 

BtchedncsK  and  diiitresH  \ 

In^nte  of  this  friglitful  denunciation,  the  IIoum?  resolved 
to  abide  the  result  of  tike  alteration,  which  wa-t  then  about 
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to  Iftke  effect,  in  respi»ct  to  the  Silk  Trade  of  this  country. 
The  new  law  came  into  operation  last  .Tuly,  at  a  period  of 
peculiar  pressure  and  diflieulty,  in  every  branch  of  our 
manijfnrturcs.  Yet,  nevertheless,  I  have  now  the  satisfaC' 
licm  of  stating,  that  there  is  no  one  extensive  manufjicture, 
which  has  suffered  so  little  from  the  distress  of  the  times, 
as  that  of  which  the  total  ruin  and  annihilation  had  been 
»o  confidently  foretold.  Nay,  more ;  I  am  enabled  to  add, 
that  the  result  of  a  free  com])etition  has  been  this — ^thal 
more  real  iniprovenient  has  been  made  in  the  Silk  manu- 
facture of  this  country,  within  the  last  twelvemtHith,  than 
had  been  made  for  half  a  century  before.  I  assert  this, 
on  the  authority  of  the  manufacturers  themselves;  and  I 
say  that,  at  this  moment,  those  manufacturers  are  not  only 
fearless  of  the  rivalry  of  France  in  foreign  markets,  but, 
in  s»jme  articles,  are  able  to  undersell  the  French  manu- 
facturer, even  in  hi.s  own  market :  and,  hu  little  do  they 
dread  the  competition  of  Bandana  handkerchiefs,  against 
which  no  rate  of  duty,  however  high,  we  were  assured, 
could  afford  protection,  that  silk  hundkurchiufs  are  now 
actually  weaving  in  England,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent 
out  to  the  Indian  market 

Hut,  Sir,  the  Ship-Owners  gc»  even  a  stage  further  than 
the  Silk  manufacturers.  Thev  lU-e  not  content  to  assume 
what  will  he  the  inevitable  result  of  the  measures  adopted 
by  Government  for  tlie  regulation  of  oiu- Navigation  system; 
they  positivuly  assert,  that  those  results  Aarc  already  taken 
place.  They  maintain,  that  the  Shipping  Interest  of  this 
country  is,  at  the  present  moment,  in  a  state  of  rapid  decay. 
This  is  the  burthen  of  all  the  petitions  which  have  been 
presented  on  this  subject.  I  have  lK?cn  at  tlie  pains  of 
reading  them  all ;  and  there  is  not  one  which  does  not  pro- 
ceed upon  the  assumed  fact,  timt  Foreign  Shipping  resort- 
ing to  our  ports  ha&  increased  in  aa  alarming  degree,  and 
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thai  ihe  ihip|nn^  of  this  oouulr^-  tuiA  tU*crea«e<]  in  tlir  inme 
profKNtioa.  Fracn  thui  aMmju[jUt)n  it  u  iufcmtl — ojul,  if 
the  prraiiees  be  convct,  there  in  do  (liKputiitg  the  omcluraoa 
— UiAt  tlu-  dhippiDg  of  other  BtjUea  wilJ«  ore  long,  »upcmctitf 
our  [>«m  chippinf;  in  the  fort-i^n  trade  of  the  rountry. 

Nuw,  ufKih  Oiin  |M>ii)(  mtst  tlic  wliulc  c|iii<*tii>it  U-tw«rn 
liHkfc  SKip-Owiient  juid  hi»  MiiJL'»ity*it  GuvemrocAL  We  are 
St  UHie  upuD  Uie  (act :  antl  tJial  iitttie  in  nliitl  the  Huumt  i» 
i»  <mUed  upon  this  evening  to  try.  If  the  fact  nhall  be 
ctlabliahedf  it  will  then  be  our  duty  to  exunioe  bow  far 
the  inkrcnoa  ore  correct ;  and.  if  they  are  correcf,  to 
Iqie  no  tiiiu?  in  cufit^idcHnf^  of  the  beM  inianii  (if  avrrting 
firotn  the oruntry  ttie  rvils  invulvinl  in  lUvsc  infertmees.  But« 
if  the  pretendetl  fact  ftbuuUI  be  ultopiLlicr  unfounded— if 
the  true  state  of  things  »hould  turn  out  to  be  the  rrrcrw 
of  what  is  olleg^-d  by  the  {K>titiunen», — surely  wc  nijy  dU- 
misA  tlie  infemice,  and  wivv  ourselves  ihr  tmublc  of  any 
further  proceeding.  Upon  thv  »hoM-ing  of  the  fM-titioBCfa 
t|tanMelve.s  thcTL*  would  be  no  ground  for  the  Cuinmittce 
proposed  hy  the  gallant  General ;  nnd  to  gmnt  it,  under 
aids  c)rcuin&t;uio(5S  would  only  tend  to  raise  a  doubt,  both 
at  home  and  abruiid,  upon  tlie  disposition  to  persevere  in 
our  praent  Ryaton  of  oonunemal  policy  : — a  syf^tem  which, 
Miijcsty^ft  Govermnent  are  per^uaded«  is  calculuicd  to 

Ivance  the  general  intercstft  of  the  country,  without  crwit- 
tag  any  prejudice  to  the  scpamto  interests  of  the  Ship- 
owner. 

TItc  gallant  General  luu  MtaUid,  that  it  is  not  his  fault 
that  this  queation  waa  not  brouglit  {brword  at  a  mudi 
earlitr  period  of  the  seuioa.  If  tlien'  Im'  blame  nnywhcro» 
I  aut  afraid  I  am  the  principal  cause  of  this  delay.  Hut  1 
own  that,  for  the  fair  discusMon  of  the  question,  I  cannot 
regret  that  it  was  deferred.  If  we  hail  gone  into  this  sub- 
ject previous  to  the  reccw,  we  could  not  have  hod  before  un 


io 


'■    STATE    OV    TH£    D«1TIS11 


[May 


the  annual  Accounts  of  Tonna^^e  and  Shipping,  which  aro 
never  laid  u|}on  the  table  till  the  25th  of  March.  Witliuti^ 
tiiosc  Accounts,  we  should  not  Imve  possessed  atiy  authentic 
meauM  uf  examining  the  assertiuns,  upou  ihe  validity  of 
which  we  are  now  to  det^ide. 

I  will  not  affirm  of  the  I'etitioners,  who  have  complained 
of  this  delay,  any  tiling  so  offensive  as  tliat  they  were 
aware,  that  when  these  accounts  slumhl  l>e  produced,  they 
would  overturn  all  iheir  statenK-nts;  but  1  will  siiy,  tliat 
thutK  stuteuienlH  have  been  made  at  raudom ;  although  I 
am  ready  to  concedct  that  they  were  accordiug  tu  tlie  best 
of  the  belief  of  the  |jersons  who  have  signed  these  iK'ti- 
tions.  They  have  taken  the  allegations  uj>ou  cretlit,  fixjui 
tliosc  wlio  have  had  the  task  of  what  is  called  '^getting  up  the 
IX'tition,"" — a  pi-aelice,  I  unl  afraid,  become  very  couunon  of 
late  years,  and  by  which  the  value  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
}H>rtant  rights  of  the  subject,  and  the  influence  of  petitioua 
in  this  UouHC,  have  been  rutlier  impaired  than  strengths 
ened. 

The  truth  of  tlus  observation,  I  own,  has  been  somewhat 
confirmed  tome  by  the  attention  which  I  have  found  it  my 
duty  tu  give  to  the  allegations  in  the  petitions  now  under 
consideration — allegations  whicli  liave  surprised  me  not  a 
little.  The  confidence,  not  to  say  the  credulity*  of  the 
Petitioners,  umst,  indeed,  have  been  largely  drawn  upon ; 
seeing  that  of  their  own  personal  knowlcilge,  it  was  scarcely 
possible  for  them  not  to  have  been  aware  how  inconjuulenl 
some  of  the  statements  were  witli  occurrences,  which  come 
under  tlieir  pwn  immediate  oliservation.  In  the  Petilioq 
from  Searliorough,  for  instance,  wliich  I  take  because  it  is 
tlie  iirst  wliich  was  presented  this  session,  I  find  it  stated* 
to  the  great  regret  and  alarm  of  the  Petitioners,  tliat  there 
baa  been  a  great  increase  in  the  entry  uf  foreign  vessels, 
and  {MirticuUrly  of  vessels  from  the  Baltic,  in  all  the  Brititth 
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pqrts  during  the  la*<t  yctir.  This,  Str,  is  tht»  ffrtc%ancc  ctirn- 
pldfted  of  by  the  inhaliitanl»  of  Scarburouf(h,  ou  tlic  16th 
ckf  Fcliruory,  18f{7.  As  far  as  their  own  port  is  oonoerDed* 
they  must  naturally  be  luppaiipd  to  be,  of  all  peraunis  tho 
best  acquainted  with  the  ival  fttate  of  the  cant.  An  far  ■• 
oilier  ports  an*  concerned,  tlicy  vrt?n*  pmlmhly  i^naikinf^ 
only  from  heanny.  Now^  by  n-ferrinfc  lo  tlie  Ketums  to 
rhtch  I  hnre  alluded,  I  <md  that,  in  the  yiwr  18S5,  thera 
entered  into  the  port  of  ScaHxtmugh  ninfteen  Hritish 
TcsMels,  amounting  tu  t!,45t  tons;  and  Aeventtwn  furvign 
Tcasds,  amounting  to  99^  tons.  I  find  aim  that  in  the 
next  year,  182« — the  year  fidvrrlwl  lo  by  ihr  inhnlnlantsof 
Scarbnrough — thu  year  in  which  ilu.*  foreign  »)ii|>{Hng  has 
node  much  alanning  progrvtti  towards  RU(ier>cding  the 
dipping  of  ihui  country^— thiTc  entered  fte%'eni<.t*n  Hritisli 
Tcaoris,  amounting  tu  ^'$49  ton?i.  and  only  tw<»  foreign, 
Amounting  to  149  tons.  So  much  lor  the  petition  from 
Scarborough  .'  and  so  much  for  tlie  pnetical  informatiuri 
which  tliciie  Pt'tilionem  have  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
question  * 

The  next  Petition  I  shall  refer  to  is  from  Greenock-^i 
much  larger  port  thon  Scju-borough.  The  petition  con- 
tains the  name  general  allegntiotis,  and  cnmplainK  more  ^mr- 
tindarly  of  the  Ions  of  the  Timber  Trade  with  the  Uritiiili 
prcn-inces  in  North  America.  It  states,  that  in  ctjnMY]uence 
(if  the  protection  affordnl  to  foreigti  shi|7ph)g,  ho  decided  a 
,|Mefeii-iice  is  given  to  ffifeigncrR  in  the  tinihi>r  tmde,  that 
Hie  Petitioners  cast  no  longfr  eomjiete  with  them,  and  that 
the  Hritish  trade  to  Canada  will  soon  lie  wholly  dertmyed. 
How  &r  this  allegation  is  c«>rrect,  as  relates  ut  this  ]>ar- 
tfeokr  branch  of  trade,  I  «ihidl  have  occasion  to  notice 
banifter :  but,  a^  tlie  Petitioners  nl^o  pmcectt  u|K>ri  the 
JMOmptinn,  that  the  increase  of  foreign  shipping  han  been 
ugly  great  in  the  last  year,  I   will  sliew  the  Houis^, 
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froin  ihe  Uetums,  to  what  degree  of  credit  this  assumption 
is  entitled.  In  the  year  1825,  there  entered  into  the  port 
of  Greenock  201  British  vessels,  amounting  to  51,249  tons; 
and  twenty-one  foreign  vessels,  amounting  to  6,229  tons. 
In  the  year  182C,  the  number  of  British  vessels  was  197, 
and  their  tonnage  54",037  tons ;  while  the  number  of 
foreign  vessels  was  only  eight,  and  their  tonnage  2,380 
tons;  being  an  absolute  increase  in  the  British  tonnage, 
accompanied  by  a  very  great  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of 
foreign  vessels,  in  the  very  port  from  which  the  petition 
proceeded  1 

Were  I  to  goon  toother  jKirts  from  which  Petitions  have 
been  presented,  I  should,  in  most  instances,  have  to  exhibit 
Hiinilar  cumpurisons  from  similar  returns.  But  this  course 
is  unnecessary,  and  woidd  occupy  too  mucli  of  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  House. 

There  is,  Iwiwever,  one  more  Petition  to  wliich  I  will 
briefly  refer,  because  it  attempts,  by  exciting  the  prejudices 
of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  to  bring  their  feel- 
ings to  beair  u|x>n  the  present  question.  This  Petition 
comes  from  the  Artificers  and  Labourers  connected  with  the 
port  of  London,  and  employed,  in  various  departments, 
about  the  Shipping.  They  state  that,  in  the  year  1825, 
they  were  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  had  plenty  of 
employment;  but  that,  in  the  year  1826,  owing  to  the 
great  influx  of  Foreign  Shipping,  they  arc,  at  this  moment, 
de.'ttitutc  of  employment,  and  in  a  state  of  the  deepest  dis- 
tresA.  Now,  how  stands  the  fact  ?  I  find,  by  the  Returns 
to  which  I  have  just  referred,  that  in  the  year  1825,  the 
foreign  vessels  entering  inwards  in  the  port  of  London, 
amounted  to  302,122  tons  ;  and  that  in  the  last  year — the 
year  1826 — they  amounted  only  to  215,254  tons.  If,  then, 
the  distress  of  these  Petitioners  be  occasioned  by  the  amount 
of  Foreign  Shipping,  the  aggregate  of  that  distress  ought, 
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AS  4  Btttter  of  cuufMf,  to  bave  been  less,  by  tiearij  onc4hinl^ 
during  thi.'  Uftt  vi-at,  tluui  ilurinf^  tlw  year  1485.  !■  it  not 
evidcnU  tlicreforcf  that  the  cffV'cttt  oonipUinnl  d(  tniist  have 
arix-o  out  of  smiic  oUkt  cause  ?  Vet,  ^ir,  ihtme  IVtithmrnt 
arc  actually  *'  ovi-rwhrlnuti  with  ilismay" — 1  uee  their  own 
Wuni» — at  tih-  increase  nf  fureij^n  i«iiip|)ing  in  ISSC;  and  to 
that  drrnuufttaoce  they  attribute  aU  their  present  diffi- 
culties I 

1  ant  afraid  1  ain  detaining  the  Hnuse  t^mlonj;;  but  as 
it  iff  with  atsertionfiof  ]>reteiul^<«l  fucU  that    I  aiu  dealing, 
it  is  neccswary  for  me  to  exhibit  factx,  in  order  to  kIiow  how 
entirely  grouudleMare  tlie  eliurfres  which  liavL-  been  bniu^ht 
af(ain»t  mc«  and  agaioiit  the  ^ybteiu  nJiich  it  in  nty  duty  to 
defend.     It  ia  tlie  mure  Dei*u«ary,  as  it  lias  lx>cn  imputed 
to  me,  thut  I  was  guilty  of  exaggeralion  in  the  statcmmt 
which  I  made  last  year,  and  that  I  attemptetl   to  »upport 
such  stateinfnt,  and  to  deceivt;  Oie  public,  by   Hctums 
puqxMcIy  prepared  to  liiad  to  false  cuneluAJnnft.      I    havi» 
been  accused  of  the  '*  pitiful  trick"  of  juinblinj^f  lr»p'tluT 
the  Forui^,  the  Iriith,  untl  tlie  C'uastin^  trade,  fur  the  pur- 
po6e  of  concealing  thut  there  hatl  been  a  ^reat  decrease  in 
the  British  Shipping,  employed  in  the  Fitreign  trade  of  U»c 
country.     I  knew  the  falM*iio<xl  of  this  dutf^e,  and  so,  I 
have  no  doubt,  did  thi>$e  by  whtim  it  was  made;  but  uncc 
it  had  been  made  publicly,  it  became  my  duty,  l)efore  the 
House  wa^  called  upon  to  discuss  the  subject  in  the  present 
n,  to  call  for   Returns  prepared  in  nuch  a  form  as 
ttuld  rmiovc  oil  BU»piciun,  tliul  I  luul  attempted  ko  mise- 
rable and  unworthy  a  dcluititxi.    I  called,  therefore,  for  the 
Uetum,  which  I   now  hoUl  in  my  hand,  Mtiewiog  the  com- 
parative   iucreu.se  of    Hritish   Shipping,  in  what,  in    the 
CuMoiD  UouM.'  boukfl,  as  kept  up  to  the  year  1H£},  was 
considered  I  he  Fureiffii  trade  of  the  country.     Up  to  that 
jfcaf}  the  trade  with  Irvlond  was  included  under  that  hca<). 
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Ami  why  ?  Because,  by  a  long  mistaken  policy — a  poUcy 
which,  Imppily  for  both  countries,  is  nuw  abandoned — up 
to  that  year,  we  treated  the  trade  with  Ireland  bs  aforci^ 
trade,  subject  to  all  the  impediments  and  regulations  im- 
]X)sed  on  the  intercourse  with  foreign  countries.  There- 
fore, it  l>ecomes  necessary,  for  any  purpose  of  fair  com- 
(uirison  with  years  antecedent  to  ISSS,  to  include  the  Irish 
trade  under  the  head  of  Foreign.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
comparison  so  made,  for  each  year,  from  1814  to  18S6 
botli  includve,  i;hewing  the  total  tonnage  of  British  and 
foreign  shipn,  which  have  entered  inwards  and  cleared  out- 
wards froni  and  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  And  what  is 
the  result? — that,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  year 
1825 — (and  although  the  trade  of  the  year  1826  was  neces- 
sarily depresse<l,  in  consequence  of  the  excessive  and  wild 
s|K«culations  of  the  preceding  year) — there  appears  to  have 
been  a  greater  amount  of  British  Shijjping  employed  in  the 
last,  than  in  any  former  year  since  1814. 

Here,  then,  is  my  first  proof  in  refutation  of  the  allega- 
tions of  tlie  Petitions.  Let  honourable  gentlemen  cast  their 
eyes  down  the  column  of  this  Return,  from  1814  to  1826,* 
and  they  will  see,  that  tliere  is  no  year, — 18S5  always  ex- 
cepted— wtiich  stands  so  high,  since  the  restoration  of 
peftce.  The  amount  of  tonnage  of  British  veswlu  entered 
inwards,  in  the  year  18S6,  was  2,478,047  tons.  In  the 
year  1814,  it  was  1,840,670  tons ;  shearing  an  increase  of 
more  than  600,000  tons. 

But,  inasmuch  as  our  intercourse  with  Ireland  is  now 
separated  from  the  foreign  trade,  and  considered,  as  it 
ought  to  be  considered,  a  part  of  the  Coasting  trade,  a 
return  has  been  prepared  fnim  1814  to  182C,  Iwth  inclu- 
sive,  in  which  the  trade  of  this  country  with  Ireland  is 
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nrrilttr*  tar  the  whisle  of  Umt  [K'riod.*  And  Imiv  I  find  thi* 
ncipariioo  ut  loottt  as  fuvounihlf  aa  in  the  i'lni  HL-tum. 
The  tonno^  of  Hritish  rc^wU  entering  inwardu  from  forpif^ 
ports,  in  1SS<],  cimtiidcriilily  rxccTxtnl  thv  U^nnagv  in  any 
one  ycaur  idoce  1814,  villi  tlie  «xoirptinn  of  1HS5;  whiliit 
there  arc  not  fewer  iIiao  four  year*  of  ihc  t)iirt«vn  (ihrrr 
of  them  before  any  Treaty  uf  Hiviprocity  witit  the  Nurthi'm 
Pnvcrs),  in  which  the  furirign   tonnage  cxcec<l(xl  that  of 

'  L«a8t  year,  in  addresdng  the  Hounr  on  this  Hubjcrtv  1 
adDiittrd  that,  lookini;  to  tlic  exccusivc  oror-tnithng  of 
I82G,  a  |roportionatc  decreofie  in  the  entpltiyniftit  of  Dritiiih 
rewvU  was  naturally  to  be  exj>ectcil  in  \HliO.  Aa  tlie  lirnt 
of  thvae  yinrs — lH2o — fmni  exceMivc  exciteaicnt^  could 
not,  tftken  by  itoclf,  be  conndered  ok  afTnrdinfr  a  fair  esti- 
made  fur  the  future,  !o,  in  Like  manner*  I  r^tatL-il  nty  appre- 
haoson,  that  the  lattn-  year — AHiHi — fnim  the  natural  ton- 
acqucficr  of  preceilinf;  exritenicnt,  would  exiiibit  an  unuHual 
depnanon  in  our  Na\i^tion.  This  a^ipreheiiftion,  un  the 
House  now  perceives  hott  fortunately  not  been  radiacd. 
What^  then,  U'comefl  of  the  lamentatiau  Ofver  the  mm  ot 
our  foreiy^  trade  ?— of  the  1x>ld  aawrtkm,  that  it  has  been 
Inu^lened  to  tlie  i^hippin^  of  <»ther  eoinitries? 

The  decrease  of  tiriliili  Shippiof^  in  1826,  aa  com)nred 
with  the  precedinja:  year,  was  251,810  tont:  the  amount  of 
tonna^  in  18S5  being  )e,0S7,469  ton*,  and  in  1806, 
l,79f»,2.'>0  tons.  The  Foreign  Shipping,  in  the  minie  |M>Hod, 
had  fallen  off  Si8,(>79  ton»  :  the  nnioutit  of  their  lonn.-ige, 
in  ItttS,  l»eing  89S,G01  ttmsy  and  in  182C  only  (>kj,<)$(*e  ti^nn. 
Taking  the  ship*  eiiteretl  inwards  and  clear^'d  outwanU, 
the  poaHtfe  decrea?(c  in  the  Hritiflh  wa>  \cn%  than  tliat  in 
the  femgo  Khipping  by  13fi,033  UniM.  If  «i*  c-om[iarr  the 
rriaiivt  decn:a«e  in   the  foreign  tonnage,  it  amounted  to 
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about  two-sevenths ;  while  the  decrease  in  the  Britinh  ton- 
nage was  only  one-ninth. 

This  result  of  tliec4>inparative  cniployment  of  British  and 
Foreign  Shipping  in  the  two  years  1825  anil  1826 — the  first 
a  year  of  great  excitement,  and  tlie  second  of  great  depres- 
sion, in  the  foreign  commerce  of  tliis  country — is  the  best  an- 
swer to  tlie  theory  so  dogmatically  laid  down  by  the  practical 
men  and  their  advocates — tliat  Iicnceforward  it  was  only  at 
intervals,  "  short  and  far  lx»tween,*"  during  some  temporary 
p^ttsh  of  trade,  for  which  Foreign  tonnage  might  not  be  im- 
mc<Iiatcly  adetjuate,  that  British  shipping  would  be  able  to 
procure  freights  in  the  foreign  trade  of  this  country.  This 
was  the  explanation  of  wlmt  they  could  not  deny — the 
great  demand,  and  the  extravagantly  high  freights  paid  for 
British  ships  in  1825.  It  was  die  answer  of  these  thcuritits 
to  the  facts  atuted  by  me  in  May  IftSG  ;  but  what  will  tbcy 
say  to  the  facts  of  May  1827?  I  am  afraid  there  was  no 
JIush  of  foreign  trade  in  1896",  which  they  can  call  in  aid  to 
bolstej*  up  their  theory  of  last  year. 

This,  Sir,  is  my  first  answer  to  the  Petitioners,  as  to  the 
increase  of  Foreign  over  British  Sliipping  in  1896. 

It  has  been  objected  to  these  comparisons  that,  instead  of 
selecting  particular  years,  I  ought  t<»  have  taken  averages, 
formed  upon  a  certain  number  of  years  j>rior,  and  subsew 
fjuent  to,  the  late  changes  in  our  Navigation  l^w&  Those 
whi>  have  made  this  objection  do  not  scruple  In  affirm,  that 
these  averages  would  prove  their  charges  against  me.  My 
adversaries  might  have  made  this  comt>arison  for  then)- 
selves ;  but,  as  they  prefer  dealing  in  vague  assertions  I 
Iiave  done  it  for  them.  They  will  see  that  I  am  a  tbscipW 
ready  to  adopt  their  suggestions,  ajid  that,  by  so  doing, 
I  am  only  furnished  with  a  further  proof  against  them- 
selves. I  have,  therefore,  taken  tlie  average ;  first,  for  a 
|>eriod  of  five  years,  subsequent  to  18H;  secomlly,  for  a 


18St7.]  cousnLUCtAh  snirHNc  intf.rest.  07 

period  of  tea  yean  from  the  same  date;  thirdly,  for  the 
last  three  years,  during  which  the  changes  compUincd  of 
have  been  in  operation.     The  result  is  as  follows : 

BRiTitib         FomiiuK. 
Tom.  Tow. 

Tlie  amount  of  tonnage  of  British  and  Fo-  ^ 

reign  shipping  which  entered  inwards  in 

Che  porta  of  the  United  Kinjfdom,  trpoo  ^    1,517,918     590,156 

an  aiTerage  of  Ave  year*,  from  1814  to  i 

1818)  both  inclasive,  waa 

The  arerage  aoumnt  for  ten  yeara,  from  i 

18HU.1823,boU.inclu«v,,w«. J     ^''^'!^*^     539,002 

1824  to  1826,  both  incliwive,  wmn.„ J 

The  amount  of  British  and  Foreign  ships -^ 

entered  inwards  in  the  ports  of  the  United  >     l,95O,G30      694,116 

Kingdom,  for  the  year  1826,  was J 

Tha  increase  of  British  shipping,  therefore,  in  1826,  as  i 

c<MBpared  with  the  first  average  of  five  yean,  is  J        ' 

Ditto  of  Foreign   103,960 


Excess  of  British  increase  above  Foreign 328,752 

lacreaae  of  British  on  the  average  of  ten  years »     342,690 

Ditto  of  Foreign 155,054 


Excess  of  British  increase  above  Foreign  ,„ ,,.,     187,636 


Deiwaae  of  British  on  the  average  of  three  }-ear8 13,048 

X>ecnaae  of  Foreign  on  ditto    „     1 10,250 


Exceas  of  decrease  of  Foreign  above  British »       97,202 


I  have  only  to  thank  my  opponents,  for  having  forced 
me  to  this  mode  of  comparing  the  past  growth  with  the 
|xeaent  decay  of  our  foreign  carrying  trade,  and  I  now 
leave  it  in  their  hands,  that  they,  in  their  turn,  may  re- 
concile it,  as  they  can,  with  their  assertion  that,  since 
the  peace,  the  increase  of  foreign,  when  compared    with 

VOL.    III.  H 


98 


STATE    OF    THK    BRlTfHH 


[May 


British  twinflgc,  has  been  in  the  proportion  of  four  to 
one.  I  may  he  told,  however,  and,  if  I  stop  here  I  have 
no  donht  I  shall  ho  told,  "  All  this  is  very  true ;  but, 
if  fniin  tills  loinparison  were  excluded  the  British  tonnajL^* 
which  is  enpiged  in  carrying  on  Uie  trade  between  this 
country  and  our  own  colonies,  the  result  would  be  found 
widely  diffort-nt.  As  foreign  competition  is  not  allowed 
in  this  trade,  the  vessels  eniplnyed  in  it  ought,  in  fairness, 
to  l»e  excluded  from  the  coni|>ari8on."  My  answer  is 
shortly  this : 

I  am  perfectly  wilUng  to  abide  the  issue  of  the  present 
question,  tried  by  a  reference  to  tliis  test,  new  and  unfair 
as  I  hold  it  to  lie  in  an  inquiry  of  this  nature.  That 
it  may  Iw?  strictly  applied,  I  have  called  for  the  following 
Weturns: — ■ 

First — An  Account  fthowinc:  the  tnlal  tfinnajjo  of  Britijih  nm^ 
Foreign  Rhips,  whirh  Imvi'  enlerr-d  iriwftrdu  and  clpftrrtl  uiitwnniB 
froDi  and  to  liU  fbrcl^  countries  in  each  year,  from  1814  to  }isS6^ 
loth  incluNivo,  «xc!mlicig  tlie  BritUh  Culouiei*  itiid  PosacwioiiA  in  mil 
part-i  nf  the  worlii  out  of  Kuropc. 

Soroncllv.— A  R4.-tum  of  iIir  nmnhrr  of  British  Mid  Forrign  HbijiA, 
»nd  of  the  loUJ  uuount  of  thu  rc»)>cctivc  Uuuui^c,  which  cutvrcd  the 
porU  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  parti  of  the  world  out  of 
Kuropc  {ext^liLsive  of  the  Mcdilerninean,  and  exclusive  of  the  British 
ships  frcitn  hi^  Migenty**  eoloniea  and  plantations  in  America),  be- 
tween the  yeant  181,-1  uid  1826,  lw>th  inclusho. 

Thtrdlv.~A  Kcturn  of  the  total  nuniher  of  londv  of  tinil>er  im- 
ported iiitr)  flic  United  Kinfjdoni  in  each  year,  from  the  year  1"**^, 
from  the  Bri(i»'h  Pronnrcs  in  North  America  and  from  the  Baltic 
rc»|>ectively ;  dif>tinpii.shin^  the  (]uaulity  imported  in  Britifih  from 
that  imported  in  Foreign  vliips  :— aUo,  n  Return  of  the  total  nuiuber 
of  li>8dK  uf  liiiiher  iniporlei]  into  Great  Britain  in  each  war,  from  the 
year  ]1M,  from  the  Hriiitth  Provinces  in  North  America,  and  from 
the  Baltic  re!<pectivcly  ;  difttin^iAhtn^  the  «|nant)ty  imported  in  Bri> 
ti«h  from  that  imported  in  Forcipn  whipK :— also,  a  Retom  of  tfao 
total  nUHitier  of  loada  of  timber  imported  into  Ireland  in  each  year, 
from  I7B4  to  lU2l>»  incliuire,  from  the  British  Pravincea  in  North 
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AsMfJcs  ■nd  from  tbe  Bailie  re«pcctively.  dUliuftitlrfay  Utc  «{u«nUljr 
impnrtrd  in  Hriiikli  frum  ihiit  inij^niod  in  K<irTt|pi  •bi|n: — miU  bUo, 
■bActouhI  of  Uutivi  levied  u{M>n  liinbci-,  deal's  uul  otlwr  vtirlr*  nf 
wood,  imported  frritn  N«ilh  Aiocrica  in  vwh  iif  ihr  l»»t  ihrcp  ican; 
md  uf  what  wmild  hat-it  iwen  piiid  iiptph  thr  ii«ri)C  artirlr«  bod  iKry 
Wen  imported  from  tb**  Baltic. 

Focutklf. — A  Rrtuni  for  the  Uoitpd  Kinffdaan,af  lb*  total  number 
of  Britali  »iiipi,  tufrclber  vith  the  toUl  atrHHuit  of  thetr  lnan«f «% 
which  entvrvd  inwanb  md  cUvcd  initwanU  frnm  hhI  to  Um  Mi^^ty** 
coUiiiiei  mud  plaatatiou  ia  the  Wwl  Indict,  and  on  iho  (umtiiMint 
of  Anerit'a  MoaUt  of  the  .15ih  d(*^ctt  of  latitude,  from  the  year  ll^U 
to  ibe  Tr«r  1H26,  hnth  inrlnnti-e,  diitin(^i«hing  rarh  TPar. 

Fifthlv. — A  likr  Rcium  fmm  hi*  Majr^lv'*  rolnnlpt  and  plonta* 
tixmr  in  America,  nurlb  of  the  35th  drfprec  of  lalitade. 

Sixthlj' — A  tike  KL-torn  from  the  pt>«««p«iun*  of  bi«  Majnly.  or 
at  the  KaNl-Indis  Company,  tii  Ihr  eaaCward  of  the  Capr  of  Good 
Hope,  includinyr  New  Ruiith  Walcn  and  Vaa  [>ir«)a&*«  Land. 

Reeenthly. —  A  like  Return  from  any  poMeMioiu,  «i'ttlenient<<,  or 
t«rrttoriefl,  on  the  WeatCoul  of  Africa,  rnrlodinp  the  Cape  of  OcmmI 
Hope. 

Eigbthty. — A  Return  of  the  number  of  rcaeeb,  with  (he  anuant  of 
tfaeir  lunnai^c,  which  cleared  onl  from  the  portu  ot  Oreai  Britain,  fur 
Ihe  l>ecp  K«a  Fishery,  to  any  pari  l^(  the  world,  hrt»r»»n  the  yrara 
18H  and  l%f>,  hoth  incluaive,  dixlinguUhiAp  earh  ]-«ar. 

IflMhly. — An  Areoont  of  thp  iimnft|;e  of  vmi«eU  employed  in  the 
OaMfeig  Trade,  whtrh  hnrc  enterrd  at,  nr  elrarcd  not  fmni,  Ihe 
^rta  of  nreat  Britjun,  from  the  y«ar  IHS3  Ui  the  year  lH2t;,  hoth 

Fnmi  thU  lut  llotum,  to  which  I  ihall  prcHontly  have 
oecuuin  to  rvftfr^  honourable  gtiitlomiM)  will  mx*  whether  I 
CM  jitiUy  be  charged  with  having  **  jumblod  "  thi*  Kon'i;^ 
with  the  CoftfltinjT  trade,  for  the  utiworthy  purpo«*  nttri- 
huted  In  roe.  I  shall  first  nilvert  tn  the  other  docuninUs, 
which  (tnbraoe  what,  in  the  strictr^t  sense,  may  Ik*  tenaed 
the  Forrign  trade  of  the  cotmtry. 

By  the  Hetuni   which    I    luiw    liohl  in    my    hond^*  and 
»hi«ii,  I  ain  6urc,  will  ofTori)  my  pdtjint  colleague  the 
•  Part.  PofMn,  1857,  T.  xHii.  it.  S7i>. 
h8 
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greatest  sntisfaction,  I  find  the  total  tonnage  of  British 
vessels  wliicli  have  entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards 
fruin  and  to  all  foreign  countries,  in  the  year  18£26,  exclud- 
ing the  Hritish  colonics  and  poasessions  in  all  purt:i  of  the 
world  out  of  Euro|ie,  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year 
since  181 -t— always  with  tlic  exception  of  the  extravagant 
year  18^,  'I'here  is  not  a  single  year  besides,  which  ift 
not  Ijelow  1826.  This  is  one  evidence,  tnily,  of  the  total 
ruin  that  has  befallen  our  foreign  trade  !  In  tlie  year 
1814,  the  amount  of  British  tonnage  wus  696,691  tons. 
On  the  average  of  the  twelve  years,  including  the  year  18S5, 
it  was  865,377  tons :  and,  in  the  last  year«  it  ammuited  to 
9f}4,'H)l  tons 

In  the  tonnage  of  Foreign  ships  entering  our  ports 
during  the  same  periud,  there  has  also  been  an  increase. 
But  there  arc  no  less  than  three  years,  antecedent  to  the 
lleeiprocity  System,  during  which  the  tonnage  of  I'^orcign 
vessels  exceeded  the  tonnage  of  last  year. 

But  is  there  in  Uiis  increase  of  Foreign  Shipping  any 
just  ground  for  regret  or  alarm  ?  If,  in  a  lime  of  peace,  we 
are  increahing  our  trade  in  a  uuicJi  grtuter  projjortion  than 
our  rivals,  ore  we,  forsooth,  to  allow  ourselves  to  be  carried 
away  by  a  miserable  feeling  of  jealousy,  and  to  resort  to 
prohibitory  or  liostile  measures,  merely  because  sr>n)e  aug- 
mentation may  have  takt^n  place,  simultaneously,  in  the 
trade  of  the  neighbouring  countries  of  Euro}ic  ?  I  have 
looked  into  this  subject  with  great  attention,  and  have 
carefully  sifted  it  to  the  bottom.  I  have  been  induced  to 
do  so,  becauae  I  felt,  that  not  only  my  own  reputation,  as 
a  pLd}lic  man,  was  at  stake,  but — what  is  of  far  more  con- 
sequence than  the  reputation  of  any  man — that  the  welfare 
and  safety  of  the  country  were  involved  in  the  uiaiuleiuuice 
of  our  commercial  marine. 

Of  what  description  of  vessels  docs  the  House  siip|M>9e 
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a  gtcftt  |impnrtion  of  thi*  inrrciwc  in  thraniotmt  of  Konriji^ 
toonagtf  to  rcmstst  r  Onivfcmrth  of  tliciu  >»  undrr  (iftv  Umm 
burden;  and  the  whok*,  ujxni  an  averngt*,  falls  shurt  uf 
aae  liuodretl  toDs  each.  They  are  cliietiy  eiupluyed  in  i-ar- 
rrin*j  on  thi*  daily  intercourne  fmm  the  opjiofiitc  coAKt  of 
France,  tlie  Nethcrliuidft,  and  other  udjocrnt  purts,  with 
this  country.  Ttiis  mighty  rummereial  inarine  may  be 
aeen  at  Dover,  HamagaCe,  Strntimmptim,  Rochester,  and 
tlw  Otbtf  w^pnrtS  fnym  riymouth  to  Hull,  hrinpng,  b<v 
Mm  pBMeogers  (fur  all  the  passage  and  steam-vcascU  are 
included  in  this  Return),  eggfy  butter,  vegetables,  poultry, 
feh,  fruit,  and  other  trifling  articles  which  Hnd  ft  n«rkct 
in  our  ae&<pf>rts,  and  tnatiy  of  which  uH'  HCiit  frtnn  thencr 
to  tlie  nmketiiof  tlie  metru^MjIuH.  Such  is  the  eliaruclrr  uf 
about  ooe-fourth  uf  the  tonnage  which  helps  to  swell  the 
Duroerical  return  of  Foreign  Ships  which  tlirenteii  to  over- 
whelm llie  cummercial  murine  of  this  countr\' !  Many  of 
them  come  with  one  tide,  and  return  with  tlic  next.  I»  this 
tbe  nur»ery  fur  foreign  seamen,  which  ia  to  di^ilodge  us 
from  our  rank  amcnig  the  maritime  powers  of  the  wtirld  ? 
Arv  the  men  trained  up  in  this  schixil  to  be,  for  a  moment, 
pit  in  oomparifion  with  those  who  navigate  our  ships  to  the 
remotest  extremity  of  tlie  globe  ?  As  well  might  you  com. 
pare  the  establishment  of  a  stage^'oach  plying  between 
Paddington  and  the  Hank,  with  thut  of  the  nioii  1>etween 
EdinlHtrgh  and  London.  But  if  this  (letty  traffic  is  of 
Uule  value  to  the  marine  of  the  countries  fmni  which  it  is 
carried  on,  and  if  it  uught  to  be  quite  uh  little  on  ubject  uf 
jcdouij  to  this  country,  let  it  not  be  supposed,  that  it  ii 
not  a  source  of  conhidcrable  comfort  and  accommodation  to 
a  great  part  of  our  |x»piilaiiun.  Gentleman  I  am  con- 
vinced have  no  n<»tiun  to  wlmt  an  extent  this  daily  inter- 
change with  our  neighlMurs  is  carried,  i  will  only  specify 
uoe  article.     The  House  will  be  astonished  to  bear  that. 
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during  llie  last  year,  the  niitiiber  of  Foreign  Eggs  imported 
into  Great  liritnin  was  64',503,790 ;  the  duty  u|M)n  which 
amounted  to  21>,416/.  3s.  3d. 

There  is,  Sir,  one  other  article  on  which  I  wish  to  ns- 
mark,  as  accounting  for  the  employment  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  small  foreign  shipping.  During  my  unavoid- 
iible  absence  from  this  House,  my  right  honourable  friend, 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,*  adverted,  in 
one  of  the  discussions  on  the  Com  Bill,  to  the  quantity  of 
foreign  Bones  im|M>Ttcd  into  this  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  manure.  The  value  of  this  article  yearly  imported, 
from  the  coast  between  the  Scheldt  and  the  Eider,  exceeds 
1(X),000/.  It  is  collected  from  all  the  ports  and  creeks  of 
that  line  of  coast.  Will  the  ShiivOwners  pretend,  that 
they  feel  any  alanu  at  this  trade,  in  which  nearly  40,000 
tons  of  shipping  are  employed  ?  Woultl  they  have  a  British 
merchant  ship  sent  to  Hamburgh  to  lay  alongside  the 
wharf,  waiting  to  collect  a  bushel  of  bones  here,  and  8 
bushel  there,  until  she  was  able  to  complete  a  cargo  of 
manure  ?  This  manure  must  be  a  valuable  article  to  oiu* 
agriculturists,  otherwise  they  would  not  lay  out  their  money 
upon  old  bones.  It  constitutes  a  new  branch  of  trade, 
which  can  only  exist  by  low  freights,  and  by  bcingmanage*! 
with  the  strictest  economy.  With  a  system  of  discriminat- 
ing and  retaliatory  duties,  this  traffic,  like  many  others, 
wouhl  not  be  transferred  to  British  Sh!j)ping,  but  would  be 
aunihilatcfl  altogether.  Why  have  I  referred  to  it  parti- 
cularly on  this  occasion  ?  It  is  to  shew,  that  if  new  brandies 
of  trade  are  springing  up,  in  conseijuence  of  the  removal  of. 
their  discriminating  duties,  such  trade,  even  if  carriw!  on 
principally  in  foreign  bottoms,  must  nevertheless  be  inci- 
dentally pnxluctive  of  advantage  to  the  gt-neral  interests, 
Ufi  well  as  to  the  shipping,  of  the  coiuitry.     By  an  odTance 

*  Tilt'  Hi|;)it  Honourable  Chorlcft  Grktil. 
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uf  lietweeD  one  umI  two  himUnt)  thoiMind  fimincii  npcndcd 
iXL  tliia  luauuTtf,  U  it  tuo  luiurh  (u  pn^uuit*,  that  live  liua> 
dred  tboueaod  additional  quarters  of  com  are  produced? 
This  com  miDit  be  Kfit  tu  iiiurkf t ;  and  I  bavc  du  doulu 
Uiat  a  gruU  part  n(  it  titld^  it^  uay,  bv  m-a,  to  JLoiulmit  and 
<i<iicr  grvat  ujkiih;  ami  tliuA  our  i-4ia»titi>c  trade,  t bo  ituial 
besidictaJ,  ait  melt  u»  the  umwI  cxtcnaivc  nuraery  iur  ■eonicu 
U  iocraaacd. 

I  DOW  procnx!  to  that  part  of  thf  suhji-ct  which  relatai 

tu  th«  triuitr  with  uU   \mrtA  uf  the  wurld,  tirictiy  Foreign, 

cMit  of  Europe.     In  the  year  1ttl4,  the  amount  of  Brilinh 

tonoa^'  uni{)luycd  in  this  tnidc  wii.h  405,809  tuns.     In  \\vc 

year  lb2G,  it*;  anionut  wax  503,tM^4  lon^;  vxcrt-dinK  tlie 

toooage  uS  viy  onv  year,  juntx*  1x14,  i-xcvpt  1818 :  whiUt, 

with  the  ciD>(le  exception  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

thcffc  haft  be«ti  no  incn*»«e  at  all,  in  the  auiuuul  of  tannage 

of  Foragu  vcsacU  irtidiug  betuivn  this  country  and  porta 

out  of  Kurope.     And  L'ven  alluwing  for  the  iocivaiK:  of 

American  tihi]>|Hng,  there  are  aeveo  years  out  of  the  thxrtcm, 

tteva  1814    tu   18!^,    in    which    the   junount  of   Foreign 

ShippiDg  entervil  t[ie  ports nf  ihivaiunlry,  fntm  pInccM  uut 

of  Kurope,  wa^  greater  tlian  in  Ow  year  18^." 

*,  I  pi>w  cuQke  to  tliat  portiuu  ut  our  Fon-ign  tradi-  which 

i»  more  iutme<liatfly  under  our  own  control :  I  mean  the 

trade  to  tliir  (ulunii^.     And  here  u  heavy  charge  hu«  Ixva 

made  against  me»  by  my  galhuit  colleague,— that  I  have 

l^pvtuitoii'ily,  unwisely,  and  unoeci'iuanly    o|K*ned    to  thi: 

^ompi-titiuii  of  the  Shipping  uf  other  i^ountricM  thi«  tradct 

wliieh  hful  pnrviHusly  lieeii  exclunively  our  own.     I  udrait 

Uiat  tlw  trade  of  tliu  eijlmiii-jt  litis  tieiii  thrown  open  ;  but  I 

gl^vr  th(  atuihfat-tiou  uf  staling  to  llu*  Ihumc,  llml  wc  have 

^|0C  thtaneb)',  in  the  (^liglitciU  degruv,  injured  our  own  tnule, 

ordvcicAMed  the  atuount  of  Itritiifb  Shi|iping  to  which  it 

aflbrdft  eniploynu'nt 

*  Pari.  Pspcn*  tbl7.  v.xtui  a.  3:^. 
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I  will  first  take  the  trade  vitli  the  ^\'c^t-Intlics.*  lal. 
the  laat  year,  llie  amount  of  British  Shijjping  engaged  iO' 
that  trade  was  greater  than  it  had  been  in  any  year  8ul>- 
sequent  to  the  peace,  excepting  1814  and  1815;  during 
which  years  we  still  retained  several  eohmiefi  which  have 
since  been  restored  to  the  powers  from  which  tliey  had 
been  taken  during  the  war.  In  this  branch  of  trade,  there- 
fore, the  Shipping  of  this  country  has  suffered  no  diminu- 
tion. 

Next  comes  the  trade  of  our  North  American  colonies. 
I  hardly  know  in  what  terms  to  describe  its  growth.  Itl 
has  increased  in  a  pmjxirtion  that  may  tndy  Iw  called^ 
gigantic.  Instead  of  tlie  tonnage  employed  in  it  amounting, 
as  it  did  in  1814,  to  88,247  tons,  in  the  year  1826  it  had 
increased  to  472,588  tons-+  This  trade,  therefore,  has 
been  more  than  quintupled  In  twelve  years,  and  exceeds  in 
the  last  any  former  year,  18iJ5  excepted,  the  tonnage  of 
which  was  489,844  tons.  .-'mhi 

In  the  trade  to  (he  British  Possessions  in  the  East- 
Indies,  as  well  as  in  that  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  there  hiB«^^ 
lieen  a  considerable  increase  since  the  restoration  of  peaoe.J^^^B 
Indeed,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  iind  a  single  branch  of  our  trade* 
foreign  or  domestic,  hi  which  there  has  not  been  more  or 
le&s  of  augmentation,  with  the  exception  of  the  Deep  Sea 
Fiftherv,  in  which  there  appears  a  trifling  diminution. |;J 
This  diminution  is,  however,  in  my  mind,  easily  and  sati&- 
factorily  to  be  accmmted  for.  It  must  be  recollected  that, 
duruig  the  war,  we  had  nearly  the  exclusive  possession  of 
this  fishery,  an<l  supplied  all  the  other  nations  of  Europe 
with  oil.  Since  the  peace,  several  of  those  nations  have 
prohibited  the  importation  of  Fish  Oil.  It  was  not,  there^ 
fore,  to  be  expected,  that  we  should  continue  to  emplopy 
our  shipping  in  that  trade  so  extensively  as  heretofore. 

•  Purl.  Papers,  1827,  v.  xviii.  n.  300.         t  Ibia.  v.  xviii.  o.  276. 
]  Ibid.  V.  xviii.  n.  27t>.  k  Ibid.  v.  xviii.  ri.  377. 
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Hcsides,  there  is  another  ctirumatance,  lUi  ctrtinrctocl  with 
this  subject,  to  be  tjdccn  into  oanndctvlioa ;  tmroelr,  tltnt 
the  tlciiuuid  for  oil  hiiM  been  cauddaiMiy  diminiUuxi,  in 
uwmucpoc  of  the  new  oitxle  id  lighting  cities  and  towns 
I  gM,  adopted  thn^ii^hmit  tliin  cnimtn'. 
Vith  regard  tu  the  M!pamtu  trade  of  Ireland,  it  in  hi/;hlv 
gnoifvinf?  to  find,  that  there  has  been  a  conudemblr  in- 
cn»«e  in  her  iutcraiiirse  with  all  (mrl9  of  the  world,  and 
particularly  with  the  Baltic,  and  tlie  llritinh  rrovinct^  in 
Nocth  America.  I  rejoice  exceedingly  at  this  Jiii|]roveimiiu 
Xbail  the  great  incroeae  in  the  eonmnnptioii  of  timber  in 
InllDd ;  not  otiiy  a»  it  regnrdx  the  general  interekts  of  our 
mttritime  ndotions  but  as  creating  a  strong  prntumptiim, 
tiMU  ftn  incraucd  proportion  of  the  population  of  that 
country  pwuM  tbe  means  of  inipnning  their  habitatiom, 
of  allbrding  ihenLselres  tliofte  comforts  and  enjoynkenta, 
'which  the  lue  <if  timber  in,  in  a  great  degree,  coiw 
ducive,* 

I  have  now,  I  think,  shown  m  detail,  the  part  which 
W**"***  Sliipf>ing  cnjovB  in  every  branch  of  our  trade,  and 
ptOTvd  that,  in  the  parti ci{)ation  with  foreign  Htateis  ciur 
aggregate  share  has  tx«n  increased,  instead  of  dhuinishcd, 
Mnce  llie  cJunge  in  our  navigation  law^. 

It  DOW  cmty  remains  for  me  tn  refiT  \cry  shortly,  but 
tnofwspeciBcally,  to  the  timber  trmle  with  the  lialtic  ;  lie- 
cause,  Dpon  the  misrepresentations  industriously  circulated 
with  regard  to  this  trade,  the  Ship-<>wner»  have  endeo- 
vmired  to  bolster  up  their  caxe.  That  part  of  their  cose, 
like  every  other,  I  am  prepared  to  meet  by  foctJi.  I  have 
yrilcd  for  a.  Return  of  the  state  of  tliis  tnule  for  ever)*  year 
flace  lT84:f'  and  if  anv  one  piece  of  cviilencc  can  be  more 
oanch«fliirc  than  another  of  tlie  rapid  gruwUi  uf  wealth,  aud 

•  Piri.  Paper.,  1827.  v-xrili.  n.327.         ♦  IMil.  v.  a»iH,  d.30(». 
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of  the  f^eral  power  of  consumption  in  this  oountrj',  it  is 
to  be  found  in  the  comparison  of  the  quantity  of  timber 
which  wc  now  im]»ort  with  the  quantity  imported  in  the 
year  1784.  In  that  year,  we  received  from  the  British 
Provinces  in  North  America  7S9  loads  of  timber,  and  from 
the  Baltic  105,227  loads.  In  the  year  1825,  the  quantity 
imported  from  the  British  Pro\'ince8  in  North  America 
was  407,(.>20  loads,  instead  of  739  loads ;  and  from  the 
BalUc  272,704  loads,  instead  of  105,227  loads.  So  tliat 
the  increase  from  British  Nortli  America  in  forty  years  has 
not  been  ten-fold,  or  Bfty-fold,  or  a  himdred-fold,  but 
almost  a  thousand-fold,  whilst,  instead  of  there  l>eing  any 
proportionate  decrea.sc  in  the  supply  from  the  Baltic,  tJiat 
also  lias  been  increasing.  Every  one  knows  lliat  the  whole 
importation  from  Canada  is  exclusively  confined  to  Brititih 
vessels ;  s«)  that,  even  if  we  did  not  receive  a  single  plank 
from  tlie  lialtic  in  Hritislj  shi]>ping,  the  C'aimda  trade  alone 
would  afford  a  substitute  for  tlie  employment  of  that  .ship-> 
ping,  to  a  greater  amount  tlian  it  ever  possessed  in  the 
Baltic  trade. 

This  new  and  extensive  opening  for  the  einployuieut  of 
our  second  class  Sliips,  would  not  leave  the  Owners  of  them 
without  resource,  even  if  tlieir  u)ost  exaggerated  prediction 
^— "  that,  in  a  few  years,  they  sludl  be  wholly  driven  out  of 
the  timber  trade  with  the  Baltic,"  should  be  realized.  1  i\it 
not  share  in  tliis  apprehension,  for  a  reason  to  which  I  now 
invite  the  attention  of  the  ilouse,  and  csiKcially  of  the 
honourable  mover  and  seconder  of  the  ])resent  mution. 

I  have  applied  to  the  timber  trade  with  the  \iitlx\c  that 
aantv  test  which,  taunted  to  it  by  my  opponents,  I  luul 
applietl  to  the  other  branches  of  our  trade,  I  have  taken 
the  respective  averages  uf  five  ywrs,  of  ten  years,  and  of 
the  last  tiircc  years,  and  I   have  com^wred  these  several 


Thfr  rnvrntgc  nambcrof  Icndt  of  timber  nn-- 
fortc6  frutn  Ihr  Hallir.   (br  ftt*  T^nra 

Tk#  Avvrifs  uiBbsr  Cor  l«a  yaw**  fnuD  ^ 

IKU  to  lt<e3,  hnth  mcluaira,  ww.^ J 

The  avcxn^c  auin)>cr  fur  three  yc  ir»,  from  i 

1824  lo  I8l>ft,  Ixnh  mclu»iva.  wm J 

T^e  quaiility  imptirtcd  hi  IftMi,  wa*. „,„,.,, 

If  this  rttiult  tiluUI  [rravc  m  nljfifactnry  to  thctM*  who 
were  the  first  to  cal!  ffir  it.  u  it  t»  to  mywlf,  who  have 
yielded  to  their  call,  Imth  tadrs  will  l>e  ihjuaIIv  gratifivd. 
In  this  case,  an  in  the  former  instance,  I  have  taken  three 
aircnges  between  1814  and  18^.  In  nil  three,  the  foreign 
tonnmgc  employed  in  thin  trade  excc<<di»  that  of  thin  cmmtry. 
Let  the  House  compare  these  avera^je*  with  the  year  18S6, 
in  which  the  proportion  of  Rritish  tnthc  Foreign  Shipping 
is  nearly  an  four  to  three,  and  tht^n  li-t  them  imy,  whrther 
thift  cofnpanmn  warmntJi  the  aA^ertiun,  that  we  have  bom 
deprived  of  our  fair  «harc  of  thl-*  trade  by  the  reciprocity 
tcynem,  or  justifies  the  fxtitiunera  in  appiNding,  as  they  do, 
to  the  experience  of  tlie  last  year,  as  fiimishinf^  the  proof 
of  thai  atwertion. 

r  had  nearly  forgotlon  one  mort  material  |«ut  of  (he 
prewenl  ((ubject :  I  mean  the  Coostinj^  Trade ;  which,  like 
the  (Colonial,  we  are  enabled  to  keti)  entirely  to  utir^tclvea. 
It  wu  hy  '*  jumbling  up"  this  with  the  foreign  trade  of 
the  country,  that  I  was  enablnl,  according  to  certain 
^iKpient  gentlemen,  to  boast  la«t  year  of  an  aggregate  of 
^witidi  Shij»]>ing,  entered  inward*,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  Si, 700,000  Ions.     I  will  itow  tell  tlicac  geutluucn  wlmt 
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has  been  the  amount  of  shipping,  entered  inwards,  in  the. 
Coasting  Trade  o/o?ie,  for  the  last  four  years.* 

In  the  year  1823  it  was  7,899,602  tons. 

Do 1824, 8,101,337 

Do 1825 8,300,756 

Do 182C  8,368,812 

Such  is  the  amount  of  our  coastinf^  trade — a  trade  su: 
ing  all  others,  for  the  formation  of  hrave  and  hartly  sea- 
men. It  is  a  trade,  too,  with  which  the  policy  of  Foreign 
States  can  in  no  wav  interfere ;  but  which  must  increase 
with  the  growth  of  the  manufactures,  the  agriculture,  the 
wealth,  and  the  population  of  the  country. 

Let  the  House  compare  the  txital  auiount  of  this  trade 
with  that  portion  of  our  intercourse  with  the  continent  of 
Europe,  wliich  is  carried  on  in  Foreign  Shipping.  The 
latter  is  about  500,000  tons — the  former  upwards  of- 
8,000,000.  Again,  let  them  compai'e  the  nature  of  these 
two  trades,  as  schools  for  the  formation  of  experience*!  and 
danger-defjHng  fean»en.  The  trade  from  Norway,  and 
from  llie  Baltic  (at  least  as  far  as  Foreign  Ships  are  con- 
cerned) is  a  fine-weaihcr  navigation,  carried  on  during  the 
summer  months.  The  greatest  part  of  the  intercourse 
with  the  EU>e  and  the  Weser  is  of  the  same  cliaracter. 
Nearly  tlie  whole  of  the  remainder  is  from  the  ports  of 
Holland,  or  those  of  France  within  the  Channel.  When 
we  talk  of  trade  as  the  nursery  of  seamen,  and  the  founda- 
tion of  naval  power,  will  any  man  place  in  the  same  scaie»yH 
any  part  of  this  navigation  with  tliat  which,  at  all  seasons^l^^ 
and  in  all  weather,  is  carried  on  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  round  the  coasts  of  both  these  islands  .''  Yet 
it  is  this  Carrying  Trade,  comparatively  insignificant  in 
amount,  and  of  no  importance  iu  any  other  resjxxt,  divided 

•  Pari.  Vnfm,  18i^,  v.  xnii.  n.327. 
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between  six  or  scron  different  Sutei  in  Kufiofe,  tonae  of 
them  uot  jiossvssing.  or  likely  ervr  to  pcwMM,  a  single  ahi|> 
of  war,  that  is  to  undeniiinc  and  dcslroy  tbo  mariiiino 
gTcatneftsof  thi$  country  !  It  is  tonvL-n  ifut  danf^,  that 
we  ore  called  ttpon  to  pvfitcvt're  in  re&trictiona,  wliich,  if 
retaliatiixl  (as  vre  know  would  be  the  caxe),  winilil  be 
ruinous  to  the  interests  of  our  nianufactum  and  our  coin- 
OMcee;— and  ut  puninh  that  rctnliatioD,  if  pcnuted  in,  by 
FMorthig  even  to  tlie  extremity  uf  war  ! 

There  is  anrther  speculative  grievance  much  dwelt  upon 
in  the  petitions  now  before  the  Uou»e :— the  act  |^ttti(«ed  in 
the  year  18!25,  by  which  the  ports  of  our  cnlonien  wen* 
ajpeaed,  on  oertsin  conditions  and  i%ithin  sprcitiod  liniiu^to 
tba  Stripping  and  Tmdeof  all  friendly  nation*.  Fur  Iui%-ing 
intrwlnccd  tliis  act,  1  have  l)een  greatly  blamed  by  the 
Shipping  IntL'rest,  and  other  (uirties  who  have  joined  in 
their  cUuiour.  Having,  at  Uie  time,  fully  explained  bi 
the  Home  the  grounds  on  which  I  submitted  this  nMeasuro 
to  Parlianient,  I  will  not  now  n'vcrt  to  them  at  any  length. 
It  is  enough  for  me  thai,  in  so  for  as  it  affoets  tiK*  HritisU 
poaraMtu  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  this  relax*. 
I  tfan  of  our  ancient  colonial  syttcm  was  recommeniled,  nut 
ooljr  on  sound  conunercial  principlea,  but  by  viewa  of  a 
nature,  by  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  by  cou- 
Qn&  of  political  cxpeiiiency.  The  clionge  has  been 
h^Uy  gratifying  to  his  Majesty's  loyol  stibjt-cts  in  these 
pflormcc*.  It  cannot  foil  to  contribute  to  the  more  rapid 
growth  of  their  jiroitperity  ;  anil  nn  prtjof  luw  Ixvn  ofTerotl, 
Doae  can  be  adduced,  tliat  it  hoA,  in  the  smallest  degreei 
injumi  any  Hritish  interest.  It  i*  impo*«ible  that  it  !ihoul(l ; 
it  ia  not  in  the  nature  of  thingis  that  whatever  tends  to 
iocxnue  the  wealth  and  population  of  these  valuable  pro> 
vinccs,  should  not,  at  tlic  same  time,  condvicc  to  the  general 
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prosperity  of  the  Mother  Countr)',  *o  long  as  they  con- 
tinue a  jMirt  of  the  llritiKh  empire. 

It  is  by  libcml  treatment,  and  by  admitting  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  extensive  territory,  as  much  as  ]x>8siblc,  into 
a  jmnieiputi<m  of  all  the  benefits  of  our  own  navigation 
and  oonimerce,  and  not  by  treating  them  as  ve  might  a 
amall  sugar  island,  interdicted  from  all  intercourse  witii 
other  countries,  that  we  may  expect  to  ensure  their  attach- 
ment, and  to  maintain  them  in  a  state  of  colonial  com>ec- 
tion,  alike  beneiicial  both  to  us  and  to  themselves. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  "  whatever  good  reasons  there 
may  be  for  these  measures  of  indulgence  to  British  North 
America,  why  extend  them  to  oxir  sugar  colonies  in  the 
West-Indies?  Surely  to  them  you  may  prescribe  any 
conditions,  however  exclusive,  which  the  interests  of  the 
Parent  State  may  require.  They  cannot  help  tliemselvcs, 
however  rigid  the  rules  of  monopoly  or  dependence  imder 
which  you  may  place  them ;  and  to  open  their  ports,  then^ 
fore,  to  the  ships  of  other  European  nations,  vos,  on  your 
partt  a  wanton  and  gratuitous  injury  done  to  tlic  Shipping 
Interest  of  this  country.'"  Admittuig  tliat  we  possess  the 
power  which  tliis  argument  assumes,  and  without  stopping 
to  inquire  how  far,  l>ccaiise  one  party  is  weak,  and  another 
strong,  it  is  just  to  exercise  such  a  power,  if  to  the  injury 
of  the  former,  I  maintain  that,  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  British  proj»crty  in  the  West-Indies,  for  the 
lake  of  the  conmiercial  interests  of  tliis  coimtry,  and  in 
strict  furtherance  of  the  true  principles  of  our  Na\-igatioa 
Laws,  OS  those  principles  were  understood  and  acted  upoo 
by  our  ancestors,  the  Govenmient  of  this  country  was 
called  u))on,  imder  the  present  circumstances  of  (lie  world, 
to  allow  the  nations  of  the  north  of  Kurope,  subject  to  the 
conditions  laid  down  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  to  trade 
directly  with  our  sugar  colonies. 
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-  It  ii  vcli  known  that,  ever  since  the  Msporacion  of  tht 
United  Statct  of  Amorica,  the  W»t-lndies  have  drawn 
horn  that  cuuatry  tiieir  priuripal  auppliu  of  Lumber. 
Flour,  BuKint,  nnd  rnhrr  articlcH  (if  which  they  fluM  in 
ae«d.  At  firvt,  thin  rntrrcotirtir  was  carried  ou  uihIit 
utntoa  in  council,  and  was  c<mfitiL*<l  tn  liritiffh  shtppinf^. 
hat  the  Goremment  uf  the  United  State*,  by  dc^^roeA, 
SBipOKd  M\nn\  the  Britijih  ithi]nt  eiifiptgud  in  thin  trade  nich 
IMtrictiuna,  that,  of  late  yean,  the>'  hsvr  been  nearly 
exdudol  from  it,  and  by  far  the  |?reate«t  ptopartum  ci  it 
ban  been  tranaierred  to  Anerican  vea^lft.  Yei,  so  neoek 
wry  are  nipplii^  of  ibis  dcecrtpticm  tn  our  Weat-Iodia 
,  that,  in  the  year  \9StSL,  an  Act  of  I'aHiament  was 
m^  Wgali/.inf;  ttie  intcrcourw  in  American  ihipi; 
"VUeb,  till  theiu  had  btvn  carried  un  hv  connivance,  or 
under  the  KuflVrance  of  tempontrv  tirdent  in  cininril. 

The  pnoci|^  bein^  thus  csL&bliHlied,  tliat  our  WeM-India 
eoldiiiaA  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  draw  tiicir  if  Mij  ftu|i- 
ptlca  from  fureigrt  statn  and  in  farei^rn  Hhippin^,  the  qnea- 
taosa  naturally  aro<ie: — Why  are  the  Unites!  State*  excliitvely 
lafoqred  in  thift  res])cct  ?  Why  are  the  Ktates  of  Kur(>|>e 
lo  be  ^ut  out  from  attempting  a  corapetiiion  in  funtiiihing 
tbe  tike  articles  ?  There  appeannl  to  me  no  rcaMtti  for  this 
cadnaoa,  and  uiony  obvious  ones  why  it  fthoold  not  be  pcr^ 
■Liitiul  in. 

In  Die  first  placo,  it  was  reported  fnitn  all  our  ooUmies 
that  the  llnitefl  States  inalead  of  taking;,  in  return  for  their 
produce,  nun,  moloMes,  and  other  prinluctH  of  our  inlands, 
hul  ccaied  lo  aflbrd  this  relief  to  the  plonten;  and  that 
ipecie,  or  billa  upon  England,  were,  of  late  years,  the  only 
terau  of  payment  upon  which  American  carj^oeK  could  be 
procured-  Upon  t}uH  ground  aloiKs  would  it  iK>t  huvr  UiMt 
worth  while  to  try  whrthcr  other  countries  dealing  in  Uke 
orgoes*  would  nut  be  satiisticd  to  take  in  [wynM.nt  a  |jart  <tf 


n 


112 


RTATK    OF    THK    BUITISn 


TlWit 


the  surplus  produce  of  our  colonics?  And,  at  any  rate, 
where  could  be  the  mischief  of  such  an  experiment  ? 

In  the  second  place,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  supplies 
fmm  the  United  States,  as  I  have  already  observed,  were 
conveyed  in  jVmcrican  vessels.  By  an  authentic  Account, 
published  in  the  United  States,  it  apjwars  that,  in  the  year 
18S5,  this  trade  gave  eniploymeut  to  101,604  tons  of  Ameri- 
can shipping* — an  amount  not  much  short  of  one-half  of 
the  total  tonnage  in  tlie  trade  between  tliis  country  and  our 
AVeftt-India  colonies.  And  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
observe  tliat,  by  this  same  Account,  it  api^ars,  that  the 
whole  American  toimagc  trading  to  llie  West-Indies  (where 
the  United  States  do  nut  possess  a  single  colony)  exceeds 
the  whole  tonnage  employed  by  tliis  country  in  that  trade ; 
— not  less  than  116,481  tons  of  American  shipping  being 
employed  in  the  trade  of  Cuba  alone.  Now,  I  have  always 
understood  that  the  primary  object  of  the  Navigation  Laws 
being  to  maintain  for  ourselves  a  great  coumicrcial  marine, 
the  next  great  principle  of  lluise  laws  was  tu  prevent  too 
great  a  share  of  the  foreign  carrj'ing  trade  being  engrossed 
by  any  one  particular  country.  Was  it,  then,  a  subveraon 
of  our  navigation  system  to  invite  such  powers  as  I'rus^o, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  the  Hans  Towns,  &c.  to  participate, 
witli  the  United  States,  in  the  trade  which  we  had  permitted 
to  the  latter  with  our  sugar  colonies?  Which  of  those 
powers  is  aspiring  to  raise  a  commercial  marine,  to  prepon- 
derate over  that  of  Great  Britain  ?  Which  of  those  states 
is,  vear  after  year,  augmenting  its  military  marine,  by 
building  ships  of  war  of  the  largest  class?  Wliich  of 
those  powers  possesses  a  formidable  navy,  and  is  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when  it  expects  to  wrest  fnim  this 
country  its  sway  upon  the  ocean  ? 

In  the  third  place,  was  it  prudent  that  the  supply  of  our 
West-India  colonies,  in  articles  of  first  necessity,  should 
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{lepmd  upon  the  ^^ood-wfll  of  any  one  ptiwer.  and  that  the^ 
should  be  expowd  to  thp  risk  of  all  the  inconvcnienoe 
which  a  Hudden  intcrru|ttiiin  nf  that  supply  might  bring 
upon  tb«n  ? 

These  considerations  wvre  ituMy  MifBdmt  to  induce  his 
Maiemyn  Oovemnmit  to  extvnd  tn  fiClu*r  (niwita,  the  mmv 
briltty  of  tradinfr  with  our  Sugar  Cohnin  which  hud  Ixieti 
gnmted  to  the  United  State*.  In  doing  sw,  it  bceamr  our 
daty  to  rwiaethe  whole  syfitrm  of  that  trade  It  appeared 
Id  tw,  for  reasons  which  I  haro  fctatL*d  on  a  fonnrr  nccatfon, 
that,  wit})uut  prejudice  to  any  DritiHh  intorrnts,  the  colonies 
Woakl  bo  relieved  an<l  heitt-fiu*d,  by  afl'>fn)ing  a  grv«t«r 
Itrttnde  to  the  trade  between  them  and  foreign  Htatest.  To 
I  llija  trade  we  annexed  conditions,  alike  for  the  Ignited 
Slates  and  for  all  other  countries.  The  (.Tntt«d  Statn  did 
not  think  proper  U)  comply  witli  these  condiliaiiK;  and  all 

JbMcfVourse  Iwtween  them  and  the  (.'olonieH  hax,  in  conji^ 
leased.     This  was  their  choice  in  declining  our 

^efiTM ;  hut,  since  they  were  declined^  I  cannot  aay  that, 
with  a  view  to  the  intereit^  of  our  Navigation^  1  rvgrct  the 
course  which  the  \y>\icy  of  the  American  Govcraroent  has 
Ibroed  us  to  adopt.  It  is  with  no  unfriendly  feeling  towards 
the  l*nit«i  States,  that  I  nmke  thi*  statement.  There  is 
tiing  in  what  ha-*  cKcurnxl  which  ought  to  give  ri«*>  to 
firelingK  on  either  side.  They  might  have  enjoyed, 
Ifle  others,  the  lioon  which  we  tendered  equally  to  all, 
when  we  ojwned  the  trade  with  our  colonies.  We  have  no 
right  l(»  cfjwpbiiu  that  they  adhered  to  tcmis  inconipatihlo 
With  the  conditions  on  which  we  tendered  that  boon  ;  neither 
CBi  tbey  complain*  having  mode  their  option  to  decline  our 
cooditioiw,  that  the  Xnxm  u  withheld  fnnn  tJiem,  and  granted 
to  other  nations,  by  which  thonc  conditioiis  were  accepted. 

"  Butt*  »y  the  S!u|v4>wners  "  you  have  done  right  in 
Hhuttmg  out  the  nhipping  of  the  Ihtited  Stateit  fruiu  thiA 
vou  111.  I 
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trade.  It  is  not  of  the  Order  in  Council,  i&mied  for  that 
paqmse,  that  wc  cuni|)lain.  Our  ^icvance  is,  that  the  i»- 
torcliction  is  not  equally  extended  to  the  shipping  of  all 
other  countries,^  Do  these  ^ntlenien  recollect,  that  thi:» 
would  be  placing  our  sugar  culonies  under  a  moru  se^'ere 
system  of  exclusion,  than  has  been  applied  to  them  at  any 
period  since  the  independence  of  the  Uuitetl  States: — a 
system  which  in  spite  of  the  wi};hcs  and  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, after  the  close  of  the  first  American  war,  it  was 
found  im]x>ssihle  to  enforce.  To  enforce  such  restrictions 
now,  would  be  to  ex|>ose  the  British  sugar  culonics  tu  the 
greatest  distress.  It  is  vain  to  contend  that,  because  we 
grant  to  them  a  monopoly  of  the  British  market  for  their 
staple  productions,  they  ought  in  return  tu  draw  all  the 
articles,  of  which  they  stand  in  need,  exclusively  from  this 
country.  The  monopoly  granted  to  the  AN'est- India  planter 
is  of  little  or  no  advantage  to  him.  By  conquests  made 
during  the  lost  war,  by  ccsidons  obtained  at  the  last 
peace,  you  have  extended  your  sugar  colonies  in  sudi  a  d^ 
gree,  that  the  tuiautity  which  they  now  send  to  this  couutr|- 
exceeds  by  (>0,(HK)  hogsheads  (about  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
supply)  the  consumption  uf  this  country.  This  excess 
must  be  sold  in  the  general  market  of  Kurope.  The  price 
which  it  will  command  in  that  market,  it  is  obvious,  must 
be  regulated  by  the  rate  at  which  other  sugars  of  likequflk 
lity  (those  of  Brazil,  Cuba,  mid  the  Eost-InHies)  can  be 
afforded  in  the  same  market,  it  is  e(|ual]y  obvious,  that 
the  price  of  this  excess  must  determine  the  price  of  the 
other  four-fifths  consumed  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
monopoly,  therefore,  affords  little,  if  any,  substantial  ad* 
vantage  to  those  ujwn  whom  it  is  conferred.  They  mu<t 
be  alile  to  produce  sugar  in  competitioo  with  the  foi^gn 
grower. 

But,  if  they  are  ex|K)scd  to  this  competition,  the  House 


will  at  ODM  percrivr,  that  it  bcronir^  oeceasary  to  aftvd 
them  c««ry  reasoiuhle  ractUty  in  jiiXK-uring,  at  moderaK 
charges,  those  aiticlcM  imiuciiiatrtv  oeccMary  fur  the  culti- 
vation of  their  efttat^  which  this  eountry  ranaot  fiU|iply 
with  sufHck'Ut  re^^larity,  aiid  c\cvpt  a(  priciii  greatly  ex- 
ceeding those  which  arc  paid  fur  ttie  like  artitlc^  in  oIIut 
cauutrieK,  tlieir  rivals  in  the  gn^wth  of  Sugar-  It  is  the 
duty  uf  the  Govenuiient  to  titeleavoiu  to  ivguUtc  aiHl 
balance  the  cuoditiuci»  of  tUia  forui^  bup}ily«  on  the  late 
haod^  with  a  reference  to  this  laxt  cofisiilrratiun  (in  which  is 
involved  tlie  watt-bcsng  of  oitr  Colonifn)  ;  ami  011  tlu)  (illut, 
lu  tlie  interesis  of  our  own  Navigation.  It  ik  on  thin  joint 
principle,  that  tlic  law  of  1S25  wai  fnunL-tl  oiui  xubiniiUt,! 
to  Tarliament  I  have  already  shown  that,  uoce  the  |ia»- 
mg  of  thai  law,  tiiere  1ms  l»L>eii  an  tuctvane,  iiintiiHl  uf  a 
dacraaset  in  thu  Hritish  Shipping  trading  to  onr  Sugar 
CokKUes>  Of  the  law*  as  far  aA  it  lias  hitherto  operated,  the 
Ship-Owner,  therefore,  has  no  right  to  complain  ;  and  it 
QMWWHi  I  tliink,  Iw  tWnied  by  any  reBctting  man,  tluU,  in  the 
ppMflit  state  of  our  C'oloiiiett,  wu  coiiUl  not  uilopt  towjinln 
theu)  a  luore  exclusive  system  of  couimercial  policy,  with«mt 
the  grcst«st  risk  of  aggravating  their  present  difHeiiltieH; 
aaU  that  to  aggravate  those  difficulties,  and  to  involve  tJie 
planttfv  in  ruin,  is  not  the  best  mode  uf  punnoiu'utly 
protecting  and   upholditig   the  Shipping  Interest  of  this 

If  these  considerations  cannot  bu  lost  &ight  of  in  nrfcrenot 
to  our  Sugar  Colonies,  tliey  apply.  Htill  uiorr  forcibly,  (o 
Keitrfoundland.  The  indulgence  of  trade  granted  t4.i  that 
aeUWaseot  ha^  hecn  dcnouoccfl,  in  the  nutit  severe  terms, 
aa  amounting  almost  to  crimiuality  on  the  ]>art  of  the 
Govenuucnt  ^\llat  is  the  real  state  of  Uie  case  P  The 
value  of  this  Settlement,  it  is  well  known,  i«  derived  alto- 
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gether  froin  llie  Fishery.  The  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts 
of  that  Ulnnd,  and  in  the  adjacent  waters,  is  shared  with 
as  both  by  France  and  the  United  States.  Now,  a  very 
inconsiderable  |X)rtion  of  the  produce  of  the  British  fishery 
'Ah  consinni'd  iu  this  country-  It  is  principally  sold  in 
[foreign  uiarket»,  wliere  we  have  to  encounter  the  competi- 
tion of  tlie  Americans  and  the  Frencli,  but  more  especially 
I  of  the  former.  Our  only  chance  of  sustaining  Ihat  compe- 
[tition,  it  has  been  found  by  recent  experience,  depends 
rUpon  our  giving  e\'ery  facility  for  supplying  alt  the  wants 
of  our  own  fishermen  upon  the  cheapest  terms.  It  is  upon 
this  principle  that  we  have  allowed  n  free  trade,  without 
duty,  to  NewffMindJand.  We  had  to  make  our  choice  be- 
tween this  sacriHce  and  the  [oas  of  the  Fishery.  By  the 
alternative  which  Parliament  has  adopted,  some  injury,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  is  sustained  by  those  trades  which  here- 
tofore haf!  the  exclusive  supply  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery 
with  articles  of  British  prcxluce.  These  articles  are  now 
furnishett  from  the  chea}X'r  markets  of  the  continent.  This 
will  be  manifest  from  the  lletum  which  I  hoUl  in  my  hand^ 
of  the  goods  exported  from  Hamburgh  to  Newfoundland, 
in  the  first  six  months  of  the  last  year,  consisting  of  flour, 
biscuit,  salt  provisions,  &c.*  But  then  this  export  took 
place  in  British  ships,  amounting  to  5,4.56  tons,  which 
were  despatched  from  this  country  to  Hamburgh  for  that 
purpose.  This  export,  therefore,  was  of  no  injury  to  our 
shipping.  That  the  Newfc»undlnnd  fishery  is  one  of  its 
best  means  of  encouragement  is,  I  believe,  generally  al- 
lowed ;  and  with  this  understanding,  I  think  I  have  now 
said  enough  to  prove,  tliat  the  relaxation  of  our  Navigation 
Laws,  in  the  instance  of  Newfoundland,  was  necessary  for 
Iheprescnationofthe  Fishery,  and  was  made,  consequently, 
in  furtherance  of  the  Shipping  Interest,  however  much  at 

•  Pari.  Papers,  1^2?,  v.  xriiL  n.327. 
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.iranance  with  the  rigid  n'^lntiotm  am]  pnihibidont  of  our 
ancient  Nnvig&tion  and  Cnltmiul  Sy^trin. 

Another  rharj;^*  uhich  ha.«  tkvn  ailihimi  against  nie  hv 
the  Shipfiing  Intere«t  im^  the  havinfi;  o|x*ned  the  pnrts  of 
Hrititih  Inilia  to  foreign  ship*.  This  elinrp'  is  almost  too 
ridiculous  to  t)c  noticed.  Do  tlio«e  who  tnake  it,  consider 
the  Kavt-Tndie*  a*  they  wouhl  wnne  Kmall  insular  colony, 
from  which  they  could  exchule  nil  the  rest  of  the  world  f 
Do  they  forget  ttiat  other  Kun>|Xiin  nations  have  Hettlc- 
roenlA  on  that  cimtinent — iionie  of  thoae  Mrttlenietitit  utu- 
atcfl  even  on  the  diores  of  the  Ganges  itself?  To 
hare  brought  forward  BUch  a  charge,  only  prove*  the 
monopcilizing  spirit,  as  well  oa  the  gn»ss  ignorance,  of  ihfiM 
by  wIkhii  it  has  Ix-cn  made.  This  penni>wion  ro  foreign 
sutes  U>  trade  with  British  In<1iu,  instead  of  Iwing  one  of 
the  rash  innnvationx  of  tlie  prewnt  day,  has  existed,  I 
believe,  at  all  times,  but  certainly  over  since  the  year  1797, 
when  it  was  specilically  provided  ffjr  and  regulatinl  hy  an 
act  of  the  S7th  of  the  late  King,  with  a  simple  refen'nce 
to  which  I  shall  at  once  disniiw  this  part  of  the  subject* 

•  CopyoftUiMnaiBTnido  Ai-l,  37  0«o.  III.  c.  WJ, 

**  WbcrvH  by  tn  Act  p»pp<l  id  the  twptAh  yvv  of  thr  rrif^  wf  hi« 
liM  Mitjealy  KiD|;  Cluu-tr^s  Uir  S<H>(ind,  intitiilvd  an  Art  fur  iliv  mi- 
i'uunf^iog  Mid  increwitt|;  uf  :$ltip^in(;  uttA  N»vi);»tluii,  it  wks  eoictaJ, 
iliBt  fri<m  Mful  after  the  fir»t  (Iny  of  LK-oembrr,  oii«  thoutaiiil  lix  htm- 
Jfid  uitl  ftixty.  ond  from  tlieiicvforwtrd,  mi  gmnl*  or  cumniodillcs 
«fc«n  W  imported  itilii  nr  cxptrtc-d  nut  of  any  luida,  uliUMi*,  plsnta- 
tiofu^or  trrritori««»  to  hU  Maje»ty  belonginir  or  in  Km  poM»nMb»n,  or 
wfaicfa  OMiy  livroaft^r  bclun^  gntu  ur  be  in  iho  po«a<F«aton  «f  hU  Mk* 
jtalj,  bit  b«ir«  und  wuev^'Mors,  in  Asis.  Africa,  mmJ  Aiucrioft,  in  any 
ulbvr  vbip  ur  sliipx^  vv**i'l  ur  vca*cla,  than  ^uch  ii«  du  triiH  vd  withr 
oQt  fraud  belong*  uotu  the  people  »f  England  or  Ireland,  dominion  of 
iTalr*,  or  tnim  of  Berwick -upim-Twted,  or  are  the  built  of  and  b«- 
^ne  lb  sny  of  ihi>  kaid  landi,  i»1and»,  p1au(jititin«,  or  irrriioriMf 
u  ttw  proprietors  sad  ri^bl  owner*  lli«rvvl,  and  whereof  tlie  maatcr 
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When  it  is  recollected,  that  the  Tonnage  of  oUr  mercan- 
tile  marine  was  nearly  doublefl  in  the  course  of  the  last 
war;  that  during  a  great  part  of  that  war,  bnt  especially 

nn<l  threc-funrths  ot'  the  marinprs  at  lesul  are  EuglUb*  under  certaio 
penaltiea  and  ttn-ftiilures  therein  mentioned.  And  whereas  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  the  shipa  and  vesftets  of  coiintrieB  and  stutCK  in  aaiily 
with  bin  Majeaty  nhuuld  be  allowed  tu  import  gooda  and  cummoditiea 
unto  and  to  export  the  same  from  the  British  terrilories  th  India, 
subject  to  certain  restricliona  and  rrpulattons ;  be  it  ihcrefhrc  en- 
acted by  the  Kinp's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  adnctt 
and  connent  of  the  Lords  npiritudl  and  tenipornl,  and  Common*,  in 
ibid  present  Parliomcnt  a^cmblcd,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  sudq,, 
that  from  and  after  the  panning  of  thia  Act,  and  during  the  con- 
tinuunce  of  the  exclusive  trade  of  the  United  Company  of  Mer- 
chants of  England  trading  to  the  East-Indies,  and  duruif^  the  tenii 
fbr  which  the  posftcmtons  of  the  Britiah  territories  in  India  is  secured 
to  tlievdd  United  Company)  it  sbtdl  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  shtpia 
fttod  TOMcla  of  countries  and  itate*  in  amity  with  hi«  .Majentv,  to  im- 
port into  and  export  from  the  British  postceSBtonB  in  Indian  such  good* 
and  i^ommodtties  as  they  shall  be  permitted  to  import  into  and  export 
from  the  said  posses«ion5  by  the  Directors  of  the  said  Company,  who 
are  herehy  dir^cltd  to  frame  ouch  reg^ulations  for  carrjing  on  the 
tradi!  to  and  from  the  said  possessions  and  the  countries  and  states  in 
unity  with  his  Majesty*,  as  shall  seem  to  Ihem  raoitt  conducive  to  tbe 
Interest  and  prosperity  of  the  said  Britinh  ponsefiiqinns  in  India  and  of 
the  British  empire;  and  no  ship  or  veinel  belan}:in^  to  any  of  the 
subjects  of  sttttea  ttr  countries  in  amity  with  hifi  Mitjest)-,  dhall  he 
liable  to  seizure,  confiscation,  or  forfeiture,  or  nlher  penalty,  for  ex- 
porting from  or  importing  into  the  said  Britrsh  posMssions  in  India, 
any  poods  or  commodities,  the  ImpoMuiion  or  exportation  nf  whirtt 
reppecli\-e1y  shall  be  permitted  liy  the  said  re^ilatinn;  any  thing  iii 
the  tuid  hereinbefore  recited  Act,  of  the  twelfth  year  of  the  r^ign  of 
King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  :  Providftd 
always,  that  it  fthall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Directors  of  the  nmiA  United 
CUimpany  to  frame  any  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  said  trade^ 
which  ftball  Im  inconsistent  with  any  treaty  or  treaties  which  shall 
hft\*e  he«n  or  may  be  entered  into  hy  his  Majesty,  hb  heirs  and  sue* 
trsMW,  and  any  country  or  state  at  amity  with  his  MajeMy,  or  whicb 
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in  the  latter  years  of  it,  there  wa»  the  pivjitc«t  rxcll*t»mt 
to  Ship-building ;  that  wtiilst  the  protiU  of  fn-iglit  were 
TOy  higK,  little  rvgarii  waa  paid  to  eooDomj  in  the  cuiw 
struction  and  re]uiirof  shipit ;  and  that  u\yim  the  unexpected 
oesution  of  the  war,  between  three  and  four  hundred  thnu* 
aand  tons  irere  diK:harp;cd  frcim  the  public  wrvicc  ;  it  can- 
tx»t  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  wrhoc!  more  merrhaiU  ^hipd 
than  cotild  find  pmfitable  employment,  uo»lrr  nil  the 
changes  in  our  situation  produce<l  by  the  restoration  of 
peace  It  mufit  aU)  be  brn-ue  in  aiind,  Uuit  our  Mcrrhant 
Ships  were,  from  that  time,  no  longer  iiubjert  to  the  r^ 
fttraints  and  delay*  of  Anvoy  ;  and  that  other  nation*,  of 
which  the  navij^ation  had  Ixvn  alto^ther  suspended  by  the 
war,  not  only  resumed  their  former  share  in  the  cnmmcro* 
of  the  world,  but  began  to  use  every  mean^  in  their  jwwef 
to  increanc  and  pnniuite  their  Shipping;-  The  wonder  iji, 
not  that  the  profics  of  Shi^K-Owner^  have  lieen  dimimshed 
with  (he  diminittifm  of  demand,  but  that,  under  all  ihe^e 
tiircufaistancea,  ihi*  cotintry  has  been  able  to  maintain,  up 
to  the  prerent  time,  its  mercantile  Trmn.ige,  at  an  amount 
SO  very  tittle  below  that  at  which  it  sttMKi  at  the  close  of  the 
That  thia  i»  a  fact  cannot  be  denietl.  In  my 
aion,  there  would  have  been  a  much  pfreater  falling-off 
in  our  tonnage,  and  a  much  greater  degree  of  distresa 
among  Shi|>-owners,  if  those  alteration!*  had  not  lieen  made 
in  our  conunercial  policy,  of  wliich  they  short-sigh  ted  ly 
ramplain :  and  it  would  have  been  better  for  their  relief, 
if  tliey  luul  bet-n  iidopted  at  nil  earlier  period  after  the 
re«taratjnn  of  peace.  So  far  front  their  being  innovationii, 
raah  and  uncalled-for,  I  maintain,  that  they  are  either  the 
necessary  adaptntii>n  of  our  aocient  principles  to  the  new 

■»  b*-  ■       iv  Act  or  AH«  of  PffrtUmrnt  which  hvit 

[•■.  II  of  the  Iride  and  cuuioicrct  of  ttie  tatt 

•b  vemmne*  ih  Udia." 
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circumstances  of  the  world ;  or  real  ami  »ubfitanth'e  imi 
proveiiieiits,  such  as  would  Imve  been  made  twenty  years 
sooner,  but  for  the  general  subversion  and  confusion  which 
^rrew  out  of  the  French  war.  They  arc  only  the  following 
up  of  those  principles  of  good-will  and  liberal  commercial 
policy  iK'twcen  nations,  which  Mr.  Pitt  inculcated,  and  as 
far  as  possible,  acted  upon,  from  178(5,  till  he  was  forced 
into  war  by  the  progress  of  the  French  Revolution.  With 
the  restoration  of  pvace  to  the  world,  and  of  a  settled  order 
of  things  in  Europe,  it  was  fit,  and  for  the  interest  of  tJiis 
country,  that  those  principles  and  that  policy  should  rv- 
vive.  That  they  were  not  lost  sight  of  by  those  who  had 
the  greatest  interest  to  see  them  adopted — I  mc-an  tl>c  en- 
lightened Merchants  and  Ship-owners  of  this  country— I 
could  prove,  by  abundant  references  to  tlieir  j)ri*cc<.^ing8, 
in  1814,  1815,  and  1816,  I  shall  content  myseli'  with 
quoting  only  one  imjwrtant  d<x;ument.  I  wish  those  who 
are  now  so  clamorous  against  the  general  Warehousing 
System,  and  the  other  changes  in  our  XaN-igalion  and  Com- 
mercial policy,  wliich  became  necessary  to  carry  that  sys- 
tem into  effect,  wotdd  only  read  tlie  Letter  addressed  to 
tlie  Board  of  Trade  by  Mr.  Buckle,  so  early  as  the  ISCh 
of  July  1814.*     Mr.  Buckle  was  then  chairman  of  the 

*  Cojiy  of  a  Lplter,  tloled  13th  July  1314,  from  John  Wm.  Hackle, 
Esq.  on  belinlf  of  tlic  Bnu!)!  Corimiittec,  to  the  I^inU*  Cummittee 
fin'Tmdc  and  Pliutt&ltonx,  subtnittJng  the  cxpcKliencyttf  certain  A(* 
Icrutions  of  the  Rvrctrae  h*vr»,  with  a  view  nf  making  this  countiy 
iin  KntrcpAL 

London,  July  I3t}i,  IBM. 
My  Lords : 
The  very  itnpnrtvit  changes  in  oor  eomnierciLl  affain  which  have  bftw 
produced  by  the  treaties  of  peace  jiwl  concluded,  having  bwn  brought 
under  the  connidcrBtion  of  the  Brazil  Committee,  they  deem  it  their 
duty  U»  rabmtt  to  your  Lnrdithipc  their  ideas  upon  the  cffiectfl  which 
(he  new  order  of  things  W  likely  («  produce  in  the  British  irmdo  la 
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Bnal  AaodaCknof  Trade:  befaMnooo  been  dulnMii 
«f  ^ifae  SUp^Ownm'  AMociation,    Tbe  Letter  is  too  ki^ 


«lid  frtrm  SdtiUi  AnirritTB;  %o4  upnn  Ui«  rsp«Uvttcy«f  wi  iJlarMioa 
I  tli«  BcTeuuv  Xjsiry  in  mpect  uf  thm  rxi«tia^  i««4rio(iafH  upon,  mad 
pbibitioni  to  Ui«  iniporuiiua  of  cvruin  articlM  £rom  tK«  continent 
«f  Eurupi;. 

Vour  LfinJihijM  are  veil  awr  that  the  rffrct,  a*  vm  the  intmtion 
«f  Ih*  Warehdiuin^  Act»,  ha*  b«en  to  matte  thia  £«UBtry  an  »ntr7|iAC 
for  tlM!  Yariocii  articlp*  nf  tn4r  therein  ennmrratfd ;  and  that  th« 
atlrwtti^^  th«r«<>f  bavi*  bero  of  tbe  mtM  Ittportmnt  nature  in  cmry 
point  «f  nev.  voni  e*])C<:iBlly  a»  they  hat«  aflpcted  iIm  kteeaii  of  th« 
Kevenue,  the  M«rvhai<t,  aiul  Ship-Uwvcr;  U  will,  bowev«r»  be  n-i- 
tlviit  to  your  Lord«hipt,  that  the  war  had  a  direct  and  powerful  Ian- 
driicy  to  further  that  jgjrut  object,  and  that  tUia  cau»e  hariufc  ceaaod, 
iti  influ^Doc,  so  far  as  depended  opun  ibc  oeceMlt)'  which  the  foneiga 
iDnrrhant  and  phinter  frniod  himaelf  under,  of  eendJag  bti  (tioda  le 
Uba  cviunlry.  U  at  an  end. 

Happily,  hnwerer,  thera  yet  exi>t  wnie  ■troog  indaoemaala  to 
fgretpten  atil]  to  look  to  England  aa  tbo  cooiitry  wbtrt,  in  gractnl 
caa«i,  both  AaJe«  and  purrhaaea  may  be  muat  ad*anti^t<nuly  made; 
and  provided  that  timely  meaaurca  hp  adopted  lu  prevent  tbe  trad* 
frn«a  being  dWcrti'd  into  other  rhuinrU,  mott  conAdeal  hopes 
OM J  b«  entertained  that  Oreat  Kritjun  will  ■til)  contino*  lo  be  the 
c&t«f  medium  uf  oonimercial  intercaur»a  belwoea  all  tlin  natkolM  of 
the  irorid,  whereby  licir  p«\mcnl«  on  the  cufitiiienl  of  £urupc  will 
be  materially  fai-ilitated. 

Woh  a  view  lo  thia  moat  important  objeri,  ihv  CcKumiitce  would 
submit  to  the  wiidoa  of  your  Lordabipa,  bow  far  it  haa  becunu) 
oesceaary  to  extend  the  warrbouain^  lyateu  to  other  forei^  articlfe 
tbaa  thoee  which  tbe  cxiating  law*  permit  to  be  tecored  or  bonded, 
firee  of  duty,  and  wilii  the  leant  puMible  cxpenae,  for  ro-uxpurtatioo. 
id4  trfaleh  at  preteot  alinwt  wholly  con»i»t  of  unmanufactured  in^oda. 
long^  a*  tbe  w«r  la»tvd»  it  wan  imptiMible  for  our  late  CDcmic*  to 
e  ibetr  maAufaetur«s  in  uiy  oocuudarablc  quantity,  into  tbe 
fMilte  of  Am»,  Africa,  or  Aaierica;  but  bow  thai  every  ubaiacle  ia 
rtnoved,  and  tliat  general  tranquillity  bat  beeA  restored  to  the  conti* 
DMiiof  Burope,  the  impcdimcntatoadirect  comroanicalion  with  every 
part  of  tbe  wortd,  except  u»  the  nhtiah  avttlemuole  (and  so  luuf;  a»  ih« 
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to  be  read  by  nie  on  tlie  preset  occasion;  but  every  sen- 
tence of  it  is  well  worth  perusal.     Ilonourable  members 


blocknde  shall  last  to  the  Uaited  Stales),  are  completply  removed  : 
uul  ilic  Bntiftb  nianufactuivr  nimt  therefore  look  to  meet  in  futtire 
with  the  most  active  cmnpctition  in  those  markets  where,  except  in 
the  occajfiiunal  exportation  of  prize  good*  from  hence,  he  waa  so 
lately  without  a  rirol. 

The  foreign  European  articles,  from  which  it  is  conceived  the  most 
serious  competition  is  to  be  apprehended,  arc  plain  tinens,  coloured 
ditto,  glaa»-wore,  cambrics,  lawns,  porcelain,  cltH-ks  and  watches, 
wrmight  silks  and  silk  slocking^s,  German  hardware. 

The  first  of  these  (except  snil-cloth)  may  at  present  he  Mrarchoosed 
for  exportation,  but  arc  subject  to  duties  that,  under  existing^  circum- 
stances, nperatp  a  virtual  prohibition  on  the  impurtation.  Linenaform 
a  principal  features  in  a  carpfo  for  the  South  American  markets^  and 
will  thereforf  most  certainly  find  their  way  direct  from  tlie  ports  of 
France,  Germany,  and  Holland  (unless  inducements  shall  be  offered 
to  the  previous  importation  of  them  into  this  country),  especially 
as  other  forei^  manufactured  goods  arc  to  be  obtained,  of  qualities 
and  prices  suited  to  form  assorted  cargoes  for  these  markets,  whereby 
the  British  manufacturers  would  be  supplanted  in  a  most  serimia 
degree. 

But  your  Lordships  will  observe,  that  the  evil  would  not  stop  here : 
a  cargo  of  foreign  manufactures  exported,  besides  giving  activity  to 
foreign  capital  and  foreign  shipping,  would  divert  fmm  its  present 
channel  the  ruluni  cargoes  of  foreign  produce  that  otherwiic  would 
be,  fnr  the  most  part,  brought  in  British  Shipping;  whiUt  in  the 
event  of  the  requisite  inducements  being  offered  them,  the  foreign 
merchants  of  Kumpe,  instead  of  looking  to  those  distant  market*, 
will  have  inducements  to  continne  to  make  Great  Britain  the  eiQ* 
porium  of  their  commeree. 

The  Committee  are  not  ignorant  of  the  repugnance  of  the  Britiali 
manufacturers  to  the  introduction,  even  for  exportation  alone  (as 
proposed),  of  articles  of  foreign  manufacture.  But,  under  the  cir- 
eumstances  set  forth.  It  is  humbly  conceived  that  their  objections 
«M  founded  on  an  erroneous  view  of  their  own  interest;  not  on^ 
for  the  reason  assigned,  that  die  foreijtn  manufacture  will  find  its 
way  direet  into  those  places  where  there  is  a  demand;  bnt  because 
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wilt  finct  it  uiiH'tcd  tu  the  Fimi  K^^pnrt  of  the  (Vitmnittce 
on  Foreign  Tnufe^  matle  to  ihiR  Houm^  un  the  18th  of  JuW 
IfiSO.  'Vhc  «)nlv  ihinff  to  lie  rrjyretted  is,  that  the  excel- 
lent nigge^tions  cuntiuncd  in  this  Letter  were  not  iincim*r 
ftdrvptof).  1  do  not  mmtioti  It  n^  l»!ame  tr»  any  cme,  thnt 
they  were  not,     I  am  RWAre  of  llw  }»vjmlit'e«  which,  in 

inaoh  of  the  rtpitKl  ariainj^  from  iiuch  irv*hna*«fl  forvifpi  maDa- 
factum,  and  from  the  (iroducff  comtitutitig  thrtr  returun,  may  Im 
expected  to  be  expemlpd  m  British  f^MMb;  e«|»eciaI1y  if,  tn  1h*  l'oiq- 
menrial  imtx  al>oa(  to  lie  formed,  thppowtn  nfihc  Continent  vlioiild 
•pree  upon  a  prinriple  »if  rrciprociry,  ■»  li  pr»*'tl«pd  In  PMrtupal  aiid 
Bnutil,  In  idmit  our  mnniif&fturpn  to  (wni^tx  in  tKrir  port*,  pqual  to 
ihn^e  which  it  is  thus  mbmittrd  it  w-outd  bn  pntitir  to  ntrml  to 
tken«»  ia  the  ports  of  Gnmt  Hritsin. 

The  Committee  ht^,  in  einclaiion,  to  add,  thai  «liuuld  \tjtir  Lord- 
•hipM  eolu-ur  in  the  ftentitiii^nUvrhich  tliey  havcthui  taken  (lie  tiWrty 
to  lay  before  you,  they  nubnut  to  vo'iir  LoriUhip*.  (hat  it  will  \w  to 
IM  IflM  dhp^e  {niptirtatit  that  the  xTFtrni  tihnuld  be  arted  upon  with 
Ae  iMit  pomfhte  delay,  vid  that,  when  arted  upon,  it  should  he 
wUh  the  le««t  potKifale  expense  tn  the  ri»rehtnt»  trndinfr  therr  iroods 
to  tin*  country  for  aaJc,  Tho  CommltlM  an  iftduc^d  t»  impre»  the 
unport&ace  of  di»p*ltfh  with  the  more  ewiMatiieai,  from  luring  lu- 
d«rrttnod  thai,  upon  the  rcmonfltnLnce  of  the  manufacturen  of  Scittch 
tad  Irish  llneiu,  rour  L>orcUbip)i  bare  expre^ned  an  opinion  that  it 
Irifl  he  exjietlient  tn  trr  for  anyne  t)nti>  whether  the  effet't  nf  ron- 
dmiiif  the  exiMinfr  doty  upon  bonded  pliun  linenn,  will  he  pro- 
diwtfve  «if  tbo**  isjnrioQi  cowtuwnicea  eonlcaplated  by  the  iin- 
pwtm  of  foreign  linen*,  and  of  whtrh  Riich  mtioui  apprebedaioM 
are  drtertatned  by  this  Committee:  who  fear  ihat  when  ooce  the 
foreig*  merrhwit  hm  been  driven  to  find  a  di«tuit  market  Btnon|i^ 
lh»  otitiMim^n  of  hiK  |;ood)*,  h  will  he  Ihen  loo  late  to  realise  thoM 
0>Mrfa(t»»  whieh  (nnlest  hf  U  rlrireti  tn  that  neeeulty  by  otir  vir- 
tually prohihitfiry  lawv)  may  h^  enpected,  aa  the  rertain  reaulln  of 
the  immediate  adoption  of  th«  Tnca#ures  whieh,  with  the  mofit  per- 
fect deference  (n  ynar  LorHabips*  wtadom,  they  have  thii«  fo)t  it  their 
dntr  to  Bubmil  to  ymir  t-onoideration. 

I  haie  the  honour  to  be,  tu*. 

rSif^6d>         JoiiM  Wh,  Bocklb. 
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many  branches  of  our  mnnufacturcs  and  commtTce,  Ktowl 
in  the  wny  of  the  Warehousing  System.  As  far  as  the 
manufacturers  and  merchants  were  concerned,  they  liave 
since  seen  their  error;  and,  owing  princijjally  to  tlie  exer- 
tiun8  and  perseverance  of  my  right  honourable  friepd,  who 
witli  so  much  ability  presided  over  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Trade  in  this  House,*  the  Warehousing  System, 
and  most  of  the  other  improvements  growing  out  of  the 
labours  of  that  Committee,  have  since  been  carried  into 
effect. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me,  on  this  occasion,  to  explain 
more  sjiecifioally  the  nature  of  these  improvements.  This 
duty  has  been  so  ably  discharged,  in  the  several  Report* 
made  by  the  Committee,  and  by  another  Committee  which 
sat  on  the  same  subject  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  I 
shall  merely  refer  to  the  Keports  themselves,  not  only  for 
the  best  justification  of  the  measures  which  they  reoont- 
mend,  hut  as  entitling  the  authors  of  those  Reports  to  the 
approbation  and  gratitude  of  the  country.  I  may,  how- 
ever, be  permitted  to  observe,  that  to  criticize  these  im- 
provements as  so  many  insulated  measures,  without  refe- 
rence to  their  bearings,  the  one  upon  the  other,  as  parts  of 
one  connected  .'system,  is  a  most  unfair  mode  of  dealing 
with  those  Reports.  For  example,  the  honourable  member 
for  Northumberland  has  told  you  of  the  great  boen  which 
has  been  grntnUnusly  granted  to  Foreign  ships,  by  low- 
ering the  Light  and  Harbour  Dues  to  which  they  were 
h'able,  and  of  the  expense  wliich  has  been  incurred  out  of 
tlie  public  revenue  for  that  purpose.  But,  how  could  we 
expect  to  make  this  country  the  emporium  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world,  if  these  heavy  exactions  were  to  be 
levied  from  all  Foreign  vessels  vidting  our  ports ;  espe- 
cially if  there  exist  other  eraporia,  etjual,  or  nearly  c*|ual, 

•  Mr.  Wallwc. 


WW.] 


COMMEftL'lAL   ftMirriKO    JN'TKBKBT. 


\^ 


m  convemmcc  (Antwcq>  fur  iiutnTicc),  whero  surh  exor- 
bitant <iiii%  nrf  nut  dt'iiiuiuleil  i*  Indecti,  ]  mii  surpnwHl 
ihat  any  ^^lleniaii,  wIm)  ha»  ever  looked  intu  the  Kvi- 
deiuv  tak^n  iK-forc  the  Comniittec  on  thix  subJLt-t,  Hhould 
fbr  a  iDomcnt  obji-ct  lo  tlu'  nxluctinn  iif  i}iew  cUar^vn. 
They  there  stiiiul  itimU'iiuiwl  liy  nhmwt  wvry  mrrclinnt 
and  «hi|)-(iwncr  cxjuniutiii,  ou  j^miul»  iitore  cogrnt  tiion 
thone  of  tncrv  comntcrcial  policy.  It  wait  pn^vMi  thnt. 
fnm  the  dread  of  these  eiioruiuus  dues  i*ort>i}^i  iJii|i«, 
niliog  along  our  coaAts,  or  through  tl>e  Channel,  wvrv 
detcrretif  even  when  in  distrens  from  putting  into  a  Uriiisih 
port ;  that  bhipwreck,  attended  not  only  with  the  lon^  of 
property,  hut  of  livfs,  wa*  frwiucntly  tncurrttl  in  atru^- 
gliog  with  adverse  weather,  lieniUM.*  tlu*  captains  of  I'ori-i^ 
ships  were  forttiddifo  by  tlieir  ownem  to  exfx)f<e  them  to 
the  ruinous  expense  continf^nt  upon  M>ekin^  ftlirlter  fmtn 
•lorni,  within  the  inboKpitable  limits  uf  any  English  har- 
bour. Is  this  a  state  of  Uiingti,  which,  for  iltc  honour  of 
Eagiand,  any  man  is  anxious  to  Ace  revivcsl  ?  If  there  be 
such  a  man,  let  him  rvad  the  Kviili-nce  a  little  further, 
and  he  will  see  lliat,  u])un  the  nuMt  selfiKh  calculation, 
there  was  more  kwt  than  gained  by  thiti  repulnve  *v»t4-iu. 
Butf  as  it  stands  coudenmed  for  itu  inhumanity,  1  tihouKl 
be  ashamed  of  urging  any  further  argument  agoinM  it  in 
a  Brituh  House  of  Commons. 

It  ruay,  Iwwever,  be  said,  that  the  diacrimhiating  dntieiT 
upuD  goods  importeti  in  Foreign  sliips  re&t  upon  u  dif- 
ferent footing  from  these  Light  and  HarlMuir  Duen;  and 
that,  in  giving  up  the  latter,  there  did  not  exist  the  6ame 
ncoBBBty  for  abrogating  the  former,  under  M-hat  is  ralltxl 
the  Reciprocity  Systi'm.  I  grant  that  the  necestaty  was 
not  the  sauie;  but  if  the  principle  l>e  admitted,  that  other 
powen  have  a  right  to  retaliate  these  discriminating  duties^ 
dther  upon  Dritii»h  good»,  or  BriiiAh  shi|>s,  vi&iting  their 
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ports; — if  the  fact  contiot  be  denied,  that  some  of  thcs^ 
powers — Prussia  in  particular — hod  actually  exercised  thw 
right  of  retaliation,  and  tliat  there  wau  no  reason  to  expect 
that  she  would  desist  from  tiiat  exercise,  or  that  uther 
States  would  not  follow  her  example,  then  I  sav,  Uiat  the 
interests  of  this  country  required  of  us  to  put  an  end  to 
this  system  of  commercial  hostiUty,  by  uct|uiejicing  in  au 
arrangement  fur  the  muttuil  abrogation,  on  lK>th  Ricleti,  of 
Uie^  discriminating  duties. 

,1  iU  X  hftve  alreaily,  more  than  oi>ce,  both  oflicially  and 
in  my  place  in  this  House,  stated  the  principles  which  have 
guided  \iU  MajestyV  Government  iu  these  transactions, 
I  will  not  now  dwell  upon  them.  1  shall  content  uiyself 
with  noticing  one  or  two  mistakes  which  have  lieen  most 
prevalent  u|xm  the  subject,  among  llic  Shi)>owners  and 
their  advucaleti,  and  which  have  been  more  ur  less  pressed 
into  tlie  service  of  my  gallant  friend  this  e%-eiung.  It  baft 
been  assumed,  that  1  am  the  autlior  of  tlie  Reciprocity 
System,  and  that  Prussia  was  the  lirat  Power  with  which 
we  stipulated  for  its  odoptipn.  I  agree  with  those  who 
have  fallen  into  this  error,  tliat  if  you  once  consented  to 
the  removal  of  the  discriminating  duties  in  respect  to  one 
Power,  you  could  not,  upon  principle,  refuse  it  to  otbef 
Powers.  But  when  I  add,  tliat  we  stipulated  for  thia 
removal — first,  with  Portugal  and  Brazil  in  1810 ;  secoodlyt 
with  the  United  States  ol*  America  hi  1815;  thiise  who 
cast  all  the  blame  upon  the  Treaty  witi)  Prussia,  which 
was  not  entered  into  till  18S4,  will  see  how  little  1  had  to 
do-with  creating  uitlier  the  first  or  second  pr^cetlent,  whilM 
they  admit  that  one  was  suf^cient  to  take  away  all  fair 
ground  for  refusing  to  enter  into  u  like  arrangement  with 
all  other  powers.  I  am  the  more  glad  to  have  had  a^ 
opportunity  of  recalling  to  the  recollection  of  the  House 
the  course  of  thc«c   transactions,  s^  it  has  been  ntcntly 
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obnerved,  m  anotluT  pUce,  by  one  nrariy  alHnl  to  ji  Uu* 
nubU*  lord,  who  licUl  a  very  proiiiirieiu  lUttuitkw  in  thv 
couDcils  and  diplomflcy  of  thiA country  from  IHIO  to  IfttS, 
that,  duHng  hU  ndminHtration,  the  Shippinf;  Intcattt  wu 
prutectcd  ffom  the  ruinous  innovatiunb  which  liavc  idncr 
inxn  HJ  nuhly  intruductxl  igto  our  NaingAtion  l<aw«,  and 
our  Keriprucity  Treutie*.  I  can  unly  uy,  that  th«  two 
first  RwipriK-ity  Tivativff  were  onii^u'd  into  under  the 
adtnini&tTtttiun  uf  that  noble  loni  ;  Uiat  all  the  change*, 
without  any  exception,  made  in  our  Navigiitiim  I^wr,  in 
furlbvrance  of  the  Ucpurtit  of  the  C'uinmittiev  on  Vcgmgf% 
Trade  (and  thew  iiurlude  all  tlie  principal  chan)^  which 
luive  tuken  pluce,)  had  Ills  entire  concurrcuct'  and  »up|K)rt 
in  this  House-,  kh  they  had,  I  believe*  of  Qvery  other  mrui- 
of  the  Cabinet  to  which  that  nuble  lurd  Ix-ton/red.  In 
to  any  further  alterations  which  luivc  t>ecn  madis 
aither  iu  the  laws  uf  coimncrce  4ir  of  navigation,  since  I 
hmve  held  my  pfCK-nt  office,  I  boldly  affirm,  that  I  ajn  iMit 
aware  of  tluTi.'  Wnj^  any  diSV'i*once  of  opiniim  lwtw<vu  «ty 
coUeagues  and  niy^cLf  rc'^|)ccting  thcni ;  ond  of  this  I  mu 
({uite  certain,  that  tliey  were  cordiully  apjiruvcd  of  bv  my 
,  Mblp  ftietid,  till  lately  at  tiie  hind  uf  his  Majesty^ 
coUQcils. 

I  have  thought  this  explanation.  Sir,  just  to  others,  as 
v(dl  as  due  to  ntyitelf.  In  nty  judgiucnt,  all  the  roeaHure« 
in  qutttson  were  calletl  for  by  iht'  circumstunces  of  the 
(ivies  in  which  we  live,  and  l>y  a  due  regard  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  country.  Hut,  whatever  be  tJie  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  System  which  1  uphold,  I  owe  it  Co  truth 
to  claim  in  it  no  more  than  my  ou  n  share.  That  Bltare 
coasi6<£  in  haWng  followed,  acciirding  to  the  be«t  of  my 
judgment,  the  path  which  I  f<nind  chained  out  by  Com- 
odUoes  of  Parliament,  and  by  otiicr  and  more  able  men 
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than  myself,  whohati  preceded  mc  in  the  administration  of 
the  commercial  concerns  of  this  country. 

To  revert  to  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  with  Prussia.  My 
gallant  friend  has  ta1ke<l  of  it  as  a  gratuitous  concet»sir»n 
to  that  Power,  for  the  making  of  which  I  had,  ou  a  former 
occBKion,  justified  myself  by  this  childish  reason — that 
without  it,  "  the  Shipping  of  Prussia  would  have  Ijeen 
ruined.**  A  more  complete,  and,  let  me  add,  foolish  jht- 
version  of  any  argument  never  was  alleinpted  ;  ai»d  1  uiu 
only  surprised  that  my  gallant  friend  should  have  con- 
descended to  bt>rrow  it  from  the  miserable  scribblers  on 
this  subject,  wIk>  have  not  scrupled  lo  use  it  out  of  doors. 
Does  iny  gallant  friend  mean  to  adopt  their  insinuation* 
that  I  sacriiiced  a  great  British  interest  to  a  morbid  feeling 
of  compassion,  or, — what  some  of  those  hirelings  would 
fain  wisli  to  have  understood, — to  a  corrupt  sensibility  for 
Prussian  Ship-Owners  ?  Prussia  issued  her  edict  imposing 
dtscriniinating  duties,  not  upon  British  Shipping,  as 
British,  but  alike  uixm  all  Shipping  belonging  tocountriea 
which  levied  discriminating  duties  upon  the  ships  or  goodn 
of  Prussia.  Great  Britain  was  not  even  specifically 
adverted  to  in  tlie  edict, — neither  was  it  communicated  to 
us  at  all  by  the  Prussian  Government.  The  communica- 
tion came  from  our  own  minister  and  consuls,  accompanied 
with  the  loud  complaints  of  our  merchants.  We  addressed 
remonstrances  to  Prussia.  Her  answer  was  :  "  This  is  a 
municipal  regulation  with  which  you  have  no  right  to 
interfere.  The  discriminating  duties  of  otlier  countries 
are  ruinous  to  our  Shippifig.  In  the  port  of  Dontzig, 
which,  some  years  ago,  had  108  large  ships,  there  now  only 
remain  55  of  smaller  dimensions.  We  have  followed  your 
example,  to  protect  this  remainder  from  ruin.*'  It  w&s 
with  a  reference  to  this  reply  that  I  stated,  there  was  no 
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hope  of  procuring  the  repeal  of  the  Prussian  discriminating 
duties,  so  long  as  we  persevered  in  our  own. 

This  reply  has  been  characterized  as  the  "  insolent  dicta- 
tion rf  a  petty  German  prince,*"  to  which  our  rejoinder 
should  have  been  from  the  mouths  of  our  cannon,  rather 
than  submit  to  the  cowardly  sacrifice  of  any  of  our  com- 
mercial  monopolicn.  Thojte  who  hold  Ruch  language,  and 
recommend  such  expedients,  have  a  very  different  notion 
of  what  becomes  the  dignity  and  honour  of  this  country 
fi«n  the  feelings  which  I,  and,  I  trust,  those  whom  I  atn 
aov  aiddressing,  entertain  upon  this  subject.  I  pa<ts  over, 
u  unworthy  of  notice,  the  indecorous  expression  a|>])lie<l  to 
a  aoveTelgn  in  alliance  with  this  country,  and  with  all  the 
great  powers  of  Europe.  But  I  hojw  I  shall  never  l>ear 
any  share  in  the  councils  of  Knglond,  when  a  principle 
flholl  be  set  up,  that  there  is  one  rule  of  in<le[>endenre  and 
sovereignty  for  the  stnmg,  and  another  for  the  weak  ; — 
when,  abusing  its  naval  HUj>eriority,  England  Khali  claim 
for  herself,  either  in  peace  or  w.ir,  maritime  rights  wliicli 
she  refuses  to  acknowledge  in  other  States,  or  hhall,  under 
any  circumstances,  either  neutral  or  l>elligerent,  impose 
upon  others  obligations,  fn)m  which  she  claims,  under  the 
like  circumstances,  to  be  herself  exempt.  To  act  as  if 
there  were  one  rule  of  international  law  for  oursilves,  and 
a  different  rule  for  other  states,  would  l>e  not  only  mon- 
strous injustice,  but  the  only  course,  I  verily  believe,  by 
which  our  maritime  power  could  be  brought  into  jeopardy- 
Such  a  pretension  would  call  for  and  warrant  a  combination 
of  all  the  world  to  defeat  it ;  and  it  if  only  from  such  a 
combination,  acting  together  in  a  just  cause,  that  this  coun- 
try can  have  any  thing  to  apprehend. 

The  same  parties,  who  arc  so  flipjiant  in  recommending 
retaliation  and  violence  against  Prussia,  tell  us,  tliat  our 
Commerce  would  sustain  little  or  no  loss,  even  if  we  were 
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lo  interrupt  all  inlcreoursc  with  that  country  ;'^thot  the 
whole  annual  consumption  of  British  produce  ami  manu- 
factures in  the  doniinioiu  of  Prussia  does  not  exceed 
4fOO,000/. ;  and  that,  owing  to  prohibitions  and  high  du- 
ties  u|«>n  o\ir  poods,  even  that  paltry  amount  is  diminish- 
ing every  year.  All  this  statement  is  founded  cither  in 
wilful  misrepresentation,  or  the  most  gross  ignorantv. 
Within  these  few  days  there  has  been  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  House  a  docuiiieut,  shewing  that  the  value  of  Britisli 
Goods*  which  entered  the  Pruf^siun  dominions  in  182.%  in- 
stead of  being  4<X),000/.,  was  upwards  of  seven  millions 
sterling.  This  Arctjunt,  it  is  true,  is  formed  ujion  the 
price  of  the  goods  at  their  entrance  into  Pnissia ;  and  is, 
therefore,  necessarily  higher  than  their  declared  value  upon 
exportation  frora  this  country,  by  the  expenses  of  freight, 
carriage,  insurance,  mercantile  profit,  &c.  But  the  quan- 
tity, as  well  as  the  value  of  thf  goods,  is  given  in  the  Re- 
turn, and  upon  those  quantities  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  the 
Engb'sh  valuation  ;  which,  after  inquiry,  I  am  warranted 
in  stating  would  have  been  at  least  five  millions  for  that 
year.  The  reason  of  this  great  difference  between  the  ac- 
tual Entries  of  British  goods  at  the  Prussian  custom-houses, 
and  the  declared  export  from  this  country  direct  to  the 
ports  of  Prussia  in  the  Baltic,  is  so  fully  explained  in  the 
Prussian  document  to  which  1  have  referred,  that  it  is 
unnecessary  for  vac  to  dwell  upon  it  at  present.  But  I 
cannot  help  observing  that,  from  the  geograpliical  posi- 
tion of  the  Prussian  territories,  this  power,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, commands  the  navigation  of  the  Vistula,  the  Niemen, 
the  Oder,  the  Elbe,  the  Weser,  and  the  Rhine — tluU  is, 
f»f  all  the  great  water  communications  by  which  the  pro- 
ductions brought  by  sea  are  disiributod  over  Germany,  and 
thn«igh  most  of  the  central  and  eastern  slates  of  Europe. 

"  Pari.  Papers,  1»27,  v.  18.  n.  32fi. 
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But  thai,  8ir,  wc  arc  \M  uf  the  rrusaiiui  prohibUionA 
aguiiAt,  and  high  dutk**  iiputi,  Britiih  merchandize  >Vlul 
are  the  faeu  }  Fir»i,  tho  transit  duli«f«  in  l*rtu»fiU  arc  very 
modefntc,  m»t  exceeding  one4kAlf  per  ccot. :  sccoodiy,  the 
dutieft  on  the  internal  oonmimption  uf  DritiHh  gOTxlx  orv 
what  we  should  conoder  very  low — u[x>d  mo6t  lu'iicle* 
fluctuating  from  five  U>  tCTi  per  ccot — upon  no  one  article, 
I  tx^liove«  ««ccediDg  flAven  |>er  ecnt. :  and,  thirdly^  there 
ift  not,  in  the  whole  PruMtan  TarifT,  a  tdu|jrlc  prohihitinn. 
I  trust  that  the  time  viU  coine  wtivu  wc  fthall  be  ablr  la 
Ky  a«  much  for  the  TarifT  of  thi»  country.  Then,  Sir,  to 
cfowD  the  whole,  it  appears  by  another  DocUBUot,*  laid 
upon  tlie  table  within  tbi-oe  few  iSsay?,^  that,  even  in  the 
laat  year,  the  Tonnage  uf  the  Uritiiih  v«»els  which  auiUd 
from  the  port»  of  Pnuaia,  was  equal  to  much  more  tlian  a 
Boiety  of  the  whole  Shipping  of  Pruuia  which  sailed  fnnn 
tboie  aomc  ports — and  yet,  in  the  madness  of  the  spirit  of 
nonopoly,  we  arc  callni  upon  to  go  to  war,  because  wc 
bare  not  the  other  half,  and  to  forego  the  bcneHt*  of  a 
comtneree  nucl)  aa  that  whid)  I  have  now  described !  ll>e 
popuUliun  of  PruMiia,  in  its  turn,  is  crying  out  for  mono- 
poli«%  and  (irolubitioDs  against  th«  manufactures  ami  pnv 
duoe  of  this  country.  The  Government,  as  we  well  know, 
has  been  beset  by  these  clamours  for  many  years ;  and  if 
it  has  not  yielded,  it  is,  I  am  convinced,  because  it  has 
been  expecting  (and,  as  our  recent  policy  has  |troved, 
aol  in  vain)  rather  a  gradual  rclax^itiuu,  than  the  atl- 
£tion  of  fresh  restrictions,  in  our  cuiuincrciol  tty>teui. 
Let  the  advice  of  the  Slkip-Owners  be  followed,  and  our 
coauncroe  would  not  be  long  without  feeling  the  baneful 

1  think  I   have  proved,  iH^yond   the  possibility  of  con- 
tradiction, that,  if  our  Shi|>-Owncrs  be  in  a  state  of  distress 

*   Pu-1.  P*p«rs,  ScBiiaa  1H27.  v.  Iti.  n.  3^. 
K    2 


132 


•TATE    OF    THF.    IlillTISH 


[M«y 


it  is  not  a  cHniinution  of  emplovment  whidi  has  brought 
them  into  difficulty.  It  may  be,  and  probably  is,  that  there 
has  been  over-building  in  Shipping,  *s  there  has  been  over- 
trading in  so  many  other  branches  of  our  national  indttstry. 
I  do  not  b^i've  tliat  tliere  is  a  greater  liiminution  in  tlie 
present  money-value  of  Shipping  property,  compared  with 
it*  money-value  in  1825,  than  there  is,  measured  by  the 
^anic  standard,  in  all  the  fixed  capitals  vested  in  our  ma- 
nufactures— than  there  is  m  the  raw  nmterialH  consumed, 
or  in  tile  goods  created,  by  those  manufactures — tlian 
there  is  in  houses  and  buildings  of  every  description — 
than  there  is  in  the  wages  of  the  manufacturing  lalmurers, 
taken  ujwn  an  average  tliroughout  the  kingdom.  Among 
those  artisant^  wliose  labour  is  their  only  capital,  recollect 
the  case  of  the  hand-loom  weavers.  They  tell  you,  not 
that  the  profits  of  employment  arc  diminisheil,  but  that 
tliey  arc  thrown  out  of  citiploymcnl  altogether,  in  conse- 
quence of  inventions  which  they  could  not  foresee,  when 
they  were  brought  up  to  this  mode  of  gaining  a  livelilnKxl. 
To  those  who  are  thus  left  destitute  and  without  employ- 
ment, by  no  fault  of  their  own,  ynii  refuse  a  (.'omniiltee; 
— and  will  you  give  it  to  those  wlio  complain,  not  of  want 
of  employment,  but  only  that  their  employment,  from 
causes  which  you  cannot  controtd,  is  TOmparatively  unpro- 
fitable? When  I  say  rom^ra/ire/y,  let  it  be  recollected, 
that  it  has  been  stated  in  this  House,  tliat  in  1825  the 
profits  of  the  Shijv-Owners,  particularly  in  the  Haltic  trade, 
were  very  large;  and  that  they,  at  least,  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  realize  those  profits,  whilst  the  extravagant  ventures 
which  so  much  raised  freights,  have,  in  almost  every  m- 
stance,  left  nothing  hut  heavy  loss  or  total  ruin,  to  those 
wlio  incautiously  embarked  in  them. 

As  the  course  of  my  argument  has  led  me  to  advert  ts 
the  suffering  and  stagnation,  which  have  now  existed   for 
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M> many  months  in  the  nianufacttiringHiKtrictt^it  will  iwrt  t)r 
irrdevaut  to  the  inin>ciliatc  Aulijfct  ufiiur  consi(lpratioD» if  1 
implore  thi»  Houw  ti>  Ik*  t*autious  huw  it  liMtitu  Ut  any  ku^. 
gestion,  the  effect  of  which  might  be  Ui  nu«e  the  omC  of 
the  raw  mfttcmis  empUiyeci  in  our  principal  nAnufacturcft. 
Let  them  reoollectf  that  KiiKlonii  is  no  longer  tlie  only 
cnantry  in  Europe,  in  which  the  capitals  vralmrked  in  great 
manufacturing  eKtahliAhmciita  arc  conKiJercd  to  be  aecurc^— ' 
no  lonffiT  the  only  country  in  which  comnti-rce  and  iniluntry 
are  re^jK'ctvcl,  and  cwn  honourcti  bv  tlie  Guvcmuu-ul  :— 
that  France,  wliich,  in  1817,  importKl  only  GO.OOO  bagiof 
had  an  impfirl  of  !i16,000  in  ISiiC; — tliat  a  fornii- 

bk)  rival  to  our  cotton  manufactun*  hiu  recently  sprung 
tip  in  the  United  ^taten  of  Ainrricn,  which  already  IkmaC 
flf  eonauming  nearly  one-fotirth  of  tlie  cotton  grown  in 
tliciM*  States — und  ihulj  whiUt  our  niiuuifacture  of  this 
article  is  exposed  to  the  growing  coni[>et)tion  of  France  aitd 
Aaenca,  it  ia  witli  great  diffieulty  that  we  are  cxiabled  to 
keep  our  ground  against  the  hardware,  the  woollen*,  and 
tke  linenx  of  tlte  Netherlands  and  Germany,  in  the  general 
markets  of  the  world. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impresRed  upon  our  minds  that, 
wfutorer  increases  the  agriculture,  (he  trade,  or  the  monu- 
factorea  of  the  country,  must  eventually  aflurd  increaaed 
emplayment  to  our  i^hipping;  whatever  impairs  or  (lentroya 
tboae  great  interests,  all  connocte<],  and  dependent  on  the^ 
nre,  each  upon  the  other,  muMt,  at  nodiMant  |>eriod,and  by 
nodoulvthd  consequences,  undermine  and  weaken  our  cum- 
merrinl  marines 

I  could  wiah  these  truths  to  be  aeriotialy  considered,  not 
hy  the  Ship-Ownera,  alone,  but  by  others  who  are  equally 
riiixpoMed  to  find  fault  »nth  that  enlarged  MKteni  of  com- 
mercial policy  which,  rwommrndml  from  the  Throne,  haa, 
of  late  yesns  been  steadily  pcrseverejl  in   by  Farliament. 
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There  are»  I  know,  gentlemen  in  this  Hotise  who  condemn 
that  policy ;  but  I  have  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  hear 
from  them  any  better  argument,  or  any  stronger  objection, 
than  is  to  be  gathered  from  their  authoritative  declaration^ 
•'  that  they  are  decidedly  against  Free  Trade."'  I  wish 
that  some  of  these  honourable  members — the  honourable 
baronet  from  Kent — the  honourable  baronet  from  Somer- 
setshire— or  the  honourable  baronet  from  Suffolk,  for  in- 
stance, all  of  whom  must  have  thoroughly  considered  this 
whole  question,  before  they  pronounced  their  judgments 
against  it, — would  have  the  goodness  to  tell  us  what 
they  understand  by  *•  Free  Trade.'"  I  think  myself  intitled 
to  make  tliis  claim  on  their  courtesy,  if  not  on  my  own  part, 
at  least  on  the  part  of  the  House ;  because  I  have  distinctly 
stated  to  these  honourable  members,  over  and  over  again, 
the  object,  the  drift,  and  the  limits  of  tlie  plan,  upon  which 
his  Majesty^s  Government  is  acting,  in  respect  to  all  matters 
connected  with  our  national  industry  and  trade.  These 
honourable  members  must  be  aware,  that  much  valuable 
time  is  often  lost  in  useless  discussions,  from  want  of  pre- 
liminary explanation.  Let  them,  then,  give  us  their  defini- 
tion of  «  Free  Traded  to  which  they  object,  and  tell  us 
fairly  what  is  the  opposite  policy — call  it  **  fettered  Tmde^ 
or  what  they  please — which  they  recommend.  Are  they  de- 
sirous to  limit  trade  and  industry,  as  formerly,  to  guilds  and 
corporations  ?  Do  they  wish  them  to  be  confined  to  char- 
twed  companies  and  monopolies?  Are  they  anxious  lo 
restore  some  lliousand  or  fifteen  hundred  laws  of  absurd 
regulation  and  vexatious  interference,  which  have  been  re- 
pealed P  Is  it  their  object  that  the  most  experienced 
merchant  should  again  be  driven  to  the  necessity,  in  con- 
ducting his  ordinary  business,  of  having  a  lawyer  always  at 
his  side,  to  construe  those  confused  and  discordant  statute*: 
— that,  escaping  tlie  penalty  of  one  law,   he   should  fall 
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uikler  that  of  another,  imposing  conilftions  in<*ikfn|)aii1iti%  ur 
contradictory  with  the  Hrnt ;  uitl  (hat  ii  t*huuhl  Iv  left  to 
the  diMTctton  of  tho  ivvenuc  officer,  either  to  puDinh  these 
crintmriiclionK  of  the  Uw,  ot  to  overlook  them  ?  In  fthurt, 
let  them  (loiut  <mt  what  it  Ik  that  has  been  abolished,  which 
they  would  reKlun.' — whnt  it  is  that  is  now  permitted  to  be 
done,  which  they  would  no  hm^rer  |)enuit, — and  what  (if 
lay  tiling)  ooC  now  penuittvd,  tJicy  would  peniut  to  be 
dortc. 

An  expUnation  on  tlicse  poiuts  might  bring  us  to  a  better 
understanding;  and,  at  any  rate,  if  the  three  honoorablr 
baixmetn,  who  are  «n  coii)|iiaiou»Iy  <i>|XMcd  to  free  trade. 
would  favour  uh  widt  tljat  L'xpliuuiti<in,  coming  from  such 
quarters  it  inighl,  by  thn>wing  new  liglit  \x\nm  the  subject^ 
t«4Mi  tu  enliven  a  very  dry  debate. 

Hut,  whether  these  honourable  member*  condescend}  or 
iloclinc,  to  answer  the»c  questions,  I  do  entreat  of  them, 
and  of  otliers  who  may  be  co-operating  with  them,  not  to 
in  the  visionary  expectation,  that  improvement,  either 

the  civil  or  the  commercial  policy  of  tlie  state,  can  \n: 
arreatod  by  their  effbrta.  This  country  caimot  stand  5tiUy 
whilst  otheni  are  advancing  in  science,  in  industry,  in  every 
thing  which  contributes  to  increase  the  power  of  empires, 
uoA  to  multiply  the  mean&  of  comfort  and  enjoyment  to 
civilised  man.  This  oountry  cannot  stand  still,  so  long  aa 
thcreexistaa  free  press  out  of  doors  to  collect  and  embody, 
and  a  free  diiicussion  in  Parliament  to  guide  and  direct,  llic 
influence  of  public  opinion. 

When  I  ajjeak  of  improvement,  I  mean  that  temperate 
tad  gradual  melioration  which,  in  every  complicated  and 
loog-aettled  state  of  MMiiety,  is  the  iKst  preservative  and 
guanatec  again»i  rosli  and  dangerous  innovation.  To  iui- 
pvo««lloiit  of  ttiat  description  it  is  the  duly  of  each  of  u« 
to  contributir  to  the  utmost  uf  his  ]x)wer.  It  is  hy  acting 
steadily  upon  this  pnuciple,  tliai  wc  bhall  maintain  thu  lofty 
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position  which  we  now  hold  in  llic  civiliztHl  world-  That 
position,  with  all  the  fame  and  influence  whicli  justly  belong 
to  it,  Kngland  has  acquired  by  having  hitherto  taken  the 
lead  in  this  noble  career  uf  usefulness  and  distinction.  In 
that  career  we  must  go  forward,  impelled  by  the  retro8jKH;t 
of  past  associations,  by  a  juut  sense  of  our  present  greatness, 
and  by  a  due  regard  to  the  obligations,  wluchlwtli  the  past 
and  the  present  imixise  upon  us,  towards  those  by  whom 
we  are  to  be  succeeded.  If  there  be  any  man,  either  in 
this  House  or  in  this  country,  insensible  to  these  higher 
claims  of  public  duty,  and  to  lie  moved  only  by  sordid  con- 
siderations, even  to  that  man  I  would  say,  thut  upon  tlie 
most  selfisli  calculution,  ICngland  cannotaHbrd  to  bt.*  in  arrear 
of  any  other  nation  in  the  progress  of  useful  improvement. 
On  the  ground  that  no  case  has  been  made  out  for  grants 
ing  u  Comniiltee,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  take  the j 
of  the  House  against  the  present  motion. 

^[r.  HatkUiton  sat  down  amidst  loud  and  general  cheering;,  which 
continued  f«r  some  »ime.  When  silence  wta  reitored,  Lord  Miltim 
said,  he  could  not  add  to  the  detail  of  thonc  important  frurto,  which 
had  been  so  nhly  xtated  by  the  Tif^hK  hunvurable  f^-eiillenian,  Imt  hU 
opinion  was  nevertheless  must  decidedly  formed,  and  ho  trusted  the 
House  wouhl  not  concede  the  piotion.  He  thought  the  anivMt  and^ 
iateutiou  of  it  waa  to  du  away  with  that  system  of  Colonial  Coin; 
niereial  Pnlicv,  for  the  introduction  of  n-liich  the  cnuntrv  had  reaabn 
to  he  grateful.  He  waA  of  opinion,  that  the  opponents  of  the  right 
honourable  gpQtlrmao  ought  tbrmaclvcs  to  rejoice  that  tlie  prapoied 
committee  woidd  not  be  granted  them  ;  for  aft«r  the  statement  they 
had  heard,  they  muHt  he  convinced  thtt  tbry  could  not  go  into  an  in- 
vcstigationt  without  having  it  proved  to  demonstration  that  they  were 
in  error.  Mr.  Barinj^  acknowledged,  that  a  case  had  not  been  made 
out;  and  Mr.  Curwcn  said,  that  hat-ing  pledged  himself  to  support 
the  motion  he  would  doso.ifitwas  pressed  tnedivision;  although  he 
imiM  coiifesft  UiHt  it  was  utterly  out  of  his  power  to  controvert  may 
one  fact  stated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  GeDcral  Oascoynr, 
Kceing  the  feeling  of  the  Hou»c^  begged  leave  to  be  allowed  to  will 
draw  his  motion. 


(    1»7    ) 


MR.  WHITMORE'S  MOTION  FOR  A  SKLECT  COMMITTKK 
ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  TRADE  BETWEEN  GREAT 
BRITAIN  AND  INDIA. 

May  IB, 

Mr.  WtuUuurt  ihU  iliiy  tntivnl  **  Tti»l  «  Bdrrt  Committ^*  he  ap- 
fttiotedy  to  m<|air»  into  tba  TnA«  b«twMn  (*r<>ftt  Briuin  mnd  Isdia-" 
AA»r  it  bwl  bevn  trcotuleil  by  Mr.  Sliuwy, 

Mr.  lIcsKissov  Ttyge.  He  lK*gan  by  ohwning,  that  his 
honourable  frietul  had,  in  a  former  session,  inlnxluccd  this 
nibject  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  by  a  simple  propo- 
rtion, for  an  ofjualization  of  the-  mte  of  duty  011  Kiut  nnil 
,  J&^lndia  sugars.*  In  ihut  Kinipli>  j)ro|K>^iti(m  he  could 
jK^Wen  concur ;  and  if  he  now  concum-d  in  the  present, 
his  hooourabte  friend  must  jK-rceive,  that  the  object  of  his 
former  proposition  w<nild  Ik*  aa  effectually  obtained,  as  if  that 
proportion  liad  been  then  a^ee<!  tu.  With  rrgani  lo  the 
threat  of  a  non-consuniptive  agreement,  of  Wesl-Indinn  pnv 
duce, referred  to  by  the  honuurable  seconder,  h«  could  assure 
that  hono»irable  member — and  he  BjKike  fruui  cxjierience— 
that  agreeinenl**  of  the  deseriptiuu  to  which  hi'  alluded  were 
never  attended  with  the  success  which  was  anticipated  from 
thenu  For  though  the  honourable  f^ntleinan  had  told  the 
House,  that  tlie  pe<tple  were  pre|)ared  to  act  upon  such 
Agreeiucnt,  the  real  fact  woh,  that  the  consumption  of 
British  plantation  sugars  last  year  had  not  been  less  than 
it  was  in  any  former  year.  Although  it  was  well  known 
thai  there  was  every  where  great  pressure  fn  trade  last 
year,  the  amount  paid  in  as  duty  on  British  plantntiun 
sugar  imported  into  Great  Britain,  covering  drawbacks  and 
all  other  charges,  wafi  5,500,000/. ; — a  greater  sum  than 
twd  ever  been  paid  in  one  year,  since  our  connexion  with 
the  West-Indies. 

*  8m  v«|.  U.  p.  19fi. 


138 


STATE    OF    TlIK    TUAU£ 


[M. 


He  mimitlfd,  with  the  honourable  movor,  that  it  was 
Jxjth  the  interest  and  the  duty  of  a  commercial  country  like 
this,  to  endeavour  to  open  new  channels,  and  to  afforti  in- 
creased facilities  to  those  that  vere  already  open ;  but  it  was 
likewise  its  duty,  while  it  gave  encouragement  to  indivi* 
dual  enterprise  and  to  new  coinmercial  Hpeculation,  to  be 
cautious  not  to  sanction  any  measiu^  which  might  endanger 
or  destroy  established  interests  and  rising  institutions ; 
more  esjjecially  institutions  of  our  own  creation,  connetteil 
witli  our  interests,  and  especially  entitled  to  our  protection. 
And  here,  with  reference  to  the  low  wages  of  the  nuinu- 
facturing  classes  at  home,  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  alluded,  lie  was  sure  it  woidd  afford  him  great 
satisfaction  to  know,  that  after  suffering  great  and  long  pri- 
vations, which  they  hiul  borne  with  exemplary  patience — 
(be  ^)oke  of  Manclicttter  and  the  extcn^iive  manufactiuing 
districts  in  that  quarter) — there  was  an  increased  demand 
at  present,  whicli  enabled  the  master  manufacturer  to  give 
better  wages,  and  a  greater  numl»er  of  workmen  to  obtain 
employment. 

So  much  for  the  present  prospect  of  increasing  improve- 
ment in  those  parts  of  the  country,  in  which  distress  had 
recently  been  most  severely  felt.  To  proceed  to  the  argu- 
ment which  liad  been  so  strongly  urged  by  his  honourable 
friend,  as  to  the  application  of  the  pruiciples  of  free  trude 
to,  and  the  extensioD  of  our  commercial  interests  with, 
India.  lu  the  application  of  those  )>rinciples,  it  was  not 
neceiwary  that  he  should  now  infonn  his  honourable  friend, 
the  House,  and  the  country,  that,  as  far  aa  they  could  he 
made  bcueiiciully  applicable,  he  readily  concurred ;  but  it 
would  be  as  readily  conceded  to  bini,  lliat  all  extensive 
changes  of  this  description  were  attended  with  great  difli- 
culty,  and  should  be  proceeded  in  with  circums|iection,  ami 
with  due  regard  to  other  general  interests  already  widely 


heds  aiKl  that  therefore,  wltatcvcr  new  meftfures  or 
tUOM  wCTo  iiitroducctl,  tlioy  MioviM  bv  regulated  io 
;h  a  nuuiDcr,  as  that  in  endeavouring  to  fSfed  bm^fitif 
for  one  claM,  they  did  not  more  than  counterhalanvc  the 
adronlaf^frs,  by  iiiHictiog  an  injury  on  t*mw  other. 

Now,  his  honourable  friend  hod  Mid,  that  the  Kost- 
IndlM  Were  rich  in  all  the  voluuble  products  that  prospered 
imder  a  tro})iait  climate.  Granted.  He  adniitti'<l  tlie  cu< 
pobilitieA  of  the  cUmate ;  but  he  w*i^hcd,  ffir  l)ic  hrttcr 
ondenlaiiding  of  this  subject,  to  coll  the  ottcntion  of  tJtc 
House  to  the  attitude  in  which  wc  itood  towards  the  West- 
Indies,  and  to  the  cireumstanccfl  under  u  hicli  trade  was  find 
opened  between  IdiUu  and  Great  Uritain.  Lonj;  befort-  we 
bad  cstaljli.Hhments  in  the  East,  iminen»e  capitals  had  tieen 
imemd  in  particular  undertakings  in  tht*  West4*m  hemi- 
■pbcfCw  Many  Dritish  subjects  lud  subsequently  emborketl 
thnr  ca|iitaU  under  a  system  which  was  guarded  by  sub- 
rfsStng  laws.  When  the  trade  had  regularly  oixned  under 
the  Atrict  monopoly  of  a  company  of  merchants,  what  waa  the 
export  froin  Uie  East  to  Europe  ?  Not  the  raw  |>r»xluev^— not 
sugar,  not  raw  cntirm  or  silk — but  the  trade  regularly  con- 
iiflted  of  the  export  of  the  manufactured  article ;  which  thi^ 
itry  hnd  to  pay  for,  not  in  produce  or  nmnufocture, 
in  the  precious  metals  which  liatl  lieen  juiid  for  U>th,  as 
they  were  exported  from  England  to  other  parts  of  EurofM?. 
l*he  rxrtumifc  to  the  East-India  trader  were  therefore,  at  tlic 
period  to  which  he  had  allude<l,  made  in  cash,  the  pixxluOL- 
al  goods  Kold  in  the  Eurnjiean  niarketn.  TJkis  was  IIk- 
Mfiltod  course  of  commerce  that  had  cMlOHttoed,  ami  was 
long  continued.  Meanwhile,  in  another  port  of  our  dominions 
im  the  West-Indies  and  longlx'fore,  great  wealth  hml  lieeit 
'WN^ldrrd  and  uccuuiulated — large  intereM!*  hml  Invn  uuitL*d, 
and  British  pmiierty,  to  a  considerable  anujunt,  luid  iK^en 
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investeil.     Those  interests  it  was  our  duly  to  attend  to^,, 
oitd  they  had  an  etjuitable  claim  to  our  pruttH.'tion. 

The  East^India  trade  continued  under  the  same  re- 
straints, until  the  expiration  of  the  Company''s  charter.  In 
1814  t!iat  Charter  was  renewal;  and  then  new  encourage- 
uieni:^  were  given  to  individual  cntcrprize,  and  new  means 
o})ened  to  tlie  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  the  exercise  of 
skill.  In  tlie  situation  which  he  unwortliily  filled,  he,  and 
those  who  co-operated  with  him,  hnd  taken  every  opportu- 
nity of  giving  facilities  to,  and  offering  every  suggestion  tliat 
might  advance  and  improve,  that  trade.  It  was  certainly 
cheering  to  ohsene  the  beneficial  growth  of  free  trade  to  In- 
dia, and  he  had  no  doubt  tltat  it  would  continue  to  improve 
and  increase,  provided  it  was  not  precipitately  tampered 
with.  IMany  encouragements,  into  the  details  of  which  lie 
need  not  enter,  were  held  out  to  it ;  but  in  all  those  en- 
couragements and  regulations  the  House  should  be  cautious 
not  to  proceed  in  their  relaxation  of  the  old  restrictions,  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  create  a  well-founded  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  the  West-India  proprietors,  to  whose  interests  they 
were  strongly  bound,  but  ratJier  seek  to  reconcile  their  in- 
terests with  those  of  the  Kasl-Indies,  l)y  satisfying  them, 
that  they  might  be  both  augmented  and  maintained,  witlv 
out  unduly  interfering  or  clashing  with  each  other.  He 
thought  he  could  see  his  way  through  alterations  leading  to 
the  benefit  of  both  ;  but  if  they  were  hurrie<i  on,  or  were  too 
forcibly  impelled,  their  advantage  would  be  risketl,  and  his 
ultimate  object  defeated. 

With  reference  to  what  hod  been  said  by  his  honourable 
friend,  on  the  subject  of  the  monopoly  of  sugar,  he  could 
not  help  remarking,  diat  that  monopoly  did  not  appoAr  to 
have  materially  affected  the  price  of  the  article.  The  sup- 
ply of  sugar  from  the  West-India  Islands  exceeded  by  fifty 
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or  dity  thousand  hugnheaiif*  the  whnlc  cdn^iimptinn  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  that  surplun  niuiit  find  a  vi-nt  in  ilie 
other  marketft  uf  Kiimpe,  wherr  U  had  to  encounter  thir 
sogars  of  Brazil.  Cuba,  and  the  Kost-Imlie*,  and  to  olilain 
a  price,  i>f  cfwrse,  dopnidml  ii|)on  itn  tr^tLtx  nmii>elili(»n  with 
them.  Huw  waji  it,  if  the  lCa<it-liidia  sugars  wltl>  bo  cheojdy 
obtainable,  that  ihii  Hurplus  of  the  West-India  produce, 
which  waa  deacril^ed  to  )»e  no  much  deurer  in  prict*,  could 
find,  u  it  did,  a  fnrcign  market  ?  With  one  single  ol)»fntt- 
tion  he  diftntifised  hi^  iKmnuruhlu  frienifM  reiiittrk  ujiun  tins 
beiflg  a  tux  for  tlic  encouragement  of  ftlarcry.  He  waa  no 
more  partial  to  nlaverv  than  his  honourable  friend.  So  man, 
indeed,  could  be  favourable  to  a  nyfitcm  whicti  wa*  so  preg- 
nant with  evils  ;  but  tt  waa  the  duty  of  legiAlotim  to  remem- 
ber, that  the  existing  system  in  the  colonie*  rrjuld  not  In? 
i^ieedily  extingniKhetl,  without  the  ruin  trnth  of  tluiuoiteri 
and  the  slaves.  This  was  the  inevitable  evil  nf  hurry{ng 
forward  great  changes  before  tho»e  upon  whom  they  wen* 
to  cerate  were  duly  prepared  to  encounter  them. 

To  return  to  the  question  as  to  the  preferable  adrantagi* 
of  imjmrting  Kast-India  sii^^,  he  woold  ask  again^  why 
was  it  not  obsenuble  in  the  otlu-r  j>iirt»  of  the  world  ?  A 
veaael  laden  with  ««ugar  iniglit  Kail  from  Calcutta,  or  from 
any  part  of  the  Ka«(t-Indie!i,  to  Dantzie  or  Humlnirgh,  nnd 
there  enter  into  eom|)ctitinn  with  the  ougar  of  anv  othiT 
opontry.  If  the  sugar  of  the  EuAt-Tndiefi  pooaenaed  sach 
scFprriurily  in  the  chenpnena  of  prntluclinn  nnd  mnniifiir. 
lure,  how  did  it  lmp|H'n,  that  it  did  not  drive  out  its  rivals? 
Either  from  the  inferiority  of  the  article,  or  on  cfcmnit  of 
•lome  ncceaaary  accompanying  increase  of  freightage,  which 
omiMerbaianced  the  cheapnr«i  of  pmdiietion,  he  appnv 
that  there  was  M»ine  oInUicle  to  thi«  U-ing  the  eaic, 
that,  unless  they  ootdd  conrey  the  ntgar  as  ballo-it, 
vhicb    must   require   n    comiq^onding,    hnt     improbable, 
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increase  of  consumption,  the  advantages  derivable  to  i]\e 
East-Indies  from  an  equalization  of  duties,  would  by  no 
means  realize  the  expectations  of  sonic  honourable  gentle- 
men. 

Yet,  although  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  anticipate 
such  great  result*  from  the  proposed  equalization  of  duties^ 
he  was,  nevertheless,  ready  to  admit,  tliat  there  were  many 
points  which  had  bewi  touched  upon  by  his  honourable 
friend,  which  required  attention,  and  which,  he  assured 
him,  had  engaged  much  of  his  time.  Some  difficulties  had 
recently  been  removed ;— «ome  facilities  recently  afforded ; 
— the  removal  and  the  granting  of  mure  were  under  con- 
sideration ;  and  he  thuught  that  the  couBequencea  of  fresh 
alterations  would  be  more  satisfactory,  more  bcneiiciaU  if 
such  alterations  were  loft  in  their  present  course,  than  if 
placed  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Committee  now  moved  for- 
Such  had  been  often  the  case  with  respect  to  alterations  iat 
trade,  which  had  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  country, 
and  which  had  been  introduced  without  having  recourse  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee.  He  wuidd  mention  one 
topic  in  which  such  changes,  as  he  had  alluded  to,  might 
be  made  with  great  benefit  to  the  trade  of  India, — he  meant 
the  difference  of  duty  between  the  raw  silk  and  cotton  ibi- 
ported  from  thence  and  those  of  other  countries.  This 
was  a  subject  which  evidently  required  reconsideration,  ant! 
which  operated  disadvantageously  on  the  East-India  trade. 
He  should  pro(X)8e,  that  these  articles  should  be  subjected 
only  to  the  same  duties  as  those  [)aid  by  idinilar  articles 
imported  from  elsewhere.  To  obtain  the  luntwlcdge  and 
information  best  calculated  to  effect  such  alterations  with 
advantage  was,  perhaps,  more  easy  to  him  through  the 
official  means  of  intelligence  open  to  hint,  tliun  througli 
tlic  mediimi  of  a  Committee.  The  changes  which  it  was 
expedient  to  introduce  into  the   principles  of  our  India 
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trade,  were  changes  rendered  ofcoMry  by  cJjcumit^ncot 
and  circunisUnces  muM  always  coler  into  ihe conwUnUioA 
oi  every  legisUtun^ ;  hy  them  tU  ddcrminatiott*  murt  be 
influenced, — now  ihe  reUtive  circumfUnoc*  of  thu  country 
and  of  India  commercially  conadened,  hid,  u  cvcr^*  one 
WW  Awuv,  uiult-rgitne  of  Uto  yonri  a  iMMt  nwleriol  oIUta- 
Una :  instead  of  bcinj(  a  country  importing  maauliKtuni 
cKtouivdy  firom  that  part  of  the  world,  wv  now  exported 
extensively  to  it 

With  respect  to  another  |MU-t  of  the  «|)evch  of  lufthimour- 
able  friend — he  meant  that  part  of  It  in  wliich  hv  alluded 
to  tiie  cheering  prospect  which  the  number  of  isloiidit  in  the 
Indian  Sea  held  out  to  us  uf  a  great  extenhion  uf  coniiitiftx* 
— be  liad  to  state,  and  lie  did  au  willi  feeUugs  of  great  per- 
aooal  satiafactioD,  because  it  was  the  result  of  those  prin- 
dplai  of  policy  isliich  he  had  advocated,  that  Singapore, 
Pcamg,  and  Malncca,  were  included  in  tlunte  rrgulatiifna 
vhich  the  Bast-India  (%>nipany  had  coniicntctl  to  adopt. 
Those  ports  were  ik>w  as  free  and  as  open  aa  possible ;  no 
taaoage  or  duty  of  any  description  being  demanded.  This 
waa  the  ooiranenccnient  of  a  system  which,  in  his  opinion, 
pronued  the  numt  favourable  results.  It  was  in6nitely 
l»etter  to  look  to  the  future  for  permanrnt  Ixnietits  to  be 
derived  froiu  thotte  8oorci*s,  and  to  trust  to  tlie  inrreaecd 
fwenue  which  the  growth  of  tlkeir  prosperity  would  iiccca- 
sarily  occasion,  than  to  seek  for  a  trifling,  teiupurary  ad- 
vantage, by  the  imposition  of  dutiea  which,  however  snudl, 
ndght  have  the  effect  of  driving  away  commerce  oltogvllier. 

The  effect  of  the  system  which  liad  lieen  introduced,  oh 
far  OS  it  could  at  present  be  judged  of,  was  wost  sadslao 
tory;  and  what  niiglit  lie  iu  idtimatc  results  upon  the 
trade  with  China,  and  widt  the  iuuiiensr  |K)pulatioii  in  otlier 
parts  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  no  one  andd  anticipate.  For  hrs 
own  part,  lie  cuuftrssttl  that  he  was  exceedingly  sanguine 
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ujion  the  subject ;  and  that  he  looked  fmwurti  to  llu*  most 
extensive  cxjmniercial  intercourse,  under  the  British  flag, 
between  the  wetitera  parts  of  America  and  the  eastern  parts 
of  Asia.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Hritisli 
government  to  lay  the  foundation,  to  prepare  as  it  were 
the  highway  for  such  an  intercourse ;  and  he  could  assure 
his  honourable  friend,  that  it  was  a  tUity  of  which  his 
Majesty's  present  government  never  for  a  nioment  lost 
sight.  Tiie  only  suggestion  which  he  wished  to  throw  out 
to  his  honourable  friend,  was  the  exjxtliency  of  pxistponing 
an  inquiry  into  this  subject,  imtil  the  result  of  those  expe- 
riments, which  were  already  in  progress,  had  more  dis- 
tinctly manifested  themselves.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
inclination  to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  even- 
tual inquiry*  On  the  contrary,  he  was  solicitous  that  it 
might  take  place ;  but  it  certainly  appeared  to  him,  that  it 
was  desirable  to  defer  it,  until  the  success  of  the  measures 
which  had  already  been  adopted,  and  the  expediency  of 
extending  them,  should  be  more  fuUv  ascertained.  An 
investigation  of  the  whole  of  this  v;i3t  and  important  que». 
tion,  at  some  future  period,  would,  he  was  convinced,  be 
at  once  more  satisfactory  to  the  Hou.<>>e,  and  more  advan- 
tagcM^us  to  the  general  interests  of  the  state.  Not  that  he  J 
diflercd  from  his  honourable  friend  on  any  of  the  principles  m 
which  he  had  advanced.  So  far  from  it,  he  was,  as  was— 
well  known,  a  warm  advocate  for  the  apjilication  of  tliose 
principles,  as  extensively  and  as  promptly  as  they  could  l>e 
applied,  consistently  with  what  was  due  to  existing  rights 
and  interests ;  but  it  was  because  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
present  was  not  the  fittest  moment  for  the  inquiry,  and  that, 
at  a  future  period,  when  tlicy  were  in  possession  of  the  result 
of  what  was  now  going  on,  they  would  pnwi'ed  to  that  inquiry 
with  a  much  greater  probability  of  an  advantageous  issue 
that  he  now  advocated  delay.     The  appointment  of  a  cohv  <u 
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natier  now  migfht  crvate  alarm,  and  excite  entaifpflmtion,  at 
m  monient  when  he  was  moat  anxious  to  nhcw  tho  parties 
who  wen  intemted,  that  the  alarm  waa  unfounded,  and  the 
exaapermtioii  uncalled  for.  Howtmcr  reluctantly,  thent. 
frfCy  he  'waa  oompelled  to  object  to  h»  honourable  fricnd'f 
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Ttiere  waa  only  one  point  oa  which  he  diflvmi  in 
f^RDMO  from  his  huoourahle  friend ;  and  that  van,  with 
lespeut  to  hit  recommrndstion  to  throw  opm  to  Ireland 
tlic  trade  with  Iiuliu.  llin  luimiMmhle  friend  t<rvnK<i  to 
coottder  that  Mjch  n  measure  woultl  luive  the  effect  ctf  in- 
creafli^  the  muimfacluring  indiuttrv  nf  Irvlmid.  Now, 
be  was  at  a  loes  to  sec  how  such  an  ellect  i-ijuld  be  produced 
hy  such  an  exteonoii.  The  probability  of  the  incxcaae  of 
manufactureft  in  Ireland  muKt  depend  materially  and  prin- 
dpnUy  on  the  pmti^tion  experienetxl  hy  pre^Mity  in  that 
cottnti^t  and  the  advantages  thereby  atcund  to  tliate 
whooe  intereats  were  connected  with  manufacturing  pro»- 
pentT-  He  wa&  happy  to  say,  that  a  new  impetus  had 
be^un  to  be  felt  in  the  manufa^ures  of  Ireland  ;  and  he 
nncerely  trusted  that  it  would  iocrcaar,  and  lead  to  grrat 
impffwenientN.  Many  circuniMtances  induced  him  to  he>- 
lierr  that  it  would  do  90;  hut  he  did  not  lielieve  that 
any  Alteration  of  tlie  taw  fiir  rcgulatin^^  the  duly  on  Migar 
—other,  as  he  thought,  indiiicreetly  auggeated — would 
hoTv  the  i-^ect  of  affording  einploymcnt  to  the  population 
cf  Irdanii ; — An  object,  which  dqicnded  00  othar  and  very 
diAflwuL  cinnniintancrH. 

He  ouutd  not  Ueapms  any  longer  00  the  attention  €4  the 
Hooae.  He  had  sketched  an  outline  of  what  appearfd  to 
him  to  be  aome  of  the  nunt  weighty  ecaiMdenitions  in  this 
most  imponnnt  subject.  He  ho(>itl  he  had  given  Mtift- 
factory  reasons  for  objeeting  lc»  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee.    He  trusted  it  would  be  under<tood  tluit  he  did  »o, 
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not  IwcAUse  he  hml  the  sliCThtefit  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
progress  of  iinproveinentt  *»r  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
eound  commercial  principles ;  but  rather  because  he  was 
convinceti, — and  he  iX']x.*atctl  his  conviction,  that  these  ob- 
jects wuuUl  bc'  best  obtained,  at  present,  by  abstaining 
from  an  enquirj',  which  would  be  more  beneficially  entered 
upon  at  a  future  jK-riotl.  The  time  must  come,  and  it 
could  not  l>e  far  distant,  when  the  subject  would  be  ripe 
for  consideration,  and  when  it  would  be  the  imperative 
<luty  of  Purliameut  to  enter  into  a  full  investigatiou  of  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  iL 

Lord  ^til(on,  Mr.  Sykt-?,  anri  Mr.  nronj:l»am,  exjjrc^ftod  their 
cntinf  I'onrum'nco  in  M'hot  had  fullcii  fn.»m  thf  rtg^hl  tononrable  U»» 
Pmtidt^nt  of  llie  Riwrd  of  Trade.  Sir  Charlnt  Forbes,  fcelin):  tM  hv 
did,  (he  f^al08t  aUAchmont  to  Tndin,  Imslrd  tlml  t)te  quentiun  of  i\fl 
ConimRn-ial  inlorivit*  n-imld  ho  loft  in  tlic  hands  of  the  rij;h(  hdiionr- 
nhle  gcntlrmun ;  whn,  he  hnd  nn  dotiht,  M-inild  deal  with  it  lu  ho  ^■aa 
dealing  with  alt  other  (|ti(>^linnn  of  a  !>imilar  nature.  IIt>  had  1h« 
preolost  confidonce  in  the  ripht  !innnnrahli»'ppntleman  and  In  the 
prini'iptpH  npnn  which  hr  wns  :i(*linj,',  nriil  Inistrd  ihnt  the  honourable 
member  for  Bridgeoorth  wonld  withdraw  bin  motion.  Mr.  Whit- 
more  exprcs0C4l  his  readinesa  to  yield  to  the  rccommcodation,  and  U* 
leave  the  subject  altogether  in  the  ri^ht  honourable  ^entlcman'ft 
hands. 


WOOL  TRADE. 
Masf  Sa. 

Mr.  Portman  presented  a  petition  from  the  Wool-growcrv  of  Dor- 

actshire,  praying;  the  House  "  to  impo«e  such  a  duly  on  the  iinporta- 
Uon  of  all  Foreign  Wools,  as  will  for  the  future  iiL«ure  a  fair,  steady, 
and  remunerating  price  to  (he  BritlBh  grower," 

Mr.  HosKissoK  said,  that  after  tlie  judicious  opcniug  of 
the  honourable  gcntlenutn,  he  did  not  tliink  it  nec'eti^ary  lo 
detain  the  Ilou^ic  for  uiany  minuter  u|)ou  tlus  subject.  The 
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hoDouniMc  pmtlnmm  Iiml  vrry  fiiirly  slntisi,  that  hv  attri- 
buted tHr  e\iAtin^<lq>rt.*wkn)  to  the  iiujniiiiatciiii|Mirt4titmii 
of  the  yetLT  \S!i5,  and  U*  the  rodurtinn  in  the  duty  (mi 
fbreign  wouL  Uc  ainfcHscd,  tiiat  he  looketl  tu  omHJior 
source  for  the  distms  of  the  wi)ul-f:;nmvn»;  and  tlutt  was 
tbr  ptvMiUiv  on  that  iiunuJucturc,  of  wliicli  the  arlicle  uf 
wix4  formed  the  raw  material.  Now,  if  the  pres»urv  anwc 
fcDiu  t]iat  cntisc,  it  would  he  rather  an  odd  way^ic  had 
almost  said  an  Iri^th  way-^if  attrmptinj;  to  rTnio>'e  it,  hy 
numog  tiic  price  uf  the  raw  nuiterial.  Vet  thiK  wiu  the 
remedy  prtiposi-d  by  this  |iciitium  and  nuincniu:<i  others  of 
It  like  descriptiun.  Thi-  pnigress  «f  thi*  present  <lepres*ion 
might  \ery  easily  be  traced.  In  the  year  1835«  there  wais 
m  great  importation  of  the  article  of  wooL  TItat  ini^M>rt*- 
dm  led  to  a  sta^ntion  in  the  home  market — the  iovariahle 
consequence  of  a  glut.  Hence  proceedwl  a  fall  in  priceis 
and  the  suhsequent  distress  of  the  growers ;  and  thU  di»* 
tresa  he  wan  confident  they  would  agjcrr^vate,  if  they  were 
to  bake  away  the  only  chance  which  the  wuoU^^wers  had 
of  an  improvement;  namely,  tlie  foreign  demand  for  tlie 
inunifiutured  article. 

It  could  not  be  questioned,  tliat  such  ft  eonflcquencc 
would  result  from  any  nieu'^ure  tending  l«  place  the  Hrilitli 
manufacturL-r  iu  a  state  more  unfavourable  to  competition 
than  tliat  in  which  he  wa.**  placwl  at  pn-sent.  In  1825, 
there  was  a  combination  of  causes,  which  led  to  the  un- 
favourable frsiilts  of  tint  year.  The  extrava^nt  specula- 
tions, not  only  in  wool,  but  in  every  other  article  of  com- 
merce, were  such,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  nt,  if 
such  an  cnonnou*  im|K)rt.ition  should  have  taken  place,  as 
to  produce  stagnation  in  the  market,  and  subnetpient  low 
prieea.  But  it  waii  not  oidy  in  wuol  that  this  fall  of  pricvM 
had  occurred ;  it  extended  to  almost  every  other  article. 
He  had  only  that  morning  been  Wkin^  over  a  table  of 
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prices,  and  he  found  since  18215*4  tlic  full  upon  cotton  tn 
have  \hxu  from  ISjrf.  to  7rf. ;  in  sugar,  from  45«.  to  30*. ; 
in  silk,  from  Iff.  5d,  to  lid.,  and  in  tobacco,  and  various 
other  articles,  in  proportion. 

The  present  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  a  proper  opjxsr- 
tunity  for  inquiring  into  the  grounds  to  whicli  those  fluc- 
tuations might  be  traced ;  nor  for  investigating  causes  which, 
atone  moment,  had  led  to  the  extension  of  |>articular  manu- 
factures, and  at  another  had  almost  occasioned  their  anni- 
hilation. This  <lepression — wliich  was  now  clearing  off^^ 
was  not  confined  to  one  branch  of  raw  material,  but  was 
observable  in  all  those  with  which  the  manufactures  of  this 
country  were  concerned.  Now,  he  apprehemled  that  the 
same  causes  wliicli  operatetl  to  lessen  the  value  of  ottier 
articles  used  in  maimfactures,  must  have  ecjuully  affected 
wool;  and  when  those  causes  ceased,  tlic  value  of  the  raw 
material  of  wool  would  bo  proportionubly  improved.  In 
1819)  a  ^uty  of  six[>euce  per  pound  had  been  laid  on 
the  importation  of  wofil.  fJefore  that  time,  seventeen  or 
eighteen  millions  of  pounds  of  wool  were  annually  im- 
ported. After  1819,  the  duty  continued  pretty  nearly 
the  same  up  to  a  recent  period ;  and  the  manufacturers 
constantly  complained,  that  they  weiv  daily  losing  their 
export  trade;  that  nuuiy  branches,  in  which  there  had 
previously  been  a  considerable  demand,  were  falling  off"  and' 
declining,  in  conse({uence of  those  duties; — that  thcv  were, 
in  ftict,  undersold  by  the  manufacturers  abroad.  The 
answer  made  to  these  representations  was  this — "  If  you 
will  consent  to  u  free  export  of  wool  of  British  growth,  we 
will  reduce  this  duty  »)n  the  importation  of  that  lu-ticle.* 
In  iSS-t,  tliat  argument  prevailed.  iVfter  some  tUscussion 
in  that  House,  the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  suc- 
ceecied  in  eflfecting  his  object. 

And  here  it  might  Ix*  proper  to  observe,   that  botweei^ 


1819*  when  die  dutv  dP  Hi\[K-ncc  wiia  iinpiiKttt,  iiml  1H^4>. 
when  it  was  modifiMl,  the  price  (imtfcti-*!  by  that  iluly  of 
fttscpencc  was  not  a  hijch  prici*,  but  a.  prici*  wliich  con- 
tinued to  decline.  From  1819  to  1HS4,  the  |irice  was  coiw 
kCantlv  declining;  but  in  18S5  it  rooe  again;  a»  indeed 
every  article  did  nt  that  pcntx].  In  18!i6,  the  price  w«a 
mice  more  dejire&«ed,  and  it  now  remained  an  low  as  it  waa 
in  1824.  But,  tliougli  it  was  now  deprencd  in  Talur»  an 
vcniipared  with  18S.5»  itx  preficnt  price  wan  cucud^icrablyiiupu- 
rior  to  that  of  1H19.  Wool  which  waft  \U.  per  Uid  in  1819, 
WBs  now  from  S3«.  tu  H  Kn.  per  tod.  The  honourable  meiiw 
Ut  for  C'allington,*  seemed  to  tliink,  tliat  hmg  wool  only 
Iwul  been  subject  hi  the  jenlnus  inlcrfireiice  of  tlic  te^ial^i* 
lure ;  but  he  could  assure  tlie  honourable  member,  that, 
up  to  a  late  (K-riod,  tiie  Aevere  |xrnaltie8  of  the  law  were 
directed  againi^t  fvhort  wool.  The  reason  of  the  immense 
);Towlh  uf  wool  abroad  wa*  ihis : — foreiffncrs  found  tliat 
their  com  was  exchiiled  iumi  thi»  country,  and,  anxioui*  to 
procurv  British  tnanufacturen,  they  aji])licd  thcninelvctt  to 
the  prrxluction  uf  tliat  article  which  they  thought  ihcj 
couhl  mint  readily  exchan^*  for  those  manufactures.  With 
tluit  view,  large  flix:ks  of  iJiecp  were  encouraged  ;  and  there 
waai  at  tins  moment,  four  or  five  times  m«>rc  Merino  wool 
raised  in  Germany^  than  was  ever  licfore  known.  It  waa 
this  cliange  of  syBtein  that  mainly  contributed  to  t\w  dcproft- 
rion  of  the  price  of  short  wool,  l^he  price  of  that  wool 
was  umjuestionably  very  low  at  present.  It  was  low  in 
<»nnpaxL8on  witii  tliat  of  long  >vln>1  ;  but  long  wiiol  now 
opmnuuided  a  price  doubU-  tlu-  amount  of  that  which  it 
fctcbetl  some  years  ago  ;  and  he  thought  that  any  inter- 
ferenct*  %ritb  tlie  duty  now  would  have  the  efiVet  of  depriv- 
ing tJiis  country  of  a  very  considerable  foreign  trade.  In 
\nw*f  «>f  tliis*,  he  wouUl  read  an  extract  from  the  last  letter 
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received  by  ihc  Board  of  Trade  from  Mexico.  It  was 
dat«l  tlie  91st  of  December,  and  crontained  the  following 
paftsogc: — "  The  imports  from  Europe  are  chiefly  confined 
to  silk,  linen,  cotton  and  woollen  maniifacturef.  The  silks 
are  imported  from  France,  ihe  linens  from  Germany — the 
woollens  principally  from  England  and  the  United  States. 
France  also  furnishes  a  coneidcrable  quantity  of  linen. 
Some  branches  of  llie  English  cloth-trade  have  declined,  as 
the  French  are  able  to  undersell  us,  in  consequence  of  tl»e 
cheapness  of  the  raw  material  ;  but  the  English  broad- 
cloths have  a  decided  advantage.  In  tliat  line,  the  French 
cannot  enter  into  a  competition  with  us.*^  Now,  what  would 
be  the  consequence  if  they  increased  the  price  of  that 
species  of  wool  which  entered  into  the  mixture  and  compo- 
sition of  every  sort  of  cloth  ?  Would  they  not  thereby 
deprive  iljemselves  of  the  portion  of  this  foreign  trade 
which  they  now  possessed  ? 

The  facts  which  he  had  stated  were,  he  tliought,  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  impolicy  of  placing  any  additional  duty 
on  wool.  Looking  to  the  price  of  wool  in  1825,  and  at 
present,  the  duty  was  equal  to  twenty  jh-t  cent.  He  recol- 
lected, in  1825,  when  the  Briti&li  merchants  went  "  wool- 
gathering^ in  every  part  of  Europe;  such  was  their 
eagerness  to  purchase  that  commodity,  that  the  manu- 
facturers on  the  continent  not  only  did  not  buy  in  competi- 
tion with  them,  but  they  actually  m\d  to  them  the  wool 
which  they  originally  intended  to  have  maimfactured  them- 
selves. This  he  knew  to  be  a  fact ;  as  he  happened  to  !>c 
on  the  continent  at  that  period  for  u  short  lime-  The 
wool  came  to  this  country  at  double  its  ordinary  price,  and 
it  soon  fell  fifty  per  cent,  below  that  ortlinary  price.  It 
was  in»possible  to  prevent  this  spirit  of  speculation  in  a  free 
country  like  this.  All  they  could  do  was  to  lanteut  a 
system  which  producctl  such  imfuriunatc  results. 
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With  ivs|)ect  to  thf  duty  imposed  on  ihe  importation  oC 
furi'igii  wool  into  Kroniv,  it  wa»  undoubte<Uy  vorv  cims^ 
'derabK',  Tliir  course  was  this — (and  in  explaining  it,  he 
meant  not  to  inquire  whether  it  wa»  n  wiw  KVHteni  or  not) 
heavy  duty  wa»  laid  on  the  wool  imported,  and  an 
lunt  WIS  ojHnied  between  the  officere  of  Govcmnicnt 
and  tiu*  ini|K)rter.  A  drawlucL  greuter  than  the  uniount 
iif  the  dutv  uaj^  jdluweil  tu  the  iin{K>rter,  if  he  proveti 
salUfaetorily  that  he  liai!  rxp^rtcd  wi>ullen  goods  equal  io 
value  Lo  the  ijuantity  of  W(H>t  which  he  hail  imported.  Thin 
ttycteni  niight  an»wtT  in  I'Vnitct* ;  hut  ft  certainly  would  not 
liuit  the  cotii  plica  ted  machinery  nf  the  trade  of  tlu'n  onintry. 
On  the  contrary',  it  woulil  crenle  emHeM  confuMirii  and 
I'nibarraMment.  ^Vhen  they  citnftidered  the  varied  nianu- 
facturc«  of  this  country,  in  wliich  a  little  foreij^n  wool 
wan  mixi^d  with  that  of  Knglinh  j^rowth,  it  mufit  appoar 
inipoHKihlc  that  such  a  Hysleni  could  l)c  adopted  here.  At 
.fbt  same  time,  he  did  not  niean  to  condemn  thot  |>olicy 
Willi  reftpect  to  France.  He  would  remind  the  Houw,  that 
Trance  and  the  Netherlands  were  running  tins  c(»untry  very 
hard,  with  reference  to  woollen  manufactures;  imd,  there. 
fore,  if  heavy  duties  were  laid  on  the  raw  nuterial,  il 
fnnild  Ik*  givin/jj  thost-  countries  a  great  ndvanlnge  over 
England.  It  wam  clear  that  such  u  proceeding  must  injure 
ihe  ((rower,  who  roust,  of  necessity,  sufft-r  if  the  manu- 
fasrturer  could  not  purchase.  It  would  be  the  means  of 
depriving  the  lalnmrer  and  the  industrious  artisan  of  this 
country  of  tliat  employment  and  reinunerution  whiclk  liia 
exertions  deserved.  He  would  tell  those  wlio  were  intv- 
ri'^ttetl  in  the  ouccess  <if  agriettltiire,  tliat  that  syittem  Itc^t 
deserved  tlieir  sup|x>rt  which  gave  Meady,  constant,  and 
full  employment  to  the  laUjurer,  and  whicli  ufl'urtted  him 
good  and  sufficient  wages.  Il  was  with  a  vi«w  to  the 
ItabliAlnnent  uC  that  r<y''teni  that  the  Govemmcitt  wa:»  now 
and,  by  ]>ro]x:rly  fullouing  it  up,  they  would,  he 
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vas  quite  sure,  do  infinitely  more  to  promote  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  country,  than  by  any  artificial  attempt  to  force 
production  beyond  the  fair  limits  of  demand. 


MR.  DAVENPORT'S  MOTION  FOR  A  SELECT  COMMIT- 
TEE ON  THE  DISTRESSED  STATE  OF  THE  COM- 
MERCTAL  AND  INDUSTRTOUS  CLASSES  OF  THE 
COMARTNITY. 

June  14. 

Mr.  Dmvenport  moved,  "  That  a  Select  Committee  Iw  nppointcd 
to  ]D()uire  into  Ihu  Chusm  nf  the  Severe  OixtrcBS  which  has  alfltcted 
the  Commerciul  and  Induftlrious  CImscs  of  the  Comnjunitj',  daring 
the  lul  and  present  yuar."  After  thn  nmtion  had  heen  supported  }\y 
Mr,  Leicester,  Mr.  King:,  Mr.  Fyler,  and  Sir  F.  Burdctt, 

Mr.  HusKiasoN  said,  that  the  motion  waa  for  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  difliculties  which  had 
affi'cted  the  industrious  classes  of  the  community  during 
tliL'  last  and  present  year;  and  in  making  that  motion,  the 
hono\irable  member  had  gone  into  almost  every  topic  of 
political  economy,  which  could  afibnl  matter  for  discus- 
sion there,  or  in  any  other  place ;  and  to  these  topics  each 
gentleman  who  had  successively  addressed  the  House  had 
added  almost  every  other  which  could  by  possibility  engage 
the  attention  of  Parliament. 

One  of  the  subjects  adverted  to  by  the  honourable 
mover  was  the  measure  passed  by  Parliiuuent,  which  went 
to  the  abolition  of  one  and  two-pound  notes.  The  honour- 
able seconder  praised  that  measure ;  but  on  many  other 
points,  the  opinions  of  the  honourable  mover  and  seconder 
were  wide  as  the  poles  asunder.  Another  honourable  gen- 
tleman, spt^king  of  Ireland,  wished  this  committee,  on  the 
14th  day  of  June,  to  inquire  into  the  slate  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Ireland — into  the  relations  between  the  landlord 
atul  teikaut  iu  that  country— -inti^  the  mode  in  which  the 


AKO   1) 


CLASSES. 


Jiuuitard  apprened  th^  tenant.  The  question  of  cnugnr- 
II  iu  bnuicheti,  wtu  iiIao  tu  occupy  tin?  tUtfiuiuu  of 
OuB  coounittce.  Anotker  quettdoo  whicb  was  to  be  sub* 
mittixl  to  it,  on  thin  14th  of  June,  was,  whether  it  wouhl  tie 
ex|Mxiient  to  Mbnndon  the  C'unadiis,  antl  sf|Mratc  them 
firum  llie  duminitm  of  the  Crown.  The  Sinking  Fumi— 
the  Catholic  question — an(l  every  olhtrr  puimitilv  proL'lical 
and  cha>retical  question  that  coulJ  iMX'Up^  the  attenliiiii  of 
Parliament  were  also  to  be  wbuiittod  to  it. 

Nowy  confiidering  the  vtsry  opposite  Ktotcmcnts  of  the 
gentlemen  ulio  haJ  spoken  in  favour  of  tliis  Cumiuittee,  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult,  Iwwever  ilesirnble  it  might 
be,  for  them  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  de<'i»>ion  on  tbe  viuH- 
ous  questions  vrhich  were  to  be  brotiglit  under  their  con- 
oderation. 

He  well  rememl>ere<l  the  period  to  which  the  hiMiourabli^ 
norer  had  alluded,  when  he  (Mr.  Uu^k.i>sou)  wus  reffoiiled 
am  n  wild  theoriHt  and  a  dealer  in  abstract  doctrinen,  on 
aubjectfi  connected  with  the  currency.  In  the  yi'ar  IHH, 
he  wasin  a  very  «iia]l  minority*  which  voted  tluit  the  cur- 
rency was  in  a  state  of  depreciation  ;  and  it  wan  a  little 
iingular,  that  those  who  now  prvsucd  iqnm  tluin  the  miwe- 
ti(  that  deprccialion,  and  who  exj^ijeraLed  Uie 
\'H  had  protluc4,<l  on  the  a*nt  <if  land,  and  un  the  inte- 
feata  of  the  landowner,  were  among  those  who  <lid  not,  at 
that  tirae,  believe  in  the  existence  of  the  evil.  The  rent  of 
land  had  doubled  in  the  lovt  ten  yean* ;  yet  diese  |;entleiueu 
did  not,  in  the  year  IHll,  Ulieve  in  the  diukinution  of  the 
raioe  of  money,  but  deoffuncrd  hini«  ani)  idl  tltow  wlio 
onlateimtl  tlmt  doctrine,  as  vioimiary  tltet>ri!it»(,  nnd  a;* 
mm  altogether  unwurtJiy  of  the  re»|)ect  or  notice  of  the 
public  It  in  certiun,  that  the  men  wim  now  coabidereit 
thOBMelTeti  infallible,  were  nut  ainon^;  thotv  who  percci\e4l 
the  deprecialiou  of  tlie  currency,  which  Ic<l  to  tlw  conbc- 
i|ucncr»  which  had  sinix  cnvucd. 
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The  honourable  mover  was  anvious  that  the  salaries  of 
thos4!  whose  lalwurs  and  talents  were  dcvott'd  to  the  service 
of  the  public,  should  be  reduc^l  to  the  standard  of  179^ 
But  if  a  direct  lax  was  to  be  levied  ujxjn  incomes,  let  it  be 
fairly  applied — let  every  man  be  require*!  to  n>eet  it  accord- 
ing to  the  fair  level  of  his  situation  in  the  country — let  it 
be  levied  equally  and  impartially  upon  every  species  of 
inciinie.  The  honouriibk:  jE^entleman  had  adverted  to  the 
low  auiuunt  of  the  inconies  of  persons  at  that  time  con- 
nected with  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  att  compared  witli  the 
present  Ralaries.  Now,  he  l>elieved  there  was  not  one  of 
the  gentlemen  connected  with  tliat  department,  who  would 
not  be  glad  to  be  placed  in  tlie  hituation  of  tliotte  who  lield 
tiimilar  tiituations  in  179^>  The  fact  woh,  that  altliough 
the  salaries  in  1792  were  small,  the  emoluments  derived 
from  fees,  which  were  now  abolit^hed}  were  ho  considerable, 
that  the  whole  remuneration  greatly  exceeded  the  existing 
Axe<l  salai'ic«. 

With  regard  to  the  motion  now  before  theHouse^  it  wa» 
in  reality  an  attempt  to  renew  the  motion  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ks8ex  in  18S2.  He  liad,  at  that 
time,  explained  at  so  much  length  the  grounds  ujiun  which 
he  opfxised  that  motion,  that  he  shouM  not  trouble  the 
JIousc  with  a  repetition  of  the  lu-guments  which  iie  had 
tlien  used.  If  it  was  wrong  in  18^,  to  de[)art  from  the 
Hystem  by  which  the  currency  was  settled  in  1819,  it  would 
be  much  more  so  to  attempfto  unsettle  tliut  system  in  1827. 
'I'here  was  no  juirt  of  his  public  life  u{>on  which  he  looked 
back  with  more  ftatisfaction,  than  the  occasion  on  which  he 
ha<l  opposed  the  attempt  of  the  honourable  memlK'r  for 
Essex,  to  break  in  upon  the  system  adopted  in  IHII);  by 
which  Parliament  was  pledged  not  to  make  any  idteration 
in  the  fineness,  the  weight,  and  the  denomination  of  the 
currency.  Five  years  had  tlapsed  since  the  House  had 
come  to  tliat  resolution ;  and  they  would  now,  in  his  opinion, 


\k'  ^liltv  of  «Kimothin|^  which  would  nlnxnit  nmtnint  to 
iiimnily,  if  tht'v  wun*  tu  atU'nipt  to  alter  it-  He  tilumld, 
ihcn-fore,  give  hi*  di'ci(li-<l  upp«wTtion  to  a  mulinn,  <if  Hhirh 
the  object  nibfitJiiitially  wns,  lo  intttxhicv  a  [tnul>t  whethor 
riu-liaiiK'tit  oii^it  to  adhere  to  the  Htjindanl  of  cunvncy 
odfiptedin  1819. 

No  measure,  in  fact,  would  create  more  alarm  ihrouglt. 
mit  the  countrv,  thun  oite  whicti  itaggntcd  the  prolmhility 
of  an  uttcmpt,  on  the  jwrt  of  the  leginlaturc,  to  altrr  ihnt 
stundftTil.  It  wa»  a  profioital  Tutal  to  all  thi*  landnuirks  of 
property,  and  calculated  to  ddstrny  all  the  tHvuritios  upon 
wliich  the  tntorehange  of  |irojn'rty  wxi  founded.  If  the 
hcmourablc  baronet,  the  meinl»eT  for  Westminster,  rould 
pcnuadc  the  iriaitufactunn)^  tun}  lubounn/i;  elasites,  thai  In 
proportion  as  corn  was  dear  their  prnj<|)erity  would  incri-ft«e ; 
and)  at  the  mine  time,  persuade  the  ag;rii'ullnriHt>i  that  a 
free  tnule  in  com,  without  any  n*t>trictionii  or  prohibitory 
duty  would  give  them  high  price»i,  he  would  accctmplii^ 
a  very  dc^rable  object,  and  Mve  the  House,  if  not  in  lliis, 

least  in  a  future  neMiun.  a  good  deal  of  U1>oriowi  dis- 

Ksion  on  a  subject  upon  which  all  were  not  likely  to  agree. 

Upon  these  grounds,  be  should  oppose  the  motion  for 
grjing  into  a  committee — a  motion,  in  fact,  whirh  could 
hardly  Ik;  ^eriouuly  nuutc,  nmsidering  the  short  time  which 
waa  Hkely  to  intervene  betwwn  the  prewnt  peritxl  anil  tlu; 
prorogation  of  Parliament ;  and  of  which,  if  the  in<|uiry 
wtTi-  At  this  time  practicable,  the  imly  effeel  wotitd  be  to 
throw  the  whole  country  into  confusion. 

Mr.  DuTrnpiirl,  finillDf;  thai  him  fricitdi)  luul  aupportcni  wvtv  uf 
vpititon  tlml  it  wmtld  he  inclevK  tw  prc*t  the  mution,  bcg^d  lc»vr  to 
wktlidnw  it. 
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CORN    DUTIKS  HILL— THE  DUKE  OF  WELLINGTON'S 
AMKNDMKNT— MR.  HUSKLSSONS  EXPLANATION. 

June  18.  ' 

On  the  1 8t  of  June,  Lb(^  Hdudp  of  Lord^  bcin^  in  a  cunimittce  on  iLc 
Com  Duttpfl  Bil],  the  Hukc  of  WcUin^on  movvd,  ua  an  aniciidnicut, 
*' That  no  Whent  which  shiill  have  been  placed  under  fiand,  t(t  bi» , 
**  MBJest}-,  in  any  «hi|M  or  wrirelKHise.%  after  llio  jia-sitin^  of  ihc  Act, 
*'  aball  be  entered  for  huinc-cuiiKuuiptinn^  from  the  ship  or  H-arehoius« 
■*  In  wbich  such  Wheat  shall  have  been  so  placed  under  bond,  in 
*'  long  as  the  average  price  of  AVheat,  a?  -(fltled  by  virtue  of  Ihi* 
*'  Act,  ttball  l>e  leu!;  than  (i(>s.  per  ipiarter."  The  amendment  waw  op- 
posed by  Lord  Ooderich,  a»  being  at  dir<K;t  variance  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  thf>  bill.  If  adopted,  it  must,  he  said,  lead  (o  the  n'jection 
of  it.  On  D  divufion,  the  numbers  were,  content*  T*^.  not-content* 
7*4  i  leaving  a  uiajorilv  of  four  in  fav<mr  of  the  arneudmcnt.  On  the 
12tii,  thu  report  waa  brought  up  ;  tvbeu,  ou  the  aiuenduieut  being  put, 
the  House  divided;  for  the  aiDcndaient,  133;  against  it,  122;  learing 
a  niHJitritv  of  eleven  uguinsi  tJie  Uill  m  it  stood.  In  cooAci|uenec 
of  which,  on  the  ff>llowing  day.  Lord  Goderich  announced,  that 
after  the  deeision  which  their  lordship?)  had  come  to,  it  wait  not 
ibo  intention  of  mlnintors  to  prupoae  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

On  the  I8lh,  the  Houne  of  Commons  hiiving  resolved  itself  iiito  a 
committee  on  the  Corn  Trade  acts,  Mr.  Western  moved  *  the  repeal 
of  so  much  of  the  Act  of  the  3d  Geo.  1 1 .  cap.  60,  relating  to  the  im- 
portation of  corn,  as  renders  the  provisiona  of  thiwe  Acts  dependent 
on  tlie  admission  of  Foreign  wheat  for  home  conoumptjou,  under  Uie 
provision  of  the  Act  of  the  5()th  of  Geo.  III.  rap.  2(>.*  Upcm  this, 
Mr.  Canning  moved  as  an  amendment,  *•  That  any  sort  of  com,  grain, 
meal,  or  fltnir.  the  produt'e  of  foreign  countries,  and  now  in  ware- 
house in  the  LTniled  Kingdom,  or  which  nmy  be  reported  to  he 
warehoused,  on  or  beibre  the  Ut  of  July  next,  shall  be  admissible 
for  houic  consumption  at  any  time  brfore  the  6r8t  of  May  llSiS, 
upon  payment  of  the  duties  following/'  [These  were  the  duties  im- 
poaed  by  the  Rill  passed  by  the  Commons,  but  not  proceeded  with  by 
the  Lord;*.] 

Mr.  Peel,  afler  exprcKsing  his  intention  to  vote  for  the  amendineat, 
took  occasion  to  obAcrvc,  that  if  any  gentleman  should  think  that  the 
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ameDdment  proposed  and  carried  by  hit  noble  friend,  the  Duke  of 
Wellin^D,  was  connected  with  any  purposes  uf  a  political  nature, 
or  atill  less  vith  any  purposes  of  party  faction,  he  was  satiitfied 
such  an  imprpssion  was  wholly  orroneou-t.  He  believed  his  noble 
friend  had  made  his  proposition  on  a  miM^onntruction  of  what  had 
passed  between  him  and  his  right  honourable  friend,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade.  On  Mr.  Baring^s  statinp;,  that  he 
cvnld  not  conceive  any  thing  more  absurd  in  legislation  than  the 
DoUe  duke*s  amendment,  Mr.  Peel  added,  that  if  ridicule  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  transaction,  it  ei|ual1y  attai-hed  to  his  right  honourable 
finend,  for  the  assent  which  he  had  given  to  a  part  of  the  alteration. 
Upon  which, 

Mr.  HnsxissoN  rose  and  said : — I  have,  Sir,  to  re<iuest 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  in  the  performance  of  a  very 
painful  but  imperative  duty.  I  certainly  could  have 
wished  that  honourable  gentlemen  had  confined  themselves 
strictly  to  the  motion  before  the  House,  and  that  the  dis- 
cussion had  not  taken  the  turn  which  it  has  taken.  My 
rig^t  honourable  friend,  the  member  for  the  TTniversity  of 
Oxford,  has  said  that  all  the  ridicule  and  blame  which  an 
honourable  member  behind  me  has  lavished  upon  the 
amendment  of  my  noble  friend,  attaches  in  on  equal  decree 
to  me  as  it  attaches  to  my  noble  friend.  I  will  tell  my 
right  honourable  friend,  that  however  great  that  ridicule 
may  have  been,  I  would  rather  bear  with  it,  were  it  twenty 
times  as  great  as  it  is  said  to  be,  than  that  the  Amendment 
should  have  received  the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  worked 
all  the  mischief,  all  the  disadvantages,  and  all  the  distress 
which  it  must  inevitably  have  pnxluced.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  I  must  deny  that  any  part  of  that  ridicule  attaches 
to  me.  I  am  answerable  neither  for  the  merits  nor  the  de- 
merits of  that  amendment.  It  has  been  said,  tliat  I  sug- 
gested the  amendment ;  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
noble  duke  has  entirely  mistaken  the  suggestion  which  I 
did  make  to  him ;  and  as  certain  documents  connecteil  with 
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lliis  subject  have  Ikvii  alluded  to  lioth  hero  ami  elsewhcr 
I  hope  the  House  will   allow  uie   to  rea<l  some  extracts, 
which  will  place  the  mutter  in  a  clearer  light  than  it  ha:: 
hitherto  appearetl  in. 

Sir,  at  a  late  hour  on  the  night  of  the  S4th  of  lost  moutll 
on  the  eve  of  the  day  for  which  the  Corn  liill  stood  for 
committal  in  the  House  of  Lords,  1  received  from  my  noble 
friend  a  private  communication,  which    I  will  now  read  to 

the  House. 

"  Lontiun,  May  24,  IS^J. 

"  My  dear  HuAttisson, — 1  hog  you  to  look  ut  the  cnclowd  clou»e, 
and  lei  me  know  whether  you  have  any  olijcctiun  to  its  beinfjf  inserted 
in  the  Com  hill,  after  the  clause  |>cniiittinff  the  entry,  ^^1 

"  In  my  opinion,  it  will  lend  to  diiuinieh  the  apiirc-hensioni  cnte^^H 
taiaed,  that  the  s}-atem  of  warebouaing  may  be  abused  for  the  purpose 
of  facilitation  and  ensuring  the  rcsultft  of  frauds  in  the  averag^ev  ;  and 
will  tend  to  induce  Koiue  to  vote  for  the  liill  uho  would  otlienvi»e  viitc 
against  it. 

"  Let  me  have  your  answer  as  soon  ax  you  can.     Ever  your**,  mo 
sincerely, 

"  Wellinotor,"' 

The  clause  which  my  noble  friend  enclosed  ran  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Provided  always,  that  no  com  shall  be  entered  for  home  eon- 
Eumption  from  any  uTirehousr  in  «ny  port  or  place  in  this  kinp- 
dum,  previous  to  the  entry  for  home  consumption,  or  to  tbe  ex- 
portation of  e**ery  other  portion  or  portions  of  com  previously  lodged 
in  warehouKCf  in  such  port  or  place;  without  the  conticitt  in  uriting, 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  proprietor  of  such  IitAt-mentioned 
com,  so  lon^  as  the  averaf^c  price  of  corn,  within  this  kinf;dom, 
acttlcd  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  less  than  "ids.  a  <juarler." 

To  this  letter  of  my  noble  friend  I  wrote  an  answer  thfl 
same  night,  which  I  believe  my  noble  friend  received  early 
the  next  morning.     In  replying  to  the  letter  which  I  thus 
received,  I  can  assure  the  House  that  I  coniniunicaled  with 
the  noble  duke  iii  the  &atnc  spirit  in  which  one  colleague 
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vould  communicate  with  another ;  for  in  such  relatioa  I 
»iill  supposed  myself  to  stand  with  my  noble  friend,  as  far 
as  that  bill  was  concerned.  I  did  not  even  keep  a  copy  of 
the  letter  which  I  wrote,  and  I  have  to  thank  my  noble 
friend  for  the  copy  of  it  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand. 
This  letter  has  been  the  cause  of  all  the  misapprehension 
which  has  taken  place,  and  I  must  therefore  beg  to  trespass 
on  the  House  by  reading  it : 

"  Sorocrect-place,  May  24,  1827. 

*'  My  dear  Duke, — I  should  certainly  be  disposed  t«  at*<|uic«('i'  in 
any  reasonable  concession,  wbich  would  conciliatp  some  of  tho»c  who 
object  to  the  Corn  bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  without  riftkin^  the  Ioas 
of  the  measure  when  sent  back  to  our  Houxo, 

"  T  caonot  take  upon  niyttelf  to  say,  whether  the  proviso,  which  I 
retnm,  would  be  open  to  this  objection.  On  other  frroundii,  1  am 
afraid  you  would  find  great  practical  difficulties  in  the  execution  of 
the  proposed  measure. 

"  It  would  give,  as  I  understand  it,  the  power  to  any  ont  pro- 
prietor of  foreign  com,  in  any  port,  to  lay  a  veto  upon  the  sale  of 
all  com  warehoused  8ubse<juent  to  his  in  that  port,  until  the  price 
reached  70^. 

"  Tbia  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  one  individual,  by  reserving 
a  quantity,  however  uniall,  of  old  com,  to  stop  any  sale  below  7*^'> 
as  effectually  as  it  could  be  stopped  by  a  positive  prohibition  under 
that  price. 

"  Supposing  this  objection  removed,  how,  at  any  of  the  great  ports, 
can  yoa  hope  to  get  the  consent,  in  writing,  of  ever)'  proprietor  ?  I 
hare  no  doubt,  that  the  com  now  warehoused  in  London  is  the  pro- 
perty of  at  least  five  hundred  firms  or  individuals,  some  living  in 
London,  some  in  different  parts  of  England,  some  abroad.  This  com, 
whilst  in  bond,  is  every  day  changing  hands.  How  can  it  be  satis- 
factorily certified  to  the  Custom-house,  that  ffi/ the  consents  have  been 
obtained;  or  how  is  any  psrty  to  set  about  procuring  them  all,  or  to 
know  when  he  has  accomplished  it? 

"  There  are  other  difficulties  of  detail  which  occur  to  me.  For 
instance,  a  party  who  cannot  fulfil  the  conditions  in  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, may  not  find  any  difficulty  in  doing  so  at  Rochester,  because  of 
corn  previoasly  bonded  at  the  latter  port  there  is  none.  In  that 
case,  the  London  owner  may  either  remove  his  corn  to  Rochester, 
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or  im|K>r1  irenh  corn  from  the  Continent  into  that  port,  and  the  la 
would  lid  (liffei'i'nt  in   diffomit  purtM,  tliougli  pi>»sil>ly  very  near  Ut 
one  another.*" 

I  uiadc  these  objections  in  order  to  show  that  the  proposed 
clause  was  really  not  a  practicable,  and  that  eveti  if  it  had 
been*  it  would  not  be  a  useiiil,  one.  The  letter  concluded 
in  these  words : — • 

'*  Hud  your  pruposal  been,  that  no  corn  Vpnded  q/ier  th^ passiiuf  f, 
the  jtrrsaii  biU  i^hotild  he  aJloirLMl  to  he  entered  for  home  cuoMinip- 
tion  till  the  avcm^e  price  had  readied  6(\r.,  and  that  thrhn^ifrtpard^^ 
all  com  HO  bonded,  or  thereafter  irnported,  ahould  come  tmdn*  fW^H 
r«(rtilationK  of  the  hill,  !oJi\i(1u»*Iy  I  shunM  not  nhjeet  to  »iicii  « 
pruTuo.  It  v-nuld  eoKure  that  tt"  qttmitits  Uy^td  fckfli  hMfl  «>» 
d<»»d  «h(w)d  be;  tlirowu  upon  tbfi  market,  yoleu,  in  ^itc  of  tfm( 
yuttntitjf,  the  price  reot'hed  a  |  Icyol.  why;h  mi^jht  fairly  bo  taken 
&■?  an  intHcntinn  of  cmr  hemf»^  in  want  vt  a  further  wupply  from 
abroad. 

*' But  /  tii/i  'iji'iiiJ  thiti  LC' u  till.'  tihii'ifimtml  icouJt/  fn'i-f'  /ttM/  t'> 

tkeMt,  irnmr  HoHne,     I  remata,  *t.  ''  •^"''  ''r"' 
^  "  W.  linsaissuN." 

'Now,  Sir,  what  T  mcnnt  to  state  was  simply  this, — that^'^j 
irp  to  the  price  of  66*.,  the  com  now  actually  locked  ij|P^^ 
should  haw  a  priority,  hnd  that  htrticeforth  that  awd  all 
other  com  sliould  be  under  the  regulations  of  the' bill, 
had    calculated  that    there    were   five  hundred    thousand 
tiuarters  of  com  in  Ixind ;  whicli  corn  might  be  takiti  as  the'^ 
representative  of  so  much  British  capital,  a  considerable 
portion  of   which    had,  in  all  probability,  been  brough^^H 
here  under  the  authority  of  nicusures  either  already  taken^^ 
or  pledged  to  be  taken,  and    I   therefore  did  think  ihni  it 
was  entitled  to  a  priority,  iip  to  the  price  of  66«.    But  then 
it   was    merely  pTO  har  vice,  and  posscssetl  nothing  nf  a 
character  approximating  to    |x;rmanency.      My   intention 

was  to  give  a  preference  to  this  com,  and  not  to  the  foreign 

com,  as  has  lieen  erroneously  stated.  '^| 

I  shall  presently  pursue  the  correspondence  furtlier,  but^^ 
this  I  must  say, — I  shall  always  Knik  u|>on  it  as  a  matter  of 
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reigret  that  nty  nohle  fn<nKi,  nho  did  tnc*  tlic  bonour 
to  cmiMilt  me  iip<m  ihis  siihjwt,  »o  tnkt-  my  ojimion  on  one 
i*U.use,  anil  tlien,  cuiinitleHnf;  iiiy  ivsmxis  against  that 
rUtifio  to  be  %*n1id  am)  roncliirtive,  dul  not  hcMtate  to 
aliandon  it, — 1  nhaJI,  I  «.iy,  nlw»>'*  |<Mkk  mwrn  ii  as  a  mat- 
ter of  irgrrt,  that  my  iKihlf  friiiitl  ilitl  ivit  ti-It  me  that  he 
had  wu^thi'r  cUuie  to  projnse.  If  uiy  noble  fncnd  had 
*U>De  me  that  favour,  the  niisnpprehetiMon  would  have  Iwcn 
hparvd,  and  my  nolile  friend  uould  have  Xa^n  Mrt  n^t. 
I  eertainly  was  never  ao  laucli  Mirjinaed  aa  when  a  friend 
of  mine — not  a  member  of  the-otth*r  HiHUts— informed  nte, 
on  tbeSd  of  June,  that  the  Duke  of  Weltm^m  had  pro- 
posed a  clanse  bv  way  uf amendment  totlieeorabiU.  and  that 
the  noble  dokc  hod  *tate<l  that  lie  hail  my  »aarti<Mi  fi>r  it. 
The  moment  I  rtveive^l  tliin  tntimalion  I  loAt  no  time  in 
writiag  Co  the  noble  dtike,  telling  hmi  that  I  had  nut  cnly 
bven  totollyi^oram  liut  he  wasguinf;  to  prufxtse  any  clanap, 
but  that,  if  I  was  rij^lly  informetl  of  the  nalttre  of  it,  I  wa« 
totally  oppoMxl  to  IL  In  the  Aanie  letter  I  e%pla)iHHl  Ut 
the  noble  duke  the  »pirit  and  feeling  under  whidi  i  had 
eocDmunicated  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  cUu«e. 

And  now  I  will  ask  my  ri^ht  honourable  friend,  th« 
member  for  the  Univer«ty  of  (Nford,  if  tins  }nr  a  fair  his- 
tory of  I  he  amendment  *if  my  nohle  friend  whieh  now  forntK 
a  put  of  the  bilU  how  it  can  possibly  happen  that  I  can 
ia  the  aligHte»t  degree  be  answerable  for  It, — and  upon 
wlutt  ground  my  right  honourable  friend  can  .-uiy,  that  all 
the  oti^eettons,  and  all  the  ridicule  to  which  this  ainend- 
meut  has  been  Bubjected,  are  ei|unlly  applicable  to  me  as  (o 
the  noble  duke.  My  noble  frimd  niovLtt  hi*  aniondmcnt 
oti  the  1m  of  June,  when  hi.t  own  individual  opinion  might 
ha«tf  been,  that  he  wai  correct  in  citing  my  authority  f4)r 
theclaujc;  but,  on  the  3d  of  June,  my  noble  friend  waa 
pvriectly  awart'  that  he  Ii.-mI  miHttmslnu'd  my  letter.      It 
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must  also  he  rccollcctoti,  that  from  that  time  notiringt  inoiv 
was  done  with  tlif  amt'iKliiii-iit  until  the  I'oIUmiiiy  Thurs- 
day. Now,  seeing  that  the  noble  duke  was  fully  iiifoniied 
that  he  had  in isappreh ended  my  letter,  and  that  the  clauKe 
-wliich  he  hnd  projxwed  would  be  fatal  to  the  bill,  if  he  did 
not  think  it  of  vital  iniiwrtance,  why  tlid  my  noble  friend 
persist  in  going  on  with  it  r"  Why  did  he  press  an  amend- 
ment which  no  hnmnn  being  in  this  House  can  think  any 
thing  but  actual  destruction  to  the  bill  ?  I  can  oidy  say. 
that  whatever  may  have  been  the  reason,  the  individual 
who  is  now  addressing  the  IIouBe  cannot  be  made  charge- 
ftble  with  the  mcftRure.  1  will  not  do  the  noble  duke  the 
injustice  of  taking  the  merit  of  it,  and  I  must  protenl 
against  its  being  fathered  u{x>n  me,  who  had  no  dhore  what- 
ever in  the  matter. 

I  am  sorry  to  trespass  so  long  on  the  time  of  the  I  louse; 
but,  however  inconvenient  it  may  be,  I  beg  to  call  their 
attenticm  to  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  my  noble  friend  on 
hearing  that  he  had  projwsed  his  amendment  in  the  Tfoun? 
of  Lords. 


**  Somersnt-i>lace,  2d  June,  10  a.  m. 

**  My  dear  Duke, —  I  have  thin  momont  h<>urd  with  ^roat  »urpni 
tlml  ill  tiioviiig  an  amendment  last  night  no  ibe  Corn  biU^  you  urjrcc) 
that  nmcndment  ax  haviiif^  been  vo»^ttit-'i  to  by  ine,  uiid  ihni  lo 
prove  uiy  consent  ynu  read  a  private  letter,  which  I  bad  written  to 
yon,  in  answer  to  on«  wfatch  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  yuu 
on  the  24th  ult. 

"  A«  1  did  nut  even  keep  »  copy  of  that  lett«r,  and  a«  your  GnKe 
baa  felt  yourtelf  at  liberty,  without  nny  .^ulMequent  comniunieaiion  of 
any  flort  with  mo,  to  make  \\\\»  fiuliii*:  usv  of  it,  1  feel  it  neceituiry  ta 
request  from  you  a  copy  of  that  letter,  ns  without  it  T  cannot  enter 
upon  that  explanation  of  my  own  conduct,  which  the  une  thai 
been  made  of  my  letter  renders  neccvtary. 
■  "'A*  I  have  only  yet  received  a  very  imjKrfect  rcp>rt  (not  from 
tmy  Pc^r)  uf  what  passed  lost  oiglit  on  your  monng^  the  . 
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mmttt  tUi  ta  not  the  oecMioa  to  make  any  lartber  ol>««nraiioiw  opoo 
tb«  fobject. 

**  I  nuut,  however,  be  alloved  to  lay  th&t,  l>e  tlie  amcDdioent  what 
it  may,  it  hati  not  my  consent ;  and  that  if  my  consent  (an  is  perhaps 
erroneoasly  reported  to  me)  was  urged  in  any  way  u  a  ^ound  for 
presaing^  its  adoption,  I  must  prutent  ngainfit  the  authoHtyof  my  name 
having  been  used  for  that  purpose. 

"  Though  1  cannot  recollect  the  wording  of  my  private  letter,  I 
well  know  the  feelings  with  which  I  wrote  it.  T  considered  it  as 
strictly  privntCt  addreased  to  a  colleague  with  whom  I  had  sat  in 
cabinet  upon  Lord  Liverpool's  Corn  Bill,  who  had  concurred  in  that 
measure,  and  who  was,  therefore,  considered  by  me  as  anxious  for  its 
toceess ;  and  my  recollection  greatly  deceives  me  if  I  did  not  convey 
to  your  Grace,  that  any  amendment,  such  as  I  now  understand  to 
have  been  carried  on  your  proposal,  would  t»e  fatal  to  that  measure. 
1  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  '*  W.  IlrgKissoN." 

On  the  same  day,  I  received  the  following  answer: — 

«  London,  June  2,  1827- 
**  My  dear  Huskisson, — According  to  your  dexire,  I  tend  you  a 
copy  of  your  note  of  the  24th  of  May,  in  answer  to  mine  of  that  date, 
in  which  I  proposed  for  )'oar  consideration  a  clause  to  be  proposed 
to  be  added  to  the  com  bill,  having  for  its  object  to  prevent  the  use 
of  the  warehouse  system  tn  promote  frauds  in  the  proposed  modes  of 
taking  the  averages. 

**  My  object  in  constitting  yon  was  to  obtain  your  opinion  and  sane- 
tion  for  what  I  proposed  to  do ;  and  haring  obtained,  instead  of  yoor 
sanction  to  what  I  proposed,  your  sof^estion  of  another  measure,  i 
adopted  it. 

**  I  showed  your  note,  and  the  claase  which  I  had  drawn  in  coo- 
formity  with  your  suggestion,  to  Lord  Ooderich,  who,  T  erroneoualy 
conceived,  consented  to  what  I  intended  to  propose ;  and  I  stated  the 
contents  only  when  he  stated  his  dissent  from  my  propoaition,  wbieh 
was  in  fact  your  own. 

**  In  respect  to  the  bill  being  thrown  oat  in  consequence  of  this  or 
any  other  alteration,  that  is  a  matter  that  depends  entirely  upon  the 
Ooremment.    Cver  yours,  most  faithftilly, 

"  Wriximotok." 
M  2 


COttN  nUTIRS    BIM 


[June 


It  is  quite  impossible  for  the  committee  not  to  see,  that 
when  the  noble  Duke  lluis  gave  me  clearly  to  luulerstanil 
thttt  the  Amendment  was  mine,  I  could  not  do  otherwise 
tlian  send  him  an  explanation.  I  accordingly  wrote  to  hini 
as  follows  :— 

"  Somei-scl-placc,  Juno  2,  liJCj,  11  o'clock  p.m. 

"  MydenrDuke,— Vour  k'UerwIiicIt  1  receivetl  Uii« evening  makeK 
me  rep'et  extremely  that  you  did  not  aiTord  mc  an  op]K>rtunity  of 
pointing  out  to  yoo,  b«fnre  the  dUruBsion  nf  \nst  tiip^ht,  the  iridp  dif- 
ference betwcpti  what  19  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  24lh  iilt.,  n»  that  to 
which  *  indindually  I  "hoiild  hav«  hul  no  objection,'  and  your  amend- 
ment, which,  trom  mistake,  you  represent  oftbcinirniy  own  propi»itton. 

"The  prupotiitiun  to  which,  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  I  ftstcd  that 
I  should  have  had  no  objection,  was  in  substance  this  : — to  suspend  the 
regulations  of  tlie  present  bill,  in  respect  to  any  foreij^n  wheat  that 
should  be  bonded  after  the  passing  of  the  bill,  until  the  average 
price  had  reached  66.T.,  am]  to  provide,  ihat  ihencrfunrnrH  (i.  e.  after 
the  price  nhould  hive  oHivr  reached  6lIs.J  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
should  lake  effect  in  respect  to  all  sttch  foreign  wheat ;  or,  in  the  words 
of  my  letter,  that  *  it  (unch  foreign  wheal]  should  then  come  umler 
the  reguktions  of  the  bill.' 

**  The  effect  of  your  amendment  is,  that  at  no  time  shatl  the  regula- 
tions nf  the  bill  come  into  operation  in  respect  to  any  foreign  wheat 
bonded  after  the  passing  of  the  bill,  wheoever  the  price  shall  be 
below  Otxv. 

"  My  propositiou  obviously  contemplate*  a  measure*  the  exteol  and 
limit  of  which  are  as  follows: — That  the  wheat  now  in  bond  (up- 
words  of  600»000  quarters)  should  bo  the  only  foreign  wheat  en- 
titled lo  come  into  the  markets  of  this  country,  till  the  price  should 
have  reached  C6*.;  that  this  price  onve  attained,  preference  sliould 
•ease ;  and  that  all  other  foreign  wheat  should  Oivtu'^oru^arH  be 
e<]naUy  entitled  to  come  in  '  under  the  regulations  of  the  biU  * — 
which  regulations  enact  that  it  may  be  taken  out  of  warehouse  at 
ailtimes,  upon  pa\'ment  of  the  duties  ^pecifieil  in  the  schedule. 

"  Your  amendment  is  not  a  pntviAo  pru  line  t'u-r,  qualifying  for  • 
special  purpose,  and,  according  to  all  probftbiUty^  for  a  very  limited 
time,  the  general  regulations  of  tbe  bill :  hut  it  i«  «  ptrmoRmt  enact- 
mmt  directly  contravening  those  regulations. 
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"  Having  Ihud,  X  trust,  made  dear  the  (lifferemro  beiween  your 
aDiendment  and  the  propoiiitinn  ronta'ned  in  mv  letter  nf  (he  34th, 
it  is  only  farther  necessary  for  me  I<»  "tate  the  reason  «'hich  in- 
duced me  to  intimate  to  you,  at  the  cIom?  of  that  letter,  my  appre- 
hension that  the  giving  effect  to  *-uch  a  proposition  would  be  fatal  to 
the  bill. 

*'  I  conceived  that  you  would  think  it  better  not  to  nnk  the  fate  of 
thv  important  measure,  by  proposing  any  amendment,  however  much 
it  might  be  agreeable  to  some  parties,  if  you  vrcre  aware  that  the  oe- 
cessarv  effect  of  its  being  adopted  would  be  to  put  an  end  to  the 
measure  altogether. 

"  The  amendment  which  you  have  csrried  cannot,  I  am  per- 
SQftded,  be  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Commons.  This  )s  not  s 
matter  that  depends  upon  the  Government ;  and  you  must  allow  me 
to  add,  that  were  a  new  bill  to  be  brought  in,  embracing  that  amend- 
ment^ it  would  be  no  longer,  et*fn  in  prinnp/^^  the  measure  agreed  to 
IB  Lord  LiveTpool's  Cabinet,  but  one  of  a  very  different  character. 

"  W.  Hl-8KI880K.'' 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  I  received  one  from  my  noble 
friend,*  lamenting  the  mistake  into  which  he  had  fallen, 

*  The  following  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  Mr.  Huskis- 
son,  tog>ether  with  Mr.  Hnskisson**  answer,  were  read  in  the  House 
of  Lords  by  his  Grace  on  the  25th : — 

"  London,  June  4,  1827. 

**  My  demr  Huskisson, — As  you  say  that  I  misunderstood  the  mean- 
ing of  your  letter  of  the  24th,  t  must  hare  done  so.  But  I  certainly 
never  entertained  a  suspicion  that  I  had  misunderstood  you,  and 
even  now,  after  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  24lh  to  j-ou,  and 
exaauning  your  letter  to  me,  I  cannot  but  think  that  I  should  liare 
sought  oat  for  a  difficulty,  if  I  had  affixed  to  your  letter  the  meaning 
which  yoa  state  that  you  intended  to  convey. 

**  I  stated  to  yoa  an  evil,  permanent  in  its  nature,  resulting  from 
the  operation  of  the  warehouse  system  on  that  of  the  proposed  com 
law;  asd  I  proposed  a  permanent  remedy.  In  answer,  you  stated 
very  good  reasons  against  what  I  had  proposed,  and  you  tell  me,  that 
'  had  my  proposal  been  that  no  com  bonded  after  the  passing  of  the 
present  bill  should  be  allowed  to  be  entered  for  home  consumption  till 
the  average  price  had  reached  66;.,  and  that  thenceforward  all  com 
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and  wiyiog  that  he  couM  only  regret  that  he  found  himself 
bound  in  duty  to  persevere  in  the  course  which  he  Itad 


so  bonded,  or  thereafter  impDrte<l,  should  come  under  the  reflations 
of  the  bill,  indn-idimlly  you  would  not  ohjpct  to  such  a  pronto;'  and 
you  add)  *  1l  (this  proviso)  would  ensure  that  no  quuntily  tioyund  (hat 
now  ia  LK>nd  should  be  thrown  upon  tlie  inarkut.  unless,  iu  spile 
of  that  quantity^  the  price  reached  a  level  which  might  be  fairly 
tnken  as  an  indication  of  our  being  in  want  of  a  further  supply  from 
abroad.* 

**  It  thus  appears,  then,  that  having  stated  t>i  you  a  permanent 
evil,  the  existence  of  which  in  not  denied,  I  iras  to  consider  the  vord 
tIw}Kxf*>rtoitrd  iu  an  unlimited  eense,  but  applicublc  to  time  only,  and 
luivinf;  iiu  refurenct;  to  circuitistances,  uotwillitiUU)din^  what  fultuwcd 
in  the  succeeding  sentence  of  yuur  letter;  ajid  1  was  to  believe  that 
yno  intended  I  should  be  satiNfiud,  auj  that  the  public  should  be  satis* 
fitfd,  with  a  teraporarj'  remedy  for  a  permanent  evil. 

"  However,  1  am  readv  to  admit  that  1  did  nut  underslaud  yuur 
leltrr  as  you  have  now  exptuined  ii,  and  you  may  rely  ujion  it, 
that  if  I  could  have  entertained  any  doubt  respecting  your  meaning, 
that  T  sTioiild  have  ^ona  tu  y'i>u,  or  have  writti^n  to  you  a^in. 

*<  Lord  (fOflerich  must  do  me  the  juitice  to  aekuowledge,  that  I  put 
intu  bts  hand)*  the  proviso  which  [  hiul  drawn,  together  u  ith  your 
letter,  ilc  did  not  at  first  underntand  your  letter,  tind  he  thuu^ht  it 
related  solely  to  com  now  in  bond ;  and  1  betrtrud  him  to  peruse  it 
again.  He  did  so;  and  he  came  to  mu  and  returned  the  papers  wiilt- 
out  saving  a  word.  I  concluded,  therefore,  that  be  concurred  in  the 
proposition,  which  I  certainly  eouiiidercd  as  sng^jfeated  by  you ;  wid 
I  made  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  niude  and 
at  the  time  most  likely  Ui  be  of  service  to  the  Govertiment^  by  pre- 
venting' a  division  on  a  pnipuoilion  of  Lt>rd  Ro4«lyu,  which  had 
for  its  object  tu  lay  the  duty  upon  corn  upon  intruductioti  lui'i  w.trc- 

boufe. 

**  I  shnll   he  Mirry  if  thiN   proviso  tdiouhl   be   iiu.'ouveiiicul  to  the 

(icnernuicnt;  and  I  uiuKt  add,  lliul  if  Lord  lioderirb  bod  exprcMrd 

W  me  u  wi»h  that  1  >bould  delay  to  propose  it  till  oo  tli£  repvrtf 

1  should  have  done  so, 
"  [n  your  U-tivr  of  the  2-ltb,  yuu  s|M>ke  with  (Luubt  whether  tJi« 

measure  proposed  by  you  would  oeea«iou  the  rvjeeliun  uf  tb«;  bill. 
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taken.  I  have  now  discharged  a  very  painful  duty,  which 
I  have  been  called  upon  to  perform,  in  consequence  of  the 

You  write  with  more  confidence  on  that  which  has  In-en  udojiled  hy 
the  Committee  in  the  llonne  of  Lord^  in  your  letter  received  yester- 
day. But  what  do  ynu  say  to  the  amendments  a^^reed  to  by  the 
(tovemment  in  the  House  of  I^rds  ? 

**  Surely  the  omission  of  the  word  (British)  iu  the  aecoad  cUu-te, 
with  a  view  that  Scotch,  Irish,  and  foreiffn  C4>m  may  be  included 
io  the  averag-es,  and  the  alteration  of  the  term  of  the  averj^^ei  from 
one  to  six  weekn,  will  make  a  material  alteration  of  the  dutieiif  and 
nnst  equally  occasion  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 

**  You  will  recollect  my  opinion  upon  the  measure  proponed  hy 
Lord  Lirerpool ;  to  the  principle  of  which,  notwithAtaitdin^  that 
opinion,  I  consider  myself  a  party,  and  I  have  acrordini^ly  sup- 
ported the  Government  in  every  division  that  has  taken  pUei.'  in  tho 
House  of  Lords,  i  don't  consider  the  amendment  as  propo^ted  by 
me  to  be  at  all  contrary  to  the  prtnri|^e  of  Lord  LiverpoopK  meaaurv, 
which  was  to  protect  home  agriculture  by  the  levy  of  a  duty  on  ftt' 
reign  com  imported,  and  to  ref^ulate  this  duty  by  the  price  uf  cum 
in  Eng^land,  disco\-ered  hy  averages  taken  weekly,  and  not  by  six 
weeks*  arera^r*'".  Since  Lord  LircrpooPH  plan  was  fi>ruied  and  afrreed 
Upon,  a  Committee  has  sat  in  the  House  of  Lords,  )>eforc  which  it 
haa  been  proved  that  nothinf^  can  prevent  frauds  in  takinf;  the  ave- 
ngtes,  nor  the  abuse  of  the  existinf^  warehouse  system,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  execution  tho  objects  of  those  frauds. 

**  The  warehouse  system,  then,  must  be  reformed ;  and  as  Lord 
Lhrcrpoors  principle  might  exist  even  if  the  witrehou^u  ttyslem  were 
dkolisbed  in  relation  to  com,  er  under  whatever  modiiicatiuii  it  may 
be  allowed  to  continue,  it  is  no  departure  from  that  principle  to  adopt 
a  moderate  prohibition,  applicable  only  to  com  in  warehouse,  as  the 
aodification. 

"  ]  declare  that  this  impression  is  so  strong  upon  my  mind,  and, 
coosiderinf;  the  subject  in  all  it»  bearings,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
pnnisd  api^ed  to  by  the  House  of  Lords  so  cuniplelely  met  (he  evil,  uud 
wiff  so  just  towards  all  parties,  you  must  have  t-utculated  it  exactly 
Bpon  tho  basis  of  the  price  of  G'2s.  the  im{MTial  t|uaru-r,  and  the  expenses 
of  canning  corn  from  the  wareheuses  in  Holland  to  this  country, 

**  believe  nic,  &c.  ; 

"   WULLIMOTUN."         '>d 

■f(* 

■'n 
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pu])lic  disc'usnion  wliich  has  takon  pUff  o»   uliat  v^'^^'^l 
l>etwcen  ine  nnd  my  nuble  fricud.     I  nill  only  atiil,  that  I  lie 

"  Ettrtham,  Prtworlli,  5th  June  lfi27. 

••  My  dear  Duke,— I  have  wceiwd  bj'  the  post  of  Uiw  morning  your 
IcMcr  of  ye»terd»y*»  date 

•*  1  regT*^*»  '>n  evcr\'  m-coiint,  tint  tho  pri>po(iilti»D  which  I  wished 
to  convi>y  in  my  letter  of  the  :24th  ult.  wnx  m>  itUitcd,  a^  In  Icud  tu 
ymir  Rii«uoder«(anding  my  reul  mesnitt;;;.  Su  liltle  did  I,  hoft>re  U«t 
Hiiturdiiyi  contemplate  any  ri^  of  having  been  nu»apfireheDded>  tbil 
when  I  received  <H'hiUl  in  the  Hc)U<<o  uf  f'lunmons  on  Thunday 
evening)  the  ench>!*ed  turte  frmn  I^ord  (iiiderich,  I  in t mediately 
vent  bim  an  cxphination  from  thence,  to  the  same  cflfeei  as  thi 
which  I  have  Ktnre  given  tu  vou.  I  am  sure,  if  Lord  ftoderiQl|| 
is  referred  to,  that  -lie  >till  du  me  the  Ju-«tice  tn  coofirm  ihiK  »t«(e* 
ment. 

'*  From  the  niomedl  I  waa  informed  that  ysii  eoueidered  your 
amendment  as  originating  in  my  suggestion,  I  was  satisfied  ihst 
ihere  IumI  been  same  im^tMidcrstuDding;  and  at  the  nature  of  it  is 
iHjw  cioared  up,  I  will  sot  .tiv*iil»ie  voo  a  ilh  any  run 1 1*0 venial  argu- 
ment upon -the  true  construction  of  the  words  which  ynu  have  (}uoted 
from  my  letter  of  the  24th.  The  itontencc  (indeed  the  whole  nf  that 
letter)  wasiiaslily  written,  and,  I  admit,  might  have  been  more  clearly 
expressed ;  hut  when,  in  the  lattnr  part  nf  that  sentence,  T  stale 
*  that  the  n-guluLion  to  which  J  aaw  no  objection,  would  ensure  that 
DO  ifiiantitjf  beyond  thai  ««nr  in  bond  should  he  thrown  upon  the 
market,  uolesfl,  in  fpttc  of  i/tat  ^uaiitiijf  ihc  price  reached  a  level 
(namely  G&i.),  which  might  iairly  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  our 
bein^  in  spoirf  t^  m  fiirihtr  m^tljf /r»JO\  iihroad—X  must  avow  zuy- 
*c1f  at  a  Wwn  to  reconcile  the  conHtruction  ■oi  words  which  appear  to 
point  to  this  «ie»ning.— naaiely,  tliai  ihc  specific  quantitj/  now  in 
bond  nhoiild  be  protected  against  competition  with  any  further  supply 
from  abroad,  until  the  avemgn  ipricc  at  home  shall  have  reschcd  G&l» 
vUh  your  pnonso,  which  leaves  the  aupply  imva  abroad  ^ec  at  nU 
tiftWM  to  come  into  t}ie  British  market,  without  reference  to  uiy 
average  price;  whilst  k  locks  up  am'  wheat  wikich  may  hereafter  be 
bonded  in  this  country,  up  lo  the  oame  price  as  that  at  which  it ' 
the  drift  of  my  prn|Hr<tition  to  keep  foreign  wheat  locked  up  in  the 
rrttrrJifiiiMW  af>i'<Ki^,  tintjl  l-iic  qu<vUitjf  mow  in  our  irnrehonwi  had  been 
4i«pmed  of. 
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hi^h  respect  which  I  cMit^rtoin  for  my  iH>ble  friend,  an«1 
the  uuiiy  periionul  uiti  nf  kiuttheaun  whkh  1  have  receivcil 
at  bill  handa,  prevent  the  existence  of  any  uther  feeling  on 
my  part  than  that  of  Tariaaoo  of  opinion  with  my  noble 

**  How  then  could  your  BmcDdinent  and  mr  toirgeittaB  b«  coo* 
tertible  prvpuAiliou«  ' 

**  Tti^  rral  iniih  i;  tbst  what  wa«  uppennoat  in  my  mind  mhfn 
1  Uirew  out  this  kupgrfttkrn,  »«»  tin  ''net  whirh  roifrlil  ariMr 

from  letpD^  ioio  canKiinipiinn  UtTH-  , ;      ■■  "f  wln'at,  heiraflrr  to 

Ifiiw*  until  tbr  f^mCctt  part  of  the  qiiantitv  note  in  btmd  aboald  bav* 
brrti  dUptMvd  of.  The  tiniiling  the  tiuppiv,  in  the  Ar>t  Inatanrr,  to 
the  n*j*c  hfjtuird  rum,  wai  ■  (|urtti(ni  nhich  liad  brrn  tntiatrd  j» 
the  CahinPl,  if  I  m-ullcct  right,  by  Lord  WmtmorlMnd.  I  own 
I  thought  (a*  !  undfrKtnml  him  to  think)  that,  whh'tn  cMlatn  limita, 
there  were  rvaMin*  for  fri»'in)f  priority  to  that  crtm,  lipfore  we 
nuffrred  frt^b  4upplie«  to  i*ome  into  the  market  fruiu  furfisn  (■(Kin- 
trie* — fco  nrraii^t^iiipnt  teni|>«»rary  in  it«  nattirr.  but  in  it»  nptrratian, 
Ij  ibi)  bt .  i)m-  V I  ry  rererae  of  what  yuur  atneadaient  oonleinplate*  M 

apf^^anfiit  iiy»tcin. 

'*  You  will,  therefore,  perceive,  that  in  writing  the  unliir-liy  parm- 
^raph,  whirb  i«  the  origin  of  all  thii  rnnfiminn,  I  wan  nn  lnn|^r 
ihinktng  at  the  *  permanent  evit,'  y(mr  prop(><»i«d  rrmr^v  Utr  which  I 
had  diftcuaaed  in  the  former  part  of  my  letter. 

**  HaviflK  ^*^  copy  of  the  oom  hill  with   uie   here,  I   am  t)uile  in- 
able  of  forming  any  opinion  a*  to  the  efTeetof  the  omifwion  of  the 
*Bril»b'  in  th«   •ecnnd  f1au*e  of  (he  hill,  an  amendment  of 

deh  1  WM  not  aware  till  T  received  your  letter  thit  morning. 

*'  I  ahall,  for  many  reaionj,  be  forry  if  thia  bill  ahould  be  loat,  and 
nothing  done  in  re^pert  to  oar  com  lawn  in  the  present  aesiinn  of  Par* 
liament.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  hil!,  or  however  pro- 
dttMd,  T  aner  for  a  moment  can  doubt,  that  in  the  part  which  you 
bai'*  takeni^  your  anxinuK  object  ha*  been  to  render  the  propomid  mea- 
•ore  a*  free  fnmt  tilijoction  %»  the  nature  of  the  »u1>jri*t,  dealiog  with 
aneh  compticatcd  InlerpAtJi,  and  through  xoch  a  rarietv  of  tranaac- 
^ima,  will  adaiit.  I  remain,  my  dear  Duke  of  Wellington,  ever 
fatlhfnlly  your**^ 

"  W.  Huaaiatoit." 

"  tlia  Grace  the  Duke  of  WelliDglon,  Sec.  &c/* 


170 


COEK    DITTIES    BILL— 


[.Imte 


t'riciict  upon  this  |)uiut.     I  trust  tlmt  nodiing  cW  exisU  < 
hia  port. 

Ill  will  now.  Sir,  makti  a  few  observalionft  on  the  projx)- 
sitions  before  the  coiiiuiittL>e.  I  slwulil  nuvcr  have  cxpcctixl 
tlmt  a  pro]K>&ition  sucli  OvS  the  honouruiilc  niciiibcr  op|»- 
site  has  made  would  have  come  from  that  quart^^r.  TIic 
House  h  now  called  u\xit\  to  negative  all  tlic  preceding  vole^ 
of  the  session,  and  to  di&claiin  their  own  consisteiiry.  Surely 
the  honourable  member  mut^t  be  aware,  that  the  rule  re8[K*ct- 
iDg  trade  in  foreign  com  is,  that  it  should  be  admitted  under 
certain  occasional  regulations  and  prohibitions.  The  honour- 
able menil  >er,  however,  secma  iucHned  to  make  prohibition  the 
rule,  and  importation  merely  occasional.  The  honourable 
member  for  K&sex  seems  to  think  that  TOtf,  a  quarter  iM^| 
fair  price  for  corn  free  of  tiuty.  Hut  has  the  houourabl^^ 
member  so  far  forgotten  the  views  which  theilouw;  lias  so 
liitcly  expressetl  upon  the  subject,  as  seriously  to  say  that 
up  to  70«.  there  shall  not  be  one  groin  of  foreign  com 
admitted?  The  honoiiroblc  member  seems,  indeed,  to  ima- 
gine, lliat  the  House  has  completely  lost  sight  of  a  Mstem 
founded  on  prohibition,  and  has  detemiined  to  adopt  a 
more  liberal  system  than  tlie  law  of  1815  allowetl  them  to 
adopt.  That  law  never  came  into  full  f<jrce  except  in  the 
years  IBIG  and  1819)  and  such  were  its  effects  at  those 
[jeriodt^,  that  general  condemnation  and  reprobation  were  felt 
throughout  the  country,  both  by  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  interchts.  Tlielionourable  Mieml)er  ap|K-itrs 
to  think  it  quite  consistent  with  tlie  previous  opinion  given 
by  a  majority  of  memlK-rs  in  tliis  House,  that  70s.  ought 
to  be  tlie  ))ricu  ut  wliich  wlieat  miglu  come  in  at  a  duty  of 
17ff*  He  ])roposes  as  u  safe  mode  of  legislation,  to  lock 
up  all  corn  in  bond,  and  not  to  permit  it  to  l>e  imported 
TILL  the  price  reaches  70#.,  and  this  he  proposes  at  a 
period  wheu  Uiis  Houao  has  so  lately  {lasscd  a 
in    which    GS2«.    was     stated    as    a    remunerating    priceJ 
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ThoiT  is  Sir,  iwK>th(*r  jK«nl  to  »hi**h  I  wish  to  refer. 
The  Kunoiiiui)!!.'  tncinix-T,  mi  IuUt  than  ThurMiay  b»t, 
iitaCcd,  when  dveliifi)^  on  the  Kubjcct  of  the  currency,  Ouit 
60#,  of  the  prpiL*nt  day  was  equivalent  to  80^.  of  thr  year 
1H15.  In  this  iTpinion  I  fev}  diApnaed  to  agrrr;  but  I  ask 
the  hciiK>unil)le  inrmlKT  if  6(h.  of  Uic year  1M15  Uc'qual 
to  80c.  now,  what  tltm  is  hiit  pn»|xisal  of  70«.  ?  Why  il  b 
equal  by  his  uwti  ii1k)m  iuj^  lo  95^.  of  tite  year  1815.  So 
that  htii  prtjpofritinii  amuuntfl  lo  tJiin — that  95».  b  the 
pric^  at  which  00m  may  be  odniitted;  with  thin difTcraicc, 
however,  that  the  law  of  1815  admitted  foreign  com  froe 
iluty,  and  now.  at  n  pritv  of  f)5*M  (t  duty  of  25*.  In 
rgt-ablc  u{>uti  it.  The  hotiimrabic  gcntUnuui,  in  order 
to  be  cuDttitcDt,  ought  to  have  tiioiuy  as  cheap  aji  it  waa 
m  1815,  and  then  corn  would  be  at  the  ruuiie  \mce  that 
it  bore  prior  to  that  year.  I  ain  warrnntctl  in  Ktoting, 
fnmi  piut  experit'Oce,  that  the  renewul  of  the  law  of 
1815  would  Ginvni  an  undue  flow  of  oom  into  the 
cininiry.  The  honourable  meinlv*T  niur*t  fwrceive  that  the 
|>rtce  4if  H(U.  can  no  lunger  t)e  MiHtainei) ;  and  lie  must 
aI«o  flee,  that  to  altrr  the  pre«cnt  hill,  nnd  ttulMtitute  tliv 
price  of  70«M  woidd  l>e  to  make  the  mea»ure  altogether 
nugntory*  K  you  ado|»t  tlic-  yiritv  of  70«.  you  adopt  that 
price  which  might  corne  into  ofieraLicm  under  circuuifetanccB 
of  great  premure,  when  the  failure  of  the  harvest  in  this 
cfKintry  wtndd  render  foreign  iu)|xirtatiuo  nrn  fmiarj .  and 
I  have  alrendy  thnwn  that  7<**.  then  wjw  equal  tolW*.  now. 
Dot's  the  Itononniltle  lueudn'r  for  E»»fe\  mean,  by  thi« 
-VloMUrv,  to  call  into  iK'tlim  the  i^yntein  of  averagvn,  or 
doca  hv  think  it  a  matter  of  indidereiice  to  tlie  country 
nt  large  that  foreign  com  hhcHild  be  shut  out  for  thrw 
Runt(li9  longer  f  A»  a  clviice  of  eviU  1  distinctly  preCn* 
the  price  i»f  80*.  to  the  pricv  mentioni'd  by  the  hootrtimhlt- 
uteiulxT  for  Hs.-«ex,  K'utttJ-ic  the  fonnor  price  i»,  in  |Kiiai  of 
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fact,  tantamount  to  a  prohibition,  and  biv^iuse,  under  the 
u|)orutiunb  of  ihnt  law,  the  system  of  nvcragcs  could  have 
no  mischievous  effect,  and  would  in  fact  be  a  dead  letter. 
I  pcrfcctlv  apive  with  my  right  honourahle  friend,  the 
member  for  the  Utiivcrsity  of  Oxford,  that  it  would  indeed 
be  u  very  great  misfortune  if  tlie  country  were  to  remain 
for  an  indefinite  i»eriod  without  any  measure  I>eing  decided 
ii|x>n  with  regard  to  the  important  question  now  before 
the  House.  The  evils  which  its  protraction  will  create, 
will  not  only  be  felt  by  the  great  majority  of  the  j>eople, 
but  the  agricultural  clasises  will  also  feel  deeply  the  mis- 
fortune of  delay,  by  which  they  are  preeUided  from  carry- 
ing into  operation  tlie  several  agreements  into  which 
landlord  and  tenant  had  entered  to  meet  the  new  state  of 
things,  and  all  of  which  will  necessarily  remain  unsettled 
by  the  stAte  in  which  this  law  is  left. 

I  feel,  Sir,  the  misfortune  of  this  delay  the  more,  when  I 
reflect  mi  the  late  period  of  tlie  session  at  which  a  remedy 
is  proposed;  and  when  my  right  honourable  friend  says 
lliai  it  would  l>e  better  that  tlie  House  should  sit  till  the 
end  of  July,  in  order  to  pass  some  measure  of  relief,  I 
agree  witli  him  lliat  it  would  be  lietter  to  do  so,  if  by  pro- 
tracting the  session  I  could  hope  for  such  a  result.  My 
right  honourable  friend  says,  he  wishes  to  see  the  bill  with 
its  amendments  passed  into  a  law.  In  answer  to  whicb 
I  can  only  assure  lum,  tliat  if  he  will  undertake  to  carry 
through  a  measure  simitar  to  that  which  has  been  rendered 
gseless  by  the  introduction  of  tlie  noble  duku's  amendment, 
then  my  right  honourable  friend  may  be  sure  of  my  sup- 
port. Hut  the  amendment  proposed  by  my  right  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  fanning)  could  have  been  proposed  else- 
where ;  and  I  oum  I  feel  rather  surprised  tliat  a  noble 
friend  of  mine,  lately  a  colleague,*  has  not  propo«e<l  8U<^ 

*  Rurl  Bathurst. 
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a  clause.     RcallVf  Sir,  aftor  so  much  dii^cusvsiijn,  w  much 
deliberation  onJ  (Iclny,   I  can  n.v  nu  ilmucf  whiitcvcr  of 
pudng  any  hill,  uDlew  tlie  Houu*  be  prepared  ao  for  u» 
compromise  its  tuitiitifttency,  and  «tultify  iu  awn  acU,  ilh  (u 
adopt  an  aiUL-ndaifnt  which  will  have  thcofTi-ct  of  estahliiJi* 
ing  warehoui*s  in  foreign  jwirts,  and  t*\[Kit*e  the  com  in- 
Itcnded  for  thi-  Dritiiih  market  to  all  the  tuunrd  of  fluc^unliDg 
riecs,  and  all  the  iniiiediniitits  which   Kon-i^   Powlts^  at 
tariaoce  with  this  country^  would  he  sure  to  ihmw  in  our 
ray.     At  no  tiou'  oould  vo  adopt  ^uch  a  meanurc,  ami 
[therefore  I  shall  give  my  supiKtrt  to  the  Rnieodmont  of  my 
iTlght  honourable  friend,  for  I  feel  that  to  introduce  a  mea- 
[sure  of  a  pennaneut  nature  would   tie  to  HuUjecl  it  to  the 
(£ite  which  has  Attended  the  hill  in  the  otlter  Houite.    Ami 
|lk>w  caa  X    possibly   fhup(x>«e   otherwise,     when   1    retiect 
[that  the  noble  duke  ^ve  the  measure  hjs  winction  when  it 
fww  first  intnKluced,  and  oppu»e<I  it  in  a  sub»etjuent  ^tage, 
I  luitwiihHtanding  the  masterly  reply  to  his  objections  which 
[  was  made  by  a  noble   friend,*   and    which   met  no  <ilher 
I  answer  than  this— "  Here  is  our  amendment ;  we  know  it 
I M  fatal  to  the  bill,  and  therefore  we  are  determined  to  carry 
^U."     Would    it  not,    therefore,   be   merely    ex  poring  the 
House  to  a  ainiilar  result^  if  any  other  than   a  mere  tcnu 
I  porary    measure   were    now    pniponed  I*     It    in   then    ntlli 
I  regret  I  confess  that  a  bill  similar  to  that  which  has  been 
rendered    abortive    cannot   l)e   a)!;ain    iiitrLKluced,— «   hill, 
vhich  was  carried  through  this  lioum*  with  u  triumplumt 
majoiityy   the   etffeet»  of  which  would   mkmi  have  ttpreod 
throughout  tlie  empire,  lulling  irritatitm  and  angry  feeling 
wherever  they  existed,  and  which  for  years  |»«st  hnve  pre- 
taiieil  in  liociety,  in  L-onaetiueuce  of  the  unsettletl  state  of 
thi»  qucAtion, — a   bill  which  liad  awakened  the  ho[MMof 
wlium  it  was  uitendeil  to  relieve,  and  wluch,  if  it  pott- 
no  other  merit,  would  at  lea«t   have  reiU'emed  the 
'  Lord  <tM(li')irli 
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chBrocter  uf  the  lamlctl  iiitcrc^t  fmni  tlie  ini)iiitiitinn  that? 
fmni  the  year  1815  to  tlie  present  pLTiin]*   they  had  shut 
Uietr  eyes  and  ears  to  the  distresses  of  their  felluw  country- 
men.    Tlmt  IhII  has  l)cen  lost  to  tlic  country,  nnd  I  cannot 
but  regret  dee])ly  that  such  has  liecn  its  late. 

There  itt,  Sir,  one  other  topic  on  which  I  am  anxious  tu 
make  a  few  remarks.  It  has,  I  understand,  been  quoted 
against  me,  that  I  hold  the  opinion,  that  Kngland  ought 
not  to  depend,  tiio  largely  and  too  frequently,  on  other 
countries  for  its  supply  of  com.  I  maintained  that  doc- 
trine in  1815.  I  maintain  it  now.  I  think  that  nothing 
can  be  so  dangerous  to  this  country  as  such  a  reliance 
on  foreign  countries  for  their  supplies  of  com  ;  but  I  can 
conceive  a  state  of  things  which  might  be  attended  wiUi  tlic 
most  dangerous  consequences,  if  such  a  bill  as  tlie  one  whicli 
has  been  passed  by  this  House  does  not  exist. 

I  liopc  I  have  now  stated  my  reasons  fairly.  My  object 
is  to  restore  the  com  law  to  what  it  wa^  in  1773.  I  am 
anxious  to  make  this  country  independent  of  foreigner>i, 
conuncrciully  as  well  us  politically  ;  for  the  committee  niuy 
rest  asmred,  that  so  long  as  it  is  the  interest  of  foreigners 
to  produce  distress  in  this  countrj*,  and  create  political 
discomfiture,  so  long  will  they  be  increasing  in  tlieir  eiibrts 
to  do  BO.  It  is  l>ecause  I  value  tiie  independence  of  the 
country,  and  not  that  I  wish  to  undermine  it,  that  I  s\ip- 
porteil  the  bill,  the  lofs  of  which  is  so  generally  deplored. 
Witii  respect  to  a  letter  of  mine,  to  which  allusion  ha» 
been  made,  I  disclaim  the  compliments  which  have  been 
\md  to  it.  All  I  will  now  say  of  it  io*  tliat  it  was 
written  to  point  out  the  manifold  im]X)licy  and  danger 
of  allowing  this  eoiuitry  to  remain  in  a  state  of  hahitual 
dependence  on  others  for  her  supply  of  com.  JWing 
myself  the  party  who,  as  a  private  memlx'r  of  ]xirlin- 
ment,  proposed  in  1814  a  graduated  scale"  of  prohibitory 
•  Hpc  Vol.  til. 
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dutieft,  which  ncale  was  afterwards  matured  by  the  wisdtNn 
and  experience  of  Ijord  Liverpool,  it  in  not  likely  that  I 
diould  recommend  a  principle  utterly  inconsistent  with  that 
mggestion.  That  principle  of  averages  forms  the  basis  of  tl>c 
very  measure,  the  loss  of  which  I  shall  always  lament,  and 
which  I  hope,  early  in  the  next  session,  this  a.s  well  as  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  will  have  the  wisthmi  to  rc|)air. 

The  committee  divided:  For  Mr.  Wwlem's  nrnHion,  52;  fiir  Mr. 
Csnntn^*»  Bmendraent,  238. 


BATTLE  OF  NAVARTN. 

Mr.  Hofahoase  moved,  "  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  he  ^ven  to 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  Edward  Codringlfln,  Coiuminder-in-C'hicf  of  hiti 
Majesty's  8hips  and  VcsAets  in  the  Meditt<rranean,  for  hit  ahic  and 
^lant  conduct  in  the  successful  and  decisive  Action  with  the  Turkish 
Fleet  in  the  Bay  of  Navartn,  on  the  20th  of  Octohcr  last."  After  (ho 
motion  had  been  opposed  by  Mr.  Bsnkes, 

Mr.  Secretary  Huskisbon  rose.  He  began  by  declaring, 
himadf  disappointed    with  the  speccli  of   the  honourable 

*  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Duke  of  U'cllin^ton's  adminis- 
tration. 

Cabinet  Ministers. 

Earl  Bathunt    » Lord  Prefiident  of  the  Council. 

Lord  Lyndhurst Lord  Chiuu-cllor. 

Lord  Ellenboroujjh  Lord  I*ri\y  Seal. 

The  Duke  of  Wellinglon    First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Right  Hod.  Henry  Goulbum  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

o-  -    ti        »  u  -^  D    1  r  Secretary  of  State  for  the   Home 

Rieht  Hon.  Robert  Peel I      ,^        ^ 

^  l      Department. 

„,,_-.,  r  Secrt'tarv    of    State    for    Foreiirn 

Earl  of  Dudley l       »«-  •  ' 

■'  X      Affairs. 

D-  t.  «        \irii-       11     I  •  f  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Depart- 

Richt  Hon.  Willi&m  Huskisson  I  \  ..,  »  ..     ^  i     ■ 

t      nient  of  U  ar  and  the  (yoUtnies. 
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member  who  spoke  last.  He  was  at  all  times  unwilling  in 
ai\<\rv»»  the  House  iinnceessarily,  and  he  hnU  tlierefot* 
fondlv  anticipated  tliat  the  restdt  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's speech  would  Iw  the  ^ving  of  a  conclusive  arj^u- 
iiwnt  against  the  niotini),  and  would  tliereby  render  it  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  tresjniHs  on  their  patience.  But  he  was 
sorry  to  nay  that  he  had  not  heard  from  the  honotrrable 
member  one  word  which  appeared  to  him  to  Itear  upon  the 
question  before  the  House.  The  honourable  member  had 
been  pleased,  in  a  manner  whieii  was  not,  he  thoiighti 
altogether   consistent   with   the  usual    courtesy  of  parlia- 


ViflCODfil  Melville... rre»idcnl  of  (he  B4tar(l  of  Control. 

Ear!  of  Aberawo^ |  CtiancflW  of  the  l>u«hy  of  Un- 

L      L- aster. 

Right  lion.  Charles  <;r»nl  „.„.  /  Trcwurer  of  the  Naty,  and  Pr.- 

°  I      indent  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Viiccrant  PDlmentun  .i.. ...«.,., ^Secrrtaiy  at  War. 
Right  Hon.  J.  C.  I!errii»«,...«,^M»«tor  of  tbe  Miat 

AfA  qf  the  CaHuH. 

H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  ClBrrnce...Lord  Hi^^h  Admiral 

ViacQout  Beresford  ,„...«....«.«.Maaler-fieneraI  of  thtt  Ordnauo*. 

_fc.   .     ,,        >-,.      I       .11  f  Finil  ConnuiMioner  of  W«iod»  Hiui 

Riffht  U«n.  Cburles  Ar)mthn<tt    f      » 

J.  Plauta,  Enq „.^ «...  1  ,  .        ,    .     ™ 

O.  R.  l>.w,<,„,  E«, }secr...r.»  of  IheTrc^un. 

Rt.  Hod.  W.  Vefccy  Kitz  Gerald. ..raymasWr  of  the  Forces. 
Duke  of  Monchetiler  Fu!iiiii)i'<tt'r  (ieovral. 

„.  .    „       ,„  „ r  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of 

Right  Hon.  T.  Frsnlcland  Leww  |      Trade 

Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Lrach,,,M,,.»MiV8(er  of  the  Rtdb*. 
Right  Hon.  Launcetot  Shudwrtl  ...Vii-e-rhuncellor. 

Sir  Charles  Wethtrell Aitnrney-flenerul. 

SirN.  C.  Tindal Soticilor-fiencnl.  '■" 

Ministnf  qf  frrftrrtd.  " 

Marquis  of  Anglesey „...L<)rd  Lleatcnant. 

Sir  Anthony  Hart ^Lord  Chinceilor. 

Right  Hon.  W.  Lanih,„, Chief  Secretary.  ,| 
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iDcntory  peoeatdmtgh  to  eater  into  a  discussion  upon  iht 
menu  ct  our  iotcreotino  with  France  muil  Ku8i»im  uid 
the  diflmnt  steps  takeii  at  variotu  periixU,  with  a  view 
to  ihr  pacification  ofGrcrcp.  Now,  he  really  ihouf^ht  that, 
aXier  the  House  had  Itetn  tulti  bv  the  MinittiTA  nf  the 
Crown  the  re«aon«  which  iKvclucietl  t\n.tn — very  rcluc- 
tanll/ — from  ^ivin^  tii  the  Houae  the  iaibniialiLtu  which 
g9wUl  tthKifitiitble  Parlianieiit  to  come  tna  jaitt  ooodlMM 
lA  tUk!  ftubject^  it  would  liave  Iwcn  tnnrv  fair  ami  rfiewleni 
to  have  adlK'reU  to  the  line  very  properly  chalked  out  by 
the  honourable  oiemher  for  Westminster — to  have  waved 
the  consideration  nf  the  policy  of  the  tnaly,  and  tn  hnv*- 
oonhned  hi&attcutioii  uricUy  to  the  nuitton  which,  hv  euuld 
not  avoid  navin^i  had  been  so  imliiKrreetly  brought  before 
ihem. 

His  honourable  friend  had  Miid,  thnt  the  object  of  the 
treaty,  ^  Ik-  rvad  it,  wab  tutidJy  diSvrcut  from  that  of  the 
pnrtoeol  which  was  <ngneti  at  St.  PeterRlHirRh  in  April, 
1826.  N'ciw  he  utterly  denin)  thnt  position.  It  wasnc*crs- 
aary  to  look  botli  to  ijie  trcuty  and  to  the  protocol  for  the 
ol^ecCs  of  the  fmrtiefl  to  them,  and  the  motivec  which  in- 
AUnd  the  proceedings  they  had  adopted.  In  both  docu- 
snenta  the  objet*tft  which  the  contracting  parties  profescod 
to  have  in  view,  and  which  tiiey  pledged  theinwlvM  to 
efiect,  wer?  the  reconciliation  of  the  Porte  with  Greece^ 
and  the  pacification  of  the  Levant.  Thcsi*  were  the  ol>jccla 
which  werebriHight  prominently  ftjrward.  His  honourable 
friend  liad  talked  of  fmiid,  conspiracy^  trick,  and  violence; 
Imt  lie  certainly  could  uol  have  read  the  treaty  of  the  6th 
of  July  attentively,  if  he  hml  not  found  thnt  it  wns  framed 
with  the  view  of  rv-establi»lung  peace  iK^twci'u  tin*  contend- 
ing parties,  by  means  of  an  arrangement  which  \va»  caUe<l 
for  aa  much  by  huuuuiity,  ai  by  the  inlerest  of  the  rv|M»t)e 
u{  Europe.      The  first  article  stated,  "  The   contracting 
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jjowcrs  will  oficr  to  the  Oitoiimn  Porte  tlieir  inediatioa, 
with  the  view  of  bringing  about  a  refonoiliiUioTi  bttween  it 
and  the  Greekn.'^  It  could  not,  it  appeared  to  hira,  be 
(loubtetU  that  the  object  of  thv  contracting  power*  through- 
out wa-s  tht'  goriL'ral  prose  r\' a  lion  of  the  tnuxpiiUily  <rf 
Europe,  and  the  reconciliation  of  the  Porte  with  Greece. 
His  honourable  friend  might  (pianvl  with  the  means  adopted 
to  carry  the  treaty  into  eflect.  That  point  he  \vould  not 
now  discuss;  but  to  the  assertion^  that  the  object  of  the 
treaty  was  not  one  of  conciliation,  he  ^ve  a  most  un- 
qualified denial. 

He  would  not  attempt  to  follow  his  lionouruble  friend 
throu<;h  the  arguments  which  be  ha<l  ruisctl  on  thi&  most 
complicated  question.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  state, 
that  for  seven  years  tlit^  peace  of  Euro|)e  had  been  placed 
in  jeopardy  by  u  war  whicli,  if  continued,  could  end  in 
nothing  buttheextemiinationof  oneof  the  parties;  and  that 
a  state  of  things  existed  which,  when  his  honourable  friend 
cume  to  know  all  the  proceedings  of  the  allied  courts,  he 
would  lie  sutisHed,  if  not  put  down,  would  interrupt  the  ge- 
neral tranquillity  of  Europe,  which  it  waa  the  object  of  this 
country  |>articularly  to  preser\e,  and  which,  if  once  bntken, 
might  lead  to  the  m<»st  fearful  and  extenHive  coniA'qucnceii. 
His  honourable  friend  had  expressed  his  surprise,  how 
those  who  pretendwl  to  l>e  the  disciples  of  Mr.  Pitt,  could 
sup|)ose  that  they  were  promoting  the  intere>it»  uf  England, 
by  venturing  iqx>n  such  an  interference  with  thi-  internal 
ebncems  of  an  independent  nation,  as  the  world  had  seen  in 
the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  Jidy.  Now  he  professed  himself 
to  he  one  of  tho5e  humble  individuals  who  look  a  pride  in 
adopting  the  policy  of  that  great  master  mind  ;  and  be 
said,  (hat  the  policy  of  this  country,  not  only  during  tJie 
time  of  Mr.  Pitt,  but  also  during  the  time  of  Mr.  Fox, 
and  indeefl  during  the  time  of  oil  the  distinguished  states- 
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1MB  who  bail  tlinected  iu  caun:«U,  with  reference  to  iu 
inicreato  beii^  coonectMl  yfixh  the  genvral  pvace  and  tran- 
quillity of  EuropTf  wBA  ttot  to  interfere  imnwfMtrily  with 
the  (ioroestic  concerns  of  olbur  naticmit,  liut  cortainljr  not  to 
withhold  our  interference,  wlicuevL-r  it  became  ncvcaaaiy, 
Iu  r««fttabliHh  the  puce  and  harmoDy  of  the  world,  and 
to  leatore  a  good  imderatiuKlinf;  among  contcuding  powtm. 
It  was  DO  departure  front  (he  law  of  nations,  hut  a  mund 
appKcation  of  it»  pfiitcipie,  to  interpuae  under  such  cir- 
cnxnstancet,  whatever  the  honourable  meniber  for  Donwt* 
lUre  might  urge  to  the  conlrtry. 

*  His  boQourBble  frieml  bad  (ftiolrd  the  rxnmpW  of  Hol- 
land in  the  year  17H7,  and  had  aduiilted  thiit  Mr.  l*ttt 
received  the  appnibotaoa  of  his  great  rival,  Mr.  Fox,  for 
bU  inlprponitioii  on  tliat  ooca.sion.  but  under  wluit  cir- 
(rumstanaw,  he  would  aak,  did  tluit  intiqxifiition  take 
place?  The  King  of  Pruuia  thought  Lliut  an  iuKuit  bad 
been  offered  by  the  state*  of  Hollaml  to  hi«  Hiitcer,  the  wife 
of  tlie  Stjultltoldcr.  \Va«  that,  it  wiut  asketl,  a  iit  object  for 
Untiiib  interference?  Certainly  ot»t.  Hut  then  th(*re  wa* 
a  Frendi  CiK^tion  in  the  country,  which  was  obtaining  a 
ptepoodcrating  influence.  If  that  were  lo,  then  what  b^ 
'  of  hit  buDourubie  friend'tt  principle,  tliat  wc  were  not 
» interfere  in  the  dutncatic  cono^ruK  uf  anntJier,  even  fur 
praaervation  of  that  lialance  uf  power,  without  which  it 
%raa  impowible  to  ho]ie  £ur  the  continiuinee  of  peace? 
Such  never  luul  been  either  the  doctrine  or  the  practice  of 
tboa»  wtio  liad  hitherto  directed  the  destinies  of  England. 
We  had  endeavoured  never  to  interfere  gratuitoualy  jn  the 
totental  coooenu  of  iodefieiident  nations;  but  whenever 
we  had  interposed,  our  interposition,  when  ably  directed, 
had  always  l>ren  directed  to  effect  one  purpose,  and  that, 
ihc  prcKrvation  of  the  peace  of  Europe.  He  was  quite 
sure  tltat  his  honotirable  friend,  when  he  sliould  hereafter 
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peruse  all  the  ducuments  connected  with,  and  arising  out 
of,  the  treaty  of  tlic  Gth  of  July,  would  be  convinced,  that 
a  var  in  the  cast  of  £uro|>e,  wliicli  would  have  placed  the 
tranquillity  of  the  whole  of  Europe  in  jeopardy,  had  been 
completely  prevented  by  tlie  interposition  of  England. 

He  must  repeat,  over  and  over  again,  that  he  could  by 
no  means  agree  with  the  coucluoion  to  which  his  honourable 
friend  wished  to  bring  the  House,  that  the  country  had 
been  guilty  of  gni&»  injustice,  in  acceding  to  the  treaty  of 
the  6th  July.  He  must  tell  him  again,  that  the  object  of 
that  treaty,  the  only  cnil  which  it  was  intended  to  nttaini 
was  the  same  which  we  had  iu  view,  wlieu  wc  liigiicd  the 
protocol  of  St.  Petersburgh — was  the  same  wliich  we  had 
in  view,  during  the  time  of  Lord  StrangfordV  residetice  at 
Constantinople,  namely,  the  general  pacification  uf  Europe 
without  going  U>  war,  luid  the  prevention  of  that  state  of 
things,  which,  if  it  once  came  into  exi&teDce,  must  neces- 
sarily lead,  at  one  day  or  other,  to  a  general  war  through- 
out £uro]>c.  No  one,  he  thought,  would  expect  him  to 
state,  on  the  presoiu  oci-asion,  what  measures  the  Goven»- 
jnent  wa»  now  adopting  to  give  etf'ect  to  tltat  treaty.  The 
reasons  why  he  should  not  enter  ujwn  such  a  statem«iit 
were  too  obvious  to  require  repetition.  He  was  therefore 
certain  that  it  would  be  enongli  for  hint  to  state,  that  the 
Government  was  proceeding  fully,  fairly,  and  faitlifuUy, 
to  execute  the  treaty^  in  the  same  .spirit  in  which  it  had 
entered  into  it  in  concert  witli  our  august  allies. 

He  had  stated  already,  and  he  would  repeat  the  state- 
ment, that  he  regretted  exlreincly  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Westminster  had  brought  forward  his  motioo 
at  this  jmrtioular  time.  The  honourable  member  seemed  to 
.think  that  there  wa«  a  considerable  advantage  to  the  public 
service  in  having  motions  of  this  doftcrij>tion — he  meant 
motigns  for  giving  the  thanks  of  X'arliamcnC  to  officers  aod 
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Men  w1»A~Ki(}  <firtTnf;ti!«h«t  thofiifteNoA  fn  Rj^lidn^  the* 
b>ttl»  of  thtf  txmntry^-ori^nateH  Kv  indi\idvial«  who  were 
imcontwrtc*!  wtlh  ihc  (»ov*r«m«nt,  ami  not  fiHtprrtl  hy  the 
ti««  of  fMrty.  'J*hc  honottrahle  mcm)>cr  hud  ^ttalc^,  that 
there  wen*  occa«»on«  whrn  Mich  hnnouw  would  l»t  ivndrrvd 
VUirr  i^Bttfyiiif^  to  tht  iiidiTuliiolH  im  whom  (hi*y  wcrt'  Ikc- 
Btuwecl,  hy  tlie  crrcumUDee  of  their  tiaving  Ixvn  propoM^ 
br  tl*o  porty  which  wa«  in  f>pp*»Miion  to  the  Govcrnmmt, 
•nd  which,  therefntY,  couM  huve  luul  no  hharv  in  planning 
Hi«  cxpftiieioci  which  they  hail  earried  to  ■  mtowfti!  |«r- 
miiMMiiNi^  ife  could  not  preiiiHl  to  deny  the  alMtract 
proporibon,  (h.it  llterr  might  lip  such  occsnonft,  hut  surr 
Hfr  w«»  that  the  present  wiw  not  an  tNta»Snn  on  which  it 
would  he  either  prutlent  or  politic  to  make  mich  on  ntpcw 
rimml  ax  the  honnurahte  member  for  \Ve<ttmin<(ter  had 
rrcommeraleil  tu  the  IIoum*.  It  van  itnpoMilile  flnr  the 
hocKiurahle  memlier  to  Ik*  ae(|Uiiinte<I  with  all  the  circtim- 
ntjsicei  which  had  reference  to  thit  trnnsaciion.  The 
hoMWrmbW  mcinlHT  thought  himself  much  lietler  infoTtnetl 
mporttng  them  than  he  really  wn<»,  for  he  had  stated, 
aniung  other  thiugis  ihat  he  knew  that  the  report,  which 
hnd  lircn  made  by  a  gallant  friend  of  hiK,  who  had  been 
■mt  inti>  the  Mediterranean  to  inquire  into  (he  rircuin- 
nCancvn  preceding  the  hnttle  of  NaraHno,  had  been  jK*r- 
fedly  utiflfactury  upon  all  points.  [Mr.  Ilobhouae.— I  did 
aoC  Miy  ujinn  alt  points  but  u]xjn  moKt.]  I  can  only  saj 
(continued  Mr,  Huskinnon),  that  if  tlie  lHin«>nnible  meuft- 
b*f  fiir  Wemminrter  ha*  that  knowledge,  his  knowledge 
far  fXiieedK  mine.  1  do  not  mcuii  by  thi-i  to  luiy,  nor  <io  I 
"virfi  it  to  lie  imderKtfxxl,  that  there  lA  anv  thing  defirient 
in  the  explanatifHi  of  the  trnnMction,  which  ha.«  been  itcnt 
home  by  the  gallant  admiral  who  comniundii  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. Hut  I  dn  Hay  thtx,  that  no  n.*|iort  ban  come  to 
aiy  knowleilgi*,  or,  ax  far  a^  I  am  inf<»nncd,  t<f  the  know. 
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ledge  of  any  member  of  Hiis  Majesty's  Govemmcut,  con-^ 
veying  rnny  opinion  of  my  gallant  frii*nd  to  the  effect  stated 
by  the  honourable  nieml>er.  The  honourable  member 
assumes  thut  his  case  is  completely  establii>he<l  on  the  re- 
pcMTt  of  the  gallant  officer  to  whom  I  l>efore  alluded.  Now 
it  so  happens,  that  the  gallant  officer  in  question  was  nut 
called  on  to  make  a  report,  and  that  he  has  not,  as  far  as 
I  know,  made  any  report. 

Before  1  proceed  further  into  this  part  of  my  subject, 
I  cannot  help  noticing  the  fact,  that  the  honourable  member 
Car  Westminster  has  more  than  once  insinuated,  that  the 
great  honour  which  he  considers  to  be  due  to  Sir  Kdwanl 
Codrington,  and  the  gidlant  men  who  served  tmder  his 
eoaimand,  is  refused  to  him,  owing  to  the  changes  which 
have  recently  taken  place  in  the  cabinet— owing  to  some 
paltry  intiigue  which  he  conceives  to  have  been  going  for- 
ward, or,  to  use  his  own  words,  "  owing  to  the  better 
passions  having  been  absorbed  by  domestic  jealousies.*'      .^H 

[Mr,  HoBHOCSE  :  I  tlid  not  speak  positively,  but  hyiHv 
thetically.  I  said — If  Ministers  act  so  and  so  towards  Sir 
£.  Codrington,  people  will  say  so  and  so  of  them ;  and  the 
conclusions  to  which  future  historians  will  come,  will  be, 
that  tlie  better  passions  were  absorbed  by  domestic  jea- 
lousies.] I 

Mr.  IIusKiBSON  said,  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  explana- 
tion of  the  honourable  meml)er.  He  asserted,  however,  tliat 
there  never  had  existed,  on  the  part  of  any  cabinet  since  the 
battle  of  Navarino,  any,  the  smallest,  intention  to  propose 
the  thanks  of  Parliament  to  the  officers  and  men  who  were  I 
engaged  in  that  afluir.  He  would  tell  the  honourable  mem- 
ber the  reason  why  such  an  intention  could  not  enter  into  the 
mind  of  any  prudent  and  fsensible  Minister.  It  was  this:—  i 
Wc  voted  (he  thankn  of  PflrliainfUt  for  triunijilis  over  our 
enemies — we  voted  theiu  to  mark  our  t»ali»factiun.  that  in  a 
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conflict,  which  we  had  foreseen  and  directed,  with  a  power 
agasast  which  we  had  declared  war,  the  skill  and  gallantry 
and  leaiofour  officers  had  triumphed  over  the  skill  and  gal- 
lantry and  seal  of  our  enemies-— and  that  they  have  main- 
tained by  that  skill,  gallantry,  and  zeal,  the  ancient  su- 
perimity  of  our  country  above  all  others.  But,  could  any 
icasooable  naan  ever  think  of  passing  a  similar  wtc  on  the 
present  occasion,  unless  a  precedent  were  quoted  in  justifi- 
cation of  it  from  the  records  of  Parliament  ?  He  was 
ready  to  maintain,  that  no  precedent  could  be  found  which 
would  justify  the  House  in  giving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  any 
officer  for  a  catastrophe  which  ended  in  a  lamentable 
effusion  of  blood  which  we  never  intended  to  shed,  and  in 
the  total  dcatructiGn  of  the  naval  force  of  an  ally  whom 
we  never  intended  to  injure.  Would  it  be  right  to  mark 
our  sense  of  such  an  accident,  and  he  might  say  of  such  a 
miafortiroe,— for  being  an  accident,  it  was  also  a  misfortune, 
^by  voting  the  thanks  of  Parliament  to  the  authors  of 
it,— he  said  it  not  invidiously, — as  wc  should  vote  them 
iur  a  vict(N*y  obtained  in  a  time  of  open  and  dcclartnl 
war? 

The  honourable  member  seemed  to  think  that  he  had 
found  a  case  which  ran  completely  parallel  with  the  present, 
in  the  vote  of  thanks  which  was  given  to  the  officers  and 
soldieriB  who  were  employed  in  the  expedition  which  was 
Knt  to  Cop^hagen  in  1807.  The  honourable  meml)er  felt 
bow  weak  his  argument  was  on  this  point ;  for  he  laboured 
exceedingly  in  endeavouring  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
approving  the  conduct  and  approving  the  policy  of  the  war. 
Now  wHh  all  due  deference  to  the  honourable  member, 
it  appeared  quite  tmnecessary  to  him  to  draw  any  such  dis- 
tinction. How  many  gentlemen  were  there  who  disapproved 
altogether  of  the  policy  of  the  war  from  its  commencement 
to  itftdose;  and  who  yet,  whilst  wc  were  engagetl  in  the 
war,  neveTy  when  a  caae  arose  which  called  upon  Parliament 
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toacknowle(lfre  liy  its  thanks  the  palliintrv  of  our  soUlicrs 
and  our  railors,  thouj^^ht  of  mixing  up  the  qiu'stion  of  th^ir 
goUnotry  witli  that  of  the  policy  which  rcn<ier«i  the  display 
of  it  necessary.  He  would  now  ask  the  House  to  considei^ 
what  was  the  case  at  Co|ienhagen.  Instructions  wore  dis- 
tinctly ^vcn  to  our  commanders  by  sea  and  land  lt»  attack 
and  capture  that  capital,  and  to  use  their  best  exertions  for 
tlie  attainment  of  that  objecL  They  were  likewise*  told^ 
that  tbcy  were  to  consider  eight  days  as  the  titnioftt  extent  of 
the  period  during  which  they  were  to  abstain  from  hostilities. 
It  so  hap))ened  that,  before  one  of  those  eigiit  days  had  ex- 
pired, tlie  King  of  Denmark  is»ued  a  declaration  of  war 
against  England-  He  would  not  now  speak  of  the  polity 
of  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  as  the  honourable  men»>jer 
did  not  pretend  to  dispute  its  wisdom,  iK'ing  now  mor^ 
enlightened  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  sent  out,  thaA 
the  individuals  who  attacked  the  justice  of  it  at  the  time, 
without  knowing  any  thing  of  the  causes  which  led  to  it. 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say*  that  what  wiis  done  at  Co- 
penhagen was  done  in  consequence  of  direct  and  posatiTC 
orders  from  the  Government  at  home,  and  that  we  were, 
moreover,  placed  in  a  state  of  var  with  Denmark  by  the 
ik'flaratioii  of  the  Danish  Government.  But  was  this,  or 
any  thing  like  this  the  state  of  affairs  Iwtwcen  the  llngltsh 
and  the  Turkish  Governments  in  the  Mediterranean?  No 
such  thing.  We  were  bound  by  the  treaty  of  the  (kh  of 
July  to  interpose  our  forces  between  the  contending  partjeft, 
ID  order  to  bring  almut  an  armhtice  de  facto^  in  cose  it 
could  not  be  otherwise  obtained. 

He  would  not  enter  into  the  questwn,  whether  Ibrahim 
Paclra  had  or  had  not  broken  the  terms  of  the  armistice  wliich 
had  been  first  made  between  him  and  the  gallant  officer 
who  commande<l  our  sffuadron.  He  believed  that  he  had. 
He  would  only  say,  that  the  gnllant  admiral  did  not  enter 
the  bay  of  Navarino  with  a  view  of  attacking  the  Turkish 
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fie«t,  l>ut  with  a  view  uf  o)>tainii>^«  by  tiin  fKi^Jtlnn,  a  coin- 
pLkncc  with  Uic  tprms  uf  tlic  nmiiblici*  wliii-h  1h*  luui  H'tikti 
with  iu  commADder,  Ibrahim  Facha.  ll|x>n  entrrinj^  that 
bay*  (here  ensued  a  scene  in  which  t)ie  greaUtit  nkiU,  seainan- 
akif>i  ami  goUantn',  wtTc  evinced  by  Sir  Kdwanl  (kHlrinp'- 
km  and  excry  ufficer  and  max\  uiuitr  his  ctxninand.  1 1  was  no 
•mall  addition  to  Uie  praise  which  tJie  gallant  adinind  hud 
obCaintfd  by  his  valour  amd  hUiII,  that  he  hud  efTected  tlml^ 
which  it  was  not  always  cany  to  cfTcct,  when  Uic  forces  of 
rivaJ  powem  were  eniplo\-vd  together  for  a  joint  object,  that 
he  had  conciliated  them  by  his  conduct,  and  tiiat  he  hod  so 
produced  a  unity  of  purpcise  und  a  harininiy  of  doaigu, 
vhieh  could  not  have  been  cNceotied,  if  the  force  employed 
bad  been  entirely  Britihh,  and  under  the  ooinmand  of  a 
Uritish  officer,  as  much  beluveil,  as  he  understood  Sir 
Edward  Codnn^ton  had  (be  liAppine»i  of  being  by  every 
tiian  who  sailed  under  his  orders. 

Having  mode  this  statement,  in  which  he  awured  the 
House  that  he  wan  inotst  sincere,  lie  ho})e<l  that  he  shoidd 
not  hereafter  l»e  accused  of  underrating  eitlier  the  skill  or 
llriovr  of  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  bccauflc  he  could  not  ac- 
cede to  tltc  present  motum.  The  affair  in  which  he  had  m 
frniMSitly  fdifttinguisbed  himself,  wa»  nut  a  battle  between 
rtlf  iff  lit  was  an  accident — a  ini^fortiuie — which  couUl 
not  In*  foreseen,  and  perha|»,  under  the  circumstances, 
^puld  not  Ik  avoided  :  it  was  an  event  which,  if  he  were 
llUuag  uf  municipal  concerns,  he  shmdd  style  a  chance- 
n&Oey*  He  was  convinced  that  it  would  be  so  called  in 
the  verdict,  if  a  curoncr  s  jury  could  cstamine  into  the 
ita  of  it-  But  it  did  not  follow,  that,  becauw  it  wiuh 
iley,  there  inight  not  luive  been  exhibited  in  it  as 
great  gallantry  and  ikill  m  were  ever  exhibited  by  the 
biavcat  men  in  the  noblest  exploits  of  either  ancient  or 
iDockm  vmtiatc. 
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The  honourable  member  for  Westminster  had  made 
another  groundless  ossumptiou  to  which  he  must  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  He  had  a^sunictl,  that  his 
gallnnt  friend,  SirJohn  Gore,  Iwwl  been  soiU  to  make  inqui- 
ries ill  the  Moditcrraiieaii,  beeause  a  foreipi  newspaper,  the 
"  Austrian  Observer,''  had  circulated  sundry  calumnies  de- 
trimental to  the  conduct  and  tiharacter  of  the  British  admiral. 
He  cuuld  assure  the  honourable  meniber,  that  this  was  the 
first  time  he  had  cvur  lieard  such  a  reason  assigned  for  send- 
ing out  his  gallant  friend.  He  could  further  assure  him,  that 
no  such  reason  had  e\'cr  influenced  his  Majesty^s  Goverq^H 
ment.  The  Government  certainly  feh  tluit  it  was  incura^™ 
bent  upon  it  to  make  further  imjuiries  as  to  the  character 
of  the  armistice  which  had  been  established  in  the  Moreo, 
between  the  officer  in  conmmnd  of  the  British  squadron, 
and  the  officer  in  command  of  tlie  Turkish  forces.  The 
queries  wliich  had  bt?en  sunt  out  bad  received  distinct  and 
explicit  answers.  Those  queries  had  been  received,  and 
they  proved  beyond  a  question,  that  there  hatl  lu-en  nothing 
precipitate  or  rasli  in  the  conduct  of  the  officer  command- 
iug  the  Britisl)  fleet.  He  stated  this  the  more  willingly,  be- 
cause he  was  sincerely  anxious  that  Sir  Edward  Codrington 
^oidd  stand  clear  of  all  blame  in  a  transaction  which,  un- 
der tlie  circumstances,  was  {H^rhaps  unavoidable.  But  lie 
was  bound  to  say,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Goi^emment  to 
ascertain,  by  all  possible  queries,  that  such  really  waif  the 
character  of  the  transaction.  The  honourable  member  nnist 
be  convinced,  that  it  was  an  affair  in  which  the  country  found 
much  to  Imiient,  and  that  its  issue  was  sudi  as  men  of  oil 
parties  coidd  not  fail  to  deprecate,  so  far  as  it  regarded 
England  ;  for  he  would  not  enter  into  the  feelings  of  tlie 
honourable  member,  and  inquire  whether  it  was  a  good 
issue,  as  terminating  hostilities  lietween  Greece  and  Turkey. 
It  might  or  might  not  have  that  effect— time  alone  would 


ftbov.  But  what  wu  ttiost  likdy  iof  hRve  bMn  iCh  fmm^ 
diote  effect  upon  Britiah  {ntemts  ?  It  miglit  have  M  to 
the  massacre  of  all  the  British  sttlijvcts  in  the  Turkish  do- 
minions, and  to  tho  contiacation  of  all  their  pmperty  hjp 
the  Porte.  Fortunately  it  had  not  produced  that  rwull; 
but  one  of  its  negative  cflecta  was  undcniahle.  It  Imd  not 
pvoduced  the  execution  of  the  objects  of  tlie  treaty  of  the 
6th  of  July,  oa  contemplated  hv  tho»e  who  aigned  it,  and 
wished  It  tu  bo  executed  without  the  efi'usion  of  human 
blood. 

The  honourable  member  for  WestminMcr  had  next  refer- 
to  what  had  taken  place  when  we  sent  an  expedition  to 
^'ers  though  I  inuKt  (»«id  Mr.  Huskifuon)  confess  my 
inability  to  perceive  the  manner  io  which  tlkose  occurrences 
can  be  made  applicable  to  the  present  subject.  1  can  tell 
the  honourable  member,  that  tlie  fptns  ignorance  which 
prevailed  at  ^Vlgiers,  respecting  tlie  extent  of  our  n'sources 
^id  power,  did  nut  exist  at  Coo»(tantino])le.  Thntigh  the 
brother  to  tlie  Sun  and  Moon,  tlie  lord  uf  the  Hlnrk, 
White,  and  Yellow  Sc&s,  the  Mooter  of  Millions,  as  the 
honourable  member  telU  us  the  Sultan  styles  himsdf— 
may  look  upon  us  as  a  set  of  traders,  who  do  nothing 
but  wU  razors  and  buy  rmiains  En  the  Levant,  and  may 
call  our  King  the  chief  of  a  act  of  scissor-grinders,  I 
can  tell  him,  though  the  honourable  member  has  spent 
tame  dme  in  Turkey',  ami  I  have  not,  that  the  Heia  KA'endi 
is  rery  well  informed  of  every  tiling  which  |iasses  in 
Europe,  and  i»  by  no  moans  deHcicnt  in  the  knowledge  of 

iropcon  ^loUtics.     I  can  tell  him  further,  that  if  the  Heis 

Iftndi  was   called  upon  to  H|}eak  uf  our  exiK^lition  to 

Algivs,  be  would  be  able  to  give  iJie  huiuturabU*  nifitiber 

far  Westminster  more  information  respecting  it  than  that 

whidi  he  at  present  enjoys- 

Tbe  right  huiuutridilc  Secretary  then  proccciUil  to  exa- 
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mine  into' flic  history  of  the  expe<litioii  «?riY  to  Alfpors, 
under  the  command  of  Iiord  Exinouth.  The  Iionourahlc 
mcmher  for  Westminster  said,  thut  our  fleet  went  to  Tunis 
and  Tri|>oli,  and  elsewhere,  dcmandin/j  and  obtaining  from 
the  governors  of  those  places,  assurances  tliat  they  would 
cease  from  their  old  practice  of  cruising  indiscriminately 
against  all  Christian  flags ;  that  our  fleet  next  went  to 
Algiers,  where  its  demands  were  met,  not  with  compliance 
but  with  refusal ;  ttiat  I^onl  Exmouth  waited  a  few  days 
before  the  port,  and  that  he  then  proceeded  to  attack  and 
l)oud)ard  it.  Now  he  had  not  looked  recently  at  the  his- 
tory of  that  transaction  ;  but,  as  far  as  he  recollected  it, 
the  true  version  of  it  was  this: --Lord  Exmouth  ret«n»ed 
from  Algiers  to  England,  and  reported  to  the  Government, 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  make  the  same  agreement 
with  the  Dey  of  Algiers  as  lie  Jiad  made  with  the  other 
Barlwry  Powers ;  for  tlie  Dey  declared  that  l>c  wouUl  per- 
)|^rc  in  cruising  against  the  Christian  powers,  and  in 
liolding  their  subjects  in  captivity.  AVhat  then  tiwk  place? 
Lord  Exmouth  was  sent  back  to  Algiers  with  a  greater 
number  of  ships,  and  with  instructions  to  compel  the  Dey 
to  submission.  The  analogy,  therefore,  which  the  honoui% 
Able  member  attempted  to  draw  between  that  case  and  th« 
present  completely  failed.  In  the  fii'st  case,  there  was  an 
lexpedicion  sent  out  for  a  specific  purpoee— <jf  a  hostile 
nature;  that  purpose  was  executed,  and  Parliament  was 
consequently  called  upon  to  praise  the  skill  and  gallantry 
Swhich  distinguished  those  who  took  an  active  part.  In  the 
present  cafie,  the  expedition  was  sent  out  for  a  ^wicific  pur- 
pose ;  and  out  of  an  unexpected  collision  with  the  Turkiwh 
fleet  arose  that  victory,  which,  though  it  was  honourable 
to  our  arms,  was  still  not  a  subject  fur  Parliamentary  con- 
gratulation. ■"'  ■"  :{■'*'  -  '»  t 
^  Ho  was  not  to  bi*  dWerrcd  tMett  the  strict  line  of  his 
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lie  duty  by  aay  a{>pcals  that  might  be  made  to  his  fcvUnf^A, 
on  the  nature  (if  tliu  couti^t  which  had  t>i-vii  so  Jong  raging 
betwtfca  the  Gixtrks  and  Turks.  Thought  lu  a  private 
individual,  he  might  have  a  strong  opiniun  as  to  th«>  cha- 
racter of  the  contest,  sw\  might  syiuputhiic  with  the* 
slruggien  of  a  [lopulation  which  li^xil  for  agvx  hceu  ground 
down  by  the  mo&t  intolcniblo  elavery  ;  aa  a  (niblic  nion,  hu 
could  not  yioUl  t<»  the  influence  of  such  feelings.  He 
would  say  at  once,  tluU  .such  feeliiign  were  not  suflicient  of 
tbem.fetveB  to  warrant  the  interference  of  any  foreign  statr 
iu  the  cuntetii  for  the  interebts  of  the  Greeks  alone.  If 
Britisli  nitere»its  were  not  endangered  by  the  conthnuanc* 
of  Uie  amflict,  we  were  not  called  ujioii  tu  interfere,— nay, 
mm  were  not  justified  in  interfering,— on  account  of  Lite 
(Tutd  slavery  to  which  the  Greeks  hud  been  do  long  ex- 
posed, lie  wa-s  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  WeUminUcr  saying,  tltat  if  we  did  iu>t  bestow  a  vote 
uC  thanks  on  Sir  Kdwanl  Cudrington,  wv  should  be  unjust 
not  only  to  him  but  to  ourselvea.  He  contended  tluit  tJie 
preMint  wa«i  an  exception  from  the  general  nde  e)ital>lished 
in  tlie  other  CAnmA  to  which  Uie  honourable  nieukber  had  nv 
ferred.  Ue  tliought  tlutt  he  had  denioli^ihed  all  tlie  [>reciy 
dent«  which  the  hououndile  uiemlk-r  had  brought  forward  in 
BU|il)urt  of  his  present  oiotion ;  but  even  if  he  had  not,  fitiU 
tlierewas  a  wide  diiTerence  twtwecD  this  case  and  all  such 
pnecedentA.  It  would  1>e  n  bad  procee<ling  to  proclaim  a 
triumph,  and  to  indulge  in  the  feelings  of  victory,  where 
tb^re  hud  l)een  neither  an  enemy,  nor  a  triuinph.  He  did 
Bot  doubt  the  gallantry,  he  did  not  mean  tu  dispute  tb« 
flMcrvtioni  of  Sir  Edward  Codrington  ;  but  he  mu6t  say  to 
Cfae  Uou«e  of  Common.s,  **  He  cautioos  1x*fore  you  create 
a  precedent  of  thanks  for  an  event  which  grew  out  ai 
an  accident,  lest  officers  looking  at  the  >ignal  bcneHt  eoik 
friTcd    on  tlicm    by  receiving    such    thanks,    should    be 
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fmind  prone  to  clicrish  too  caiiy  a  disposition  to  create  such 
accidents,  and  lest  bucli  accidents  su  created  should  lead  to 
consequences  whicli  the  country  may  long  have  reason  to 
rue  and  to  regret.*" 

He  was  sorry  to  have  detained  tlie  House  so  long  on  a 
question  which,  after  all,  lay  in  a  very  narrow  comjwss. 
It  surprised  him  more  than  all,  tJiat  the  honourable  mem« 
ber  for  Westminster,  who  seemed  aware  that  he  should  not 
receive  general  support  to  his  motion  from  the  sober  judg- 
ment of  the  House,  and  who  knew  well  that  if  no  chimgc 
had  taken  place  in  the  councils  of  l)is  Majesty,  uo  sucit  a 
proposal  as  was  then  before  the  House  would  ever  have 
l>ecn  made  tu  it ; — it  surprisetl  him  more  than  all  that  tbo 
honourable  member,  who, from  feeling  how  his  case  laboured, 
had  searched  through  the  records  of  Parliament  in  order 
to  find  precedents  in  which  thtrnks  were  conferred  for 
brilliant  actions  like  those  at  Navarino,  sliould  have  over- 
looked one  slight  precedent  which  made  com]>letely  against 
him.  The  honourable  member  had  referred  to  the  great 
exploits  of  the  illustrious  warrior  who  was  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  and  who  had  received  the  thanks 
of  Parliament  no  less  than  eleven  times  for  his  distiiw 
gxiished  sc-rvices.  He  believed  there  was  no  man  who 
then  heard  him,  who  did  not  rejoice,  and  fed  eNceeding 
glad,  that  they  had  so  often  had  an  op|Kirtunity  of  thanks 
ing  that  great  and  able  chieftain.  He  believed  that  to  the 
exploits  which  elicitetl  those  thanks  we  were  indebted  for 
the  lilKTties  of  l^ugland  and  the  peace  of  Europe;  and  he 
further  belicrcd,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  that  unri- 
valled captain  to  maintain  by  his  councils  in  the  cabinet,  tliat 
pence  undisturlwd  which  he  had  l>eeu  so  instrumental  in 
obtaining  by  his  sword  in  the  field.  He  was  Mirprised,  be 
repeated,  that  the  honourable  member  in  his  researche* 
should  have  overlooked  the  little  incident   which   he  had 
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be&re  aUuilod  to.  I>u]  t}io  luxuniraliU*  tuembn'  crcr  hvnr 
of  dmt  mint  diHtinguihlKfl  vicUiry*  uhich  the  Jtritiafa 
ANECBiachicTved  at  Toulouse?  It  wan  one  of  the  most  hrii- 
linnt  fents  of  amis  in  wliidi  the  ni>l)lc*  ittike  wiw  ner  en* 
ga^^ed.  lie  deftiLtiKl  Mur^uii  Suult,^-lie  drove  him  from 
ait  eotrent'hctt  pi>Kitiun,  vhich  even  his  uud  uAicrrN  coik 
ocivetl  too  liaxardoua  to  attax-'k  ;  and  bt;  disphtred,  during 
the  whole  conHict,  a  cowlrinrtwn  of  valoiir,  ikili,  and 
ODolnesa,  which  had  new  beta  cxcrUi!d  before.  llut, 
th<iugh  tills  was  one  of  the  tnmit  gallant  achkncinentji  d 
tli«  whole  war,  it  was  not  notictxi  hy  rarliaiiicnt ;  bcnrausc 
a  cesAation  of  orms  hail  taken  place  befon*  tlie  iniolUpi-ncc 
oi  it  reaclu-d  KtiiilaDil.  In  couiicqueacL*  of  such  iiui*\- 
pected  forgvtfidnens,  tlio  late  Uukc  of  Norfolk  had  lukcd 
the  noble  tonl,  wlm  wa%  at  tlie  hcjul  of  the  ^vemmeiit  in 
the  other  House,  whether  it  was  nut  intended  to  thank  the 
Duke  of  Wellintclon  fur  that  his  lf»t  and  ^reatent  Imttle? 
Unq uestionnbly  hiB  noble  friend  fell  tiuit  the  impirtanee 
and  inagiiitodc  of  thut  luittle  gave  the  noble  duke  a  title  to 
add  anotlier  vote  of  lhank»  to  the  nutuerous  vote:t  which 
be  hail  before  received  from  tlic  gratitude  of  rarliainent. 
But  what  wan  the  stnteincnt  which  the  nolile  lord  mode  in 
his  place  in  Parliament  ?  It  was  this, — that  an  iht-  wjir  had 
ceaaed,  he  did  not  intend  to  propose  a  vote,  which  nu'ght 
tend  to  keep  up  a  spirit  of  exasperation  between  the  two 
naiionn 

Having  stated  that  fart,  he  w«>id<l  now  hit  down,  leaving 
it  to  the  good  seu^e  of  theHouM.'  to  decide,  whether  it  wnuld, 
in  thin  eaae,  create  a  precedent  which,  if  created,  would  Ik' 
attended  with  incr)nvenieiKV  to  the  \>c^l  interenti  of  the 
oountry.  Iltid  the  conflict  which  gave  rise  to  thiH  ppDjMjaed 
vote  of  thanks  taken  place  with  a  power  with  whom  we 
woe  al  war,  he  should  not  liave  had  any  reUictanee,  oven 
though  it  wax  a  barbarous  (Miwer.,  tn  auiCcr  ttie  fionnur  of 
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their  thanks  upon  Sir  E.  Codrington  and  his  brave  followers ; 
but  under  present  circumstances,  he  was  obliged  to  with- 
hold it,  not  from  un^-  wish  to  impute  the  slightest  blame  to 
that  galhmt  officer,  but  from  a  wish  to  guard  tlie  country 
from  future  difficulty  and  inconvenience,  lie  would  nut 
i  move  a  negative  to  the  present  motion,  lest  it  should  be 
supposed  that  he  meant  to  deny  tlie  gallautry  and  skill  of 
Sir  E-  Codrington ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say*  ibat  the 
reasons,  wbicli  he  had  stated  to  the  House,  convinced  liiiu 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  move  tbc  previous  question. 

The  mution  was  irithdraw-n.  '  * 
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Fvbruar^  15. 

Mr.  Sfcrelorj-  Prt-l  this  day  moved  the  re- nppui  tit  merit  uf  ibe  Fi- 
nance Committee.  On  the  namo!*  (if  the  members  intended  to  furm 
the  Commitlce  Iieinj,'  reud,  Mr.  Uariiig  expressed  his  ^urprinc  tit  lh4 
oinUsion  of  the  ri^rht  honourable  Secrctar)*  of  St«te  tor  the  Colonin. 
This  Nlruck  him  an  Tnofttc:itraordinnry  ;  fiirwithout  mcaninf^anyitu- 
re^pectlothemcmberscomposiD^tlieConimitteeiheroightssy,  thattbc 
B^r^rregale  amount  of  their  finHncial  kni>wled(;e  bore  do  pruportinn 
to  thiU  possessed  by  the  right  honourable  ^entlcmaD.  Hi*  infor- 
mation and  research  had  penclrnf^U  into  tvery  comer  of  our  financial 
Bud  couiiuei'cial  systems,  and  tn  cxeept  him  from  the  Committee, 
vw  to  shut  ont  the  greatett  li(;ht  that  could  he  thrown  upon  the 
■abjectft  to  be  therein  discussed.  ^Ir.  Brougham  also  addeil  his  en- 
treaties to  those  of  hi»  honourable  friend,  and  declared,  that  the 
knowledge  of  all  the  other  members  ctinibined,  was  an  duat  in  the 
baUnco,  compared  with  the  rcMiurccs  which  the  right  honourable 
I  Becretarj'  could  Wtn^  into  play. 

Mr.  Secretary  Hcskisson  said,  he  considered  it  necc*- 
sary  to  offer  a  few  words,  after  the  manner  in  whicli  he  liad 
been  appealed  to  by  the  honourable  me^nbcr  for  Callingtou, 
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teoon(M,  ««  (hat  «ppca1  Iind  Ikvti  by  iIip  hiMioiiraMc  ami 
l«ftmed  ^e«tl<THan.  IK'  certainly  hail,  in  the  first  coniinu- 
nicati<m  vrith  hi.*  ri;fht  homninil)le  txjlU'aguc,  on  the  «il>jcct 
of  bocuiiiing  a  memixT  «f  the  Conimittn^  Hct-Iincd  the  jipo- 
pn^^tinn,  on  nrcoimt  of  the  nuintTOtis  official  avcKrnlUMiit 
which  prvMod  upon  himt  and  occupii-d  nearly  thi*  whole  of 
his  thiie.  He  could  a^ure  both  the  honourable  memlters 
who  had  appealttl  to  hiui,  and  the  llousr  gtiirmlly,  ihiit  it 
was  not  for  want  of  the  most  anxious  df^nre  on  the  |«rt  of 
hiA  right  honourable  colleague,  that  he  did  not  form  jiajt 
of  the  Coniniittee.  Having,  howerrr,  f<v  many  years  of 
hij  life,  devoted  ihe  whole  of  his  time  to  the  public  M.Tvicc', 
so  far  a5  his  liealth  and  frtrcngth  would  permit,  he  was  uuw 
wiUing,  if  it  werv  in  acoordaoce  with  the  feeling*  of  the 
House,  to  attend  the  (Committee  occasionally,  and  give  m 
iiitich  of  his  aaaistance  to  it,  as  hi»  health  would  allow, 
with  all  the  zeal  and  ability  he  |>o»NesM.'d.  On  thi»,  an  wi 
ail  other  oceaiiious  he  yielded  to  the  c:^prc9scd  winli  of  the 
Ifcpreeentatives  of  the  people. 

Mr.  lluakiuoa'a  bmmc  vr»»  necording^ly  ad  Jed  to  the  Hit  of  ttia 
m«Maittc«, 


la.  HUSKiaaoN's  explanation  ok  his  conduct, 

IN   ITS  CONNKCTION  WITH  TIIK    DISSOLUTION    OK 
THE  tATE.  AND  THE  FORMATION  OF  THE  PHKtiF.NT 

ADMINISTRATION. 

FfVrMtrtf  IB. 

On  ibe  premalare  deiilh  nf  Mr.  Canning,  and  ihe  cotiAfqu^nr  for- 

itioa  of  Lord   (fiKlprJi'Ii'*  minittry.  Mr.  llu«kiMott,  in  S^ptPinbor 

7,  •ucceedrd  llie  m»ble  lord  m  Secretary  of  State  for  War  ami 

heColomea;  and  on  iKl*  ludd^a  di*M>lulion  of  tliia  admin iBtratiun 

Janoan,  he  WW  iiidufcd  to  retain  the  ■jtunlton   in  tha  new  ad* 

liuiotmtiun  formed  hj  the  Pulic  nf  Wclliii(;t«iii.     Uj'on  (he  nifrtiii^ 

of  PaHinni^nt,  an  ffnrty  upportanity  w»»  found  for  rn^utrinf  an  •%• 
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ItlauBtioi)  rcspcctini;  ihu  <!!.-> M)lutii>ti  of  Uiu  Utv.  minUlrjr.  aiid  the 
establishment  ut' tho  present.  Lord  Nornianby  having  this  Any  calletl 
|hc  attention  of  (he  limine  to  the  Bubject, 

Mr.  Secretary  HusKissov  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : — * 

Sir,  from  wliatever  motives  tl»e  noble  lord  may  have  felt 
it  his  duty  to  make  the  observatiuns  wliich  he  has  now 
ofTeretl  to  the  House,  I  Iwg  to  return  liini  my  very  sincere 
thanks  for  the  inajjly,  straight- for  ward  part  whieli  he  has 
performed.  He  has  ]nade  U|)on  me  that  call  which  I  had 
been  assured,  day  after  day,  from  the  hour  of  my  return  to 
this  House,  was  puqxMiely  rcwrA-ed  to  have  been  made  upon 
me  last  Friday.  Tlie  causes  which  letl  to  a  ehan^  in  the 
intentions  of  those  who  had  expressed  their  detemii nation 
to  produce  from  inc  an  explanation  of  my  i'onduct,  whatever 
may  have  l>een  my  disap|K)i«tmenl  at  such  a  chants  it  was 
not— it  is  not — for  me  to  surmiBc  ;  but  the  noble  lord  may 
rest  assured,  that  the  contrast  between  his  open  appeal  and 
the  sort  of  proceeding  on  Fridiiy  night,  especially  seeing 
the  use  which  lias  since  beeji  made  of  it,  will  not  speedily 
be  effaced  from  my  recollection. 

Although  I  greatly  rejoice  that  an  opportunity  is  this 
evening  affonled  mo  of  entering  ujhiii  an  explanation  of  my 
conduct,  in  its  connection  witli  the  dissolution  of  the  latej 
and  the  formation  of  the  present,  Administration,  I  cer- 
tainly ofler  myself  to  your  notice  under  feelings  of  greater 
anxiety  and  embarrassment  tliau  I  ever  before  experienced 
in  rising  to  address  this  House. 

If  no  other  interest  attached  itself  to  the  transactions,, to 
which  I  am  «l»out  to  advert,  than  the  protection  of  my  o»*n 
character  and  personal  honour,  from  the  known  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  all  its  members,  under  similar  eircum- 
Btances,  I  shotdd  confidently  appeal  to  it ;  but.  Sir,  the 
*  From  the  notes  of  Mr.  Huskisson. 
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ptthlir  clmmrtor  of  a  ptihtir  mnn,  anti  i*h}k'ci«llv  *\\cn  ihal 
man  in  htinmirLiI  li_v  bin  Sincrcigii  with  ttu*  ntana^'tiient 
of  one  uf  the  hi)|;hc»it  ofHccH  in  the  Mute,  ih  not  an  individual 
interest:  it  iM^cames  a  |Miblic  intriviit.  On  that  ground 
■lone  I  ventvire  Ut  cUiin  thr  kind  nttentir*n  of  the  Hoinu^ 
persuadcxi  thiit  it  will  Ix*  ailnrdt*d  me  by  evirv  man  uf 
right  feeling,  howevtT  nmch  he  may  he  oppowd  to  me  in 
the  hcflimirnhio  n-arfiiro  of  ^•nernl  or  [inriy  |x»litic&. 

Wcforc  I  pnicecd  fiirthtT,  I  ftnd  it  ncee»nrv  to  Mate, — 
and  I  do  it  in  lUe  niiM  poMitixe  and  untjuuliGed  mnnmT,— 
that  neither  directly,  or  inttirectly,  have  I  had  any  wmi- 
munication,  of  any  Mirl,  with  anv  one  of  my  t-ulleafruea  in 
the  present  Administration,  in  respect  to  any  thing  which 
I  may  be  rojxirted  to  have  Mid  at  LtvrrpcNil,  ttr  which 
iheVf  or  any  of  them,  or  any  oilier  perM>n,  may  have  been 
rrptiTted  to  liave  laiit  eliiewliiTe,  nor  in  respeet  to  any  thing 
which  I  may  have  to  hay  ti»-nighl.  I  triiM  that  honour- 
able incRiberi  will  Iwar  Chi»  declaration  in  mind,  during 
the  whole  courHO  of  what  I  may  have  to  nddnt^fi  to  them, 
and  conMXjuently  curiHidi-r  that  for  any  thing  whieh  iiiuy  fall 
fnmt  me  thift  evening,   I,  and  I  idnne.  am  responsible. 

My  reason  for  fthunning  any  aiieh  coniiminicdlion  han 
not  been  wnnt  of  ooididence,  or  eordial  feeliii;;  on  mv  part, 
or  any  doubt  of  a  reciprocal  fi-cliiig  on  llie  |)arl  of  the 
noble  Duke  at  the  heail  of  the  adn)inistnUion>  and  of  my 
fight  honourable  friend  near  inc  ;*  but  to  avoid  the 
poacibility  of  its  being  MjpfMMe<l  that  wc  had,  as  it  is  rAlletU 
ooropare<l  notes — itiaC  «e  had  eoneertetl  and  rehearsed 
together  our  respective  parta.  Thii*  shynew  aiu!  reserve 
mav  fioMlbly  have  been  mistaken  by  my  nobU*  and  hunour- 
Able  friends;  but  it  waA  a  coum*  in  which,  however  ineon- 
VKiient,    I  was  re«olvcd,  until   after   tlii>   explaimtion,    tu 
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J  shall  uow  proceed^  Sir,  to  that  part  of  my  conduct 
which  has  rotcrcnce  to  the  httc  AUniinistratiou ;  and  a^l^ 
wish,  to  trespass  upoa  the  time  of  tlie  House  as  shortly 
AS  possible,  I  shall  pass  over  every  thing  which  occurrttl 
when,  upon  my  return  to  Kn^lanU  at  the  end  of  August, 
I  became  a  uieniber  of  that  Adumiistratiou,  and,  begin  J 
my  statement  at  that  period,  when  the  name  of  Lord 
Althor]>  was  Hrst  mentioned  to  me,  in  reference  to  the  , 
Finance  Cuumiiltee.  One  single  observation,  however, 
I  am  anxious  to  make  before  I  proceed  to  that  narrative, 
ond  it  is  this — That  I  verily  believe,  from  the  Hrst  moment 
I  became  a  member  of  Lord  Goderich's  Government,  up 
to  tljc  hour  of  its  dissolution,  llmL  it  was  imjjossible  for  any 
minister  at  the  head  of  affairs  to  maintain  a  more  implicit 
conlideuce,  and  a  more  friendly,  unreserved  intercourse 
towards  a  colleague,  than  uiy  uoble  friend  manifested  to- 
wards me.  I  am  quite  certain,  that  if  any  thing  material 
was,  at  any  time,  done  by  him  without  my  knowledge,  it 
was  the  eilect  of  ai'cident,  of  unintentional  oversiglu,  and 
never  from  design,  or  for  the  purpose  of  concealment- 
From  my  noble  friend  I  received  the  most  frank  and  un- 
bounded confidence.  He  hud  no  reserve  towards  me,— no 
secrets  whieli  he  wisljed  to  keep  from  me. 

Having  discharged  tliis  debt  of  justice  and  friendsliip  to 
my  noble  friend,  I  now  proceed  to  tlie  facts  of  the  case. 

At  a  late  hour  of  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  November, 
I  received,  in  tlie  country,  tlie  account  which  had  reached 
the  Admiralty  that  morning  of  the  unexpected  afl'air  of 
Nuvarin.  The  next  day  I  came  to  town.  A  few  days 
after  my  arrival,  njy  noble  friend  Lord  Godericb,  while 
talking  with  luc  one  morning  at  his  office,  upon  general 
business,  casually  stated  in  conversation,  that  my  right 
honourable  friend,  the  then  Muster  of  the  Mint,*  bad  sug- 

•  Mr.  TicrneA. 
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gpstcd  tn  hiiin  that  il  mipht  be  exceedingly  <1osirnWr  toa^tk 
I..ord  Allhtirp,  whutht-r  he  would  lie  dispoMxl  Id  und^rt^kc 
thcoHice  *>f  Chairman  of  the  intpndrd  Finnnct*  CmnniittiH?. 
My  iinhle  frii'nd  furthiT  told  inc,  that  he  had  hatl  n  gtxid 
deal  of  oouvfrs.ll  ion  wtlli  »iy  ri^ht  honourable  frit-nd,  in 
ihe  course  of  which  tuy  noble  friend  had  hlated,  that  fmm 
long  hahitit  of  personal  esteem  and  friendship  for  the  noble 
member  for  Northamptonshire,  he  i^hould  be  very  pind  to 
make  uv  of  that  noble  lord's  talents  for  biisine*:s  in  nnv 
capacity ;  but  that,  as  the  stibjccts  to  which  the  attention  of 
ihc  Committee  were  to  Iw  directed  were  so  connecte<l  with 
Ihis  Hou«e,  he  wished  rather  to  consult  tluwie  members  of 
the  ailministralion  who  had  sealft  in  it-  My  noble  friend 
did  not  Oak  me  my  opinion  upon  the  subject.  He  mervly 
Atated,  what  had  passed  Iwtween  himself  and  my  rijfht 
honourable  friend,  the  then  Mnsterof  the  Mint :  and  added, 
that  he  considered  thai  the  talents  an<l  the  inclination  for 
business  of  the  noble  mendier  for  Northamptonshire,  must 
render  him  wtll  qualified  for  the  situation  of  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  rinance.  I  expressed  my  doubts  on  that 
point ;  not  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  noble  memlK-r  for  North- 
amptonshire for  being  placed  on  the  committee,  for  it  was 
iroposfJble  that  there  could  \>e  any  diflerence  of  opinioa 
between  my  noble  friend  and  mvself  on  that  point,  but  I 
expressed  my  doubtH,  how  far  the  industry  and  talents  of 
the  noble  member  for  Northamptonshire,  great  as  every  one 
acknowledged  them  to  Iw,  had  l>een  especially  directed  to 
cuch  objects  as  would  qualify  him  for  presiding  over  a 
Committee  of  that  nature.  To  this  observation  my  noble 
friend  replied,  "  Turn  the  matter  over  in  your  mind  ^^ 
and  so  the  conversation  between  us  ended.  And  here  I 
beg  to  observe,  that  my  noble  friend  did  not  state  to  me 
whether  or  not  he  had  made  a  similar  communication  to  any 
other  members  of  the  administration ;  nor  did  he  desire 
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i^e,  or  aiitliuritie  mc,  to  make  a  similar  comuiunicadon  to 
nny  one. 

A  few  days  after  this,  at  the  breaking  up  of  a  cabinet 
dinner,  my  right  honournble  friend,  the  then  Master  of  the 
Mint,  asked  nu*,  if  I  had  turned  over  in  my  niiiul  the  eon- 
versation  which  I  lia<l  hud  with  my  nobli-  friend  at  the  head 
uf  his  MajeHtyV  Guvernnient.  I  told  him,  that  1  had  been 
wtnsidering  the  subject  ;  and  that  u|>on  the  whole,  what- 
ever tiiy  first  impressions  mi;;ht  have  been,  I  was  tlicn 
ntrongly  inelined  to  Iwlieve,  that  it  would  be  for  the  public 
interest  to  endeavour  to  aecure  the  ser\'ices  of  tlie  nobW 
mcmlwr  for  Northamptonshire,  as  chairman  of  the  intended 
committee  of  finance.  Sir,  I  eonsideretl  that  eonvcrsatiijo, 
A&  well  a8  my  previous  convemation  with  Liord  Goderich, 
n»crely  as  I  would  the  eoiwerftation  of  any  two  gentlemen, 
desirous  to  come  to  a  correct  conclu9i(m  on  a  subject  on 
which  they  had  a  common  o])joct  in  view.  The  conversa*- 
tion  to  which  1  last  aUude<{  took  place  on  the  19th  of  No* 
vemher.  Some  days  after,  my  noble  friend  at  the  hernl  tit 
his  Majesty's  Government  told  uie  that  he  had  heard  fixmi 
my  right  honourable  friend,  the  Master  of  the  Miut^ 
that  he  had  been  sounding  the  noble  earl,*  the  father  of 
ihe  noble  member  for  Nortliamptonshire,  respecting  th« 
pi*obability  that  the  noble  member  would  accept  the  si- 
tuation of  chairman  of  the  committee  of  linanct;  if  it 
MiTc  offered  to  him.  There  again  my  right  honourable 
friend  uiuioubiedly  adopted  a  proi>er  course  in  going 
to  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  telling  him  wlwt 
he  had  lieeu  doing.  When,  however,  my  noble  tritad 
mentioned  the  circumstantv  to  me,  I  li.>ld  him  wluit  had 
passed  l>etween  my  right  honourable  friend,  the  Muster  of 
the  Mh»t,  and  myself  on  the  19th  of  No%i'mber.  My 
noble  friend  then  said,  "  Is  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxcho- 
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quer  a(*(iiiunicd  with  this  ?""  1  immccliatclv  replied,  that  I 
dill  not  kiion-  wiietli<T  or  not  tu'  was  ncquaintoit  with  it ; 
ami  that  I  hnil  not  been  dcnirt!d,  or  ftiithorisotl,  to  nuke  any 
cuininuiucrilitin  Ut  hiin  mi  the  sulijct-t ;  litit  tJi;il  1  tiiuk  U 
for  fn'&nti.tl  tk*  hntl  \n^'n  nuult*  uc(|uaii)le<l  with  it.  My 
noble  frienfl  «>ai(t,  that  if  he  hail  nut,  it  tt'an  an  over- 
sight  ;  1  mimrkt\l,  that  it  wa&  not  my  ovendgfat,  ami 
that  I  ditl  nut  hohl  nivRcIf  re«p(in«bU'  for  it.  Mv  m>1ilc 
fridul  tlien  rei|Ut-?(twi  inc  to  sec  my  right  honourable 
friemlf  the  (^hnncellorof  ttte  Exchequer,*  ami  slnti-  to  him 
what  had  occurred.  'I'he  next  day,  my  rijd'l  honoumlilc 
friend  caUc<]  on  mr  at  my  otfico  ;  and  I  Atated  to  liini  all 
that  had  imMcd  on  t)ie  Mibjii't  Itotwecii  inc  nnd  my  nobU' 
friend  at  tli«  head  of  thu  Govi*mnifnt,  a»  wuU  as  IxHwivn 
mL>  and  my  ri^ht  hoiumrablu  friend,  ttie  Afantrr  of  the 
Mint.  And  here  1  an)  hiiund  to  **a\\  tliat  wht-n  I  ntmlu 
that  oouinmni cation  to  my  ri^Ut  homiurabU-  friund,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxchoqncr,  he  Kvnitxl  to  take  the  sanio 
view  of  the  caae  that  we  ha<l  tloni*.  Wo  then  taiterifl  into 
a  discaasinn  on  otlier  matter*,  in  the  course  of  which  my 
ri^hl  himouruble  friend,  the  Master  of  the  Mint,  quite 
imexpoctedlv,  and  by  Occident,  calU*d  un  mc.  1  told  him 
what  had  pasted.  He  »ai<i,  **  1  nni  g<»in^  to  llrightun  to- 
morrow, and  under  thrMc  eircunistani-cs  I  called  u]jon  you 
to  t^k  to  you  about  thi»  very  aHiur  of  the  Finance  Com. 
miltec."  We  then  discuwieil  the  8uhjtvt ;  compared  listji  of 
IIni  jiwmhfru  of  the  intended  cutnmitti'c,  and,  ju  I  su]>- 
pMSi  advanced  a  good  deal  in  the  business. 
1*  On  th«  next  da),  however,  the  29th  of  November,  I  ns 
eeivrti  a  comniunicaticm  from  my  right  honourable  friend^ 
iheCbanc^'Uor  of  the  Exchc<|uer,e!i|Jressing  a  wish  to  see  me; 
and  when  we  met,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  some  rea- 
son to  lake  a  dHTerent  view  of  the  subject  fn«n  that  which 
•  Mr.  llirrii-^ 
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hnti  occurred  to  him  on  the  day  bcforf,  with  rcs|)ect  U>  the 
person  to  be  appointed  chairman  of  the  Finance  Contniittee. 
He  ex])re^scd  his  regret,  that  tlic  intention  of  ap)x>iuting 
Lord  Althorp  chairman  liail  become  a  subject  of  conver- 
sation about  town,  und  he  obo  mentioned,  as  a  great  incon- 
venience, that  several  other  names  of  the  intended  members 
of  the  committee  were  publicly  s)xiken  of.  lliis  my  right 
honourable  friend  expressed  iiis  rt^ret  at ;  and  I  sliured  U 
with  him;  for  unquestionably  it  is  excx^edingly  iiiipropai' 
that  matters  should  lie  divulged,  und  made  the  subject  of 
iliscussion  out  of  doors,  which  ought  to  be  strictly  confined 
within  the  walls  of  the  council-room ;  uiore  es|H.*cialIy  under  a 
mixed  adminiMration  like  tliai  which,  at  the  time,  existed. 

What  did  I  do  upon  receiving  thi»  communication?  1 
wrote  off  imniediatL'ly*  thuugli  it  was  late  in  the  day  when 
I  saw  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  my  right  lionour- 
able  friend,  the  Master  of  tlie  Mint,  at  Brigliton,  express- 
ing my  great  regret  at  hearing  that  these  matters  had  been 
divulged  abroad,  and  adding  my  earnest  and  anxious  nv 
quest,  that  the  best  means  might  be  taken  to  prevent  in 
future  the  repetition  of  any  such  improper  disclosum ; 
and,  that  alxtve  all,  no  other  application  should  be  made 
for  any  member  to  be  upon  (he  comnuttee,  without  further 
consideration  ;  and  a  copy  of  this  letter  I  sent,  on  the  same 
evening  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  show  tbe 
feeling  which  I  entertained  upon  these  informal  statements 
and  in  order,  as  far  as  the  means  were  in  my  power,  to 
allay  any  unpleasant  sensation  which  might  have  been  raised 
in  my  right  honourable  friemPs  mind,  from  what  had  passed 
upon  this  business. 

This  wcurrcd  on  the  29th  of  November ;  and,  on  tlie 
2dof  December,  1  received  from  my  right  honourable  friend, 
the  Master  of  the  Mint,  an  answer,  in  which  he  distinctly 
^tatcd,  that  he  fell  as  strong  an  objection  as  any  uian  could 


ftv\  to  ihcw  mipmjvr  Hisrtcwtiivi;,  and  ft-lt  a*  amxioiiB  a 
wish  that  our  ntTnnjL^Miu'ntt  nnd  flis('u<wi(>n>  itltould  he  un* 
known,  Mve  to  oiirm'tvcK.     lie  further  awnircd  me  in  this 
letter,  that  he  luul  never  mentiouml  the  name  of  a  idngle 
meinhonif  the  committw;  and   that  with  rcapcct  to  T^irtl 
Akhor])«  we  were  at  perfect  liberty,  either  to  put  him  into 
tht  chair  of  the  Finnnoc  Committee,  nr  not,  n%  wc  ple«M*d  \ 
and  sji  a  fmxtf  of  x\m  betn^  the  ouc,  he  encloMxl  me  nn 
pxtrart  of  n  letter  which  he  had  received  from   Lord  Al- 
thnrp,  in   reply  to  one  tranmnitteil  hy  him  to  the  iiohle 
lord,  to  know   whether,  in  case  he  nhoiiUl  ho  applied  to 
to  become  cliairman  of  the  committee,  he  would,  or  would 
not,  tonaent  lo  fulfil  the  dutien  of  the  office.     The  nohle 
lord^s  reply  was  dm*  if  my  right  honourahle  friend,  ilie 
Master  of  the  Mint,  should,  at  the  proper  time,  think  it  hi» 
duty  to  '*uggest  his  name  for  the  situation,  and  (he  dUg- 
gestiun  should  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  mem- 
hen  i>f  tlie  govi-nimetit,  and  provided  al«i,  that  certain 
aiTSDgementfi  were  made  respecting  the  committee,  he  (T^rd 
Althor]))  »;|)ould  not  feel  himself  indi*ipo6cd   to  accept  tlic 
chairmanship.    So  that,  up  to  the  time  to  which  I  am  rcfer- 
iog,  the  nomination  of  Lord  Althorp,  so  far  from  being  a 
complete  and  detennine<l  act,  wan    unsettled    and    cundi- 
tioBAl,  and  remained  merely  as  a  topic  which  had  been 
hmdled  in  cafluaJ  conversation.     On  the  day  of  my  receiv- 
ing this  answer  from  Brighton,  I    transndtted    it    under 
cover  to  the  Chancellor  of  the   ExchiHpier,   who   Kuhne- 
quently  returned  it  to  me  unaccom|>anied  by  a  single  ub- 
iervatioa.     This  is  the  whole  of  the  correspondence, — this 
the  whole  of  what  passed   conceniing  the  nomination  uf 
I^rd  Alll»orj»— as  far  a*  I  ain  informed  ur  concermHl. 

I  l)cg.  Sir,  lo  add  fairly  and  honestly — for  I  scorn  dis- 
giiisr — thai  the  matter,  as  it  has  occurred,  strikes  me  as 
being  of  the  most  trifling  and  unimjwrtaiit  nature  ;  and,  aX- 
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Oiough  the  rhaiiccllor  o^*  the  Exchequer  mif^ht  hnve  felt 
that  sunie  blig}it  was  conveyed  at  the  name  not  having 
been  originally  mentioned  to  him,  I  am  |>ersuaded  that 
every  one  who  impartially  views  the  qiieation  at  issue,  will  i 
feel  that  it  is  only  an  jipparent  slight.  It  would  certainly 
have  l)een  a  slight  had  it  l»een  so  inteniU'd  ;  but  I  aoi ' 
lemnly  declare  that,  on  my  part,  no  slight  whatcTcr  waA 
intended. 

From  the  2<1  of  December  up  to  the  260i  of  that  month 
— though  I  remained  constantly  in  town  up  to  the  23d — 
the  subject  never  was  revived  witli  me,  or  in  my  presence. 
If  anythinf^  passeii  between  other  niend)ers  of  the  cabinet 
upon  this  matter,  to  mc  it  was  wholly  unknown.  I  con- 
sidered it  con»pletely  at  rest.  It  is  true,  however,  that 
before  the  S6th,  several  event*  which  tended  materially  to 
imjwiir  the  strength  and  to  sliake  the  st^diility  of  the  Govcni- 
ment  had  occurred,  i^omc  of  them  are  notorious  to  all  the 
world,  and  it  is  no  part  of  my  explanation  here  to  describe 
them  :  others  were  conimunicateil  to  me  and  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Goderich,  in  a  manner  which  precludes  mp 
from  adverting  to  them,  without  betraying  confidences, 
which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  disclose.  These  signs  of  the 
times  were  (»minous ;  but  still,  when  I  left  town  for  a  few 
days  on  the  93d  (»f  December,  I  can  state  with  perfect 
sincerity,  that  it  was  my  'ixed  and  firm  determination  to 
use  my  l>est  efforts  to  keep  the  Government  together,  and 
to  prepare  myself  to  meet  the  difhculties,  whatever  they 
jnighl  be,  of  our  situation  in  Parliament.  Nay,  on  the 
very  day  on  which  I  left  London,  I  distinctly  declared, 
verbally  to  some,  and  by  letter  to  others,  of  my  colleagues, 
"•  that  whatever  might  Ik?  the  risk  of  failure,  and  even  were 
the  blame  of  a  bad  light  to  fall  upon  myself,  I  woulil  ratluT 
go  fairly  and  manfully  to  it,  than  appear  to  shrink  at  thr 
approach  of  the  struggle.'^ 
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Butt  tfir,  three  days  afterwards,  on  the  2Gth  of  ])«. 

!«iiber,  Ix-iii^  tlion  at   Hnuidlandts  the  seat  of  my  noble 

mi  Lord  ^uinlc^^ton,   I  nwcived  from  Lord  Godvrich  a 

Ci>py  "f  t)it^  \vlWr  whicli   lind  Iktu  addresHCHl  (a  Jiim  on 

liit   ai»l,  by    thf   Chmut'llor    of  Uie    Exchc<|iier.     I^rtl 

(■odfriL-h  left  nw  ut  liberty  to  shew  it  tu  Lonl  !*ahiicrktnii. 

['I   did  &o, — but  froui  that  niuiuent,  as  my  noble  friend  will 

me  the  jtiKtiee  to  rerolk-ct,  I  plainly  saw  and  drelarcd, 

it  wImiic^xt  liltic  chnnco  Uii;re  ntight,  atone  tiinr,  havi- 

(i»ted  uf  Hiy  bciti^  ctiablcd  to  conduct  the  afrointof  Govvm- 

foeai  in  the  House  of  Commonat,  it  wast  now  at  on  end  ; — 

,  that  those  who  were  my  coUcaj^e«  there,  and  u})oii  whiwic 

iiriliai,  steady^  and  zealoiu  co-operation   tliat  chance  mi 

nainly  depended,  were  not  likely  to  draw  together  ; — that 

Here  was  no  hope  of  our  all  pulling  one  way,  and  looking 

Ffo  one  object.      From  the  moitient   that    I    felt   convinced 

[(and  rcHexiuii  and  furtlier  uiformiitioii  only  ctjnfimied  tiiat 

Econriction)^  that  1  could  not  rely  uimn  that  union  of  ft«liog 

landinterc^,  1  could  not  doubt    that   to  go   on     with    tlic 

Ijulminiiftration,     under    the    cireunistanech    which    I   have 

[tUtodp  would  be  to  exjiosc  lite  best  intcrentfi  of  the  public, 

ad»  oociscquently,  to  put  my   own   public   character  and 

lal  rcsponjHhility  in  joo^inrdy.     On   the  SJ7tli  of  Dc. 

■bcr  (the  day  after  the  receipt  uf  this  letter)   I  relumiHl 

[to  town.     On  the  i^lh,  I  saw  X^rd  Guderich,  and  laid  my 

mind  open  to  him,  ah  I  liavenow  laid  it  open  t4ithe  Houiw. 

Hie  t<iltl  me   explicitly*  that  the  question  of  the  Chairman- 

■hip  of  the  Coiumittcc  of   Finance  waii,  in  tlie  alibtnu-l,  of 

I  thrting  irn|iortanee ;  for  that,  without  meaning  to  di&parago 

the  ju*t    preteiuions  of  Lord  Altliorp,  other  members  of 

Parliament    aiight    be  found  equally  cum|K'tent     to  that 

lihuation.     It  Mean  iniponHihle,  Ikowever,  for  nir  to  diBhemblu 

{(d  ttiy*clf,  thai  from  the  manner  in  which  ihU  obiitacle  had 

nnfortimately  arisen,  it  could  not  In-  easily  overcome  ;  and 
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that,  from  t!ie  moment  it  was  required  as  jndifipeiisablc  that 
this  particular  arrangement  should  be  ahandoned,  it  became 
impossible  for  me  to  recede,  without  admittinp^  such  a  con- 
cession, as  I  knew  would  1w  hailetl  by  some  a*  a  subject  of 
triumph, — such  as  would  tend  to  lower  mc  in  the  public 
opinion,  and  expose  me,  even  in  this  House,  to  be  taunted 
with  wont  of  firmness,  and  thus  conse<piently  greatly 
diminish  tlie  measure  of  my  usefulness  in  the  official  sphere 
which  I  then  occnipied.  I  perfectly  admit,  that  the  ab- 
Ktract  question  was  of  no  moment;  but  it  became  raised  by 
accompanying  circumstances  into  one  of  vital  importance, 
«nd  aswuned  a  form  pregnant  with  danger. 

On  the  29th,  a  cabinet  was  summoned  upon  a  question 
of  great  importance,  in  reference  to  our  foreign  policy. 
Now,  Sir,  I  beg  the  particular  attention  of  the  House  to 
dates  and  circumstances. 

Before  the  meeting  of  the  Cabinet,  I  called  upon  my 
noble  friend,  Lord  Godcrich,  and  told  him  that  I  no  longer 
c*msidered  myself  in  the  King's  service;  that  I  was  about 
to  write  to  his  Majesty,  iiumbly  to  tender  my  resignatioa 
(in  fact  my  letter  was  then  already  written,  though  not 
sent),  and  that  T  should,  therefore,  take  no  part  in  the 
<leliberatinns  of  the  Cabinet  o^  that  day ;  though,  to  pre- 
vent premature  surmises  and  inconvenient  imprefisionB 
among  our  colleagucB,  I  should  attend  the  meeting-  My 
noble  friend  told  ine,  that  my  withdrawing  from  the  King's 
Ber\*ice  would  necessarily  and  immediately  break  up  the 
whole  Administration,  and  he  suggestetl  to  me  that  I 
ought^  before  the  meeting  of  the  Cabinet,  to  make  known 
my  intentions  to  my  noble  friend,  the  Foreign  Secretary,* 
— ^in  order  that  he  miffht  judge  how  far  it  would  be  proper 
to  bring  forward  any  imjwrtant  question,  in  such  a  state  of 
tfiairs.     I  immediately  acted  upon  this  suggestion.     After 

*  J'ho  EnrI  of  Dudlev. 
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the  Cabinet  I  was  told  fay  my  noble  fririul,  luird  Dudle)% 
that  Lord  Lnnsdowne  wa^  on  the  puiot  of  rHurning  to 
Bouood  for  a  furtniglit.  Considering  his  stAtiou  in  Uie 
Crovenuuenl,  and  the  eiitiiv  a>nfi<lcnce  vxiftting  Iwtwceii  uh, 
I  did  not  ihiuk  chat  I  coiUd  let  biin  leave  luwn  witlnnit 
making  known  to  him  the  ^auie  stateaient  which  I  had 
before  made  to  Lxird  Dudley  mid  J.<ortl  Goderich.  With 
thi;0  kDuwle<l^e,  Luat  I.armlowne  left  town  the  next 
morning.  Here  I  ought  to  state,  tiiat  both  Lonl  Dudley 
and  Lord  l^ansHunne  nuidu  the  mime  remark  as  Ix»rd 
Guderich  ;  namely,  thai  my  re&igimtion  would  iimuedialriy 
break  up  the  wholo  Adniinistraliou.  C'ircun)!ttiin<x*9  uhiub 
occuttlhI  tJu*  next  day  (I  allude  to  tJw  nrrivnl  of  the  Infant 
Dull  Miguel,  and  bis  viut  to  hi«  ilaje«ty)  induced  me  \a 
iiUApend  for  a  few  day»  t))e  intention  of  aending  in  my  letter 
of  resignation* — and,  in  that  interval,  it  wad  n'prcsented  to 
me  very  strongly  ihat^  uhiUt  on  tlie  one  hand  my  retiring 
would,  fruin  cirt:uui&iauc«fi,necenarily  broak  up  the  Govem- 
fVent,  tlie  rtnignatiun  of  Mr.  Hcrrics  would  not  Deeea«ariiy 
produce  that  effect ; — that  by  persevering  I,  then-fore,  was 
suaking  my»eif  individually  ri»>ponsible  for  breaking  up  tlie 
Adminijitration.  I  yielded  to  these  repreaentatimu,  and  od 
the  1st  of  Jjmuary  I  wrote  to  Ixinl  Gixiericli,  proftHin^  him 
tu  atceruiti  Mr.  llerrit'V  iinol  duisiuu,  and  that  1  vhtmld 
suspend  till  then  any  further  step  on  my  part.  Aly  noble 
frieml  used  every  means  of  entreaty  and  }KrKuaHion  in  hin 
power  to  induce  Mr.  Hcrries  to  recall  hiH  re&ignation ;  and, 
iinally,  failing  in  Uiat,  lie  waited  u|K)n  his  Majesty  on  the 
8th  of  January.  The  result  I  need  Dot  mention.  But, 
under  the  ditBcultiefl  in  which  my  noble  friend  was  placed 
(and  there  were  several  of  great  weight  to  which  I  am  not 
at  liberCy  to  advert),  I  am  bound  to  &ayt  tliai  I  flunk  my 
Doble  friend  did  his  duty  to  the  King  and  the  Country  iu 
laying  tbcm  honestly  and  fairly,  a«  he  did,  before  his  Mn- 
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jesty.  Uiit  it  was  his  own  act.  At  lea^t,  I  iliil  m>t  know 
vhether  my  noble  friend  woulil,  or  would  not,  submit  any 
new  arrangement  to  the  King;  but,  in  my  judgment,  his 
first  duty  was  to  conceal  uuthing  from  his  Majesty. 
Tlie  House  and  tlie  country  must  sec  that  I  went  every 
length  which  I  consistently  could»  even  to  the  alMudotunent 
of  the  course  whicli  my  own  judgment  had  pointed  out  to 
me  as  the  l)est  and  fittest  for  me  to  jjursue,  in  onlcr  to 
prevent  the  Government  of  Lord  Goderich  from  lieing 
broken  up.  I  can  safely  afiirm,  that  the  exertions  which  I 
made  for  this  purpose,  during  four  montlis,  were  inces- 
sant; and  that  1  most  ci»rdially  and  zeah^u^y  laboured 
with  my  noble  friend,  sparing  neither  pains,  nor  comfort, 
Qor  health  itself,  to  keep  together  the  elements  of  which 
it  was  formed ;  and,  what  was  far  more  tlifHetdt,  the 
parties  and  intercslft  from  wliicli  it  was  entitled  to  expect 
support. 

On  tlic  10th  of  January,  in  the  evening,  I^rd  Lansdowne 
returned  to  town,  two  days,  consequently,  after  Lord 
Godericli's  administration  waj>  virtually  at  an  end.  1  am. 
Sir,  obIige<l  to  introduce  the  name  of  the  noble  nuu-qui« 
here,  not  certainly  from  any  thing  which  has  been  said  by 
my  noble  friend,  but  in  order  to  clear  away  an  insinuatioiv 
which  hu»  been  most  unwarrantably  thronn  out  in  anolljer 
place,  witlt  reference  to  the  sincerity  of  my  cunnnuuicaiions 
with  Lord  Lansdownc,  and  to  destroy  an  imputation  of 
something  like  treachery  on  my  ]jart  towards  bin*. 

At  the  time  of  which  I  am  speaking  I  had  had  no  com- 
numication  whatever  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington*  but  I 
ha<l  heard  that  a  noble  and  learned  lord  had  a  communica- 
tion to  make  to  Lord  Lansdoune.  The  next  morning,  the 
llth>  I  had  an  interview  with  the  noble  Marquis.  In  that 
iJitcrview  I  alluded  to  the  nature  of  that  comnnmicatioD; 
and  certainly  in  that  interview  I  understoful  that,  tthould 
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mch  a  cnmnuinkatioii    Ik-   itittdiN    Ik-,    KnnI    I.niiwlownc, 
iMMiUl}  for  reawms  whiih  lie  then  »taUi)  to  iiu*,  niul  which 
be  has  stated  publicly^  not  fw\  hiniM-lf  at  lilvrty  to  continue 
ill  the  Minij)try>     At  the  same  time,  1  am  frtv  tu  uy<  that 
I  (ieclaretl  in  reply  that  I  Hifl  notroncoivctho  rennonR  which 
my  Doblc  friemi  athhu'ctl  in  MipiMfCl  nf  hJ4.<lccisiiJii — rcnflomi 
prtnci|MHv  involving  rircumntancw  connected  witli  the  nf- 
fairs  of  Ireland  and  the  (  lUhnlic  t^iieMlion — In  K*  of  such  a 
BHtun\  a»  to  preclude  nic  tVt»ni  excrcisinf*  n>y  own  dixrction, 
dkMild  a  pr(i|MMal  to  ninain  in  otficc  be  made  to  me.    Now, 
Sir,  the  imrinuutiun  u^ain^t  nie  ta  that,  availing  niy^flf  of 
this  knowlcdjj^cof  the  noble  Marquis's  intcution^t,  I  told  thr 
Duke  of  Wellington,  and  tlurcby  prevcnle<l  any  prD|x>sal 
bring  made  to  him.    This  iosinualiun  I  have  wen  in  print, 
and  I  feel  bound  att  a  public  man  to  re{>el  it.     I  soleninly^ 
^«clare  that  from  that   moment  I  felt  my  lipi  H^ale<l  in  rt«- 
'  1|>ect  to  Lord  l^anMlouTic,  in  any  communication  which  I 
might  have  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington, — and  I  can  state 
one  strong  circumntanre  in  conHnnntion.     On  Sunday,  the 
13th  (I  was  then  confined  to  my  house),  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Carlisle  calleti  ujHin  nic,  to  a-sk  whether  I  could  give 
liini  any  iDformation  on  thifl  ]x>int — tliat  it*,  whether  nny 
communication  was  to  l>emadc  to  Lord  LanMlownc.   I  then 
staled  conli<lei)tiaIty  to  my  nubic  fnen<l  what  Lord  Lann- 
downe  had  tuld  me  of  hifl  sentiments  on  Friday,  nnd  I  ex- 
pcirMly  a«fiignL-d  to  him  that  information  as  a  ronctuMive 
readon   with  me  for  remaining  altogether  nlent  upon  the 
subject. 

I  now  come.  Sir,  to  the  explanation  which  T  have  to  give, 
and  which,  I  (rust,  will  not  rxrupy  the  time  of  the  House 
jor  many  minutes,  in  re^jH^ct  to  what  I  am  suppiHod,  or 
reported,  to  have  said  at  Liverfxjol  on  the  subject  of  the 
CMmnuni cations  which  passed  between  tne  imd  the  Duke  of 
Welb'ngton,  on  the  formation  of  the  new  AdminiMration. 
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Before  I  advert,  however,  to  thiis  subject^  I  cannot  help 
saying,  that  I  did  not  expect  the  mere  fact  of  my  answer- 
ing the  queries  of  my  constituents  on  suoh  an  occasion, 
qiiiCe  intlepeodent  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  answers 
themselves,  would  become  tlie  subjeet  of  a  sneer  in  a  BritiKli 
House  of  Parliament.  ^Vith  all  the  imfoignoti  rcs]>eci 
which  I  feci  for  the  great  cunstitutionat  learning  which 
distinguishes  the  (]uarter  from  M-hieh  that  sneer  prxx.*eeile<l, 
I  own  that  I  still  retain  enough  of  what  I  must  now,  how- 
evcTj  Buppose  is  considered  by  some  as  obK>lete  prejudice, 
to  tliink  tliat  wlieii  a  member  of  tlio  Houne  of  Commons 
accepts  an  office  imder  the  (.'rown,  and  vacates  liift  seat 
by  such  acceptance,  and  goes  back  to  his  former  con- 
stitueuls  to  ask  the  renewal  of  the  conHdence  and  trust 
which  they  had  before  re^msetl  in  him,  that,  standing  be- 
fore tliem  in  that  situation,  more  than  on  any  other  oeoasiou, 
he  owes  to  them,  according  to  the  bcBt  theory  and  practice 
of  the  popular  jtart  of  our  constitution,  a  ftdl  acc<iunt  of 
thedrcumstanees  which  have  brought  him  l>cforethoiu;  and 
that  he  is  bound  to  satisfy  the  scrutinizing  queriefl  and 
doubts  of  those  who  have  uot  only  a  right  to  ask  for  infor- 
mation, but  al(to  a  duty  to  disctiarge  on  belialf  of  the 
people  of  Kngland,  in  manifesting  iheir  jealousv  f»n  such 
an  occasion.  There  may  exist  in  tliis  country  some  school 
of  innovation  (not  the  school  to  which  I  belong)  in  which 
tliis  doctrine  is  exploded  as  antiquntctl  and  mistaken.  The 
lights  of  this  Kchool  have  not  yet  lieamed  upon  my  con- 
stituents, and  sure  I  am  that  with  the  intelligent  and 
numerous  community  which  it  is  my  pride  to  re|»rc«enr,  all 
the  virtues,  all  the  learning,  and  the  transccndnnt  talents  of  t 
the  noble  individual  to  whom  I  allude,  would  not.  under 
similar  circumstances,  have  \ycen  a  satisfactory  guarantee  to 
my  constituents,  if  he  hatl  refused  to  give  them  such  eat- 
pliinations  as  I  was  called  ii|>on  to  afford. 
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ffioWf  Sir,  hiiWn^  ^tumbled  upon  thU  unfortunate  word 
*^.§tmrani€e^'* — a  word  upon  which  so  much  nonamse  ha« 
been  vritton  and  talked,  and  ra  much  malevolence  Item  at 
work,  in  (hiK  town,  within  the  last  week,  and  by  which, 
erco  iiptm  hooesl  ami  f/iir  niindft,  nonic  erroneous  inYprr»- 
sions  niay  have  Ih¥I)  nmdo, — I  reoilily  aitmit  that  it  wat  th« 
word  which  I  employed,  more  than  once,  in  addrcMinj;  my 
ciin»tituent«  at  Liverpool. 

1  miul  say  that  1  cannot  but  marvel  that  liiere  ^muld 
exiM  unciflrstandings  so  conatitutwl,  and  feelings  so  per- 
vcrtcci,  at  least  in  any  doHs  of  men  claiming  (o  be  g;entle- 
invn  and  men  of  honour,  as  to  siipptMH*  that  cither  I»  or 
any  of  my  noble  snd  right  honourable  friends,  who  furmiHl 
pan  of  the  last  administration,  negotiated  with  the  Duke 
of  W«Umgton  u|)on  the  principle  of  n  bargain  to  be  madc^  < 
and  a  eontract  U>  l>e  entered  into,  between  advcme  |iarti«« 
having  opposite  and  conHicting  interests.  I)o  tliey  iniaginc 
that  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  with  his  exalted  character 
•ml  high  senbe  of  honour,  is  a  man  very  likely  to  have  nent^ 
net  for  one,  but  for  live  or  six  gentlemen,  who  have  never 
shewn  indiiferenee  to  cliaracter  or  persoiml  honour,  for  the 
worse  than  idle  purpose  of  trying  upon  thriii  what  could 
only  have  l)eeu  coUKtdereil  as  an  in&ult-  Or  do  they  pay 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  (he  ctmiplinient  to  suppose,  that 
he  i*  such  a  driveller,  as  not  to  see  that,  if  litese  Hve  or  six 
geotletuea  couttl,  fur  a  moment,  have  entertained  the 
monstrous  prufxjbal  (su)>posing  it  to  have  l>een  made), 
they  would  liave  rendered  thcmselveti  wornc  than  useless  in 
the  construction  of  his  adniiiu-stration  P  Speaking  of  the 
Duke  of  WeHinglon  on  the  one  |»art,  and  of  niynclf  and 
my  honourable  friends  on  tlu;  other,  I  says  that  to  have 
made  such  a  propos&U  or  to  have  listened  to  it,  on  which- 
ever side  it  had  origiiuited,  would  have  brought  equal  dis- 
credit upon  both.     What  sort  of  a  driveller,  then>  must  I 
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be,  if,  in  addressing  my  constituents  at  Liverpool,  I  justly 
exposed  iiiysdf'and  utliers  to  ttiia  imputaliuii,  and  did  so, 
with  the  certainty  that,  within  three  days,  my  insaiw 
statement  must  be  known  to  tht*  partitfii  whom  it  afTectei), 
and  contradietcd  by  one  and  all  of  them,  not  only  injustice 
to  themselves,  but  in  eoni|)assion  to  the  author  of  it  ? 

I  do  not  retract  one  jot  of  all  that  I  stateil  to  my  coni- 
Rtiluents  at  Liverpcxtl  respecting  Guanintees.  I  cannot  be 
an.swerable  for  the  exact  words  which  I  u»etl,  and  .still  less 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  reported,  amidst 
the  din  and  interruptions  of  a  public  husiioj^s  at  a  ]K>pu- 
lar  election  ;  but,  in  meaning  and  substance,  what  I  said  was 
this:  tiuit,  before  I  fjave  uiy  consent  to  form  n  jiart  of 
the  present  administration,  I  had  sought  fur  explanationSi 
OS  well  in  res^iect  to  general  principles,  as  to  certain 
measures  then  pending,  connected  both  wiih  our  domestic 
and  our  foreign  ])olicy.  Having  received  explanations, 
and  come  to  such  an  understanding  as  appeared  to  xne 
satisfactory,  I  considered  the  remaining  in  office  of  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  of  the  President  of  the  Hoard  of] 
Trade,  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  of  the  Secretary  fur  i 
Ireland,  as  the  best  guarantee  to  me  (the  best  that  could  be 
given),  that  sut-h  understanding  was  e<|ually  satisfactory  to  ^ 
theni,  and  that  their  remaining  jointly  with  myself  would 
be  a  guarantee  (a  voucher  or  pletlge  if  you  will)  to  our 
friends,  to  the  ]>ublie,  and  in  the  case  of  the  Foreign  Si>- 
cretary,  to  our  nllies  and  to  Kurofx*. 

In  order  lo  leave  no  doubt  that  this  was  my  meaning-^ 
id  addrcj^sing  my  constituents,  I  put  tliis  sort  of  cballejige 
to  the  qucriKt-s  by  xvhom  I  had  been  catechized,  and  lo 
wiiom  I  was  then  replying — Admitting  that,  for  the  pre^ 
servation  of  office  and  its  emoluments  at  the  expense  of 
public  and  personal  honour,  I  had  l)ecn  base  enough  to 
remain,  yon  must  &up)x>se  that  Lord  Dudley,  and  Lord 
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l*Abner8t(tin  llmt  Mr.  (fritnt  find  Mr.  I.ainl»,  liavp  joinnl 
wjtii  nie  in  tlii:*  i*tMt<ipir(i(-v  in  niin  uiir  awn  cliaracU'rs*  hx 
»  shameful  dereliction  of  |>rinci}>Ic,  and  a  liase  abandon- 
ment ofmeaMirirff  to  which  we  an*  committed  ;  and  I  A»kcd 
lh«m,  if  they  thought  Kuch  a  ci^K]Mra< y  pn^lmble,  or  evin 
po«frihI(>?  It  muM,  tlu-refirre,  have  Uvii  u(>viou!«  (ii*  1  huvr 
the  bc0l  prnuf  that  it  vraa  nhvioi»)  U»  my  conxtitiientA  at 
Ktverpool,  that,  in  UKin;;  the  wortt  *' (itmnintevr  K  was 
ncit  applying  it  in  the  litrict  teehuical,  ur  K'ft»l.  i*rui(e<— 
that  I  was  not  fi^Kakin^  of  a  written  enj^agcnicnt*  properlv 
»tam|x*(3,  »i(Tnc<1  and  ^eaU^  for  the  ]>crfonnancc  of  certain 
artic'lt«. — IhjI  in  the  wiii*e  in  which  the  wcinl  ia  frequently 
i«cd  in  cufumoti  |)arUnec — in  prwisely  the  siune  M-n^  in 
wbiHl  it  van  ufked  in  thi«  House,  without  cxciiiuf^  kiH'cial 
notice  or  givinpj^  ofl'encc  to  any  one,  on  the  first  day  of  tlw 
•ession  hy  my  noble   frieml  the  Secretary  at  War.     When 

^dverlini^  to  Ireland,  he  jwid  —  *'*^Mv  hononrahle  friend, 
the  memlier  for  Annaf^^h,  ami  those  who  are,  witii  him, 
equally  anxious  as  to  the  welfare  ff  Ireland,  must  regard 
the  continuance  of  my  right  honourable  friend  in  his  otfiee, 
AS  Agnnrantee  that  the  administration  of  the  aHairs  of  that 
country  will  be  conducted  on  tlie  same  princi]»les  of  eon- 
nliation  as  before,  and  with  the  snnie  views  of  kee])ini{  ll»e 
pa«ions  of  all  |)arlie«  in  a  stAte  of  uadi^iturbed  tranquil- 
tity.**  Therefore,  I  say,  Sir,  that  I  and  my  noble  and 
ripht  honourable  friends  have  all  tlie  guamntces  "f  Rtipii- 
lations,  i)r  pled^fs — call  them  which  you  will — which  we 

■^er  dreamt  of  asking  for.  They  consist  in  the  exi>lana- 
tions  and  nnderRtandinif  which  we  hati  with  the  noble  Duke, 

'^^-\n  the  fact,  that  the  Foreign  lX'|>arlinenl  of  this  country 
tymainn  in  the  hanii&  of  uiy  noble  friend  Loril  Dudley, — 
of  it*  Cfrtinnercial  Policy  continuinj;  in  the  lumda  of  my 
ri^ht  honourable  friend  Mr.  GrojU, — of  the  Chief  8ecre- 
tar\"ship  and  Governn»mt  of  Ireland  nmaiuin^  a^  it   wh* 
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ill  the  late  AdminiKtraliuiv — and  of  tlie  Colonial   Policy, 
Inking  still  In  »iy  diarge. 

I  have  no  intetitiun  Ui  involve  my  right  hunuurabl« 
friend  the  Home  Secretary,  in  the  necessity  of  saying  one  ' 

word  upon  any  part  of  this  painful  discussion.  I  will  say 
nothing  niy&elf,  which  I  do  not  tliink  necessary  for  the  vin.> 
dication  of  my  character, — asper^d  as  it  is  by  some  from 
whom  I  might  have  expected  a  different  treatment ;  but 
as  coming  \cithin  that  line  of  demarcatiun,  I  do  say  in  his 
presence  (as  one  that  can  contradict  nic  if  I  state  any  thing 
not  correct) — that,  at  a  very  early  periotl  of  my  commu- 
nication with  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  I  did  state,  that, 
if  it  was  wished  to  retain  me  in  t)ie  Government,  I  should 
look  to  Lt>rd  D*idley,  Lord  Falmerftton,  Mr.  Grant,  and 
Mr.  L^mb,  being  also  retained  in  their  respective  situa- 
tions. I  clainied  no  authority  to  communicate  with  tbem«  ^^m 
or  t<i  convoy  to  tfieni  any  offer.  On  the  contrary,  lToni.^^B 
the  moment  I  had  made  known  my  expectation,  I  avoided 
all  communication  with  them,  and  it  was  for  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  to  make  them  the  otters,  or  not,  as  it  might 
appear  to  him  desirable,  or  otherwise,  for  the  construction 
of  his  government.  It  was  also  for  the  Duke  to  give  tb«fn 
Ruoli  explannlions  as  thev  might  wish  for  on  the  oca 
It  is  true,  when  they  lind  each  been  sent  for  in  sui 
sioD,  and  each  had  received  such  preliminary  explanations 
as  they  asked  for  on  the  occasion,  they  came  to  me, 
and,  upon  si>ino  points,  we  afternanls  had  communication!! 
jointly  with  the  Duke,  fur  the  ^ko  of  more  efroctuallv 
guarding  ourselves  from  the  risk  of  having  misunderstood 
any  thing  which  he  had  state<l  to  us  separately- 

Therefore,  Sir,  I  say  again  and  emphatically,  in  llie 
only  sense  in  which  I  used  the  word,  that  Lord  Dudley 
remaining  in  his  office, — Mr.  Grant  remaining  in  his  officer 
— and  the  other  gentlemen  remaining  ip  their  offices,  are 
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giianntocii,  to  f%\e  miHt  mttitffiictDryt  and  I  tnist  t*qufll1y  w 
to  the  public.  To  nie,  and  tn  ihcm  individually,  an  under. 
standling  with  the  noble  Duke,  might  have  \yvtn\  fierfvctlj 
soficicot;  but,  when  the  execution  of  the  tneanureti  to  which 
thai  understanding  applies,  reinointf  ciitru«tcd  to  the  HAtne 
handA  an  licfons  I  think  we  ought  to  stand  clrmr  with  the 
most  fice[itical  and  captious  as  to  our  conduct  in  remaining 
in  office. 

I  have  l>cforc  stated,  that  tlie  rc|X)rl(Ts,  tn  whciv  general 
skill,  Uiligtiict%  and  impartiality.  1  lun   most  rradv  tn  lieaf 
witness,  misconceived  what  I  stated  ;  but  my  coniitituentt 
at   t.iv^Tpcxil  did  not,  as  I  have  reason  to  know,  labour 
nndcr  any  such  miTiciniccptinn.     I   wilt   state   the  f^mimds 
upon  which  I  make  this  assertion,  and  I  request  the  atten- 
tion of  the  HouAe,  as  nty  character  in,  in  some  degree,  intcw 
reated  u|ion  tlie  |K>int :  and  I  would  likewitv  take  the  liberty 
of  re(|ucsting:  the  purticidar  nttcnlion  of  the   honourable 
uui  learned  gentleman  oppnttite.     The  letter  which  1  hold 
in  my  hand,    I   receive*!  this  morning  by  ]J(»st.     So  far,  1 
am  glad  that  thi^ explanation  has  lioen  |K>ht|K)ne<l  from  Fri- 
day  tmtil  this  evening;  since  it  has  enabled  me  to  procure 
the  evidence  of  a  witness  bIma'c  all  «usj)ician— no  friend  of 
mine,  either  per^sonally  or   |>oliticallv — u  witness,  whom  I 
rtcver  saw  in  uiy  life  until  1  met  him  on  the  husttnpi  at  the 
day  of  electii^m ;— one  who,  aliovc  nil   perswrns,   was   most 
intrrerted  carefully  to  watch  what  I  did  ^y ;  betvuse  he 
ha<l  undertaken   to   re]>ly   to  what  might  fidl  fmni  me.     I 
>hall  cvt-r  fi*rl  grateful  td  the  writer  of  this  letter,  inaMiiuch 
is  from  a  real  sense  of  fair  dealing,  which  always  fonns 
jjart  of  the  character  of  Englishmen,   howe^er  opjKwed  in 
politics — from  a  ntere  sertse  of  charity,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression,  befitting  the  character  of  u  niiniHier  of  religion, 
who  saw  a  j>cr«m  sufFering  under  unjust  imputations — he 
€«me  forward  to  give  testimony  in  my  behalf.    The  gentle- 
man tu  whom  I  allude  is  the  Ki-vcrcnd  Mr.  Shepherd.  The 
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learifed  gentleman  op|x>BJte  knows  that  he  is  int^pAWe  of 
stating  any  thing  that  is  not  i-on*ect ;  and  nuireover,  he  has 
no  motive  for  any  thing  which  Itc  ntates  on  this  occaMon, 
except  to  satisfy  justice.  If  I  had  not  received  this  letter, 
the  IIou!«c  would  have  been  in  jKJssession  of  iiotllini;  more 
than  niv  own  assertion  of  what  I  intended  to  say  at  IJver- 
pool,  opi^osed  to  imiMnfect  reports;  bat  I  trust  the  House 
will  do  me  thu  justice  to  believe,  that  in  such  a  case  I  should 
have  confidently  relied  u|>(>n  my  eharattcr  wilh  them,  and 
should  not  liave  deigned  to  call  upon  any  witness  to  rujv 
port  my  statement.  Mr.  Shepherd's  testimony,  however, 
is  voluntary,  and  comes  from  a  quarter  whence  of  all  others 
I  least  expected  it,  and  therefore  I  do  not  scruple  to  moke 
use  of  it.  Mr.  Shepherd,  I  should  observe,  stood  close 
beside  me  on  the  hustings,  and  therefore  could  not  fail  to 
hear  distinctly  all  that  passed.  The  letter  is  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : — 

'*  SiH,  "  Onteacrc,  Feb.  14,  1828. 

"  On  readiop  my  Morning:  Clirnniclc  tliis  evening,  it  iip}fcar«  to  nw 
that  tlic  London  ri.'{K»rterB  inusL  havf  atrangely  iniaiippreheiidud  an 
important  part  of  your  la^t  njiecch  at  tbv  hustiaga,  on  your  rc-nkc- 
tion.  As  I  stood  v\o»e  to  you  on  thut  nccasian^  iind  utti-ntivvlv 
marked  wlint  yuu  said,  zu  it  was  luv  duty  to  do,  in  the  ciri'um«tuincc* 
in  which  I  was  ploccd,  1  have  a  dialini-t  rfctjlU'ction,  that  when  j-mi 
•puke  of  Ouaruntecs,  you  said,  in  »ubstnncc,  that  you  found  them  in 
the  rompmitinn  iff  the  pmjeeted  <*ahinet,  and  esjtecially  in  the  in- 
troduction  into  it  of  Lord  Dudley,  Mr.  (irant,  and  one  moru,  whom 
1  dn  not  111  IhiN  instant  call  to  uiind.  i)f  pcTBimaJ  guarantoee,  a» 
demanded  from,  and  ^ren  by,  the  Duke  of  U'ellingtim,  you  did  not 
sfty  one  word.  Accordingly,  in  my  reply,  the  essence  of  what  1  t-aid 
WBB  a  doubt  whether,  in  the  composition  of  the  Cabinet,  you  would 
find  nutfirieot  support  to  your  own  libernl  vicHT". 

•*  I'erhapm,  Iwforo  you  receive  thi«,  you  may  have  run  the  ^auntJet 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  If  my  reiniuisL-Qncea,  faowaver,  »bouJd 
perchance  be  of  any  «or\-iee  to  you,  It  is  but  jui>t  that  I  should  put 
ihcni  at  your  disposiil.  Minibtcrs  of  btute  huvt:  aufficictit  tvi  answer 
for,  without  being  inoonvenienced  by  the  errore  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  press.       I  remain,  Youn*,  &c.        Wilmau  Stfei'iiEno.*' 
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There  is  a  |K»iUcripl,  which  I  will  read  fur  tbt  bcDcfii  of 
Use  hiNiourttbiv  And  Icanu-d  ^vntUinuii — 

**  P.fi.— 1  take  it  for  irrmtvd  tluit  Mr.  Uro«|[hnni  will  hsrv  vomc 
coBimeiil  lo  make  un  the  Ule  lraa«ai-tiutu.  J'liBtf  itn  ihu  fHjint,  im 
WVjf  nni  rtl  on  irri>ng  j^riiiiitil,  I  could  wttli  \i>ii  wimlJ  ruiiitiiiiiii' 
estc  to  (urn  the  purport  uf  lhi«  Irtii  r." 

I  am  quite  ready  to  obey  the  reverend  writer's  iiijuDc- 
tiou.  (Mr.  J)r<>ii){han). — It  i»i|uite  uniK^esMirv.  I  accept 
the  right  honourable  ^i>ntJetiiau*A  porHtmul  guoraDlix'.] 

lUviiigstAitti  thiikUiuchoiitbe  subjectuf  a  mijitftki'ii  word, 
1  vill  Duw  pruoeed  to  juiolher  aiid  more  iiiipitrtaut  part  uf 
Um  question,  the  general  [lulicyuf  the  pre«entAdminiK(ratMin- 
Upon  that  part  uf  uiv  euimiiunieAtions  with  llic  Duke  of 
Welli»Kton  and  my  ri^ht  honourMble  friend  near  ine  which 
relatcH  to  geuerul  principlfx,  1  uwa  ihat^  fruni  the  fir^t, 
I  did  not  much  apprehend  that  we  should  diHer.  I  hwl 
Mt  with  botJi  of  tlR'Ui  in  CAbinet  for  K-verul  yeiirs.  They 
had  eoncurreil  in  aII  the  tneaMiren  which  hiul  Ikvu  briHigbl 
forward  by  trie  durinf(  thai  j)crioi].  Num,  whut  I  under- 
stand, and  what  any  nian  of  common  »en6ep  I  think,  must 
understand  by  the  Foreign  Policy,  or  the  Domestic  I'uticy^ 
of  the  country  at  any  particular  period  of  time,  is  the 
a|r[)Ueation  of  g«aend  principles  t4j  the  s|>ectal  niea»iirc* 
wliidi  are  n-udered  necessary,  in  ihe  (ir»i  eai***,  b^  the  htate 
of  our  reUtioofi  with  otiier  couniru-s ;  juid,  in  the  Kcund, 
which  are  become  expedient  fnr  the  internal  security*  or 
external  improvement,  of  our  own  country.  The  i4<K{MN 
ditiuii  to  Portugal,  the  Greek  Mediation;,  are  instances  of 
the  former, — the  Silk  question  is  an  instance  of  lite  lulliT. 
I  thought  the  general  principU'^  which  regulate  tlie  coin- 
uierce  of  the  couutry  in  uU  other  great  articles  of  tritde, 
ought  to  be  np]tlicd  to  ibis  branch.  My  noble  friend  now 
at  tlic  head  of  the  Uovcrttment, — my  right  luHM>urablc 
friend  near  me,  were  of  the  same  opinion.  I  pmpotfieti  ibis 
as^iilation    to  l*arUameut.      They   bup|iortcd    iL      'I'hc 
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plan  was  opj^osed  by  Mr.  Barinjf,  Mr.  ElHce,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams,— not  hecaii.sc  they  were  ultra^tories — not  becauM 
they  denied  the  principle*,  but  because  they  diftered  from 
me  as  to  the  application  of  them,  under  all  the  tlien  cip- 
ciimstances  of  the  manufacture  and  of  the  country.  Here, 
then,  is  an  illustration  of  a  difference  of  policy  (which  is  the 
application  of  principle  to  a  particular  state  of  tilings) 
between  nie  and  the  honourable  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have 
alluded.  Such  a  difference,  in  the  course  of  eventa,  may 
arise  between  men,  the  most  agreed  upon  principles,  and 
acting  most  conscientiously  and  honourably  together. 
When  it  does  .irit^e  between  me  and  my  colleagues,  if  wc 
cannot  reconcile  our  differences,  it  will  l>e  my  duty  to 
resign. 

That,  in  thus  speaking  of  principles,  I  have  said  nothing 
more  than  that  to  which  the  noble  Duke  himself  is  ready 
to  subscrilM^,  I  have  the  liest  assurance  in  what  has  fallen 
from  him  elsewhere.  The  noble  Duke  says, — "  It  cannot 
bo  forgotten,  that  I  was  a  member  of  Lord  IJverpoor» 
cabinet,  and  that,  in  being  so,  1  was  a  party  to  the  greater 
part  of  tlie  measures  u|wn  which  it  was  proposed  to  conduct 
the  business  of  the  present  Administration  ;  that  I  con- 
curred in  those  measures ;  and  that,  equally  with  others, 
I  share  their  full  responsibility.  How,  then,  could  I, 
with  the  least  sliow  of  consistency — the  slightest  regard  for 
character — depart  from  the  maintenance  and  prosecution  of 
measures  to  which  I  already  stand  jiledged  ?" 

Having  taken  the  liberty  to  read  these  words,  so  ex- 
pressive of  the  noble  Duke^s  sentiments,  I  would  wish 
those,  who  arc  ever  mischievously,  as  I  think,  endeavour- 
ing to  identify  him  with  their  own  contractetl  views  and 
prejudices,  to  bear  them  in  their  recollection,  and  to  miti- 
gate somewhat  of  that  blundering  zeal,  under  the  impulse 
of  which,  in  their  anxiety  to  asperse  the  character  of  Mr. 
Caaning,  they  do  not  perceive  that  they  ore  calling  in 
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qurcdoa  the  tinccrity  and  good  faJth  uf  the  noble  Duke- 
For  example,  when  they  i»Ute  (hut  the  Kx}M'dJtioD  to  Por- 
tugal WB«  at'm  under  r«1«e  pretences,  they  for^i  that, 
whtUt  Mr.  C'aoiting  was  expounding  the  niixivoft  for  ttuU 
£dlpMlitioD  in  this  House,  the  mAAv  Duke  hinineir  was 
dcfendin]^  the  neeesnty  and  urgency  nf  it  in  the  olh<Y 
House  of  Parliament : — when  they  reproliate  the  treaty  of 
the  6cli  of  Julv,  thev  are  ctjuaUy  forf^-tfuU  that  (lie  Bif^na- 
turc  of  the  nuhli:  Duke  is  attached  to  the  Protucxd  of  St 
Petenhurg  on  the  Huhjcct  of  Greece;  on  which  Protocol 
all  that  has  since  taken  place  is  necessarily  founded.  What 
becimie»i  theti,  of  the  imputation  of  illilK-rality  againttt  the 
Duke  uf  Wellington,  and  of  the  charge  of  incunHistency 
Against  myself  and  my  noble  and  right  honourable  friends 
for  taking  office  under  him  'f 

Now,  Sir,  ha\ing8aid  tto  much  alM>ut  principles  and 
explanations,  ami  undenitiuuling,  I  do  not  feel  myself 
railed  ufion  or  wiu'rante<l  to  particularize  all  the  points 
upon  which  I  commutiicnlwl  with  the  noble  Duke.  It 
would  l>e  obviously  contrar>  to  my  public  duty.  But  if 
this  call  had  been  made  upon  mc,  as  I  expected,  on  Friday 
night,  I  should  have  been  so  far  speeiBc  as  to  have  statctl 
to  the  House,  by  way  of  illustration  only,  that,  tijum  the 
verj'  important  qiiofitinn  then  brought  forward— die 
I  Ckimmittoo,  I  hod  asked  a  question,  and  received 
I  answer.  The  fact  i»  simply  this.  Being  confined  to 
my  room  by  intbh|>ositiun,  and  having  accidentally  omitted 
to  advert  to  this  topic  at  previous  interWew^  which  I  had  had 
vrith  the  noble  Duke,  I  wrote  (cuiitrary  to  the  usual  mode 
of  our  intercourse)  to  ask  him  what  I  was  to  understand  on 
this  point.  I  hold  i»  my  hand  the  Duke's  written  answer, 
which  was  perfectly  satisfactory.  Let  whoever  pleases 
say,  then,  there  were  no  pledges — no  stipulations,  no  gua- 
ntees,  I  will  not  dispute  about  the  literal  meaning  of 
ia;    I  olfer  this  plain  factas  a  fair  specimen  of  the  only 
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mode  of  proceeding,  which  could  take  place  between  g«ntle- 
meu  on  such  an  occttsion.  Uut  if  it  be  considered  a  pletlge, 
i  will  appeal  to  the  House  whether,  both  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  corainittoc,  and  the  principles  of  tht*  govern- 
ment, in  propo^inf<  it  to  the  Huuse,  that  pleil^e  lias  not 
been  most  fully  and  honourably  redeemed  ? 

I  will  not  dwell  further  on  this  subject ;  and  this  cxpla^ 
nation  nuw  i^iven,  no  misrepre£entatiui\s  that  may  lie  at- 
tempted,— possibly  purposely  attempted,  in  the  hope  of 
sowing  the  seeds  of  disunion  and  mistrust, — bhaU  ever 
induce  me  again  to  revert  to  it.    ■  i. 

Sir,  there  remains on]y  one  oliicr  p*>int,  of  a  very  jwinful 
nature,  iijwn  Mhich  1  wisli  to  say  a  word.  Tliis  quc&tion, 
I  understand,  has  been  directly  addressed  to  mc  in  anoUier 
phu'e,  and  where  I  could  not  jwssibly  answer  it — "  Did  not 
I  declare,  that  I  never  would  lx?long  to  an  administration  of 
which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  my  right  honourable 
friend  near  me,  formed  a  part?"  I  answer  emphaiifally 
and  positively,  tliat  I  never  made  such  a  declaration  as  that 
wliich  this  question  assumes.  Looking  to  the  quarter  from 
wliicit  the  question  uos  put,  respecting  the  pious  feelings 
by  which  it  was  suggested,  reverencing  with  equal  piety  the 
memory  of  him,  whose  memory  it  is  niistakenly>  as  I  conr  i 
ceive,  intended  to  serve,  I  wish  to  say  no  mure.  As  far  ol 
firivate  feelings  of  this  nature  are  a  fit  subject  for  public 
notice  in  parliament,  tlie  question,  I  know,  was  most  satisfac- 
torily rejjlied  to  in  the  place  where  it  was  put. 

Sir,  it  lias  been  my  misfortune — tlie  necessary  consequence 
of  the  course  which  I  have  pursued  in  this  House,  but  ia 
whicli  course  I  sliall  persevere, — to  l>e  exposeti  to  much 
obloquy  and  misconeeplion,  from  t  wo  op j>osite  classes  of  the 
community — those  who  make  it  a  matter  of  pride  (md  duty 
to  oppose  all  improvement,  simply  lK>cause  improvement 
implies  innovation ; — imd  those  wlio  look  to  principles  in  the 
abstract,  and  think  tlml  they  can  l)e  applied  without  regard 
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to  th«  coinplicatRl  oiul  artificial  btato  of  Mickrty  In  which 
we  <rti«rt,  ami  witliuut  taking  into  occimnt  the  fet'linj^  ami 
eircn  the  honest  prcjudiccv.  of  rcttpccUble  claKNen  of  the  com- 
mumty-  I  h«\'e  tsiHeavourod  to  fttocr  a  stcaily  course  be- 
tween t)iese  extremes — a  course,  I  am  well  aware,  of  whidi 
the  zealots  in  neither  ol'  ibeac  two  ]inrties  ejin  wholly  ajv 
prorc ;  but  in  which  I  liope  and  believe  that  I  shall 
continue  to  receive  the  support  of  (hose,  to  whom  I  liovc 
been  hitherto  intlebti-d  for  support  in  the  councils  uf  the 
country,  l>oth  in  Government  and  in  this  Housr ;  and  if 
there  be  any  who  may  build  tlieir  hupr»  a(  driving  mtr  from 
that  ftober  and  temperate  cotirnc,  by  attempting  tn  create 
cliMjniun  am]  mifttrust,  I  bliall  onlv  find  iu  such  attenips 
an  additional  motive  fijr  cordial  co-openuion  and  increoiod 
eonlUcnce. 

Eirery  public  man,  I  think,  is  ^K>und  to  ol»cy  the  call  of 
luft  Sovereiffn,  in  r««pect  to  the  public  service,  if  there  be 
n4ithing  in  that  call  inconsistent  with  bin  perMmal  honour 
and  declaretl  principles.  It  is  from  thia  aenaeof  duty  that 
I  am  now  in  office.  Honoured  beyond  my  Heiierts,  by  the 
contidence  of  my  King,  in  calling  me  to  the  situation  which 
I  now  HU,  and  by  the  approbation  which  I  have  hitherto 
Jnmi  in  thift  HouHc'  and  the  cnuntry,  I  sei-k  no  other 
iMBferK:  I  have  no  ambition  for  nny  other.  I  have  no  per* 
Hrmal  grutilication  in  view.  On  the  other  band,  ndmoni.shcd 
by  increasing  vearR  and  declining  strength,  by  iincertaiu 
health,  and  the  natural  and  gniwing  desire  of  tranquillity, 
if  I  find  thai  I  have  not  the  conHdenee  of  my  colleognoa  in 
ofliee,  and  that  nieumireA  which  I  think  necessary  tlo  not 
meet  with  lh**ir  concurrence,  I  ahall  not  be  hIow  to  seek 
retirement,  and  to  afford  to  my  noljle  friend  the  opportunity 
of  placing  the  seals  which  I  now  hold  in  more  efficient  hands. 

Mr.  DuneoRib*  liftviofr  »t»ted,  in  lite  coutm  of  the  drbntc,  that 
Mr.  II':  t   iiolhing^  should  F\Tr  Induco  kim 
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Mr.  Secretary  Huskisson  rose  to  explain.  He  said,  he 
trusted  that  his  peculiar  situation  would  excuse  his  intru- 
sion upon  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  The  declaration 
of  the  honoiirable  meml>er  opposite,  as  to  what  he  had 
heard  of  his  pledge  not  to  join  the  op|>onent8  of  Mr.  fan- 
ning— those  words  of  his  which  the  honourable  meud)er 
had  converted  into  a  pledge,  and  which  he  could  only  have 
heard  by  some  scandalous  violation  of  private  confidence — 
had  been  so  much  talked  of,  and  sti  gro*»ly  niisrepre&enlcd, 
that  he  would  state  what  they  really  were.  He  had  never 
uttered  any  thing  like  tiie  words  that  were  imputed  to 
hhn  ;  namely,  **  that  he  would  never  again  take  office  with 
those  who  had  persecuted  Mr.  Canning  to  the  deatlP— to 
the  death,  or  to  destruction ;  for  it  mattered  little  what 
the  prec:ise  expression  was  which  was  thus  Kought  to  be  put 
into  his  mouth.  What  he  had  said  was  this — when  he 
returned  to  England  in  August,  he  had  used  the  expreft- 
sion,  that  "  his  wounds  were  too  green  and  too  fresh,  to 
admit  of  his  servnjg  in  the  same  ministry  with  those  who 
had  deserted  the  service  of  their  country,  wIilu  the  ministry 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Canning,  had  been  formed."  He  cont- 
plaine«l  scarcely  less  of  the  violation  of  private  confidence 
which  would  have  l>etrayctl  his  real  words,  than  of  their 
conversion  into  the  monstrous  calumny  which  he  hatl  now 
refuted ;  but  there  was  a  difference,  and  a  wide  one,  Iig. 
Iwecn  his  speaking  of  his  feeUngs  while  his  wounds  were 
green  and  fresh,  and  a  declaration  of  hostility,  which  was 
to  bind  his  conduct  to  eternity.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  went  on  to  justify  himself  against  the  want  of 
ccmfidence  imputed  to  him  by  the  riglit  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Knareslwrough.  If  tliore  had  been  any  design  or 
any  cabal,  to  him  it  was  entirely  unknown.  So  late  as  the 
26th  of  l^embcr,  he  had  the  firmest  intention  of  rntiain- 
iug  in  the  councils  of  the  country.  Of  this  he  could  not 
give  a  stronger  proof  Uiaii  by  btating,  lliat  after  that  time 
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two  pcrsoas  of  f^rtai  eminence,  politically  opposed  to  him, 
hful  inlimatc<l  plainly,  that  the  embarraasmeoU  of  the 
Govemmiiit  were  »u  evident,  thut  Minw  measures  ought  lo 
be  talcett,  and  thut  they  wwv  diii|KHied  lu  addn-Ni  the  King 
upun  tiie  Huhjit't.  To  l>kis  cutiuiiuriicaLiiHi  be  hail  anbwervd, 
that  the  |>oint  wan  one  upun  which  he  could  fpvv  n<>o|Mnion; 
but  that,  whatever  ntiulution  tliey  might  take,  be  tliougbt 
thev  ought  (lecidLHlIy  to  stale  it  firxt  to  Lord  Godrrich. 
It  was  in  ciiufk-tjuHiceof  thiftoccurrence,  that  Lord  Uoderich 
had  waited  on  his  Majesty  on  the  8tb  of  January  ;  and  at 
that  time  he  had  absolutely  not  been  aware  whether  the  luiMe 
lord  went  to  submit  hisgrievai»ces  to  the  Kin^,  or  lo  pro|>oie 
ttouie  phut  by  whiih  thow  grievanee*  might  l>c  runiedied. 


LORD  JOHN  UUdSKI.L'^  MOTION  FOR  TUK  RKPKAL 
OK  TIIE  TKST  AND  CORPOilATION  ACTS. 

John  RiiMfll  movent  "That  Ihi*  llcmmwill  rvmvlvv  itnflf 
[inU)  k  cuiumiue«  of  thr  wholt!  lloutr,  to  conitider  of  to  much  of  the 
IAcU  of  thf*  13th  and  25th  of  Chartt'x  1 1,  ■»  ri-qtiire»  p«'r«"n",  hrforo 
hry  nn"  admillpd  ititii  Bny  offirr  or  plwr  in  C«f|Kir»iinn«,  nr  hsrinp 
rrpt<Ml  any  oAce,  niitiil  or  bOiiiu-y.  or  uny  pUc-*  of  trust  nmA^t 
h«  Cmwn,  to  rrceivi*  thp  Asi-rmKicnl  of  tlw  Lcird'a  Sup)>«r,  krconi' 
line  If)  xUc  RilcA  nf  the  Church  cif  Kti^laticl."  Aftvr  iht'  motion  had 
jtta-RD  •ujiportcil  by  Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  MBrvlmll^  Mr.  Wilhrahuu, 
katid  Mr.  KrrguMiiit.suil  iippoM?ii  hv  t^tr  U.  liigli*.  uid  Mr.  R.  Tslmrr, 

JAx.  Secretary  lltAKiMox  roac  and  said  : — * 
.(fXlook  in  the  abstract,  at  llie  laws  which  it  is  tlu: 
l«bjrct  of  tlie  noble  lord'9  motion  Lo  rqfeul,  I  ct-rtainly 
[cannot  but  rcgri't  that  thty  are  to  be  found  upon  our 
watute  book ;  but  I  ctjually  rcgn-t  thut,  under  the  present 
[circumstaacesof  the  country^  and  nt  the  pn'Hnt  time,  this 
is  made  fur  their  re^Hral.  I  regret  it  l>ecause  the 
[motion,  in  niv  judgnunt*  do.s   not  go  to  the  cure  of  any 

*  Frvm  Mr.  lliMkinmn's  MS.  aottB. 
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great  practical  grievance,  and  liecaiise,  wiieilier  it  fail  or 
succeed,  its  almost  unavoidable  tendency — (I  liiipc  it  may 
not  be  its  effect) — is  Uy  produce  one. 

If,  then.  Sir,  the  nuHion  is  not  directed  to  the  cure  of 
»yn\e  uij^nt  grievance,  the  flotation  of  it  at  pres^ent  must 
niilitate  against  another  and  a  more  important  (piestioni 
And  which  involves  grievances  of  a  practical  and  di»i 
tressing  nature.  The  hoiionruhte  gentleman  who  sj-ioke 
last  hut  one*  laid  great  stivss  upon  the  griuvanits  of 
which  the  Dissenters  have  to  complain;  But  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  knows  any  thing  of  the  laws  or  cmistitu. 
tion  of  this  eountri',  he  must  know  that  those  grievancw 
are  rather  of  an  imaginary  character.  Is  the  career  of 
honour  closed  against  the  Dissenter?  Can  he  not  be  a 
sharer  in  tlie  lunrels  of  Waterloo  or  Trafalgar  ?  Can  he 
not  reach  th«?  highest  offices  in  the  service  of  his  country? 
There  is  no  situation  in  the  army  or  the  navy  which  does 
not  lie  ojK-n  to  him ;  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  what  olista- 
cles  exist  against  the  honourahli-  nnibitinn  of  the  Dis.sonters. 
They  are  (pialified  to  fill  the  first  military  offices;  and  they 
have  their  full  share  of  the  civil  power  of  the  country.  I 
state  facts  which  tlo  not  admit  of  contrudielion.  Are 
there  any  of  the  honourable  member's  industrious  and  in- 
telligent countrymen  who  entertain  the  least  apprelien'iion 
that  any  law  can  interfere  l»etween  them  and  tht  prosccutioiii 
of  their  efforts  to  obtain  indeix-ndcnce  and  station  ? 

AV'hen  I  recollect  that  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  scat 
in  this  house  for  two  and  thirty  years,  and  tliat  amidst  all 
the  discussions  of  thnt  long  period,  this  is  the  first  time  that 
I  ha\e  been  called  upon  to  approach  this  sTdijecl — that  now 
near  forty  years  have  elapsetl  since  it  has  been  agitated  in 
this  House, — I  think  I  should  he  warrante<l  in  concluding 
from  this  fact  alone,  that  the  gric^'flncC  complained  of  fi 
not  one  of  a  very  pinching  or  pressing  nature.  But  mA^ 
•  Mr.  R.  t'uilsr  FiTj:ufc*on. 
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8ons  have  been  oMagnec]  tor  thUsilcoccof  ttKuDiMentcnlbr 
a  prriod  of  nearly  forty  yeArk  It  is  uiJ,  that  un  account  of 
the  foreign  wats  in  which  the  country  has  bcni  engaged, 
and  of  the*  pro};rcs!(  of  (laiigtrrous  |>rinci{>le4  at  himii*,  the 
Dt&^-nter^  amceivctl  it  U-ttcr  nut  to  agitate  the  jjublic 
mind  with  ilie  diacussiun  of  their  quexliaD.  Does  the  iioble 
lord  know  the  Idatory  of  the  lut  forty  yean?  I* he  not 
avare,  that  during  the  pvriod  to  which  I  hare  referrtil, 
K|ue»tiuni»  hivolvin^  tJw  wine  princij^e  a«  the  one  now 
before  u»— the  principle  of  disfjualitication  on  account  of 
religious  diMent,  liave  occupied  more  time,  and  been  agi- 
tated with  marc  exciteuieiUt  than  any  othix  topic  of  great 
public  interest ; — that  upon  those  questions  not  only  tlw 
greatest  men  of  our  tiooe,  but  the  two  Houhcs  of  Parliiw 
meat  have  differed— tluil  they  have  l«l  to  change;^  in  the 
Council*  of  the  Sovereign— «n<l  that  the  panic*  who  arc  now 
p4!titioimig  tlie  House,  men  alive  to  tlieir  own  intere»tii, 
sensitive  of  their  own  wrongK — men  distingui^tied,  ax  many 
of  these  petitioners  are,  for  greiil  acuteneh*  of  intellect,  for 
cultivated  minds,  for  in<U'fatigablo  nrdour  in  pursuit  of  any 
great  object,  and  for  great  consideratioo  in  the  country^ 
hare  during  the  wune  |H'riod  Ikh-'u  iJtrfectly  quiescent?  I 
confois  that,  when  I  lind  men  of  this  character,  aiul  of 
those  high  feelings,  acting  in  thi>  manner,  (  cannot  ad' 
mit  that  any  great  prnctical  evil  has  been  prcMitug  hard 
upon  thnu.  If  an  oppressive  grievance  hotl  existt-d — if  n 
wrong  of  any  Icind  whatever  had  liecn  ccnnniitted — would 
fher  have  failed  to  remonstrate  against  the  contiuuaiu*u  of 
the  aystem  'f  Tlie  fact  cannot  have  Ix^n  so  ;  for,  during 
the  long  pcrioti  4)f  forty  years  the  ])artic«  the  must  inie^ 
rested  have  prcscrvetl  a  total  siilcncc. 

(hi  the  other  liand.  Sir,  I  coididently  affirm,  that  having 
beco  an  observer  of  the  progress  of  e\eut!s,  tlii**  quiescent 
staif  for  forty  years  ha3  been  attended  with  the  happii.'Sl 
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effects.  In  (he  habiu  and  intercourse  of  society,  in  the 
relation  of  individuals  and  diifercnt  communions  towards 
each  other — in  short,  in  all  the  transactions  of  life,  whatever 
asperity  there  may  at  one  time  have  existed,  has  been 
gradually  softened  down  ;  and  it  would  not  be  doing  justice 
to  the  clergy  of  t}»e  Established  Church  not  to  declare, 
I  tliat  they  have  been  among  the  Hrst  and  most  forward  to 
i  cultivate  this  spirit  of  conciliation ;  as  I  am  sure  they  would 
now  be  the  last  and  the  most  unwilling  to  take  any  step 
which  might  interrupt  it.  ,, 

Now,  Sir,  the  practical  evil  wJiich  I  apprehend  from  tlus,,| 
agitation  of  the  ((uestion  is,  that  it  may  tend  to  such  inter^i 
i  ruption — that  it  may,  in  some  degree,  revive  those  sore  and  )J 
jealous  feelmgs  which  arc  nearly  extinct,  and  again  retrace 
among  the  community,  in  a  more  conspicuous  form,  thati 
nearly   won»-out   love  of  demarcation,    which  time  and  a., 
mutual  spirit  of  good-will  and  forbearance  have  neaily,j 
obliterated.     It  may  draw  attention  to   periods   of   our,!*! 
history,  which  it  would  be  well  to  cast  in  tlie  shade;  and  it 
may  revive    sectarian    animosities,   which    the  charitable 
and  the  good  are  anxious  to  see  buried  in  oblivion. 

Upon  this  ground  alone,  I  wish  the  prt-stnt  motion  had 
not  been  brought  forward  ;  but  I  own,  i>ir,  1  have  other  rea-  . 
tons  for  entertaining  the  same  feeling.     No  man  acquainted  . 
with  my  mode  of  thinkiog  upon  subjects  of  this  nature,  will  ^ 
suppose  that  I   am  a  friend  to   the  principle  of  rcligious,, 
tests — that  I  think  any  member  of  the  community  ought  to  , 
be  deprived  of  his  eligibility  to  office,  or  (what  in  still  more  f 
harsli)  tlmt  he  ought  to  incur  the  forfeiture  of  the  honours 
and  privileges  which  are  his  birth-right — as  is  the  case  in 
the  Peerage,  solely  on  account  of  his  religious  creed.    But,,,^ 
Sir,  I  must  look  at  this  .system  us  a  whole — I  must  apply 
myself,  not   to  its  secondary,   I   waa  going  to  say,   to  its 
imaginary  6\^  but  to  its  real  practical  hardf<hip^.  a^- 


1828u]  iF.rrAL  or  teif  tfst  axd  cosporatiov  Arra. 


far  as  coiKcms  indn-idttals,  and  whole  clriKSi's  of  the  com- 
raumty — as  to  its  effects  upon  the  jmwpcrity  oiid  iuto- 
rests  of  tlie  state,  and  to  it^  ultimate  cunncxion  with  the 
strength  and  wcurity  cif  the  UDitcd  Kingdom.  I  munt  look 
at  it  in  (hat  quarter  where  it  taints,  or,  at  beat,  neutralizes 
ail  that  IB  good,  and  whcrv  it  stimulates  and  give«  increaAcil 
actiTitT  to  all  that  is  bad,  in  the  condition  of  society.  lo 
short.  Sir,  I  wish  to  look  at  thin  ({uestion,  an  that  greatest 
of  men,  by  whcne  views  I  am,  as  much  as  |}o«»ible,  always 
anxious  to  be  guided,  looked  at  it.  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt  If 
gentlemen  will  turn  to  his  Correspondence  with  the  late 
King  in  3801,  which  has  rccendy  been  given  to  the  pub- 
lic, they  will  see  that  it  wzn  his  intention,  if  he  had  been ' 
■llowrd  to  settle  what  is  called  the  CalhoUc  Question,  to 
hare  made  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts  a 
part  of  a  general  armngcnient,  but  that  he  was  dcridwlly 
opposed  to  any  modification  of  them,  until  the  settlement  of 
the  Catholic  question  hod  been  ttatisfoctorily  adjusted. 

Hsvrng  adverted  to  those  Letters  of  Mr.  Pitt,  I  eaimot 
help  expres8ing  all  the  obligation  which  I  feci  to  those  who 
have  made  them  pubUc,  not  only  for  the  public  8cr\icc 
which  they  have  done,  but  for  the  unquestionable  testi* 
ray  which  they  have  thus  produced  of  the  sincerity  and 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  respect  to  the  greet  public  question  to 
which  these  letters  relate.  I  trust  that  neither  in  Porb'a* 
ment,  nor  elsewhere,  shall  we  ever  again  have  it  intimated^ 
that  his  desire  to  repeal  the  penal  laws  affecting  the  Catho- 
lics wos  a  mere  evanescent  scintilla  that  conic  acros^i  his 
great  mind,  without  leaving  any  hold  upon  it,  without 
assuming  any  shape,  or  inducing  him  to  meditate  any 
plan,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  his  principles. 

Sir,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  I  am  advancing  these 
(mnciplcs,  by  taking  his  view  of  the  particular  measure 
now   under  consideration.     Looking  lo   pn>bable  cojise- 
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quenccs  only — to  the  gr«at  distinction  of  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant— I  cannot  think  that  I  shall  advance  the  cause  of 
the  former  by  changing  the  principle  of  our  policy — 1  say 
nothing  of  the  practice — on  these  matters,  only  to  this 
extent — that  whereas  conformity  is  now  the  rule  applicahle 
to  all  Dissenters,  whether  Catholic  or  Protestant,  the  effect 
of  the  present  measure,  if  successful,  will  be  (I  do  not  say 
the  object)  to  make  the  Catholic  and  the  Catholic  alone,  in 
law  as  well  as  in  practice,  the  exception.  I  wish  to  avoid 
discussing  the  question ;  but  I  cannot  help  asking  gentle- 
men, who  like  myself  are  anxious  for  the  success  of  the 
Catholic  question,  whether  they  do  not  think  that  tliis  will 
be  setting  up,  and  giving  increased  strength  to,  the  ot^ecticm 
now  urged  against  the  Catholics,  in  respect  to  their  spi- 
ritual depcndancc  on  the  See  of  Home — whether  this 
objection  will  not  be  urged  by  many  of  the  Protestant 
Dissenters  themselves,  and  with  increased  effect,  when  they 
themselves  are  relieved  from  the  general  principle  which 
now  exists  ;  and  I  own,  Sir,  that  in  matters  of  toleration, 
I  am  not  disposed  to  extend  to  any  one  particular  sect  more 
than  it  is  intended  to  grant  to  others.  I  am  not  abstractedly 
unfriendly  to  the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord;  but  I 
c-annot  assent  to  it,  because  I  am  sure  that,  with  reference 
to  the  great  question  of  the  Catholic  claims,  it  will  make 
a  bad  impression.  I  am  convinced  that  the  present  meastirei 
wo  far  from  being  a  step  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  claima, 
will,  if  successful,  be  the  means  of  arraying  an  additional 
power  against  them.  Upon  that  point  I  would  appeal  to 
the  noble  lord  opposite.— [I-^rd  Nugent,  across  the  table, 
expressed  his  dissent  from  the  proposition.]  Will  the  noble 
lord  take  upon  himself  to  say,  that  the  feeling  in  favour  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  is  general — is  universal — through  all 
the  Dissenters  of  this  countr>'  ?  I  am  convinced,  I  repeal, 
that  the  present  stt^,  so  far  from  being  a  step  in  favour  of 
the  Catholic  claimsi  will  be  the  meaQa  of  arraying  au  addi- 
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tional  power  ajE^mst  them,  t  know  samtthiiig  of  the  fcd- 
ing*  of  tho  DiMcnters,  as  well  ah  the  noble  lord  who  pre- 
Wfitetl  the  petition  nf  ihr  Roman  Catholic  nnbililr  aod 
gentry  in  their  favour;  and  I  can  tell  that  n»bU-  lord^ 
that  thtre  wonld  Ik?  somvtliing  revolting  tii  my  fixlinpi  to 
My  to  the  tirKt  duke  oftlietealm^  **  Your  herudilury  huuourn 
and  privileges  must  continue  under  forfeiturct  but  I  cannot 
bear  the  thoughts  of  an  exciseman  being  expowd  to  the 
humiliation  of  Wing  indemnitiotl  nguimst  contingent  pt-oat. 
ties,  f(»r  injuring  hinwlf  ngaiii.sl  tlie  risk  of  which  lie 
would  not,  I  am  convinced,  give  the  value  of  one  single 
day^n  pay.*^  I  will  tell  ttw  noble  lurd  who  has  intrixluccil 
the  subject,  that  if  the  qw^tion  were  carricfl  and  liually 
OTttM,  he  would  (ind  in  the  great  body  of  DiMcnters  (not,  in- 
deed, amongvt  the  liberal  and  enlightened  part  of  that  body) 
B  utrong  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  cluiins  <if  the  (^atlioUot. 
Win  the  noble  lord  deny,  that  tliere  are  in  thin  country  a 
great  many  periomi — perhaps  a  majority — who  moaC  sin- 
cerely, and  conscientiouiily,  and  honoumbly  entertain  the 
greategt  apprehensions,  le»t  the  Romnn  C'ntholics  ^Imuld 
lie  allowed  a  further  particijwtion  in  the  privileges  of  the 
conntitulion,  unless  under  certain  eugugenieniA  ?  I  am  renily 
to  contend,  thnt  there  is  not  one  of  tluihe  ]>erM>n8  v>  hii  is  not 
convinced,  that  whenever  conccbflion  is  nuule,  it  ought  to  be 
■ccompanied  with  .some  strong  tests — with  some  effectual 
aecurities.  And,  if  thin  be  the  caftc,  I  auk  the  noble  lord, 
whether  he  does  not  think  that  this  class  of  niucere  Pnv 
tefttanta,  who,  if  tlie  ttatbs  ugiiiiist  suprenuicy  and  tran> 
ftubf^antiaiion  were  removed,  are  anxious  tlut  some  other 
securities  should  be  given—would  not  feel  it  desirable  to 
ask,  with  reference  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  on  their 
part  soine  guards,  some  securities  ^ould  be  given,  if  fresh 
privil^es  were  extended  to  thetn  ?  Not  only  might  the 
Protestant  Dissenters  but  the  Church  of  Kngland-inco  ex- 
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claim,  in  the  event  of  a  concession  of  the  Catholic  claims— 
"  We  will  have  this  check — we  will  have  an  anuufll  Bill  of 
Indemnity  T'  I  do  not  niean  to  say  that  they  could  Iiave 
this  for  ever,  but  I  will  assert,  that  if  such  u  proposition 
were  moved  previously  to  the  introdiiction  of  the  Catlwlic 
question,  it  would  raise  new  ubstacles  to  the  accomplishment 
of  that  measure. 

There  is  another  point  of  view,  in  which  I  would  wish 
this  motion  to  be  con9ider«l  by  the  friends  of  the  Catholics. 
TheTestAct  wa«  framed  originally  for  the  pur|X)sc  of  their 
exclusion  ;  every  gentleman  knows  the  strong  and  honest, 
and  sincere  apprehensions  which  are  still  entcrtaincil  in  this 
country  afjainst  their  admission  to  power ;  every  boily 
admits  that  some  civil  tests  and  aecuriticA  are  necesbory. 
Now,  let  me  ask  of  ^ntlemcn  to  consider  whether,  with 
many,  who  have  a  friendly  inclination  to  the  Catholics,  some- 
thing like  this  mode  of  reasuning  may  not  have  its  weight  ? 

Should  theCatholics  be  admitted  to  power,  by  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  oaths  against  tranaubstantiation  and  supremacy, 
which  particularly  affect  them,  in  the  absence  of  other 
securities  which  might  be  satisfactory,  this  of  the  Test  Act 
would  Btill  remain.  It  would  remain  a  possible  check 
uj>on  them,  sidyect  to  annual  indemnity,  w>  long  as  they 
did  nothing  to  provoke  its  application ;  but  with  the  post- 
sibility  of  withholding  that  indemnity,  should  tliere  exist 
sufficient  cause  to  do  so. 

I  say  this  is  not  an  impossible  view  of  the  subject  to  be 
taken  by  many  an  honest  and  timorous  Protestant,  who 
might  be  inclined  to  afford  relief  to  the  Catltolics ;  and  I 
would  not  have  the  Catholics  make  too  sure  that,  if  the 
Test  Act  were  repealed,  many  a  Dissenter  would  not  hnd 
in  the  loss  of  that  check  an  additional  motive  against  yield- 
ing to  his  C'atholic  brethren  the  same  measure  of  emancipa- 
tion which  he  now  seeks  for  himself. 
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tr    Kntertamtnjf  this  view  of  ihr  question.   I   for  one.  Sir, 

«m  nut  j)rc]>ared  to  8up|}ort  the   nuhlc  lunpH  imition.     I 

ihiuik  the  nnhir  lord  for  the  moderate,  jet  ahte  manner,  in 

rhich  he  has  hmufrht  forward  hiH  ca«e.     I  am  quite  sure*  if 

the  diKuwtinn  leads  to  diiNiUMm  out  of  doors,  or  to  any 

csuperation  o(  tlKise  ftt^m^  wliidi  are  gct\t:Trd\y  mixed 

up  witli  questions  of  this  kind,  that  such  an  effect  cannot 

traced  to  tlie  way  in  which  llic  buhject  has  lieen  intro- 

luced.     Such  dimnension  and  evil  feelings  can  <^ly  anw 

l^froni  the  natirre  of  the  catsc  itM.'lf,  and  cannot  l»e  uttriljuted 

the  (one  or  temper  in  which  tJie  noble  Ion)  has  ap. 

iichw!  the  Mdyect.     Nothinp,  I  am  bound  to  say,  can  In* 

'liiore  nnUl,  more  pnident,  or  more  discreet,  than  the  w*y  in 

which  t]ie  noble  lorci  has  brought  tJic  question  before  the 

louse,    ^urh,  Sir,  are  my  feelings  upni  the  subject ;  and 

;8trtuigly  impri&icd  with  the  truth  and  justice  of  tiie 

nt  principle  contained  in    the   Correspondence  of 

Mr.  Pitt  with  his  late  Majesty,  to  which  I  have  refctrcd, 

I  have  deemed  it  Uy  be  my  duty  to  lake  the  position  which 

I  have  <lone  upon  this  occusion. 

Tbe  liouAc  divided ;  Fur  iIk-  isiiUoii,  237*     Afcstwt  it 
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Afarrh  ^. 

Mr.  Wilniol  Mortnn   ninvi'd  fur  «  copy  of  ihe  Keport  Isid  before 

CsbiiH't  Pvpsrlinenl  by   Lieulvnuit  Cutoncl    Cockburn,  nn  the 

nbject  of  EmigT«lion ;  U^cther  with  the  ItutmctkHM  recriv«l  from 

rihsl  Dcpiirtinoin  in  Janunry  1827;  sn"!  »l»o  for  lesvr  to  brinjf  in  « 

fBill   to  rcfpilate  Ibp  rotivrywicp  of  pMwnpcTs  in  Mcrrhsnt  Vewel* 

Dm  the  United  Kiii(|fdom   to  foreign  partly     Sir  Jemcft  Orahsm 

'"itannp  scked,  whether  it  resUy  wm  the  inlcDlion  of  <Jovcnunest  (o 

ffcvin  tbo  PoMCiiiEert*  Act,  after  the  report  of  the  U»t  ■cwion  f 

Mr.  Secretary  IIuskishom  said,  he  felt  in  common  with 
his  right  honourable  friend,  that  no  matlrr  requiretl  earlier 
att^mtion  than  the  revival  of  certain  proviaioiii  of  the  Paa» 
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sengers  Act.  If  the  honourable  baronet  had  seen  all  the 
reports  from  Ni-w  Brunswick  and  the  other  colonies,  to 
vhich  there  had  been  a  considerable  emigration  last  year, 
he  would  be  ttatisfied  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  course. 
Those  who  arrived  had  carried  witli  them  contagious  dis- 
orders of  the  worst  description.  In  some  instances,  the 
gaol  fever  devastated  whole  to^vnship8,  to  the  destruction  of 
not  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  population.  The  interests  of 
humanity  loudly  demanded  that  immediate  measures  should 
be  taken  to  secure  for  the  passengers  in  those  vessels  a  suf- 
ficient space,  and  a  due  attention  to  their  comforts  and 
accommodation.  There  were  niany  provisions  in  the  old 
act  of  an  objectionable  nature;  but  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  reviving  the  material  provisions  of  that  act,  as  the  seawc 
was  fast  approaching  when  vessels  with  passengers  would 
be  clearing  for  the  Colonies  and  North  America.  He  would 
not  enter  then  upon  the  discussion  of  the  subject  immedi- 
ately before  the  House,  nor  examine  whether  there  existed 
an  excess  of  population  beyond  that  for  which  employment 
could  be  found.  But,  while  that  was  an  evil  in  itself,  there 
were  other  evils  and  other  considerations  which  should  be 
attended  to.  One  of  the  greatest  of  these — an  evil  not 
impossible  in  any  country,  and  not  improbable  in  this — was, 
that  there  might  exist  a  great  emigration  from  amongst  the 
population,  without  a  corresponding  emigration  of  capiul ; 
and  thus  they  would  be  only  transferring  a  portion  of  tlie 
existing  miscliief  to  other  quarters  of  the  world.  If  indi- 
viduals were  encouraged  to  emigrate,  they  should  be  enabled 
to  employ  themselves  proiitablvi  in  the  new  countries  to 
which  they  were  sent,  and  the  capital  at  present  lying  idle 
in  this  country  might  be  advantageously  put  in  requisition 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Hume  aaitl,  that  the  EmigratioD  CommittcQ  had  recomremdRi 
llie  ffpeal  of  the  Act  which  it  wm  now  prnpnued  lo  revive,  on  ttie 
ground  that  U  hadprevcolcd  the  cinignition  of  thousands  tu  Auii-rica. 


iHsa] 


J>A«ftXKUKM»    JIKGVLATION-    BILL. 


m 


Mr.  Seeretarv  HL'i(KisMO>j  caafeitsucl  tliat  he  wma  unable 
^to  understand  the  nature  of  thu^e  pure  abstract  principles, 
which  were  lo  prevent  ihem  from  interfering  where   the 
Wterata  of  humanity  wore  at  Btakc.     He  could  not  conceive 
ifae  meaning  of  those  general  jn-inciples,  which  nhould  never 
to  circumiitances.     The  honoumhle  guntleiiuui  seemed 
to  doubt  whether  Government  had  recdvul  any  documents 
Ltipon  which  (hey  could  found  (he  proposed  measure.    Now, 
luring  the  &bort  lime  that  he  htid  been  in  his  present  office, 
!•  variety  of  ducuments  had  reached  him  ufK)n  the  matter, 
[ihnd  amongst  others  a  letter  from  that  gallant  officer.  Sir 
James  Kempt,  who  wan  commander  oa  the  Halifax  station. 
He  wrote,  that  during  the  last  Mwson  the  ship  *  James' 
arrived  there  from   Ireland*  witJi  emigrants.     She  sailed 
with  a  huiulreil  and  sixty  on  Ixjard,  of  whom  fivu  died  on 
the  passage,  and   thirty-Hvc  were  left  at  Newfoundland, 
unable  to  proceed.     The  remaining  hundred  and 
twenty*  with  the  crew,  arrived  at  Halifax,  all  labouring 
ndcr  typhus  fc^'cr.      At  tlmt  time,  tlie  population  of  Hali- 
^lax  amounted  to  seven  thousand,  and  in  the  lapse  of  ten 
ooothit  eight  hundred  had  fallen  victims   to  the  contagion. 
Last  year  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  emigrants  from  Ireland 
l>een  carried  off'  by  fever.     Care  ought  to  l)e  taken  to 
vent  the  crowding  of  tliesc  poor  people  into  a  smaller 
than  was  compatible  with  health  and  comfort     All 
he  asked  for,  however,  was — and  he  stated  this  to  allay 
the  fears  of  those  who  were  adverse  to  an  alteration  in  the 
present  system, — not  that  unnecessary  regulations  stiould 
be  introduced,  which  must,  necessarily,  have  the  eifect  of 
throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  improvement  of  the 
coloDies,  but  that  care  shoidd  be  taken  to  provide  hutficient 
quarters  and  sufficient  diet,  so  us  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  thoiic  dangerous  fevens   which  were  often  fatal  to 
the  parties  themselves,  to  those  employed  in  navigating  the 
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sliips  carrying  the  emigrants,  ntid  to  the  people  amongst  «^h 
whom  Uie  emigrants  wont  to  reside.     All   this  might  be^^H 
avoided,  by  adopting  necessary  precautions ;  and  he  might 
be  permitted  to  obser^'e,  that  regulations  were  enforced  in 
various  of  the  British  colonies,  much  more  strict  than  any 
that  this  law  would  impose.     With  respect  to  the  way  in 
which  these  poor  people  were  sent  out  of  Ireland,  it  was» 
in  many  instances,   mo6t    lamentable.     The    law  had   no 
power  to  interfere,  and  the  consequences  were  horrible.    In 
one  tnatance,  the  passengers,  in  a  state  of  despair,  had  taken 
poneason  of  the  vessel,  and  a  melancholy  shipwreck  was  the  l 
consequence.     He   therefore  thought   it  absolutely  neces* 
sary  to  introduce  some  measure  to  rectify  so  great  an  evil. 

,  I 

Lnve  was  given  to  brin^  in  the  tiill. 

Afarr/i  IS. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  rcnding^  of  the  BUI,  it  wu 
supported  b^'  Mr.  Villiers  Stuart,   Bnd  opposed  by  Air,  Wnrburton 
and  Mr.  Jamet  Granao^  od  the  ground  that  it  was  calculated  (o  * 
impede  eTnigration  rather  than  promule  it,  and  that  a  prcvioti9  com-^] 
mitteo  on  the  bill  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Secretary  HusKi8S0N  said,  he  wislicd  to  call  the  attco* 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  real  question  before  it.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  enter  into  a  discussion  upon  the  general  question 
of  emigration.  That  was  a  subject  which  would  require  a 
more  extended  line  of  argument  than  honourable  meml>ers 
would  be  inclinetl  to  listen  to,  at  thnt  late  period  of  the  even- 
ing. He  could  not  agree  that  the  question  of  emigratioa  was 
one  so  extremely  simple,  that  the  House  wuidd  be  justifiL<d 
in  saying — *'  if  it  Ix'  right  to  encourage  emigration,  then  it 
is  unnecessary  to  take  any  care  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
parties  emigrating  are  transported  to  the  country  of  th^ 
destination.'**  The  honourable  member  for  Bridport  had 
spoken  of  those  parties  as  if  they  had  no  claim  whatever 
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upon  the  oonaideralion  uf  the  ccMintry  in  which  thtrv  haH 
been  barn,  aod  in  wliich  tlu\Y  had  dLVoUti  many  yvim  uf 
their  liv«s  to  Ubour,  until  peculiar  circumstanccfl  of  change 
in  the  condition  of  that  country*  rmdeml  their  further 
amwict'i  superfluoUB,  or  inapplicable.  Under  mich  circum- 
stances, be  could  not  consent  to  speak  of  tliese  people — ilie 
most  help]e&»  and  uninformed  of  the  community — as  of  a 
mere  commodity,  which  was  the  subject  of  export  from  one 
locality  to  another. 

It  had  surprised  him  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for 
Bridport  lay  down  tJioae  doctrines  of  political  piiilosophy 
and  muUcal  science  which  he  hod  brought  forwanl,  snd 
especially  to  hear  him  ar^ue  upon  them  as  u}x>n  prii>ci{Jeft 
to  which  no  pernon  could  object.  The  lionourable  menibcr'a 
argument  amounted  to  thit^that  where  typhus  hod  bn>kcn 
out  on  board  the  emifi^tion  ships,  that  malady  had  not 
ariseo  out  of  any  crowded  or  unclean  state  of  the  resseU 
but  must  neccMarily  have  proceeded  from  the  cmigranta 
themselves  having;  been  put  on  board  in  a  state  of  disease. 
This  might  be  a  discovery  made  by  the  honourable  member^ 
but  certainly  it  was  directly  contrary  to  the  opinions  of  all 
those  who  had  paid  the  most  attention  to  such  stibjects. 
But,  how  did  the  facts  Rp|K'ar  from  the  reports  ujxjn  the 
table?  The  lettcns  from  New  UruoAwick  distinctly  attri- 
buted the  diseaw  in  the  ships  which  had  icached  that  fiort 
to  the  crowded  state  of  the  vessels  themselves  uid  to  the 
entire  want  of  order  mid  cleanliness  which  pervaded  their 
amkngements.  The  uutlwrity  of  this  corre4|)ondencc  could 
not  be  questioned ;  but  the  honourable  member  hod  gnrhled 
it  a  little^  in  order  to  make  it  scr^c  hia  own  peculiar 
theory.  Where  the  letters  spoke  of  a  particular  parcel  of 
enugtont&y  as  the  moat  miserable  and  squalid  uu  their 
amval  that  the  writer  liad  ever  beheld,  the  honourable 
member  at  once  jumped  to  ihc  iofcrcncts  that  the  {>euple 
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must  necessarily  hare  been  in  that  state  when  they  env- 
barked  IVoDi  Europe.  Now,  it  was  at  least  as  likely,  and 
certainly  better  proved,  that  they  had  fallen  into  this 
condition  in  the  course  of  the  passage.  It  was  need- 
less to  go  into  detail  upon  the  state  of  particular  ships, 
when  the  writer  in  this  correspondence,  a  captain  in  the 
navy,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  preventive  slave 
service  on  the  coast  of  ^Vfrica,  declared  that  the  con- 
dition of  many  vessels  which  he  had  seen  arrive  at  New- 
foundland with  emigrants,  beggared  all  the  descriptions  of 
the  state  of  the  captured  slave  ships,  even  under  the  accu- 
mulated miseries  belonging  to  the  existing  system  of  coiVf  ^^J 
traband  trade.  ^H 

This  then  being  the  case,  it  was  the  duty  of  ministersa 
and  their  imperative  duty,  to  call  upon  ParUament  for 
power  to  put  a  stop  to  these  enormities ;  and  with  his  best  ^^j 
exertions,  even  in  the  teeth  of  science  and  philosophy,  bi*^^^ 
would  oppose  the  proposition  for  going  into  a  committee^ 
which  would  allow  the  opportunity  of  their  perpetration 
during  another  reason.  He  protested,  that  if  the  proposed 
committee  were  carried,  he  would  himself  recommend  all 
the  colonies  to  pass  bills,  in  their  own  defence,  to  prevent 
this  system  of  general  disembarkation ;  for  we  had  uo  fair 
right  to  inundate  them  with  such  a  population  as  they  were 
receiving  under  the  existing  system.  | 

Honourablegentlemen  spoke  of  the  Passengers  Act  as  being 
calculated  to  check  the  flow  of  voluntary  emigration  ;  but 
he  was  certain  that  nothing  coidd  bo  more  likely  to  prevent 
it  than  the  accounts  which  parties  now  received  of  the  miser- 
able fate  of  those  who  had  gone  before  them.  He  agreed 
entirely  with  the  honourable  member  for  Waterford,  that 
it  was  at  least  the  duty  of  Government  towards  emigrants 
to  see  that  they  were  not  shipped,  in  any  case,  without  a  codh 
pelent  supply  of  food  and  water.     The  food  might  be  of 
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the  verv  commonest  doscriptiori,  but  a  sufficient  qiiiuitity  of 
it  he  would  have.  Up  would  insist  that  the  water  shmild  be 
of  a  drinkable  quality*  shipped  in  a  eonditicin  fit  fur  the  use 
of  human  creatures;  and  not  in  oldca^kn  which  had  recently 
contained  inola*weft  or  fudt  hideH,  which  he  waA  ashamed  to 
Mate  tt>  the  Houttc  hod  been  the  case  in  more  than  f>ne  in- 
stance. It  wa8  t4K)  much  to  talk  of  there  lieing  noncce«aty 
for  these  regulations.  Kven  in  the  time  of  the  Slave-trade 
there  had  been  a  law  regulating  the  nimilHT  of  slaven*  by 
the  tonnage,  u]ion  the  mithlle  ]>aAHage;  and  that  which  wp 
had  thought  it  right  to  do  for  the  negrow  of  Africa  ouglit 
we  to  refuae  to  do  for  our  own  cf»untrymcn  P  Hunourabic 
gentlemen  talked  of  it*  being  hnnl  that  ship  flhould  be  piit 
to  the  trouble  of  fumishing  an  aca»unt  of  every  passenger 
that  they  carried  out.  Why,  they  were  com|K"lled  t<»  fur- 
nish an  ocfxiunt  of  the  smallest  parcel  tliat  they  t(K>k  out ; 
and  that  which  they  did  for  a  bale  of  goods,  they  might 
sorely  make  flhift  to  do  for  a  living  man.  He  wished  to 
as  little  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  shipping  trade 
hpoMible ;  but  he  would  insist  n|Min  having  such  a  quon- 
of  provision  and  water  alwayn  on  board,  as  should 
guanmtL'c  the  emigrants  from  famine,  in  case  of  a  protracted 
jMunge ;  and  the  state  of  the  vctiselft,  as  to  numbers,  should 
be  audi  as  was  reasonably  ctmducive  to  the  health  and  com- 
mon safety  of  thehunian  beings  who  were  on  board  of  them. 
With  these  views  he  resisted  the  apjMintment  of  a  Com- 
m/^JBe  up  vtairs,  and  should  press  his  own  measure,  as 
ItpUfy  M  the  forms  of  the  House  would  allow  liim  to  do. 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  WEST-INDIES. 

pmentalicHi  of  a  p«titipn  from  the  Sumy  AnH-Slsvery 
Socicl},  iMr.  firouiphain  laiil,  be  was  aoxioiu  to  Icsrn  from  tlic  ri^lil 
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honouroMc  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  what  h&d  been  done  to  pru- 
curc  t'roai  the  Colonial  Lcg^idlators  nn  ncquicsceiice  in  the  views 
of  (iuvcniiuont  with  re^ipect  to  tim  Slavu  |H>pulalion ;  or  whether 
the  proceeding  of  thonc  legislatures  appeared  to  Govemment  to 
bo  Ao  satis  factor}',  aa  to  preclude  tho  necessity  of  any  further  mea- 
anrea  in  thin  country?  Mr.  Barinjj  was  of  opinion,  that  thia  conn- 
try,  from  having  taken  upon  itAclf  tho  dutiew  of  the  police  of  the 
world,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  Slave  Trade,  had  eo> 
tailed  upon  the  public  an  imiuen»o  expenditure  uf  life  «.ud  money. 

Ml*.  Secretary  Huskissok  said,  ha  could  oiily  aiibwer 
the  question  of  his  houuurublc  and  learned  friend  by,  in 
the  Hrst  place,  referring  him  to  the  ample  information 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  in  the  course  of 
the  lust  session,  which  s}>eci(ied  in  detail  the  various  mea- 
sures reooniinended  by  Government  to  the  difiereut  local 
le^slaltires,  and  stated  what  returns  had  been  received 
from  the  colonies,  as  to  the  compliance  with,  or  rtrjection  uf, 
that  reconmiendation.  A  similar  report  woidd  be  laid 
before  tlie  House  in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  set^ 
ting  forth  the  further  returns  received  from  the  colonies,  of 
the  measures  adopted  in  pursuance  of  tlic  urgent  and  re- 
peated recommendations  of  the  Crown  of  an  alteration  itt 
the  laws  affecting  the  state  of  the  slave  }x»puIation  in  the 
colonies. 

If  t)»e  present  were  considered  a  pn>|x*r  opportunity,  he 
would  state  in  which  of  the  colonies  there  had  been  a  marked 
iinproveiiuiit  since  lost  session.  His  honourable  and  learned 
friend  shook  his  heati,  and  therefore  he  would  withhold 
what  he  had  to  say  on  that  [tuiut  until  the  papers  to  wbidl 
he  had  alluded  were  on  the  table.  There  cotUd  Dot,  he 
apprehend(*<l,  be  n  doubt  that  the  llesolution  wjiich  was 
unuuimously  adopted  by  that  House  in  May  lH2d,  and 
affiniK'd  with  equal  unanimity  by  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament, and  by  l>oLh  Houses  carried  to  the  foot  of  the 
Throne,  did  itintemplate  the  ultimate  raiding  of  (he  slaves 
in  the  Britisli  colonics  to  the  |X)sses&ion  of  those  civil  rights 
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whieh  were  enjuyod  by  all  other  cUmcs  of  bit  Ml^Mty^k 
subjects;  and  that  that  Re«olutkm  did  abo  eonlavptilc-, 
that  this  translation  from  a  sUitc  of  slavery  to  a  state  of 
freedom  and  the  possessiun  of  civil  n^ht«,  fihould  lie  so 
managed  and  directed,  if  possible,  as  not  to  interfere  with 
ihc  righiri  of  private  persons.  It  was  perfectly  true,  as 
h«d  been  remarked  by  an  honmimblc  and  learned  gentlc» 
man  opposite,  that  ininisttrs  htul  very  little  clx^icc  or  dis- 
cretion ta  to  the  course  to  lu*  pursued  in  regard  to  tlii* 
question.  The  lanf^ui^  of  Parliament  waa  clear  and 
explicit  on  the  subject,  and  the  intentions  of  I*arliament 
had  hitherto  been  faithfully  cnrriod  into  effect  by  the  Go- 
vernment- Instmrtions  hml  been  sent  out  to  the  ditferent 
governors  of  the  colonieft,  directing  them  to  uce  every  pro- 
per exertion  to  cause  the  adtrjition  of  the  meaaures  rcoocn- 
mended  by  Government.  In  some  of  the  colonies  which 
had  not  local  legislatures,  the  instructions  of  Gm-enmuiit 
had  been  completely  carried  into  effect,  and,aa  fiur  aa  the  time 
whirl)  liad  ela|mec1  u'«>ul(l  permit  an  npininn  tn  }to  formed, 
without,  it  would  appear,  any  practical  injury  having 
resulted  therefrom.  In  colome!»  which  possessed  local  legis- 
laturva,  the  recommendation  of  Government  had  received 
more  or  less  opposition  ;  but  in  the  most  important  of 
them,  there  had  been  manifested  a  biucere  desire  to  accede 
lo  the  wishes  of  Government,  as  far  as  in  their  ap|>Tchen- 
iiion,— or  if  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  would  have 
ic  so,  OS  far  as  with  their  prejudices  and  fears — they  feh 
themselves  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

It  was  a  very  difficult  thing  for  a  person  filling  the  office 
which  he  held,  to  deiide  whether  the  ameliorations  pro- 
posed in  the  local  legislatures  were  such  as  he  should  be 
justified  in  recommending  the  other  advisers  of  the  ('rou-n 
to  be  dissatisfied  with.  In  some  cuiics  the  approbation  of 
the  Crown  had  been  given  to  the  measures  of  the  local 
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l^slaturcs ;  and  in  others,  instructions  had  been  sent  out 
stAting  what  further  improvements  were  considered  neces- 
sary. It  was  not  surprising,  considering  the  feelings 
which  were  excitc<I  in  the  minds  of  the  colonists,  by, — he 
must  say  it, — the  manner  in  which  they  were  sometimes 
misrepresented  in  this  country,  that  there  should  prvvail 
amongst  them  a  degree  of  hesitation  or  reluctance  to  adopt 
some  of  tlie  improvements  suggested  by  Government.  It 
should  be  recollected,  too,  tliat  we  must  execute  our  pur-* 
poses  in  tlie  colonies  by  the  agency  of  free  persomt,  the 
owners  of  slaves ;  and  if  there  should  be  no  accordance  of 
feeling  lietween  the  Government  of  this  country  and  the 
local  legislatures,  any  attempt  to  carry  the  projected  imp 
provements  into  effect  would  only  throw  the  colonies  into 
irretrievable  ruin,  without  iu  the  lea^t  degree  benefitting 
the  slave  population. 

In  would  he  the  unremitting  labour  of  the  de^mrtment 
in  which  he  was  placed  to  inculcate  to  the  colonies  thti 
necessity  of  practically  and  safely,  but  steadily,  advancing 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  pledge  made  by  Par- 
liament ;  but  he  would  always  keep  in  view  the  interests  at] 
private  property  and  the  safety  of  those  persons  wjio,  un- 
fortunately, had  a  property  invested  in  human  beings.  His 
honourable  friend  opposite  had  made  an  allusion  to  our 
maintaining,  at  an  enormous  expense  of  British  life  and 
British  money,  the  police  of  the  world  for  the  prevention  of 
the  slave-trade.  That  a  great  waste  of  both  had  t«ken 
place  in  the  efforts  to  put  down  the  slave-trade,  as  earned 
on  by  other  countries,  was  a  proposition  which  would  not 
be  disputed  :  and  he  was  sorrv  to  say^  that  the  success; 
tendant  upon  those  measures  was  by  no  means  conmiensu 
to  their  cost.  That  species  of  smuggling  trade  offered  a 
temptation  so  irresistible,  presented  a  profit  so  enormous^ 
resembled  so  strongly  a  trade  without  duty  and  without 
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insurMKip,  that  nothing  lew  Uuui  gigantic  efforts  could  sup- 
pms  it  He  doubteii  whether  any  naval  power  that  we 
couM  cooveniently  bring  into  operation  against  it,  would 
ever  prove  sufficient  to  supprcu  this  traffic  in  human 
MJwiry,  stimulated  as  it  ever  was  by  unbounded  cupidity. 
He  aKured  the  Hou.«ie,  that  every  infornuition  ujx>n  tile 
•ubjeel  would  be  most  chcc^ully  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  House,  and  that  it  waa  in  full  acootdancr  with  the  duty 
a«  well  a«  with  the  inclination  of  Government,  tu  carry  into 
complete*  effect  the  resolutions  of  Parliament 


Starch  6. 
Mr.  Wilmot  HortoD  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the  Minulen  nf  En- 
ice  taken  before  the  Privy  Cminril>  in  thv  iitaltvr  of  the  Brrbico 
tnd  Penervm  Msnimit»ion  Ordrr,  br  laid  brforr  tl)«  HnQ%e.  Mr. 
WtlUsm  Smith  and  Lord  Nugrnt  dptii«d  that  th«  ownrfrahip  of  alarM 
tfoald  be  aMiTnilated  to  tb«  taws  ap|>lirabli}  to  aoy  oUuir  apoclM  of 
pmptftjr.  Thvy  wrre  fullowed  by  Mr.  BannK,  who  aaacrtcd  that  lh« 
condition  of  the  vlare  populstiim  wa*  aupcrior  to  that  of  many  of  the 
Ubonring  claaaet  tn  thin  couttU-y. 

Mr.  Secretary  Hdsximoh  said,  that  amiditt  the  difficultim 
with  which  Government  had  to  cx)ntend,  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  measures  witli  reference  to  the  West-India  colo- 
nies,  none  were  more  fiorious  than  thme  founded  upon  ihr 
doctrine  of  the  abstract  rights  of  man,  advanced  by  tlje 
nt^le  lord,  and  by  the  hoDotirablc  memlier  for  Norwich.  But 
this  difficulty,  great  ax  it  was,  was  much  aggravated  by  the 
opposite  extremes  indulged  in  by  the  honourable  memlKT  for 
Calltngton,  who  endeavoure<l  to  iniprcds  ti|x>n  the  Houhc, 
that  slavery  was  in  itself  unavoidable,  and  that  the  condi- 
bon  of  the  negroes  was  preferable  to  that  of  the  avenge  of 
free  labourers  in  this  country*.  He  wa«t  not  surprised  lo 
hear  such  an  extravagant  principle  advanced  on  one  nide, 
when  he  heard  it  advanced  on  the  oUier  side,  that  there 
•ould  be  uo  such  thing  as  a  legal  right  of  pix>pcrty- 
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8uch  thing  as  an  ownersliip,  in  slaves.  He  did  not  know  wjint 
diis  last  assertion  meant ;  for  it  nppearwl  to  him,  that  the 
ownership  in  slaves  was  similar  to  other  rights  cstablishetl 
vhy  law.  Me  acknowledged  that  it  was  an  ownership  en- 
i  tirely  distinct  from  any  other  species  or  description  of  pro- 
*'perty  ;  but  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  right,  whatever 
it  was,  could  be  violated  without  a  compensation  to  the 
owner.  He  did  hope  that,  when  the  House  came  to  the 
discussion  of  this  great  question,  they  would  agree  to  avoid 
any  disr.ussion  of  abstract  rights  of  property  and  abstract 
rights  of  man,  and  attend  only  to  the  legal  rights  of  funvatc 
ownership.  Whilst  the  House  did  this,  lie  should  also 
wibh  them  to  l)ear  equally  in  mind  the  resolutions  of  parlia- 
linent,  which  directed  the  course  of  Government  to  ihe  gra- 
dual change  from  slavery  to  a  state  whicli  was  to  raise  the 
negro  to  the  same  condition  as  the  other  subjects  of  the 
Crown.  The  present  was  an  occasion  on  which  it  would 
bo  altogether  undesireable  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
case.  When  it  was  stated  to  him,  that  compulsory  eman- 
cipation grew  out  of  the  situation  of  the  government  of 
Trinidad,  with  respect  to  the  S}>anish  law,  and  that  no  difK- 
culty  arose  in  applying  the  principle  to  any  other  of  the 
Spanish  Islands,  he  dissented  from  the  doctrine.  Bv  the 
old  Spanish  law,  facilities  were  oflcrcd  of  supplying,  by 
untutored  savages  from  Africa,  the  places  of  what  he  might 
call  the  educated  and  apprenticed  negroes,  who  were  to  be 
liberated. 

He  fully  agreed  with  what  had  been  stated  respecting  the 
immensely  improved  state  of  the  negroes  in  our  old  settled 
islands,  subsequent  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Tlie 
present  negroes,  in  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  that  trade, 
were  a  race  of  beings  very  considerably  raised  in  the  scale 
jof  moral  intelligence,  and  greatly  improved  in  every  thing 
that  constituted  mural  worth  and  general  utility.  They  had 
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■s  rapuUy  unpro\>ec1  within  the  Ia«t  twentyyeaHc  as  any 
people  hod  improvoti  jn  an  cr[\ui\  t^cc  <if  tiOMWJCfafn  th* 
cog:mzftncc  nf  histon*.  Witiiin  these  verr  fmv  (Uyn  he  h4Kl 
had  the  opportunity  of  communicating?  with  a  most  abk^ 
iakelligvnt,  and  dtaiotcreittecl  witnei-^s — ha  nn*ant  the  Bishop 
«f  Jamaica — and  he  could  a»urv  the  Hmispy  tJial  the  report 
which  that  right  re\'crend  indiiidual  had  fornijthL'd,  *'»• 
highly  iMlMfitmli.  **  ^  t^^  pro^fref^  of  mornlizatioo  MMMg 
tlie  ilave  pspolrikn-  «iuce  the  abolition  of  the  tndci,  and 
mnne  tiic  rffbrts  mode  by  Goremnierit  to  ameliorate  the 
ooodilinb  uf  the  negrovflw  But  it  would  be  greatly  to  be 
Umtntud,  fur  the  saktt  of  tlie  tilaTes  ^tenelvw,  and  of 
humanity  in  ^ncraU  if  ihe  Huum?  vntcafrttfiMerfLTcihith 
the  progress  of  the  ni«asurci  of  Goreniment,  aa  to  diaturb 
thot  aetUcd  »tnto  of  thiugs^  wliich  was  grnilually  leading  to 
such  great  ini  proven)  en  Ik.  Tlic  luinouruUle  tnemK'r  ibr 
Cailinfi^on  had  said,  that  tlie  nc^roeu  ui'  Antigua  were  aa 
well  infarmed,  with  respect  to  tiieir  rcligiouB  duties,  aa  the 
labouring  clawi'!*  of  St,  Gile»*s  or  iif  any  of  the  ('<-ntriii 
districbi  uf  (he  n)ctr\ipoU»,  or  tat  tlie  lulwuring  cloMtieii  of 
tht»  country  in  general.  Dut  if  thin  were  the  ca^se,  he  would 
■ki  whetlier  those  facts  did  not  give  him  n  right  to  call  oa 
•liw  kgiAUtiUv  of  that  colony  to  give  tlie^i'  woU-instructed* 
MMfljWiin.  and  moral  porM>ns  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  civil 
nghl»— die  right  to  be  heard,  and  U>  liave  iheir  widenue 
receired,  in  ciHirts  of  justice  f  The  negro  ouglil,  »urely» 
to  be  able  to  claim  tltis  right,  when  his  pro^>erty,  or  the  wel> 
fare  of  hia  felUjw^reutore,  uas  at  stake. 

The  lirbt  step  towaid«  the  improvement  of  the  ftlave 
fiopuUtion  vas  the  aUtlition  of  fresh  im|K)rtati(inH  from 
^Vfrica.  From  that  time  their  pri^eM  in  impiowuient 
b«d  been  rapid^  and  if  not  interrupted  by  intennU  dis- 
turbances, it  would  lead  to  tliat  degree  of  civilijEotion, 
which  would  induce  FarliKincnt  to  think  that  iliey  hod 
VOL.  in.  K 
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done  much  better  in  the  course  they  purftuet],  thnn  if  they 
ba<l  taken  a  stop  ubidj  would  ro<{uirc  largo  coDi|)enutioii 
to  the  colonists,  and  woald,  at  the  janie  tiim*,  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  their  interests,  as  well  b8  to  those  of  tlie 
ed»ve8  theniAelves.  With  respect  to  the  question  of  con- 
tingent coiiipensation,  it  could  only  arise  when  the  prill* 
ciple  of  compulsory  manumission  had  been  carried  tu  such 
on  extent,  that  the  colonial  plantations  could  not  he  worked; 
and  in  that  case  something  beyond  the  mere  value  of  the 
nlave  should  be  considered,  as  for  as  the  master  was  ooo- 
cemed.  But  it  appeared  that  some  difficulties  had  arisen 
in  appraiRcment,  from  the  fact  that  the  appraisers  in  Tri. 
nidad  lix>ked  to  other  circumstances  beyond  the  actual 
value  of  the  slave,  and  on  that  account  the  order  had  been 
Bus|jende<l;  and  therefore  some  measure,  he  admitted,  was 
necessary  to  obviate  that  <hfficulty.  In  that  measure  tliey 
should  look  to  the  principle  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House 
in  iSJiRJ.  In  those  resolutions  two  great  points  were  co»* 
siderwl.  The  first  wn*i,  the  amelioration  of  slaver^-,  the 
parties  still  remaining  slaves ;  the  second  was,  to  render 
their  condition  better,  so  as  to  have  a  gradual  transition 
from  slavery  to  freedom;  but  for  that  purpose,  no  step  hod 
been  suggested  but  thatof  compvilsory  manumission.  Thist 
question  of  compulsory  manumission  was  not,  however^  to 
be  considered  at  the  present  moment.  These  were  matters 
for  serious  consideration,  but  Parliament  would  not  depart 
from  the  great^^bject  which  it  hatl  in  view.  It  was  bound 
to  attempt,  first,  the  amelioration  of  the  slaves,  and  its 
attempts  should  be  directetl  in  'such  a  course  as  would 
ultimately,  — not  rapidly,  and  he  was  afraid  not  within  any 
time  that  could  be  specified,  but  ultimately  and  securely, 
— lead  to  a  change  in  their  civil  condition.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  that  it  might  not  be  well  to  cxmadcr 
what  modifications  of  the  existing  regulationg  it  might  ht 
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|Mto^er  to  iulofit ;  Iml  htTc  it  w«s  tlic  <\\iiy  of  ministon 
to  vrut  until  Parliament  nlioulii  takr  n  difTcrfnt  \i«w  tif 
the  ftubj«ct  frun  that  which  they  hiul  olrMtlj  recorded. 
He  tboiij^ht  it  Tiei:etaary  to  my  thus  much,  in  order  (o 
^fuanl  Against  a  Kupponition  that  Grovcmmpnt  were  di>i|)tt»ed 
to  nrctnle  frooi  the  infitrucUonc  slready  )pv«n.  On  th<> 
•ontntry,  they  would  steadily  bear  in  mind  the  prinriph<« 
Uxd  down  by  Purlitunent,  and  the  v>ew«  in  whicJi  thoto 
|inncipU«  originated. 


EAST  RETFORD  DISFRANCHI8KMENT  BILL. 
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The  order  or  the  day  wns  read,  fnrUking  Into  furtlttfr  con*)d«r«t)on 
fh(»  rrpoTT  frotn  the  cfmiiititlce  of  the  whole  Hou*e,  on  Ihe  Bill  "  lo 
inccUil*  tbe  Bdroufi^  ut  Eui  Rftford  from  electini,'  BurK^Mea  to 
»erv*  ia  parlnmvtit,  and  to  eiiftbU  ibe  Town  of  Birmingham  to  ra- 
lum  Two  RfprcMntalif  e»  to  Parliuxneiil  iq  lieu  tjiereof,"  Mr.  Teu- 
nyiton  having  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  loavc  lit*.*  chair,  Mr 
Nit-hoUon  Calvert  niuvt'd,  "  That  it  be  an  instnirlinti  (n  the  Cimimit- 
tee,  that  tbcy  htvc  power  to  innkc  provition  for  (he  prevention  uf 
Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the  elerlton  of  Membar*  to  aerra  in  Pat^ 
JiBDrni  for  the  Barouffb  of  Ea«t  Retford,  by  extendinir  the  risht  of 
■Miaff  to  aJl  Forty-shilling  Frc«buldvr»  uf  the  tluiidred  ut  Uauel- 
law.*- 

nMr.  Secretary  Hcskimon  said,  he  was  perfectly  rendy 
tojigtcewith  those  who  thou<;ht  thtit  they  ought  iiut  to 
anticipate  what  might  be  tlie  decision  of  the  other  Uoinie 
of  Parliament.  The  Hotisc  Itad  luiw  passed  beyond  the 
■ti^^e  of  judicial  inquiry,  and  had  only  to  consider  the 
caune  which,  under  present  circumstances,  it  was  expedient 
to  adopt*  If  the  House  of  Lords,  upon  inquiry,  arrivod 
at  the  name  conclusion  with  rcspcirt  to  the  delinquency  of 
the  borough  in  quealioni   then  the  only  question  which 
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would  remain  fur  them  tu  decide  would  be  the  question 
of  polic}'.      If,  on  the  present   occasion,   tiie    House    had 
only  to  treat  the  question  or  in  the  cow  of  one  delinquent, 
it  would  lie  fair  to  treat  it,  perhaps,  on  the  principle  which 
had  l>een  adopted  in  the  instance  of  the  borough  of  Gram- 
pound.     He  cet'tainly  should,  in  that  ca.se,  reconimend  the 
measure  of  transferring  the  franchise  to  some  great  com- 
mercial town.     It  was  not  with  one,  hut  with  two,  that  at 
present  tliey  had  to  deal ;  and  they  liad  tu  deal  witli  both 
at  the  same  time.     If  he  rightly  understood  the  principle 
upon  which  tliey  should  act,  it  would  W  this — not  only  to 
consult  the  feelings  of  the  other   brancli  of  the  legislature, 
but  also  the  feelings  of  the  House  of  C-onunons  ;  and,  what 
was   of  infinitely   more  importance,    the  feelings   of    the 
various  cla»)ses  into  which  tlie  nation  was  divided,  and  out 
of  which  grew  the  balanced  and  varied  representation  that 
fonued  the  distingui siting  characteristic  of  the  constitution 
of  this  country.     I-lis  right  honourable  and  learned  friend 
opposite*  had  declared  himself  favourable  to  the  transfer 
of  the  franchise,  of  winch  it  wa.s  proposed  to  deprive  East 
Retford,  to  some  great  commercial  connnunity,  which  had 
never  Ix'fore  enjoyed  that  privilege,  ratlier  than  to  some  place 
which,  in   previous  times,  had  been  jiartially  rcpresentetl ; 
and  had  cited  instances  derived  from  our  history,  near  the 
commencement  of  the  great  civil  war*,   and  during  the 
reigns  of  the  Stuarts.     That,  however,  was  a  period  of  our 
history  from  which  few  good  precetlents  could  be  derived. 
He  would  rather  refer  him   to  a  more  recent  precedcut; 
that  of  Grampound,  where,  upon   the  conviction  of  gross 
corruption  on  the  part  of  a  borough,  they  had  determined 
to  give  the  franchise  to  the  coimty  of  York  ;  which,  con- 
sidering its  great  wealth,  and  the  extent  of  its  population. 


'  Sir  Jnmos  Msckintmh. 
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«iu  thought  the  tittcht  IkxIy.   then  without  it,  to  which  tiie 
ri^ht  could  be  trajiitforretl. 

lie  cnuld  nut  agree  that  the  tltprivntion  tnnitcinplatect  in 
the  prcscDt  measure  won  not  to  1k>  rc^nled  in  the  light  of  u 
pwiiahment.  His  right  honotirablc  friend^  by  whom  tliat  had 
been  asKrtod,  Itere  upiuMxl  hiniM.'If  to  no  uK-un  atitiuiriiy ; 
namely,  that  of  the  late  Mr,  Fox.  For  more  than  ouce  it 
had  been  declared  by  that  eminent  indiviilnal,  that  tu  de- 
prive parlies  so  circumstanced  uf  s^iich  a  tru»t — to  take 
away  from  them  so  valuable  a  ]irivilqj^c — would  be  doing 
that  which,  in  no  point  of  view, could  otherwise  lie  regurdcd 
than  a5  a  great  ptinislnncnC  Now,  whether  tt  was<  con* 
aidered  in  the  light  uf  a  puainbiiient  or  otherwiw*  unv  thing 
at  least  was  certain — that  out  of  tlie  two  coftca  then  iK-forv 
Faritaoieiit,  ihcy  ouglit  not  to  neglect  the  opporttmity 
afTorded  tlieni — they  itwulcl  n*-glecl  no  means  likely  to 
attain  on  end  that  might  be  presumed  tu  be  beneliclal  and 
Mtififactory  to  the  pet>plc.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  Iwfore 
they  traOAferred  the  privilege,  heretofcwe  possessed  by  a 
4»rrupt  borough,  to  n  great  eonuuereiftl  comniunity,  they 
should  coniiider  hnw  for  that  net  was  in  conformity  with 
(he  great  principle  from  which  they  should  not  dqiart ; 
nninely*  tliat  uf  making  the  trunsfeni  nlteniate  l)ctween  the 
trading  and  the  landed  interests — proceeding  olwayH,  of 
coiir&e,  according  to  the  circumHtanceA  of  each  indindual 
case  that  came  before  tlieni.  He  could  not  agree  with  bis 
right  Ivmoiiruble  friend,  that  all  the  turbulence  and  riot 
which  ■cmictintcH  occurrc<l  in  thiii  country  was  con5niti  tu 
fpiaoet  destitute  of  representation.  Nottingham  afforded  a 
striking  intstance  to  the  contrary.  It  was  from  that  town,  as 
a  centre,  th»t  Luddifim  spread  itM;lf  through  the  country, 
extended  itself  to  Alanchestcr,  and  was  productive  uf  {kt- 
ha}»n»ore  injury  than  any  other  Mniilar  principle  of  discord 
and  violence.      (vlaMgow  again  was  alito  reprei^cnted.     [No, 
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DO.]     Honourable  p;eiulemen  might  say  **  Xo,  nn  *  hut  lie 
contcniled,  that  Glasgow  liatl  a  rcprt'stnuitivein  that  House. 
— [A  Member. — The  fourth  jiart  of  a  representative.]     It 
might  be  said  of  any  town  or  county,  that  it  had  but  the 
fraction  of  a  inemln- r.     He  would,  nevertheless,  repeat  hillj 
assertion,  namely,  that  Glasgow  had  a  representative  in  that  < 
Houae.     If  they  departed  from  the  principle  to  which 
had  before  adverted,   they  would  be  establishing  a  pre-." 
cedent,  which  might   carry  them  lengths  far  l>eyo»d  what 
they  6r3t  contemplated,  and  far  beyond  what  they  might 
receive  external  support  in  cairying  into  effect ;  whereas, 
if  they  adhered  to  it,  they  might  improve  the  representation' 
of  the  country,  without  incurring  the  hazard  of  admitting 
on  unwise  and  dangerous  principle  of  reform.  ^  ■"»f'^ 

It  had   sometimes  been   said — he  knew  not    on  What 
grounds — that  he  was  not  a  friend  to  the  agricultural  inte- 
rest ;  but  he  felt  the  less  uneasy  under  an  imputation  of  1 
that  nature,  as  he  was  persuaded,  that  an  enlarged  view  of 
the  policy  which  he  had  always  recommendc<l,  could  not  fail' 
to  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  he  had  uniformly  supported] 
those  principles  which  were  best  calculated  to  promote  th«? 
general  interests  of  each  class,  and,  as  a  consequence,  th#1 
good  of  the  whole  community.     His  object,  on  the  present 
occasion,  woxild  certainly  be,  to  confer  increased  franchiseA 
upon  the  landed  interest ;  but  if  the  two  cases  were  takeii 
into  account,  as  it  manifestly  was  intended  they  should  be||  i 
then  there  would  be  an  equality  of  advantages — a  gre«ff 
conunercial  community  receiving  benefit  in  the  one  case, 
and  a  body  of  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  other.     Upon 
these  grounds  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  support  tha 
amendment. 

The  Hou9c  divided :  For  Mr.  Calvert^s  Amendment,  157*    Agviiitt 
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MmrehU. 

Mr.  Alderman  \Viil)ini»ii,  witit  ■  view  that  tb«  IluoM  tbauld  W  » 
poMWMiun  of  tdl  (be  knowkdgv  it  coultl  majuhc,  Ucforv  it  nine  to. 
uof  dccUton  on  the  fobject  of  Eftii^rstion,  movvd  fur  **  bii  Accauiii 
of  the  t]uantily  nf  I^nd  in  Upper  Cuiad*  Mild  to  tbe  Cunadti  <^om- 
pAOy.  iipeclfvin{r  the  tcrmi  and  conditiunB  of  aorh  salr,  thr  sunn  pkid 
in  MinformitY  tbeiwtOi  tnd  bIm>  t)i«  nambt?r  of  pvrMni  tlui  tuna 
bevn  tent  ta  Canada  by  the  taid  Compnay."  Tb«  eooduct  of  lb* 
Gom^ny  vm  spoken  of  in  blffh  Urna  by  Mr.  Wjlaiul  llortou  «ih1 
Mr.  Staikley ;  and  >lr.  llumo  naid,  he  «hould  Uke  to  am  auuilar  bar* 
g^iis  made  mth  a  doien  other  Companies,  in  ibo  aame  term*  and 
witfa  Ibe  Mtme  objects. 

Mr.  SecreUry  HvSKlBftov  iaid,  (hat  lb«  liocMiuraiiU 
member  fur  Aberdeeu  had  taken  a  correct  view  of  the 
utility  uf  these  companies  to  the  country.  la  other  \mrtM 
of  the  vorld,  there  were  immcnfic  trocta  of  wild  Umt  whic^ 
were  totally  unproductive ;  and  if,  by  any  company,  they 
oould  be  brought  under  cultivation,  so  as  to  make  a  rvttim 
Co  the  parties  employed  upon  them,  the  result  would  not 
uoly  be  beiMrficial  to  the  colooy,  but  to  tlie  i^neral  interesta 
of  this  country.  He  was  glad  that  he  cuuld  nutr,  lliat 
oompauies  <>a  tha  tt&Die  principle  had  been  funnel  in  New 
South  Wales  and  at  Van  Dicmen'a  Land.  He  tni»t4*d 
they  would  be  all  successful;  for,  to  the  cxt«mt  in  which 
they  reclaimed  lands  fruin  the  state  of  nature,  tliey  coiiiri' 
buted  essentially  to  the  increase  of  the  power  and  resources 
of  thia  country.  By  the  contract  Mrith  tiic  Colonial  D^ 
partment  the  Canada  Company  had  given  for  what  it  had 
pitrcbosed  the  fidl  rate  at  which  land  wo*  selling  in  the 
market-  The  oimfiany  was  paying  dt)wn  ready  money, 
while  it  had  to  look  to  a  remote  period  for  the  return  of 
llie  capital  so  embarked.  The  honourable  member  tor 
Bristol   had   talked  as  if  this  compeny  had  been  turned 
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loose  in  Canada,  to  select  for  itself  any  spot  it  might  fancy. 
But  what  was  the  fact  ?    The  company  had  first  contracted 
for  two  millions  of  acres,  coosistiDg  of  clergy  and  crown 
reaenes.     Some  difficulty  arose  as  to  the  clergy  reserves 
■which  could  not  be  overcome,  and  the  result  was  that  they 
did  not  form  part  of  the  contract,  and  the  company  received 
in  lieu  of  them  a  million  of  acres,  situated  on  the  banks  of 
Lake    Huron,  lying  in  one  lot  together.     Tlie  company 
obtained  no  title  to  those  lands,  but  as  they  were  progres- 
sively settled  and  the  purchase- money  paid.     As  the  com- 
pany in  succession  received  the  titles,   the  public  would 
receive   an  annual  sum,  in  aid  of  the  burthcii  which  the 
colonies  brought  on   this  country',  in  the  maintenance  of 
their  civil  estabbshmentt>.     Government  had  not  been  so 
improvident  as  to  lea\'e  out  of  their   \icw  public  improve- 
ments in  these  colonies.     It  had  stipulated,   that  one  third 
of  the  money  from  the  company  should  be  expended  in 
building  bridges,  making  roads,  and  otlier  purjioscs  of  con- 
venience and   benefit.     A  more  judicious  appropriation  of 
the  land  could  not  have  lieen  devised.     The  company  had 
no  desire  to  conceal  its  proceedings ;  being  convinced,  tlial 
the  best  way  in  whicfi  its  prosperity  could  be  promoted  wa* 
by  making  known  all  its  transai'tions,  and  inviting,  ratlter 
than  shunning,  investigation.     He  knew  uotliiug  as  to  the 
proHts  of  the  com]>any  ;   but  he  believed   the  directors  did 
not  regard  its  aft  airs  as  likely  to  excite  either  jealousy  or 
envy.     He  hoped,  that  the  honourable  alderman  would  not 
press  his  motion,  but  be  c<mtentcd  with  applying  to  tlie 
directors ;  any  one  of  whom  could  give  him  the  infonnatiou 
he  required.     He  agreed   that  this   was  a  question  which 
claimed  the  attention  of  Government,  involving,  as  it  <lid, 
so  many  interests  connected  with  the  pennanent  welfare  and 
general   prrw|)erity   of  that  hnportant   port  of  the  king's 
dominions,  and   particularly  as  it  concerned  the  constitu« 
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Uonal  nghu  of  the  inhabitants  uiuler  the  act  of  1791' 
After  the  reve«is  >t  wu«  )iit«  inltnitiun  tucaU  the  uttcution  a/ 
the  Huuse  to  thu  wliule  of  this  great  Mibject.  , ,) 

*rb«  mollon  WM  wUhdniwii. 
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March  31. 

ThD  lintus  haviag'  rpAoInd  iusif  iato  a  Coramittoe  nn  li)«  Cum 
Trade  AcU.Mr.  Cburlt;*  (iniot,  tli«  Prcvidvnt  uf  the  Board  uf  Trndo, 
luuveii,  "  TI>«1  tt  is  the  i>piniuii  of  thin  (/<>uiiiiiltei%  thkt  t*\-Tr^'  4ort 
,of  contf  grain,  meal  or  fl»ur,  which  la  now,  by  Uw,  «dnii*>ible  for 
iioin«  U4C  bt  certain  time*,  Ahftll  he  ftdmimible  for  home  lue  at  hH 
tinrn,  upon  pnyment  of  the  follovinp  dotie*  re*pec(iv*Iy,"  Mere 
Mlowed  the  »cate  of  dutit«i,  by  which  if  wus  proposed.  That  wheiit 
Rbould  be  Nubjrct  tu  a  dutjr  of  32jr.  Sd,  pet  quarter,  whenevtu'  Uw 
{rrice  wa»  fi2«.,  aitd  under  »lf.,  and  that  that  duty  *h»uld  lie  decreaafd 
by  oDe  thittiug  for  e\'er}'  increase  of  one  nhilling  iu  tJic  pricey  until 
it  reached  73«. 

Mr  Secretary  HimKissox  ronic.  He  began  by  observ- 
ing, that  alt])ough  he  by  uo  meai»  agrred,  that  it  wao 
desirable  to  abstain  fn>m  nil  immrdiatc  diaeiiiiaion  on  tht* 
prencnt  occa^on^  and  iiitiiuugh  he  thought  it  an  extrnordi- 
nary  anumal y»  uhmi  a  measure  was  brought  furwani  by  a 
raiaiiter  of  the  Crown,  that  it  should  be  unacoouipauietl  by 
a  full  e^i^aikalinii  uf  its  merits  and  character;  yet,  us  tbc 
propriety  of  such  a  eoursc  had  been  maintained,  he  would 
nnt  enter  int4>  any  wide  field  of  remark,  but  would  ad- 
drcHx  lumnelf  merely  to  the  few  obnervatioDH  whidi  had 
fallen  from  GCTtaiD  honourable  meinlH?r<i  who  hail  preCnccd 
their  apeechcA  by  declaring,  tliat  they  wuuld  make  no  ob- 
•crvftdoTiK  at  nil. 

And  first,  he  must  state,  tJiat  the  hoitourable  memlxir  for 
i^ooln  wa»  under  a  strungv  delusion  iu  supposing  that  in 
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the  last  year  a  million  and  a  half  of  quarters  of  fordgtP^* 
oats  had  been  smuggled  into  Ireland,  and  thence  imported 
into  this  country.  He  could  assure  that  honourable  mem 
ber,  after  the  most  rigid  examination,  that  not  a  single' 
bubhel  of  oats  had  been  so  imported  in  the  last,  or  in  the^^ 
present  year*  In  fut^t,  when  the  cumbrous  nature  of  thj^l 
commodity  was  considered,  and  the  heavy  penalties  which 
would  follow  detection,  it  was  impossible  to  conceive  the 
existence  of  such  a  case  of  Bniuggliug  as  the  lionourable 
nieaiber  supposed.  The  honourable  and  gallant  member 
for  Lincoln  was  not,  however,  the  only  person  who  ym$ 
alanned  upon  the  Milyect  of  inferior  grain.  The  lionour- 
able member  for  Somersetshire  had  expressed  the  same 
species  of  jealoutiy,  and  had  sicken  as  tliough  an  immense 
injury  had  been  off'ere<l  to  the  agricultural  interest,  by  the 
opening  of  the  jx)rts,  in  18S6,fortheadmissionof  foreign  oats. 
Now,  he  was  certainly  surprised  at  this  complaint,  for,  in 
tlie  6rst  place,  he  thought  it  had  been  agreed  on  all  hands^ 
that  that  measure  of  opening  the  ports,  recommended  to 
his  Majerty  in  August  mid  approved  by  I'arliament  in  the 
following  November,  had  been  a  measure  not  only  sanfl 
tioned,  but  peremptorily  calletl  for,  by  the  circumstance*  of 
the  time.  But  an  additional  fact  moreover  existed,  not 
merely  to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  course  adopted,  but 
also  that  it  was  a  course  by  which  the  agricultural  inteBMi 
hod  not  lost  a  shilling ;  for  although  three  million  of  quar- 
ters of  oats  had  been  imported,  yet  such  was  the  presaing 
demand  in  the  country,  that  the  price  had  still  continued 
constantly  above  the  limitation  of  the  Hll  of  1615.  Sl^H 
tliat,  if  the  ports  had  not  been  opened  by  that  recom- 
mendation, under  the  existing  law  tlie  oats  would  still  have 
come  in;  and  come  in,  as  the  provisions  of  that  law  stood, 
without  paying  any  duty  at  all  Therefore  it  would  eeem^ 
that  to  meet    the   vievfh  of   the   honourable  member   A 
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SomcrsctiUiire,  the  bill  of  1815  must  not  only  be  maintafaiMl 
in  fall  strength,  but  alMolutely  reinforced  to  xnch  a  fU^fnt 
as  Dot  to  let  in  com  at  ail,  even  in  the  oiott  pressing  eiMV^ 
gency  of  the  atate. 

The  honourable  mcmlKT  for  SonKTwtBhire,  howeVef,  *ho 
certainly  was  in  error  in  fiuppo«ing  thut  tho  ogriculluml 
intpmt  had  lost  any  thing  by  the  opening  of  the  ports  in 
Itttft,  went  on  to  moke  a  Htill  nmre  cxtruordinary  ttatetnent, 

winnly.  that  wheat  had  been  imported  into  thi«  country 
in  November  last,  at  so  high  a  duty  ns  4i(U,  8tf.  a  quarter. 
This  vas  a  mistake,  and  it  arose  fnmi  the  honouraHe 
bafonct's  having  lookeil  negligently  at  the  return  which  he 
cpioted.  There  was  oo  uheat  at  all  imported  in  the  month 
to  which  the  honourable  member  referrefl.  It  was  true  that, 
if  wheat  had  been  imported  in  that  month,  from  the  price 
vlBoh  it  bore  in  the  same  market,  the  duty  payable  would 
have  been  that  which  the  honourable  memlter  stated ;  but 
DO  wheat  at  all  had  come ;  the  return  before  the  honour- 
able member  apjilie*!  to  wheat,  *'  or  other  foreign  grain  5* 
and  it  must  have  U'en  ftoroe  other  grain— beans,  Indian 
iTom,  or  riour, — that  had  been  imported  in  that  month. 
That  wheat  should  have  come  in  was  utterly  im|)o6HJhle. 
In  faet,  the  returns  of  the  |>eriod  wore  before  him ;  and, 
during  the  whole  time  he  foimd  tliat  wheat  hod  kept  the 
price  here  in  the  market  of  ots.  to  5iU.^  for  three  siic- 
cMBrc  week»— the  note  upon  the  importation  paf^er  was 
constantly  "  Nil,"  "  nil,"  *«  nil." 

In  the  same  way,  when  the  Iwnourable  member  for 
Somersetshire  said  again,  that  com  in  July  hmt  bad  been 
at  01c.  a  (quarter,  and  in  the  last  month  it  was  at  53«.,  and 
therefore  that  that  decline  roust  have  pnx:ecded  from  the  inu 
portation  of  the  500,000  quartern  of  wheat  since  last  Sep- 
tonber,  (he  honourable  baronet  was  right  as  to  his  factit, 
but  totally  wrong  in  hib  deduction.     He  had  forgotten  the 
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intluences  of  times  and  seasons  in  England.  He  had  for- 
gotten that  our  system  of  monopoly,  or  something  at  least 
which  approaeliL-J  to  it,  gave  the  mere  time  (tf  vear  always 
a  certain  effect  iipni  the  relative  price  of  com.  July,  which 
was  the  date  of  the  honourable  member's  high  price,  was 
the  end  of  the  agricultural  year.  At  that  time,  crom  was 
invariably  higher  than  in  those  months  innnediately  follow, 
ing  the  har\'esl.  If  the  lionourable  meitilxr  had  gone 
farther,  and  compared  the  prices  of  the  last  year  with  those 
of  former  years,  he  would  have  found  that  the  %'ariation 
between  July  and  February,  which  he  complained  of, 
might  have  been  produced,  and  conistantly  had  been  pro- 
duced, without  any  importation  at  all.  Nay,  if  the  honour- 
able member  looked  only  a  little  further  into  the  returns 
before  him,  he  would  find  the  state  of  all  grain  the  same 
with  that  of  wheat.  Harley  and  oats  had  fallen  between 
the  July  and  February  in  the  same  pro(»ortion  as  the  higher- 
priced  grain  ;  and  he  had  little  doubt  that  the  same  means 
which  hail  produced  the  full  would  ensure  the  rise  again ; 
and  that,  before  July  next,  wheat  would  Iw  as  high  as  it 
had  been  in  the  same  month  last  year.  He  desired  particu- 
larly to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  of  the 
difference  of  seasons,  as  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
baronet  was  calculated  to  produce  an  impression,  and  it 
certainly  was  utterly  erroneous. 

The  honourable  and  leameii  member  for  Kircudbright* 
was  one  of  those  who  insisted  on  some  law  which  should  keep 
up  the  price  of  barley  and  oats.  But  did  the  honourable  and 
learned  memlwr  forget,  that  in  the  last  year  those  grains  had 
received  a  considerable  advance  on  the  scale  proposed  ?  The 
honourable  member  forgot  that  the  central  point  of  oats  had 
been  advanced  from  Uls.  to  S5«.,  and  that  of  barley  from 
30s.  to  3Sff. ;— no  corresponding  advance  being  made 
•  Mr.  Fer^Mon. 
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U|>on  the  Article  of  wlicat.  He  was  surpriscti  that  the 
hoouurabW  aiii)  learned  oHtnber  should  ovcrkwk  thi»  point ; 
and  that  he  should  not  sec  that  iUis,  -wm«  higher  rmtio  for 
outs,  (lian  60«.  was  for  whcnt.  He  tuul  looked  auYfulljr 
back  to  tlie  priceii  of  furravr  wan ;  and  he  foumt  no 
inataxkoc  in  which  the  price  at  which  importation  should  be 
permitted  liad  been  fixed  m>  lugh  as  Hoe.  The  Itonourable 
and  lennted  incmlicr  Kvnicd  lo  (hink,  Xtaty  tlial  thvfv  wa> 
DO  diflerence  iK'twceu  the  Kale  uf  duties  now  proposed,  and 
tlie  auieitdment  moved  by  tlu*  honourable  roentber  for  Dor- 
netshxre  last  year.  Thia  trnprewion  wa«  a  mistaken  one. 
The  object  of  the  la^t  yvnr\  ftinendiuent  i»f  the  hmiouniblc 
membtf  for  DoriteUhire  had  been  Ut  riUM.*  tiie  pivot  price  of 
wheat  from  60«.  to  &itf.,  but  to  leave  the  graduation  of  the 
sc«le>  Iwth  in  tlic  ascent  and  dewcnt  of  the  duty,  as  it  atood; 
but  it  was  clear,  u|ion  die  iJiglitent  calculation}  tliat,  from 
tlie  Ix^iunin^  to  the  end  of  the  scale,  tltat  change  went  lo 
mak«  a  moat  important  difference. 

His  honourable  fritmd,  the  member  for  Britigenorthi  had 
announced  his  hoHtibty  to  tlie  resulutiunK  proiXMifl,  and  his 
intention  to  suggcat  new  ones.  It  would  have  lieen  aa  well, 
he  tliought,  if  hia  hoiu>urable  fnend  had  brought  forward 
hia  reaolutiona  at  once.  In  fairness,  1x>th  to  the  House 
and  to  the  country,  he  thouglil  that  honoiirable  niend>ers 
who  had  counter<re»olution!«  to  profxMe,  wuuhl  have  duue 
well  to  have  nameil  them  on  that  ereningy  that  they  might 
have  gone  fortli,  side  by  Hide,  with  those  of  minii^teriH  for 
general  conaideration.  In  ihiii  there  could  neither  have 
been  any  thing  objectionable,  nor  any  needless  occu|uitiott 
of  lime;  and  ministers,  if  they  wore  not  immediately  to 
have  the  benefit  of  honuurnble  gentlemen's  {.pccchcs  might 
yet  have  had  the  odvanUgc  of  seeing,  and  jierhapit  deriving 
iiistructiun  from,  tlteir  plann.  His  hotujurablc  friend  ap- 
provcxl  neither  of  the  existing  law,  it  appcanxl,  nor  of  that 
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proposed ;  for  ho  said,  that  if  the  pTcsident  of  the  Doarri  of 
'Trade  had  brought  forward  the  system  of  last  year,  iptiwi-. 
tnia  verbis,  he  would  have  objected  to  it. 

His  lionnurabte  friend  then  cooiplained,  that  the  system 
now  proposed  was  of  too  complicated  a  character.  Now, 
be  could  not  see  that  it  was  materially  inore  couiplicated 
than  tiiat  of  the  last  year.  The  scheme  dow  proposed 
took  the  two  extremes  of  the  scale  as  it  was  formed  for  the 
last  year,  and  pniposed  to  enact  such  regulations  as,  at  the 
price  of  70«.,  should  let  in  wheat  at  a  merely  nrauinal  duty, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  at  the  price  of  GO*-,  should  pretty 
nearly  prevent  its  admission  altogether.  That  nas  an 
equitable  arrangement,  and  one  which  could  lead  to  no  it>- 
convenicnce.  When  com  was  either  much  wanted  hero, 
or  at  a  very  low  price  abroad,  it  would  certainly  find 
its  way  into  the  country.  Let  the  House  look,  however, 
to  what  had  occurred  since  last  year.  It  was  said,  nher 
the  bill  of  lust  year  had  been  amended  in  aDotlier  place, 
and  had  Ih:en  materially  altered  in  effect,— it  was  said, 
that  in  any  reconsideration  of  the  subject  in  a  future 
■QMtton,  the  House  ought  to  proceed  with  a  view  to  tl»e 
experience  which  it  would  then  have  obtained.  He  agn^ 
with  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  that  experience  liad 
received  more  consideration  lliau  it  deserved :  500,0(K)  quar- 
ters of  wheat,  however,  had  coroeinwhen  the  duty  exceeded 
20*. ;  therefore,  there  vms  a^pnma  facie  case  niiule  out,  that 
20m.  was  not  a  sufficient  duty  to  exclude.  Tliis  fact,  then, 
io  the  construction  of  the  present  measure,  had  been  coiw 
sidered  ;  and  it  was  upon  that  ground  that  an  attempt  was 
eontcniplated,  without  departing  from  the  principle  of  the 
last  year's  bill,  or  sacriHcingany  of  the  views  which  it  had 
endmeed,  to  quiet  the  apprehension  which  had  arisen  out 
of  the  importation  at  a  20a.  dutv,  and  to  throxv  an  ad- 
ditional drag  or  impcdiiQent  in  the  way,  by  which  foreign 
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eonit  ia  a  pfiren  state  of  the  niarkL't,  wss  to  be  atlinittecl. 
All  [Mu-tiea  lost  year  hjid  been  agreed  upon  the  miiichief 
wbieh  would  arise  from  pcmiictinf^  large  iinptirtationi  of 
foreign  wheat,  vthen  the  price  iu  the  honiu  taarket  wa«  b&> 
twcen  (JOff.  and  64ir.  I'lie  measure  of  the  present  yc^ar  wsa 
caWulated  to  cheek  such  importation  :  it  woh  no  deviation 
from  the  principle  of  the  last  yearns  bill,  or  from  the 
manner  in  which  that  bill  dealt  wilJi  the  &ubject ;  hut  it 
wftft  so  constructed,  a*  to  defeat  a  jMxaible  course  which  it 
wa»  gtoerally  agreed,  if  put  iu  execution,  would  prove  iiif 
ooDvenient.  tr 

He  admitted  fully  that,  iu  the  rnurse  of  the  faut  yvari 
tliere  luul  l>een  circuinAtancct  calculatixl  to  prodnoe  a  lajqger 
iuiportatioo,  at  given  rates  of  duly*  than  was  likely  to  occur 
again.  In  the  first  plucu,  tiic  act  of  Novenil>er,  IftSf),  had 
given  the  Crown  tlie  power  to  admit  five  hundred  ihouaand 
quarter*  of  foreign  wheat  at  lii*.  a  quarter  duty.  Tliat 
power,  it  was  true,  had  not  been  exerted,  for  the  occasioo 
for  itH  exercine  had  nut  ariiicn ;  but  tJit*  Micf  that  it  WdulH 
be  called  into  effect,  and  the  conteniplatioo  of  further 
changes,  bad  ImHight  a  large  supi^y  of  fuiciga  com  into 
the  warehouses  of  the  country — a  largiT  quantity,  probably, 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  introduced.  The  expecta- 
tion of  (heailniisbion  of  tla*  live  hundred  tliousand  quartern 
at  l&r.  duty  hail  failed  ;  and  the  general  measure,  upon 
which  fomething  had,  perhaps,  been  calcu)ate<l,  had  lieeii 
(lefeated  in  another  place  ;  and  only  a  ahort  time  was  open  to 
gel  rid  of  a  large  supply  nf  a  commodity  which  received  no 
heneHi  from  keeping.  The  result  wa«,  that  a  sort  of  panie 
had  wilted  upon  the  holders  of  foreign  com  in  tKind,  which 
bad  produced  considernble  loss ;  it  had  been  taken  out  of 
bond  at  high  rates  of  doty,  and  rapidly  foroe<l  into  con- 
suoiptinn.  It  was  ncceaaoiy,  therefore,  in  any  estimate  of 
what  had  ariaen  under  the  hist  year^K  law,  to  conttidcr  these 
circumstances. 
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The    right   honourable   the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  stated  truly,  that  it  was  their  duty,  as  practical 
men,  to  look  at   the  measure  of  the  present  seft&ion   as  one 
which  wns  to  settle  wliat  the  nde  and  what  the  law  were,  by 
which  all  the  transactions  of  the  country  relating  to  the 
land  were  to  be  regulated.     The  question  was  truly  one,  the 
,  final  adjustment  of  which  was  not  merely  deeply  desirable> 
but  a  matter  of  paramount  necessity ;  for  it  was  one  by 
which  all  the  acts  and  hiisinessof  men's  lives  were  influenced 
and  governetl.  The  object,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  of  the  House 
should  I30,  to  pass  a  measure  which  men  might  believe,  and 
look  upon  to  be,  a  lasting  and  a  conclusive  one ; — an  award, 
if  he  might  be  allowe<l  tlie  expression,  between  the  exagge- 
rale<l  prejudices  entertained  against  all  freedom  of  trade  on 
one  side,  and  the  exaggeratetl  hoj)es  which  might  have  bi*cn 
conceived  by  the  other ; — a  measure  which,  if  it  wjw  not  the 
very  best  which  could  be  introd  ucetl,  might  yet  be  one  which 
would  prove  an  adjustment  of  tin?  question,  so  long  agitated 
with  so  much  inconvenience  to  society  ; — a  question,  one  of 
the  worst  effects  of  the  uncertainty  of  which  was,  that  some 
particular  class  of  the   community  was  constantly  appre- 
hending that  its  interests  were  about  to  be  sacriticed  to  those 
of  another  class  ;  while  the  duty  of  the  House,  as  well  as 
its   real   diH|iosition,    was  to  look  upon   all   interests  im- 
partially. ^H 
It  was  for  purposes,  and  with  feelings  of  this  description^" 
that  the  present  measure  hud  been  submitted  to  the  House. 
He  did  not  think  it  the  best  which  might  have  been  brought 
forward ;  but  he  did  believe  that  it  was  a  measure,  when 
duly  considered,  which,  with  reference  to  all  the  circum. 
stances  of  the  currency  and  the  state  of  public  feeling|^ 
was  more  likely  to  al>atc  those  angry  squabbles  which  tM^| 
absence  of  final  measures  hud  given  rise  to,  than  any  other 
which,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  could  be 
introduced.     As  to  those  wlio  objected  to  it  on  the  score 
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that  the  interests  of  a^'mlturo  were  not  sufficiently  pro- 
tectwJ,  ho  liad  alrcwly  briefly  ivpliix!  to  ihrir  obwrvalionB, 
The  hoiiuurnble  iitiiiilkcr  for  SonH>r«etslure  pnifesfted  him- 
edf  pleased  with  the  law  of  1815.  He  could  uoly  my  to 
that  honourable  lUL-mliery  that  he  lamented,  from  the  bot- 
tom of  Wis  nitil,  (he  innfis  of  evil  nnd  miiterieft  and  def^truc- 
tion  of  capital,  which  thai  law,  in  the  coiirae  of  ita  twdve 
ytttjV  opcratiiiMf  had  pnHliiced.  Aiitl  he  did  bolie%'e  that 
he  could  make  it  dit^tinctly  appear,  if  llie  moment  were  a 
jiroiicr  one,  that  the  eflecl  of  the  bill,  bk  far  as  regarded 
the  BgnculturihtA  UieiiiselvL's,  had  been  to  keep  the  prices 
of  produce  lowiT,  for  thoce  twelve  yi'^irH,  than  tliey  would 
have  been,  even  if  the  trade  in  corn  had  bteu  entirely 
open. 

Thp  llfitisc  a)fain  rpmilved  iterif  into  it  Citmmittec  nti  the  Corn 
Trwl**  ArU,  mnd  Mr.  (rmnt'ii  R«9<ilut)nn  licinij^  ■MT*^'*  P^^  ^^' 
lltktlicotr  moriNl,  that  the  ehiurm&n  shMiM  rcfx^rt  pntf^r*^**,  ami  Mr. 
CaJcrall  niuvod,  by  wti\  u(  amcudmviit,  ibu  aduplion  of  Uic  nca\e  of 
l>iilie«  |(n»p<wpii  Uwt  session  lij  Mr,  (.■«nniii(;.  -Sir  Ocor^e  rhili|i» 
Itaiiii);  tf»|uircd,  H'hol  were  tln'  gnmrtilM  iijiriD  which  ih«  right 
hnnotirablo  the  SornUry  uf  Stale  for  ilin  rnlimtr*  nd<i{>tc(]  ihe  pn*> 
■»nf  measure,  in  pr«fer<>nrc  V>  that  whieh  lie  had  Hupported  and  re- 
«Man«a4«4  in  Um  l^t  ««taioii, 

Mr.  Secretary  IIuskissok  roso.  lie  said,  that  luri  Ma- 
jesty'»  ministers  had  lieen  placed  in  rather  a  ditlicuU  tsilua- 
tion  upon  tiiift  tx'casion.  No  socmer  bud  the  House  formed 
iljielf  into  a  Cotnmitlee,  thxm  up  got  an  honourabk-  loeni- 
!kt,  who  movcil  that  they  nhould  rej^rl  |>rogross,  ami  ank 
leave  to  sit  again.  That  certainly  wok  not,  in  biii  opinion, 
the  way  to  discuss  this  meaiiure.  The  honourable  nieuilxT 
for  Wareluun,  fulluwin^  that  consistent  and  o|>t-n  course 
which  lie  Ui4iially  adoptud,  had  already  moved  nn  aniend- 
niunl  U]Mjn  the  rcMiltitiunN  pro|>os4.d  (o   the    lIoijstT^  and 
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ihe  lioiiourublc  member  Jbr  Wiltshire  had  stated  it  to  l>e  liis 
intention  to  jTrojxjsc  an  anicndiiient  ii|X)n  the  resolutions  of 
last  year.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  hud  been  desirous 
to  hear  the  various  objectionB  which  gentlemen  liad  to  urpje 
(o  the  resolutions  before  the  couin»ittee,  before  he  stated 
his  reasons  ibr  supixirting  them.  However,  as  he  hail  been 
thus  called  u|)on  by  the  honourable  baronet,  he  waa  per- 
fectly ready,  at  thift  stage  of  the  debate,  to  state  those 
reasons. 

But,  l>efure  he  did  so,  be  should  advert  to  one  observa- 
tion which  ha<l  fallen  from  the  honourable  rocml)er  for 
Wareham.  That  honourable  ineml>er  had  stated,  that,  by 
the  present  measure,  the  pivot  iu  the  scale  of  duty  had  beeu 
dianged  from  60ff.  to  G'kf.,  and  this  he  objected  to,  as  a  great 
ileparturc  from  the  measure  of  last  year.  Now,  he  would 
maintain,  that  the  pivot  had  not  beeu  changed  at  all  in  the 
pt«9eut  measure.  If  he  understood  what  was  meant  by- 
thc  word,  it  was  that  point  in  the  scale  at  which  on  one  side 
the  duty  ascended,  and  on  the  other  descended — it  was  the 
level  where  the  ascending  and  descending  duties  met.  The 
pivot  in  the  bill  last  year  was  fixed  at  G0«.  tlie  Winchester, 
and  at  6^.  the  imperial  measure.  In  ttie  present  bill,  the 
some  level  was  taken,  aitd  at  6iis.  the  iniperiaJ,  and  at  GOa. 
the  Winchester  measure — the  scale  ascendetl  on  the  one 
side,  and  descended  on  the  other.  The  difference  between 
the  two  bills  arose  not  as  to  the  pivot  which  had  been  fixed 
u|>on  as  affording  a  sufficient  protection  to  British  agricui- 
liire,  by  the  imposition  of  a  certain  duty  when  the  price  of 
corn  ascended  above  that  point,  and  dimini.shing  the  duty 
when  the  price  of  corn  fell  below  it.  The  point  which  had 
beeu  agi*eed  to  last  year  by  Parliament,  as  affording  a  suffi- 
cient protection  to  British  agriculture,  was  still  prcsened; 
but  the  question  now  was,  whether  the  scale  which  had  bwn 
lat^t  year  adapted  to  that  point  afforded  a  sufficient  protcc- 
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tioD.  In  th«  sutcment  made  by  hh  lAmcnCtA  fHcnd  Unt 
year^  ho  had  decUrerl  hit)  wish  to  give  an  efficient  pvoleetiaa 
to  Che  British  ourn  grower  up  to  CiU,  the  Wtndicster,  and 
QS«.  the  imperial  measure.  With  that  view,  hi»  lamented 
friend  fjre|wiro<l  a  ft<^le  of  dntitw,  whieh  remained  stationary 
beCwfcn  60«.  and  (>4f.  the  Winchester  meodurc,  aad  6!t«; 
Mkl  (J6».  the  ini()crial  uieasuru*  and  which  were  i»crt'ai>ed  or 
dindnit^Md  as  th«  price  of  com  mu:  or  fell  above  thift 
standard.  The  «cale  then  projiosed  was  considered  ode* 
qaste  for  the  imqiose. 

T*  The  (|ueBtian  now  before  the  House  was,  not  whether  tho 
price  at  which  thntM*aie  ha<l  been  fixed  ithctild  be  chnngrd, 
but  whether  tJie  protection  therebv  aflor<ted  wjix  found  to 
beaaufficieut  |knitection  to  the  British  corn-grower.  In  de- 
ddin^  that  que^tioo,  tliev  stioutd  Itwk  at  whal  had  happened 
since  the  bill  of  lost  year.  They  wouUi  tind  that  n  quantity 
of  com,  amounting  t/>  500,000  quarters  hud  In-en  admitted 
into  Uie  market  Without  advertinj^  even  to  tlie  circuin- 
stancM  un<)er  which  this  cum  ha<l  Ix-en  atlmiltiMl,  wlten 
they  found  that  such  a  quantity  b»  500,000  quarterly  had 
been  admitted  in  one  inontli,  it  mu»t  appear  evident  to 
theni,  that  the  ficale  of  dutie»  iiropoaed  in  the  bill  of  last 
yt0T  did  not  afford  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  aj:;ricultural 
imi'Ml, — in  fact^that  protection,  which  was  conteaiplntcd 
by  Mr.  Canning,  on  the  last  occ«sion  when  his  lamented 
fmod  «ddrea6e<I  the  Houite  upon  thi«  subject, — the  bnt 
time,  be  believed,  that  hi«  voice  woa  huard  there,  where  it 
bati  lieen  always  heard  with  so  much  respect.  On  that 
oocasioD,  when  introducing  the  tcinjiorflry  bill,  after  the 
intended  permanent  mon^urc  had  Ktu  thrown  out  in  the 
tAiT  House  of  Parliament,  he  distinctly  stutad.  that  it 
was  a  ineBfiure  to  be  tried  by  tho  test  of  experience,  and 
that  in  the  next  lession  they  would  be  enabled  to  judge, 
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from  the  working  of  it,  whether  it  was  calculaletl  to  afford 
the  dciiireU  |>n)tectitm  to  the  agricultural  interest. 

Now,  to  the  duties  ini|)oscd  by  that  bill,  he  would 
apply  the  test  of  exj>eriencc;  and  if  he  fountl  that  the 
iuiptirtation  of  foreign  corn  was  not  sufficiently  checked 
by  them,  he  was  at  liberty  to  support  a  measure  which 
went  to  alter  that  scale  of  duties,  lie  acted  upon  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  lamented  friend,  and  taking  the  test  of 
cxjwrierie*  as  his  guide,  he,  felt  himself  bound  to  support 
an  amendment  of  the  bill  of  last  session.  The  priniiple  of 
I-,<trd  Liveqwol,  and  that  laid  down  by  his  nglit  honour- 
able friend  last  session  was,  that  uj)  to  GOs,  there  should  I)e 
a  sufficient  pRiteetion  to  the  IJriti.sh  corn-grower — that  l)e- 
twcen  60s.  and  G4tf.  per  quarter  Winchester  measure,  foreign 
corn  ought  to  l>e  admitted.  The  principle,  then,  with  ro- 
gard  to  the  scale  of  duties,  was  so  to  arrange  it,  that  a  suf- 
ficient check  should  be  imposed  ti|xin  tlie  in)|X)rtation  of  i 
foreign  cf>rn,  until  the  price  of  com  rose  to  GOs.  per  Win* 
Chester  measure ;  tl*at  between  GOn.  and  C5».  \ts  im|x>rtatioii ' 
should  be  alli)wcd,  but  sidijec-t  to  such  a  check  as  would 
prevent  it  from  coming  in  such  quantities,  as  materially  toi 
nffect  the  market ;  and,  when  the  price  n>sc  to  C5*.,  the 
(ibject  of  the  plan  was  to  imjiose  duties  sufKcient  to  |>rcu 
vent  forcipi  corn  froui  being  ini|)orted  in  large  and  over- 
whelming quantities. 

Now,  im  referring  to  wliat  wcurred  lasttyear,  thev  would 
find,  that  500,000  quarters  of  wheat  were  in  warehtjusc 
when  the  bill  of  hist  session  [Mssed.  In  consequence  of  aO  ' 
early  and  an  abundant  har\ebl,  the  price  of  corn  fell  ;  ajid 
this  so  atfected  the  bonders  of  foreign  corn,  that  tliey  were 
anxious  lo  pay  the  duty  then,  lest  they  shoulil  have  still  a 
higher  duty  to  jiay.  Accordingly,  the  quaittity  of  foreign 
corn  winch  he  liad  alreaily  menlioueil  was  taken  imt  of 
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l^imtid  ;  ani]  it  wtvi  rvidnit  that,  iindiT  the  hill  of  laftt  scMOon, 
•iiniilar  influx  tif  forci^  com  iiiir;lit  occur,  so  us  to  op- 
press the  Untish  n)rTv-jfn3WtT.  The  first  ohjcct,  then,  of 
'the  Govemnu'Dt  was  to  rcniwly  that  tUfcct  in  ihu  liill  of  la>t 
Jrcar,  and  to  afford  a  KiifKciciit  [irf>toction  when  the  pritv  «if 
'*oni  was  from  60*.  to  CSjv,  That  ohjfct,  they  conceived, 
would  Ik*  effected  hy  adding  four  shillinpn  tn  the  duty  prt>- 
[KMctl  hxst  year,  when  the  price  of  com  flhouKl  lie  at  (Hs. 

Other  «invs|Krtiding  changes  had  Itecn  made  in  the 
a«ccntlii)g  and  descemlii»g  i*cu\c  of  iluiii-»»  whieli  uppituvd 
to  them  calculated  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  hill  of  laM 
year.  The  honourahle  nu-mher  for  Wnn-ham  si*rme<l  to 
think,  tliat  the  duties  did  not  aflord  sulflcicnt  protection 
'when  the  price  of  com  was  low,  hut  he  c<ndd  not  help  ex- 
pressing his  Hurpriitc,  that  the  honourahle  inenihcr  for  Fre»- 
ton  should  characterize  (he  nHidurt  of  (rovcminent  on  tJiis 
ipicf^oii  as  disingenuous.  Tlic  honourahle  meinbtT  had 
ndvanced  the  charge,  upon  the  ground  that  the  proposed 
resolutions  <l!d  not  afford  prod-ction  where  it  wn»  wanted, 
hut  were  it  was  not  wanted ;  namely,  when  the  price  of 
com  was  high. 

Thedutie«  when  com  was  between  68«.  and  59*.  wen?  as 
high  as  were  intendwl  fn  the  last  hill.  When  com  was 
«.  and  up  to  5D«.  the  inleudetl  duty  would  amount  to 
*.  8rf,  Did  the  honourahle  meinl>cr  imagine,  that  fo- 
reign com  Would  W  iinporte<1  suhject  to  that  duty  whi-n 
corn  was  at  58s.  ?  He  should  lx»  glad  to  know  from 
wliat  part  of  the  world  it  would  conic.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  circunistancea  which,  during  the  lost  year,  tended 
to  encourage  the  ini|iortation  (jf  foreign  corn,  yet  when 
the  price  was  at  .58*.,  tlie  duty,  under  the  hill  of  last  sewion, 
prcvenU'd,  thougli  it  did  not  altogether  exclude,  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com.  Notwithstanding  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  corn,  and  the  alarai  thud  ca-ated  in  the  niiniU  of 
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the  holders  of  foreign  corn,  when  the  duty  ^a&  28s.  Srf.j 
what  was  the  fearful  quantity  of  foreign  corn  taken  out  of] 
bond  ?  t>nly  277  quarters.  When  the  duty  was  at  305^' 
4S6  quarters;  when  at  3fi«.,  106  quarters;  when  at  S4ff*, 
101  (juarters  ;  when  at  SGs.,  SS  quarters ;  when  at  SSe-t  6\ 
quarters  wx-ru  taken  out ;  and  when  the  duty  waH  at  40«^ 
four  quarters  were  taken  out  in  one  week,  52  in  another^ 
twenty  in  another,  and  two  in  another.  Altogether  about 
a  thousand  quarters  were  taken  out  during  an  entire  quarter 
of  a  year.  A  great  portion  of  these  dribblings  was  ordered 
to  be  sold  out  by  the  foreign  merchants  even  at  a  loss;  as 
it  would  not  pay  for  the  rent  of  the  warehoufies.  It  va 
plain,  then,  that  tlic  duty  of  SSv.  Sd.,  when  corn  was  froa 
SSa.  to  59«<»  amounted  nearly  to  a  prolnbition  duty.  Last 
autumn,  indeed,  when  the  holders  of  foreign  com  became 
alarmed  by  the  fall  in  price,  about  500,000  quarters  were  , 
taken  out. 

ViGovcmment  liad,  therefore,  made  out,  from  the  experi* 
cnce  of  last  year,— from  tlie  reports  which  had  been  received 
from  foreign  countries,  and  from  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  House  of  Lords,  that,  by  tlie  imposition  of  a  duty  of 
28«r.  8d.  when  com  vms  at  58^^  there  wa«  no  risk  of  any 
quantity  of  foreign  com  being  imported  into  this  country. 
Itbhould  be  recollected,  that  the  importer  of  foreign  com 
would,  in  addition  to  that  duty,  hare  to  defray  the  price  for 
which  the  com  was  bought,  the  price  of  freight  and  warer 
housing,  and  various  otiier  clmrgta,  before  he  could  reckon 
upon  miy  profit  upon  it.  The  freest  and  most  open  com 
market  on  the  continent  was  that  of  Hotterdaa.  It'i» 
ceived  the  com  of  Germany  by  canal  navigation^  and  that 
of  the  north  of  Europe  by  itteam  navigation.  Now,  it  tiad 
been  ascertained,  from  a  comparison  of  tlie  prices  of  corn 
there  during  the  last  seven  years,  that  2Hs.  8d.  duty,  wheo 
com  here  was  at  58«.,  would  afford  au  adequate  protection 


lam.] 


UrOBTATION    IU.L. 


mi 


to  the  Britiah  corn-grower.  He  luttl  RppHciJ  thete»t  o(ex* 
perience  to  tlie  two  stdtlm,  that  of  Ust  year  and  the  preacDt 
one,  and  he  preferred  that  which  was  now  proposed.  Th* 
Kmle  under  the  prvsent  bill  was  calcuUtrd  to  afford  n  better 
pUDtactkm  to  the  ngriculturiivt.  Though  he,  an  well  at 
odwr«»  had  agreed  to  thi*  mrasiire  of  last  year,  he  i-oald  not 
tbink  it  a  lafe  one  to  eontinue,  aa  it  had  not  proved  adiv 
quate  for  the  intended  object.  t 

He  tvpcttted,  that  he  Mipportetl  the  prcncnt  biJl  becauM 
it  would  afTnrd  a  more  cfiicirnt  ]irot«"ctioti.  When  tl>c 
price  of  ctiiti  was  from  (kU.  to  Om.,  under  the  projMMt^l 
doty,  the  importation  of  forei^i  corn  would  he  cheekixl : 
when  the  price  was  MlK>ve  GTtjt.  the  ti»m  fmiu  our  eolu»Je» 
wnidd  come  in  free;  and  when  the  price*  were  hi^hiT,  the 
duties  would  operate  to  pnnent  the  imjiortatiiHi  of  on  over- 
whelmtu^  quniitity  of  foreign  corn.  An  twiKmralik*  jcmtle- 
man  oppt^ito  had  f^pokcn  in  fa^onr  of  ti  fixed  duty.  Ab- 
Uractcdly,  that  might  look  well  enough ;  but  when  tliey 
regarded  the  rirrumHtaiiccs  of  the  country  and  the  wants  of 
the  |)eople,  they  would  vc  the  iinpoudbility  of  ailojHing 
such  a  principle.  If  uliigh  iM'nnaneiU  duty  were  inipoaed, 
then,  in  periodit  of  warcity,  tlie  poor  would  bo  expoied  to 
raSenngs  and  miMTie««  the  inflirtinn  uf  which  no  duims  for 
pnoCection  on  the  part  of  (he  home  oont-grower  could  e\ct 
jmtify.  For  the  advcuitaget*,  then,  which  the  grower  foro. 
goes  when  com  is  high,  by  the  udmiaiiioD  of  foreign  gimin, 
he  reeriveii  eorapensation  by  the  inipoaition  of  a  high  rate 
of  duties  «ben  corn  is  at  a  low  pric«.  He  receives,  in  fun, 
only  tliAt  lefnuneratinn  to  which  he  k  jiMtly  entitled.  When 
legifiluting  upon  thii*  subject,  thoy  were  bound  to  look  to 
the  differvnt  and  varying  drcumstanceicnf  the  country,  and 
to  the  wanta  and  nccsessltiea  of  it)  inhabitants.  A  perma- 
nent fixed  duty  was  thore&vc  out  of  the  r|iiestian<  Thr 
pstttusplc  of  the  present  bill  wa^  the  ««inc  a^  thai  o(  the  bill 
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of  last  ytar,  anil  it  afibrdwl  a  more  cflcTtnal  jiroiwtioH  to 
the  British  coni-grower.  That  principle  )mcl  iKt-n  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Canning  last  Y<7flr;  it  was  contflin<*d  in  the 
incmorandum  of  Lord  Liverpool;  and  he  could  support  it 
from  documents  in  his  possession.  In  the  yoar  1K04,  a  duty 
of  24s.  3d.  was  imposed,  when  com  rose  to  Otfe.  per  the 
Winchester  measure.  That  was,  then,  to  tlie  grower  a» 
efloctual  a  pn)tection,  up  to  that  price,  as  the  present  duty 
would  be.  For  those  and  for  various  other  reasons  he  ] 
would  support  the  resolution  before  the  conuuitlee. 

The  committee  divided  :  For  the  resolution,  202  :  For  the  amcti^J 
ment,  £H.  H 


»','! 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE  IN  NEW  SOUTH 
WALES  AND  VAN  UIEMAN'S  LAND. 

-In  puTBaaucc  of  the  notice  which  he  had  given, 

Mr.  HiTSKissoN  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU 
"  to  provitlc  for  the  Administration  of  Justice  in  New 
South  Wales  and  Van  ]>ieman's  Land,  and  for  the  more 
effectual  govcriunenl  thereof."  Owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  he  would  not,  he  said,  then  enter  into  the  expla- 
hatioa  which  he  liad  intended  to  offer,  but  would  make 
that  explanation  when  the  details  of  the  measure  should  he 
before  the  House.  The  House  was  nware  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  those  important  colonies  were  now 
reflated  by  an  act  which  would  expire  in  18S9;  the 
object  of  tlie  hill  which  lie  was  about  to  move  for  leave  to 
introduce,  was  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  certain 
powers  contained  in  the  existing  act,  and  also  to  proWde  for 
future  alterations  in  the  mode  of  administering  justice. 
From  the  peculiar  situation   in  which  the  population  of 
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those  co1onii»  was  plactxU  alxiiit  two-thinU  of  tho  itiYimln* 
tant»  liaviiijB;  forfcilcii  tlieir  civil  righu,  it  wiu  diflicuU  U? 
havt!  the  Uiw  otLuiniitteivcI  in  (be  manner  which  pni\'«iled 
in  tU'\»  cuuniry,  by  int«nfl  of  grand  and  (K'tty  juries.  It 
had  been  found  nccossarv,  thtTeforts  to  suspend  tlic  nj^U'in 
pursued  in  this  country,  an<l  pnividc  a  jury  more  jkcu- 
liarly  fitted  to  the  nature  uf  the  |io(>ulatiou.  Tht»  suHpctu 
tton  of  the  KTif(li:ih  sy«leiii  he  pnt^ioiiod  to  continue  in  the 
new  bill,  but  he  iutended  to  make  pruvibiuns  that  would 
gradually,  if  circumsUncea  should  permit  it,  assimilate  Uic 
administration  of  justice  in  thcw  colonies  to  tliat  of  Kng. 
land.  Tliev  were  iwt  at  present  in  n  situation  to  lulinit  of  nv 
ccinng  a  legislative  assieinbly ;  Imt  on  the  plan  pursued 
with  reH^HHTt  to  Canada,  before  it  hail  a  legislative  luweinblv, 
he  proposed  that  they  fihould  liave  u  legislative  council, 
oompoaed  of  twelve  or  fifteen  niemlicrs.  with  |>ower  to  sug- 
gest amendments  in  the  nd ministration  of  affairs,  which 
sliould  be  regularly  trontimitted  to  this  country  for  n)»pn>- 
vaL  These  nieasures  would,  he  hop«l,  prt-jwire  tlic  way 
for  the  introduction  of  a  system  founded  on  inAtitutions 
similar  to  those  of  the  |>eople,  from  wtuim  the  inhabitants 
fiprung. 

I^MVV  was  pvcTi  to  liniiic  m  Iho  Bill.  It  newt  accortUnpIy  lirouf^l 
ia,  anil,  uiilbv  Ibtb,  ujiun  tti(*ecniii|  rovdintc,  StrJanic*  Mackiuioali 
oUKm**!^  that  it  diil  m^iproviiU  for  trial  ttjr  jurv,  fnid  (hyt  du  mcq* 
lioO  WM  maJn  in  tlio  lawn  rclalinjj;  to  iu^lvcncy  or  tKiuWrupU-v. 

'  Mr.  l^Icsvissowsaid,  that  the  regulations  with  rcRiK-ct  t<» 
l)aiikru|>tey  and  insolvency  were  otnjtlitl  in  the  bill«  liei-auM.* 
lie  thought  the  n>lonial  legi^laturr  Iwtter  calculated  U> 
r^^ulate  thono  auhjeets  ihoii  tlie  Ilou-ncof  rtmuiHtttii  ixiuld 
be.  Hi«  gr^-at  object,  throughout  the  bill,  had  been  Ui 
meddle  as  little  with  details  as  po^»ible  ;  which  he  was  Mirc 
were  always  UKU'h  belter  omiiiged  iipifii  tlic  N|<ot.  Ah  Ut 
the  trial  by  jury,  the  truth  wa:s  ihut  ilic  hynti-in  lioU  bein 
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tried  in  quarter  sessions,  anil,  from  the  peculiar  state  of 
society  in  that  country,  found  altogether  inapj>licable.  The 
time  was  not  y?t  cooie  in  which  the  macliinery  of  that 
vahiahle  institution  could  be  extended  to  New  South  Wales 
uith  effect ;  and  to  attempt  to  introduce  it  would  only  be 
to  destroy  an  existing  system  wliich  was  suited  to  circum- 
stances, and  practically  worked  well  already.  No  man 
could  be  better  inclined  than  he  was  to  give  tlie  colony  the 
advantage  of  every  institution  which  the  mother-country 
poetiessed ;  but  by  attemptiug  to  go  too  fast  at  first,  the 
progress  of  the  good  work  would  be  retarded. 


EMIGRATION  BILL. 

Apni  17. 

Mr.  Wllmnt  HoHon  tno\-«d  fnr  Icavp  to  bring;  in  a  Bill,  *'  to  enable 
porishn   in   Eng-Und,  nnder    giren  n>trn1ation]<,  and  for   a   limited 
jX'riud,  tu  morti^ogc  tht'ir  poor  ralvs  for  the    purpow  of  a^Kintiog, 
vo!unt«r)'  Kmigralion."      After  tlie  measure  had  heon  opjuwed  hf.  j 
Mr.  Warburton  and  Mr.  Alderm&n  Waithman, 

Mr.  Secretary  Hiskisson  said,  he  should  not  have 
risen  but  for  the  api>eal  tvliich  had  been  urnde  to  him  by 
the  right  honourable  mover.  He  did  not  feel  it  necessary 
to  discuss  the  state  of  the  pauper  population  of  England  ami 
Ireland,  or  to  advert  to  the  general  principles  of  llie  emi- 
gration couiroittee,  because  his  right  honourable  friend  had 
intimated  his  intention  of  proposing  a  grant  of  public  money 
to  give  effect  to  those  principles.  His  right  honourable  I 
friend  had  assumed,  t!iat  there  was  a  redundant  population 
which  it  was  deftirable  to  remove.  But  this  general  pro- 
position muse  be  looked  at  with  reference  to  the  circutn- 
stanoes  of  the  country;  for  what  might  l>e  %'ery  properly 
■]>plicable  at  one  pcri<Hl,  was  often  wholly  inapplicable  at 
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Mkidier.  For  instance,  at  odc  period  of  the  Ubourn  of  the 
•migration  committee,  ihtj  were  wi  tin)iiVJiM.*<l  Miih  the 
or^nCT  of  a  public  fund,  that  they  liad  nuuie  applieatiun 
for  a  CLTtain  ^im  for  tlw  immediate  removal  of  patipeni  in 
certain  parts  of  England  and  ScotlamJ-  Whereas  now,  all 
tfaoae  peranos  were  employed,  and  no  application  lud  been 
nmde  fyt  att^stwice  to  enable  thnii  to  emigrate.  Thus  the 
n^oeaiity  of  emifn^tiun  alwavA  boiv  a  relation  tn  time*  and 
placea,  and  tD  the  purpose  for  which  it  vas  pro|M»ed  to  be 
earned  into  cfiect ;  in  the  same  wny  (hataredundjint  |>opu. 
lation  bore  a  proportion  to  tlio  meana  of  giving  it  employ- 
ment. There  was  no  |>art  of  Kuropo,  that  wa^i  Kettlcd 
and  quiet,  in  which  the  population  v,a»  imL  increasing  in 
the  same  rapid  ratio  as  in  this  country ;  and  when  we  com- 
plttBcd  of  the  iitorcado  of  populatiun,  it  should  be  n-coU 
lected,  tliat  the  nund>er  of  jiatipers  de|)endent  on  alms  in 
the  Netlierloiids  was  greutcr  than  it  ua.s  in  tiiis  country. 
In  other  parta  of  the  continent  there  wa»  tlie  tame  redun- 
dancy and  the  same  difficulties.  IK*  hati  been  asked  by  his 
right  honourable  friend,  whether  he  thotiglit  it  would  not 
be  a  betu-'ficial  use  of  the  public  niuney*  to  apfiropriate  it 
to  the  emigration  of  a  [)(>rti<m  of  our  pauper  jMipulatiou  to 
(^  colooies  ?  Before  he  could  ^ve  a  dmMve  answer  (o  such 
aqnCftioni  he  shoidd  wisli  to  l)e  as'«ured  thul  the  tiftta  on 
which  hifl  rigtit  honourable  friend  had  grounded  the  aHsuntp- 
tion  of  benelit  were  clear  and  undoiibtefi.  HeApprehendeti, 
however,  that  fame  of  his  ground*  would  fjiil  hini.  If  a  plan 
of  emigration  were  carried  extentiively  into  eifei-t,  might  there 
not  be  reason  to  apprehend,  that  an  extensive  emigration 
to  the  oolonieit,  by  causing  a  glut  of  population  (here,  and 
creating  a  protluction  iH'yond  any  demand  the  einigrunta 
ootdd  ol>ta)n  for  it  in  tikeir  interchange  with  other  countries 
might  Wod  tu  an  e<]ual  degree  of  stiflering  with  that  from 
which  it  waa  Mtight  to  relievo  them  by  sending  them  out  'f 
If  the  advantages  {H^iiiUHl  out  l.i\  his  right  honourable  IVietid 
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coiikl  be  ohtainwl,  he  wonUl  not  sny  that  money  ap])licd  to 
the  pmmotiou  of  emigration  would  not  be  well  laid  out. 
But, us  his  right  honourable  friend  intended  to  bring  forward 
n  f>ro|wsilion  to  that  eftt'ct,  he  wonld  jx>stpone  what  he  had 
to  say  on  that  subject  until  it  came  regularly  before  the 
House.  The  bill,  he  a<lmitted,  was  entitled  to  the  utmost 
consideration  ;  and  what  he  approved  of  highly  in  it  was, 
that  it  was  a  jK'rmissive  and  not  an  obligatory  measure,  and 
that  there  were  guards  and  checks  to  prevent  any  very 
rapid  or  perilous  trial  of  the  ex}>eriment.  He  would  prtv 
mise  to  bestow  tlic  most  attentive  consideration  \i\Myn  it, 
and  whether  tlie  ]»lnn  of  his  right  honourable  friend  were 
adopted  or  not,  the  utmost  praise  was  due  to  him  for  the 
ability  and  perseverance  with  which,  amidst  the  pressure  of 
official  duties,  he  Iiad  devoted  himself  to  the  benevolent 
object  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  pauj)er  pnpii] 
lion  of  the  country. 

Leave  was  f^'tvcn  to  liring  in  a  bill. 


CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  OF  CANADA, 

/%  2. 
In  parsuanflo  of  iho  notice,  tliut  tie  would  ihi»  ilt^'  move  I 
«ippoinUiieol  of  a  Sclcvt  Cummittec  U>  iitcfuirc  into  the  stale  of  ihc 
Cjvil  Goi'cniiucnl  of  Canftda, 

Mr.  Secretary  Huskihson  rose,  and  spoke  in  substance  an 
fbllowii  :^* 

"'''The  subject  to  which  I  am  alwut  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  on  the  present  occasion,  is  one  wliich,  however 
it  may  beiu- — and  it  chielly  dties  lu-'ar — u|»on  interests  aiul 
feelings  in  a  great  degree  removed  from  those  which  ordi- 
narily affect  ourselves,  is  nevertheless  a  matter  of  consider- 
able importance.  I^he  question  whicli  I  wish  at  this  time 
lu  induce  llie  House  to  investigate  i^,  whether  thuM.-  e.xtei 
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tfve,  Taltmbtc,  nnd  ftrtilc  ))ocs(<cuans  of  tlie  Cmwn,  ktKmii 
undvr  the  iuihl'  nf  tiiv  ('(Uidulju,  aivtir  atc  not  adininintrnxl 
imdiT  41  syMemof  ci%il  f^uvcmimmt,  wiaptcd  to  the  wantsthr 
wcll-bc-ing,  and  the  hnppine*^^  of  tu'arly  a  ntiltion  of  HHtish 
uihjittsaiHl  tothL'|M.'ruiauL'Ul  iiiaiuteiuuici*  of  lbuM:intiuuitc 
rvUUiiii:^  uf  ttlU.'j;tanco  and  protection,  which  ought  olwayii 
to  exi»t  bctvccn  tlio  culonieii  mtd  llie  iikt>lhi-r  country.  If, 
ii;-  r\t  it  fibldl  bu  foumt,  that  llic  jiri-iiLnt  KVfltcm  of 

^<>  III  iu  those  «tatcs  is  not  wull  oihiptetl  to  all  thcK* 

puqxatias  and  that  the  rcnu-dy  f(tr  the  evil  cannot  Ik*  »{>- 
(ilied  witliout  the  uutliorily  of  purUmi»ent-~it  ^iU  l»e  fur 
IKirliatuent  to  dtsil  with  the  tiuesticm,  with  a  view  to  the 
iutroductioii  of  Mich  uiiNJiiicatiuns  iinpniveiiieiitK,  and  ul- 
liTalion&  in  the  exi^itin^  syiitfin,  as  may  ap[>ear  neccMory.n 
Hut,  Sir,  tlwnij^h  anisiilerablo  evils  and  gn*at   and  ac- 
knowledged defe«;ts  niay  lie  found   to  exist  in  the  pri'sent 
fty«teni,  and  some  ovcntights  may  lie  discoveivd  in  ita  ail- 
minutratitjn,  it  hy  no  means  follows  tttat  any  particidar 
inditidoal  i»  resjxjnsible,  or  can  be  j»i*tly  accused  of  occo- 
sioning  those  iinf»erfi-ctions.      Sir,  the  constitution  under 
which  the  CaiuuUsarv  now  governed,  waadeviwHi  and  in- 
troduced liy  some  (»f  the  greatest  Atutesiiien   that  ever  a|  - 
prarrd  within  ibex  walU      But   when  we  contiidcr  how 
little  the  country  in  i|uestit}n  was  then  known,  anfl  tn  what 
a  limited  extent  its  reaoiirces  and  interests  were  understcxxl, 
it  will  not  H]}))eftr  matter  of  ahtonisbment,  that  in  a  country 
like  Canada,  imperfectly  known,  and  st)  thinly  j)copletl  oa 
it  wa$  when  tlic  present  form  of  civil  government  was  csta- 
bliMhedi  the  nystein  devised  for  its  g»)vemment  should  have 
btx-n  found  extremely  defective.     Neither  will  it  appear 
imoccoun table,  lluit,  in   the  dctaiU  of  this  system,  there 
should  l)c  many  difficulliett  whicti  r^tiuire  to  be  reniuvctU 
muny  iiiiiK-rfecliuu-%  wliich   require  a  remedy,   many  omis* 
sions  wliich  it  is  now  our  duty  to  supply. 

In  the  great  and  leading  principle  of  the  pr(-?«i-nl  sytdem 
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— the  strict  maintenance,  on  the  one  hand,  of  ^i^oocl  faith 
tuwartiu  the  descendants  of  the  native  French   population 
in  Lower  Canada,  and  on  the  other,  of  extending  tu  that' 
province,  as  far  as  coni^istcnt  vrirh  nur  engagements  towards 
t!»en>,  all  the  a«ivantaj£^H   of  Hritish  institutions  and   Hri- 
tish  law^—there  can,   I  think,  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
in  this  House.     Neither,  fortunately,  can  thure  be  any  aa^- 
to  the  right  of  this  Uonae  to  examine  fuUy  into  tlie  meritr 
or  defects  of  the  present  constitution  of  Canada,  as  esta> 
blished  by  tin;  act  which  first  granted  that  ixHistitution— ' 
and  tu   reviHe  it    in   such  manner,  as  to  u^  may  appeaTll 
proper.     I  mean  the  celebrated  Quebec  Act  of  1791.    It  iatj 
unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  abstract  or  general  argnmcsiti  i 
upon  this  point ;  becaune  not  only  does  this  right  appcarrj 
to  be  expressly  reser^etl  and  declared  by  the  very  wording; 
of  the  preamble  of  this  act;   but  if  there  could    be  any- 
doubt  on  this  point,  it  would  be  at  once  removed  by  a 
reference  to  the  declarations  made  in  this   House  at  the- 1 
tijne  when  it  was  introduced.     On  that  occasion,  Mr.  Pitt' 
expressly  provided,  that  nothing  which  it  contained  should^' 
be  held  as  not  liable  to  such  further  alterations  and  amend- 
ments as  circumstances  might,  from  time  to  time,  appear  un 
require.     It  carries  the  principle  of  modification  or  repealt* 
evea  to  the  reserved  lands,  allotted  for  the  use  and  mainte^ 
nance  of  the  Kstablished  Church  in  Canada.     It  is,  there- 
fore, clearly  apparent,  that  we  are,  at  present,  quite  as  much' 
at  liberty   to  consider  the   act    of    1791,  with    reference 
to  the  amendment  of  any  imperfection  or  defect  contained  in 
it,  as  we  arc  at  liberty  to  consider,  in  a  similar  maimer,  any:, 
other  act  of  the  legislature.    I  own  that  I  cannot  but  think^ 
it  very  fortunate,  that  no  doubt  can  exist  upon  this  point 
I  am  glad  tliat  the  supreme  power  of  tlie  British  Parlia* 
ment  to  deal  with  defects  or  diflicuUies  of  this  nature,  and 
to  reform  the  previovis  act  of  the  Legislature,  in  regard  U> 
tha  government  of  our  Canadian  territoriea,  cannot  be  dta- 
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puted.     I  am  the  nUhcr  dUpOM«rl  in  rejoin*  at  ehu  <-ireum.' 

because,  »taiidti»g  aloof,  an  we  <lrt,  from  thr  \mTty 
ami  local  j«ulousie8  of  the  Canadiana,  our  decbaun 
wiU  be  tlie  more  respected ;  8r»t,  an  cominf^  fnmi  a  hiji^hl 
and  competent  authority,  and  next,  on  aiaMtnt  of  our 
■fffi»ft»*  irojiartiality.  On  Ixilh  thusi-  ground*  I  ain  xutts- 
6cd  that  the  iinal  det^rmiiiatiun  of  ParliaArnt,  with  regard 
to  the  civil  govemmi-nt  of  the  Cnnadjm,  will  l>e  chwrfully 
roeeivcdf  and  readily  acquiesced  in.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject  I  confeHS  I  feel  aangitioe  a*  to  the  rosult  of  our  in^ 
Htfeivucg.  I  conitider  it  calculated  to  alloy  the  aninioeiitte* 
of  the  Cooadians,  And.  if  wiftelv  conducted,  well  tidfipted  to 
place  the  aystein  of  government  in  our  North  American 
toritories  on  a  satisfactory  nnd  permanent  fiMiting;  thus 
conducting  at  once  To  the  manifest  benefit  of  the  colonieC| 
and  to  the  interestiiof  the  mother  coimtry. 

Now,  Sir,  I  will  nm  fati^e  the  House  with  anv  lt>ng 
dfftail  of  the  constitutional  luid  le^  hiRtor^'  of  Canmla, 
since  it  was  Hrst  ceded  to  his  Majesty's  Guvertiuient  by  the 
peace  of  176;J.  But  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  short  rr%-iew 
of  the  principal  measures  which  have  nnce  lioen  adopted 
b^  tba  Crawn  and  hy  Parliament,  for  the  gmcmment  and 
settloment  of  these  pruiincpK.  By  the  treatv  of  i'nri»  in 
1768,  Canada  waa  ceded  to  the  British  Crown,  wiihout 
any  stipulation  or  obligation  whuti-vt-r  with  rcspet-l  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  G<ivemiuent  wnn  to  be  odmtniw 
tered.  So  far  from  tliere  liein;;  any  condition  or  qualifi. 
cation  connected  with  the  surrender  of  these  pro^-inees, 
they  were  yielded  up  to  England  by  France  in  full 
soveroi^ly  and  complete  potwewsioti,  ns  in  the  cnse  of  a 
new  conqucfil,  Perhaps  it  may  be  iiecewuu'y  to  state, 
that  the  countr)*  was  settled  by  the  French  about  the  year 
1660,  when  the  first  French  governor  was  apiwinlcd.  At 
that  time  the  population  was  principally,  if  not  wholly, 
cnafined  to  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  I^wrence,  and  the 
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two  towns  then  built,  namely  Montreal  and  Quc1k*c;  ajid , 
nt  the  ptrioil  of  the  conquest  lla-  Kivnch  selllers  dk\  not, 
exceed  ftixty-Hve  tfaou»ancl.     This  wa»  the  utinoiitejiteDLuC, 
the  colony  at  this  ejioch  of  its  history.     Ttut  thoiigli  thtf'. 
|)0|>ulntioii  woR  so  very  limited,  and  although  it  was  plaixHi^ 
under  circunistancen,  and  with  wants   and   niH;essiLii.'A,  so,] 
different  from  what  it  coutd  possibly  have  ex|>eriena]d  ii^^ 
the  mother  country,  it  wa*  nevcrtlieless  thitught  wise  aitdi 
just  by  the  I'ruuch  governmeut,  to  graft  on  so  extremely,  j 
limited  &  stock,  the  whole  of  the  feudal  system  of  Franuvi 
as  it  existerl  in  all  its  <Klioiis  deformities,  about  the  middle  (^ 
of  the  se\enteenth  century.     We  may  iipj)ly  to  this  con.^, 
duct  what  bus    Ijeen    said   of   those   wliu    built   uouutryi,, 
seats  almut  the  same   period — that  they  adopted   all  tbc^ 
faults  tmd  aiicrifices  of  comfort  obser\'able   at  VcrsaiUes^j 
whilst  they  still  wanted  its  grandeur.     Such  was  the  states 
Canada  under    tlie  French  regime.      The  feudal  systemi^ 
flourished    in   all    its  vigour  among   a  small  populatioa,jj 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  desert.     The  mother  country  grafted 
ti]xm  the  other  institutions  of  her  colony  a  law  of  suc-.j 
cession — not  the  general  French  law  of  sLiccos.*don,  whicl\^ 
was  that  of  primogeniture,  but  a  system  denominated  "  the 
C'ustom  of  I'ariB."     So  that,  cjonnecting  the  effects  of  thifta 
law  of  succession  witli  the  influence  of  the  feudal  system  it 
Canada,  while  under  the  dominion  of  the  Frencli,  the  000?^^^ 
sequences  to  the  colony  were  ax^y  thing  ratlier  than  bcno- 
iicial.     The  lords  iHiramouot  held  dijcctly  under  the  C'rovi^  ^ 
and  granted  certain  portions  of  lands  to  their  vaaaft|s>,; 
These  seignories  (according  to  the  la*   of  succession  to 
which  I  have  alluded)  were  not  capable  of  severance ;  but 
have  been  divided  and  suUUvided,  ever  since  the  pcricid 
of  their  first  institution,  lxx.*ausc  the  holder  of  the  land 
oweil  suit  and  service  to  the  lord  paramount.     Now,  how-*^ 
ever,   they   are    subdividetl  into   sliares   so  minute    as  Uf^ 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  udministcr  the 
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cxiiting  •yalefn  of  civil  law  ;  at  the  name  time  ihnt  thr 
ciremurtaacr  i«  erfually  disiidv-aiitiiigeous  Ui  tliu  intrrc^tb  W 
jjwwispPiTBnny,  orcUimhag  topoaww,  property  in  theni. 
Such  u  the  nAturol  nMu«t|ucnco  and  effect  of  the  com- 
ptittgj  stsie  of  ttiuiros  in  the  Canmloft.  It  w«t  no  Inn^i^T 
■1^  ttlMI  thi*  mom'tn^  that  I  miw  in  a  (Timada  paficr  an 
adveniaemeni  of  ttie  sale  nf  a  one-Oiirtei-nth  of  a  humlnnlth 
part  of  a  k)rd«iiip.  Sonie  uf  the  uotice*»  of  sale  in  llime 
colonir*!  air  extremely  curious,  and  eonipn'hoiiH  frottinuAl 
parts  tit  fraction*  of  estates,  of  n  noture  to  pu/zle  Mr. 
Pinlayiton  himself,  with  all  his  skill  in  fif^urea.  We  read 
constantly  of  the  lliinl  of  a  wveiiUi,  and  ihr  hnlf  of  a  ni\th 
of  akiffHhip  to  be  di!tfiOM<l  of  I  rvrolUrt  a  notice  nf  the 
•ale  of  a  forty-fourth  of  a  fourth  of  a  tenth  of  a  sixth  !^lurc 
of  m  catate;  another,  of  an  eleventh  of  a  fourth  of  a  fifth 
of  a  «xth;  and  another  of  a  forty-fourth  of  a  Hfth  of  a 
ffhcth.  I'mler  ihi*  curious  and  rather  piutzliii;;  niate  of 
die  tmr,  by  which  seignorie*  are  dii-idetl  into  Mich  tm^" 
practicahU  shares  it  i**  nliniMt  iinpoaail^U*  for  any  iDdi\t(hiflt 
Itf  tell  to  whom  it  is  that  Iil'  owl'a  suit  and  MTvice.  Vet  11 
grmt  many  duties  are  impnMHJ  under  the  feuilal  Ryfltcntf 
autne  uf  tliem  to  1>h  |uud  in  kiiul,  nod  iKime  in  mocury.  For 
titHtanee,  there  are  Hneft,  annual  dutic*  im  n\\  alieu.'itimis  nf 
propertTfAod  various  rightu  and  duties  of  a  ino^t  vexaliouii 
and  hanMamg  nature. 

fiiff  very  shortly  aAiT  the  treaty,  by  which,  in  1763, 
CmuNia  was  oedi'd  tit  the  ('n>wn,  the  Kinf^  of  Knfrland 
isaacd  a  proclamntion,  inritini;  sueh  of  his  ituhjcclji  a« 
vere  ao  disposed  to  settle  in  t)ie  newly-act|uired  territory; 
declaring  the  royal  intention  nhortly  to  confer  a  I^pislative 
4^imibly  on  the  colony,  and  informing  thi*m,  thai  all 
pMcbons  wttling  in  the  country  should  furthwiih  eojuy  Uie 
benefit  and  pmtection  derivable  from  Hritish  laws  ami 
cDurta  uf  judicature.     Tnlil  the  year  1T7*,  Uritiali  law* 
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were,  as  far  as  possible,  iutroduced  hikI  carried  into  effect 
in  the  colony.  British  courts  of  justice  were  e&tablished, 
with  proper  judges  to  administer  the  law,  and  the  whc^e 
system  uf  BritiKh  jutUciituiv  was  set  on  ftX)t,  according  to 
the  terms  of  his  Majesty^s  proclamation.  The  other  {>art 
of  the  proclamation,  however,  containing;  an  assurance 
relative  to  the  apfioiutment  oi'  a  Legishitive  Assembly,  was 
not  carried  into  etFect.  In  1774,  from  the  situation  in 
which  other  provinces  of  America,  then  belonging  to  the 
Crown,  were  placed,  it  was  not  thought  expedient,  by  tlic 
government  of  the  day,  to  grant  a  Legislative  Asttcinbly  to 
Canmla.  It  appeared,  aliout  this  time,  that  the  CanadiauR 
were  greatly  attachefi  to  theiroriginal  system  of  legislation, 
and  not  well  satisfied  witli  that  more  recently  introduced 
amongst  them.  Accordingly,  it  being  thought  desirable  to 
conciliate  the  loyalty,  affection,  and  good-will^  of  our 
CanatUan  subjects  at  that  juncture,  in  1774  it  was,  for  the 
first  time,  mentioned  in  Parliament,  that  it  would  be  d^ 
sirable  to  pass  an  act  of  the  legislature,  not  for  the  purpoec 
of  making  good  tlie  assurance  of  1763,  but  to  recall  all  the 
pledges  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  gysteni  of  Briti±»h 
jurisprudence,  and  the  establishment  of  Briti^  courts  of 
justice.  A  bill  was  accordingly  brouglu  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  tJie  purpose  of  efJ'ccling  this  object.  The 
preamble  of  the  act  was  suggested  by,  and  drawn  up  iu 
compliance  with,  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  Canadians^ 
and  went  u|K}n  the  principle,  that  the  French  lawjs,  to 
which  tiiey  had  been  long  accustomed,  were  well  adapted 
to  their  situation  and  circumst^mces.  The  bill  itself  recalU 
all  the  declarations  contained  in  the  proclamation  of  1763  ; 
and  re-establishes  the  French  laws  and  customs  as  they 
regard  property,  and  the  system  of  civil  law,  inducting  the 
Custom  of  Paris.  However,  the  same  act  makes  (HroviAJons 
for  retaining  the  administration   of  the  criminal    law  of 
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Knglnnd  in  Canntla  ;  wliioli,  fiwii  1774,  was  to  \v  pivcmoil 
l>y  the  civil  Uw  of  France,  and  iho  criiniiuil  code  of 
Enf^lond. 

Between  the  yenrtt  ITO**}  nnd  1774,  the  Crown  hod  pro- 
cceded  Co  make  granlfi  nT  hind  in  Canudu,  uith  a  vtrw  to 
th«  Bpttk-nient  of  the  ci)luuy,  hy  an  udditiunol  nuinlKT  of 
new  inhabitants.    In  all  |rrant«  nut  of  imnipdiatc  lordshipa, 
the  Unds  were    held    under    tennrea  of  ftvc  or  cominun 
anccage,    as    contradi!>iin^ui<thpd    front    aeigiiories.       The 
hulden  were  pliu-eti  under  the  inHucnce  of  an  unintellifrible 
9y*tnn  of  law.     One  estate  was  held  by  common  aoecjigr, 
Another  by  a  different  tenure.    With  respect  to  civil  righlJS 
as  I  have  alniKty  said,  the  Frrneh  luw  and  administration 
wu  esrtablUliet) ;  but  the  Kngliah  ftyatem  of  jurisprudence 
prevailed  in  criminal   mattern.     In  the  ^me  year,  1T74| 
atiother  ini[iurtant  act,  and  one  well  ealcidntitl  to  conciliate 
the  favourable  feeling*  and  loyalty  of  the  Canadians  towards 
the  Crown,  received  the  f«m;tion  of  tlie  Icgislatuw.     By 
thi*  act,  it  wa»  provided,  that  all  ousConiaand  dutiea^ood 
thev  were  numerous  onerous  and  oppressive),  heretofore 
impoKti  on  the  colonicta  by  France,  and  iVom  the  date  of 
the  coiiqur«C  to  that  yeor   payable   to  England,  should 
thenc^orth  and  for  ever  ceiise  and  delcmiine-      In  lieu  of 
these  inipoKtii,  the  iict  ap|M>inted  oUut  duties  of  a  mon* 
easy  and  eqidtable  nature :  the  produce  of  which  waa  to 
be  appropriated*    not    to   the    advantage  of    tlie   mother 
njiintry,  but  to  defray  the  esfx-nses  neceswarily  attendant 
on  the  administration  of  ei\il  justice,  and  tlie  niaJnteimnce 
of  the  local  gnvemuient  of  Canada.  ' 

In  the  memornlde  year  1774,  betudeti  tliefte  two  boons 
to  the  CanadiuuH — the  reAtoration  of  the  xystem  of  civil 
law,  of  which  they  approved  and   under  which  the)*   liad 

■  l>efore  Hved,    and  the  alwlition  of  the   French    duties — 

■  another  wt»  conferred.     Thi»  confdste<l  in  the  recognition. 
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by  this  country,  of  tlio  cstablishwi  religion,  and  in  ft 
provision  being  u)aU<;  for  its  maintenance  an<l  sup]M>rt; 
— tL  boon  which  I  sincerely  trust  may  never  l)e  witH- 
(irawn.  I  have  spoken  of  these  measures  adopted  by 
England,  ns  boons  to  the  Canadians ;  for  sueli  tliey 
were  certainly  considurfd  by  them  nt  the  time,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  subs«iuent  effects  of  one  of 
them :  suiiice  it  to  say,  they  were  afforded  iu  a  &])irit  of 
conciliation,  and  acceptc<l  with  feelings  of  gratituile  and 
satiafaction.  Of  the  recognition  and  establishment  of  the 
prevailing  religion  in  Canada,  in  177*,  I  have  already 
spoken  in  terms  of  approlxition,  antl  liave  only  to  re|»eat 
my  hojie,  tliai  thu  gift  may  never  be  disturbed.  No  doubt, 
ii;  was  thankfuUy  received,  and  is  gratefully  rememlK'retl. 
The  restoration  of  the  system  of  French  law,  and  ad- 
ministration in  civil  cases,  was,  in  all  probability,  quite 
OS  much  prized  at  the  time  by  the  parties,  as  the  provision 
mnde  for  recognising  their  relij^uus  faith.  I  am  satisfied, 
however,  that  if  not  then  restored  and  re-establisheil,  the 
laws  in  question  (which  are  unfriendly  to  commerce,  and 
repugnant  to  enlightened  principles  of  unrestricted  dealing) 
would  so(m  have  disappearetl  under  the  influence  of  Britisli 
enterprise;.  But,  passing  by  thi-^  topic  for  the  present,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  the  abolition  of  the  French 
duties,  and  the  itn}K)sition  of  other  and  less  burdiensoDK' 
taxes,  the  pix>ceeds  of  which  were  applied  to  the  supp(»rl 
of  the  Colonial  Govcnmieut  mid  institutions  was  a  comsi- 
dcrable  beneiit  to  the  Canadians. 

In  1778,  a  law  was  paasetl  in  this  country,  which,  aU 
tliough  not  immediately iK-aring  ujK)ii,ur  having  reference  to, 
Canada,  was  yet  of  considerable  tm}Hirtance,as  well  to  that 
aa  to  our  other  colonies.  I  alhidc  to  the  DeclarHtory  act, 
by  which  this  country-  relinquishe<l  all  future  right  to  tax 
its  colonies:  granting  them  the  power  to  ini|)o«e  dutin 
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lhemaplT«^  which  duties  were  to  1>e  appHixt  to  the  supprtrt 
of  ihrir  nnn  iiKtitutions  and  establish  men  t&,  and  wi>re  nut 
to  form  part  of  the  rcTmue  of  (Jrrat  Hritnin.  At  this 
time  there  existed,  perhaps  n  tlotiht,  as  U»  whether  the  act 
}ip])tie<l  toCnnitda.  St>nK>  ihuiight  that  the  bill  was  unly 
ineont  to  apply  to  our  euloiiics  in  the  Wej^t- Indies,  and  to 
those  places  in  America  that  retained  their  a]lc|7ianee  to 
Kngland,  and  ha<t  legislative assenihlies  iif  their  own,  which 
irere  hereby  authori«.Hl  to  tax  themtjclves.  Hut,  h<iwe^'cr 
liie  fotrt  might  be,  in  tJiis  state  Canada  remained  until  the 
year  1791,  when  it  wait  thought  necessary  by  Mr.  Pitt  to 
introduce  hi«  bill,  since  known  by  the  apjx'llatiim  of  the 
"Quebec  Act."  1'his  law  attractetl  niore  m>tice  at  the 
lime  of  its  enactment,  principally  on  account  oi  tlie  thesi 
I  i|Pie  of  parties  in  the  Houw  of  Commons  than  it  raightf 
iti  all  probability,  have  othcrwiac  done,  by  rea?<on  of  ita 
intriniQC  intere«t  or  importance.  Mr.  Pitt  thought  it  no 
more  than  what  was  due  to  the  gn>wing  imj»orlance  and 
wealth  of  Canada,  to  give  that  colony  a  popidar  re])ii^ 
■cntation.  liv  one  of  the  provisions  of  thin  act,  the  right 
and  control  over  all  impasts  wns  ve«>te4l  in  an  aitsenibly.  tn 
be  w  constituted.  We  should  l»ear  this  cimirastance  in 
mind,  because  what  now  exists  has  refcR'ncc  to  this  act, 
Ily  the  art  of  1 774,  the  system  of  civil  law  of  the  ci>h>ny 
wtts  established,  and  provisions  were  injule  fur  the  support 
of  its  government,  by  means  of  moderate  duticfl  then  inv* 
posed.  Under  the  act  of  ITJll,  all  duties  were  to  he  im- 
pTMcd  and  appropriated  ab  the  colonial  legitilature  should 
detmnine.  Another  object  of  the  act  was,  to  divide  the 
ay  into  two  separate  provinces — U|iper  and  Lower 
ftwadn, — giving  to  cu-h  a  seimrate  legislature.  It  was 
C0Clsidere<l  de*iirable  to  encourage  hfyalistb  and  disbanded 
^dieni  to  become  st-ttlers  in  lTp|»cr  Canada,  where  there 
Were  no  French  oetllLrt*,  ami  where  no  feudal  system   was 
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in  operation.  The  act  pro%*idod,  that  in  the  province  of 
Lower  Cana<la,  the  legislative  assicmbly  should  consist  of  not 
less  than  fifty  members,  while  in  Upper  Canada  (then  about 
to  be  settled)  the  population  being  more  scanty,  the 
mii'uniuni  of  members  of  assembly  was  fixed  at  fifteen.  In 
Upjjcr  Canada  the  assembly  was  to  be  increased,  as  the 
province  should  become  more  thickly  peopled.  These  de- 
tails were  left  to  those  who  administered  the  government  in 
the  colony.  The  gallant  officer  who  administered  the 
government  of  Canada  in  1792,  divided  the  lower  province 
into  eighteen  counties,  each  sending  two  members  to  the 
assembly:  three  counties  seniling  each  one  represcntatire ; 
two  cities  privileged  to  elect  four  members;  one  town  sending 
two  members,  and  one  electing  one  representative  ;  maVing 
a  total  of  fifty.  What  I  complain  of  is,  that  the  representa- 
tion was  not  equally  distributed.  It  was  a  great  error  to  take 
the  density  of  population  many  years  ago,  and  apply  it,  as 
a  permanent  stimdard,  to  the  number  of  representati\ies  to 
be  chosen  for  particular  places  and  deportments.  The 
effect  of  this  erroneous  principle  has  necessarily  l>een,  to 
throw  the  chief  power  of  representation  into  tlie  hands  of 
the  seignories.  The  same  defect  exists  in  I'pper  as  in  l^ower 
Canada.  The  English  settlers  are  excluded  from  a  fair 
participation  in  what  ouglit  to  be  a  po])ular  representation, 
and  the  power  of  election  is  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the 
descendants  of  the  French. 

Sir,  I  state  these  com]>Iaiuts  with  the  more  conHdence^ 
because,  in  all  parts  of  Canada,  it  is  agieed  that  the  prevent 
sytem  works  so  ill  as  to  stand  in  need  of  alteration.  Under 
the  present  practice,  the  Englisij  settler  is  exposed  to  great 
ineonveiiience,  and  suflci-s  an  exclusion  from  advantages,  of 
which  it  is  only  just  that  he  should  enjoy  a  nauvnoble 
share.  I  allude  now  to  the  condition  of  our  countrymen  in 
Lower  Canada  ;  hut,  in  (hting  «»,  I  do  not  desiru  to  maUc  it 
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T«  BMtter  of  charf^  against  those  who  rf|n-t<)ent  die  French 
'Mgnories,  that  they  act  att  they  do.     It  is  the  »ystcin,  uiti 
'•otthe  individuals  that   retjuirc*  rorommtion.     There  is 
no  posnbilityof  nuing  vr  beinj;  8u«d,  exocpt  in  the  French 
coiirtft,  and  according  to  the  French  form  and  practice — no 
mode  of  trannacting  cominercio)  bu!*ines»,  except  uiuler  the 
Fnmth  customs,  nowr  ol>solete  in  France  it^df.     In  Lower 
Tanads,  they  go  uptm  tlie  law  and  systeui  of  feudal  tenure, 
And  tile  law  in  more  iiK-apable  of  ever  being  iinpnived  or  mo- 
ddJHed  by  the  progress  of  inforrnation  and  knowledge,  than  jf 
9Jt  stHl  remained  the  system  of  France  and  tlte  miKlel  of  her 
drpcodencies.     Here  in  the  midst  of  a  wildenics,<i  fluuriitJie? 
^the  Frencii  feudal  system,  and  the  cu^tuni  of  Faris  of  cen- 
•jlttrietago.   The  re«ult  is,  that  EngliBhmeu  in  Canada  are  u 
much  like  aliens  und  settlers  in  foreign  huul,  as  an  e(|ual 
number  of  British  subjects,  who  should   have  sat  duwn  in 
the  centre  of  France  in  the  thirteenth  century- 
It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at.  Sir*  lliat  our  coun- 
trymen  have    had   U*  curoimter  C(tn?«idcrable  difBculty  in 
X^wer  Canada,  and  that  but  a  slow  progress  has  been  made 
!•  Cowards  the  settlement  of  tliat  province,  as  compared  with 
f^le  Upper.     In  fact,  the  inconvenience  of  the  existing  coii- 
^t^Ktion  of  things  cannot  Ik?  well  understood  in  this  country. 
tjn  this  colony  the  law  uf  mortgage  U  in  the  worst  wtate. 
•iVba  rcgisftration  of  deeds  is  another  point  deserN-ing  atten- 
tion ;  and  the  laws  and  usages  relating  tn  the  formation  of 
.  .roads  are  those  of  the  old  French   feudal  system.     The 
j.eMiHequence  ha^  Ik-tu,  ttiiil  in  thu'  last  fifteen  years  not  oite 
T>flDgle  road-bill  has  been  f>a5sed  by  tl)e  legislative  asM'mbly 
*t'«f  that  province.     Thus  there  is  no  opportunity  a/Torded 
'    In  the  Knglish  townships  of  communicating  with  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  exc4.>pt  by  some  of  its  tributary  streams,  on 
•icarcount  of  the  interposition  of  theseignories  between  them 
and  that  river.     In  the  aamc  manner,  another  part  of  what 
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I  collider  an  important  puhlic  duty  in  a  legislttive  assembly  ■ 
is  overlooked.     I   mean  the  education  of  the   eliiklrun  of  ^ 
the  settlers.     That  is  a  subject  never  thought  of.     Id  puiui 
of  fnrt,  the  state  of  things  is  xuch,  that  the  settlers  feel  mnr^i 
diM|x»iod   to  conne<:t  themselves  with   those  di&tricts  whid^ 
liortler  on   the  United  Stat^  where  they  can  have  their 
fvants  of  this  description  Kupplied,  and  receive  the  benefits 
of  the  administration  of  justice,    than   to   reiiiain   in  tlte, 
country  to  whicli  they  owe  aliegiauce.  i 

~^"rhese  evils,  Sir,  hare,  I  regret  to  say,  been  of  aoine 
Standing,  but  they  have  been   more  severely  lelt,  as  tbo  , 
capital  and  population  of  this  country  have  been  directed  | 
to  these  colonies,  ami  as  they  have  become  of  greater  inw  ' 
portance  to  the  interests  of  the  mother  country.     Ilanag 
become  senfiible  of  the  eWl,  the  question  now  arises  as  to , 
vrhat  retni-dy  shall  be  applied  to  it.     One   was  suggested,  \ 
and  attempted  to  be  carrietl  into  effect,  about  four  year* 
back,  by  which  the  two  legislatures  were  to  l)eincor|)orated 
into  one;  that  is  tlie  lIpiKT,  or  Kngli^h   part  of  the  pr*^. 
vince,  was  to  be  reimited  under  aae  Govertmient,  widi  the 
French  or  Lower  p.iTt  of  it.     There  were  variuus  gnHinda 
on  which  the  bill  which  my  right  honoiu-able  frieud  intro- 
duced with  that  view  were  opposed  ;  but  the  priaci|>al  one, 
I  believe,  was  the  lateness  of  the  period  of  lUt;  se^siua  at 
which  it  was  brought  forward.  That  bill,  therefore,  did  w>t 
jwisR.    Whether  the  remedy  it  proposed  is  the  best  tiiat  can 
be  imagined,  I  will  not  undertake  tu  say  ;  but  it  is  certaiuly 
Open  to  many  serious  objections.     Tliose,  however,  will  be 

? roper  stibjects  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  which 
mean  to  propose.     AiKither  remedy  that  has  lieen  sug- 
[  Rested  is  to  form  all  the  Knglish  township.'^  as  tljey  are, 
rfrr  the  sake  of  distinction,  called,  into  a  third  province. 
[To   iliat   scheme  also   the   objections   are   numerous  and 
fferious.  Indeed,  none  have  been  devised  that  are  not  subject 
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faMnny  objeedona.  It  will  b«  the  duty  uf  th«i  contiuiUrq 
m  jKiint  out  Uiat  couno  which  piVkcnts  ihc  fvwcHt,  to 
rttfluBi  the  ounflictiBf?  pvetCMMmt  of  tlw  diiTirffnl  |)artii-fi| 
ftn<l  thtu  tn  TVnuire  th(>  in^OAt  ofactocleA  to  the  iui|tfuvcnimt 
«f  this  iinpfiftant  (!otniir. 

Hilt.  Sir,  theno  mre  unL  the  only  ccNKadirration^  that  have 
}mlii«Ml  me  to  racomBieiitl  the  Huu«e  to  take  into  its 
mfiHi4i«'mtion  th<*  Mate  of  the*  irivii  ptviTnment  ul  Canndft. 
Ikidtlfft  the  obsiacle«  I  have  inenliuoe«l,  an  KiDf?  in  lliv  way 
of  the  happinesa  of  thiit  colony,  another,  of  a  nuM  fumii- 
ctahle  noitrrp,  )uu  f^wn  up  out  of  tlie  Riateuf  the  reprtucn- 
tatlve  ^yntvm,  aa  i  have  <le»cnl>e<i  iu  I  ullude  to  tht?  tlitu 
putefi  wMch  have  ariwa,  contvrninjc  llw  exteut  of  cimtitjl 
which  the  c(»loninl  legislature  should  have  over  the  public 
revwue  of  the  cokmy  and  its  1i*cai  roguUtiuns.  I  have 
alivady  slated  that,  in  1774,  all  the  taxen  tlial  hod  been 
iiiipn!*cd  under  the  French  rc^me  were  al>rogutL'd,  atid 
0tlt«f  dutieit  levied  m  their  stead,  which  were  apprupriolcd 
bv  tljeCnottTi  to  defray  the  exptAf^cft  of  the  adIlltni^^t^atiuu 
flf  jtHtiK-e,  and  of  the  civil  efftabliahiuent  of  the  coUmy. 
The  duties  thtm  levied  in  lieu  of  the  old  Fivnch  ones,  I 
wnAy  deacriln,'  tedinieally  an  the  |>ennaneiit  revenue  of  tltc 
0»wft.  It  iiiiKnint*  tit  alKiiit  .*i5.000/.  |ier  annum,  and  has 
been  Bp{>Hed  to  the  f^niqvxvs  i'or  whidi  it  wan  Appropriated 
bf  the  act  «^  1774.  Uesideft  this,  the  Crown  has  a  snudl 
Iwrhne  enlled  •*  tt>e  camolty  revenoe,"  which  consists  of 
finen,  forfeHurpd,  ami  <ither  in-eominf^  lielongiog  to  the 
CriFwn,  as  the  I-ofxl  ParanKHmt.  'Ilii*  revenue  amounts  to 
t^Mml  5,1KXV.  per  annum,  and  ift  at  the  abaoUitc  disposal  of 
the  Crown ;  btit  this  al«o  has  been  ap] in i] mated  to  the  civil 
■M<it<a  of  the  conntry.  The  remaining  revenue  of  the 
rtlMfy  Hwui  from  taxes  impoivd  since  1 791,  by  tlic  ool(»- 
*ia?  te^Mlaturv.  Part  of  this  re%vnue  the  Aimembly  liaa 
[ipprapriateil  !(|wcilically  to  dischargee  the  expenses  of  Htt 


nVlL    GOVKRVMENT    OV    CAX.VDA. 


[May 


own  Hittingis  aiitl  part  to  tlie  improvement  of  tlie  naviga- 
tion  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The  remainder  has  been 
appropriated  by  the  legislature  to  the  dittcrent  expenses  of 
the  colony  generally.  The  amount  thus  collected  by  the 
taxes  imposi'd  by  the  jVssembly  has  been,  upon  an  average, 
about  140,000/.  per  annum.  There  are  also  some  small 
sums  raised,  by  virtue  of  acts  of  this  House,  passed  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the  colony. 

For  some  time  after  the  passing  of  the  act  in  1774, 
nothing  could  goon  more  smoothly  than  the  system  it  esta- 
blished. The  Crown  had  divested  itself  of  the  |K>wer  it 
had  over  the  peruianent  revenue  ;  and  the  sum  raised  under 
that  name,  although  small,  was  sufficient  for  tlie  mainte- 
nanceof  the  civil  service,  and  of  the  judicial  establishmetits. 
Afterwards,  however,  the  necessity  of  making  niads,  and 
numerous  other  expenses,  incidental  to  a  rising  coloay* 
rendered  this  sum  iDsuflicient.  It  became  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  raise  a  larger  sum  ;  and  this  was  done  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  House  of  Assembly.  By  what  dt^rees,  in 
what  nianncr,  and  under  what  circumstances,  a  diiference 
grew  up  between  the  local  legislature  and  the  executive 
government,  it  is  not  nccestiary  for  me  to  trace,  for  any  of 
the  purposes  which  I  have  now  in  view.  The  present  state 
of  the  controversy,  bowever,  is  of  this  nature.  The  House 
of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada  claims  the  right  of  appro- 
priating the  permanent  revenue,  item  by  item ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  right  of  deciding  what  branches  of  the  civil  service, 
and  what  of  the  judicial  establishments,  should  receive 
their  incomes,  and  in  what  portions,  from  this  fund.  On 
the  other  part,  it  is  maiutainetl,  and,  as  it  appears  to  mc,  in 
a  manner  absolutely  incontrovertible  in  law,  that  tlie  Crown 
possesses  over  this  revenue  a  discretionary  power,  as  to  the 
proportions  in  which  it  is  to  be  distributetl,  pro\nded  it  be 
for  purposes  directed  by  the  uct.  I  believe  there  is  no  lawyer 
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who  will  deny,  tliAt  as  long  as  the  Crowii  appropriates  that 
rpT^um*  to  the  lutinintfttratiun  of  jtiftticf  iii  Canada^  and  to  ita 
aril  ffovemmcnty  pursuant  to  the  u-ords  of  the  Act  of  17*74 
lung  as  it  futfiU  all  the  condition!  KK^tiired  by  ^^)od 
faith  tuwardfi  the  Canadians, — it  has  a  right  to  prescribe  the 
mode  in  vhich  the  revenue,  consisteDtly  with  that  Act,  shall 
be  expended.     There  is  no  one  who  will  not  aay,  tliat  the 
prctentuons  of  the  legislali^'e  body  to  take  the  whole  manage- 
nt  of  this  money  into  its  own  liands  are  neither  founded 
law  nor  practice.     On  the  other  hand,  the   Houie  of 
kAsBentbly  holding  the  public  purse  in  its  hands,  having  the 
Ctlete  conminiul  nf  the  general  rereuiiet  in  order  to  en- 
its  imiva«onablc  pretensions,  have  refused  to  appro- 
priate any  part  *if  (he  larger  rrxcnue,  of  which  they  have 
kMhe  cf«nmand,  onlew*  the  aj)propriation  of  the  permanent 
lt.'rr>wn  revenue  be  given  up  to  them  also. 

Thin,  Sir,  it.  the  state  of  the  controversy  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  body  in  Canada.  The  consequences 
L*«f  the  agitAtion  of  such   a  c|neMtic»n  as  this,  in   which  Ixith 
ties  have  h-Utod  upon  their  exlrcDie  righttt,  have  been 
^most  unfortunate.     One  of  the  coniequencefi  has  been,  the 
necessity  under  which  the  representative  of  the  King  has 
fioimd  himself,  of  a|>pro]iriflting  money  for  the  nece<«ary 
rices  nf  the  colony,  without  the  Minction  of  the  colonial 
lature.   Such  a  thing  as  this,  in  a  country  with  a  legis- 
lative aiueinMyi  can  only  be  justiAed  by  the  absolute  no- 
ifCeaflily  of  preventing  general  confusion,  and  the  subversion 
^of  tbegoventirk'Ut.     I  do  not  stand  here — living  as  I  iln,  in 
a  country   where  the  rights  of  the  popuUur  brandiofthe 
legislnturv  to  control  the  expenditure  of  th^-  money  it  raiaes 
are  so  well  known  and   univenmily   uclcnowledged — to  de- 
fend the   olMtract   propriety  of  a    governor  of  a   colony, 
appropriating  ita  revenue  without  the  Mtnction  of  an  act  of 
the  legnlatura,  as  re(]uircd  by  law  ;  but,  pressed  liy  ncccs- 


28« 


CIVIL    GOVEKXMKNT    OF    CANADA. 


[May 


aity,  it  ought  not,  perhapK,  to  be  wonderwl  at,  however  we 
may  regret  the  iieeeKsity,  that  a  governor  should  take  all  the 
inoaris  in  his  power  to  timititain  the  iranquillity  of  the  colony 
conmiitted  to  liis  charge.  When  principles  are  pressed  to  the 
extreme,  a  legislature  niuy,  iiodouht,  distress  the  exeeutive 
government  of  a  cx>untry,  ami  so  wear  it  out  by  continued 
opposition,  as  to  have  the  point  in  dispute  conceded ;  but 
wlittt,  in  the  mean  time,  are  the  unfortunate  results  to  the 
jiooplc? — what,  in  the  miilst  of  these  contiiets,  has  l)cen 
the  result  to  the  province  of  Canada  ?  Nothing  ifi  ex* 
I»ended,  of  the  money  raiHed  in  this  irregidar  manner,  but 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the  government 
of  the  province:  all  impn>vcment  ih  at  a  stand,  the  rondK 
are  neglected,  education  overlooked,  the  public  build- 
ings Buffered  to  fall  to  decay,  and  the  country  generally 
brougtit  to  such  a  state  that  there  is  not  u  Canadian  whose 
iutererts  do  not  9uifer. 

Sir,  the  recurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things  it  is  our 
duly  to  prevent ;  and  I  think  I  have  made  out  a  case  suf- 
ficient to  convince  the  House,  tliat,  if  we  have  the  right 
and  the  power,  the  time  is  arrived  which  warrants  rae  in 
calling  upon  Parliament  to  interpow*  its  authority,  for  the 
pur|x)sc  of  quieting  tliese  feuds,  and  of  establishing  such  a 
system  of  ci\*il  government  in  Canada,  as  mav  give  a  fair 
^iftre  to  all  parties  in  the  province,  of  the  administradoa 
of  the  reveniies,  so  as  to  ivnder  them  availal>le  for  the  im- 
prm-ement  of  the  counlrj— such  a  system  as  will,  on  the 
one  hand,  give  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  the  power  o£ 
directing  the  whole  application  of  tiie  funds  appropriated 
for  the  internal  improvement  of  the  province;  and,  on  the 
other,  restrain  tliem  from  the  exercise  of  any  authority 
over  what  I  may  coll  the  civil  list.  Every  man  who  knows 
any  tiling  of  tlie  country  must  Ik*  aware  of  the  unfitness  of 
the    KiiigV   representodve  in  the   government,    and  the 
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judicial  establishment  for  the  Bdminidtnition  uf  criiulnAl  jti«- 
tice,  which  lA  the  mhic  ju  that  of  Kngland,  dcin-iulinj^  fot' 
their  stipeoUs  u|ion  the  varying  juil^nents  of  a  popular 
ftssi'thhl)'.     The  ine)£|M>(liency  of  thi-s  with  rp^rtl  to  tlic 
juilicial  efttahlibliment,  which  in  iti*  ailniijUHtmliun  uf  jti»- 
tica  might  often  come  into  collision  with  the  nientlK'ni  of 
ihe  Aautnbly,  whove  judgnicnt  is  every  ye»r  to  rcgtiUle 
ihe  rcwonl  of   their  wrvicen,  imwt  be  jKirticularly  olivioiia. 
Judges  have  duties  to  perform,  wluch  render  it  essential 
that  they  should  be  perfectly  inde|>endeitt. 
J  ;{  truat  I  need  say  no  niore  to  cotiviiicc  the  Mouse,  tJiat 
|he  syateni  wiHhi.-<l  to  l>e  etitaiiHuhecI  bv  the  Caiwuliait  leKi!^ 
Ilature  is  not  compatible  with  the  iiideprndeiu-e  utid  dij;- 
knity,  either  of  the  Kings  ropreflcntativc  or  of  tJte  criminal 
ijltdgen*     Out  of  wimt  jiartirular  fund  ihew  cha^J^•!^  bliouUl 
[be  defrayed,  I  mn  nnt  pre|xired  ti»  sayi  but  t^K*  |in*m:nt 
I  plan  of  {laying  a  fixed  »!.uin  out  of  u  voriuble  revenue,  I 
liicrtainly  think  might  lie  nnietuled.     I  tliink  ttuine  mode 
might  be  found,  for  e>tabli.Nliiup  what   I   iwvc  bi\\vd   the 
I  civil  list ;  from  which  the  fialariea  of  ihi-  judieial  ami  other 
I'^purtments  should   be  graiUed  for  life,  or  in  aiiy  otlier 
I  way  tllat  would  answer  the  ol>]ect   I  have  in  view.     The 
linder  of  the  revenue  should  then  U-  left  nl  the  free 
kl^iflpQHd  of  the  C!olnnial  legislature.     And  I  must  here,  in 
justice  to  the  King's  goremment   in  Conwla,  cJaim  for 
them  their  due.     So  far  were  tliey  from  wishing  to  have 
tlic  control  over  any  furtlier  Hum  tliaii  llmt  to  which  I  have 
jfcllu«led,  that  Hicy  have  never  hentated,  during  tlic  whoU' 
tt  theae  troubles,  to  lay  before  the  legislature  of  the  pro- 
vince an  accoimt  of  the  ajiplicution  of  the  revenue^  in  order 
that  the  Assembly  might  lie  as8urett  (here  was  no  misafu 
Iplioationof  it.     From  this  it  U  evident,  that  the  govenv 
ment  there  are  perfectly  willing  to  accede  to  the  suggentioa 
I  have  just  made,  respecting  the  shoiv  of  control  which  it 
sliall  have  over  the  colonial  re%*fnue. 
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'  ■'  Sir,  I  do  not  think  there  arc  any  other  topics  conncrtcf 
with  the  present  state  of  Canada,  which  would  justify  ine 
in  detaining  the  House  longer,  as  I  trust  I  have  said  kuHi- 
cient  to  su])port  me  in  the  motion  with  which  T  shall 
elude.  There  are  two  grounds  on  which  I  principally 
The  first,  is  the  state  of  the  representative  system  in  Lower 
Canada,  and  the  situation  of  the  revenue  in  respect  to  the 
administration  of  justice;  the  second,  is  the  controversy 
which  has  grown  vip  respecting  the  |X»wers  of  the  executive 
and  legislative  bodies.  The  case  I  have  made  out  on 
those  two  points  is  suHicient,  I  trust,  to  entitle  me  to  the 
committee  for  which  I  am  about  to  move. 

Sir,  I  should  now  have  concluded  all  that  I  fe^  it 
cessary  to  state  to  the  House  on  the  present  occasion,  if 
bad  not  witnessed  in  some  quarters,  and  I  may  say  in  son 
degree  in  this  House,  a  disposition  to  think  that  all 
qiiiry  and  concern  about  Canada  are  unnecessary,  and  that 
the  public  interest  of  this  country  would  be  l)cst  consulted 
by  our  at  once  relinquishing  all  controul  and  dominion 
over  these  possessions.  Sir,  it  is  very  e:isy,  but  I  must  say 
it  is  the  proof  of  a  very  shallow  mind,  to  lay  down  a  rule  i 
this  sort.  In  Britisli  America  there  are  nearly  a  millic 
of  our  fellow-subjects,  Uirn  like  ourselves  in  allegiance  tfl' 
the  Crown  of  this  c^ountry,  anxious  to  n>main  in  tliat  allc^ 
glance, — fulHUing  all  the  duties  of  it,  and  having  as  good 
a  right  as  ourselves  to  claim  for  their  persons  and  property 
the  protection  which  is  the  consccpiL-ncc  of  that  allegiance. 
Is  this  country,  without  necessity,  without  that  right  bein^ 
challenged  by  any  one,  to  incur  the  indelible  disgrace  of 
withdrawing  that  protection?  In  contemplating  such  a 
question,  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  say  one  word  of  the 
advantages,  naval,  commercial,  and  ]X)litical,  which  we  d( 
nve  from  our  connexion  with  our  colonies.  But  I  mav  be 
allowed  to  speak  of  the  political  character  of  the  country-^ 
of  the  moral  impression  throughout  the  world  of  mic 
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nibandooincnt  as  is  here  proposed.  I  iiuiy  be  allownl  uy 
MYf  that  £ngland  cannot  afibrct  U>  Iht  little.  Sho  niiiAt 
be  wliat  she  is,  ur  nothing.  It  is  not  Canada  estimated  in 
pounds,  iihillings,  and  pence — l>iit  the  proudeiic  trophiMt  uf 
Britiiih  valour,  but  the  character  uf  ]iriti»h  faith,  but  the 
hopour  of  the  Hritisli  name,  which  wv  fihall  cant  of)*,  if 
upon  Buch  cunindt?rutionB  as  I  liavc  heard,  we  caat  off 
Canada  froni  our  protection.  We  cannot  pnrt  with  our 
dinniniun:!  thore„  without  doing  an  injuHlicu  to  their  lidt^ity 
and  tried  attafhoKtit*  and  tamifthing  the  national  honour. 
We  are  not.  Sir,  at  liberty  to  forego  the  high  and  impor- 
tant duties  im]N)scdon  u»  hy  our  relative  nituation  towards 
those  colonies.  It  is  u  country  where  no  diHii  notion  a  ])re- 
vail,  such  as  disturb  some  of  our  other  territorial  puaaca- 
uoas  abroad.  There  ore  no  diblinctions  of  caatea,  no  ilavery, 
which  tend  to  engender  distention  and  disaffection.  We 
have  every  where  disjilayed  marks  of  a  |>tttemal  govern- 
ment, and  plantetl  improvement,  not  only  on  our  colonien 
there,  hut  wfierever  our  umpire  is  acknowledged. 

Sir,  Kngland  is  the  parent  of  many  Houri»hing  colonies— 
one  of  them  ia  become  an  empire  among  the  most  powerful 
in  the  world.  In  every  quarter  of  the  gU»l>e  we  have  planted 
the  seeds  of  frectloni,  cinlization,  and  Chrii»tianity.  To 
every  quarter  of  the  globe  we  have  earrietl  the  language, 
the  free  institutions,  the  system  of  laws,  which  prevail  in 
this  country; — in  every  quarter  they  are  fructifying  and 
making  progress;  and  if  it  \yc  said  by  stmie  selHsh  calcu- 
lator, that  we  have  done  all  this  at  the  expense  of  sacrifices 
which  we  ouglit  not  to  have  made,  my  answer  is, — ia  spite 
Lof  tltese  Hacrifiees,  we  are  still  the  Hrst  and  happiest  people 
t  In  tile  old  world  ;  and,  whilst  tliis  is  our  tot,  let  us  rejoice 
rather  in  that  rich  harvest  of  glorj*,  which  must  belong  to« 
nation  that  has  laidtlte  foundation  of  similar  happinefwatid 
prosperity  to  other  nations,  kindred  in  blood,  in  habits, 
Btul  in  feelings  to  ourselves. 


288 


STATE    OF    THF.   LAWS    AFFKCTIWr. 


m^ 


But,  Sir,  whettier  Canada  be  to  reiiuun  fur  erer  dcpeo- 
(knt  ou  Eiigluud,  or  to  become  an  indepenileot  state — not, 
I  trust,  by  hostile  separation,  but  by  amicable  arrangotneat 
— it  is  nevertheless  the  duty*  as  it  is  the  interest,  of  thi« 
country,  toiuibueit  with  English  feeling,  and  to  benefit  it  by 
Knglish  laws  and  English  institutions.  I  niort^  Sir,  ^*  That 
a  Select  Conunittoe  be  ap]>ointed,  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  Civil  Govemnieiit  of  Canada,  as  estiibli^hed  by  llie 
Act  31  Geo.  III.,  c  fil,  and  to  re|Mirt  Uieir  obsenutiiHUi 
and  opinions  thereupon  to  the  House.^ 

The  motion  was  a.^j;Tccd  to,  vnd  a  committw  appomteil. 


flIR  FRANCtS  Bi:ni>KTT'S  %K)'ri<»N  FOR  A  COMMI'ITKE 
ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  LAWS  AFFECTINil  THE 
ROMAN  CATHOLICS. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  Sir  Franris  Riii-d.-U  mover!,  "  That  this  HooA- 

do  rvHolrc  itsi-lf  intiiaCutnmittce  to  ctmnider  o( tht*  Suie  uf  ihp^i^wni 

affecting  hin  MajoatyVi   Riimun  Catholic  subjccta,  ui  Great  Britaio, 

and  Ireland^  with  a  view  tuniich  (iii»I  and  cutielliiitor)'  adjunlment,  j 

may  Ho  c(iiidtu-ivi<  to  tlto  prncf  und  Ktri'ii^th  of  thi*  Utuicd  Kin^duint 

to  the  stahility  of  the  Protectant  E.*taldi*!miciil,  and  to  tlit  g-ener 

natiRfnolion  and  concord  of  all   rlusxex  of  hix  Maji'sty'''  wily**!*." 

The  (K'hute  wtu  adjuurnrd  U>  the  IHh,  and  aenin  to  the  13th  ;  wlwn 

I      I 
Mr.  Secretary  Hi:skissos  rose  and  said  : — *  ^      \ 

I    was  «i  exhausted   when    I  offered  myself   to  your 

notieu  nt  a  late  hour  on  rritlay  nighl,  and  the  House  nianv-        J 

Tested,  b}'  such  unttj»iivoc*4»l  indic-ations,  tliat  it  wa>  much       11 

in  the  Mime  state,  that   I  confess.  Sir,  I  was  not  sorry  that 

an  adjuiirnnient  was  pro{H>sc<l ;  and  if  1  was  not  sorr\' 

I  ain  iiiiuh  less  so  now,  when  the  postponement  of  the  4ueaJ 

lion  has  had  Uw  cn'ect    of  preventing  the  able  and  eliM^ueiitj 

*  From  Mr.  Huskissun's  M&  milea. 
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spcrch  of  my  riglit  lionoiimblc  friend  w1k>  spoke  first  tliU 
evening*  frotu  being  ettlicr  lf»st,  vh*  fnnn  being  timt  with 
which  the  debate  woulil  have  closed.  For  although  I  waa 
then  ready  to  give  a  iitilL*nt  viiit%  it  wan,  1  owtt)  my  wish  to 
accompany  that  vote  with  someexptuiiatitm  and  record  of  the 
fcding*  by  which  it  would  have  been  guided  and  directed. 

Having  been  enabletl,  by  the  indiJgcnee  of  the  Houm>  on 
former  occaMons,  to  state  my  general  sentiments  on  tliis 
great  question,  and  having  been  present,  I  ntuy  saVi  nt  aU 
the  many  and  protnictod  (lelmtcs  whirh  have  taken  place 
upon  it,  since  the  periixl  of  the  L'nicm,  with  the  exci'ption 
of  that  of  hut  year,  when  I  was  kept  away  by  illness — and 
not  l)cing  therefore  one  of  those  '*  buds  of  genius,"  one  of 
thoAe  "young  genns"  Just  coming  forth,  whom  my  learned 
friend,  the  Attorney  General,  invite*  to  retire  from  the 
debate,  and  improve  their  m)nd.<by  rc-ading  all  the  journals 
of  the  Houfie — 1  feel  that  I  should  abuse  the  patience  of 
the  House,  if  I  were  to  enter  info  a  laboured  examination 
ofaquention  so  completely  exhausted,  that  i  believe  no 
man  can  expect,  eillier  in  the  way  of  argument  or  illuslra- 
tion — either  by  drawing  uptm  the  stores  of  history,  or  by 
referring  to  contemporaneous  proceeding*  in  other  countries 
—to  infuiieany  thing  like  new  life  into  the  enquiry. 

I  do  not  except  from  this  remark  the  great  use  whicli 
has  been  made,  on  the  present  oceusion,  of  the  treaty  of 
Limerick,  and  of  the  traniactions  which  t(xik  place  nt  tlie 
time  of  the  Irish  Union.  In  respect  to  the  treaty  of  Lime- 
rick, I  fairly  own  that  I  differ  very  little,  if  at  all,  from 
the  view  taken  <if  it  by  the  Solicitor-General,  and  hy  my 
right  honourable  friend,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tht^ ; 
Home  Department,  As  a  friend  u>  CnthohV  concession,  on 
clearer  and  stnmger  grounds,  I  regret  thiiC  this  treaty  has  ^ 
heen  presicd  into  the  service  of  the  Petitioners,  and  by  «,, 

*  Mr.  rhartc*  <inint. 
VOL.   111.  u 
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Strained  mnRtnicHon  put  so  forward  in  tlic  nrgument  upoa. 
their  chums.     I  further  regret  it,  in  common  with  my  right] 
honourable  friend,  because  it  cnnnot  Iw  so  construed  witho\] 
easting  a  doubt  upon  the  character  of  this  country,  andj 
without    imputing   to  one  of   its  most   justly   honoured] 
monarchs,  and  to  some  of  its  most  patriotic  statesmen,  eon-J 
duct  the  most  odious  and  detestable — that  of  having  grossly  j 
violated  their  plighted  word,  and  of  having  wantonly  ojvj 
pressed  the  weak  and  the  fallen,  at  the  expense  of  sacrificing' 
the  public  faith  and  honour  of  their  country.    This,  Sir,  is 
all  that  I  shall  say  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  except  that 
I  woidd  venture  to  suggest  to  those;  who  have  brought 
forwanl  to  imitate  the  example  of  my  right  honourable' 
frienti,  and  to  promise  nc^er  again  to  mention  the  treaty  of 
Limerick,  in  connection  with  this  question.     Sure,  I  am, 
for  one,  and  I  believe  I  s|>?ak  tlie  feelings  of  many  in  this 
House,  that  if  it  was  pressed  upon  me  solely  by  the  con- 
sideration of  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  I  should  be  very 
indifferent  about  the  issue. 

Then,  Sir,  in  respect  to  the  pledges  or  assurances  said  tb 
have   been   given    by  Mr.  Pitt,   immetliately   befiire  Xhe 
Union ;  I   am  quite  confident,  with  my  right  honourable 
friend,  that  there  were  no  such  pledges  entered  into.     Th« 
right  honourable  gentleman,  tlie  knight  of  Kerry,  was  at 
that  time  in  office  in  Ireland.     I,  Sir,  was  in  office  in  this 
country,  in  an  inferior  situation  certainly;  but  one  whic)i 
independent  of  private  habits  of  friendship,  placed  me  ti\ 
confidential  relations  both  with  IVfr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundafl^i 
And  here  allow  me  just  to  say,  in  passing,  that  although 
taking  a  differuni  line  from  that  adopted  by  the  right  honouK  j 
able  gentleman  in  Ireland,  I  rclintjtiished  my  office,  l>etain«j 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas  relimpiished  their  situations  i0  J 
the  cabinet,  I  can  nevertheless  most  fully  confirm 
was  statcf)  by  the  right  honourable  the  knight  of  Kerry,  m 
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dXpUnotioo,  on  a  fiinnrr  iii^ht.  I  wm  titrongly  anil 
Wvnljp^fimsfxl  by  Itutli  uf  tlu*  miuUter:^  u>  whoiu  1  luivr 
rdcnrd  not  to  retire.  I  was  rcpcfttedly  told  by  tiuti),  ofi 
he  waftf  that  rctirinj;  ought  not  to  go  beyond  the  cabiot't, 
and  UmU  i  should  best  verve  tbv  inUivKts  of  the  Caibotica 
hf  reaMMig  at  my  poftt.  1  n'luu|uiikiied  it  from  variuuft 
caMUnatsoniv  and  imMt  ^Udly  would  I  (tow  and  for  vver 
retioquiik  any  pretenbiunii  which  1  way  have  to  offic*,  if 
by  so  dom^,  I  could  only  advance,  weiv  it  by  one  wivk, 
tlie  final  iotlltiueul  of  thU  great  qutwtioiu 

But,  ^iu  if  (hvrc  were  no   plodgttf,  I  ain  lioumt  to  ac- 
kmiwlcdgt  that  tlicn*  werv  conversation*  and  cununuiuci^ 
tiunt,  which«    with    mMht  and   temi>erate    mcn-^rmm    not 
only  ttttju*bed  to  the  Caltiolic  iuU^rest,  but  oImj  incn  at- 
tached C8  the  Protestant  cstablishnieot  in  Ireland,  and  to 
Uie  {wcAervation  of  tluit  omntry  to  tin:  Cruuu  nf  Great 
Hricain. — lioU  au  iotlueuce  in  determining  tJK'ir  ix>iHluct  iu 
thai  struggle  of  pruty,  which  ivniiiiuUed  iu  tlia  Uiuon. 
Speaking  from  reetiUection,  I  think  I  may  aiUnn,  tliot  i^t> 
iag  what  had  pOMed  between  179(^  when  the  el^vtive  frjn- 
chi5e  WHR  granted,  ojul   ITUil,  including  Uie  retiellioii,  and 
the  hair^breoflth  escapes  whidi  Irehtud  hod  theu  had,  in 
respect  to  foreign  inv«Ati>n-^furoftKiing  probably  alao  the 
future  coDsequcnteft  of  tlic    law   of  1703,    Mr,  Pitt    was 
Ktrongly  imprcnsed  with  mi  opinion,  thai  ti)e  hot  chmicu 
of  preserving  the  c^tablishetl  church   in    Ireland,   woh  by 
infuMng  and  incur|K)ra.ting  it  with  the  IVotentant  i'stabli>h- 
nieut  uf  tlii»ctnmtry— tliat  it  wiut  by  tlii»  unity  and  idenli- 
ficatioa,  that  it  would  uc4|uire  sUtaigtJi,  solidity,  and  per- 
innnency.     On  the  other  hand,  Iu-  woji  etjuolly  iniprowed 
with  an  opinion,  that  tlic  clainiK  of  llie  Catluiliot,  which. 
if  granted  in  the  se|uftrale   WgisUtuie  of   Irt'lutii),   wiiidd 
infallibly  lead  to  the  overtiimw  of  the  l'ixjtet4ant  ehtid)li4i- 
went,  and  «hicli«  if  refused,  would  ultimately  lead  to  the 
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risk  of  the  separation  of  the  two  kinfrdoms,  might  ^y  a  fegis-j 
lativc  union   and  jncorjioration  be  safely  considertd,  and, 
aft  far  as  his  judgment  went,  concctlcd  in  an  imperial  Par- 
liament. ' 

This,   Sir,  was  the  general  conception  nf  Mr.  Pitt- 
conception  vforthy  of  his  extensive  mind  and  !>tate«nan-like 
capacity.     I  really  bebeve  that  the  measure  of  the  Union 
was  favourably  viewed  by  many,  friendly  In  the  "peace  and] 
harmony   of   the   two    kingdoms,    both   Protestants    and 
Catholic?,  upon  this  great  consideration; — that, 'from  de- 
ference to  it,  many  were  induced  to  overcome  their  natural 
reluctance  to  acquiesce  in  the  sacriltcc  of  their  inde]x*ndent| 
legislative    existence;— that   with    the  %-ivid   recoil ecliun*! 
which  the  good  and  wise  retained  of  tlie  horrors  of  the 
evil  conflict  then  scarcely  closed,   with  the  fearful  fore- 
Txidings  of  fiitnre  collisions,  they  were,  as  Mr.  Pitt  was, 
anxious  to  provide  for  t!ie  stability  and  [jermanence  of  the 
connection  between  the  two  couutrien,  for  the  common 
safety,  for  the  security  of  life  and  pniperty  in  Ireland,  by 
the   surrender  of  some  of  iho^o   nationid    feelings  which 
were  otherwise  dear  to  them  as  an  ancient  state. 

To  the  extent  of  these  inferences,  to  the  encouragetneDt 
of  these  hopes,  I  think  the  communications  did  directly 
tend.  Now,  mark  the  result.  The  Established  Church, 
the  Protestant  interest,  the  party  tliat  had  much  to  lose  and 
nothing  to  gain  in  a  separate  existence,  have  obtained  from 
the  Union  all  that  was  in  their  expectation.  The  Catholics 
—the  party  which  had  the  prospect  of  ac(puring  tlie  ascen- 
dancy in  their  separate  legislature,  and  especially  after  the 
act  of  1793,  have  seen  none  of  their  expectations  realized. 
They  were  willing  to  have  them  tempered  and  moderated 
by  the  imperial  Parliament,  but  they  were  not  prepared  to 
forego  them  altogether.  They  retain  their  Vantage  groimd 
acquired  in  1793.     In  that  iwsition  they  are  impregnable- 


THK    ttOMAX    CATUOUCa. 


«Stf 


But  bv  the  Uniun  it  ho.-*  been  so  long  ftaakrd  nnc)  turnedt 
that  tbcy  have  rcnuuned  in  it  ever  aincr*  unal^le  to  uiovr 
forward,  and  to  follow  up  the  natural  advantagus  whichv 
bai  for  the  Union,  they  would  have  attained.  Denying, 
thrivlore,  that  any  thing  uf  pled^\  uriiMunitice,  wiu  given 
at  liiv  time  at  tlte  Union,  I  niu^il  ndniit,  that  tlie  known 
v4ewB  and  opinions  of  the  great  HtateMnan  by  whuui  t}iat 
iure  waa  effected,  had  a  considerable  moral  ioBucnoc  in 

ntributing  to  its  succei%fi;  and  that  there  has  been  great 
diKup^Kiintment,  but  ntt  brcjuli  of  compact.  Looking  to 
Uiat  disappointment,  and  albiwing  for  the  sore  fceimgif 
which  it  is  calculated  t4>  excite  in  the  Cutliolic  eomumnit)*, 
I  have  always  considered  that  the  argument  mi  powerfully 
urged  un  Fri<Iay,  by  the  hunuurablc  member  for  the  county 
of  Waterford^*  namely,  the  feeling  of  the  Iriah  Catholic 
that«  but  for  the  Union,  he  should  have  been  alilu  to  right 
hiniMdf,— is  one  which  makc^  a  forcible  appeal,  if  not  tu 
strict  justice,  at  least  to  our  equity  and  our  gencroBity. 

My  view,  then.  Sir,  of  this  momentous  subject  remains 
same  as  it  has  unifuniily  been  since  it  was  iirst  dis- 
tl  in  the  Unitetl  Pariiament. 

I  liave  retired  frtxn  every  successive  discussion,  whether 
or  not,  with  an  increased  sense  of  the  growing 
cy  of  cdncefttion  ;  and,  happen  what  may  tliin  night, 
I  shall  retire  from  the  discussion,  with  increased  confidence 
that  itsBnal  attainment  cannot  be  much  lunger  delayed. 

During  tlie  last  quarter  of  a  century,  thi«  8ubject  has 
oc4:up>ed  more  of  the  time  and  dc]ilx*nitions  of  thiii  House 

has  eatleil  fi>rth  in  its  support  the  efforts  and  eloquence 
of  more  great  men — than  any  other  (luestion,  I  beJieve,  thai 
eter  was  debated  in  the^e  walls.  These  efTurts  have  not 
facea  unavailing.  They  have  brought  forth  gt>od  fruits, 
although  those  fruits  are  not  yet  arrivni  at  their  full  m»> 

•  Mr.  Vniier*  Stnnrl 
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turity.     They  have  contributed  greatly  to  turn  |HiWic 
opinion  in  this  country  ;  ami  all  tluit  is  now  wantinf*;,  \>cv~  J 
I  haps,  is,  first,  a  little  mure  progress  in  this  respect;  and' 
AcconcUy,  that  it  should  become,  as  it  will  then  become,  ft'l 
public  opinion,  not  merely  passive  and  speculative  (at  that 
stage  we  are  already  arrived),  but  active,  pronounced,  an(f '] 
decided.     That  great  progress  has  already  l)een  nuidc,  nd  i 
wan  who   obsen-es  the    signs   of    the  times    can   doubt.    1 
Wliatever  may  l»e  tlie  opinion  of  the  less  educated  |xirtion 
of  the  English  community  upon  this  subject,  I  do  believe— ^^'j 
or  rather  I  did  believe,  until  something  which  has  fallen  in  '] 
the  course  of  this  discussion  induced  me  to  doubt  the  fact —  '1 
that,  with  the  enlightened  and  educated  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, the  question  has  altogether  ceased  to  be  one  of'{ 
religious  difference,  and  so  soon  as  the  same  feeling  shall 
extend  to  the  other  classes  of  the  community,  it  will  be 
earned.      Tliosc   who  are    the   special    guardians   of  tlic ' 
Established  Church,  and,  let  me  add,  its  best-infumied 
and  liberal  guardians,  do  not  hejsitate  to  declare,  that  the 
<}uestion  iii  altogether  one  of  security,  and  that  if  suificient ' 
security  ha   pnnided,  exclusion    becomes    utterly    inde- 
fensible.    To  tlicir  honour,   it  cannot  be  too  generally 
known,  that  one  of  tlw  brightest  ornaments  of  the  bench  of 
bisiHi|)s — the  Bishop  of  Chester* — haa  declared,   that  the 
Catholic  (question  ought  to  be  looked  at  exclusively  with 
reference  to   the   security    of   the  e«tabU«hed   church    of 
England.    That  right  reverend  person  has  said — **  If  all 
can  give  equal  security,  let  all  be  admitted  i  ^  and  he  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  conviction,  "  that  if  parties  can 
be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  state  privileges,  without 
danger,  exclusion  Ijccomcs  utterly  indefensible.^  Sir,  I  wish 
this  opinion  to  go  forth ;  I  wifih  it  to  become  general  aiming 
that  large  class  of  the  cunmuinity,   who  have  lutlicrtu 
*  Dr.  Blomficld,  the  present  Bishop  of  London. 
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mixttl  up  Catholic  onion cipation  with  ic^  itjrrect  and  li»s 
8taU>snmii-likc  considerations.  When  exclusion  is  strictly 
continixl  to  a  questiua  of  security,  the  good  Hcniie  uf  tlic 
f>eo|>lc  will  not  he  slow  to  discover,  that  the  l>eftt  of  all 
securities!  is  Uk.'  absence  of  all  those  dangers  which  the 
prescni  system  engeiMlers,  foments,  and  calls  into  action. 
Once  declare  yourself  ready  to  remove  that  cause  of  irrita- 
tion— once  lay  the  solid  foundation  of  religious  jieace — 
and  de[»eud  u[>un  it,  as  on  a  late  ucca&iun,  you  will  not  find 
mucli  difficulty  in  erectmg  u[H)n  it  any  other  formal  sta- 
tutory securities  and  declarations  which,  from  ubumlani 
caution,  ^uu  uia^  tliink  it  necessary  to  require. 

But  my  honourable  and  learned  friend,  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, calls  on  "  the  InuU  of  genius"  to  take  care  that  they 
sec  cleuriy  that  all  tlie  securities  can  Ix*  j^ranted  wliich  arc 
reqinsitc,  and  may  be  consideretl  adetiuate,  before  they 
proceed  a  step  further  in  Uic  way  of  concession.  To  those 
young  and  inex|K*neiiccd  mcndx^rs  whom  my  honourable 
and  learned  friend  thus  addresses,  I,  as  an  old  stager,  say, 
tlial  it  is  amongst  the  stalest  of  all^  stale  arguments  (ur  a 
coll  to  be  made  for  securities,  by  those  who  have  already 
formed  ttie  resolution  never  to  concede  the  principle.  It 
ia  for  those  who  apprehend  tlic  danger,  rather  tliau  fur  us, 
to  iKjLiit  them  out.  At  least  they  arc  bound  to  point  out 
sudt  cauMaf  o(  danger  us  may  \jc  intelligible  to  oiu*  undtnv 
stHiuliug>> — at  least  lln-y  are  Nmnd  to  jioint  out  tlic  mtxlein 
whidt  liiuse  dangers  are  likely  to  come  u^nju  us,  and  to 
sliew  iliut  tliey  are  suJficiently  within  the  verge  of  pos- 
sibility tu  awaiw  tlic  rational  fears  of  men  of  ordinary 
nerves,  ami  of  common  prudence  and  foresight,  nut  mere 
pluuilum^t  of  l)ie  nursery.  This  is  the  cimrse  wliich  we 
who  advocate  the  present  question  puraue.  TJiv  cviU, 
the  danger*  we  puiut  out  aiv   Uuigibii'>    are   imminenti 
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are  unikniiible,  ore,  I  may  add,  cnougli  to  disquiet  tbe 
stoutest  hearts  amou^  \i». 

Really,  Sir,  when  we  are  talking  of  those  securities  and- 
safeguards,  which  formed  so  large  a  portion  of  the  Hpeecb 
of  my  honourable  and  learned  friend,  I  do  not  know  how< 
to  point  them  out,  until  I  have  a  more  distinct  view  of  the 
difficulties  and  dangertt  in  question.  If  my  honourable 
and  learned  friend  will  not  tell  us  the  precise  nature  of  the 
dangers  to  which  he  has  alluded,  at  least  let  me  be  allowed 
to  tell  him  wliat  dangers  a.re  not  to  be  apprehended.  It  is 
not  the  danger  of  entrusting  the  power  of  the  sword,  the 
command  of  your  fleets  and  iu*mies,  to  CaOiolic  admirals 
and  Catholic  generals ;  fur  to  such  commands  the  Catholics 
are  admissible.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  Ixions  whirli,  it  may  b^i 
answered,  you  have  conferred  upon  tliem  by  stealth.  They 
slide  into  it  unobserved  and  without  commotion ;  and  would 
to  God  tliat  by  anotlier  such  act  of  Ateaith  you  could  again 
do  good,  by  givnig  them  all  that  is  now  withlield  ;  and 
if  you  could,  they  would  equally  tdide  into  their  new 
situations  ^-ith  as  little  agitation  and  as  little  alarm ! 
It  is  not  the  power  over  the  public  revenue ;  for  to  all 
situations  connected  with  its  collection,  management,  and 
adniinistration,  t)ie  Catholic,  I  believe,  is  eligible.  So  that 
the  two  great  powers,  over  the  exercise  of  which  a  free  state 
ought  to  be  most  jealous,  and  a  protestant  state  most  vigi. 
laut,  for  the  due  exercise  of  which  it  might  reasonablv  look 
for  guards  and  security,  you  sec  committed  without  re- 
serve to  Catholics  equally  with  yourselves.  Is  it  the  danger 
of  their  intercourse  with  the  See  of  Rome  .'*  Why,  Sir, 
that  intercourse  is  now  carried  on  without  the  cognizance,  co* 
control,  or  check  of  the  government.  It  passes  through 
no  authorized  or  responsible  agent ;  and  England  is  the 
only  country  in  Europe,  in  which  that  unlimited,  unautho- 
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rixed  roQununication  exiffU;  vhikt  th«  rmponsible  serrRnts 
of  the  »ute  are  prei'ludvil  fnnii  ubserring  towards  tht*  Sec 
of  Ilotne  even  the  courtesy  uf  diptomutic  eiitjuette.  Is  it 
from  waiit  of  any  partidiNition,  <ir  control  of  the  nomination 
at  the  Catholic  luAhopA  and  other  mt'inbers  of  thu  Catholic 
hierarchy  1^  Here  again  England  is  the  only  state  in 
KiUDpe^  Catholic  »r  Protestant,  which  exerciaeft  no  nich 
participation  and  control ;  and  can  any  man  holicve  that  the 
principle  of  exclusion  once  removed,  there  wwdd  be  any  pcr- 
nument  difficulty  in  obtaining  for  the  guvemment  of  Kng- 
laod  the  same  satiKfaetory  checks  and  powers,  in  all  thc!>c 
re^ieets,  a»  now  exi^tt  in  Ru^tda^  in  Protestant  PrusMa,  in 
Protestant  Hanover,  in  I'rotestant  Wurtembiirgh,  in  tlw 
Netherlands,  in  Biiden,  and  in  every  other  state  in  Europe. 
Sir,  checks  and  securities  uf  this  description,  1  have  no 
wish  whatever  to  oppose.  I  think  them  highly  nocessary. 
I  think  them  liigl^lv  di-sirable.  I  cxmsider  the  wimt  of 
tbcm,  (he  imposmbility  of  introducing  them,  so  long  ns 
the  present  state  of  things  continues,  one  of  the  main  ob- 
jections to  it.  For,  Sir,  withmit  going  the  length  of  my 
honourable  friend,  the  imnrdM^r  for  Newport,*  whose*  speech 
I  heard,  howerer,  with  great  pleasure,  iwl  only  on  account 
of  the  fientimentji  which  he  avowed,  but  equally  «>  on  ac- 
count of  the  good  feehngs  which  it  evinced,  I  declare  niy- 
sd^  as  I  olwayv  have  on  former  occasions,  no  friend  to 
the  Catholic  church.  I  am  iu>  advocate  for  its  tenets,  and 
am  jealous  of  ibt  spread,  of  itA  inHuenee,  of  its  ascendancy. 
These  feelings  may  be  in  me  the  remains  of  early  preju- 
dices. But  when  I  say  they  mntf  be,  I  think  they  arc  not. 
It  has  been  the  endeavour  of  my  life  to  bring  all  such  pre- 
judices to  the  ti^t  of  rigid  uxaniinatiun.  I  do  not  quarrel 
with  what  I  would  call  tlie  Christianity  of  the  Catholic 
religion;  hut  I    look  with  no  friemny  feeling  to  the  ntany 

*  Mr.  Spencer  PcrccvBl* 
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fontrivaiicos  and  devices,  not  {is  I  believe  of  the  essence  of 
tJjal  rvligioii,  or  ot*  any  Christuin  faith,  by  which,  in  the 
dork    agon  of  ijpiorance,  superstition  and  dcsjMitisni,  the 
artful  professors  of  that  religion  contrivcti  to  connect  witJi 
it   many  higlUy  dangetxtus   and   misohievouti  institutions. 
I  will  not  enumerate  Uiosc  arts  by  which  they  addressed 
the  liopes  and  fears  of  tlieir  bigottcd  followers ;  by  which 
they   ^h-utehed   and  nssuiled   the   worst  iuiiniiities  of  the 
human  mind,  the  most  exciting,  and  the  most  depre»>in^p 
IMiasiuns  of  human  nature;  and  by  which  those  i>aBsioaj||, 
have   Ikvm  so  often  diretted  to  serve  the  most  crimimil 
views  of  ambition  iind  avarice— MMnetinit-s  in   the  prie^i-.^ 
hooiU  and  sonietimeH  in  the  secular  tyrants*  to  wliose  ini*  , 
quitous  purposes  tliey  were  mode  in:>trumcutal. 

Sir,  it  is  the  history  of  thenc  times  that  on  this  .subject.^ 
frightens  us  out  of  our  propriety.     Uut  the  question  now 
is  Will   the  adoption  of  this  motion  diiuiuisli  or  increase 
the  risk  of  that  dangerous  influence  ?  On  this  port  of  the 
subject   I  would  refer  the  House  to  the  sentiments  and 
views  which  were  so  beantifidly  ami  forcibly  expressetl  by 
my  noble  fnend  *  who  closed  the  first  night's  debate.    Uut, 
Sir,  I  go  a  step  further  than  my  noble  frientl.     ]fe  told 
you,    that  this   sinister  iniluencc,   so  jwwerful  iu  i'onut 
times,  couUl    not  i^nthstand    the   legitimate    intlitence 
a  vigilant  press — tliat,  though  backed  by  all  the  power 
of  the  court,  by  all  ihc  countenance  of  tJie  King,  and  by 
idl    the    Catholic   feelings    ami    Cutiiulie   i-ecollections  of, 
France,  it  could  not  wiihstmid  a  Press,  certainly  not  the 
most  irec,  or  the  most  powerful  by  its  diflusion  among  die 
mass  of  the  community.     In  Iwth  these  nespecU,  the  prtafi 
of  France  is  iu  its  infancy. 

But,  Sir,  my  noble  friend  slopped  here.     1  would  addf  j 
tocouiplcle  his  argument,  that  what  could  not  bedoiH;  by  4 

*  Lord  FrttDiU  lievreon  GoMer. 
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court,  hy  a  kinj^,  in  a  Catlwlic  cmintry,  tuny  Ix?  fffiyttsl  hi 
a  IVrtt-fttaHt  state,  iu  Bpitc  of  n  prws  iw»rc  j«>wfrful,  mure 
frre,  by  what  ? — ^by  cxclusinn,  hy  jirracctttkw.  Sir,  I  do 
by  it  daim  as  a  principle,  Umt  nil  tlmt  in  faiiUy,  ami  nlnrm- 
ing,  and  d»n^'rous  in  the  prartice  <»f  the  Cathithr  n-ligioti, 
cannot  exist  in  the  timeH  in  which  we  live,  in  n  cfuinfry  MW 
joying  a  free  prt*s  popular  institutions  fre«!om  of  d«lMtC|1t 
and  diwuwion,  unlefw  it  Ix'  kept  alive  by  jxTiwcution. 
Thw  is  the  counten-ailing  jiowit  to  all  thet»e  Weiwinga^— 
this  !r  tht  power  whith  prevents  education,  which  fodter* 
superstition,  which  ki-e]»  aliTe  the  minchiefs  of  CathoUcinn 
in  Ireland.  It  ift  the  power  which  rivets  the  rich,  and 
educated,  and  iitfliK.'ntial  among  the  (>atholics  to  lite  priofft- 
hood,— it  is  the  power  by  which  a  monslrt^ue  confinlerucv 
of  dangerous  dcmocraey  and  bifjntlcd  superstition  i*  likely 
to  be  found  and  kntt  tof^other  in  timt  country'  Tak* 
away  froiu  this  jwwer  the  aliiDcnt  by  which  alone  it  iftsu**^ 
tallied,  and  its  lingering  decline  niay  last  for  a  few  y«iB»4Jr 
but  Boon  it  will  be  no  more  formidable  than  witclicrafi,  n 
danger  once  greatly  dreaded  by  ignorance  and  ^uj>er«tilion, 
and  which  would  i^till  haw  its  lK>lie\'eni  and  iU  victims 
wcpe  we  again  to  collapitc  into  the  same  i^iorancf,  and 
a^n  tn  pnM  ]rv^  for  the  punitJunrnt  of  old  wonwn  gtul^ 
of  pmctiwn^  tfic  black  art.  '»' 

I  call  upon  you,  tlunvfore,  in  the  name  of  the  Irish  |ie«>-* 
pie— in  tliu  nameof  the  proteMant  chiirch*-in  tlie  nauw  of 
the  pco])lo  of  I'nijliind,  who  an*  anxious  to  ]>rew*rvc  |H'a4>\ 
to  let  the  Press,  to  lut  the  Pnttestnjil  faith,  to  let  the  free  in- 
■dtutions  of  the  country  iiare  fair  play.  Wi[h<lruw  from  the 
Catiialscsthia  weapon  by  which  they  have  hitherto  lx*en  made 
fonnidablt^— open  your  dtxirs  to  a  few  Catholic  pvntry,  who 
would  <ibtAin  seais  in  this  llouitc,  to  the  Calliolic  |icers 
who  haTe  inherited  the  tiononrs  of  their  a]ice:>lur».  l)o  not 
•o  diapftrage  yourw-'Uett— do  not  so  di!»[mr«ge  the  guurdiaiu 
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of  your  church— <io  not  think  soil!  of  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  as  to  believe  it  possible  that  the  in- 
fluence of  these  few  members  can  prevail  against  the  judg- 
ment, the  loyalty,the  intrqnd  attachnientlo  Pn>testantisni  of 
a  whole  country.  Of  wimt  are  you  afraid  ?  13o  you  think 
that  all  the  legitimate  means  of  influencing  the  deliberations 
of  a  Itritish  House  of  Commons  will  he  on  the  side  of  some 
Catholic  representative  ?  If>  by  some  upell,  we  could  be 
surprised  at  our  posts,  do  you  think  tliat  the  other  House, 
the  Crown,  and  lastly,  that  sentinel  which  never  weariei. 
and  never  sleeps  upon  liis  station — the  Press  of  this  country, 
would  be  all  equally  lulled  and  put  off  their  guard,  by  the 
same  fatal  potion  ?  Sir,  the  thing  is  impossible,  and  I  will  not 
further  detain  the  House  upon  the  subject.  I  only  pray  of 
them,  by  adopting  this  resolution*  to  lake  away  fiuni  those 
they  fear,  the  only  weapon  which  can  ever  make  them  formid^ 
able 

It  has  been  urged,  that  if  we  admit  Homon  Catholics 
into  this  House  wc  shall  lind  tliem  combining,  ils  the  Scotch 
members  are  said  to  have  done.  Now,  Sir,  I  always  imder- 
stood,  that  all  classes  of  society,  agricultural,  manufac- 
turing, and  commercial,  were  represented  in  this  House, 
and  we  have  heard  of  some  interests  occasionally  combining 
against  others;  but  that  such  a  combination  as tliat  alluded 
to  could  take  place,  I  positively  deny.  I  am  ready  to  cod- 
cede,  that,  by  the  Act  of  Settlement,  passed  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, it  was  expressly  stipulated,  that  tlie  Established  Church 
should  be  strictly  Protestant.  God  forbid  that  it  should  not  I 
God  forbid  also  that  that  law  sltould  not  be  permanent ;  and 
that  we  should  not  continue,  not  only  Protestant,  but  Pro- 
testant according  to  the  Church  of  England !  The  connection 
between  Church  and  State  existed  long  before  the  Rl*\ti1u- 
tion,  and  will,  I  hope  and  trust,  long  continue.  But.  am  I 
to  be  told  that  the  Act  of  Settlement  was  intended  to  be 
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permanent,  without  the  power  of  making  alteration  or 
uuendiiiLiit  ?  Am  I  In  be  tuld  that  oil  points  ami  provi-  "^ 
Nons  of  that  act  are  to  be  ccmtinufd  in  the  aamo  fprm  in 
which  they  wort  cnactwl  in  1688?  Why,  Sir.  ihnl  vt-ry 
Act  WRft  ^Tiuualy  affLXted  by  ihi*  Pninn  wilh  Sciiihuid ; 
for  by  that  union  penumd  of  a  different  reiigiinjH  ]>er»ua»itm 
from  the  Church  of  Kn^^land  were  admitted  into  both 
Houceft  of  Parliament ;  nay,  perwin*  who  were  looked  upon 
by  our  Church  a*  fanatics  and  rivolff — I  mean  the  Scotch 
Preabyteriana.  Why  not  call  this  an  innnvatinn  of  the  law 
BJt  Mfell  ns  the  one  now  propo-ied  ?  But  there  is  another 
deviation  from  that  act.  Hy  the  Act  of  St-ttkiiicnt  ttnly 
faeicditary  pecns  or  pt>er!i  by  creulion,  were  to  nit  in  Parlio- 
nic<Bt ;  and  yet,  upon  the  Union  with  Hcotlandf  a«  well  as 
that  with  Ireland^  elective  peers  were  allowed  to  Iv  iutn>- 
duced.  It  h  true  tliat  thiii.  was  done;  but  iitiU  the  priticiple 
of  the  law  wa.^;  adhered  to,  and  neither  Church  nor  State 
was  in  the  slightest  degree  impaired  by  this  partial  devia- 
tiua  from  the  hiw  itself.  The  honourable  member  for 
Yorkshire*  mode  it  Agreut  objeetif>n  to  the  Itonion  Catholic 
nebgiou,  that  it  admitted  of  no  aJteratioo;  and  obHer^'ed, 
that  it  was  now  what  it  was  known  to  be  during  all  time. 
Now,  when  the  honourable  member  said  this,  I  think  he 
wmitd,  had  he  looked  around  him,  have  fouad,  from  t)ie 
declarations  made  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  viciouK 
doctrines  attributed  to  that  Church  were  dinowned  by  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  that  day,  and  by  those  who  assumed  to 
be  their  leaden.  When  the  honourable  member  boid  that 
that  rcUgion  was  always  the  aaxae,  did  he  mean  to  assert,  that 
the  religion  which  prevailed  during  the  reign  of  the  haughty 
Louis XIV,  when  he  repealed  theedict  of  Nantz,andKent  his 
DragoDtmdds  amongst  his  Protcjttant  subjects,  was  the  same 
with  the  religion  now  establishetl  in  France,  under  the  mild 
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and  beneficent  rcigu  of  Charles  X  ?  The  pclijpon  is  t\\e  same, 

but  tbf  times  aiid  the  people  have  cliailgal.  The  liglits  which 

have  pciradcd  the  vfliole  world,  have  shed  their  influence 

upon  the  Catholic  reh'gion,  and  have  made  it  difierent  frwn 

wliat  it  furmorlv  was,  ,  ^^m 

Sir,  tliorc  was  one  expression  contained  in  the  tcinpcrHte»^^H 

able,  and  eloquent,  speech  delivered  on  Friday,  by  my  right 

lionourabU'  friend  near  me,  in  which  I  fuUyconcur.   My  right 

honourable  friend  thought  it  l)etter  that  a  barrier  siiuidd 

exist  between  Catholics  and  corporate  offices,  rather  than 

that  they  bIiouUI  be  rendered  eligible  without  being  electe<}» 

r  admit  that  if  6ucli  were  to  be  the  case,  it  would  be  a  galling 

hardslup ;  but,  Sir,  I  think  tliat  if  the  legislature  were  ouuf 

to  decide  tliat  there  was  to  be  no  religious  drfference  as  (f  > 

eligibility  to  such  offices,  men  of  talent  and  cliaracter  wouldi 

not  be  repulsed  ou  the  ground  of  their  being  Roman  CatJiot 

lici«.     Roman  Catholics  are  not  now  Qppot»cd  when  claiming ' 

admisKion  to  the  other  offices  which  are  open  to  them ;  and  if 

tliis  bo  the  case,  why  »Iu>uld  the  disqualirtoalion  ap]>Iy  to  thi4 

House  or  to  die  Hou  se  of  Peers  ?     1  al  way  s  tlujugli  l  i  t  olje  qf ' 

the  proudest  l>oa9ts  of  an  Englishman,  that  every  office  of  th« 

State  was  open  to  him,  no  matter  how  humble  his  origin.  It  is 

not  for  me  to  undervalue  this  great  privilege,  filling,  a>^  I  do, 

however  miworthily,  a  principal  office  in  the  State ;  but  witt^ 

wliat  face  could  I  turn  to  a  Roman  Catholic  and  &ay,  *'  s^ 

matter  what  may  be  your  talent — no  matter  wtiat  may  bq 

your  iiualilication.s  for  office— you  are  a  Catliolic,  and  caunat 

l)e  admitted  ?"*     And  if  1  were  to  say  this,  and  were  to  be 

asked  the  reason  why,  the  explanation  must  be  of  a  mcMi 

degrading  nature,   as    1  must   say,  "because  you  are  no|j 

considered  worthy  of  trust — because  we  cannot  believe  you 

upon  your  oatU."^    And  yet  you  call  such  a  person  to  server 

in  your  army,  you  call  him  to  serve  on  juries,  you  4'all  hiio 

to  every  duty  whicli  is  dauigcn>us  or  laborious;  but  all  plaot» 
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of  iM'iK^t  are  to  he  cl^nicd  to  him,  AnH  why  ?  Bccaii** 
you  say  be  does  not  |>o£H?»t  moral  !ion^8tv«  and  caiiTiot  be 
tnurtcd  in  a  country,  where  he  has  the  same  intorefft  as 
youraelTCAt  and  to  which  he  in  botuiil  hy  the  nuxip  ties  of 
kindred  and  affection. 

The  ptihlie  opinion  in  favour  i>f  the  remoral  of  Cathoh'r 
diaibilities  has  made  great  progrew*  m  this  eoontry  of  late 
y«us,  and  that  progress  is  iftill  going  on.  We  ought  not, 
howener,  to  forget,  that  wliilc  good  is  thus  speeding,  the 
{migress  of  evil  is  not  U*hs  nipid  in  Ireland.  In  this  mce 
of  contending  principles,  the  evil  will  overcome  tl»e  good, 
unless  its  retardatitm  shalt  l>e  effected  hv  thono  meaJiures 
which  arc  now  rccomniendetl  for  the  trniK|viillixntion  of 
Ireland.  When  I  hear  it  suggi.>sted,  that  if  it  shall  be- 
come necessary',  tranquillity  may  be  restorwl  to  Ireland  by 
fotee^  I  beseech  the  Hoiisl'  to  recollect,  tlint  if  tin-  (iovem- 
mcDt  should  ever  be  engaged  in  a  struggle  with  Ireland,  H 
would  not  merely  be  a  contest  with  the  people  of  that 
Goantry«  but  with  the  common  feeling  and  the  opinions  nf 
the  educated  and  Ivtter  port  of  the  popuUtion  of  this 
country.  Under  such  circumstances  and  where  so  many 
high  authorities  concur  in  the  views  which  1  take  of  this 
mbjcct,  and  who  doubt  the  wistlom,  to  say  the  Uast  of  it, 
of  the  re.strictions  which  now  exist— -it  would  surely  lie  fol- 
lowing the  path  of  ])rudence,  for  those  who  are  opixisi-d  to 
that  view  to  distrust  the  conclusions  they  hare  come  to. 
They  will  display  the  best  feeling,  and  act  with  the  most 
unquestionable  prudence,  by  yielding  with  a  good  grace, 
and  granting  now  that  which  they  will  not  be  able  much 
kmger  to  withhold.  ' 

My  honourable  and  learned  friend,  the  Altoniey-Genonil, 
Bays,  that  it  would  be  useless  to  gu  into  a  Committee  now,  se*?- 
ingthat  the  IIou.se  has  gone  into  committees  before,  vrithout 
beingabletoHndany  satisfacttiry  wcuriiies;  but  I  begtodif- 


304- 


ROMAN    CATHOLIC    CLAIMS. 


ferfrom  tliis  statement.  It  may  be  true  that  we  could  uot  liud 
such  securities  as  would  satisfy  my  honourable  aud  learned 
friend,  because,  perliaps,  none  can  be  devised  with  which 
he  will  be  satisfied  ;  but,  as  far  as  the  .sense  of  the  House 
i»  concerned,  those  securities  have  been  found.     The  bill  aTl 
1813  grew  out  of  a  motion  exactly  tlie  »aiue  as  tliat  novrj 
before  the  Mouse ;  and  in  that  bill  securities  were  proposedf 
although  they  were,  unfortunately,  not  carried  into  efTect^J 
If,  therefore,  my  honourable  and  learned  friend  thinks  Mi' 
curities  necessary,  it  is  clearly  not  impossible  that  tliey  may 
be  had. 

My  honourable  and   learned  friend  hat  recommended 
tlie  journals  of  the  House  to  the   perusal  of  the  younger  * 
memliers.     I  do  not  join  in  that  recommendation,  but  I 
ad%nse  my  honourable  and  learned  friend  to  read  the  two 
volumes  now  lying  on  the  table.     He  will  there  find  iha 
the  motion  of  1892  was  not  for  a  committee,  but  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill.     I  am,  however,  inclined  to  prefer  a  conwl 
mittee,  because,  in  Huch  committee,  any  proposition  that  tuaVj 
be  made  can  be  more  conveniently  consideretl.     I  am  con*J 
vinced  that  tlie  longer  the  remedy  proposctl  is  delayed,  the] 
greater  will  be  the  growth  of  tlie  mischief  to  which  it 
intended  to  Iw  applied.     I  shouKl  be  sorry  to  see  a  recurJ 
fence  of  events,  such  as  took  place  during   the  luitt  warJ 
We  have  already  made  many  concessions,  and  some  of  then 
too  mucli  in  the  prcR^ice  of  a  foreign  jxiwer,  and  haviugn 
too  much  the  ai>pearance  of  a  parley  with  an  armed  popuH 
latiun.     L.et  us  make  this,  the  most  important  of  all  our  i 
concessions,  an  act  of  grace  as  it  is  an  act  of  justice,     tt 
will  be  better  to  give  willingly  and  while  we  can,  that  which 
may  one  day  be  extorted  from  us. 

The  House  divided :    For  Sir  Francis  Burden's  motioD,   275--V 
A^nst  it,  266.    Majority,  in  favour  of  the  motion,  f>. 
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1,  .Tb0  Hovw  rw<4v«d  itwif  into  a  committM  on  thf  OfficrrA*  Pm-^ 
uans  Bill,  in  which  the  Cbaocellor  of  tiio  Exchequer  tnwrd.  thtt 
the  •uin  of  3,ilt>0/.  a  ypar  shouUl  be  tettled  uii  one  of  ihe  tii-auobe>*  of 
Mr.  Canning'*  Auiuly,  and  bo  lestud  in  trustees  for  Uie  u&e  of  bis 
famUy.  Af^er  the  tnotion  bud  been  supported  by  Lord  Morpeth,  Sir 
Robert  Wil«on,  hnrd  Opori:*'  Bentinek,  »nd  opposed  by  Lord  Althorp, 
Sir  M.  \V.  Hidley*  Mr.  IJumr,  and  Mr.  Banker, 

Mr.  Secretary  Huskisson  said,  Uiat  hanng  been  one  of 
Uie  nearest  anrl  dearest  friends  uf  the  lat£  Mr.  Canning, 
and  having  been  connected  vith  him  by  the  dofiest 
tjen  of  personal  attachment,  throughout  rather  a  long 
political  life,  lie  felt  {>erfectly  sensible,  before  he  came 
down  to  the  House,  that,  were  he  to  appear  prominent  in 
this  debate,  he  should  be  liable  to  the  reflection  of  being 
actuated  by  that  bios  which  this  connection  would  naturally 
MJggest.  Hl*  had,  tliertfore,  been  anxious  not  to  &ay  one 
wnnl  U{H)u  tlie  subject  l)eforc  the  HotlM^.  But^  after  the 
ttKch  of  hi»  honourable  friend*  who  had  sp<:)ken  la^t,  and 
flpokcD  ill  such  a  manner  of  his  lamented  friend — [here  Mr.  , 
lluakisaon  laboured  under  strong  emotion,  and  y>as  loudly  ■, 
cheervd  during  a  momentary  pause] — he  could  not  sit 
adieu t ;  and  with  all  thcM.*  disadvaiitagt*:^  pressing  around 
him,  he  could  not  refrain  from  giving  vent  to  the  feelings 
which  agitated  his  bosom. 

His  honourable  friend  hod  laid  great  stress  upon  w  hat  he 
was  pleoNxl  to  call  this  mischievous  precedent,  and  Imd 
asked  tlic  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequex,  whetlier  he  wishixl 
to  eatablish  such  an  example  as  this  grant  would  afford  ? 
Now,  his  right  honoural>1e  friend  meant,  on  this  occasion, 
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to  establtsli  no  precedent ;  and  lie  must  say,  that  he  looked 
with  some  suq)n&e  at  the  attempt  which  was  made  to  dwell 
upon  this  proposition,  as  one  which  constituted  a  serious 
precedent-     Wlial  was  the  fact  ?     Because  the  Parliameut 
had,  on  a  former  occa.sion,  taken  away  from  the  Crawn  cer- 
tain ofHces,  which  having  Little  duties,  or  being  sinecureSf 
were  no  longer  deemed  desirable  to  be  upheld,  but  whiclij : 
ha<l  been   previously  bestowed  as  a  reward  for  eminent] 
services,  and  vestetl  this  power  in  the  Crown  by  way  of  in^j 
demuity,  they  were  to  be  told  Uiat  they  werecrealinga  new  o£^\ 
fice,and  proposing  an  extravagant  waste  of  the  public  money.  ' 
He  remembered  that,  when  the  new  arrangement  was  maiie,g^| 
by  wiuch  the  Crowu  surrendered  its  prerogative  of  reward-; 
ing  by  offices  of  tlus  description,  it  was  asked,  would  they.L 
limit    tlic  C'r4)wn  by  the  new  act,  and  shut  it  out  from  tlie 
means  of  rewarding  able  and  faithfid  services  ?     To  this  UA 
was  at  the  time  answered — he  forgot  whether  it  was  bv  hiiA 
honourable   friend  himself— that,   whenever  a  ^tecial  ca 
arose,  it  could  only  be  necessary  to  make  applicAtion   tQ^j 
Parliament,  where  a   desire  would  always  be  found   to  di; 
justice  to  eminent  services  {M?rfornie<l  for  the  state.     lo  1 
spirit,  on  this  occ-asion,  ministers  had  come  to  Parliament 
And,  how  were  they  met  ?   Not  by  a  fulfilment  of  the  forn 
pledge ;  but  by  an  exclamation — *'  You  are  going  to  creatt(] 
a  most  dangerous  precedent/'  The  answer  was,  tliey  were  oc 
going  to   create  any  such  evil,  but  were  merely  callinifM 
upon  Parliament  to  fulfil  its  own  cxprcsswl  anticipation  of 
claims,  for  the  performance  of  meritorious  f«rvicos  to  ih 
state.     The  Crown  hat1»  \ipon  contlitionA,  surrendered  tha 
which  it  need  not  have  olherwise  conceded  ;  and  it  was  hard  J 
to  say,  when  ministers  now  came  forwai'd  in  the  full  spirit ' 
of  the  contract,  that  they  were  attempting  to  intnxluce  a 
most  dangerous  precedent.     What  had  the  dea^l- weight  a«t 
to  do  with  this  discussion,  seeing  that  the  real  object  w«a 
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to  give  efficacy  to  aii  act  which  was  entirely  within  the 
i«ptrit  of  his  honourable  friend's  own  principle  of  economy  .■' 
The  arrangement  which  pervaded  the  act  given  to  the 
Crown,  when  the  sinecure  offices  were  abolished,  was  simply 
this: — the  Crown  was  emjwwered  to  grant  six  pensions* 
not  exceeding,  in  the  aggregate,  40,000/.  a-year,  to  minis- 
ters who  had  performed  eminent  public  services,  according 
to  their  different  stations  and  degrees.  If  tlie  Crown  were 
in  course  of  paying  the  whole  of  this  sum  (which  was  not 
the  case),  the  public  would  have  no  right  to  complain, 
according  to  the  strict  terms  of  the  agreement ;  for  it  was 
a  compensation  given  by  l*arliament,  in  exchange  for  the 
surrender  of  a  much  larger  and  more  valuable  amount  of 
patronage.     The  only  liraitfl  were  six  offices,  and  40,000/. 

What  was  the  present  pwposition  ?  To  grant  one  of 
these  for  life  to  the  son  of  Mr.  Canning,  in  consideration  of 
those  services  for  which  his  father  could,  imfortuiiatelvj 
no  longer  receive  reward  in  his  own  person.  This  entailed' 
no  increase  upon  the  principle  of  the  fund :  it  gave  one 
claimant  for  another;  it  substituted  one  life  for  that  which 
had  boon  withdrawn.  And  that  act,  be  it  remembered,  waa 
passed  in  times  of  infinitely  greater  pressure  upon  the 
finances  of  the  counlrj',  than  could  now  be  said  to  exist. 
It  was  passed,  likewiw,  while  a  t-ommittee  of  finance  was 
silthig,  and  with  a  careful  and  deliberate  attention  to  pub- 
lic economy. 

His  honourable  friend  had  said,  that  Mr.  Canning  had 
optionally  given  up  the  lucrative  situation  in  India,  which 
had  been  conferred  upon  him  when  his  Majesty  culled  him 
to  a  high  and  hononrable  Mtuation  in  his  councils  at 
home,  and  must  therefore  have  considere<l  what  he  had 
receivcfl,  as  a  full  e<|uivalent  for  that  which  he  had  surren- 
dered— that,  in  fact,  he  hwl  heartilv  exehange<l  the  foreign 
sM'vice  for  the  more  glorious  o|vuing  to  his  ambirion  at 

X  ii 


308 


PROTI&IOK    FOH    rllK 


tr 


IMayi 


hnmc.  Now,  upon  the  sense  entertained  by  Mr.Caj 
upon  what  iiis  honourable  friend  had  been  pleased  tn  call 
his  choice,  he  begged  to  be  heard  for  one  moment.  He 
regretted  to  he  obliged  to  make  reference,  on  such  an 
(Xjcasion,  to  information  derived  from  the  privacy  of  co&- 
fidential  intercourse.  He  would  however  state,  upon  his 
own  personal  credit,— >he  would  declare,  upom  his  own 
reputation  as  a  man,  in  that  house, — that  whatever  were 
the  feelings  of  others,  who  were  justly  nt'ar  and  dear  to 
Mr.  Canning,  it  had  for  years  been  his  own  warm  and 
anxious  wish — owing  to  circumstances  tluit  were  likely  to 
press  u|x}n  the  acute  and  sensitive  mind  of  ^uWi  a  man— to 
l)e  placed  in  »ome  public  situation,  however  it  miglit  sacri- 
fice or  compromise  the  fair  and  legitimate  sa>pe  of  lii» 
ambition,  whieh,  while  it  ennbleil  liim  to  jx'rfonu  adequate 
public  services,  would  enable  liim  also  to  place  u{K)u  a 
better  footing  his  wife's  private  fortune*,  which  he  had 
decreased,  and  the  inheritance  of  his  childrof^fvrhicli  heliad 
imiwiired.  He  would  not  go  so  far  us  to  say  that  tliis  was  a 
projtpect  fixed  upon  Mr.  Canning^s  mind,  or  an  object  tliat 
he  was  bent  upon  pursuing,  for  it  was  diificiUt  to  trace  the 
springs  of  so  susceptible  a  tcni])erament ;  but  under  the 
circumstanceH,  it  was  quite  natural,  contiidcriug  his  meank 
and  his  familvi  that  while  he  honourably  sought  a  situation 
to  render  service  to  his  country,  he  should  not  be  imnundftt) 
of  the  means  of  repairing  the  fortune  of  his  funuly,  which 
he  had  diminished  while  in  the  service  of  that  country. 

His  honourable  friend  seemed  to  think,  that  in  thate  con- 
flicts between  the  acceptance  of  particular  offices,  and  the 
performance  of  different  duties,  thedeoisjons  were  perfectly 
optional.  This  was  an  egregiints  mistake^ and  a  wrong  view 
of  the  springs  of  human  action.  It  was  not  the  principle 
which  governed  public  men  in  this  country^ — he  lulled 
and  believetl  not.  The  principle  of  Mr.  Canning  was,  wlien 
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HiH  Majt'Htv  tiuil  fonnally  cidUtt  u|Km  liiiu  to  Uttvgit  one 
MtuAtion  ami  iitl  aiiolluTf — luit  tu  luuL  U)  the  ri^lit  or  m 
the  lefu — not  t(i  ouii«idL-r  vnwlument,  but  public  iluty,  aiid 
to  iil>cy  the  (tiriuTiandii  uf  U'lh  Sovereign,  if  th^re  wu 
ocAJiing  in  the  luilure  of  the  proposition  submtttr<l  (o  him 
iocoin|Mtible  with  hu  public  priucipleH  uul  |wmmiiJ 
honour,  ile  bod  in  his  pooseskiou  a  letter  writtru  by  Mr. 
fanning,  a  very  few  uu^ntli!*  aflor  the  time  when  he  had 
cbccffuUy  relinquished  the  golden  (iToe|>eet«  of  the  i^t, 
and  when,  as  bin  honourable  friend  Ercnird  (o  think,  be 
waa  iudulging  tiie  gralitication  of  his  splendid  ambition,  in 
which,  6|H*iiLiiig;  of  the  toils,  and  anxietiei,  and  jwins^  of 
hiA  othciol  hituatiuii,  ho  used  tliese  expreoaive  wordiA — 
#  Would  to  God  tJiot  1  won*  now  on  board  the  *  Jupiter  T** 
— the  name  of  the  ship  destined  for  hiA  voyage  to  India. 
Ho  much,  tlierefore,  fur  Ink  biniented  friend'a  p'ntifying 
o|tti(Hi !  ^io  nmeh  for  the  plea'sures  and  pn>litK  of  otfice* 
which  he  was  i>up])otied  lo  liave  enjoyed  with  no  luucb 
faction  !  •     ' 

^*  He  entirely  otincurred  in  the  cxprewon  of  his  honourabU' 
friend*!*  opinion  upon  the  necesaity  of  enforcing  a  princi(Ui- 
«/  economy  ;  but  if  he  was  iwl  mistaken,  hi*  honouralile 
firicDd  bad  more  than  once  admititHi,  ihjil  ihi.-  )frent 
oAdm  of  the  Htate  wi>re  not  in  tliia  cotintry  overpaid.  Fur 
httmelf,  be  had  indeetl  alwayn  objected  to  havinx  their 
saUrieD  or  cmobunonts  increased,  nod  hod  always  thought 
it  would  Ik*  a  nto«t  miwise  policy,  not  with  n'^rd  to 
coonoaiy  alone,  to  rai«e  the  fittjvndu  iif  the  high  fif1ici.T«  nf 
state.  Hiif  rea^m  for  so  thinkitig^  bait  lireu,  becaust-  in  u 
country  like  tlii",  [MmseHMtl  of  u  wealthy  liri^tlH'raty  ^nd  of 
»  nundicr  of  coinuioneRt  of  large  fortum-,  talenU  well  fruited 
to  the  fltarvice  of  the  ntate  must  often  be  found,  to  wliooi  the 
balary  nf  ulHee  would  be  no  object,  bucb  a  feclin|r  4»uf(lt(, 
(Ml  |>riDciple,  to  1x-  eiUlivated  ;  while  at  tlie  Houke  timc»  tlie 
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Oown  ^hollUl  not  Ik*  prcvcntfti  iVoni  looking  elsewhere  fopj 
[|  aid  if  necessary, —  should  not  be  deprived  of  cttUing  into  ita 
service  those  talents   which  luight  be  found  placed  in   lesaJ 
fortunate  circumstances  in  the  community.     He  should  be 
stirry  to  sec  the  Crown  restricted  in  the  privilege  of  Ix^nefit-  ' 
ing  hy  the  talents  of  any  of  these  classes,  whether  by  being  j 
excluded  from  the  choice  of  servants  among  the  less  wealthy 
ranks,  or — which  he  would  be  still  more  sorry  for — by  bcinj 
tied  down  to  tht  aristocracy,  to  the  exclusion  of  whatever] 
abilities  might  olfcr  themselves  in  other  quarters.     Hjs  con-J 
elusion  therefore  was,  that  it  was  a  wise  principle  to  keep] 
the  salaries  of  high  and  eificicut  offices  at  a  comparative  lov] 
rate;  and  whenever  great  services  had  been  received,  audi 
want  of  adequate  means  the  result  to  the  individual  or  hit] 
family,  to  come  down  to  Parliament,  once,  perliaps,  in  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  to  make  un  appeal  for  the  pa^'mentJ 
of  the  debts  of  some  minister  like  Mr.  Pitt,  or  some  pro*] 
i  vision  for  the  family  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Canning.     T^bJ 
was  an  iuliniti-ly  more  economical  course,  than  any  pio-1 
ject    for    raising    the    salaries  of  ollicers   of   state,   which 
would   entail  a  pennanent  and  tixed  expense  to  the  nation. 
Instances  would  often  occur  wlien*  as  at  present   in   the 
,  case  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,*  or  iu  tlmt  of  the 
,  late  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart  men  tj-f  salary] 
would  be  nothing.     These  distinguished   persons  bavini 
always  large  establishments,    would  have   to  incur,  in  cmw] 
sequence  of  oHicial  station,  little  or  no  additional  expendi-j 
I  ^  tore.  Many  persons  who  had  filled  otKce  received  more  than 
their  official  sjdary  as  the  reward  for  their  services.     Lordi 
Grcnville,  for  instance,  had  received  other  rewards  besides 
Uie  salary  attached  to  the  office,  which  he  liad  iiUed  with  so 
mucli  honour  to  himself,  and  so  much  advantage  to  the 
country.     He  mentioned  thb,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing 

Uui      •  The  Bnt\  of  Dud1e>-.  t  The  Alarquis  of  LtuiKdownc, 


'.18^8.] 


K\HII.Y    OV   MK.    CANMIMO. 


dii 


'  that  his  }tonuiiraMe  friend  was  not  borne  out  in  Iiih  argu- 
''nient  on  that  jwint,  by  a  reference  to  fact!*.  The  IxrHer  and 
more  economicAl  course  would  be,  not  to  auf^ent  nalarie^, 
'•but  to  leave  the  door  open  for  any  spetial  case  like  the 
present,  which  ParltaniciiC  might  think  Bt  to  considtr. 

Another  charge  of  his  honoitrAble  friond  was,   that  Mr. 
Canning  liad  expendet!  a  large  sum  of  the  public  money, 
for  iitting  up  his  private  residence-     Now  he  ilid  not  know 
ihc  amount  laid  out  ujxjn  ihct»fficcin  Downing-strcet ;  but 
''he   knew  that,  v\th  the  extension  of  the  buKinesi  of  the 
Foreign  Office,  it  had  iK-conK-  neeetsary  to  enlarge  the  build- 
ing ;  and  when  the  exjK'dicncy  and  value  of  |X'rsunuI  rv*i- 
dence  was  evident,  and  when  it  waA  conBidenxi  that,  in  thut 
^toe]ghbourh<K)d  it  was  not  eoHy  to  obtain  a  house,  with  auit- 
'  able  accomnuKlation    for  ntaintaining  the  t>ca\c  of  honpita- 
•■lity  M-hich  the  office  rc(piired,  ho  thouglit  it  not  too  much, 
'that   some  ex|M:n»e  sliould   be  incurred  to  secure  such  a 
'public object;  but  he  rauKt  re|>eat,  that  thai  exjienae  cvndd 
not  have  amounted  to  any  thing  like  the  sum  mentioned  by 
phis  honourable  friend,  in  the  way   in  which  he  had  put  it. 
Hin  honourable   friend    had    »aid   that,   intttead  of  the 
'country  l)eing  a  debtor  to  Mr.  Canning  for  his  services,  she 
*Wa»  his  creditor  on  account  of  the  eX|X'nditurc  of  which  he 
[llad  been  the  cause,  uiui  which  had  taken  place  in  the  foreign 
department   while  he   was   in  office;    and  Iuh  honourable 
riend  had   told  tliem  to  look  to  Portugal,  to  Greece,  and 
\o  the  ]jassage  of  the  Pruth  by  the  Russians.     Now,  e>'ery 
P^aiiound)le  member  must  see  the  utifaimess, — for  he  could 
^ttot  call  it  by  a  milder  name, —  of  discussing  such  questions 
cm   the   present  occasion.      Standing  there  as  a  minister 
of  the   Crtiwn,  and  a   ct>lleague    of  the   late    Mr.    C'an- 
Tuog,  willing  as  he  was  to  encounter  all  the  responsibility 
of  those  meamires    upon   which    hi^i    honoumble   friend 
opposite  had    jiOMed  ituch  a  aweeping  eondemnutJmi,  and 
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leady  aa  he  v/as,  on  tbe  iit  occusion,  to  enter  upon 
the  defeuce  of  those  measutrs,  he  would  confess  be 
felt,  and  sure  iie  was  it  was  a  feeling  in  which  the 
HouBC  participated,  that  it  waa  exceetUngly  unfair  to 
introduw  tiueh  a  suhjei-t  into  tliis  di«:uMioD.  This  much  he 
would  say  to  his  honourable  friend,-— that  the  expedition 
to  Portugal  was  sent  out  with  tlie  concurrence  of  e^'ery  Mi- 
nister who  then  snt  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  die  measure  had 
been  approvetl  of  in  another  House,  by  the  illustrious 
Duke  who  now  presided  over  his  Majesty's  Councils  Tie 
would  say  more,— that  that  expedition  was  scot  out  to  de- 
fencf  the  oldest  ally  of  this  country  against  foreign  uiachiiui- 
tions  and  aggression,— that  that  was  the  sole,  entire,  and 
definite  purpose  for  which  it  was  sent  there;  and  that  it 
had  completely  accomplished  tliat  purpose.  Tlic  inde- 
pendence of  Portugal  had  been  preserved.  She  had  been 
Kcured  against  foreign  invasion,  and  those  dangers  had 
been  dissifiated,  against  wliich  they  Iiad  been  called  upon, 
by  the  faith  of  treaties  and  by  the  policy  of  this  country, 
to  provide.  Nevertheless,  his  honourable  friend  would  ren- 
der Mr.  Canning^s  memory  responsible  for  the  expenses  of 
this  expedition — tic  would  charge  the  purse  of  his  family* 
if  he  coidd — and  lie  would,  if  it  were  in  his  power,  call 
upon  theui  to  pay  for  that  expedition  witli  their  last  ahil- 
l&Dg.  Nay,  Ins  honourable  friend  would  go  still  further* 
and  charge  upon  the  memory  of  Mr.  Canning  that  folly  and 
infatuation  wliich  evil  counsels  had  produced,  in  the  in. 
stance  of  the  Prince  Aegcnt  of  Portugal. 

But  the  Russians,  forsooth,  had  passed  the  Pruth  .'  aad* 
according  to  his  honourable  friend,  it  was  quite  just  that 
Mr.  Canning  should  be  held  resj)onsible  for  that  likewise^ 
The  present  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  the  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  the  present  state  of  tilings  in  tlic  caHt  of  £uropc ; 
but  he  did  not  anticipate  any  such  direful  consequences  to 
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lU*  eonntry  from  tb«m,  as  Ms  bonouralik*  friend  sr«incd  to 
afHitehaad.  Ncvcrthclers,  U.>t  the  consequences  be  whnt  thry 
might,  he  would  tell  his  honourable  friend,  that  but  for  the 
policy  of  Mr.  Canning,  t)i«  parage  of  the  Pruth  would  have 
been  cffeclcii  luog  sioce,  and  uitdtr  circumKtances  bv  nn 
vaon  to  fiiTOUTable  to  thU  country,  m*  those  under  which 
it  had  now  occurred. 

Hifl  bunnural)le  friend  had  alluded  to  tiM  furce  in  thi- 
Mediterranean,  and  had  laid  the  expenditure  and  the 
oouurreoccs  there  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Canning.  Did 
hilt  botiourable  friend  never  hear  that  the  Mrditerrmuran 
hod  Ixfn  infcKUxl  by  niinieroUK  pirulcBr' — tttat  tlic  cor»- 
oicrce  of  all  nation:^,  and  partfcularly  Hnti»>h  i-onuuerce) 
bad  fuffcred  severe  loMe«  in  L-onsettuencc  of  their  deprcda- 
tiunn  ?  It  was  to  put  down  that  system  of  piracy  that  the 
force  bad  been  sent  out  to  the  Mediternmcan ;  and  do 
Maofclv  could  attach  to  his  lamented  friend,  ur  to  thoite  who 
concurred  with  bini  in  the  policy  of  twnding  out  that  force, 
if  a  Klt(x;k  Itad  af(erwurd»  taken  place,  which  had  never 
been  aiitici[>attHt,  as  one  of  tlie  confie<)uences  of  tliose  iiw 
Htructions  which  Mr.  Cannini^,  in  the  diM*hargeof  his  dut^ 
to  the  country  and  tlie  Crown,  had  prepared.  '^ 

The  next  point  to  which  his  hunoiirahle  friend  ha<l  ad*- 
rert«d,  wneone  ujKnj  which  it  wa«  dchirable  that  no  diacua- 
aon  Khould  have  lieen  provoked.  Hia  noble  frienil,  who 
ha^l  addreMcd  tJie  liouHe  with  to  much  elotjuence  ami  feel- 
ing, had  adverted  to  the  delay  which  had  taken  plaiv  in 
bringing  forward  this  jjroiwMtion.  Now,  he  couhl  aMert, 
that  there  did  not  exist  in  the  late  Administration,  any  in- 
dii^otldoii  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  family  of  Mr. 
Canning;  and  he  could  jiositivcly  say,  that  in  tlw  present 
Administration  there  prevailed  one  unanimous  cimourrenre 
in  the  pre««nt  proposition,  and  tliat  the  delay  which  hiul 
place  was  not  to  l>e  attributed  to  any  desire  on  llwir 
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"part  to -defeat  tfie  object  of  the  proposition.  All  personal 
I'-'  feelings  had  been  laid  aside,  when  tliis  question  came  to  be 
r  considered  by  them.  All  angry  passions  were  for  the  time 
forp3tten,  and  they  approached  the  consideration  of  the 
i|uestion  as  public  men,  hxiking  only  to  the  cireunistances 
which  had  reference  to  the  public  serWces  of  the  man,  and 
the  lo&s  which  his  family  had  sustained  by  his  death.*^  la 
^'tliis  they  imitated  the  great  example  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  at  a 
period  when  the  finances  of  the  country  were  greatly  em- 
barrassed, notwithstanding  the  many  artgry  and  riolent 
encounters  which  had  taken  place  between  them  in  ParHa^ 
ment,  was  amongst  tlie  foremost  to  supjwrt  the  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and,  with  the  characte- 
ristic virtue  of  great  men,  laid  aside  all  recollections  of  the 
differences  which  had  pre\'ailed  between  him  and  his  lost 
rival. 

He  felt  that  he  had  already  trespassed  too  long  on  the 
[''attention  of  the  House.  He  would,  iiowever,  say  this  of 
I**  Mr.  Canning, — that,  during  t!ie  eourw  of  a  long  |>aHia- 
mentary  hfe,  he  had  known  all  the  great  men  who,  for  the 
last  twenty^tivc  year«,  had  served  their  country,  and  tliot  he 
never  knew  one  of  them  who  had  exceeded  Mr.  Canning  in 
the  exclusion  of  every  thing  of  self,  when  concemcd  in  the 
discharge  of  public  duties.  In  his  anxiety  to  discharge 
those  duties,  he  was  regardless  of  all  other  considerations. 
His  desire  for  power  arose  from  his  love  of  fame  ;  and  his 
constant  exertions,  wliile  in  }x>wcr,  were  directed  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  fame  of  his  country.  Animated  with 
these  feelings,  he  had  lighted  up  that  flame  in  the  Peninsula 
which  had  blazed  throughout  Kurope,  and  had  at  last  re- 
store<i  the  peace  of  the  continent.  The  same  feelings  influ- 
enced him  in  the  latter  part  of  his  career — the  same  desire 
still  animated  his  breast,  to  promote  the  good  and  to  ad- 
vancc  the  greatness  of  his  country.     The  anxiety  which  he 
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exhibited,  and  the  incessant  cxcrtiona  which  he  devoted  to 
the  accuiiiplisliiui.'fit  uf  (hat  great  object,  dt^truyed  a  franie 
rhich  liad  been  otherwise  robust,  and  caused  hi»  {iremature 
ieccAse — too  soon,  ala^  !  for  his  country*  though  not  for  hi» 
3wn  fame.    He  last  saw  his  lamented  friend  in  tlic  month  of 
July.     His  health  was  then  drooping — hi«    strength  was 
^goAc,  and  his  frame  was  fiast  sinking  to  decay;  but  his 
spirit  wiLH  still  asf  young  as  evor,  and  hit.  enthusiasm  in  the 
cau^  nf  his  country  knew   no  bounds.     If  Ids  Linicntcd 
Ineud  had  errors,  they  were  tlie  erron  of  a  great  mind.    In 
none  of  tlie  illustrious  men  who  luid  yielded  themselves  up 
the  calls  of  public  duty,  had  he  seen  the  same  devoted- 
;of  Miul  to  the  cause  of  tlie  country,  which  had  been 
uniformly  exhibited  by  Mr.  Canning,  with  the  exception  of 
Nelson,  an<l,  ui^  their  feelings  were  similar,  so  their  fate  was 
[tlie  same ;  for  both  haii  fallen  in  thr  ser\ice  nf  their  country. 
If  departed  spirits  retained  tlie   feelings  which  animated 
Lthem  in  their  earthly  sojourn,  sure  he  was  tlint  tho«c  kindred 
pirils  were  still  jKTvadwi  with  the  desire  tor  Jrlngland's  fame 
\0Sid  Knglond's  greatness.  That  was  the  all-per\ading  ambi- 
tion which  inHuenced  the  public  conduct  of  Mr.  Canning, 
and  it  was  on  that  account  that  he  colled  on  the  House  to 
Jopt  the  pn-'sent  motion.     His  honourable  friend  opptjsite 
ad  calculated  what  hereckomtl  Mr.  Canning  to  have  cost 
be  country',  and  had  estimated  it  at  sixty  thousand  pounds. 
So  doubt  hit  honourable  friend  had  discharged  what  he 
juceived  to  be  a  public  duty,  in  op|x>sing  ttiis  proposal ; 
^but  gladly  would  the  family  of  Mr.  Canning  relinquish 
Qore  than  sijcty  thousand  pounds,  if  they  could  have  r^ 
L>red  to  them  that  parent  who  hod  fallen  a  sacritice  to  his 
to  his  country. 


^'  The  cominTtfcc  divided  :  For  the  motion,  161.  Against  it,  54. 
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Mas  19. 

The  Uuusc  bein^  in  a  comniittcc  od  tlio  Bill  for  disfranchising  East 
Retford,  and  transferrin!;;  the  fmnchise  to  Birmingliani,  ATr.  Kirholson 
Calvert  moved  an  amendment  to  the  preamble,  that  it  «hoti1d  be 
transferred  to  thp  hundred  of  Ba^wtlnw,  Upon  which,  Lord  SandoD, 
referrii)(i:  tii  the  fute  of  tho  Fenryn  Disfrnnchisvmont  Bill  in  lh« 
Lords,  remindod  Mr.  HiiskisMin  pf  his  d«cUi-atiun,  that  *  if  thera 
waa  only  one  case  of  delinijuoncy  bcfnre  the  IIoukc,  ho  shmild  rccum* 
mend  ind  suppurt  tlie  trniisfer  of  the  franchise  to  Home  ^o&t  com* 
nuTL-ial  town/  and  claimed  his  vole  in  favour  of  the  prosi'Ot  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Huskissun  said,  that  his  noble  {riend  w«a 
not  incorrect,  as  to  what  had  fallen  from  liini  on  a  former 
occaMMi ;  but  when  he  said,  that  if  ibey  adopted  the  propo- 
flition   of  the  honourable   member  for  Hertfordshire  they 
would  create  a  precetlent  for  future  occasions,  he  could  not 
adroit  the  principle,  that  the  franchise  Klundd  fdwayi»  in 
future  be  transferred  to  a  great  town  whenever  any  borough 
might  be  disfranchised.     The  House  might   make  a  bml 
selection ;  and  as  what  his  riglit  honourable  friend  near  htm 
bad  said,  related  only  to  a  choice  between  two  towns*  n 
his  opinion  hntl  beeti,  that  it  would  be  better  to  exten<l  the 
|francliit%  to  the  iieighbuurhoud  of  the  town  which  had  fur- 
I  pierly  enjoyed  it,  rather  than  to  a  distant  ]>art  of  tite  km^- 
[iloni.   Now,  as  to  the  present  course,  it  shotdd  be  recollectrdi 
that  when  the  House  first  took  n[)on  itself  to  ptmisli  for  cor- 
ruption, it  did  not  disfranchise  any  borough,  but  considered 
that  a  corrective  was  applied  by  llirowing  the  liberty  open 
|"lo  the  vicinage.     Tliis   had   been   done  in   the  cases  of 
j  Bhorehuin,  Aylesbury,  and  other  places ;  and  the  orguiiMmt 
rin  favour  of  that  course  was  stretigthenetl,  when  Uiere  weft! 
rinimbere  id  any  place,  who  had  not  vitiated  their  franchise 
[l>y  Ubing  it  for  corrupt  jmqwscs.  In  such  cases,  Parliament 
''had  no  right  to  take  away  the  franchise,  and  thus  punish 
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innocent  peraotu  for  guilt  incurred  by  otWs.  The  pvoptv 
sition,  however,  of  the  honoiirahle  inemKr  for  Hi-rtfurd- 
fthire,  wiu  not  to  infuse  ircsh  blood  into  the  borough,  by 
letting  in  the  frwjholdt'rs  of  the  viciongo,  but  lo  deml  vrith 
£a.Ht  Retford  as  they  had  donu  witli  Gntiupmind ;  an<i  th«t>, 
by  giving  tiic  franchi'te  tn  the  neighbouriuKxl,  to  create  m 
nt&m  repRcmtmtion.  Umln'  thaw  circunwuncecs  he  felt 
great  difficulty,  nnd  winhinl  to  posljiom'  the  docitdon,  until 
the  fate  of  the  other  hill  whifh  hiid  \m.xx\  sent  up  to  tJie 
Ltkrdfl  couUI  l}p  known. 

The  Mimmittcc  divided  :  For  the  amrfidmf  nt,  Hfi.   Apmimt  tt,  t3K, 
rpOfi  IhU  ooeMon,  Mr.  l(trJ(i«wm  vuUhI  wilk  tlir  inlmw-trr. 


KAKF  RETFOKU   UlSKRANCIMSEMKNT  BIU— 

MIfc.  ilUgKlS84iN*<i  bTATRMRNT,   HRSPKCTIMl   \\\& 

KUMOVAt.  FUO^  OFFICE. 

Mr.  Tvunxiion  bavia^  moved  tltr  order  of  th«  day.  for  froini;  Intn  • 
MMUttr*  n»  Uiia  bill, 

Mr.  HusEiasoN  rose  and  said  : — Sir,  the  circumnianc^ 
ier  which  I  oHVr  myself  to  your  notice  will,  I  trust,  be^ 
$peak  for  nie — that,  of  which  I  shall  staiul  mj  much  in 
netd — die  jMticnt  indulgence  of  this  House,  without  my 
making  any  elaborate  ajijK'al  to  their  good  feelings. 

NotwitbsUinding  the  example  4)f  modern  times,  niorr 
especially  the  prec^tlents  of  the  lu^t  iK*N<>ion,-^ni>twithstun(l- 
iag  tlic  ttp]M.-ul  ju.st  uialIc  to  me  by  Ok*  hunuurubU*  member 
who  has  moved  the  order  of  the  day, — I^  for  ooc,  am  not 
pmpared  to  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  that  a  minititcr  of  the 
Crown,  on  quitting  his  Mojc-jty^s  ftcrvice,  is  necessarily 
called  upon  to  give  an  account,  either  to  l*arliamcut  or  tu 
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il^  country,'  of  flie  grounds  on  which  he  has  ceased  to  hold 

t-officc.     For  all  that  he  may  have  done,  for  any  thing  which 

;<the  may  have  omitted  to  do,  in  his  official  capacity,  he  is 

^r^ponsible :  and  T  trust  that  I  am  not  less  prepared  than 

any   of  my  predecessors   to  answer    any  questions,  or  to 

render  a  full  and  explicit  account,  in  these  respects. 

But  while  I  do  not  acknowledge  the  abstract  obligation 
of  explaining  why  I  am  no  longer  in  office,  I  am  willing  to 
admit  to  tlie  honourable  member  for  Blechingly,  that  there 
are  peculiar  circumstances  in  the  present  instance  which^  in 
k  justice  to  the  countrj',  and  in  justice  to  myself  as  a  public 
character,  render  such  explanation  necessary  and  expedient. 
When  my  right  honourable  friend  *  last  year  retired  frtim 
[  the  post  which  he  occupied,  he  found  it  necessary  to  explain 
I  the  motives  which  had  led  him,  voluntarily  though  reluc- 
tantly, to  resign  a  situaticm  in  which  he  had  done  such 
worthy  service  to  the  country.  I  have  to  state,  not  the 
motives  which  influenced  me  in  relinquishing  office,  but  the 
circumstances  which  have  caused  my  removal  from  it.  Of 
the  motives  for  that  removal  I  can  explain  nothing.  They 
belong  to  others;  and  all  which  I  will  venture  to  say  respecu' 
.  ing  tliem  is,  that  I  have  no  doubt  they  were  suggested  by 
what  appeared  a  sense  of  public  duly.  Hut  were  I  to  be 
silent  on  the  events  in  question, — were  I  to  allow  it  to  remain 
uncontradicted  that  I  had  lightly,  inconsiderately,  and  upon 
what  I  must  say  I  cannot  but  regard  us,  in  itself,  a  compara- 
tively trivial  occasion,  sent  in  my  resignation,  I  should  justly, ' 
I  think,  in  public  opinion,  be  held  responsible  for  an  im- 
proper sense  of  tlie  high  trust  confided  to  uie,  and  for  a  Bi^ ' 
regard  of  the  duty  whitli  I  owe  to  my  sovereign ;  for  inter- 
rupting at  a  most  important  period  of  the  session  the  course 
of  public  business,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament ;  for  baring 
thrown  the  Government  and  the  country  into  a  state  of 
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temporary  ernbarraMTDent,  fiuapcncling  not  only  the  ordinary 
march  of  affairs,  hut  at  a  uuiAt  difficult  and  critical  con- 
juncture,  involving  in  tlw  same  nispense  our  relatioos  irith 
our  allies,  and  the  duties  which  wc  had  to  [wrform,  as  well 
towards  them,  &s  for  tike  uioiutenance  of  harmony  and  goo^t 
understanding  ainongftt  the  powers  of  Kuro{>f.  Under 
such  cireuniKtances  to  have  resigned,  ax  it  i»  said  1  have 
resigned,  or  to  be  reiuoved,  as  I  contend,  I  have  been  re- 
movL'd,  without  some  sufficient  and  adequate  cause,  is  tliat 
myiitery  which  it  is  pr<T{>er  I  should  endeavour  to  cx])lain. 

The  House  will  rtwUect  that  we  have  had  before  us  in 
this  aes&iun,  two  bilk  for  diitfranchising  boroughs  accused 
of  corruption ;  and  that,  ut  an  early  period  of  the  iearion, 
the«c  bills  were  both  upon  our  tabic,  at  the  same  time  One 
of  the  bills  aflecled  the  elective  franchise  of  I'enryn,  an4^ 
it  waa  pro[H>!kxl  to  transfer  that  frimchise  to  Maiu'Iiestd^j 
The  other,  as  proposed  by  the  honourable  menil>er  icu^ 
Blechingly*  had  for  its  object  the  transference  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  from  East  lletfurd  to  Birmingham.  On  the 
Sl9t  of  March,  a  long  and  able  didcussion  took  |)liu!e  ujxiu 
the  latter  pro|xisal-  In  ilie  course  of  that  debate,  my  right 
honourable  friend  stated  in  »ul)stance,  that,  us  lliere  were 
two  bills  before  the  House,  he  stiouid  pn>{x>9e,  in  the  easQ 
of  one  (that  of  Penryn),  to  make  the  transfer  to  Manchester; 
— in  the  other,  too|xui  the  borough  to  the  hundred.  My  right 
boiKHirable  friend  argued  on  the  cx|jedieue.y  of  pursuing 
Ihia  courbe,  nuich  at  length  and  witlt  his  usual  ability.  He 
was  followed  by  several  gentlemen  <M  the  oppofiitc  side  of 
the  House,  who  took  a  diH'ercnt  view  fnim  him.  and  urged 
that  in  Iwth  cases  the  elective  fi-aiichiae  bbould  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  a)rrupt  IxinMighs  to  great  comn>crual 
town&.  I  came  down  to  the  Hou^  on  tlut  evening  Mrithout 
any  intention  of  taking  ]>art  in  the  diseustiion.  No  other 
person,  however,  but  my  right  hotrourablc  friend  liaving 
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a<idi*es8cd  the  House  from  the  bench  on  which  he  now  mUi,^  \ 
I  rose  very  late  in  the  debate,  and,  it  would  appear  that,,  I 
in   the  course  of  the  observations  which  fell  from  rac,  I^  | 
made  use  of  the   following  expressions:  **  Did  llic  presentJ 
ease  (East  Retford)  stand  alone,  I  certainly  should  recom- , 
mend  and  sup})ort  the  meaAureof  transferring  the  franchise, 
to  (Mime  great  commercial  town.""     I  do  a>^ure  the  Houw 
and  my  right  honourable  friend,  that,  in  making  thiade-^j 
clnration,   T  did  not,  at  the  time,  consider  myself  aa  out-,^1 
stepping  the  fair  Kjnrit  of  the  line  of  argument,   which  he  A 
himself  had  adopted.     I  wish  to  state  this  fairly*  because,  J 
in  the  situation  in  which  I  stand  it  in  my  duty  to  show-  that  A 
I  did  not  do  what  would  in  me  have  been  highly  improper,  A 
namely,  that  I  did  not  go  furtlier  than  what  I  distinctly  , 
understfxxi  to  be  the  view  of  my  right  honourable  friend ; , 
and   I  have  reason   to  know  that  thero  were  many  other,, 
members  of  tliis  Hovihc  who  entertained  the  same  opinion,! 
of  what  had   fallen  from  my  right  honourable  friend  as 
myself.     After  the  exjdanation  which  I  heard  from  him  in 
a  subsequent  debate,  I  am  ready  to  admit,   in  equal  sin* 
cerity,  that  this  was  by  no  means  a  necessary  inference,  and  . 
that  I  was  committing  myself  Ijoyond  the  point  to  which  \ 
my  riglit  honourable  friend  had  conmiitted  himself. 

The  Penryn  bill,  transferring  the  franchise  to  Man- 
chester,  ^mssed   this   House  on  the  Ist  of  April,  and  no  i 
further  prtx'ceding   was  had  on  the  Kast  iletford  bill   till 
the  19th  of  May.     I  understanci,  I  do  not  know  bow  cor- 
rectly, the  cause  of  this  delay  to  have  been,  that  ray  ri^C)] 
honourable   friend   liimself  suggested    to   the  honourable;, 
member  who  had  charge  of  this  bill,  to  make  it  what  be  ^ 
called  a  *' waiting  bill,^  depending  upon  the  fate  of  tha. 
other  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  it  was  proposed  to  take  a  further 
proceeding  in  tlic  case  of  East  Retford,  and  it  was  tbco 
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notorioim — IIS  I  iindonttfxxl  in  the  course  of  the  debate — 1<» 
ever)*  mcmWr  of  thin  1  louse,  that  the  Penrjn  bill  was  in 
such  A  Mate  in  the  ftous«  of  Lords  as  to  make  it  probable, 
nay,  I  amy  Miy  certain,  that  the  elective  fronchiRc  would 
either  be  pivcn  to  the  hundred,  or  that  the  bill  would  be 
rejected  altogether. 

I  am  not  at  liberty*  Sir,  to  discloec  any  thing  which  nuiy 
have  passed  elsewhere ;  but  this  uuich  I  may  say  without 
any  breach  of  coniidence,  and  for  the  accuracy  of  it,  if 
neoevnary,  I  can  appeal  to  my  noble  friend  the  lute  Secre- 
tary at  War,  that  my  right  honourable  friend  came  down 
Ui  the  I^Iouse  on  the  U)th  of  May  quite  aware  of  tlie  ex- 
tent to  which  I  was  committed  by  my  declaratiim,  already 
referred  to,  of  the  Slst  of  March,  and  that  all  my  colleagues 
knew  that,  in  fonner  cases  of  bills  of  <li«franchi semen t,  the 
mctnly.'r«  of  the  KiriftV  Government  ha<I  felt  themselves  at 
liberty  to  entertain  different  opinions,  and  to  take  diflcrent 
pttrts  in  the  progress  of  those  bilb  through  Parliament* 
On  this   tnpic    I   can  go  no  further. 

In  the  debate,  on  the  19th  of  May,  an  amendment  to  the 
preamble  of  the  bill  was  moved  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  county  of  Hertford,  not  simply  to  extend,  according 
to  prece<ient,  the  fmnchifto  of  East  Retford  to  the  free- 
boldrrs  of  the  hundred,  but  which  went  the  length  of  esta- 
bluhing  an  entirely  new  right  of  election.  This  right 
depended  upon  the  voter  being  rated  to  the  amount  of  SO/,  a. 
year — it  entirely  took  away  the  corporate  rights  of  East 
Retford;  and  while  it  provided  that  the  mayor  should  be 
the  returning  officer,  it  provided  also  that  na  man  tthould 
be  mayor  who  was  not  rated  to  the  annual  amount  of  40/.  a 
ye«r.  I  rtated  at  the  time  as  I  now  repeat,  that  this  pro- 
poaition  was  a  complete  anomaly  and  novelty  in  the  mode 
in  wWch  Parhament  had  hitherto  dealt  with  the  rights  of 
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electors  flntl  I  do  not  believe  that  my  honourable  friend  was 
prejMiretl  then,  or  that  he  is  prepared  now,  to  show  how  his 
niachinery  would  have  worked,  and  how  many  inhabitants 
of  East  Retford  would  have  possessed  the  right  of  voting 
under  thib  new  regulation.  How  the  returning  officer 
(whether  mayor  or  bailliff')  was  to  be  elected,  or  how  it  was 
to  be  ascertainet!  whether  he  was,  or  was  not,  rated  at  40/. 
a  year,  I  know  not.  The  whole  prtiposition  presented  so 
many  anomalies,  and  was  so  entirely  miprecedented,  it  was 
so  extraordinary  in  itself,  that,  offered,  as  it  was,  to  the 
House  without  notice  or  preliminary  information,  it  seemed 
to  me  in  every  rcR|>ect  objectionable.  Instead  of  remedying 
the  corruption  of  the  borough,  it  erected  one  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  Nottinghamshire  into  a  new  little  coimty,  and 
giving  to  it  rights  such  as  exist  no  where  else,  annihilated 
the  franehise  of  the  corporation. 

My  right  honourable  friend  confined  himself  to  noticing 
the    difference    between    this    projKxtition   and   the   mere 
transfer  of  the  franchise  to  the  hundred.     He  argued 
favour  of  the  hundred,  and  vindicated  his  own  condatencr' 
in  taking  that  course.     He  diowed,  I  think  successfullT, 
that  he  had  himself  in  the  former  debate  taken  a  line  which 
loft  him  free  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the   honourable- 
member  for  Hertfordsliire — barring  the  anomaly  which  it 
proposed  to  iritrotluce.     But  it  must  be  clear  to  every  bodr 
that,  however  finn  n>y  right  honourable  friend  might  stand 
upon  his  own  ground,  it  was  one  u|X)a  which  there  was  na 
possible  footing  for  mc.     The  more  he   fortified   his  own 
defence,  the  more  he  left  me  without  one — nay  the  greater  tl»e 
tenacity  of  his  own  successful  resistance,  the  more  it  seemed 
to  uivite  an  attack  (lliough  certainly  most  unintentionally) 
upon  my  defenceless  position.     Late  in  the  evening  it  was 
made  accordingly— -made  by  a  noble  friend  of  mine,*  and 
*  Lord  Sandon. 
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MwfCi^  T  ttix  qufcc  sure,  without  i\\e  smallest  pflrtkle  of  |>cr- 
aboaJ  or  (wlitical  hubtilitv  towarcU  niyM^lf.  1  usc*  liis  i>wn 
csptnudoii — "  I  claim  (he  voti^  of  tlie  SecivLury  uT  SUik* 
fur  the  Colonkt  Department.  1  cluijii  it  <>n  the  very 
gTWRuis  on  which  his  ri^ht  hunuurahlu  (x*11uu);ul<  has  re»ti<tl 
tlie  defence  of  hi»  own  consistency."  When  my  vote  was 
thus  claimed,  when  I  wa>  ihtis  specially  Hummoned,  to  re- 
deem a  positive  pledge,  ptdiUcly  Kiveii,  hud  I  any  ulterna- 
tive  ?  I  ro:»e  iounediately  after  niy  noble  friend  to  ac- 
knowledge the  pled^. -— And  here  my  right  honourable 
friend  viill  allow  me  to  reuiind  biin  that,  ab  I  roM,  he  said 
tame,  **be  sure  you  mark  the  diflVrenco  1>otween  what  I 
aaid,  in  a  foniier  debate,  and  your  declaration."  lodepcn- 
dsolly  of  the  wish  thuft  «|)eciHcuily  ex|>reued,  it  wa&nduty 
which  I  owed  to  my  rif^ht  liunourable  friend  to  endeavour 
to  do  so.  Hut  exactly  in  pr(»{>ortion  that  I  dwelt  upon 
that  difference,  did  I  unuvuidubly  point  to  the  diHerpnt 
roncluRiom  tr>  which  it  tnu9t  necessarily  lead  us-  For  the 
4Bkeof  Avaidin<7  the  inconvenience,  and  |Miin  to  me,  uf  tliut 
ilpp&rent  difrerence,  I  adverted  to  the  auomiduuA  novelty  of 
the  prupo^  brought  forward  by  the  member  fur  the  county 
of  Hertford,  and  on  that  ground  I  pro|x»ed  to  adjourn 
coniiog  to  any  vote  till  after  the  holidays.  Sir,  I  avow  the 
motive  of  my  pro))osid,  and  my  ri^lit  lumcmralde  frioiuU  ou 
the  Treasury  Beuch  know  very  well  to  what  I  allude,  when 
I  as}*  that  had  an  luljournuicnt  been  jiemiitted,  any  future 
diffoence,  which  nii^ht  have  been  manifet»tcil  in  the  pnv 
(giiiM  of  the  bill,  would  have  been  immaterinl.  l^]mn  sit- 
ting down  I  pressed  upon  my  right  honourable  friend  the 
expediency  of  flupporting  the  mljiHirnnieuL  He  ref)lied  to 
roe,  that  he  must  persevere  in  the  course  which  he  had 
taken  that  evening.  It  has  been  since  suggested  to  uie  by 
persons,  perhajis,  of  more  discretion  than  nivfeelf,  tliat  I 
might  have  sheltered   n»y  cimiistency  in  voting  with  my. 
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Tiglfii  honourable  friend,  umlfcr'  the  eTtftW  that  the  fate  of 
tJie  Pehryn  Bill  was  not  formally  known  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  Sir,  I  thought  at  the  time — I  HtiU  think — thai 
to  have  done  so  wonltl  have  been  a  paltry  jnibterfuge* 
Every  gentleman  who  had  spoken  in  the  debate — not  ex- 
cepting ray  right  honourable  friend  himself — had  owiimed 
—what  indeed  was  a  matter  of  incontrovertible  notoriety,— 
that  the  Penryn  Bill  would  be  amended,  either  bv  transfer- 
itig  the  franchise  to  the  hundred — or  that  it  would  he 
rejected  altogether.  In  the  former  altemotiTe  my  righl 
honourable  frieiul  had  indeed  a  waiting  case — and,  in  that 
altoi-native,  he  would  luive  bad  to  revert  to  the  suWitution 
of  a  town  instead  of  the  hundred  of  Bassetlaw.  But,  in  either 
alternative,  I  was  Iwund  to  give  my  vote  fi>r  a  town.  Ilg^ 
division  t(x>k  place  stxin  after;  the  House  adjourned,  and  I 
wt'ilt  home,  not,  however,  without  observing  the  intelligible 
looks  of  some,  and  hearing  the  audible  whisperings  of 
others, — Whether  from  these  omens  I  niagniiied  to  myself 
tlie  impression,  which  the  vote  might  make  in  other  (juarten 
next  morning,  T  will  not  pretend  to  determine. 

Perhaps  l'"t  for  some  such  excitement,  easily  conceirevl 
by  those  who  can  make  allowance  for  the  state  of  fatigue 
both  of  body  and  mind,  in  which  a  man,  not  in  strong 
health,  finds  himself  after  a  continuauce  of  fifteen  or  six- 
teeix  houm  of  inees^iant  attention  to  businefn,  I  lihould 
have  postponed,  till  after  a  niglit^a  rest,  making  any  eom- 
tnuoication  to  the  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  tlie  goven^ 
meiit.  A  cummunication  to  the  same  effect  I  am  bound, 
however,  to  state  that,  as  a  point  of  honour  and  courtesy, 
I  should  certainly  have  made.  It  miglit  have  been,  I  wiD 
freely  admit  it — more  cautiously  worded  than  one  which 
wa.5  written  hantily,  and,  perhaps,  under  a  too  sensitive 
feeling,  but  my  meaning  must  liavc  been  the  &ame.  That 
meaning  was  simply  this — that  having  voted  on  the  oppo- 


site  Htdc  of  the  Hou.sc  from  my  Hghl  bonourable  fricDd* 
(b(>wevLT  driven  to  do  wi  by  the  furce  of  circumstances, 
and  however  unimportant,  in  my  ricw,  the  occasion)  I  wns 
IxYimd  to  offer  to  pay  the  prict'  of  that  vote,  and  tn  rt'liL*%e 
the  head  of  the  govcruinent,  in  forming  hi«  own  judgntent, 
Irom  any  delicacy  which  h^  might  feel  towuxid  nic  pcr- 
■ooaUy. 

*  "  Under  these  impresnonii,  I  wrote  the  letter  which  I  am 
desirous  of  reading  to  the  House.  And  here  I  may  be 
allowed  to  lay,  that  I  feel  considerable  difficulty  how  to 
proceed;  in  what  way  to  avoid  this  dilficulty  has  occupied 
much  of  my  thoughts  in  the  course  of  this  morning.  On  (Jie 
one  liand,  if  I  btate  the  substance  and  import  of  thecorres- 
pondenoe  which  has  taken  place,  1  am  tn^ntuble  tliat  I  may 
omit  »otnething  important,  and  may  ex|iosc  myself  to  the 
suspicion  that  1  have  not  given  a  faithful  and  exact  repre- 
•eDtatkm  : — on  tlie  other  liaud,  I  know  how  irksome,  and 
lu>w  little  acceptable  to  the  Houue  will  be  a  full  detail  of 
the  correspondf^ce.  But  I  also  know  that,  on  giniilju- 
occajiions,  letters  of  the  kind  ha\e  been  read,  and  1  sliall, 
^th  the  permtaflBon  of  the  House,  follow  that  example. 
I  have  already  Mated  the  circumstances  in  which  I  was 
placed  ;  and  I  will  only  add,  that,  I  thought  I  was  dis- 
charging a  duty  imposed  upon  nie  by  a  point  of  honour. 
1'  am  free  to  admit,  that  if  the  letter  which  I  am  about  to 
nead  had  been  [>ostponed  for  a  few  hours,  it  would  have 
expressed  more  clearly  and  explicilly,  uhat  it  was  intended 
tt» convey.  It  was  marked  **  private  and  confidential**-^ 
was  datetl  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday^ 
Hay  SOth,  and  was  in  the  following  terms: — 

"  Downing  Suwel,  Tucftil«_\  M«imln(r,  2  a.m.  2'Nh  M»y. 
"  Ny  dear  Dnlt?,— Aft^r  the  vote  «hich,  in  rr|y;ard  tu  Dty  uwii  eon- 
^l«ncy  tad  pei'soaal  chftracter,  )  hmc  fouiifl  in)  scU.  Irani  the  cporte 
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of  this  evening's  dM>iitc,  compelled  to  ^ive  on  th«  East  Retford  qaes- 
tioo,  I  owe  tC  to  )tnl  as  Ui«  heud  of  tlic  adminiitratiOD,  and  to  Mr.  P«e| 
as  the  leader  of  the  flnuxe  of  Commons,  lu  lose  no  tiiuu  in  affbrdiog' 
yuu  an  opportuuily  of  placing  nay  office  in  olhi-r  hand?,  as  tUc  only 

^.means  in  m\  power  of  preventing  the  injury  to  tlie  Kiojj^'a  service, 
which  may  ensue  from  the  appearance  of  disunion  in  his  Majwtr's 
conDciU.  however  unfounded  in  reality,  or  however  ontiuportaiit  in 

'Itself,  the  question  ivliich  has  given  rine  to  that  appoarnnce. 

*'  Regretting  the  neceasity  of  trtjubling  you  with  thi&  comuunica* 
tioD,  bcUcre  me,  my  dear  duke,  ever  truly  your's, 

"  W.  HUSKISSON.'* 

This  letter  I  marked  "  private  and  confidential,'"  both 
inside  and  upon  the  cover.  I  then  sent  it  so  marked,  And  ; 
Bealed,  in  a  cabinet  box  to  Apslcy-boune.  It  will  bs 
evident,  therefore,  that  I  took  all  po&«ible  precaution  to  con- 
fine my  comtntinication  to  the  quarter  for  wliich  it  was  in- 
tended ;  and  I  really  must  say,  that  if  a  niemlier  of  govem- 
nient  cannot  have  intercourse  with  the  head  of  the 
administration,  either  in  confidential  oonverwitioni,  or — itt 
-nhat  must  often  be  the  unavoidable  substitute  for  it — an 
unreserved  coninumication  in  writing — without  ininutely 
scrutinizing,  and  cautiously  weighing  the  pouible  inter- 
pretation of  every  word  he  may  vise  in  such  a  private  and ; 
confidential  manner,  all  that  hah  recently  occurred  cannot 
surprise  any  one. 

I  may  here  be  permitted  to  say,  tliat,  in  the  cour^  of  ft  ] 
long  p)litical  life,  it  has  once  before  happened  to  me  to  ba 
placet!  in  a  siuiilar  Bituation.  In  the  month  of  May,  iHiiii, 
Lord  Londonderry,  then  the  leading  minister  in  this  House, 
moved  the  following  resolution — a  resolution,  be  it  renienv- 
bercd,  of  wltich  he  was  himself  the  aulhoi^— "  That  hii 
Majesty  be  enabled  to  direct  Exchequer  bills,  to  an  amotmt 
not  exceeding  one  million,  to  be  issued  to  CommisaioDcrs  in 
Great  Britain,  to  be  by  them  advanced,  under  certain 
regidations  and  restrictions,  whenever  the  average  price  of 
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.  wheat  fthaU  be  under  GOff.  per  quarter,  upon  fiuch  com,  tbc 
DWth  f^thc  United  Kingdmn,  ft.s  fUtnll  \k  deposited  in  fit 
^and  pro])or  varehousci*.*" 

Upon  that  ixvasion,  from  circumstances   which   I  need 

^Xkot  now  detail,  but   connected  with  the  hhart*  which  I  lutd 

»  hud  in  the  com  question,  and  with  the  preparing  of  the 

report  of  the  committee  of  the  preceding  year,  I  did  oppose 

the  reoolutiun  of    the  m>ble    n)arquis   altliuiigh    lie    had 

brought  it   forward  a»  a  measure  of  gt)TemnK'ni ;  uud  tbc 

nae  of  the  IIouw  was  so  »trongly  against  it,  that  it  was 

"^libandoncd.      I    went    the   ne\t    morning  to   the   Kiu-I  \yi 

"  Uverpool,  and  1  did  then  wlmt   1  huvc  (h>ue  on  the  recent 

occoainn,  but  without  a  Kiniilar  result.     I  iliought  inyvrlf 

.:l)ound  in  honour  to  take  that  course  then ;  aiul,  for  tbo 

same  rea«>u,  I  took  it  now. 

However  little  I    can  admit  that  this  letter,  so  marked 
**  private  and  confidential,"  uud  written  under  the  circum- 
stances before  described,  could  fairly  be  cuiihidcred  to  con- 
vey any  other  meaning  than  tluit  wliich  I  intended,  1  am^ 
from  maintaining  (it  ii>  not  necessary   fur  ine  to  maintain,) 
that  it  could  not  bear  a  different  construction.     It  appears 
to  havf  Ix-eii  received  by  the  noble  DukealMMit  ton  o'clock 
on  Tue&day  morning.     He  states,   that  it  surprised  him, 
and  I  must  suppose  tliat  he  was  the  more  sur])rised  as  my 
letter  only  referred  to  what  had  passed  in   the  House  of 
Cooinions  the  night  iK'fitns  without  entering  into  detail  or 
exjilanation  of  any  sort.     Notwithstanding  this  Aurpri.oe — 
notwithstanding  the  ftbsenet}  of  all  explanation — notwith- 
standing  the  6U|)erheription,  *^  private  and  cou6dential" — 
witlkout  seeking  fnr  explanation — without  oonunuiiieatlun 
of  any  a<irt  with  nie — witluiut  allowing  himE«lf  time  to  oon- 
«idereven  whether   his  own  construction  of  this  letter  was 
not  o{Kn   to  doubt— the  noble  Duke   hurried  nuav    to   St. 
Jmbb's,  and  laid  that  whicli,  in  ^  oUiMHioimieii^  of  .c^ 
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fidence,  had  been  intended  uiily  as  an  ACt  of  delicacy  tq* , 
^words  himself,  at   the  foot  of  the  throne,  mlvising  his , 
Majesty,  that  it  was  an  act  of  positive  and  formal  resig- 
ion.  . 

Being  at  my  office  between  one  and  two  oV'lock — on^^ 
here  it  is  material  to  note  tlie  hours — uiy  noble  friend,  ^the, 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aff'airs,  caiue  to  uie  upon 
public  business  of  great  importance  connectetl  witli  hie  own 
department.  We  discuttsed  it  togetlier.  At  the  close  of 
that  discussion  something  which  incidentally  dropped  from 
my  noble  friend,  led  me  to  tell  Iiim  of  what  I  called,  in 
f*describing  it,  a  little  act  of  unavoidable  insubordination, 
and  to  say,  iriiliiig  as  it  is,  political  punctilio  requiree  that 
I  should  offer  to  pay  the  price  of  it.  A  few  minuteb  after 
this  conversation,  the  noble  Earl  being  still  with  me,  I  ro- 
►  ceived  the  following  letter  from  the  iwble  Duke : — 

(Priviite.) 

"  Lnndon,  Muy  20lh,  182a    * 
"  My  dear  Huskisson  ; — Your  leUer  of  two  this  moi-ninp,  wliichT* 
received  at  ten,  has  surprised  me  mnt-h,  arxl  hiu  ifiveii  mo  ^rvat  con- 
cern.   1  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  lay  it  before  the  Kiug.     Ever 
your**,  moftt  sincerely, 

"  Weilikotoib.'' 
»  The  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Huiklmon."  ' 

1  immediately  put  the  letter  into  the  hands  of  my  noblp 
friend.  He  had  scarcely  read  it,  before  he  said,  '*  the  Duke 
has  entirely  mistaken  your  meaning,  I  will  go  instantly  and 
explain  the  mistake,  and  the  thing  will  be  at  once  set 
,  xight^  He  did  so  n-ithout  a  moment's  delay.  In  a  few, 
Biittutes  he  returned  to  \ue  to  say,  *^  I  have  not  met  wiUi 
the  success  which  I  anticipated,  the  I>uke  will  not  allow 
that  there  is  any  mistake,  and  persists  in  considering  your 
letter  as  a  positive  resignation,  when  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
pect (kai  he  would  be  glad  to  And  that  he  was  altogether 


I 


ler  a  misconception.  Hf  doe*  n"(  BeenTto  utMi(*»i 
what  pas<)ed  liusl  night."  ITpim  hearing  this,  1  wnt  ta 
Lord  Palmerston,  and  requested  of  him  to  wait  U|>un  the 
Duke,  and  explain  the  course  of  the  tranitactiun.  He  did 
80,  and,  returning  to  ine  about  five  o'clock,  told  me  that 
the  Duke  continue<I  to  adhere  to  the  same  construction.     I 

r 

no  sooner  found  that  this  was  the  case,  thaA  I  wrote  ogai^' 
to  the  noble  Duke  the  letter  which  I  will  now  read.  '^ 

( Privmle.) 
"  Uwwning  Street,  20th  May,  ^r.  «,  IMtf. 
'•*  My  dear  DuUc; — lUvlnp  undentooil  from  Lord  Dudley  and 
Lord  PaliVtcriiton,  that  ynu  hid  laid  my  lettirr  of  |«9t  night  b^fnrf)  tho 
Kut^  umler  a  diffvrvut  iiiipr«Miuu  from  Oial  which  it  wa*  tnt«ndvd  to 
coawy,  1  feel  it  due  both  to  you  and  lo  myaclt'  to  cay,  thai  my  obrfect 
in  writtni^  that  letter  wat,  »ut  to  exproH  aoy  intenlifna  nf  luy  owi^ 
but  to  reliere  you  from  any  delicacy  wbich  you  might  feci  tDwarda 
nae,  if  you  ahould  think  thut  llu>  iotorc^ts  of  his  Mojcsty'ii  •cntce 
would  be  prejudiced  by  my  rcmaiaio^  m  uflice,  after  ^ring  a  toIc^  in 
rapect  to  which,  from  tho  turo  which  the  latter  part  of  tiio  debate 
had  token,  a  sense  of  personal  hoiiuur  left  mo  no  alternalitu,  B*- 
lie>'e  oie,  my  dear  duki-,  your's  very  sincerely,  , 

•*  W.  Hua«iB«oN." 

To  this  I  received  the  following  answer,  dated  the  same 
evening,  but  which  did  not  roach  me  till  tlie  next  monw 

ing:— 

(Private.) 

"  London,  May  20tk,  18dK-r> 

"  My  dear  Huaki»on  ; — 1  bav«  received  yoiur  letter  of  thU  eveu^ 
ing.  1  certainly  did  not  iinderalacd  your  letter  of  two  o'clock  ihln 
mnminfr,  aa  offering  lue  any  option  ;  nur  do  I  underttuid  the  one  of 
th»  eraning  aa  learing  me  any,  except  that  of  eubmitting  siynelf  and 
hU  Majeaty^a  gnremmenl  lo  the  nei-CMity  of  voUciting  \ou  to  remain 
in  youir  office,  or  of  incurring  the  loss  of  your  valuable  usistanco  tn 
bis  Majesty'f  wrvice.  ,|) 

"  However  sensible  I  may  be  of  this  hns,  I  am  convinced  thalyil^ 
these  lime*,  any  loss  is  beta>r  than  that  of  character,  which  is  th« 
foondalioa  of  public  confidence. 
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«  In  thit  view  of  the  cnse,  [  hni-e  put  out  of  it  alro^Hfaer  e»ery 
considemtion  of  the  discredit  resulting;  from  the  ecene  uf  la^i  nig^ht ; 
of  Llic  exieutuf  wEjicb  yuu  could  nut  but  Itjive  been  woeiUe, when  yoa 
tliought  proper,  as  a  remedy  for  It,  to  send  me  the  offer  of  *  plftciog 
ynur  office  in  other  hbiidi^'  Ever,  my  dear  HuskissoD,  your's  must 
sincerely, 

**  Wblmkotok." 

"  The  Rt.  Hon,  W.  Huskisson." 


On  receiving  this  letter  I  will  in  candour  avow   that,' 
taking  it  as  an  answer  to  the  letter  I  had  sent,  and  seeing 
that  at  this  time  there  could  be  no  possibility  of  what  1  had 
originally  intended  being  misunderstood, — I  did  think,  aiid 
I  must  still  say,   thai  tliis  was  a  harsli  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  Duke.     His  iirst  understanding  is,  that 
my  letter  left  him  no  option ;  his  next  version  is,  ll»at  I 
had  attempted  to  do  an  act  utterly  unworthy  of  any  uiaa 
who  ever  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  his  Majesty's  coun- 
cils ;  that  1  had  attempted  to  place  him  and  my  other  col- 
leagues in  a  situation  in  which  I  was  driving  them  to  solicitfl 
me  to  remain  in  oilice,  at  the  loss  of  their  public  character.' 
I  perft»ctly  understand  tliat,  if  I  had  said  to  my  c»UeagiJes 
in  the  cabinet,  or  to  tlie  noble  Duke,  "  I  have  sustained  a 
grievance,  and,  unless  you  redress  it,  I  will  resign,""  there 
would  have  been  some  little  apj>earance  of  reason  in  tile 
accusation.     I   can  imdcrii;tand,  too,   that  if,  entertaining! 
opinions  difTering  from  the  majority  of  my  colleagues  on 
any  important  subject,  I  had  said  to  thein,  "Unless  you 
come  over  to  my  opinions  I  vdW  resign;"  the  reasoning  of 
the  noble  Duke  might  have  been  just.     What  I  had  said 
wa.s,   "  I  have  dtme  that  at  which  you  may  justly  take 
offence,  and  I  am  ready  to  pay  the  price  of  my  amducL*^ 
If  I  had  been  told  in  reply,  "  what  you  have  done  wai  I 
wrong,  but  by  no  means  sufficient  to  require  such  a  puualty 
as  that  to  which  you  olludej'"  I  shoidd  have  made  no  fur- 
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tticr  obserration  upon  the  subject.  But  I  munt  ray.  that 
it  was  painful  for  me  to  recCTve  from  an  individual,  for 
whose  personal  character  1  have  the  most  unfeigned  re«|)ect, 
and  with  whom  I  had  acted  confidentially  in  the  King's 
service,  more  than  an  inuiuuation  tliat  I  was  playing  a  part, 
for  which,  indeed,  I  should  have  deserved  to  have  licen 
censured  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  even  expelled  indig- 
nantly from  the  councils  of  my  cnlleagues.  Though  T  felt 
myself  injured  by  the  noble  Duke's  reply,  which  I  have 
last  read,  yet  I  trust  the  House  will  itee  in  my  answer  that 
I  suppressed  any  indicaliou  of  such  a  feeling. 

"  Colonial  Office,  2Ut  May,  182i<. 

**  My  detr  Duke;— In  juotiee  to  niyB«>If  1  ctnnot  acquicMe  for  a 
nion«nt  in  the  conBtructiao  wbicb  yottr  leU«r  of  liut  nij;hi  puU  opoa 
1 1  waif  cooduel. 

"  You  caniiiit  refuM  Ui  roc  ih«  n^bt  of  knowiag  th«  motivrn  o£ 
mj  own  actiona,  aud  I  solemnly  declare  that,  in  both  my  UttCM,  I 
waa  utuated  by  uuc  tad  Ittc  »)uiie  ffrling.  It  wa«  linpty  tliia.^ 
xbat  it  wa»  ik»E  for  luc,  but  for  you,  aa  the  head  of  th«  g^orcmiupat, 
io  ilcride  how  far  my  vute  uiadc  it  rxprdtcnt  tu  rrmort!  mt  from  hit 
Mije«ty'«  M^rvicv.  I  felt  that  I  bad  no  altemati^Xf  cooaiatcnlly  with 
{jcriKixial  honour  (iu  a  difficulty  nut  uf  iny  own  tveking  or  creating) 
but'to  )()vc  that  role; — that  the  ijuefltion  Iu  itself  was  oav  uf  \try 
minor  ini(»urtptiee ;— (hat  the  ■.ii«DDioo  wu  wore  in  s|>|>«arance  (han 
in  reality;  liut  T  aUo  felt  that,  pofl»ibIy,  you  mi^bt  take  a  different 
riew  of  it,  and  tJial,  in  cbm  you  should,  I  ou|[ht  (an  I  had  ouce  done 
**ta  a  timilsr  occasion  with  Lord  Ltv«rpo(d)  to  relier«  you  fWnn  luiy 
dIArully,  ftripint;  out  of  peraonut  considerulion  tou^rd*  me,  m  de- 
cidiDH'  upon  a  Atvp  to  which  yon  might  lind  ii  )our  pulilic  duty  to 
tyfmott  on  the  uccsstuo. 

"  It  wnM  under  this  impresiion  alone  that  1  wrote  tt^  you  inimo- 
djalely  upon  my  reluni  from  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  If  you  had  not  miDCOocetved  that  impretraion,  as  well  a^  the 
puqiort  (if  my  second  letter,  I  tun  persuaded  that  you  couUI  uot 
•uppo«c  m«  guilty  of  tbo  urogmnce  of  expecting  *  that  you  and  his 
Majovty'i  govenment  should  4ubmit  yonrvolves  to  the  tieccwjty  of 
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■olicitinf^  mo  to  remftln  in  my  office/  or  do  me  the  ii^iuUce  of  be- 
lieving that  I  could  be  capable  of  placing  you  in  the  alternative  of 
choosing  between  the  continuance  of  toy  service's  (such  aa  they  «r*)t 
and  the  Ui»i  to  ywir  udiiiini^iriitiun  of  one  particle  of  character, 
which,  I  ag;rcc  witli  you,  is  the  foundation  of  public  confidence. 

*'  If,  uadcrntsnding  my  communi cation  aa  I  intended  it  to  be 
understood,  you  had,  In  any  wavi  intimated  to  me,  either  that  tfae 
occurrence,  howm-er  unfurtunaiej  u'aa  not  one  of  sufficient  moment 
to  render  it  nccenx&ry  fur  you,  on  public  grounds,  to  act  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  had  aasumed  tliat  you  poaaibly  might  think  it  neces- 
sary— or  that  ynu  were  under  that  ncceasity^in  either  cone  there 
would  have  been  an  end  of  the  matter.  In  the  fintt  supposition,  I 
should  have  felt  that  I  had  done  what,  in  honour  and  fairness  to* 
wards  you,  I  was  bound  to  do;  but  it  never  could  hare  entered  my 
imagination  that  I  had  claimed,  or  receiwd,  any  sacrifice  whatever 
from  you,  or  any  member  of  his  Maje-sty'a  g^overnmcnt. 

*'  On  the  other  hand,  nothing  can  ho  further  from  my  intention 
than  to  express  an  upiuton,  that  the  occasion  wa»  not  one  in  which 
you  might  fairly  consider  it  your  duty  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  with- 
draw from  me  the  seals  of  office,  on  tlie  ground  uf  ibU  \-o1e.  I  do  not, 
therefore,  complain;  liut  I  cannot  allo^r  that  my  removal  shall  be 
placed  on  any  other  ground  ; — 1  cannot  utluw  that  it  U'aa  my  own 
•ct;— 4till  teas  can  I  admit  that,  when  I  had  no  other  intention  than 
to  relievo  the  question,  on  which  you  had  to  decide,  from  any  per- 
sonal embarrassment,  this  step  on  my  part  should  be  ascribed  to 
feelings,  the  very  rcverno  of  those  by  which  alone  I  waa  actuated, 
either  towards  you  or  his  Majest}-'s  government.  Believe  me  to  be, 
my  dear  duke,  your's  very  sincerely, 

"   W.  HOSKISSOII/' 

From  this  letter  the  House  will  see  wlmt  were  the  spint 

t«nd  feeling  iu  wliich  I  acted.     Having  reoil  a  part  of  this 

(eorreaptmdence,   I  nnust,  in  order  to  render  it  intelligible, 

read  the  whole.  The  cumuiunication  whicli  I  received  from 

the  noble  Duke  in  answer  to  this  letter  is  in  the  following 

I  words : — 

"  London,  May  21.  Itas. 

*•  My  dear  Huskisson; — In  consequence  of  y«ur  l»«t  letter,   I   fwl 

it  to  Ite  neuesaary  to  n>call  to  your  recollection,  the  circumslancc* 

under  which  I  received  ^'onr  letter  of  Tuesday  morning. 
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**  It  i«  •ddrewed  to  mt  at  two  o'clock  in  Iht  nenuaf ,  ivaMdulfly 
a(ittr  ■  debate  and  divuion  in  the  Houm  of  Commooi.  It  ittfuniw 
me  thut  you  lose  no  time  in  nffurdin^  me  mn  upportqaity  o(  placing 
your  uAcv  in  Mlier  baudi,  as  ibe  only  nteani  in  your  po«r«r  uf  prt- 
renting  to  iajun*  to  titi)  Kintc^s  merviet  which  yon  de«cf1btf.  It 
eoDalsdaa  by  ■  rv|p^ting  the  necewicy  for  troublintr  me  with  Iblt 
coDiimuiiqitHMi. 

**  Coatd  I  ron«ider  iIim  in  any  other  l%bl  than  a*  a  fiirmal  tender 
of  the  rBii^nstiuD  nf  yuur  ot&ce,  or  lliM  I  had  any  aJtemative  bul 
either  to  Aolicit  you  to  rooMin  in  eflica  cnnlntry  tn  youraento  of 
doty,  or  to  nibmit  your  letter  ti>  iba  King? 

**  If  you  bad  called  ia  iiic  the  n«xt  momio];  aAar  your  votc^ 
aod  had  explained  to  roe  in  conx-ersalion  what  had  pa»«ed  in  the 
lt4niM  of  Cimnaona,  tbo  chiirarter  of  the  communication  wouM 
have  been  quite  diHercnl  f  aad  I  ini|Kbt  have  felt  myaelX  at  libaitt 
to  dinctia*!  the  whole  xihj^ct  With  yuu,  and  freely  t^i  give  an 
opinion  upon  any  point  eonriecied  with  it.  liut  I  must  iitill  think 
that  if  I  had  not  eumiderwd  a  Itllcr  cuut'lted  \m  the  tcrma  in  which 
that  letter  ia  couched,  and  recetvcl  under  the  ctrcumstancM  under 
whii*h  I  reveired  it,  as  a  toiidfj-  nf  retignaiioo.  and  bad  not  laid 
it  before  the  King^,  I  shnuld  have  i>xpoftrd  the  Kind's  gOTem< 
neat  and  mv^olf  to  very  painful  nii»ctpni>tructJ<MrN,  My  aiMwer  to 
yonr  letter  will  have  in/unned  jnriu  ifaat  it  aurpriked  uie  umcb,  ami 
that  it  gave  me  gf^al  tutOKvm.  1  tiiuktcouitidrr  thentCore  the  reaign- 
atinn  of  your  ofllee  aa  your  own  act,  and  not  a*  mine.  Erer  your**, 
ittoat  alncettlr, 

*•  Wkllinotov/* 


I  will  not  slop  to  examine  whelher  the  deacriptiuu  of  my 
Ictlcr  is  A  very  accurate  one,  or  to  remark  that,  if  explima- 
titm  was  wanted,  the  noble  duke  ntight  ea^aly  have  sent 
for  me;  though,  I  [)wd»  I  cannot  see  the  great  difference 
which  wimld  have  resulted  fruin  the  substitution  of  ft  con- 
venutlion  for  a  eoiUidential  letter. 

The  iu}ble  Duke  talks  of  the  "  very  painful  misccm- 
Btniclioa"  to  which  he  must  fiave  been  exposcti,  if  he  had 
m»t  laid  my  letter  before  the  King.  How  this  "  tnis- 
conittructiun*^  wan  to  arifle  I  know  ntrt.     It  could  not  arise 
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from  uie,  I  am  sure;  and*  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  the 
ImowlwJge  of  the  transaction  was  conftiicd  to  ourselves. 
In  conclusion,  to  mark  more  emphatically  his  sense  of  my 
conduct,  he  tells  me  that  I  must  consider  my  resignation 
a8  "  your  own  act  and  not  as  mine.^  But  when  the  noble 
Duke  says,  that  my  remaining  in  oflioe  was  "  contrary  to 
my  own  sense  of  duty."  I  really  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
part  of  my  communication  justifies  this  assertion.  If  I 
had  ever  felt  so,  I  should  not  have  waited  for  the  noble 
duke  to  call  fur  my  resignation.  The  House  will  perceive, 
from  what  I  have  just  read,  that,  after  all  the  explanations 
•^verbal  and  written,  which  had  been  given — after  all  the 
Btatements  that  had  been  made  by  ray  noble  friends,  the 
^  Foreign  Secretary  and  the  Secretary  at  War — the  noble 
Iduke  pertinacioustv  adheres  to  his  ovra  misconstruction  of 
'  tny  first  letter — ^lic  will  not  suffer  me  to  escape  from  it, 
and  insists  that  my  resignation  is  my  own  act. 

After  this  communication,  received  on  Thursday  mom- 
ing,  of  course  I  considered  the  matter  as  at  an  end.  My 
right  honoura!)le  frieud  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  knows  that  such  was  my  view.  I  had: 
only  one  .solicitude  left. — As  soon  ns  I  was  informed  by 
Lord  Dudley  and  Lord  Paluicrston,  ou  Tuesday  evening, 
of  the  misconstruction  which  the  duke  had  put  upon  my 
letter  ''private  and  confidential,"  I  nt^cessarily  assumed: 
that  the  King  had  been  advised  to  regard  it  in  the  same' 
light.  I  was,  therefore,  very  anxious,  as  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's servants,  to  set  myself  right  with  my  royaX  master. 
I  immediately  wrote  to  his  Majesty  to  solicit  the  honour  of 
an  audience.  To  my  humble  request  I  had  received  no 
answer.  I  took  steps  to  let  it  be  known  to  tlie  noble 
Duke,  tliat  nothing  was  further  from  my  wish  than  to 
appeal  to  his  Majesty  against  the  advice,  whatever  it 
might  he,  of  his  prime  minister  ;— -that  I  only  wished  to 
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MMc  to  his  Majesty  what  my  real  meaning  had  been,  and 
to  reUtrve  my^U*  from  the  painful  VifiUt  in  which  1  must 
ap{)ear  to  his  ^UjL'Sly,  in  having  Uitl  liefoiv  him,  an  a 
fonsal  aD(i  poudve  re«ijrnation,  a  paf>er  in  whieh,  had  it 
btica  inieoded  for  such  a  purpuite,  I  had  been  itu  furgetftd 
of  all  that  I  owrd  to  hi:t  Majesty*  fnr  his  unvanin^  and 
uuifonn  contidence,  and,  I  may  add,  pensoiud  kindnent,  as 
to  have  forsaken  his  service  without  one  expression  of 
regret,  or  one  aj<«nnuice  of  dutiful  attachment  and  respect. 
Late  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  I  was  told,  on  the  part 
of  the  duke,  that  lie  did  not  consider  the  matter  as  at 
an  end — that  a»  a  man  of  ncnsc  and  of  the  world,  I  nnist 
kitow  very  well  what  I  ouj^ht  to  do ;  but  that  he  could 
MiggeBt  nothing,  text  it  3il)ouId  appear  either  like  dictAtion 
or  colliifiion.  I  Mud  to  my  noble  friend^  from  whom  I 
received  thin  communication — **  this  is  very  oracular,  the 
little  sense  I  nuy  posacss  I  have  exJiausted  in  explanation, 
carried  to  redundancy,  of  what  I  reidly  meant.  I  liave  no 
objection  to  Niy  any  thing  that  in  conMstent  with  truth,  but 
I  know  the  King  is  imprewed  with  a  conviction  that  I 
luve  lent  tu  my  resignation,  and  that  I  persist  in  it ;  and 
if  his  Majesty  has  been  advised  not  to  allow  me  an  audience, 
in  wliich  I  nn'ght  onsure  him  that  such  was  not  my  inten- 
tion, there  is  no  further  step  which  I  can  take  with  honour 
to  myself,  till  1  have  had  an  opportunity  of  removing  that 
impression." 

I  added,  tJutt  I  did  not  see  the  faimeia  (whilst  I  was 
held  to  a  misconstruction,  disavowed  the  instant  it  was 
known  to  me),  of  ex|K<cting  me  to  cimsent  to  emlNirk  in  n 
game  of  political  blind-nian*s  Iniff,  in  which  (greatly, 
perhaps,  to  the  nu)U!»i'tnent  of  the  lookcrh-on)  I  might 
I  meet  with  an  awkward,  if  not  irretrievable,  tumble,  without 
I      ever  catching  the  object  which  I  was  called  u|jon  tu  pursue^ 
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This   coniznuuication,   therefore,    remoiued    wttliout    any 
redult. 

On   Sunday    morninj^,    uiy    noble  firiend,   having  again 
[iSeen  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  caiue  to  me  between  eleven 
I  and  twelve,  and  gave  me  to  understand   that  it  was  not 
i  intended  that  I  should  have  the  audience  which,  five  days 
before,  I  had  Bolicited  of  Iiis  Majesty-     My  noble  friend,  I 
have  since  learnt,  was  furtlier  charged  to  communicate  to 
roe,  that   unioss  I  stet  myself  right  with  the  duke  before 
half-past  two  that  day,  he  could  allow  me  no  further  ttme. 
My  noble  frieiul  did  not  deliver  this  message.     He  did  not 
draw  a  line  around  me  and  say  in  the  words  of  Popiiius— 
■*  Pnus<|uam  hoc  circulo  c^cedas,  redde   responBunt  Iin- 
peratori,  quod  referani.^ — It  is  probable  that  he  did  not 
think   such   a  message,  under  all  the  circumstances,  con- 
sistent \rilh  good  taste ;  and  I  thank   my  noble  friend  for, 
I  the  delicacy  which  induced  liim  to  spare  me  tliis  port  o£ 
bis  communication.     I  am  obliged  to  mention  this  incident^ 
because  the  omi-fsion  le<l  to  an  cTcplanalion  which   I  watf 
afterwards  obliged  to  make  in  an  additional  letter  to  the' 
noble  duke. 

Immediately  upon  my  noble  friend's  leaving  nie,  l. 
wrote  to  the  noble  Duke  tl)e  letter  wliicli  I  am  about  to< 
read,  ai\d  which   I  bad  intended  should  close  the  coffTi>- 

Rpondence  on  my  part.  - 

I. 
"  Dnvrniiig  Slrofl,  2iiUi  May  lb28. 

"  My  dear  Duke ; — On  Tuenday  la.-'t  I  wrote  to  the  king  to  solicit 
■n  audience.     His  majesty  has  not  yet  becu  pleased  to  (punt  me  tint», 
honour.  ^| 

"  In  tlic  oxpcctatinn  (not  unnatural  for  in«  to  entertain  in  the  aib 
tion  which  I  hold)  of  being  a/Torded  an  opportunity  of  m'aitiu([  i 
hie  majeftyj  I  have  deferred   acknowledging^  your  letter  of  tlw  21ct|\ 
which,  passing  by  altogether  all  that  is  stated  in  mine  of  the  sa 
dater  you  conolqde  in   the  following  wordft— *  I   must*  iherefu 
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«aa*i(l«r  Cb*  rpufiutioB  nf  yuur  nfl^p  am  ynur  nwn  im^  aa4  Bfll  Mt 
nifit.* 

_  **  I  will  not  revert  to  ih«  fuil  fXpUiiklioti  trhii'h  t  h»itf  alrrbily 
pven  you  (in  Ibi*  «til>j«v*l.  Nih  drnyiof;  thai  ray  fiint  iHlcr  Mii^lit 
b«  cupalilo  pf  tb«  eunntructioa  which  Vi>u  put  u^jn  H,  I  would  $»k 
you,  whcflirr  t(  h«  iiiinBl,  uf\rr  n  enn«tnirtiun  Iiba  Ii««n.  frura  th«  flnt 
Mtflkviil,  tKpHritly  dinAvowfrf,  t»  ]>«.>r«i»l  ihHt  il  U  th«  ri(*hl  unp?'  1l 
ft«i»^,  bowvi'^r,  (ha  coiiatrtu-rinii  in  «liich  yf*ii  a(tK«r«,  1  munt  m* 
»iunct  k«  you  Uid  the  lott«Y  brforv  fan  rriigaily.  lh«l  \*0(i  advitcil  hu 
tniij«»ty  nynn  it,  vid  that  Iiu  mnjcfty  it,  tWnfortt  undi-r  ihi'  oanip 
iiiisapprchf  niiiuii  ■•  vourFcIf  of  wliit  I  itirKnt;  ihtr  mure  («pt<:ially 
M  I  havt*  itr>  meiinii  of  kni»wiri|;  wht'lher  inv  hiil>M;4|iii?iit  IftlvrM  liaif 
b««n  Iftid  bpfiire  hi*  maj^su. 

**  Il  wa*  for  the  |iurp(HM<  nf  ncttiiii;  right  »in>  errtmcnu-*  iniprv^airHi 
on  thc'  royal  oiiiiJ  thai  I  Mmirhi  lo  tw  adrhitli'il,  >•  »unn  u  i»<t«vibl«, 
LAUi  hif  ptiye»ty*«  presrat-e.  t 

*'  t  VM  th«n.  »a  I  ani  •cill,  iDait  uixioiiH  lij  amnn  hi*  tnmjiniy,  tbirt 
oatbini:  euuld  havf  l>evn  further  fron  my  intention,  than  thai  tha 
tr  in  (]ii<.'>iliim  ^hutild  have  been  at  all  Kuhnuitnl  to  hiji  majeftty  :— 

i'tnaln  known  to  his  majesty  the  circumBtancen  and  letfUnfr*  utidrr 
which  it  had  b<wn  written :— to  point  out  to  him^  thai  I  had  taken  tha 
precaution  (iwual  belweeo  roioiiiters  in  nallen  of  a  delirate  and  con- 
fideiiiitti  naliirf,  uht.'ii  it  i»  aiAhed  tu  keep  the  aubject.  a«  miirb  «i 
poMibtet  (^onfiDcd  lo  the  reapective  ]>artiei>,  of  marking  the  Uller 
**  prirale  and  ruiitidcntial;''  (hat  I  i»Kler*ti>od  that  thia  leltrr.  «(i 
HkaHtcd  npffclany  to  guard  ita  ubjert,  had  he«n,  without  prrvioiu 
ODii  N  of  any  aorl  with  n>«,  in  iVftpecC  to  the  tranftattion  re- 

firri >L   not  cxplajnetl,    in  the    letter   itself,  laid  twfnrv   hi« 

M^m|i  w  roDveyinf  lo  th*  foul  of  the  throna  my  povilit-e  v«ai|e»»> 
tioiL 

**  I  slwuld  further  ha\e  had  lo  *tate  to  hi*  majc»ty  the  Kfeal  pain 
and  ronrvm  whtfh  1  fell  at  flndinc  that  a  paper  "liould  have  l>een 
^ibaitt(ed  to  h»  maJeMy,  and  deacril>ed  to  him  a»  convening  my 
re<«ignation  ul  Ibe  aenl*,  in  a  funn  ao  unuatial,  and  with  a  n-ttriction 
ao  imherninin^  towarilii  my  ootemiicn,  an  !■  implied  in  the  wordfl 
**  priTate  and  cimfldential ;"  — that  in  a  iie<x««ity  t"  painful  (had  1 
fed  «neh  a  neeeuiiy)  as  thiit  of  aakiug  )ii»  ninje!ity>  porii>i**inu  to 
irtth<tnnr  from  \ih  aervit-e,  my  flr>t  anxiety  would  ba\-e  been  lo  lay 
my  rrMMM,  \n  a  rcvpeulAil,  >iut  direet,  romniuniCHtinn  from  myvelf 
at  bio  majcaty'a  feel ;  bul  that,  moat  rertainly,  in  whalerer  nHide 
VOL.    111.  2 
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convMod,  ihu  upperimtHt  fpflinjT  of  my  heart  u-uitld  hnvfi  Uf  n  trt 
1i»VL'  aeoompiwied  it  with  those  erpressioDi  of  dutiful  Qttacbmrnt 
and  i^eKpertfu)  p^nititmlp,  which  I  nuo  t«  his  mnjeiily  fur  the  nrjny 
and  uniform  proofs  of  confidCTice  and  kiodimy,  with  irbiclt  he  has 
hepn  p«tiuualy  pleaitwl  in  honmu*  mo  ainee  I  hava  h«U  the  a^ala 
of  tho  Colonial  Ucparlinent.' 

"  If  I  had  hpon  afforded  on  opportunity  of  thtw  relieving  mraelf 
from  the  painful  position  in  which  I  stand  towards  his  miijwtt>',  I 
fthould  then  have  entreated  of  hin  majeflt}-'ii  |X<H>dn<^  and  sense  of 
justice,  to  permit  a  letter,  ao  improper  for  me  to  have  writtco  (tf 
U  eould  hnrp  been  in  niv  eontpinplntion  that  it  wouTd  have  been 
laid  before  his  majesty  w  an  art  of  re^ipnation),  to  be  withdrawn. 
Neither  should  I  have  conceali?d  from  his  majesty  my  rrpvt,  oon- 
siderinf;;  thc>  IrouUIo  ubii^h  ban  unfortunately  nccurrcd  both  to  bis 
maje^tv  Kn<l  bts  government,  that  1  hud  not  taken  a  different  mode 
of  doin({' what,  for  t!ie  reasoiiK  fully  xtutcd  in  my  letter  (if  (be  SIstr 
T  found  myHoir  bound  in  honour  to  do,  ho  as  to  hare  prevented, 
perhaps,  the  miseoneepiion  arising  out  of  my  letter,  irriitfln  tmrae- 
diHtelv  aftt^r  tlni  debate. 

"  I   bo^o  now  ittated  to  you  franklv,  and  vrithont  reserve,  theyub* 
stance  of  all  that  I  was  anxious  to  submit  to  the  kin^ .     I  have  done 
so  in  the  fidl  confidence  that  you  will  do  nic  the  favcmr  to  lay  thia 
statement  before  his  niHJeiity,  and  that  I  may  he  allowed  to  iniplon*  of  I 
his  mnje*iy  that  he  will  do  mc  the  justice  to  believe  that,  iif  nil  who 
have  a  ri^ht  to  prefer  a  claim  to  he  admitted  to  his  royo]  prcsenee, 
i  am  the  last  who,  in  a  matter  relirting  to  myself,  would  preaa  tliat 
claim  in  a  manner  unpleasaut  to  his  luajesly's  wishes  or  inclinatioM, 
I  Ikiw  to  ihem  with  rt'speclful  deferencti,  utill  retaining',  however,  a 
confidence,  founded  on  the  reotitudo  of  my  intentions,  that,  ia  beior  I 
removed  from  his  majesty's  service,  1  may  he  allowed  the  consuUtioB 
of  knowing,  that  I  have  not  been  debarred  from  the  privile;^*  of  myl 
office,  in  con«c<{Qcnoe  of  my  having  incurred  bis  majesty S  pergonal  i 
displeasure.     Ueiicve  me,  my  dear  Duke,  voar*»  vorr  sinetTvIv, 

•*  W.  HirSKJBBON.'* 

"  Hia  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  K.  G." 

This  letter  was  sent  to  Apaley  House  about  dye  o'clock; 
— between  seven  and  eight  I  received  one  from  the  noble 
Duke,  couchwl,  I  ucknowlctlge,  with  great  satisfaction,  in 
temis  of  kindtiess  and  re^eU     It  was  as  follows : 
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*•  LnDdon.  May  25,  1828, 
**  My  dear  Hunkiwon  ; — Ic  i*  with  grrot  enncfiTi  tlint  I  inform  you 
thiU  I  Imve  at  lut  attrndeH  hin  mujt>fliy,  iiritl  hhvv  nretTed  hw  in- 
«lnu-tioni  re<ipccting^  an  u-rangenicnt  lo  fill  your  offior. 
•  "  I  «inr«r«ly  r«fn^t  the  Iuad  nf  your  valuable  aaiit«tanc«  in  the  bt* 
dttooa  Uftk  in  which  I  am  engaged.  Boliere  me  erer,  yoor's  iDoit 
SBocMFnyf 


"  Wu^LiyOTOM.'* 


•*  The  RiRht  IloQ.  U*.  Hiwkiwon." 


If  aii^'  uiif,  struck  by  these  words  "  at  last,**  asks  why  it 
waft  alisolulely  necessary  so  precipitately*  and  without  any 
attempt  itt  previoiia  conimunicfition,  to  carry  my  private 
tmd  confidential  letter  to  the  king  on  Tuesday  morning, 
and  tu  a<lvi.se  his  majesty  that  it  was  a  ixwitivc  and  absolute 
rcfbignatioHf  if  there  were  no  inconvenience  to  arise  in 
delaying  to  adviiie  hh  uiaje&ty  to  act  upon  it  for  so  many 
dayM  afterwards,  I  con  only  state  my  inability  lo  answer  the 
question. 

•  This  lettor  having  \xxn  delivered  to  me  alxiut  half.pa^ti 
aeven  (as  Fbave  before  stated),  I  was  ftiirprised,  aliout  an 
htKir  later,  to  receive  from  my  noble  friend,  ihe  Earl  of 
DuiUey,  the  letter,  which  had  been  left  at  Apsley  Huuae 
about -tive  o'clock,  uiuipcnetl.  It  is  on  tins  account  that  I 
was  obliged  to  mention  the  communication  which  my  noble 
friend  had  not  made  to  me  in  the  morning.  My  letter 
reacheil  Apsley  House  about  five  o'clock  ;  but  the  im|>reft. 
BOD  on  the  mind  of  the  noble  Duke  wa^,  &i  I  assume,  that 
the  whole  of  liis  message  had  Ih-cu  delivered  to  me,  and 
therefore,  as  the  time  wutt  |>u>tt,  he  conbideied  my  letter  as 
having  come  too  late.  The  clock  ha<l  struck  !  I  imnie- 
iUately  wrote  aguin  lo  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  returning 
my  letter,  nnd  liegging  him  to  do  me  the  honour  to  oix-n  it. 

•■  Downiiiif  SUvet,  9  ^  r.  m.  Hulh  Mny,  IBiti. 
"*  My  dear  Duke;— Lnrd   l>iidlcy  has  jiMt  aent  tn  mc,  annpcnni, 
THY  Irtter  lo  yuii,  which  I  forwarded  to  Apsley  Houm.*  about  fivt  o'clock 
this  aftcrniion. 
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"  I'hU  letter  waA  \vriili*n  »**  ttimn  as  T  him  ^vcn  tn  underatn^iid  by 
Lvrd  Uudley,  wliu  culled  bcrc  after  an  inteniew  wttU  you  thu  morn- 
ing', that  his  iiiujcKty  had  not  siguilit'd  anv  iutcotion  of  frruntio^  roe 
t)u'  liitiiiMir  (if  ail  sudieocc.  No  otlier  mode,  therefore,  remaJDiiig 
open  to  lue  of  conveying  my  sentimentii  lo  the  king,  I  addreftwd 
niyot'lf  Ut  yuii,  for  the  pur[>uic  of  bnnging  before  his  majeity,  is  the 
shape  of  a  uTitten  communication,  what  1  am  prevented  from  atating 
ti)  his  majwly  in  person. 

"  1  fei'l  uonfidcnl  that  yuu  will  riuL  deny  me  this  favottTf  aud  you 
will  be  Mlisfied  by  the  contents  of  my  letter  (which  1  oow  retuntj, 
thnt  in  writing  it  nothing  was  fiirther  fi'om  inv  intention  than  to  at- 
tempt to  intrude  mvsclf  between  you  and  the  arrangcuieuta,  which, 
upoii  my  removal  from  office  (for  »uch  1  have  considerni  the  rvauh 
of  our  correspondence  nince  your  letter  of  the  tweDty-6rst)  yuu  have 
received  bis  majesty's  inntructiunii  to  make. 

"  Your  letter,  communicatinff  this   fact,   reached    me  about  half 

past  seven  thla  evening;,      1  thank   you  fur  the  infumiution,  and  for 

the  kind  mBimer  in  which  you  advert  to  aoy  feeble  assistance  which 

I  may  have  been  able  to  give  to  your  admiai«Lraliun,  as  well  aa  for 

the  expression  of  the  concern  with  which  you  have  adnsed  his  ma< 

jesiy  to  place  my  office  iu  other  hauda.     Believe  me  to  be,  my  dw 

duke,  ever  vour's,  very  sincerely, 

"  \V.  (fbsKietaK." 

The  barrier  which  had  been  interposed  between  me  and 
the  throne  being  nnw  rcinove<I,  on  AFonday  moniing  I  re- 
ceived his  MajeslyV  ^raciuu:>  '.'uuimand^  tu  attend  hiB 
Majesty.  1  did  su.  Of  what  pa»tK*d  in  the  royal  closet 
I  am,  of  course,  not  at  liberty  tu  utter  one  word ;  but  I 
cannot  be  restrained  from  saying,  that  I  met  with  a  recep- 
tion from  his  majesty  h)  gracious,  and  so  far  exceeding  any* 
tiling  which  could  have  been  deserved  for  services  iofi- 
nitely  superior  to  any  which  it  may  have  Ixf  n  in  my  power 
to  render,  as  well  a>i  with  &o  much  ()er^nal  kindness,  that 
I  t^hall  fur  ever  retain  u  warm  and  grateful  recollection  of 
these  proofs  uf  hii>  Muje8ty''i<  favour  and  condescetiHon. 

The  same  evening,  I  received  the  following  letter  from 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  which  closed  the  correspondence- 
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•*  London,  2fiih  Miiy,  tH^H. 

"  My  (IvM-  tluAltUnon ; — t  bavr  recvivvd  %-nur  iMtrr  of  frvtrrdiiy, 
■rrumpnnicd  by  nnutlipr  letter  from  )-oii  diilod  iiIad  \'e«trrdRr*  wMch 
I  hnd  relnrnpd  to  Ltml  Jhidlty,  on^r  the  ittipn^wion  th«*  T  Oncht 
iiiH  t/i  oppii  ii  uiihnul  yonr  ynnam  rnnsi^nl,  under  thf>  rircufti- 
■tujcrs  ibiii  nUt^d  at  thr  time  that  I  received  it. 

*•  I  hove  laid  both  before  the  Kin|^.  In  soMwrr  I  havr  onlv  to 
rrpexl,  thnt  I  rontidered  }tnir  letter  of  the  2*)th  an  %  formal  lender  of 
the  rr«tpna(i<>n  of  )  our  office  ;  and  that  the  riminuttirti-t*  nf  ir*  lN*)ti|f 
tuorfcvd  "  [krirate  uid  confideiillBl,"  did  not  olter  t\w  rhururtrr  nf  the 
letter,  or  re  tie  re  me  from  the  puinfnl  duty  of  conununtiTKtuig  it*  eoii- 
Unt»  til  ht*  MMjeaty.  a*  T  did  in  prranti. 

*■  **  Tour  «iib<4e>«|Hent  Irttrm  did  not,  ncrordin{;  lo  my  ander^landinjj 
of  Ihem.  convey  any  dtimviiwiil  of  your  itilenlion  to  tender  vour  r*«iff- 
Bflttofi.  1  laid  ihi'iii  bi.'f«»re  hi*  Mnjr^ty  and  niy  annrer^  to  them,  and 
I  coniuiunicated  to  Lord  Dudley  that  I  had  done  mo. 

*■'  llie  Kinp  infonwed  me,  I  think  on  Wednesday  the  tuetilvlinl, 
that  you  had  detdrod  U>  hiue  an  audience  of  hi«  Majesty;  and  that 
he  intended  to  receire  you  on  the  day  hut  one  after.  I  did  mil  ron- 
»Mer  U  my  doty  to  Advi^t  ht*  Majesty  to  rectrire  ynu  ■!  vt  earlier 
period. 

"  It  a  aean'olv  neceiftary  for  me  to  ohaene,  that  vnnr  letter  to  wc 
of  the  twentieth  \va»  entirely  rour  own  art,  and  wholly  unexpected 
by  QIC.  If  the  letter  wm  written  hiwttily  and  iofonsidermlcly,  sttrely 
the  naiurml  coarac  ww  for  yuu  to  withdraw  it  altogether ;  and  thiu 
rvHcre  me  from  the  pufiition  in  which,  without  any  £iult  of  mine^  it 
had  [ttarrd  me  ;  pompeUinfr  me  either  to  art-ejit  the  rr«i|rnntion  which 
it  tendered,  or  to  noUcit  you  to  conlluue  to  hold  your  office, 
)  *  This  UUer  atep  wa«,  ia  my  opinion,  calculated  to  do  me  per* 
aonally^  and  Co  the  King**  government,  frrrnt  diRvrrvice;  and  it  ap- 
peared to  me,  tiiat  the  only  mode  by  which  we  could  )>«  exlriciUdd 
fntm  the  difficulty  in  which  your  letter  had  plttcud  ur  wan,  that  the 
withdrawal  of  vour  letter  (should  be  your  o«cn  *pontaneou«  art ;  and 
(hat  it  thould  be  adopted  without  delay. 

"  The  interference  of  hi«  majesty,  pending;  «»ur  correfpondence, 
would  not  only  have  placed  hia  MajcMly  in  a  «itualkon  in  which  he 
ought  not  to  be  placed  in  mich  a  qucatiou,  but  it  would  have  Mibjected 
lue  to  the  imputation  that  ihM  inteKerencc  had  taken  place  on  uiy 
*ugge«tiun,  ur  uilh  rii\  foorurrcucc. 
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"  I  did  not  considor  it  my  duly  to  adviio  hia  Majesty  to  intcrfms 
ID  ftiiy  m&iiuer  whatcvpr. 

'*  HiA  Atnjoity  infMniicd  mu  thin  davt  ^'^t  ho  had  wrilii'D  to  you 
this  morning,  appoinUng  an  Qiidii-nce  iu  the  roni^o  uC  the  day.  Be* 
Ueve  Dte,  erer  vour'n,  m(Mt  tiaoerpiv. 


"  Right  Hon.  \V.  Hu«kis«on." 


"  Wri.i.iNOTOs.'^ 


*''l  will  not  dissemble  to  you,  Sir,  that,  from  runiours 
vhich  readied  me  in  the  course  of  Saturday,  and  which  T 
know  were  industriously  circulated  on  that  day,  I  was  en- 
abled to  form  a  shrewd  guess  at  the  measure  of  swhmission 
Irhich  was  expected  on  my  part.  If  I  had  been  prepared 
virtually  to  admit,  that  the  misconstruction  put  upon  my 
first  letter  was  what  1  had  really  meant ; — that  it  was  right 
to  bold  me  to  that  misconstruction,  and,  by  consequence  of 
BUch  admission,  further  to  force  me  to  acknowledge  that  the 
ex])lanations  I  had  given,  were  not  only  unfounde<l,  but 
fairly  open  to  the  injurious  suspicions  by  wliich  they  lud 
been  met ; — in  short,  Sir,  if  I  had  said — ^not  in  words,  per- 
haps, but  in  a  manner  which  would  infidlibly  have  been  so 
construed, —that  I  had  resigned,  anrl  that  my  resignation 
was  citlxer  jwsitive  and  absolute,  or  put  forth  with  the  un- 
worthy design  of  trying  how  far  I  could  raise  myself  by 
dis])araging  the  government  of  which  I  was  a  member,  I 
Jniglit  have  been  permitted  to  retain  the  seals  of  a  Sccrfr- 
tary  of  State.  I  am  addressing  an  assembly  of  gentlemen, — • 
I  leave  to  their  personal  feelings  to  appreciate  mine  on 
making  such  a  discovery.  God  forbid  that  any  man  should 
ever  be  a  Secretary  of  State  wIk)  could  |miu3C  on  such  con- 
ditions, and  agree  to  be  admitted  to  his  Sovereign  only 
when,  and  as,  the  prime  minister  might  permit !  He  might, 
indeed,  he  the  chief  clerk — the  bead  manager  of  a  great 
executive  de|)artiucnt, — ^but  he  could  no  longer  be  a 
minister  of  State,  and  a  confidential  adviser  of  his  Sovc^ 
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niga^  He  mif^t,  indeed,  continue  ta  up^war  among  lua 
ccUcaj^ues  l>iit  he  would  carry  into  ihc  cabinet  aooQseifHi». 
n«is  of  his  own  nullity,  and  self-degradation ;  or,  if  he  eoulil 
for  u  tnuincnt  stifle  such  c<iiisciousnestt,  the  louks  of  thofv 
around  him  would  not  be  tardy  to  renn'nd  him  of  it — to  tell 
biiii  in  language,  more  intelligible  than  words,  lliat  it  was 
time  to  withdraw  for  eiier  froui  nueh  a  place.  Then,  in- 
deed, would  he  huvc  relinquiiihed,  nut  only  what  is  now 
taken  from  uie — the  power,  and  rank,  and  patromige  of 
high  office— but  also  that  which  I  trubt  I  preserve — public 
character — personal  htmour — tlie  undiminished  good-will 
and  approl>attun  of  luy  frieuds,  and  the  chance,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  IIouH.',  of  8tiU  continuing  to  wrve  my  country, 
^hese.  Sir,  arc  titles  which,  to  win  and  wear,  i»,  fortunate^ 
ly,  not  the  exclusive  privilege  of  any  [mrticular  clawt  in  this 
connnuntty.  They  are  titles,  for  which  it  is  my  birthright 
as  an  Kuglihhnmn  (not  being  a  Catholic),  to  contend  in  fidr 
csonipetition  with  Uie  proudefi>t  and  wealthiest  in  the  land. 

Sir,  I  began  by  slating  that  I  hatl  not  resigned,  and  tl»at 
in  re»|)ect  to  the  motive  of  others  in  removing  me  from 
uflicu,  aa  I  know  nutliiug,  I  ithould  say  nothing.  But  this 
I  may  say,  that  when  I  consented  to  remain  in  office,  on 
the  formation  of  tlie  duke  of  Wellington  s  adtnini^tration, 
I  did  w  contrary-  to  the  judgment  and  to  the  advice  of  many 
friend*-  1  did  so  exclusively  upon  public  grounds ; — upon 
an  «>fler  in  which  I  underHtuod  Uiat  so  many  of  those  with 
whom  I  liad  acted  in  the  former  atUniuist ration  were  includ- 
ed, that  I  did  not  think  wc  should  be  justilied,  when  our 
astd«tance  was  ajiked  for,  in  withholding  it  from  the  public 
Kervice,  I  ihouglit  Unit  in  our  joint  acceptance — in  our 
known  Mmilarity  of  opinion — in  the  Executive  Departments 
which  we  filled — in  our  mutual  co-operation  and  confidence 
- — and  in  the  explanations  which  we  had  received,  we  wcro 
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more  likely  to  iiplioltl  the  principles  and  policy  to  which  wv 
were  attached,  than  by  any  other  course  of  conduct. 

Sir,  I  know  by  what  powerful  influences  chose  prin- 
ciples are  opjKwed.  My  eyes  were  not  ishul — how  could 
they  l)e,  after  what  had  happened  to  my  late  lamented 
friend — to  the  \'irulence  with  which  those  who  support 
theni  are  assailed.  Has  it  been  found  tlint  the^e  powerful 
influences  were  no  longer  to  be  stemmed,  that  they  could 
no  longer  l>e  resisted  f — Has  it  been  declravd  by  them,  thai 
the  price  of  their  support  must  be,  disconnexion  between 
the  noble  Duke\s  government  and  those  whom  they  perse- 
cute ? — Have  sacrifices  and  victiniH  l)eeii  retjuired — or,  has 
it,  as  I  incline  to  believe,  been  deemetl  expedient,  for  the 
interest  of  tbe  KingV  government,  to  come  to  a  cloeer 
union  with  one  party  by  easting  off*  the  other  ? — If  so,  I 
wish  the  separation  had  been  placed  u|)on  its  true  gruundfs. 
I  should  greatly  have  preferred  to  have  been  told  that, 
from  dislike  to  those  measures  of  policy,  which  I  believe  to 
be  for  the  advantige  of  the  country — from  mistnist  of  their 
tendency- — and  from  jealousy  and  apprehension  of  the  power 
which  oflice  gave  me  of  bringing  them  forward — it  was 
become  necessary  to  allay  certain  angry  feelings  as  the 
only  means  of  securing  the  steady  support  of  some  whose 
countenance  and  cordiality  arc  deemed  essential  to  the 
administration  of  which  the  noble  Duke  is  the  head- 

Perliaps,  but  for  this  change  of  ftK?ling — but  for  this 
rlmngvof  policy — words  comingfromhigh  authority  »scarcely 
more  than  a  twelve-month  old,  might  have  been  rocoll«cted. 
It  might  have  been  said  of  a  letter  written  under  all  tbe  . 
circumstances  which  I  have  already  described,  "  If  he  was 
liu»ty  in  coming  to  this  decision — if  the  deci^on  was  founded 
in  error,  he  ought  to  be  informed.  He  has  always  been  on 
the  best  terms  of  gnnd-will  and  confidence  with  all  his  ool- 
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with  a  view  to  ac«omaadate  ds Arnioes  of  opaion.  TbcBi 
if  be  ha»  taken  a  hdifttv  or  intempervte  riew  of  this  cttMv 
wfav  not  conio  forward  and  render  him  the  Mrnoe  which  h« 
liaK  more  than  once  rendered  lo  othms  by  reprvwntlng^ 
Ut  hint  that  Ike  in  wrong."  If  the  high  authoritv  froai 
whicli  I  quote  these  flenttnientSv  bo  honoiirahio  to  bU 
character  and  w>  considerate  to  himtan  imperfretiitn,  ciHild 
Itave  been  the  party  to  whcmi  I  had  addreswed  tny  IvitcT  at 
two  oVinrk  in  the  morning,  if  he  could  have  been  toldl^ 
within  four  hour^  after  the  receipt  of  it,  that  be  had  tnia- 
taken  the  meaning,  and  that  it  ^>ointod   not  at  tliote  serious* 

iscquences  which  he  apprehended,  would  he  not  have 
I,  **  I  am  hap))y  to  hare  been  so  iooo  infornie*!  <»f  my 
miHtakc  before  thf  knowledge  of  it  has  gone  further,  and 
when  it  U  so  cft*iy  to  set  it  right  i*"  Thi«i  I  know  wn*  the 
answer  naturally  anticipated  by  my  noble  friend,  who  <ir«l 
apprized  the  Duke  of  Wellington  of  his  mistake ;  but  the 
answer  which  he  recrired  was,  "  no  mistake— a  pordtivc 
reagnation."^ 

Sir,  this  was  the  answer  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the 
head  of  his  Majesty's  govemmenl  in  May  ISSW.  The  aii- 
tbori^'  which  t  have  quotetl,  wiim  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
in  May  1827,  when  explaining  to  the  other  IIoum?  of  I'ar* 
Hament,  why  he  was  no  longer  a  member  of  bin  Majesty  ■ 
councils. 

Notwithstanding  the  «elf  and  mutual  gmtulationii  of  tlie 
enemies  to  nil  improvement ;  in  Kpitc  of  the  blundering 
xeal  of  fiome  of  that  party  who  find  in  the  pre«ent  nnnuval 
of  myitelf  and  mv  fwlitirnl  friends  fmm  oASccit  timtmly  adc* 
quale  apology  which  the  head  of  the  gfWmmmU  em  mok* 
to  thrm  for  having  admitted  ut  at  all— who  Ubrl  th«  noble 
Duke  by  sCadng,  **  that  they  anr  willing  to  asms*  him 
because  we  may  have  been  useful  JH«t  at  firnl  ;**  in  npile  of 
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the  boisterous  exulutiun,  and  venerable  bufluonertcs  di»« 
pla)redat  that  meeting,  wliich  once  a  year  congregates  to 
attempt  a  fraud  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  living,  and  to 
pronounce  a  libel  uptm  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead 
—I  say,  Sir,  in  spite  of  these  Ixjisterous  exultations,  so  sud- 
denly substitutwl  for  the  loud  and  hitter  wailings  recently 
venteil  from  the  Bame  quarter,  over  the  progress  of  religious 
liberty  in  thib  country,  and  the  manifestation  of  a  de^re,  at 
least  in  tliia  House,  to  extend  to  Ireland  Uie  saiiui  bles&iug— 
I  6ay,  Sir,  in  spite  of  all  these  signs  of  the  times — these  un- 
toward omens,— I  cannot  believe  that  the  triumph  of  that 
jiarty  is  so  complete,  or  so  secure,  as  they  anticipate. 

Knowing  the  sentiments  of  my  right  honourable  friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Administration  in  this  House, — knowing 
that,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  Catholic  ipiestioD,  his 
opinions  and  Ids  principles  upon  all  questionri  of  public 
])ulicy  have  Idtherto  been  in  strict  unison  with  uiy  own,-— 
knowing  the  feelings  and  views  whicli  prevail,  at  least  in 
this  House  of  Parliament,  I  cannot  believe,  wliatever  doc- 
trines I  lienr  laid  down  by  the  pretended  admirers  of  dis- 
cipline and  vigour,  that  my  right  honourable  frit'od  is 
[»rep;ired  to  suWrilw  to  the  principles  of  those  who  adviv 
cate  tliese  doctrines.  I  cannot  believe  that  he  is  pre|>arcd 
to  admit  that  the  retd  and  substantive  jx^wer  of  the  state 
should  be  wielded  according  to  the  dictation  of  on  unknown 
jimta  abjuring  for  valid  reasons — ^reasons  which  no  man 
who  kniiws  tliem  will  call  in  question — all  ostensible  and 
re^x)nsible  stations  in  the  councils  uf  the  couutr^',  but 
claiming  a  veto  upon  the  inea.sures  of  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible, and  a  right  to  proscribe  those  whom  they  do 
not  like; — I  cannot  l»elieve  that  my  right  honourable  friend 
is  prejMTed  to  uphold  the  power  of  such  a  party  against 
the  jHiwcr  of  public  o]iinion ; — I  cannot  Wlieve  that 
he  thinks  witli  them,  that  the  great  business  of  legisUlion 
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M  1o  arre«t  th^  profrressof  iniproveitutit,  aud  to  counteract 
Uii*  growth  of  iiitvlli^ice;-— I  cannot  beliuve  that  be  look* 
uith  till'  .same  jeelooa  eye  as  they  clo  at  the  spread  i4  that 
intelligence  ; — I  cannot  believe  that  he  h  afraid,  as  they 
arc,  nf  its  example  in  other  countries,  and  tliat  «ith  them 
he  dreads  the  interchange  of  mind  lietweea  the  different 
jiarts  uf  tlu?  eivilixed  world,  almost  at  much  b*  they  dread 
a  more  lil>eral  and  free  interchange  of  the  advantages  of 
commerce. — I  cannot  believe  that,  with  them,  hi*  would 
gladly  pay  the  price  of  lowering  this  country  to  the  fifth 
or  fiixth  station  among  the  powers  of  Kuro])e,  if  by  so  doing 
they  could  enforce  generally  over  the  world  the  principlei 
uf  tlie  Holy  Alliance,  and  subject  the  political  iuhtitutiona, 
and  tiie  civil  rights  uf  nations,  the  luoral  influence  uf  free 
discuHsion  oiid  a  fret*  press  upon  the  ex|>ant(ivc  mind  of 
man,  to  the  fierpetual  tutelage  of  a  junta  of  continental 
statesmen,  of  the  same  school  as  tlieniselves,  but  backed 
and  sup|iorted  by  the  great  armicA  of  Knrupe.  I  cai»> 
not  Iwlicvc  thnt  he  hns  sucli  a  dread  of  all  impruvLiUfUt, 
us  to  think  that  it  would  l>e  cheaply  Fe()elled  from  this 
country,  by  the  adoption  of  such  a  system  as  this.  Neitiier  can 
I  think  that  he  believes  it  would  be  safe  to  make  the  attempt. 
For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  shall  continue,  out  of  olhee, 
what  I  have  been  in  office, — u  friend  to  the  institutions  uf 
my  oountryy— a  sincere  believer  that  iliey  are  the  lH■^t 
ada|>ted  to  promote  the;  happiness,  and  to  prcsiTve  the  free- 
<lom  of  my  fellow>Mjbject»;  but  convinced,  at  the  Muue 
time,  that,  in  the  furtliorance  of  the  very  |)riiiciplcH  u|m)ii 
which  tliey  were  framed  by  the  wisdom  of  former  agcH, 
they  are  capable  of  improvement,  and  may  retiuire  froni 
tinte  to  time,  additions  an<l  alterations;  that  moderate 
and  cautitHis  reiwrotitms  are  the  true  way  to  preserve  the 
edifice  in  its  |>rescut  avuunetry  and  htrcugth;  and  that  to 
neglect  lhu«e  reparations  is  to  risk   its  destruction.     l'|xm 
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this  principle  I  shall  continue  to  aot,  and  to  watch  the 
measures  of  Goveniment,  through  good  report  and  through 
evil  report,  !»  long  as  I  have  a  seat  in  this  f  louse  and  a 
voice  in  the  legislature  of  the  eounlrv. 

It  only  remains  for  me.  Sir,  to  thank  the  House  for  the 
indulgence  which  they  have  exten<led  to  nie»  ujxm  an  oc- 
casion of  all  others  the  most  painful  and  irksome,  in  as 
nuich  as  their  time  has,  in  a  great  degree,  heen  taken  up 
with  an  explanation  relating  to  myself.  I  trust  I  have  made 
it  appear  that  it  is  not  by  my  own  act  tliat  I  find  myself  di»> 
connected  with  the  service  of  my  Sovereign,  I  will  not 
dissemble,  that  the  high  office  from  which  I  have  l>een  re- 
moved was  tome  an  object  of  just  and  honourable  ambition; 
— that  I  forego  with  regret  the  op|Mirtimities  which  it  might  | 
have  afforded  to  me  of  endeavouring  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  those  distant  parts  of  the  empire,  placed  more 
immediately  under  its  su|3erintendart^ ; — of  strengthening 
their  Iwnds  of  union  with  the  mother  country,— ^nd  of  1 
rendering  them  more  valuable  to  it-  I  will  not  distteniMftl 
that  I  equally  regret  the  loss  of  thosie  o])(»ort unities,  wliich 
power  might  have  afforded  me,  of  following  up  and  perfect- 
ing those  mea-sures  of  general  commercial  policy,  to  which 
my  attention  has  been  turned  for  years.  In  the  eclipse  a£ 
those  pros|)ects,  and  the  loss  of  that  power, — I  carry  witb' 
me  into  retirement  the  high  consolation  of  reflecting  on  the 
cordial  confidence  with  which,  whilst  in  his  service,  I  wasi 
honoured  by  my  Sovereign,  and  the  gratifying  recollection 
of  the  kin<l  assurances  of  his  approl)ation  of  my  past 
labours,  \vhen  I  placed  at  his  feet  the  seals  of  office.  Sti 
in  the  n>ode  and  circumstances  of  my  renn^al  it  would  lie 
hy|)ocrisy  in  me  not  to  say  that  I  derive  consolation,  from 
the  conviction  tliat,  without  a  more  cordial  support  and  a 
more  entire  credit  for  gtxxl  intentions  than  it  appears  I  wm 
likelv  to  receive,  it  would   iiave  been  worse  llian  usele&s  for 
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me  to  bave  continued  the  unequal  strug^ld  in  whu-li  I 
was  engaged,  betwceu  the  increasing  diiBcultieM  of  u  labo- 
rious public  life,  and  tliniiiushing  health  and  «trcitgtli  la 
l>ear  up  against  titem. 


I 


LL  NOTK  CUBHKNCV-CIRCULATION  OF  SCOTCH 
KOTK^  IX  ENGLAND. 

Thp  ChAnrellor  of  the  Rcrhfijiifr  liantifr  moved  for  leiive  to  bring- 
to  h  Bin  *'  1»  re*tr»in  th*  nf'f^ooiulion  within  Knetnud  of  Hmiuivsury 
Notes  Slid  Inland  Bills  of  Kicbanpe  under  a  liniitvil  luiti,  iwiiMrd  by 
B*nk*r«  ur  olliem  io  ScuiIiukI  lU-  Urluiid/'  S^irJniiici  tiinhaoi  iiU)Y*4 
as  an  anMUidnieoi,  "  'Itmt  a  S«Ii«cl  Ciiiinnittur  be  appointvd,  to  in- 
<)uirc  into  the  ■tute  of  the  CircuUuitm  ia  Proinissorj-  NuU's  luider  ibo 
ralue  of  Ave  poundn  in  ICugland." 

Mr.  HcsKisAON  said,  he  would  detain  the  Hnu.<te  but  a 
Abort  time,  at  that  late  hour.  It  had  1)een  lung  his  lot  to 
address  them  on  uU  the  general  Aubjcct.H  which  the  honour- 
able Imronet  had  touched  ii|)on  with  a  rapid  and  lucid 
Tiew ;  but  he  would  not  go  into  a  disL-ussion,  on  the  prei 
sent  occafuon,  either  upon  the  quitftioii  of  the  depreciHtion 
of  the  currency,  or  upon  the  conduct  of  the  country  banks 
or  upon  the  doctrines  and  bhindem,  ax  the  honoumhle 
baronet  Itad  descrihed  them,  of  the  Conunittee«  of  1810 
and  1819.  Ho  ri^grettcd  that  he*  had  not  had  (he  iidvan- 
tage  that  night  of  hearing  the  s|KXvh  of  the  (liunccllor  of 
the  ExchequtT.  It  wa*,  therefore,  that  he  wished  very 
shortly  to  state  the  ground:!  on  wliic.h  he  should  vote  for 
the  proposition  of  his  right  Itonourable  friend,  and  most 
decidedly  against  the  anien<bnent.  He  agree<I  with  the 
noble  lonl*  in  the  general  pro|>oKition,  ihat  provided  no 
•  Lnrd  Howjrk. 
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risk  or  inconvenience  attendcti  the  proceedingv  it  was  litv 
Kirable  to  go  iuiu  committee  on  such  subjects;  for  tlie 
more  they  were  iuqjuircd  into,  the  more  should  we  increase 
the  st(K'k  of  our  practical  experience,  the  want  of  which 
had  le<I  to  almost  oil  the  ernirs  we  had  committed,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  national  prosperity.  But  he  would 
ask,  was  there  no  ri.sk  in  unsettling  the  mind  of  the  public* 
as  to  what  was  to  be  the  future  state  of  the  currency  ? 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  many  (questions  must 
be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  such  a  committee,  if 
it  should  l>e  ap|:H)intcd,  the  discussion  of  which  could  not 
fail  to  alarm  the  cotmtry.  They  would  have  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  the  Bank  restriction, 
^^he  honourable  liaronet  seemed  anxious  to  avoid  a 
panic-,  and  had  stated  the  cnls  that  arose  from  great  fluc- 
tuations ;  but,  with  ull  his  well-founded  aversion  to  these 
calamities,  tlic  honourable  baronet  was  going  the  direct 
road  to  another  panic  and  to  other  fluctuations,  if  his  sug- 
gestions should  be  adopted  by  the  House.  The  first  con- 
sequence of  umlertdking  such  an  inquiry  would  Ix?,  the 
awakening  of  a  general  exi>ectation,  that  they  were  about 
to  restrain  cash  payments  again  ;  tlie  next,  that  they  were 
about  to  allow  an  unlimited  issue  of  one-pound  note^ 
Then  would  come  the  speculations  and  fluctuations  whicK 
would  naturally  arise  from  such  fruitful  sources  of  extras* 
vagance  und  uncertainty  ;  and  thus  would  return  the  whole  j 
nia^  of  those  alarming  evils,  which  every  one  concurred 
in  deprecating.  If  they  con6ente<l  to  repeal  the  bill  of  1886^  i 
now  that  it  was  so  near  being  carried  into  complete  effect, 
they  would  invite  back  the  whole  host  of  afflictions  under 
which  the  country  had  suffered.  It  was  absurd  to  talk  of 
a  paper  currency  convertible  into  go]<l ;  for  the  moment 
Uiey  introduced  jwiper,  they  woultl  lumish  coin,  except 
sucii  coin  as  wiu  of  lower  denomination  than  the  paper.     It 
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waa  impoCftiMD  to  rvtain  eidier  tlic  present  or  any  othor 
■inoimC  of  gold,  except  uj>on  that  coiulitiim ;  for  if  v^o 
returned  to  the  ismc  of  onc^pouml  notes,  we  could  not 
keep  any  coin  in  drculatiun,  which  was  not  lesR  in  value 
Uian  the  pound  sterlinfr. 

I  The  nohle  L*>rd  had  aslcwl  whether,  in  the  present  ctr- 
cumstonccs  of  the  country,  it  wouhl  not  Ik*  a  groat  object  to 
Save  theannuni  expeniie  upon    two  and  twenty  millions  of 
gold  currency  ?     In  the  first  place,   tlie  expense  was  com- 
poratiTely  of  no  iin|H>rtancc ;  and  in  the  next  place,  the 
provisinn  which  the  noUc  Lonl  had  retxmunended,  of  a 
paper  circulation  convertible  into  gold,  was  a  fullary,  a.s  ho 
had  alrt-ady  sluiwii ;  for  when  the  paper  was  let  in,  the 
gold  would  diitapppar,  and  in  this  way  they  would  noon  Ik* 
Kaved  the  whole  expense  of  a  pold  drcutatinn.  'ITiey  might 
vote  the  money;  they  might  coin  it;  but  how  aiidd  they 
retain  it  in   the  country  ?     The  lumourahle  l>artmet  hud 
talked  of  fluctuations  as  the  greatest  evil  under  which  the 
country  had  siiflered ;  but  this,  instead  of  being  an  argu- 
ment for  going  into  a  committee,  was  the  greatest  objix-tion 
to  such  a  pnxreeding.     If  they  allowed  the  country  lxink« 
to  go  on  increiising  their  own  issues,  and  encouraging  the 
spirit  of  a|>cculatiun,  which  would  l>c  the  consequence,  the 
Bonk  of  Kugbuid  would  again  be  placeil  in  the  same  situa- 
tion that  it  was  in  the  year  iHS.'y,  and  would  then,  perhaps, 
seilise,  in   itn  fullest  extent,  the  ruin   which  it  had  expe- 
but  [inrtially  nn  the  former  occasion,     lie  would 
that  it  wa»imp(]5sible,  ciiosistenlly  with  the  interest  and 
safety  of  the  oounlry,  to  allow  the  country  banks  a  power 
of  adding  to  their  circulation  as  they  ptcaseil.     Supposing 
a  riic  of  price  to  take  place  in  consetpience  of  a  deficient 
harvest,  the  value  of  money  would  then  be  loweretl.     The 
liigh  price  of  comnuxlities  would  encourage   the  speculator 
tu  deal  in   those  articles,  under  an  exfxctation  that  the 
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MilvwKW  wutiUI  cuntinuc ;  but 

llii^n  N  fall ;  wid  then  the  0ii 

iiUil  floaltvt  tlie  iNink  \tmAL     But,  m  ^m  mA 

llmt  un«  thp  tri-OMurL*  dfl^XMtCcd  inlkrwidfa 
iif  I'lngtiinJ ;  so  thiU  unlc3»  iKey  took  flaaae 
MinK  tht  fiffcot  of  which  wu  paati^  ihiy 
Mhli*  III  I'hfvk   t)w  spirit  of  spccakcfaa.  «Ue 
tH(iiMti-,V  itiilvo  luul  onoouru^^^ 

1 1  wiia  ilir  wnnt  uf  n  proper  metaUkr 
lit    tilt*  ililBL'iiltirK  of  the'  year  1HS5;  aad 
llimmm'  of  pnvMulion,  he  would  wipfuwl  tWi 
llttif,  iiiHii'iul  of  Bf(aiii  un«cltlinf(  the  whole  of  i 
imntbs  which  r\li*mliii  tiiult  thecounirf  baak>  ia 
UVilMUtvinl,  if  Ut«  foL't  wcru  u6C«rtAincd,  it  would  ^ 
IImI  'Wmi   i>t*  thr  country  hanker*  vould  either 
«y«kMi  ctirrktl  Into  cotnploto  cfTeet,  thm  thahAtmid 
IWy  WW  of  it*  foni]>K-iitHi.     When  they  knew«  a*  be  bop^| 
l^t  ^^luiht  liy  thi'  (Ifciiiion  of  that  night,  th^t  the 
luvhlM  wiuiltl  iHtciMiipli'tvtl,  not  di!«turbcxi,  they  would  «dd|i| 
M  Hitiiv  wuIinI  priiH-ipW  of  acconimndatioti  ttod  crvdfU 
flUniUI   ihiit  oHirx.'   which    was  m<mt  c<miiM>  ^  thil 

|lrt»ltii<>  of  tho  I'iMintry,  inftttiid  of  wantleriix^   : tiMarfj 

VMKtii'  Ahd  niuviiiiiii  chinieruis  which  muat  ruraU  fram 
viM'UUlInK  Apiiic  in  thr  fmlicy  which  prafe«n>d  to  rcgukit] 
Ihi'lr   pnwfdinipk.     I'or  tlietio  and   for  i»thor  reoatoas, 
khotdd  iip|HMi  the  (inK'nthnvut  of  the  honoiiruble  U 
Hint  voir  Atr  ihr  origtiud  inuiitU)*  'I 

lltH   ItiuiHi  iIKUhI:  For  the  uncndmciit,  48.     Fur  tL  1 ' 

ItiiiltflH.  \M. 
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E-VST-INDFA  TRADE— EQl;ALIZATIO^f  OF  THK 

DUTIES  ON  SUOAR. 

June  lit. 

Tn  punnsnceofthp  notice  \w  had  given, 

Mr.  HusKissoN  rose.     He  eaid,  tlmt  although  he  had, 
OD  a  former  day,    announced    his   intention   to  present  a 
petition   from  the  merchants  of  Calcutta,   respecting  the 
trade   vith   India,  still  lie  did  not  mean  to  provoke  any 
discussion    on   the   very    important   question   to  which    it 
IvUted.     He   took  thin  ctiurw,   because  he  tlwught   that 
incidental  di^tcussiouR  on  petitions  were  unwise,  and  oti^ht 
to  be  avoided.     Im[Kirtant  subjects  would,  in  his  opinion^ 
C4nnc   under  the  cun^ideratioii   of  the  House  with   better 
effect  when  they  were  brought  forward  in  the  ordinary  and 
regular  course  of  buaineaa :  and  therefore  he  should,  upon 
thw  occasion,  cunHne  himself  to  stating,  as  shortly  as  po»- 
sible,  the  nature  of  the  petition  which  he  held  in  his  hand. 
That  petition  was  intrustetl  to  him,  he  might  almost  Aay, 
on  behalf  of  every  Hritiiih  merchant  in  Calcutta,  and  of  a 
very  considerable  numl>er  of  the  most   wealthy  and   dif*- 
tiuguiiilied  native  merchanU  in  tliat  opulent  city, — pLTsons 
whfMMB  skill,  unterprize,  and  industry,  if  fostered  and  en* 
couraged,  must  prove  highly  bencHcial   to  this  country^ 
ina^umeh  a»  many  of  that  active  class  of  individuals  were 
willing  to  emburk   tlicir   pro{H:rty  in   llie    furtherance   of 
manufactures,  of  navigation,  and  of  those  arts  which  led  to 
general  prosperity.     He  would  alw  aav,  that  as  these  par- 
ties were  not,  either  directly  or  virtually,  represented  in 
that  House,  tliey  came  before  the  legi.slature  with  peculiar 
claims  to  attention. 

Now,  the  j*etitioners  stated,  and  they  did  so,  he  hod  no 
doubt,  with  great  sincerity,  tliat  tliey  felt  much  satisfactioa 
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advance  would  cuntinue;  hut  tbcu  would  come  a  glut,  aiid 
then  a  fall ;  and  then  the  fluctuations  w)iich  precctle  a  panic ; 
ami  HnaUv,  the  panic  it:^Lf.  But,  in  the  niidttt  of  all  these 
chants,  tlicre  was  one  coiuoiodity  that  would  not  hm-s  and 
that  was  tlic  treasure  deposited  in  the  vault:*  uf  the  Bank 
of  Knglond ;  so  that  unless  they  took  some  strong  mea- 
sures, the  effect  of  which  was  panic,  tliey  woidd  not  be 
able  to  check  tlie  spirit  of  s()eculation,  which  the  issue  of 
country  notes  hod  encourageil. 

It  was  the  want  of  a  proper  metallic  currency  that  led 
to   the  difficulties  of  the  yenr  1835;  and  therefore,  as  a 
measure  of  precaution,  hu  woidd  sup|xirl  the  mc>asure  ol 
18^6,  instead  of  again  unsettling  the  whole  of  the  arrange^ 
ments,  which  extended  to  all  the  country  banks  in  Knglaini* 
He  Ix'lieveil,  if  tlie  fact  were  ascertained,  it  would  be  found 
that    m<xit   of   the   c(»untry   bunkers  would  rather  s*fe  tJkC  ■ 
system  carried  into  complete  effect,  than  abandoned  on  thv*j 
very  eve  of  its  completion.     When  they  knew,  as  he  hoped ' 
they  woidd  bv  the  decision  of  that  night,  that  the  arrange^ 
nients  would  bo  complete<U  not  disturlx^l,  they  won h!  adopt 
a  more  settled  principle  of  accommodation  and  credit,  nnd 
pursue   that  course  which    was  most  consistent  with  the 
interests  of  the  country,  instead  of  wandering  into  xhoai 
vague  and  tmcertain  chimeras,   which  must  result  from  1 1 
vacillating  spirit  in  the  policy  wltich  professed  to  regulate^ 
their  prtx^eedings.     For  these  anil   for  other  realms,  hi 
sJiould  op]x)t>e  the  amendment  of  the  lionourable  baronet^ 
and  vote  for  the  original  motion, 

TTie  Huiuc  flividcd :  For  ttie  Biuendraent,  45.    Pr«*  the 
Uiolirm,  1S4.  ' 
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BASTINDIA  TRADK— EQUALIZATIO:*  OF  THK 
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June  \(i.  ^» 

L~'  Tn  piinuancc  of  the  notice  bo  bad  gircn, 

Mr.  HusKissoN  ntse.     He  said,  timt  althougli  lie  had, 
on   a  former  day,   announced   Ins   iotcntioit  to  present  a 
petition   from   the  merchants  of  Calcutta,   respecting  ihe 
trade   with  India,  fltill  he  did  not  mean  to  provoke  any 
discussion   on   the   very   important   question   to  which    it 
related.     He   took   this  course,   because   he   thoup;iit   that 
iucidcntiil  discussions  on  pctitioni»  were  unwise,  and  ought 
to  be  avoided.     Important  subjects  would,  in  his  opinion^ 
ODnae  under  tlic  ctmsideration   of  the  House  with   better 
effVct  when  they  were  brought  forward  in  the  ordinary  aivd 
regular  course  of  business :  and  therefore  he  sliould,  upon 
this  occasion,  confine  liimself  to  stating,  as  shortly  as  pos- 
juble,  tlie  nature  of  the  jietition  which  he  held  in  his  hand- 
That  petition  was  intrusted  to  him,  he  might  almost  say, 
on  behalf  of  every  British  merchant  in  Calcutta,  and  of  a 
very  coh^tiderable  ntimber  of  the  most   wealtliy  and  dis- 
tinguished native  merchants  in  tliat  opulent  city, — persona 
whose  skill,  enlerprize,  and  industry,  if  fostered  and  cn- 
euuroged,  must  prove  highly  beneiiciul  to  this  country, 
illknnuch  as  many  of  that  active  class  of  individuals  were 
willing  to  cud>ark   their   pru|K'rty  in   the   furtherance   of 
manufactures,  of  navigation,  and  of  those  arts  which  led  to 
general  prosperity.     He  would  also  say,  that  as  these  par- 
ties were  not,  either  directly  or  virtually,  represented  in 
that  House,  they  came  before  the  Ic^slatiuv  with  peculiar 
claims  to  attention. 

Now,  the  petitioners  stated,  and  they  did  so,  he  liad  no 
doubt,  with  great  sincerity,  that  tliey  felt  much  salisfactioa 
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at  the  incTcasetl  facility  given  of  late  years  to  a  commercial 
iatercoursfc  with  other  countries  and   nations,  as  well  aa 
witli  the  mother  txiuntry  and  all  its  dependencies.     Theyf 
felt  confident  that  the  same  svfitein  would  still  be  j)ur8uedv 
and  thai  on  any  occasion,  when  the  legislature  introduced' 
measures  afiecting   tlie   trade   between    this   country  and 
India,  they  would  consider  free  intercourse  oa  the  rule^i 
and  restriction  as  the  exception,  to  be  only  maintained  oa> 
some  specific  ground  of  necessity  or  of  commercial  policy* 
He  could  nut  think  there  was  a  doubt  that  Parliament: 
would  take  this  view  of  the  subject,  when  they  were  eallcdi 
on,  as  at  no  distant  period  they  would  be,  to  consider  of  1 
the  renewal  of  the  East-India  Company's  Charter;    be«£. 
cause,  if  they  looked  back  to  the  effects  which  had  beea  r 
produced  by  the  relaxation  that  t(.)ok  place  af^er  the  last  ro^  c 
newal   of  the  Charter,   they  would  find,  that   the  direct  » 
commerce  between  this  country  and  British  India  had  lieefliS 
more  than  doubled.     New  Iwanches  of  trade  had  sprung 
up,  and  others  were  every  day  arising;  and  tlmt,  too,  con- 
trary to  tl»c  predictions  of  those  wlw  were  considerc-d  to  \ie*\ 
the  great  practical   authorities  on  this  subject^  and  who  \ 
were  well   acquainted    with    the    manners   and   habit*  of''* 
tlic  innnenso  population  that  was  placed  tinder  our  rule.       ""i 
•    In  the  same  manner  those  autlwrities  confidently  stated,  >•) 
that   the  greatest  possible  e>*il   would   result  from  any 
pcrmisfii4m  or  privilege  being  given  to  British  sulijeds  tn  •] 
send  their  capital  to  India,  for  the  pnqHwe  of  investing  it  ** 
in  prtj^cts  connected  with   the  impmvement   of  n>anu-  ^1 
factures  and   commerce   in   India.     These   opinions  liad,  »| 
however,  he  believed,  given  way  to  more  lil>eral  views,  and 
it  was  now  allowed,  that  the  capital  of  this  country  might  '* 
be  employed  with  great  propriety,  and  most  beneficially,  in 
the  improvtnienl  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  British    I 
India;  and  he  knew,  tlmt  where  such  a  system  had  been    ^ 
la  .{f'n-  ..(  irnh^tif  • 
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acted  on,   in  Calcutta  and  its  neighbourliood,  a  greatcn- 
bond  of  union  and  good-will  was  olktenable  between  the 
British  authorities  and  the  natives — a  great  improvement  in 
arts  and  manufactures  had  taken  pluct> — and  thoM?  moral 
feelings  which  enabled  individuals  to  dificharj^  all  the  duties 
of  racial  Life  were  more  sedulously  cultivated.  This  countrj, 
tlierefore,  ought  not  to  be  alow  in  extending  civil  righu  to 
the  people  of  Calcutta,  which  they  did  not  liefore  possess. 
The  natives  were  now  coinjK-tent  to  serve  on  juries;  and* 
in  proportion  as  they   formed  an   acquaintance  with   the 
EogUsii  language,  with  Kitgliiih  habits  and  with  English 
feelings,  their  impro^•emeIlt  woiUd  become  more  decidctl 
and    more  rapid.     He   could  only  look   to  the  increased 
intercuurse    between   individuals  of  llie  two  countries  as 
aiDurce  of  mutual  beneiit.     It  might  l>e,  and  indeed  mas, 
oonsnlct'ed   as  a   subject   wliich   involved    UMixe  degree  of 
flttKculty,  and  which  demanded  tliematurest  investigation. 
He  inatle  these  brief  remarks  with  no  other  view  but  to 
dejirecate  disciission  at  present,  and  at   the   same  time  to 
point  out  the  great  )ni|>ortancc  of  the  petition.     It  wtmld 
be  a  matter  of  Uio  utmost  imjwrtance,  when  tJic  renewal  of 
the  Charter  came  under  the  connderation  uf  Parliament^ 
not  to  lose  sight  of  tliose  principles  which  were  necessary 
for  the  improvement  of  navigation,  the  extension  of  oom- 
merce  and    manufactures,  and»    what  was  of  infinite  ira*\tv 
portnnce  to  the  welfare  of  Iwth  those  interests — a  subject 
to  which  the  anxious  attention  of  the  legislature  ought  to 
l>e  directed — the  improvement  of  tJie  habits  of  the  native 
})opulation  of  India. 

With  these  generol  views,  he  hhould  merely  state,  ilmt 
the  i)etiti<>ner»  farther  observetl  to  the  House  tliat  they  wen- 
satisfied  that  much  incmivuuience  was  felt  and  much  in- 
jury sustaine<l,  in  consequence  of  the  inequality  of  duty  on 
Ka^  and  West-India  sugars.  Tliat  (juevtimi  had,  however, 
been  pnntponed  to  a  future  ])eriod,  and  therefore  he  sliould 
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not  offer  any  opinion  on  it  at  present.  The  pctitiooers  also 
eomploitiet],  tliat  other  staples  of  India,  such  as  cotton, 
&c.,  were,  in  consequence  of  the  rate  of  duty,  excluded 
from  this  country.  In  fact,  they  felt  that  those  articles 
were  treated  as  if  tliey  were  n(»t  the  produce  of  a 
BritiHh  possession,  but  of  a  foreign  colony ;  and  th£y 
prayed  that,  even  in  the  present  sessioti,  some  reform  might 
be  effected  in  the  scale  of  duties.  When  these  subjects 
came  regularly  to  be  discussed,  he  had  no  duubl  that  the 
utmost  attention  would  be  paid  to  them ;  and  looking  to 
the  trade  with  llie  Indian  Archipelago — ^Iixiking  to  the 
various  new  sources  of  trade  and  commerce  which  vrtre 
springing  up — but  more  particularly  looking  to  the  prt^abW 
intercourse  between  India  and  the  liberated  states  of  Sooth 
America,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  a  field  would  be 
0|>ened  for  the  employment  of  British  capital,  much  more 
extensive  than  was  imagined  by  those  who  had  not  narrowly 
considered  the  subject.  These  branches  of  ;coinaierce  *««! 
only  in  their  infancy  ;  but  he  was  convinced^  that  if  thti' 
were  encouraged  the  covnitrj*  would  derive  incalcuUbhr 
benefit  from  them.  Having  made  these  few  remarlEs  he 
should  beg  leave  to  bring  up  the  petition. 


BIIITISH  SHIPPING  INTEREST. 

General  Gascovnc  this  dav  culled  tlie  attention  nf  the  HmD8«  to  i 
'tCaic  of  ill?  Britinh  Shipping^  Tntcrcnt.  He  maintained  that  aroDttder- 
abte  diminiilion  in  the  trade  had  tuken  lijai^,  and  nioveil,  that  iht 
Houne  should  pl«d^e  itself  to  inquire  into  the  raases  thfrettfoot 
aenaitin.  AOvr  the  nintioii  had  beun  (tppoaed  by  Mr.  Cuaiimay,  Mr. 
('harlcs  Grant,  ajid  Mr.  Poulett  Xhompvonj  aod  supported  by  Mr. 
Kobimnn  and  Mr.  Liddcll. 

Mr.  HiTRKissoN  rose. — He  said,  that  at  that  late  hour  of 
the  night  he  would  not  trespass  lung  upon  the  attention  o( 
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the  House.  In  preceding  scssioiia,  he  hail  already  fttated  at 
iarge  his  views  and  priiici)iles  in  reference  to  this  important 
4}uestiun ;  and  it  would  be  (|ULte  iiu):»(>ssiblc'  for  him  to  add 
any  thing  tu  the  lucid  imd  convincing  t>tateinunt  of  facts 
.which  hiit  right  honnuruhle  friend*  hnd  Uid  lH.*fare  tlie 
House  U(X)n  this  now  almuNt  exhaustcil  siibjiirt.  The 
iuxHiurable  uieuiber  fur  Doverf  had  expresHed  iiia  indig- 
nant feelings  at  the  treatment  which  he  (Mr.  Huskisfcon) 
had  received  from  certain  parties.  He  could  assure  the 
House,  that  such  treatment  had  in  no  degree  disturbed  the 
tranquillity  of  1  lis  feebogn,  and  if  the  Uiip-owneru  hail  only 
paid  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  writer  of  the  sciu-riluus 
pamphlet  alluded  to,  he  would  say  they  had  measured  their 
liberality  by  the  low  nile  of  freiglils.  He  would  own  that 
be  had  been  ratlier  startled  by  the  first  statement  of  the 
gallant  general.  The  gallant  general  cununenced  by  stating, 
thai  he  was  about  to  discuss — what?  an  al>straeC  naval 
question,  with  a  collateral  view  to  commerce.  He  must 
acluiowledge  that  his  gallaikt  colleague  had  well  perfurmed 
his  promise — if  by  "  abstract"  he  bad  meant  a  view  of  the 
subject,  leaving  out  aU  the  facts  of  the  case — and  certainly 
his  gallant  colleague  treated  the  collateral  jwirt  of  the  ques- 
tion with  quite  as  little  reserve. 

The  gallant  general  had  argued  upon  what  he  seemed  to 
consider  an  apparent  deficiency,  or  falling-ofif',  in  the  ton- 
nage of  the  country,  and  in  the  num1>er  of  seamen ;  an<I  his 
proposition  was — that,  next  session,  they  should  inquire 
into  a  subject  wliicli  had  been  already  fully  and  satisfac- 
torily explained.  In  tlie  year  18Ii5,  he  had  felt  jt  his  duty 
to  consolidate  all  the  complicated  and  various  acts  relating 
to  shipping ;  and  by  one  provision  then  made,  it  was  ortlrr- 
ed,  that  all  ship»  on  coming  into  port  should  \k  registered, 
upon  the  oath  uf  the  cuptairu     The  old  n^stry  act,  the 

.    *  Mr.  Chfcrio  Grant.  .  ^  Mr.  PimMtThotntnon. 
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JMith  i>f  the  late  King,  tUd  not  provide  for  the  t-htps  wliich 
luighl  l)e  lost  at  sea,  or  otherwise  destroyed.  Their  registries 
still  remained  ;  but  when  he  came  to  reniodd  the  registries, 
in  the  year  1827,  it  was  plain  that  those  ships  which  were 
no  longer  in  existence  coiUd  not  be  registered  de  novo, 
Tlierufore,  all  the  shipping  which  had  \ieen  lost  or  destroyed, 
irom  the  year  1774  to  1827,  were  omitted  in  the  new  regi** 
try  list ;   and  thereupon  the  gallant  general  called  upon 
him  to  account    for  the  apparent  diniinution  in  shipjiing 
between  1896  and  1827-    Why,  die  same  thing  woidd  have 
happened,  if  the  remodelling  of  the  registrj'  act  had  taken 
place  in  181 1-,  or  in  any  other  year.  But  his  gallant  colleague 
inquired,  what  had  become  of  the  seamen  ?     In  reply  to 
this  question,  he  would  state,  that  about  a  century  and  a 
half  ago  this  House  granted  a  land-tax  to  the  Crown,  oiid 
tax  commissioners  were   appointed  by  King  William  in 
every  county    for  its  collection.      These   collectors    were 
a|>pointed  only  for  the  year;  and  it  appeared,  that  each 
year  the  county  members  returned   to   Government   the 
names  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  quali6ed  to  fill  the  office. 
From  the  period  of  King  William  to  the  present  time,  this 
law  had  continued  unchanged,  when  at  this  moment  a  bill 
for  that  purpose  was  passing  through  the  House ;  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  append  to  that  bill   the  names  of 
all  the  commissioners  who  had  been  appoiutetl,  and  of  all 
the  persons  who  had   been  recommended  by  the  several 
county  members,  from  the  time  of  King  WilUam  to  the 
present.     The  bill  in   that  state  liad  been  already  reajd  a 
third  time.  It  was  a  mass  of  such  magnitude,  that  the  other 
bills  on  the  table  would  appear  but  as  mere  shreds  beforv 
it ;  and,  indeed,  he  would  not  like  to  be  the  person  to  nwvc 
that  it  should  be  carried  to  the  Lords  by  any  single  member 
of  that  House.     Now,  if  any  one  ])roposed  to  take  out  pf 
tliat  bill  the  names  of  all  ttiose  ^wrsons  who  were  iiaqucs* 
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Uutialily  tltad — suth  as  those  appointed  in  the  reigns  of 
king  Wiiliam,  (jueeu  Anne,  king  Goorjjc  I.,  II.,  ami  III.,— 
his  honourable  and  pliant  colleague  vrould  probably  stare 
nt  the  diniiniahc<l  bill,  and  ask  "  what  had  became  of  all 
the  couimissioncrs  ?*" 

.  Hia gallant  friend  had  admitted,  that  there  was  on  increase 
in  trade,  bt4t  he  complained,  that  the  expense  in  the  men 
and  shipping,  by  which  the  trade  was  carried  on,  had  de- 
creased. What,  then,  was  the  manifest  object  of  hii  m* 
<]uiry  ?  Thai  the  ship|>ing  should  be  employed  at  Iiigher 
rates, — that  the  country  should  be  put  to  greater  expense,— 
and  that  thuB  alt  competition  with  foreign  countries  should 
|je  prevented  !  His  gallant  fritiid  had  complainetl  that, 
Dy  the  aid  of  Rteom-paekets,  vessels  were  enabled  of^en  a 
fortnight  sooner  to  get  to  sea,  and  tliat  British  vessels  often 
uiodc  two  voyages  in  one  season  to  the  Baltic.  Hia  gallant 
friend  (Aight  at  once  to  pass  a  law  to  put  down  steam* 
packet*,  and  to  prevent  vessels  making  more  than  one 
voyage  in  the  year  to  the  Baltic.  There  was  at  present 
an  agent  in  London  for  all  the  shipping  belonging  to  the 
uorth-ea&t  coast  of  England.  That  gentleman  was  Mr. 
^.^chmond,  one  who  had  closi-ly  attended  to  the  interests 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  watch  over;  and  in  a  letter  which 
he  had  received  from  that  gentleman  this  very  morning,  there 
occurred  the  following  sentence  :—**  It  is  not  from  want  of 
employment  that  we  complain  ;  we  have  more  of  that  than 
pver  there  was.  Owing  to  the  consum|)tion  of  our  noble 
and  wealthy  country,  I  am  con%inced  tliat  theimjxirtations 
of  the  year  1826  haveexceetled  lliose  of  the  far-famed  year 
1825.''  This  sliowed  that  tl»e  shipping  interests  were  in  no 
want  of  emplovuient.  He  woidd  admit  that  those  interests, 
as  well  as  the  other  interests  of  this  country,  had  latteHy 
made  but  small  pro6ts;  but  that  was  owing  to  general 
cauaes,  which  all  mu!^t  admit,  while  they  deplored  their 
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lexistence.  The  shipping  interest  complained,  on  tW  oae 
hand  ;  and  su  did  the  farmers  And  manufacturers  on  Uie 
other. 

.  It  had  been  over  and  over  ngain  a^ked,  whether,  undiT 
.  jthe  present  systeiu,  British  tthipping  could  stand  a  (air 
l4:uni|)ctitit>n  with  the  ships  of  other  nations.  He  would 
answer  that  (jucstion  by  a  statement  which  had  been  put 
into  his  hands  bv  one  of  the  nicniliers  for  the  city  t>f  l-*wi- 
don.*  The  jxirts  of  Bra/.il  irere  free  ports;  and  it  ap. 
peared  that  the  trade  of  BraKil,  between  Brazil  and  Europe, 
owinj;  to  the  want  of  shipping  in  BroziU  must  be  carried 
on,  eitlier  by  Kuro]H>ati  ships,  or  by  those  of  the  United 
^tatcs.  One  article  of  Brazilian  produce  wa;9  &ugar.  That 
MglU'  could  twt  be  brought  to  England,  on  accoimt  of  the 
high  prohiltitorv  duties.  Agreat  portion  of  it  waitexported 
to  Trieste,  ami  the  other  jwrtion  to  Hantburgh.  Tweaty- 
«ight  vessels  hatl  sailed  from  Bahia  in  the  last  year  laden  with 
sugar  to  Trieste;  and  of  these,  four  were  Anfitrian,  two  were 
Swedes,  one  Russian  ;  in  all  seven.  The  remaining  twenty- 
one  were  English.  I'^orty-cight  ships  had  sailed  to  Ham- 
burgh from  Bahia,  during  the  last  year  :  of  these  twelve 
iH'Iongctl  to  llatidmrgh,  two  were  Germans,  one  Dutch, 
one  Swede,  one  Russian,  and  twenty-three  of  them  were 
English.  Thus,  out  of  seventy-five  vessels  which  carried 
on  the  trade  of  the  Brazils  with  Europe,  about  fifty  were 
English. 

-  While  he  had  been  absent  from  the  House,  he  had  heard 
that  his  right  honourable  frieml,  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,'!'  had  declared,  that  his  own  mind,  and 
that  of  his  right  honourable  colleague,  the  President  of 
that  Itoard,  were  *M)lank^  uj»n  this  subject.  He  did  not 
think,  however,  that  they  were  persons  likely  <o  adopt  an^ 
change  in  the  general  polky  and  principle  of  the  conW ! 

*"  •  Mr.  AWerman  'JTiompon. '  t  Mr.  Courlcoay. 
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mcFce  of  tlii:i  countn*,  which  had  been  introduced  witliin 
the  last  eight  years  by  his  two  noble  friends,  now  in  the 
other  House,  and  himself.  He  wafi  sure  that  the  Vioe> 
President  of  ihe  Board  of  Trade  was  animatefl  by  such 
Liberal  feelings,  that  when  he  exaniine<l  into  the  firesent 
system,  he  wauhi  come  to  the  determination  of  nixuntuining 
and  uipporting  it.  The  syRtem  had  the  approval  of  the 
pfefjent  Secretary  of  the  Home  Department.  It  ha<l  the 
approval  of  every  member  of  Lord  Liverjtoors  j^vem- 
ment,  and  it  was  entirely  approA'eil  of  by  Lord  Liverpool 
himself! 

He  was  anxious  that  it  »hoiild  f^  forth  to  foreign 
nations  that  t^iis  country  would  not  n'trograde  fn>m  that 
system.  And  he  was  sure  that  hi^  riglit  honourable  friend 
did  not  intend  to  hint,  by  the  expression  which  had  fallen 
from  him,  that  any  change  was  contemplated  in  that  sys- 
tem. All  lie  wuuld  nak  was,  let  the  system  have  fair 
play.  If  the  blessings  of  peace  oould  be  continued,  he 
waa  sure  that,  under  that  syfitcm,  commerce,  and  all  tlie 
interests  cuuoecced  with  commerce,  would  fiourisli  aiul 
improve*  A  cliar^  hod  l>cen  made  elsewhere  by  one  who, 
because  he  luul  been  a  diplomatist,  assumed  the  wisdom  of 
a  6tnteff!»ian,  againat  thif*  country  for  recogtii/.tng  the  in- 
def)endence  of  the  South  American  States.  Il  wati  a  tardy 
wiadoin  wliich  cjune  in  with  its  advice,  when  fortunately 
it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  e>tablishment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  those  great  and  extensive  countries.  Those 
states  had  unfortunately  occupied  the  relation  of  l>elli- 
gercntft  with  one  another,  and  some  infractions  of  the  laws 
of  nations  had  been  committed.  But,  had  sucli  infractions 
never  been  committed  by  this  and  other  civilized  countries 
ia  a  atAte  of  war?  Why !  Old  Spain  herself  had  sinned 
fifty  times  as  much  in  that  way,  as  the  countries  that  had 
been  freed  from  her  yoke.     There  had  not  beea  one  can 


aet 


XKW    SOUTU    WALJ(8— TKl.VL    fiV    JUttV. 


[J|«e 


,of  irreguJArity  conimitt4Hl  by  those  belligerents  on  British 
eomraeicc,  which  had  not  been  made  the  subject  of  remoo- 
Ktrance.  Those  states,  wheD  they  became  more  settled  and 
tranquil,  would,  he  was  convioced,  add  increased  wealth  to 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  would  be,  in  every  way, 
productive  of  the  greatest  advantagcb  to  England.  He 
coucliwled  by  repeating  his  hope,  that  tlie  present  conuner- 
^cial  system  would  have  fair  plaVi  ^nd  a  fair  trial,  and  he 
^^would  stake  bis  cliaracter  and  his  reputation  ou  its  success. 

' '  'the  motion  was  negatiTed  nithoul  a  division. 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES  BILL— TRIAL  BY  JUR)'. 
it*  Jhtifi  20. 

*  On  the  order  of  the  day  for  going:  >"'<>  ^  committee  on  tho  Bill, 
'to  |>rovide  for  the  ndmitilatmtion  of  justice  in  New*  Soutli  Watei 
and  Van  Diemen's  Lnnd/'  Sir  Jamev  Mackiiiloah  moved,  "  Thai  it 
|)V  an  Inittruction  to  the  Committee,  that  ihcy  have  power  to  receive 
''%  clause  for  the  immediate  estahliiibment  of  Trial  by  Jury,  and  of  an 
Sieetive  Assembly  in  the  said  colony,*' 

Wr.  HusKissoN  said,  he  would  ofTcr  a  few  obserratious 
^^n  support  of  the  measure  wliicli  he  had  had  the  honour  to 
}propoiic.     That  measure  Iiad  nut  been  framed  without  a 
careful  investigation  into  tlae  actual  circumstances  of  tlie 
,  colony,  and  the  right  honourable  ^entleniou  had  done  him 
but  justice  in  saying,  that  he  had  kept  in  miud  the  im* 
portancc  of  not  formuig  any  regulation  Mrhich  would  pre- 
vent the  gradual  introduction  into  that  country  of  all  the 
institutions  which  were  acknowledged  to  be  so  beneficial  in 
this.     He  iviblied  most  sincerely  to  Hec  the  population  of 
New  South  Wales  in  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  tlie  advan- 
tages  resulting   from   Trial  by   Jurj'    and  an   Elective 
Assembly)  on  the  some  principle  as  those  wluch  were  so 
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aufwssfVil  hi  theiro|>criitionsin  Kng-land.     Rul  riieque*ition 

was,  whether  they  could  be  so  introduced,  under  alt  tho 

peculiar  drcumstancen  at  present  attendant  on  the  state  of 

tocicty  in   that  colony-      He   thought  they   coidd  not. 

Tfiere  was,  hi  fatt,  Ittth-  difference  lietweon  the  pnn|nwition 

C>f  the  rfght  honourable  gentleman  nnd  his  own-     The  one 

wished  for  the  immediate  introduction  of  trial  by  jury, 

giving  the  Governor  a  qnalifying  power  of  nuApending  it 

in  any  local  district,  according  to  his  discretion.    The  other 

pro|)Oi(ed,  that  it  should  be  Huspended  for  the  preM:ut,  hut 

f^ve  a  puwer  to  the  Governor  gradually  to  extend  the 

sy!»ten],    according    as   circiimstances    might    admit   of  it. 

lie  aliM)  intended  to  move  an  amendment,  "  that  in  all  civil 

casefl  the  Supreme  Ctmrt  should  have  a  discretionary  power 

to  grant  trial  by  jury,  if  the  parties  were  not  averse  to  it" 

^,   If  tltc  right  honourable  member  had  made  inquirv  into 

be  state  of  the  population,  he  would  have  found  it  quite 

tiipossible  practically  to  introduce,  at  present,  Uie  forms 

TjfUid  proceedings  apjxTtaining  to  jury   triul  and  conslilu- 

tiunai   elections   for   a   legislative   asseudity.      The  right 

honourable  member  had  talked  of  the  manner  in  which  he 

would  gradually  accustom   an   innocent   lioy  of  fourteen 

I'^can*,  brought  up  in  a  monastery,   to  the  buMrtew  <if  life 

the  usages  of  the  world.     For  his  part,  he  could  not 

ercdve  any  similarity  whatever  between  such  a  boy  and 

fthc  population  of  New  South  Wales, — two-thirds  of  which 

^bttd  been  sent  forth,  not  from  a  monastery,  but  from  New- 

:le,  condemned  to  fourteen  years  of  punishment  for  their 

M  against  the  civil  and  moral  interests  of  their 

ellow-subjects.     The  average  of  the  inhabitants  was  one 

an   to   twenty    thousand   acres ;    and '  society*   lie   need 

ely  add,  was  an  a  footing  quite  different  from  that  of 

fihis  country.      ITicre  there   were  feuds  and  jealousic*, 

'  arisiog  from  the  relative  situation  of  freed  men  and  moa* 
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ters.  They  could , never  lie  'brought  to  intermfx  in  social 
life;  and  the  one  class  would  be  too  often  disposed,  when 
an  opportunity  should  present  itself,  lo  avenge  former 
injuries  and  slights,  which  they  might  have  received  from 
the  otlier.  Would  an  £ng1ishnian,  who  went  out  to  the 
country  possessed  of  wealth,  character,  and  education^ 
choose  to  have  his  life  and  liberty  cximsed  lo  the  decision 
of  a  jur)',  nine  or  ten  of  wliom  were  convicted  criminals? 
He  was  satisfied,  from  the  official  inquiries  wliicij  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  institute,  that  nothing  would  so  mucli 
tend  to  deter  capital,  and  respectable  members  of  society? 
from  finding  their  way  to  this  colony,  as  the  establishment 
of  trial  by  jury,  in  its  existing  condition.  The  species  of 
trial  now  in  operation  there  appeared  to  give  the  cotn- 
pletest  satisfaction,  whatever  might  be  its  defects.  There 
were  no  complaints  against  the  administration  of  the  laws, 
either  on  tlie  part  of  the  chief  justice  or  of  the  population. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  any  man  would  prefer  being  tried 
by  seven  officers  of  honour  and  reputation,  to  risking  his 
fate  on  the  verdict  of  such  persons  as  he  had  described. 

As  the  duration  of  the  bill  was  to  be  but  seven  years,  he 
had  givew  an  earnest  of  his  wish  not  to  interfere  with  the 
future  introduction  of  all  the  institutions  which  this  country 
enjoy«l.  He  was  for  from  desirous  to  withhold  from  the 
colony  any  of  the  benefits  to  which  it  sbnuld  \ie  entitled^ 
With  respect  to  the  election  of  a  legislative  council,  he 
wished  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  observe,  that  the 
preseiit  bill  went  a  step  towards  imparting  the  privilege. 
The  existing  Government  was  neither  arbitrary  nor  de^ 
spotic;  for  there  was  a  five  press,  which  had  a  due  influence 
and  control  over  public  affairs.  All  trials  were  held  opcniv, 
and  the  population  on  all  occasions  manifested  a  jealousy 
"with  respect  to  their  rights.  Such  l>eing  the  present  civil 
condition  of  the  colony,  he  could  not  bclie>-c  that  all  the 
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constitutional  customs  of  lh*«  cniintry  would  be  thrro  fur- 
gotton  in  a  few  yoArs,  as  the  right  honnuratilc  gentleman 
■apprehended.  The  gloriuus  institutions  of  Knglami  would 
surely  nut  appear  alien  tu  their  habits  and  feelings  when 
new  settlers  i*f  wealth,  intelligence,  and  reputation,  were 
every  day  removing  thither,  and  thereby  causing  a  constant 
Snfusion  of  Kritibh  principles  amongst  the  population. 

It  »>eeniett   to  him  that   the  pru|>f>»itiun   now  suggcetetl 

would  place  the  Governor  iu  a  luo&t  invidious  situatioity  as 

|t  would  have  him,  at  fifteen  thousand  niiW  distance,  to 

suspend  a  popular  privilege  which  the  Parliament  of  the 

|nother  country  had  been    pleased   to  conftr.     Fiu*  tliese 

msi  he  bhuuld  persevere  in  reeom  men  ding  tha  original 

to  the  House,  with  a  clau.sc  empowering  the  Go- 

fVcruor  to  exteml  trial  hy  jiirv  in  certain  nwcs  and  al«i  ns 

},qiiiring  tliat,  on  the  enactment  of  any  new  statute,  he  KhouUI 

l^ake  a  declaration  of  the  extent  to  wliich  the  Dritifth  law 

|j>btained  in  tlie  colony. 

The  fpatioD  wm  nfg>tivoil. 
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Sir  Hvir}'  Harding,  the  SccrflUiry  at  War,  hnviit|r  iii  ft  commiiwe 

on  ihv  Ordnsoce  EAiimalcs,  movctl,  "  That  30,000/.  bo  gi  anted  I4) 

i  *dcn-ay  t))p  (*xj>enK(>  u(  MiliUry  Works  at  Kingston  in  Upper  Ciuiailit, 

-and  Hnlifix  in  Ntna  I^lhiIih,  for  ihr  yrar  IHJ^," 

[  fv 

Mr.  UuaKiKsoN  said,  he  hod  refrained  from  rising  earlier, 

because  he  wishwl,   before  he  came   to  decide  upon  the 

present    vi>te,    to   hear   it    defcndotl    hy   tiome    coni|wtent 

authority,  who  would   be  capable  of  proving  the  neeesuty 

which  existed  for  thoiie  works,  to  which  the  vole  had  r<v 

ference-     lie  wait  happy  to  say,  that  he  hod  found  that 

authority  for  which  besought  in  the  speech  of  the  Colonial 


366 


D£BSNCB   or  THn  GANADAS. 


[.My 


Secretary,*  whose  explanation  had  perfectly  convinced  Mm* 
of  the  necessity  for  this  vote.     He  conld  not  be  brought  to 
agree  tiiat  the  United  States  vere  not  anibitrous  of  pos- 
sessing ne\r  territories;   and  of  all  the  Briti»ih  !wtt)ement!t 
■which    those  States  were    desirous   of  }>oNseKstngv   he   felt 
assured  that  the  Canados  formed  the  first  objvct  of  their 
ambition.     He  cooceivcd  that  the  genius  of  that  great  and 
rising  nation  turned,  perhaps  naturally,  in  pursuit  of  objects 
by  which   to   increase  its    strength   and  i)*)wer;    and  he 
believed   that  tlie  ambition   which  prompted  America,  in 
1812,  though  perhapK  it  might  be  said  to  Viv  dormant  now, 
was  nevertheless  ready  to  be  called  into  action  on  the  first 
t>ccat<iun.     The  House  sliould  recollect,  that  but  for  the  dc- 
feDceteAs   state  of  the  ('anadati  in    1813,  that  aggmnoii  ' 
which  C45st  tliis  country  so  much  of  its  Iwst  bloo<l,  and  » 
much  of  its  treasure  also,  would  never  have  taken  place. 
Were  we  not  witie,   therefore,  to  provide  against  a  simiUtr 
aggression, by  adopting  those  precautions  which  wisdom  and 
sound  policy  dictatetl  ?  When  the  enormous  expense  incurred 
in  conveying  amis  and  military  store*  from   one  part  of 
Canada  to  another  was  considered; — when  it  was  CAlculated* 
that  in  time  of  war  that   expenditure  anK>unte<]   to  nearly 
a  thousand  pounds  per  day,  it  was  surely  a  measure  of  the 
soundest  policy  to  adopt  thnt  plan,  by  which  not  onlv  those 
expenses  would  Ik  lessened,  but  the  country  fortified  against 
invasion. 

Tlie  question  was  thisp— shall  Kngland  imdertafce  to  pro- 
vide against  future  aggression  in  the  (.'anadas,  by  render- 
ing tliem  ca|mble  of  defence,  or  shall  we  give  them  up  at  ^ 
once,  with  the  loss  of  our  national  character  and  honoor,  ' 
and  overlooking  those  sacred  duties  which,  as  a  parent 
country,  we  owed  to  a  tried  and  faithful  fienpleP  If  -we 
detcmuned,  as  stirely  as  it  became  our  Ktatiuu  in  the  rank 

•  Sir  Georje  Alurrny. 
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of  nations  to  do,  to  defend  the  Caimdsn,  wc  ought,  in  the 
first  pUice,  to  aiimidiT  wbellicr  tliat  defttive  nhuuld  he 
undertaken  with  every  fair  f)rua|)ect  of  ftucress  or  whctlter 
we  should,  hy  a  niggard  vote  at  prewnt,  not  only  render 
that  tiucctfwj  douhlful,  but  incruaiie  the  rxpeii«c  which  it 
shall  cost  UK  tit  U^ast  teuft)Id  ?  The  whi>le  ijiictttitm  amutuitc^ 
to  tlu%— Weve  we,  if  a  Ktruggle  nhould  again  occur,  to  run 
the  ri^k  of  losing  the  Caiiadan  for  ever,  or  woidd  we  at  a 
nuK'h  Wss  expenaof  secure  them  ? 

The  honourable  ujeniber  fur  Cailingtun  had  spokiti  of 
the  certainty  of  kuing  the  (_!anadas,  and  in  fact,  all  our 
foreign  posficssionK,  in  the  course  of  time,  and  in  (lie 
natural  ordtT  of  eventi^  Without  emleavouring  to  eonw 
bat  A  doctrine  whic^  was  utuloubtedly  founded  on  lite 
history  of  past  age»,  and  the  wisdom  of  ex|)erience  which 
that  hi.story  inculcated,  he  might  ju^t  be  |iennitt«.tl  to 
obaerve,  that  the  question  at  present  apjiearcd  to  bv," 
not  whether  the  C-aiuuhiK  slmuld  be  oura  in  one  hundred 
yeun  to  come,  hut  whether  they  ^Iiould  continue  in 
our  poasesuon,  or  Ikvouu>  |jart  and  paj'cel  uf  lliat  im- 
mense and  overgrowing  republic,  whoic  ambition  wan  ■>  ' 
unquestionable  as  the  nkeanK  to  oocompltt^h  it  were  grvati-i; 
and  formidable  ?  He  for  one,  would  say  distinctly—"  U<^ 
tain  your  posaesttions  at  any  coAt."  Indeed,  ho  deeply  wan  he 
onnvinced  of  the  necessity  of  pursuing  thta  courae,  that, 
looking  to  the  immense  advantiiges  which  we  wereeitherio 
gain  or  to  lose  for  ever,  according  a^  we  pursued  a  wiiie  or 
an  evil  policy,  if  he  could  Ik-  poiulive  that  the  amount  of 
the  present  vote  won  In  be  expended  with  the  positive  c^^r- 
tainty  that  in  fifty  years  to  coint^— not  to  t^jKUik  of  n 
hundred — -the  Canodas  were  to  be  free  and  independent,  h« 
yet  would  not  hesitate  as  to  the  course  he  should  pumic, 
but  would  OA  heartily  give  liia  voti-  under  such  circum- 
stances,  as  he  was  prepared  to  give  it  now;  and  for  this 
reason — that  if  the  Cana4las  in  time  were  to  throw  off  the 
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contrbl  of  tlic  jmrent  countrv,  their  ituii'))eiuli>i)foo  ought  t» 
be  achieved  by  the  growth  of  nationai  honour,  opulence^ 
and  population.     But,  above  alU  let  their  iodependeuoc  be 
effected  rather  by  the  coun^e  of  notural  events  than  by  snf. 
prenmture  and  iinnuturid  separation.     If  lliey  were  to  be-^l 
come  iudffx'ndcnt  by  the  growth  of  their  own  resources,  let"  - 
Ufi  leam  thift  lesson  of  practical  wisdom — ^not  to  encounter  ft* ' 
ruinous  war  in  endeavouring  to  regain  t)»«n.     If  the  tim^ 
fur  .separation  t^liould  at  Last  arrive,  let  it   be  like  the  sever«4 
ing  of  the  members  of  the  same  family,  ivho,  long  united  b^ ' 
the  tics  of  blood  and  affection,  found  it  at  last  neccMary  i«f ' 
port,  but  with  the  kindest  wi»hes  for  each  other's  welfareL* 
Let  it  be  such  a  separation,  that,  instead  of  alienating  would 
strengthen  tlie  foundation  of  those  feelings  of  mutual  good- 
will   which   arise  from    the  considerations   of  family  and 
blood. 

Apart,  therefore,  from  all  consideration  of  the  duty  which 
interest,  or  commercial  advantages,  or  jwwer,  or  the  con- 
sideration   of    patronage — a    consideration    which    some 
Iwnouroble  gerilemeu  had  thought  (it  to  introduce  into  thi» 
debate,  notwithstanding  that  it  was  a  consideration  wU 
unworthy  to  be  mixed  up  with  such  a  (jufstion — indepen-! 
dently  of  all  those  considerations,  he  would  say — Let  th« 
Canadas  be  ours  as  long  as  we  arc  in  a  situation  to  ret 
them,  and  as  long  as  their  loyal  population  shall  cUii^ 
our  protection  ;  and   if,   in   the  course  of  time, — as  wli<^ 
shall   say   that   our   connexion   sliall    be  etcn»al  ? — if,   la  - 
tbc  course  of  time,  a  separation  slioidd   take  place,  let] 
the  countries   which  were  once  united,  and  wliich  parte 
witli  regret,  in  the  hour  of  mutual  necessity,  look  forwar 
to  each   other  for  support  and  assistance-     Kntcrtainina 
these  ^news,  he  should  certainly  supiwrt  the  present  votei/ 
He   hop«l    that  the  grounds  of  irritation,  which  he 
mittcd  oxistetl  in  C'anaila,  would  soon  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained away.     Tie  thought  that  the  Canadians  had  9om| 
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cauHfr  of  coniphtint,  fwrticularly  with  ivfnvnco  t»  (lie  allcitz 
meat  of  the  tMids,  which  too  much  rcHaiihlcil  a  chenf^ltoard. 

■  He  thougfac  that,  after  furty  yean  pofiiiefiHi<m«  tho»e  inil- 
Ikmih  of  acres  should  he  K-ttcr  all«Ktt*Tl,  and  more  advrm- 
ti^^couslv  cultivated.     Hi*  felt  aHi^ufX'd  that  any  irritation 

■  which  might  exist  in  Camida  was  but  temporary,  and  that 
no  u-j»h  was  harboured  there  to  shake  off  the  control  of 
BugUnd.  He  trusted  that,  wlu'n  those  works  were  eom- 
f^tod  which  were  the  ohjectH  of  thf  present  vote,  the  peace 
aod  security  of  the  Canada^  woiiUl  be  placed  upon  a  lat^tinj^ 

K      foundation,  and  that  they  would  never  again  becovno  the 
L     Uieatre  of  attack  and  aggresftioa. 

L ...-. 

^^^^^  Jnfy 

""  On  th«  order  of  the  dar  fnr  lht>  ^pcood  r^ailinf;  of  llir  BOl  Itrntiffftt 
in  tn  Ui«  CWic«tlor  M  th«  Kxchcqucr,  "  to  »ttii>iiil  tlie  Autu  fur  r»- 
gulnting  tito  rcduoUuD  of  the  Natiunftl  Debt,"  ,  ,^ 

Air.  Hi'sKissoK  said,  that  he  could  not  allow  a  lull  which 
made  so  material  a  change,  if  not  in  the  principle,  at  least 
in  the  mode,  in  which  Parliament  had  hitherto  dealt  with 
the  National  Debt,  tn  jmus  tUniu^h  the  second  reading, 
vitKput  entreating  the  penni»sion  of  the  House  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  few  nbitervations  upon  it.  He  lamented 
eLceedingly  tltat,  on  a  (juestiun  of  such  great  ini^xirtance  to 
Ae  country,  there  hod  been  an  inevitable  ncce»tity  which 
prevented  it  from  being  brought  forwanl  at  an  early  period 
of  the  ftesBion,  when  the  Houw  might  have  entered  into  an 
ampler  conaderatiiMi  of  uU  tlie  cotisequenccs  which  were 
Involved  in  the  change  of  the  mode  in  which  the  manage^ 
raent  of  the  National  Debt  had  hitherto  been  conducted.  In 
the   general  view    which  his  right  honourable  friend,  iKe 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  hatl   taken  of  our  financca 
and  of  our  future  prospcfcts,  ami   in  the  general  ojMniona 
which  he  had   stated  to  the  House  on  those  topics,  he,  for 
the   most   ])art,  cordially    concurre<l :    but   there    was  no 
opinion  of  his  right   honourable  friend  in  vrhich  he  more 
cordially  concurred,  than  that  in  which  he  declared,  that  we 
ought  to  have  no  Sinking  Fund,  save  that  which  was  pro- 
duced by  the  surplus  of  our  revenue  above  our  expenditure. 
()n  that   |>oint,  indeetl,  he  believed  that  every  body  wa*  • 
agreed.     He  lamented   that  the  surplus  of  our  rerentiej 
above  our  expenditure  was  not  larger  than  his  right  honour- 
able  friend  had  stated  it  to  be ;  for  he  thought  it  was  de- 
sirable that  a  countrj*  holiling  the  rank  which  this  did  in  thi' 
scale  of  nations, — called  upon  as  it  occasionally  was  to  assert 
its  proud  preeminence  among  them,  and  to  maintain  the 
balance   of  independence  of  smaller  states, — should  show 
not  only  an  ability  to  make  engagements  in  a  tioie  of  war,] 
but  also  an  ability  to  fulfil  them  in  time  of  peace.  Though 
he  was  not  prepared  to  quarrel  with  the  ]iroposed  r«luclion 
iu  the  Sinking  Fund,  yet   he  could   not  but   think  that  a 
Sinking  Fund  of  three  millions  was  much  loo  small,  when 
compared  with  the  debt,  to  the  reduction  of  which  it  was 
to  be  appropriated.  With  this  feeling  he,  of  course,  must  be 
understood,  as  being  strongly  opposed  to  any  reduction  of 
the  surplus  applicable  as  a  Sinking  Fund,  from  three  mil- 
lions to  one  million  and  a  half.  He  conceived  that  their  6r5t 
care  sliould  be  to  guard  against  an  increase  of  the  debt;  and 
he  was  therefore  for  applying  whatever  surplus  there  existed 
to  its  reduction. 

There  was  one  part  of  his  right  honourable  friend^s 
speech  in  which  he  entirely  agreeil,  and  by  which  he  had 
been  greatly  gratified.  It  was  that  in  which  his  right 
honourable  friend  bore  testimony  to  the  value  ajid  adran* 
tage  of  those  princij>lcs,  relating  to  manufactures  and  ctim- 
raercial  industry,  w  hich  had  been  promulgated  of  late  \c:irs 
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^mul  which,  having  tieen  applird  in  the  way  of  a  remi»fdon 
c^  taxes,  and  in  aiteniptu  to  ivriiove  the  re^inunt^i  lliat 
fettcrcxi  the  industry  of  the  couoixy*  had  greatly  contri- 
buted, luxording  to  the  slateiiieni  uf  hi*»  rii;]it  hoiviurablo 
friend)  tu  improve  the  general  cotufnrt  of  oil  classes  of  iiim 
Majesty's  subjects.  Uul  he  wibhed  auf^it  particularly  to  state 

^to  tlie  Houriei  that,  in  hin  view,  tlie  I'lifunded  Debt  of  the 
country  formed  a  part  of  itti  Hnmicial  iiituutiont  to  which  a 
jealous  attention  ou^ht  to  be  paidf  and  which   it  was  ex- 

t,itreuicly  desirable  to  eec  placetl  upon  a  uiorc  ftatiafuctory 
footing.     Taking  all  the  cireuuiittaucvH  of  thi^  Unfunded 

.Debt  into  acci>uni,  uml  connecting  it  with  the  present  en- 

-gagemeuit)   und  mliuncL.s  of   (he  Hank   of  England, — lie 
would  Dot  say,  looking  witli  a  iH-nitinizing  eye  at  tlic  whole 
E>unt  of  ihnt  debt  and  uf  thuM.'  udvant:eb,  that  he  felt  nny 
ent  uneai>)i)e.<oj,    but   he  was   salibfied    that   there  wuh 

*£xound  for   pn»pective*  dib<{uieiude  and  alarm. 

In  1819f  during  ti\e  cousidcratiun  of  the  resuuiption  of 

^_  «ash   poyniciit*,  they  were  told  by  the  Hank  of  liii^land, 

,  that  it  wa«  uecei^^arv  we  shotdd  )Hty  them  the  ten  inillionii 
advanced  by  tiiein  to  tlie  Government  iii>on  Exchequer 
i^illb.  The  ten  niiUiouA  >iere  rt>|Hiid  ;  but  since  then,  more 
that  tiuu)  had  Ix-en  iidvanccd  by  the  Bank  to  the 
^Goveronufnt,  and  tliat  in  a  inouner  which  placed  the  money 
lesa  under  their  oonLrtnil,  than  when  they  advanced  it 
on  Exchequer  billn ;  and  under  Buch  circumstances  as, 
should  a  case  of  emergency  ari»e,  would  place  the  country 
ju  a  situation  of  great  difficulty,  and  posttihly  of  eventual 
In  lSi23,  the  Hank  contracted  with  Government 
vhat  was  called  the  Dead-weight, — that  wan  the  pur- 
^«liaae  of  aunuitie±i  to  the  amount  of  585,000/.  for  forty-four 
years.  Now,  certainly,  at  the  time  thia  contract  was 
^made,  it  wa^  the  ex{vctAtion,  he  did  not  mean  to  fuiy  nf 
the  Directors  of  the  liauk,  but  of  ihos*  who  treateil  with 
Hhvn)  Oft  i|kc  part  of  Government,  and  lUso  the  expectation 
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p(  t)ie   piihlic,   that   the  annuity  so  purchased  ny  thera 
vouM    be  gi-adually  Olbtributed   and  sold   to   th«  public. 
Otherwise    the  Haiik    keeping   the   whole  of  the  annuity^ 
and  paying  not  less  than   13»000,0(X)/.  <hiring   forty-four 
(years,   mjglu   as  well  have    had    its  capital   inyested    in 
ilandt  iKjuses,    or  in  any  thing   else   not    eonverbble    into 
the  means  of  meeting  other  engagements.     Had  it  bceii 
intended,  on  the  part  of  the  Directors,  to  keep  the  annuity 
[permanently,  the  natural  tiling  to  have  done  was,  to  have 
IjCoUed  together  the  whole  l>oily  of  the  Bonk  proprietors^ 
Fand  to  have  stated  to  iheni,  that  such  was  the  nature  of 
[the   contraet,    that  it   was   an  advantageous  arrangement 
[between  the  Governiucnt  and  them,  and  to  liave  called  upon, 
[them  to  advance  the  necessary  capital.     In  tJiat  case,  the 
[puhhc  would  have  dealt   with  the  Bank   as  with  any  other 
jparty  who  made  an  advance  of  money.     Hut,  as  it  was 
linstead  of  the  ca])ital  iK-ing  advanced,  in  order  to  make  the 
payments  to  Government,  all  the  Bunk  did  w^  to  lend  its 
credit,  without  an  advance  of  capital   being  made  on  the 
[mrt  of  any  of  those  who  had  a  pecuniary  interest  in  that 
corporation.      Every  one  must  see  the  difficulties  which 
attended  the  Bank  of  Kngland  making  advances  out  of 
its  general  credit,  staked  ii|«)n  the  property  of  the  indivi- 
dual proprietors.     The  difference  between  such  an  advance 
and  one  on  Excheijuer  Bills  was  very  material.    If  the  issue 
of  these  should  bcconie  too  large,  the  Government  could  p;^* 
off  a  portion  of  them  ;  or  if  the  Bank  wished  to  get  back  its  , 
capital,  it  might  claim  payment  from  the  Government  But  j 
here  the  public  possessed  no  control  over  these  securities; 
for  there  was  no  jKissibility  of  setting  themselves  free  from 
any    jtart  of  the    ^um,  without  the    consent  of  tlie  Bank. 
That  body  had  advanced   upon  them  about  1 1 ,0(K\000/.  , 
They  were  also  largely  in  advance  UfKin  Exchequer  bills.  , 
Their  advances  upon  deliciency  bills,  up  to  the  8th  of  July,  ,  | 
amounted  to  8,000,000/ ,  besides  something  considerable  o^.. 
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tfho  malt   fhilics.     The   only    description   of   ndvanrcfl  in 
hich  (he  Bank   was  defii*ienl,  was  thai  upon  niircantile 
bills  of  exchange. 

Lookinjr  at  all  thL*se  circunistanci>s,  and  with  the*  {Mrasibk', 
thoiifj^h  he  hojxil  the  distant,  pros|»ect  of  n  change  in  the 
drcunistances  of  this  country*  he  conceivetl  it  was  wry  dc- 
athiblc  that  they  should  not  be  placed  in  such  a  situation, 
tflat  the  Hank,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  its  enga^menCs 
with  the  ptiblic,  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  distrcBK- 
ing  the  circulation  of  the  countrv»  or  of  taking  cuunies 
irhich  imght  l»c  inconsi^ttent  with  the  maintenance  of  a 
metallic  ctirrency,  anil  which  niiglu  lead  to  that  which  he 
considered  the  greatciit  of  all  evils — the  recurrence  of  a 
Hank  rrntrictinn  act.  tt  wa*f  said,  that  some  parts  of  the 
country  would  be  distressetl  by  a  Htraitened  cin'ulation,  in 
ton!k*(pience  of  the  calling  in  of  tlie  one-pound  notes.  He 
believed  that  no  such  thing  would  follow.  He  must  at  the 
sftine  time  lay,  that  in  the  metropolis  a  plethora  at  present 
e^sted,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of  findhig  channels  for 
the  Ixmeficial  employment  of  capital.  The  Hank  of  Eng- 
land had  actually  at  this  moment  deposits  of  money,  for 
which  it  could  not  find  any  beneficial  eniployment,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  six  millions.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
several  London  l>anker»  had  large  sums  deposited  with  them 
by  their  customers,  for  which  they  could  find  no  means  of 
employment.  Now,  under  such  circumstances,  if  an  un- 
fav^furalile  state  of  the  exchanges  sliuutd  fK-ciir,  and  if  this 
country  were  compelled  to  make  |XK*uniarv  sacrifices  in 
order  to  sustain  the  national  honour,  it  might  so  happen, 
that  these  six  miUiuns  of  dejiosits  would  be  witlidrawn,  and 
then,  for  self-pnileetion,  the  Hank  would  W  obligi?d  to  di- 
uiinifth  its  circulation.  The  iimse<prences  which  would 
f*»llow  might  easily  be  imugine<l.  He  was  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  efforts  of  ministers  should  be  directed,  at 
tlic  earlii'st  possible   op|Xjrtunity,    ti>wards   rendering  lUe 
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State  of  the   advances   and   engagements  of  the   Bank  of  '  | 
England  more  consistent  with  the  safe  principle.-*  of  bank- 
ing.    In  his  opinion,  of  all  the  evils  which  had  afflicted  this 
country  during  the  lon^j;  period  of  a  liundred  years,  the  re-    ] 
striction  of  cash  payments  by  the   Rank   in  1797,  and  the  ' 
lamentahle  cunsctjiiences  by  which  it  was  attended,  formed 
[the  greatest.     He  wonid  say,  that  that  act  had  proiiuced 
more  confusion  in  property,  and    hatl  entailed  more  moral 
[and  political  evils  on  this  country,  than  had  ever  been  pro-" 
I  duce<l   by  any  other  measure  ;  and    there  was  no  sacrifice 
which  the  Govcrmnent  ought  not  to  make   rather  than  to' 
'  bring  back  the  distress,  the  suffering,  and  the  whole  train  of 
frightful  calamities  which  would  attend  its  renewal. 

Entertaining,  as  he  did,  sueh  an  opinion;  he  did  not 
think  it  was  a  safe  or  consistent  course  for  the  Bank  of 
England,  with  the  engagements  which  it  had  to  discharge, 
to  have  adopted  those  means  of  employing  its  capital 
^in  which  it  was  now  almost  exclusively  absorbed.  AVhen-^ 
ever  difficulties  should  arise  in  the  countrj',  and  when  it 
would  be  vain  to  look  for  a  restriction-act,  tliesc  annu- 
ities, which  might  now  be  sold  by  tlic  Bank,  would  be  then 
productive  of  little  or  no  relief;  aa  it  would  probably  he 
imjx)ssible  to  convert  them,  at  such  a  period, into  cash.  A 
more  disadvantageous  plan  could  not  have  been  adopted. 
In  his  opinion,  the  Bank  of  England  in  this  instance  had 
made  investments  of  securities  which  no  banker  would  ever 
have  thought  of  investing  permanently.  In  1793,  one  half 
of  the  amount  of  the  advances  made  by  the  Bank  was  cm- 
ployed  in  mercantile  discounts.  The  Bank  of  France  at 
this  moment  possessed  a  circulation  of  eight  millions,  and 
it  employed  more  than  one  half  of  it  in  mercantile  business. 
If  tlie  Itank  called  in  its  circulation  by  the  sale  of  these 
securities,  it  would  of  necessity  raise  the  demand  for  dis- 
counts upon  bills  of  exchange,  and  it  would  be  thus  fur- 
iiislicd  with  a  safer  and  more  legitimate  mode  of  employing 
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its  capital.  He  should  be  anxious  to  tec  the  Government 
and  the  Bank  concerting  measures  for  a  reduction  of  the 
present  engagements  of  the  latter ;  and  if  after  that  a 
demand  for  discounts  did  not  arise,  let  the  rate  of  inlerert 
upon  discounting  be  reduced,  and  tlic  deni&nd  would  L*er. 
tainly  follow. 

Feeding  warndy  upon  these  .siihjects,  he  had  deeuietl  it 
necessary  to  give  expressicm  to  his  opinion)*  regarding  the 
expense  attending  our  unfunded  debt.,  ixUi\  the  great  ad- 
vances which  the  Bunk  had  made  ujxmi  aecuritieM  to  the 
Government.  He  th<iught  that  tlicy  cotifideil  too  mucli  in 
the  easy  way  of  carrying  on  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
country;  by  meansof  additions  to  the  unfunded  debt.  Tlie 
Exchequer-bills  amounted  to  f}-^,000,0<MV.>  and.  tliis  year 
there  were  2,000,000^  of  deficiency  bills  to  defray  the  bills 
from  the  Bank.  Nuw,  if  they  nhoidd  be  again  placed  in 
such  a  situation  as  that  of  1825 — which,  by  the  way,  was 
preceded  by  aympton)9  that  could*  not  be  mistaken,  and  of 
tJic  approach  of  wjjieh  he  had  himself  given  more  than  one 
warning, — if  they  were  again  plunged  into  such  difficultiesi 
it  would  be  vain  for  the  Government  to  attempt  to  extricate 
ita^  by  asking  further  advances  from  the  Bonk.  The 
Bank  would  l)e  ftaft^  but  it  would  be  obliged  to  protect 
itHelf  by  contracting  it^  circulation ;  and  the  residt  would 
be  anotlier  ^>anic  throughout  the  country,  followed  by  the 
aame  confusion  of  property,  and  the  same  lamentable  con- 

]uence!S  tlut  attended  the  panic  of  182o. 
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Mr.  HtrsKisxoK  %aid,  that  in  .submitting  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  he  begged  to  assure  his  right 
liouiHiriible  friends  on  the  Treasury  bem^h,   lluit   nothing 
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could  be  farther  from  hU  intention  than  to  elicit  from  ths 
Govenimeut  aiiy  premature  disclosure  of  their  riews  anil 
Beutiments,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  United  StateS| 
as  bearing  on  the  commerce  and  industry  of  this  country* 
Neither  v/aa  it  Iub  intention  to  state  any  specific  opinion  of  j 
hi»  own  on  a  subject  of  so  much  importance,  though  ha 
felt  it  necessary  to  take  i^joie  notice  of,  he  would  not  say , 
the  intention,  but  tlie  tendency  of  the  acts  which  had  lately 
been  i^assed  by  the  legislature  of  the  United  States:   whicb 
he  considered  mainly  detrimental  to  their  own  interests^ 
and  calculated  tu  injure  and  impede  the  commerce  of  lhi« 
country.     Seeing  the  many  other  urgent  matters  tliat  mud 
have  enj^aged   the  attention  of  Government,  and   looking^ 
especially  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  situation  a£j 
the  department  to  whicli  the  consideration  of  these  subject^ 
peculiarly  bcUmged,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they  ha^ 
yet  been  able  to  gfive  to  the  new  American  Tariffs  all  tlitfj 
coottideration  which  their  importance  deserved.     In  181£^| 
very  so*m  after  the  termination  of  the  unfortunate  war  id 
which  we  had  been  engaged  with  the  United  States,  a  con- 
vention of  commerce  was  entered   into   between   the  twd 
countries  for  four  years.     This  caaventi<in  was  renewed  tif 
1818.  The  principle  on  which  it  waa  framed  was  very  short 
and  iiimple.     It  was  one  of  those  treaties  which  had  beea 
bince   so  much   abused,   under   the   name  nf   recipivcity  I 
treaties,  and  was  the  model  on  which  other  treaties  were 
subsequently  constructed.      The  principle  wa&,   that   all 
articles  of  produce,  trade,  or  manufactures,  should  be  r^ 
ceivefl  in  uithcr  countn,',  on  the  pajTnent  of  duties  as  low 
as  were  paid  on  the  same  articles  by  any  other  country;  and 
that  there  »liould  be  no  discriminating  duty,  with  respect  to 
the  ships  in  which  they  were  imported.     This  treaty  or 
convention   was  concluded  for  ten  years,  and  would  expire 
00.  the  10th  of  October  in  the  present  year. 
^  LThc  policy  of  the  United  Slater  iras  .at  tir^  sound  vid' 
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vjacf  and  they  hail  an\y  had  on  articles  imported  fur  tlie  ctm- 
tiiroption  of  their  |Mipulution,  such  diitK-ftan  wcrcMiOicient  fo 
pnivide  fur  the  exigencies  of  the  states  The  clutie«  on  thd 
woollens  of  this  country  wen;  15  jxr  cent.,  and  iIhw*?  on  our 
hardware  and  our  cotton  ^oods  were  evcrn  lower.  In  18!23» 
whilst  the  convention  was  still  binding  on  lM>th  countrieA, 
they^  BtTsnge  to  say,  adopted  a  change  in  their  tariff, 
imposing-  much  higher  duties  on  tliose  urticlfs  which  ihev 
coufiidcred  the  great  stnplcH  of  our  niaiiufacturi*.  Hardware 
was  taxed  thir^  nod  forty  per  cent. ;  cotton  about  the 
saiUL';  and,  aa  if  to  give  a  proof  of  tlieir  intention  de- 
liberately to  violate  the  existing  convention,  they  raieetl  the 
duty  on  roiled  iron  one-half  higher  than  that  on  hanunercd 
lion;  thus  taxing  even  our  iuiprovemrnta  in  niai'hiuery. 
Upon  a  remfmstrance  from  this  country,  the  excxutive 
govenknient  admitted,  much  to  its  cretiit,  that  no  Mich 
increase  of  duty  ought  to  be  inipoM^d,  nor  any  duty  laid 
0O9  ai  reference  to  the  expedition  with  which  it  was 
forged. 

Subsequently,  an  attempt  was  made  to  induce  Ufi  again 
U>  enter  into  a  commercial  convention  for  anotlier  term  of 
ten  years.  He  had  been  the  individuoi  charged  with  arrang- 
ir^  the  renewal  of  the  convention;  ami  in  the  course  of  the 
diactiasiuns,  he  hail  taken  two  objections  to  such  renewal. 
The  finO,  that  as  the  Congress  had  taken  this  (course  with 
the  iron,  there  van  nothing  to  prcvitil  it  fniiri  doing  the  Nime 
nith  the  other  articles  of  oiu-  cxjxjrls  to  the  Ignited  States; 
for  histuncct  cutimi  g(N)d>* ;— -that,  in  fact,  if  at  all  adtnitutl, 
the  principle  wuidd  go  to  deprive  u»— a  great  manufacv 
todog  oountr\— <)f  all  the  benefit  of  our  improvements  in 
macbinerv-  The  second  uhji>ction  wiu>.,  that  itic  scale  of 
dutie*  on  other  articles  had  been  attempted  to  be  increased 
in  I'SJi*,  182-5,  and  IrtSG,  and  was  only  rejected  by  the 
casting-vote  of  the  President.  He  therefore  (iroposed,  that 
the  ]>arti^cs  should  nut  be  bound  to  a  tcrrn  of  ten  years,  but 
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should  conclude  a  new  convention  determinable  at  any  period^ 
prmidLtl  twelve  niuuths  notice  were  given  by  either  party. 
This  convention,  leaving  the  two  countries  coui  para  lively 
unfettered,    was   con('Uide<[    last   August.      Wliilsit   irctn,, 
cotton,  and  hardware,  were  rendered  liable  to  duties  which., 
almost  lunounted  to  a  prohibition,  being  the  staples  of  thi», 
country,  tlic  productions  of  other  countries  were,  iu  Uie 
8amc  proportion,  lowered;  eWdcntly  sliowiug  an  intention 
to  injure,  if  not  altogether  to  ruin,  the  extensive  tratle  car-..' 
rying  on  by  this  country  in  articles  of  its  own  manufacture. 
The   fatal  vote  of   this  year  was  carried  by  as  small  & 
majority  as  it  was  lost  by  in  the  prece<iing  year;  and  the 
beat'informed  Americans  candidly  confessed,  tiiat  they  felt 
thiacooduct  to  be  extremely  unwise  and  impolitic  Be  that 
as  it  might,  each  country  hud  a  right  to  do  in  thi^t  resficcL 
OS  it  liked,  and  we  had  no  right  to  complain.     He  for  on^^ 
made  uo  remonstrance  as  to  the  principle;  bvit  we  had  the; 
remedy  within  ourselves.     He  was,  however,  not  dJqx>sed  • 
to  enter  on  a  war  of  restrictions  or  prohibitions  in  com- 
merce.    He  deeply  regretted  what  had  been  done  in  this^ 
respect;  yet  a  man  must  be  blind  to  the  interests  of  thiii 
country,  who  should  consent  to  deprive  Govcmnient  of  the 
means  of  promptly  meeting  the  effect  of  such  restrictive 
measures  by  corresponding  regulations  here.    If  we  were  not 
in  a  condition  to  vindicate  ourselves,  there  was  at  once  an 
end  of  all  etjuality  ;  nor  could  we  account  satibfactorilv  to 
other  coimtries,  with  whom  we  were  still  allowed  to  trade 
on  fair  terms  of  reciprocity,  for  tliia  tame  endurance  in  injury. 
Neither  was  it  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  a  great  com- 
mercial nation   like  this,   to  sit  in  apathy  and  affect  not 
to   fed  the  impetiiments  thrown  in  the  way  of  its  com- 
merce.    If  we  were  to  take  raw  materials  for  our  maim- 
faclures   from    the   United    Stotes,    we   certainly   should 
ensure  for  our  articles,  when  nianufacturetl  from  those  mate- 
rials, an  ctjuuUy  favourable  reception  in  the  market  as  ttiey 
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exptTienctnl  in  oiher  coimtries,  not  deriving  in  him  nuch 
consiflerable  intiToonimcrcial  atlvanlogcs.     Wliilsl  we  were 
dependent  on  that  country  for  the  raw  materia^  were  ib^ 
to  be  eneouragetl  and   aiilwl    in  lh<-ir  deti'nninntion  to  be 
henceforth  independent   of   oiir   manufactured   goods,   of 
which  they  had  till  now  ret|uirxHl  m  Iwge  a  nipply  ?    It  wu 
a  more  nianlv  course,   in  order  both  to  auert  the  character 
and  protect  the  ootnmeroeof  ihis  country,  b*  protest  against 
a  system  framed  for  the  iinjiiAl  oxclu^on  of  our  articles  of 
manufacture.  That  Rysteni  of  commercial  hostility  ho  deeply 
regretted.     There  were  two  descriptions  of  articles  im- 
jjortcd  into  this  country.     Of  the  first  rlas«,  such  a.*  t<>1>ncco, 
rice,  and  turpentine,  he  fthouUI  !i|x-ak  as  of  articles  which 
were  not  essential  to  our  oommcroe  or  manufactures,  and 
kvere  mere  articles  of  consumption.     We  could,  he  was 
rsattsficd,  wMin   Ih*  abundnntlv  su|)plie<l  with  tobacco  from 
[the  Kast-Indiej;^  by  wiKennd  prudent  inducements  held  otit 
[to  induce  its  improved  cultivation.     The  rice  of  India 
[would  stJon  (indeed  it    was   already  doinj^  so)  usurp   the 
place,  in  mir  list  of  imp<yrt«,  which  that  of  Carolina  liad 
[bold.    In  other  articles,  the  same  change  would  soon  be  ob- 
faervcd'    With  reference  to  cotton,  that  raw  article  so  e&sen- 
^al  In  isuT  ^etil  staple  trade,  it  was  only  necessary  to  give 
its  culture  in  India  the  same  encouragement  and  protection 
which  the  indigo  trade  had  obtained,  to  ensure  its  cultiva- 
tion   with    equal  sul'CCss,   and   the  growth  of  as  goixl,  as 
durable,  and  as  fine  an  article.     The  result  would  soon  be, 
that  the  cotton  of  India  would  rival  and  supplant  the  cotton 
of  the  western  world,  as  the  indigo  of  India  already  excelled 
that  of  Guatiinala,   to  winch  it  was  fonnerlv  so  much  in- 
ferior,  and   would  still  have  coiitiuued   so,  but    for  the 
judicious  encouragement  oiForded  to  it. 

Unless  we  asserted  our  dignity  and  protecte<l  our  interests, 
what  would  be  thought  of  us  by  the  people  of  Brazil, 
who  adiniUed  all  our  articles  of  looiiufacture  upon  a  pay- 
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ment  of  only  lifteen  per  cent.?      What  couUl  we   witfi-' 
consistency  say  to  ludia,  which  was  compelled  to  receive  all 
our  exports  at  a  duty  of  2J  per  cent  on  being  landed  in 
the  ports  of  India,  and  had  scarcely  any  staple  whercwitli  I 
to  repay  itself  in  the  way  of  commerce  with  us  ?    What,  iai 
foot,  could  be  our  anawer  to  the  new  states  of  South  America?] 
This   was  an   importiint   consideration.       But   tlicre  wa 
another ;  which  was,  that  if  tlie  United  States  pursued  thi*1 
course,  and  drove  us  to  countries  for  a  supply  now  almost  i 
tlieir  own>  we  should  see  that  supply  brought  to  this  count 
in  Knglish  botttmia  and   thus  employing  English  industry,^ 
instead  of,    as    it    was   now,   employing  American    &hi[ 
and  seamen,  and  under  the  American  flag.     It  wa^  becoiucfl 
a  question  of  too  great  importance,  any  longer  to  be  overJ 
looked  by  any  Govcnmient  anxious  to  protect  its  commer 
from  llie  too  palpable  attempt  to  exclude  the  produce  of 
English  industry  from  the  market  of  the  United   States, 
But  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  effort  could  be  crowned 
with  success;  or  was  it  not  right  to  infer,  that  if,  circuni- 
stancetl  as  our   provinces  in    Canada    were, — so  large  a 
country  as  the  United  States  were  prohibited  from  obtaiiw' 
ing  a  legitimate  supply,  human   industry   and  ingeuuiiv 
would  devise  means  of  obtaining  at  a  elieap  rate,  and  with- 
out duty  at  all,  that  wliieh  was  so  superior  in  manufacture 
to  any  other  they  could  obtain  ?  He  should  deeply  regret 
if  things  turned   into  such   an  illieit  channel,   as  it  could 
hardly  fail  to  increase  the  rivalry  between   the  states  bor- 
dering on  the  line  of  demarcation  in  North  America,  and 
possibly  be  productive  of  hostile  feeling,  and  frequent  perj 
sonn\  rencontres.     Strengthened  as  Government   had  fellj 
itself  by  all  these  concurrent  encouragement'!,  it  would  no 
have  become  it  to  have  acted   otherwise  than  it  did,  wit 
respect  to  the  commercial   convention  last   concluded.     It, 
appeareil  to  him  tliat  the  (people  of  the  United  States  had 
been  led   into  an  error,  and   induced   (o  believe  that  we 
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should  have  regarded  all  this  with  comparative  apathvf  a» 
coming  frotu  theinsetve»;  l)ecauBc  this  country  had  l>6en  so 
unifonnly  moderate  and  furbearing  with  an  infant  and  rising 
stale,  cunncctcd  witli  us  so  intimately  hy  community  of 
language  and  a  cnnimon  origin. 

He  thought  that  the  present  ext«nt  of  our  trade  with  Ame- 
rica did  honour  to  the  spirit  of  enturjjrise  in  \wih  countries ; 
but  if  America  should  persevere  in  the  syrttem  disi-losed  in 
the  tariff  of  this  year,  the  day  miglit  arrive  when  the  conv- 
tnerce  between  her  and  this  country  might  become  u»  r^^trict' 
ed^ and  as  insigniticant,  m  tliat  between  us  and  France.  The 
commerce  uf  Auicrieu  with  tliia  country  uimmntetl  to  more 
tban  one  half  of  the  whole  of  her  commercial  trao»ActioiM 
with  the  rest  of  the  world ;  but  our  dealiogfi  with  AnSehea« 
though  conducted  on  ^ucli  an  exteui^ive  scale,  did  not 
amount  to  one-Mixth  of  our  general  commerce.  lie  would 
Ye&ve  it  to  tho«e  who  hod  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
that  country,  to  say,  whether  they  would  risk  the  low;  of 
more  than  half  her  trade  in  the  vain  endeavour  to  impede 
us  in  one-«ixth  of  ours.  The  rapid  increase  uf  the  cottmi 
trade  between  America  and  this  country  was  a  proof,  not 
only  of  tl»e  genend  prosperity  of  Iwth,  but  of  the  increas«l 
cou»fort*  which  were  po*«sefi8ed  by  evt-ry  c\us-&  of  our  popu- 
lation. In  the  years  1817  and  1M8,  one  half  of  the  cotton 
manufactured  in  ihiit  country  was  consumed  at  home.  As 
the  quantity  of  the  raw  material  bad  doubled  in  the  course 
of  ten  years,  the  inference  was  obWous,  that  the  quantity  of 
manufactured  c4»tton  batl  more  than  doubled.  That  wati  a 
great  tniprijvement  in  so  slwrt  a  |)oriod;  and  it  was  the 
more  important,  as  it  indicated  a  correspontling  increase-  in 
the  comforts,  and  iie  might  say  the  luxuries,  of  the  peopK-. 
He  hailed  it  as  an  evidence  of  the  advantages  which  along 
peace  was  calculated  to  diffuse  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
tliat  in  the  whole  of  the  civilized  world,  the  comforts  and 
advantages  of  society  were  rapidly  increasing.     He  rejoiced 


AMKHICAX    TAStFi^S. 


[July 


to  think  tliat  tliey  were  incFeasing  in  other  countries  as  well 
83  our  own ;    for,  as  they  increased,  tlie   wants  of  tboteJ 
countries  would  increase,  with  tlu-ir  wants  commerce,  and ' 
witli  commerce  that  1>eueficial  interconrse  which  it  must  be  I 
the  wish  of  every  man  to  cultivate  and  encourage. 

If  the  United  States  of  America,  hy  a  t'&tai  policy,  should  j 
persevere  in  shutting  out  our  commerce  from  her  |K)rt^it| 
was  absurd  to  suppose  that  she  coidd  annihilate  that  por-j 
tioii  of  our  commerce.  All  slie  could  do  was  to  alter  its] 
course, — -to  send  us  into  other  ports  of  the  same  contineot^^ 
to  send  us  into  iVsia,  and  into  the  vast  islands  which  covered 
the  Asiatic  seas. 

To  f(jllow  up  the  subject  still  further.  He  would  say, 
tliAt  thoM*  gentlemen  who,  in  another  place,  laboured  wit1i 
so  mucli  uselesjt  industry  in  thuimpiiry  cunceruing  the  low 
price  of  English  wool,  were  mistaken  if  Uicy  supposed  that 
it  was  any  proof  of  declining  prosperity.  The  wool  tradi 
had  decreased,  because  the  cotton  trade  had  irtcreaaed. 
They  were  articles  in  competition  with  each  other,  and 
nothing  could  tend  so  much  to  raise  the  price  of  wuul,  as 
raising  tlie  price  of  American  cotton.  It  was  a  satisfaction 
to  know  that  the  trade  in  foreign  wool  had  increased.  That 
was  a  fact  which  no  man  could  deny,  and  as  it  waa  not 
accompanied  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  export,  it 
was  decisive  of  an  increase  in  the  comforts  of  the  people. 
The  idea  of  laying  an  additional  tax  on  foreign  wool  would 
be  a  species  of  madness,  only  equal  to  that  which 
^  America  would  exhibit,  by  persevering  in  the  eysieni 
disclosed  in  tlie  late  torifl*.  On  looking  at  the  fourth 
re|x>rt  of  the  Finance  Conmiittee,  they  would  find  lliat  a 
great  increase  had  taken  place  in  the  comforts,  as  w^  as  in 
Uie  productive  powers  of  the  industrious  classes. 

It  was  with  regret  that  lie  should  make  any  allusion  to  the 
differences  between  this  country  and  America,  in  the  year 
1825.     But,  what  had  occurred  at  that  period  Ix^ween  the 
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Itlnitwl   States   and    the    British   colonits   and   the  Wwt- 

^Indies?     He  had  then  proposed  an  act,  throwing  open  the 

•trade  of  thoK  colonies,  upon  certajn  oonditifms,  to  other 

tuitions.     The  United  States,  however,  so  far  frtmi  acting 

upon  a  principle  of  reciprocity*  had  iiiipowtl  restrictions 

PnjpOD  British  shipping  entering  their  ports,  which  amounted 

^to  complete  exclusion.     For  one  long  year  thin  country  had 

patiently — he  had  almost  said  too  patiently — submitted  to 

Hhe  regulation,  without  adopting  any  retaliatory  measure. 

^'At  the  end  of  that  period,  his  Majesty  was  arlviseti  to  issue 

'an  ortler  in  council  prohibiting  tlic  intercourse  lietwccn 

America  and  our  West-India  iiossessions.    The  intercourse 

was  interdicted  ;  and  then   came  America,  with  a  tardy 

'proposal,  accepting  tlie  terms  which,  up  (a  the  moment  of 

"the   prohibition,   this  country  hatl  offered  to  her  in  vain. 

The  ad\-ice  for  the  issuing  of  that  order  in  council  waa 

given  with  reluctance  ;   but  if  the^*  must  again  be  drivea 

•to  measures  unfriendly  to  commercial  intercourse,  it  became 

■them  to  persist  in  it  with  firmness. 

With  respect  to  the  present  tariff*,  he  would  fiay  to 
*'tnhiist«rs, — "  Do  not  be  hasty  to  determine :  look  at  the 
▼ariouB  bearings  of  the  question,  n-ith   .i  view   to  your 

''intereftt.t,  your  character,  and  ymir  trade."  But  if,  after 
nuch  delilxration,  they  were  foreed  to  adojit  a  course  of 

F' retaliation,  all  he  would  enjoin  them  was,  that  when  once 
they  had  adopted  the  course,  they  should  adhere  to  it  with 
firmness.  He  would  now  move,  "That  there  W  laid  before 
the  House,  a  copy  of  the  Tariff  established  in  the  l'"nited 

P'Statefi  of  America,  in  the  present  year ;  together  with  a 
copy  of  their  Tariff  of  the  year  isa*.*" 

The  motion  wu  ngrced  to. 
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■  *rirt"  Addret?:  of  the  House,  in   answer  I"   iln'   J'l'fccb   Jmiu   ilie 
Throne,  having  been  reporlwl,  ' ''  ■'"''  *'' 

Mr-  Hi/sKissoK  Kaid,  that  in  rising  to  trouble  the  H^Uw* 
witli  a  few  words  upon  this  im])ortiint  occasion,  he  could' 
not  refrain,  in  the  lira!  instance,  from  expressing  thefeoUng*' 
of  satisfaction  with  which   he  had  bstened  to  the  cUtqiient^ 
and  nianly  speech  ol'  the  hnnnarablc  gentleman  who  hadl 
just  sat  down.*      The  communication   which   had   be^if 
yesterday  nmde  to  Parliament  by  his  Majesty ''s  GovemmCT^V 
L^onsridered  in  all  its  l>cannga,  and  lot»king  to  all  it«  conse-' 
qucnc<*s,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  important  and  the 
happiest  event  that  had  occurred  in  this  couVitry,  since  the*] 
accesMon  o^  the  House  of  Brunswick  to  the  throne  of  thefte' 
realms.     Standing  in  \\\-&  place  in  that  Huuse,  and  havinfif' 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  it  ever  since  the  Hr^t  agitation 
of  the  Catholic  question,  and  anxious  as  he  had  been  lxs^\ 
the  success  of  that  great  question,  it  was  with  infinite 
tiiication  that  he  found  his  Majesty's  ministerH  reoommend 
ing  it   to  the  dehberate  consideration  of  the  House,  and'] 
announcing  their  intention   of  bringing  it  foru-ard  hit  ^\ 
government  question,  and,  of  ctmrse,  giving  it  all  the  jusIm 
intluence  and  means  of  periuanion  which  belonged  to  t1)el| 
executive  of  the  country.     It  had  gratified  him,  as  it  hadM 
gratified  many  of  liis  friends,  to  find  that  the  indi\-idu»l«| 
who  now  pro]>used  this  measure  to  the  House,  so  pregnant*] 
with   the  most  beneficial  results,  was  the  same  individunU 
who,  from  his  first  appearance  in  public  life,  had  hithertc 
felt  it  to  Ijc  his  duty  lo  give  a  sincere,  a  fair  and  honour-^ 
able,  but  at  the  same  time  an  uncompromising  and  decidctll 
opposition  to  this  question. 
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His  right  honouraljle  friiMul,  the  mcinhei*  for  t\\c  Vui- 
vcThitjr  of  Oxford,  m  hih  ^|iO(vh,  last  night,  had  very  pro- 
perly abstained  froin  g«nng  into  any  explanation  of  the 
details  of  tht-  great  measure  now  placed  in  hitt  hanfis.  But, 
looking  at  the  communication  from  the  Throne,  and  at  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  his  right  lumourable  friend,  he  was 
sattsBed  that  it  waa  to  be  a  measure  of  grace.  Aa  6uch 
he  truMed  it  would  be  received  by  those  for  wIkm*  Wnefit 
it  wan  pfuppsiil ;  and  he  further  Iwtped,  that  it  would  be 
ani]>le,  liberal,  and  adequate  to  the  great  and  important 
pur[x»e  for  which  it  wa»  intended.  It  was  for  mch  a  pur- 
pose and  with  such  a  view  that  he,  and  those  who  voted 
with  liiii)  on  this  queatton.  had  unifonuly  nconuneuded  thi« 
mcMurv^-— -with  u  view,  to  une  the  word*  of  the  resolution 
which  they  had  so  frei|Uently  carried  in  that  House,  **  to 
strengthen  the  connoxiim  lietwcen  tlie  two  countries  to  in- 
crease tlie  .«ta)Mlity  and  security  of  the  Protestatil  eslaWisli- 
Btent,  and  to  diffuse  Itnppinesit  mid  concord  amongst  all 
ciaaaes  of  liia  Majest y*8  subjects." 

He  confidently  hu|Ktl  that  such  results  would  follow  from 
the  meumirc  aliout  to  l>e  pro[x»ed  tu  tlie  consitk-ratiim  of 
the  House.  At  all  e^x'iUs,  it  wan  a  subject  for  0(»ngratu- 
lation,  that  tl»e  over|»owering  fon-e  of  truth  and  ju^ticis  in 
thiH  great  iiitrllectuid  struggle,  hud  at  length  prevailed  over 
wluU  he  nijgiit  iU)w  l>e  allowed  to  call  long-cherished  preju- 
dict^  and  errors.  In  the  contest,  wliich  hehopetl  wasnbout 
tu  be  ciiDcludt-d  for  ever,  Lliey  luid  been  long  engagetl.  It 
bad  Ikvu  a  severe  and  a  protracted  one.  Hut  every  day 
and  e\'ery  hour,  during  which  they  had  been  oceu]>itMl  in 
this  struggle,  ibe  caunc  hiid  been  increa-iing  in  stnngth,  in 
prui>ortion  as  it  biul  \xxu  growing  in  im|)iirlanci' ;  until  at 
Uat  it  waa  admitted,  that  it  cotdd  no  longer  be  left  un. 
settled,  without  endangering  the  safety  iif  the  i-ountry — 
Day«  until  it  was  di.^tinetly  admitted,  that  all  furihrr  o]i|in- 
sition  to  it  must  Ik-  unavailing.      '*>!.  •.•tj 
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*'  In  connexion  vith  this  subject,  he  could  not  but  congra- 
tulate his  noble  friend,*  on  the  gratifying  fact,  that  the 
generous  principles  of  liberality,  that  the  true  principles  of 
religious  liberty,  were  making  a  great  and  ra])id  prc^e*s 
in  this  country,  and  that,  too,  in  quarters  where  such  an 
event  was  to  be  least  expected.  Why !  not  t»-o  years  had 
elapsed  since  his  right  honourable  friend,  the  Secretary  of 
State  f<n-  the  Home  Depurtnient^  had  said  in  bis  place  in 
that  Hout^e^  thnl  he,  for  one,  either  in  power  ur  out  of 
power,  would  strenuously  oppose  all  and  every  conccfision 
to  the  Protestant  l^isscnters.  But,  in  the  very  last  session 
of  Parliament, — ami  he  stated  it  to  his  right  honourable 
friend's  honour— he  assumed  the  character  of  a  conciliator^ 
moderator,  with  respect  to  that  very  quc«tion  ;  a3id»  with 
his  sincere  and  efleclual  assistance,  an  arrangement  was 
m:uie,  that  was  satisfactory  to  alt  |>arties  coneemc<l  in  the 
operation  of  the  Test  and  Cor|K)ration  Acts.  He  hooted 
that,  in  the  present  instance,  his  right  bonoundilc  friend 
would  be  nble,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  equal  success — • 
he  was  sure  that  he  would  act  with  equal  sincerity — to 
accomplish  the  repeal  of  all  penal  laws  and  of  all  dist|uali^ 
fying  statutes,  \shich  militated  against  [the  Human  Cathoiii ' 
subjects ;  and  that  he  would  devise  such  measures  aal 
would  perfectly  satisfy  those  for  whom  they  were  intended,! 
whilst  they  soothed  and  calmed  any  feelings  of  apprehen«* 
sion  that  might  I>e  entertained  by  others.  '* 

The  whole  of  the  reasons  stated  by  his  right  hononpE* 
able  friend  on  the  preceding  evening,  which  had  induced 
Government  to  undertake  the  consideration  of  thi&  qutrKtion, 
wereof  the  greatest  importance.  Whether  with  reference  to 
the  inconvenience  and  danger  of  a  continued  conflict  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  or  thr 
baneful  effects  that  must  flow  from  a  division  of  sent 
ment  in  his  Majesty's  coimcils,  or  the  mischiefs  whi« 
must  be  generated  by  difl'erences  in  the  Irish  GovcmmeDl, 
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ariBJng  out  nf  (tiRsensinns  here;  ami,  U«tly»  the  iniportnnt 
cuiisideratioti,  wheilier  it  was  pu^tHiblL*  tu  funn  a  cubinei  mi 
the  batds  of  pernuinent  rosi^taDce  to  the  llomaD  (.'athi>lit>is— 
all  the^c  points  were  brought  forward  with  clcumc^  by  hi^ 
right  hcHionrubli'  frietul ;  iind,  in  hi»  ri'iiMiiiing  u|m)Ii  them, 
t»  wellw  ill  thecorrei'tiicfts  of  the  facts  adthiced,  lie  thought 
they  must  all  oonetir. 

What  his  right  honourable  friend  had  «ud  was  perfectly 
in  imiiiua  with  the  view  which  be  himsctf  entertained  wiUi 
reference  to  the  Calholio  t|uestiun.  Tliere  won  nothing  new 
in  what  liiul  that  evening  fallen  from  tho  honourable  niem- 
ber  for  Louth,*  when  he  s|H»kc  of  tlic  C'athobc  AsMx:ia(i<.»a. 
Spe^3che»  were  last  year  delivered  by  tlie  member  for  JKerry, 
■ad  by  the  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  ail  conUining  xlw 
inferenecft  which  tlie  hi)nourablc  niendM*r  for  Louth  had 
drawn.  The  wurds  were  not  ]>reciM.'ly  thr  same,  but  hi^s 
honourable  friends  liad  put  the  sanie  arguinentH,  with  re- 
s|)ect  to  tJ^Y^  influence  of  the  Catholic  Assoc-iiitioii.  The 
danger  of  it^  exi»4tence  to  the  country  whs  by  them  mo6( 
atnmgly  urged,  and  the  remedy  was  clearly  {uiutcd  outi 
Now,  why  did  he  advert  to  these  things  r*  Why,  merely  to 
oboerve,  that  the^e  representjitionH  having  made  a  pro|K-r  ini- 
picssioo  on  the  miudti  of  Miniiiters,  who  liiid  Uwu  hitluTto 
apposed  to  any  settlement  of  thc^w  claiius,  there  were  tlie 
strongest  grounds  for  believing,  tliat  they  were  wnceri'  in 
their  determination  Hmdiy  lu  M.'ltle  tbiii  U)ng-debuted  cpies- 
tion.  Perhaph  he  niiglit  regret  that  those  inipix'&iiions  had 
not  operated  sooner  on  the  mind  of  hib  right  hoiHiurubie 
friend,  lie  <lid  not  mean  to  say  this  with  any  of  tluit  iiv- 
vidiouft  feeling  which  some  gentlemen  might  attribute  to 
the  observation.  He  niaile  the  remark  merely  wiili  ro- 
ference  to  the  iDi}>ortaiU'e  of  this  question;  for  he  wouUt 
any,  that  if  these  imprt*s*.ii»ni*  hiul  lh.vn  fortunately  enter- 
al befon*  the  present  lime,  it  might  have  been  pttw^ible 
'  Mr.  br«be  FcM|«r. 
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that  a  lamented  friend  of  his — whose  unceasing  exertion-s 
whusc  splendid  eloquence,  and  whvfie  brilltunt  talents  had 
grealiy  contributetl  to  forwurd  and  mature  this  great  quc*- 
tiiHi,  hi)th  in  Parliament  and  in  the  public  wind — mighty 
pcrhapsi,  in  the  dispensatitmof  an  olUwise  Providence,  have 
been  spared  to  witness  the  triumph  of  bis  labours; — might 
luive  been  enabled  in  that  House  to  discharge  those  duties, 
in  bringin;;  his  lalmurs  to  a  close,  which  now  devolved  on 
his  right  honourable  fricn<l. 

He  hoped  liis  right  hunourable  friend  would  not  mistake 
tJie  feeling  under  which  he  sjMtke.  He  was  sure,  after  the 
titatemeut  which  he  had  heard  his  right  honourable  friend 
make  last  year, — and  in  the  sincerity  of  which,  he,  for  one, 
entirely  believed, — he  wa*  sure,  after  the  Beniiuients  which 
his  right  honoura])Ie  friend  then  expressed,  that  he  must 
have  undergone  a  most  painfid  struggle  between  his  own 
personal  feelings  and  the  feelings  of  duty  to  his  Sovereign 
and  to  his  countrv,  l)cfore  he  detennined  to  pursue  the 
course  which  he  had  happily  adopted.  In  taking  such 
a  step,  his  right  honourable  friend  had,  no  doubt,  made 
a  great  public  sacrifice ;  and  he  felt  convinced  that  liis 
right  honourable  friend  could  not  believe  that  he  had 
brought  forward  this  topic  from  any  unkind  ur  un- 
courteous  motive.  Placed,  however,  as  he  was,  before  tlie 
House,  he  cotdd  not  control  this  expression  of  his  feeling. 
He  looked  forward  to  the  future  with  confidence  ;  and  he 
entertained  the  most  sanguine  assurance,  that  the  best 
results  would  be  produced  by  the  conteniplateil  conces- 
sions. 

The  honourable  member  for  Louth  had  said,  that  he 
was  very  mucfi  dis[K>se<l  to  sup|K>rt  views  uj>on  this  subject 
which  he  did  not  formerly  uphold  in  that  House ;  and  that 
he  was  inclined  to  du  f-n  from  the  confidence  which  he  had 
in  those  who  were  placeil  at  the  head  of  the  government ; 
as  their  ardent  feelings  for  the   welfare  of  the   Proti'Staot 
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jHtaWishnicnt  1«1  him  to  ihink,  tliat  it  was  better  to  place 
lie  cjueiition  in  tlieir  hand;',  tlmn  iti  llioso  of  any  oIIkt  ]kt- 
ans,  who  might  desire  to  hring  forward  this  measure  of  con- 
ceasion.  He  wa.s  well  aware  of  the  warm  attachniciil  Mhicli 
L|yras  felt  by  his  noble  friend  in  another  place  for  the  esta- 
blished religion.  He  knew  that  his  noble  friend  fell  the 
strongest  desire  to  insure  the  safety  of  that  religion.  But, 
while  he  adniittetl  this,  he  must  claim,  for  his  right  honour- 
able friend  now  noniore,  and  for  himf^elf,  humble  individual 
as  he  was,  afi^reiit,  as  sincere,  as  pt)werful  an  attachment 
to  the  Protestant  church,  as  any  member  of  the  establish- 
ment could  [X)ssibly  feci ;  and  it  was  from  a  firm  conviction, 
that  the  establisheti  institutionjs  of  the  country  would  be 
more  securely  maintained  by  agreeing  to  these  concessiooa 
than  by  op|KHing  them,  that  he  sup|>orted  this  questifm. 

When  be  before  stated  his  sentiments  on  this  subject,  he 
hati  obwrved,  that,  while  be  was  warmly  attached  to  iJie 
Catholic  cause,  he  disliked  the  tenets  and  doctrines  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  Such  was  still  his  feeling;  but  he  con- 
ceived that  in  legislating  on  this  (picstion  they  ha<l  nothing 
to  do  with  those  tenets  or  doctrines.  But  it  appeared  that 
within  A  very  short  time  tlie  tenets  of  the  Catholic  church 
bad  ceased  to  lie  regarded  by  many  gentlemen  with  that 
horror  which  they  heretofore  excited.  These  gentlemen 
seemed  to  have  been  suddenly  converted-  He  could  only 
attribute  to  some  natural  cause — to  some  strange  influence 
of  the  atmosphere  not  well  understtMxI, — the  very  nuniew 
rous  and  important  conversions  that  had  taken  place  since 
that  day  week.  He  had  no  doubt,  however,  that  one  day  or 
other  they  should  have  some  better  explanation  of  the  cause 
which  had  produced  such  cxtroordinar)'  cfTccts.  He  had 
DO  doubt  that  the  impartial  \)vn  of  history  would  do  full 
justice  to  those  causes  which  had  led  to  such  satisfactory 
resxdts.  It  was  not  f(ir  him  to  attempt  an  ex|»(jsilion  of 
them,  and  he  could  only  join  with  others  in  expressing 
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his  gratification  at  witnessing  rcsulls  winch  were  likely 
confer  M>  many  anfl  such  lasting  l)c«efits  uptm  the  peopUl 
of  Ireland  and  of  England. 

With  these  feeling,  he  was  disposed   to  give  his  cortlia]^| 
Riipport  to  the  Addre^^,  although  it  might  contain   som04 
things  which   he  could  wish   had  been  omitted.     He  wa« ' 
not,  for  instance,  prepared  to  athnit  tliat  the  Catholic  Aft- 
ajciation  ought  to  be  descrilied  as  the  cause  of  the  discord 
and  ill-will   which,  at   the  present  moment,   prevailed  in 
Ireland.      He   begge<l   not   to    be    misunderstood.        Hell 
fully    agreed    witli    that    description   o^  the   Association 
contained  in  the  Sj^eccli   from  the  Throne,  where  it   wat'J 
spoken   of   as  being  incxmsistent   with   the   spirit   of  thc-j 
constitution,  dangerous  to  the  public  peace,  and  likely  tb'! 
obstruct  every  effort  jxrmanently  to  improve  the  conditiaa> 
of  Ireland.   It  was,  indeed,  impo^^sible  to  CAlculate  Ujc  con^ 
sequences  which  might  ensue  from  the  existence  of  such  aA  J 
iVHaociation,  under  different  circunij»tanceK  than  those  iftj 
whic-h   they  were  now  alx>ut  to  be  placed;  but  when  they*] 
s2M»ke  of  its  creating  and  keeping  up  the  ill-will  which  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland,  he  must  deny  the  correctness  of  the  a^^'j 
sertion.     He  would  contend,  that  the  Association  was  only  ] 
evidence  of  the  cause  of  ilt-will,  but  was  not   the  causal 
itself.     In  the  language  of  one  of  the  most  eloquent  advo-  j 
cateti  of  Catholic  rights,  once  the  ornament  of  that  Houses'] 
but  nowdescr\edly  elevatctl  to  llie  other,*  he  might  say^thai'] 
these  perjwtuations  of  discord  and  ill-will  were  "  the  spawn 
of  our  own  wrong,"  nnd  could  only  be  removed  by  the  r^^ 
Dtoval  of  tlHMte  causes  wliich  brought  tliem  into  life.     It 
was,   indeed,  much    to   l»e   wished  that   the  Govcmmer 
ccndcl  have  been  induced  to  wait  the  eff*ect  of  the  removal 
of  those  causcH,  before  they  had  determined  upon  any  le^l 
gislativc  enactment  with  rcsjwct   to  the  Aiwociation,  ancUl 
that  they  had  permitted  it  to  expire,  from  the  absence  of  4"] 
cause  tu  give  it  excitement.     But,  Ix-  that  a»  it  niiglu,  Im  ] 


bad  an  entire  coiitidcnce  in  tht*  good  faitli  of  Uie  Govern- 
ment, and  wns  not  At  all  dis^wisod  t<»  offer  any  njUKisition 
to  the  bill  for  suppressing  the  Assoctatiot^  although  it 
might  not  at  once  he  ai-coni]Mtnied  hy  m  nieiuure  of  rulief 
to  Oil-  Catholics. 

He  did  not  wish  to  ohtrudc  hiitiwlf  any  longrr  upon  the 
attc-ntiun  of  the  llousp,    and    he  should  therefore  iiirrdv 
ohsL-ne,  with  refcTtiicc  to  other  |>art»  of  the  Speech   fn»in 
the  Jlwoue,  thai  tile  procLLihn)t;!i  udupted  toward^i  Greece 
had  hi.s  full   and  entire  approval.     He  wofi  Miis6cd  that 
every  thinj?  whicli  Itad  been  done  in  the  Ka.**!  of  Kurope,  iu 
cunjunctiun  with  our  idlics,  had  l>eirn  douL'  in  the  full  hpirit 
of  the  treuty  of  the  Gtli  uf  July  Iti^Ttand  that  the  exertions 
of  the  Government  of  this  cuiintrv*  had  been  uneeasiiigly 
directed    to    the    es(ahli)»htnenl    <if    the    indriHiidciMc    iji 
Greece*  and  the  prevention  of  the  unnecesitary  etliisiun  i^ 
Uuud.     He    remarked,    that    the   language    used    iu  hia 
jtfajesty*6  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  prevent  K>t<Nion,  u{K>n 
theftubjectof  the  blockade  of  the  DnrdanelK-s  by  the  Heel 
of  the   limperor  of  Uiimua,    was    very   differei»t  from  the 
language  iieeil,  in  the  last  !;esAion,  in  the  Speech  delivered 
from  the  Throne  at  itn  el(»»e.     At  the  elo8e  of  lost  oeftsion 
it  wa»  distinctly  declared  to  the  House,  tlutt  the  Rin|>erur  of 
Uuwia*  "  hail  con»entett   Ut  waive  the  exercise,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean »ca,  of  any   riglUH  ap|K>rtaiiting  to  hi;*  iui[>eria] 
majcty    in  the  charaetcrnf  a  l>eUI^'rcnt  |MmtT."      Now  it 
\\a»  uiiderbtiHHl  Ix'yond  all  «|uestion  at  the  tiuie,  that   the 
Kiuperor  had  prei^sed  his  right  to  the  exercise  of  this  [M>wer, 
and  that    he  hail   been   induced  to  abandon  it,  <uilely  on 
account  of  the  urj;ent  remonfitrancvs  of  the  govemii»ent  of 
tills  country-     Thih  he   knew    wa*  the  interpretation   put 
upon  (he  declaration  in  the  Six'ech,  and  »n  it  had  been  rts 
)H>rted  and   considered    by  every  mercantile    niun    in    the 
Qt^uutry  ;  and   he  knew  too,  that  the  abandonment  of  this 

It  wub  coiitttriieil  intu  a  givat  boon  obtained  for  our  coin- 


iidU 


KIKG  S    srEECU RELIKF    TO   ^AJlfOLICS. 


mcrce  by  the  Rucccs:>ful  iuterpoeitioD  and  rctnon»tranc«ti  of 
his  Majesty's  government.  In  the  prcscnt  Speech,  how- 
eycTf  it  appeared  that  his  imperial  majesty  had  "  considered 
it  necessary  to  resume  the  exercise  of  his  belligerent  rights 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  had  established  a  blockade  of 
Uie  Dardanelles."  Now  he  did  not  sec  how  these  two  pa»^ 
sages  eo\ild  be  reconciled.  He  did  not  think  that  a  parCy> 
who  liad  given  a  consent  of  this  kind,  was  at  liberty  to 
resume  his  authority,  without  tlie  consent  of  that  other 
party,  at  whose  instance,  not  .six  months  before,  he  had| , 
announced  his  intention  to  abandon  it.  It  mi^ht  be  said, 
tliat  an  objection  of  this  nature  wus  not  very  material ;  but 
he  thouglit  that  every  thing  which  concerned  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  country  was  of  iuiportanoe»  and  that  it  < 
was  very  material  to  know  tliere  had  been  no  dejwirture 
from  tliose  principles,  and  from  that  course  of  policy*  which 
our  situation  and  our  character  bound  us  to  maintain. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  Speech  which  alluded  to 
Portugal,  he  considered  it  as  likely  to  give  rise  to  very 
reasonable  dissatisfaction.     He  could  not  undertake,  with 
Ids  present  information,  to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  th6 
nature  of  the  relations  which  now  subsisted  between  the 
two  countries;  but  this  he  might  say,  that  forming  ajud^^ 
ment  from  appearances,  he  could  not  possibly  reconcile 
uthcr  our  present  position,  or  our  past  transactions  in  Pqi^] 
tugal,  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  or  with  I 
that  course  of  jwliey,  which,  under  the  faith  of  many  tre*- 1 
ties, had  always  placed  Portugal  in  such  dose  and  cordial^ 
alliance  with  this  country.     He  had  no  doubt  that  much 
of  this  admitted  of  full  and  satisfactory  explanation  ;  but  { 
he  coidd  assure  the  House  and  the  government,  that  such 
was  tlic  light  in  which  our  conduct  was  viewed  on  the  caa»\ 
tincnt  of  Europe,  by  all  those  who  had  witnessed  our  for- 
bearance to  tliiU  |Krson  who  at  present  filled  the  throne  dl 
Portugal;  vrhich  throne  he  had  OMrendcd  by  one  uf  theJ 
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foulest  UftiitJmtSoiw  h^obrde-iJ  fo  M*ti>ry ;  and  Si  ^as  not  the 
least  painful,  or  the  least  cxtTaordinnry  partof  thnl  IraiiNu:- 
tStm,  thAt  the  peMon  who  had  violated  all  those  treaiieit, 
wTis,  at  our  intervention,  placed  in  that  trust  wliieh  ho  hod 
so  foully  ahused.  Mc  did  not  mean  to  press  this  topic 
further;  but  he  hoi^'d  that,  for  the  h(»iK)ur  and  (hgntty  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  reputation  of  the  eountry,  the  affair 
wouUl  l»e  fully  and  satisfactorily  explained,  ^\^ni^ters 
uiij^il  be  placed  in  circumstances  of  difficulty  :  they  mighc 
Iw  able  to  show  that  they  had  done  their  duty,  and  yet  they 
might,  for  a  season,  ha%'e  sufficient  reasons  ft»r  withholdmg 
explanation  ;  but,  whei»  the  pn>pcr  titne  came,  the  House 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  a  full  disclosure  of  cireumstancei 
would  lie  made.  "• 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CLAIMS— MODE  OF  OETTINO  OP 
PKTITIONS  AGAINST. 
^  March  3. 

ltiMr.  BrowiUow  having  pre«eiiu.>d  l!i(.<  f^oenil  pptitioa  uf  Uto  pcujiW 
of  IrcUod,  m  fftvouc  of  tlic  CUinu  of  llic  RoniAa  CatbolieSt         ,  i 

^'  Mr.  Mr«Kis80N  said,  that  considering  the  character  of 
^e  petition,  and  the  hij^h  rank,  p;reat  wealth,  and  |)uwcr- 
ful  influi'uce  of  tho<*e  by  whom  it  was  si^erl,  he  thought 
the  honourable  memlx?r  who  had  pn'wnted  it  was  called  on 
to  enter  more  fully  into  its  sidiject  than  an  ordinary  iK'li- 
tion  would  have  required  of  him,  and  to  direct  to  it  the 
particularnttmlion  of  the  Houne, — a  duty  which  he  had  ably 
performed,  and  to  which  the  character  of  the  individuals, 
and  their  extensive  knrvwledge  of  Irish  affairs,  had  the 
Flrongest  claim-  In  all  respects,  this  petition  seemed  a  con- 
trast to  the  English  petitions  which,  night  af^er  night, 
were  poured  into  the  Houae  from  all  parts  of  the  cmmtry, 
in  oppontion  to  the  views  and  intentions  of  hi^  MajeatyV 
ministcr&i 
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The  petition  before  the  House  looked  at  the  questiuo 
us  <>iie   purely   of  a   political   nature,  as    one  c^scntiaUy 
Irish;  and  it  was  in  that  sense  alone  that  it  had  been  in- 
trocUieeH   to  the  notice  of  the  House  by  the  honourable 
member.     In   the  Knglish   petitions,  o-*t  far  as   lie  could 
Judge,  thi-  feelings  of  the  petitioners  arose  from  an  appre> 
lieosion  on  the  ground  of  religion,  rather  ttian  fmm  a  fear 
of  political  danger.     He  respected  those  feelings   in   the 
great  Ixxly  of  the  people,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  was 
by  working  upon  those  feelings,  that  such  a  nuinWr  of 
petitions  had  lieen  obtained ;  because  the  |>eopIe  were  led 
to  believe  that  their  religion  was  involvetl  by  the  proc«d- 
ingK  in  Parliament.     These,  he  admitted,  were  honest  |>ris*j 
jndiecfi,  and  Ruch  as  deserved  the  serious  attention  of  the] 
Legislature.     He  thought,  however,  that  it  was  most  inirj 
portaat  tliat  those  who  were  so  active  in  getting  up  tlieaftj 
])etition8  should,  if  possible,  be  prevailed  iijmn  to  take  a*' 
different  course  from  that   which  they  had  hitherto  pur> 
sued,   and,  instead  of  liawking  them  from  dtx>r  to   door, , 
and  exposing  them  in  public  jtlacua  to  uhicb   large  uimu 
bers  of  the  lower  onlers  weiv  in  the  habit  erf  resorting,  call 
public  meetings.     There  was,  he  was  satisfied,  no  part  of  j 
the  country  where  there  ci>uld  not  be  found  men  of  edu- 
cation, intelligence,  ami  sound  views  mi  tiii^  question,  who 
would  attend  at  sucii  meetings  and  allay  the  fears  which 
were  excited,  by<letailing  what  was  the  real   state  of  the 
tpiestion.     if  such  meetings  were   held — and  he  was  sorry 
they  were  not, — men  would  be  found  who,  instead  of  en- 
deavouring to  prove  that  this  was  a  question  lietween  the 
Protestant  creed  aiid  that  of  the  church  of  Home,  would 
allow  that  it  was  one  of  a  purely   politit^il  character ;  or 
that,  if  it  were  a  question  between  the  two  creeiU,  the  only 
way  in  wliich  the  Protestant  creed  could  exiteet  a  tnuiuph 
would  be  to  open  a  fair  fieltl  to  each  :  for  in  tluU  ea^e  the 
Protetitant  religiou  tvould  most  certainly  be  triumphaut* 


tHehad  nn  henUtioii  in  ttatin^  emphaticAlly,  that  the 
mcMure  of  ciinct-ssioo  was  iuevitable.  }Il*  did  tiot  UK-mti 
that  thin  necesiiity  uiu  physioa] ;  but  )ie  iruuld  aay,  tJuU 
there  wnsn  grpAt  moral  ni<ctMity  for conndrring  this  Mibjecl, 
with  a  view  to  cimcessicsn.  He  had  heard  much  in  that  JiouK 
aiid  out  of  it,  of  H.'ttling  the  question ;  hut  hr  tud  nc%'er 
lieard  of  axiy  otbcr  mcm&urc  which  could  hnti^  it  to  a  nincJu* 
caoa,  cxuept  indeed,  ^hat  had  Ixx-n  intimated  by  a  goIUat 
oAotr  on  a  fonaer  evening; ;  naniirly,  a  diruct  appoal  to  ike 
■word.  Tlial  pdUni  officer,  ^idcing  of  his  comtituenti, 
bad  aaid,  tluit  their  aiiocstan  hiui  onc<t  fought  tho  Catholics, 
oDd  that  they  thonsrlvca  wcrt-  ready  to  lifchl  them 
With  perKioB  to  healed,  it  would  not  bo  very  useful  to  i 
wm ;  luit  in  that  very  slato  of  fccting  wbieh  ihow«d  otw 
ty  ready  to  6;;;ht  nith  the  other,  lie  saw  the  abaolute 
ssity  of  onticenvinn.  A  not  her  uicaaure  hinted  at,  and  one 
in  apjK^irunce  more  paciHr,  «a»  to  diiwotve  t\%e  Farliawentf 
«Dd  appeal  to  iIm  people*  l>iuolvethel^rLiani«nt !  Why, 
fortunately  for  this  country,  tlK*  C'rr>wn  could  not  take  such 
H  Ktep,  without  the  concurrvnce  of  it»  nuptniMblr  advixura. 
It  would  be  ittfuuiity  it&elf  to  miipcwe  that  the  psncnt 
ministry  could  adviae  tuch  a  nwawiw;  but  if  they  did  notf 
by  whoni  cuuUl  such  advice  hi*  pnv«D  P  It  would  bet  ina- 
nity to  suppose  that,  as  public  imth,  ihry  could  advlMr  aU^ 
a  course ; — c«pecially  after  tbe  hnne«t  aad  naAly  avowal  at 
a  clian^  in  their  opinions  un  tli'ta  subject,  which  had  b«*a 
nuide  by  tlie  noble  Duke  at  the  Itead  of  the  govenuncaC, 
bv  his  right  honoumhle  frieml  the  Serrrtary  o(  State  iar 
(he  Hume  Department,  by  the  CbaaocUor  of  the  Kach«- 
quer,  and  bv  niher  influential  membiTii  of  hi»  2i(aje«iy^a 
Govemniefit.  But  then,  if  mm  of  tlirir  opiniuiu  cuuid  not 
be  fiHjnd  to  advise  wch  a  oourvr,  would  (t  noC  %e  sCiU  maf 
maaae  to  auppnae  that  a  art  of  men  could  be  brought  tnlo 
thv  cvbinei  uo  mi&cd  pmeiplcey  with  a  dcteminaban  lo 
icoudo neutral?    That  would  amr  be  JoMMriUa.    HehMl 
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no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  day  of  neutrality  was  gone 
by.  It  had  laste<I  much  too  long ;  and  he  was  glad  tliat 
the  time  had  at  length  arrived,  when  llie  Crown  had  taken 
it  upon  itRclf  to  give  advice  which  would  put  an  end  to 
neutrality  on  this  im[M>rtant  question. 

He  wuidd  »ay,  tlien,  unec{uivocally,  that  an  appeal  lo  the 
people  by  a  dissolution  of  Parliament  was  impossible.     But 
though  such  a  measure  wa.s  pacific  in  name,  would  it  be  to 
in  reality  ?  He  apprehendeil  that  it  would  be  far  otherwise. 
In   the  present  state  of  excited    feehng  throughout  tbe 
country — a  feeling  which  must  be  still  more  excited  by  the  i 
stimidantsof  a  general  election — he  could  not  contemplate 
such  a  measure,  without  the  utmost  dismay.     In  tliis  view  [ 
of  the  question,  then,  he  would  re|>eat,  that  the  measure  of  j 
concession  was  inevitable*      The  people  of   this   country  I 
must  makeup  their  minda  to  it;  and  whatever  might  be 
the  feelings  of  some  on  the  subject,  they  should  give  way  to ' 
'measures  by  which  much  danger  and  confusion  would  inewj 
vitably  be  prevented.     He  wt)uld  say,  that  it  was  the  mora] 
duty  of  every  man,  whether  in  that  House  or  out  of  it,  to ' 
exert  himself  to  correct  the  mistaken  opinions  winch  iwre 
spread  on  this  question^  and  not  let  it  go  forth  imcontr^j 
dicteil,  that  the  intended  measures  would  have  an  effect  in- 1 
jurious   to  the  established  religion.     It  was  tlie  duty  at^ 
every  man  to  show,  that  notliing  was  intended  which  could 
endanger    tlie  ProtCKtant  establishments   in  Church    and 
'  State;  but  that,  on  the  coutrarj-,  the  object  of  those  mea- 
sures was,  as  their  effect  would  be,  to  give  greater  security 
to  all  our  establishments.     By  these  means>  we  should,  in  a 
short  time,  find,  amongst  Irishmen  of  all  classes,  witliout 
religious  distinction,  that  cordiality  and  imion  which  existed 
amongst    them   every  where  but  in    Ireland ;    and  that 
thenceforward,  the  animosities  and   heart-burnings  which 
now  made  them  a  divided    people  would  be  com)>letdjr 
buried  in  oblivion.  iMi..i.i,  i 
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Tr.  Secretftry  Peel  hut  iDg  moved,  on  (he  5ih  of  Marcli,  "  tliot  the 
House  rcso1v«  iuelf  into  a  Coiniuittce  uf  ihe  whole  ]|iiu»e,  to  con- 
lUler  of  Uiu  Luwh  iinpufiing  Civil  Disnhilitie*  on  his  Majesty'!*  Riiman 
Catholic  Sumecti,"  the  debate  was  adjourned  to  thi^  dny ;  when 

Mr.  HirsKis30S  rose,  and  saitl : — 

Although,  Sir,  I  ft-cl  pet^wtly  (ialisfied  with  the  state  in 
which  this  important  question  at  present  stanilti,  and  with 
the  liunds  to  which  it  is  ciUriistfd ;  luid  though  I  aiu  un- 
willing to  tresspass  on  the  time  of  the  li4>use,  after  all  the 
(Hficusfiion  to  which  the  question  has  been  Buhjcctcdy  i 
nevertheless  ho|)e  that  the  House  will  l>ear  with  mc,  fur  a 
few  tnuiuent.s,  on  the  present  occa-sion. 

Sir,  my  principal  object  in  ^i^iing  is  to  notice  soiuuthiug 
which  fell  last  evening  from  the  honouruble  member  for 
Uorsctfthire.*  But  before  I  proceed  to  do  bo,  I  cannot 
forlK*ar  noticinjtf  an  orfjument,  as  I  understrwHl  it,  which 
viOA  introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Univer- 
Mty  of  Oxford,"!*  which  ap])cara  t<i  mc  so  very  extraordi- 
nary* that  I  ahnoAt  think  I  must  have  niif«conceived  tlie 
honourable  meniWr.  If  I  have  done  h),  it  is  but  justice 
to  afford  the  honourable  member  an  opjMrtunity  of  correct- 
« inj^  the  miatuke  which  I,  and  probably  tlie  House,  labours 
under ;  and  if  it  should  turn  out,  that  I  did  not  misunder- 
stand the  honourable  member,  I  must  acknowlt'dge  that  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  extraordinary  positinn  ever 
r,  advanced  in  I'arUamcnt. 

The  honourable  member  referre<l,  Sir,  to  the  revolution 
of  16S8,  aiid>  speaking  of  the  measure  now  under  the  cou- 
aideration  of  the  House, — a  measure  which,  at  the  cimi- 
limencement  of  a  seRRion  t*j  which  we  have  been  n-gularly 
Ktnnmoned  by  the  Crown,  in  the  opening  S|>eech  from  the 
Throne,  has  been  reoonnneniled  to  our  consideration- 
Mr.  Bankcii.  t  Mr.  KAtcimn. 
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the  hoDuurable  nioinber,  in  speaking  of  Oiis  measure, 
seeined  to  think  tliat  it  was  a  ijiiestion  unfit  for  iiiticu:45ian 
in  a  Parliament  «o  constituted,  do  calktl  together  anil 
asseinbleil  for  this  direct  |>ur|x>He,  under  the  d€*elaiv<I 
aulhoritv  of  the  CroMn;  and  the  l)onourahle  gvutleiuau 
argueft,  that  a  c«>nvention,  as  in  16S8>  ought  to  be  sj>ecialtyc 
assembled  to  take  thi.s  question  into  consideration.  But," 
Sir,  was  the  situation  of  the  eouutry  in  1G88,  hinular  to  its 
situation  at  the  present  moment  P  AVhat  wa»  the  iiral  act 
of  the  convention  of  lOSSi'  To  declare  the  Throne  abdiw 
cated  and  vacant.  Wats  that  a  state  of  things  in  aitv  rei4|>ect 
parallel  to  the  present  ?  Certainly  not.  And  I  tlierefore 
must  protest  against  the  extraordinarY  pobition  laid  dowa 
by  the  honouraJjie  nieml>er,  and  maintain,  that  the  present 
Parliament  is  coni[>etent  to  the  consideration  of  every  mea?* 
sure  offoreii^n  and  domestic  |x)licy,iu)d  especially  ex>ni]K'tenb 
tovcigh  and  to  jud^  of  the  important  meuj»ure  recommended 
by  the  Sovereign  to  its  calm  and  temi)erate  contsi deration. 

Having,  Sir,  listenetl  with  intense  interest  to  the  ablc^. 
the  (>ersptcuous,    the    staU-'hinaii-like  sj>eeeU  of    my    right' 
bououralilc  friend  last  night,  I  cannot,  as   an  individual, 
humble   though  f'oremo:st  in   the  ranks  in  favour  of  ihv,. 
great  question,  deny  my^lf  the  Kati^fuctiuu  of  expre&siug 
the  unquaUticd  and  heartfelt  gratification  wliich  tliat  speech 
afforded  me.      I  Listened  with  pleasure  to  every  statement 
expressed  by  my  right  lumourable  friend ;  but  never,  ads 
I  have  had  a  seat  in  thiri  Hou:«e,  diii  1  hear  any  niiuis 
of  the  Crown  with  half  the  delight  that  I  heard  my  right 
honourable  friend  declare,  that   be  founded  the  prixu-iplf 
of  the  bill  upon  the  abolition  of  all  court  distinctions,  aud 
the  equalization  of  all  civil,  of  idl  |x>Utical,  rightis.     iVnd  J 
must  say,  that  my  right  honourable  friend,  in  tlie  menhurc 
which   he   has  brought  forward,  appears  to  have   aeteil  in 
direct  consonance  with  that  (>rincipLe  aud  for  that  purpoM* 
—that  the  uiazmer  iu  wltich  he  has  introduced  it  ba^  beqn 
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eflert  the  object  he  ham  in  rirv.  -  r  - 

I  Hill  my^  further,  that  I  felt  tba  gnaaeat  amxkty^  when 
my  ri^t  hoaow^rie  Iriead  foact  «b  icaiv  the  tmamer  m 
which  thi*  inpMtaM  SMBflttf*  «■•  to  he  a^utfcd,  bdw  daft 
it  hod  been  nude,  iur  the  firat  tioMr  ^Gantaaaaatt^faaati^tm 
X  was  ^adKfi(rd  ihat  my  ri^l  haaaurahir  iiimd  had  coo* 
ridervd  ihr  rr^prm^ibility  of  fai»  «tiiaciia»— thai,  ioohi^g  to 
the  nMMMure  which  he  was  about  to  iBtadaee  with  aB  the 
weight  and  authority  <d  GiMniiMwat.  ha  had  wcU  ootw 
siderrd,  and  duly  w«igh«d,  all  the  cirpiiiMtBTw  a  hich 
were  likely  to  re(|uine  the  atlgBtJon  of  his  ngriniiii  mincJ* 
in  reference  to  this  qucstkai;  and  thai  he  had  f«dly  «• 
amined  whether  there  wa»  aoy  thing  in  the  n4igioi»  belief 
of  the  R4>tniin  CathivUca, which  midcnd  it  lariiiry  toappLy 
to  theni  nny  p)H>i*iiil  rmtricCioiui  on  ivlfriiy  than  hum  thor 
present  diMihilitien.  1  am  now  ha|ipy  to  perocivc,  lhat  in 
the  measure  pntiKMed  by  my  ngiu  hanound4e  friend  wr 
have  not  to  Itiok  for  chcne  ima^nary  daayri.  which  have 
been  so  oOen  »]MAeii  uf.  in  the  frequeal  dbooatoatt  ufian 
this  subject ;  and  that  the  meaaire  i«  cmtircly  freed  fruai 
all  the  cumbrous  mnchinrr%'  which  baa  been  ii|maleJly 
sui^f^;eKie<lf  with  a  view  li>  tiiet'l  tluwr  pretended  daag«>a*T. 
And  here,  Sir,  it  i«  impowililc  for  tue  luit  to  mv  d^ 
word^  in  refttenco  to  a  fttateiuiMit  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  AltllHiroiiwh  ;  who,  in  discu!«m^  this  qiieiu 
tion,  ha^  complaimtl  that  no  sptciid  sfcuritic-i  Im^e  licvn 
pfOTided  ftir  ibc  c*taWisbc<l  rhnrrh.  Tlw  fact  in,  that  my 
right  honotirable  friend,  in  the  very  wowUof  hii  nraolutim^ 
flpecially  referred  to  the  state  of  the  e«talilishe<l  church. 
The  bonouraljlc  luomber  says,  that  thit*  niowAuri'  will  iitrip 
I  the  established  church  of  its  firmest  and  Itcat  Mx-iiritie*. 
But,  Sir,  lins  the  eslnhlisheil  church,  I  mi>u1(1  u»k,  no  mccu* 
-  rity  in  the  conslilulinn  of  this  eiuiiirei' — Iwis  it  no  sn-curity 
I     in  t!ie  two  acta  of  union — that  between   tiiin  country  and 
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ScotUad,  and  that  between  both  countries  and  IrcUnd  ?- 
lias  it  no  security  in  the  Huu^e  of  Lords  and  the  Housv  uf  ] 
Cumnionfl,  and  in  the  Throne  itself? — has  it  no  tecurity  in 
the  public  feeling  and  the  aHoction^  of  the  country,  and  iuj 
the  great  lx»dy  of  the  property  and  intelligence  of  the  eiib*J 
pire,  which  in  firndy  attached  toil?     The«e  are  the  seevrif 
ties  and  safeguards  of  the  cstahlishctl  church,  nnd  if  njon'  1)9 
calleil  for,  I  for  one  am  pre|>are*l  to  say  it  is  amply  providi4 
for  already.    1  re|>eat,  therefore,   that  n»y  righ!  honotirablttl 
friend  has  introduced  thU  measure  in  a  straight-forwariiii 
direct,  and  honourable  nwinner     I   am  glad   that  lie  hafJ 
done  so.    I  am  rejoiced  that  I'arliament,  for  the  first  tioi^f  J 
ib  about  to  do  an  act  of  justice,  without  a  drawback,  to  thf^ 
undiminished  loyalty  and  allt^ianceof  the  BritiBh  and  Ihsl| 
gentry  and  pcoi)le  profe«sing  the  Catholic  religion.     As  £ac  i 
a«  the  Dritish  Catliohcs  are  concerned}   1  am  glad   to  pexj\ 
ceive  that,  in  the  projKwed  measure  of  my  riglit  honourably 
friend,  there  is  not  a  shadow,  in  the  sha}>e  of  security,  whicj| 
affects  them.     All  the  securities  connected  with  the  xucAr  | 
sure  relates  to  Ii*eland,  and  arise  out  of  tlie  pecubar  ctTf  i 
cumstances  ailecting  tliat  country.     I   am  glad,  that  t07 
wards  the  Roman  Clatholicft  of  Kngland  we  arc  alx>ut  U^ 
make  that  atonement  wliicb  we  ought  to  have  made  loug  ii^;iK 
for  their  long-continued  suQ'eringH  and  multiplied  WFoogs* 
I  cannot  refuse  my.sclf  the  pleasure  of  bearing  this  testimony 
to  tlieir  conduct  and  character,  and  of  heartily  congratulat* 
ing  them  on  the  pros{K'ct  which  has  now  openiKl  upon  thein, 
I  now  come,  Sir,  to  wliat  fell  from  my  honourable  friend, 
the  member  for  Dorsetshire.     My  honourable  friend  cofV 
ceives,  that  we  are  placed  in  our  present  situation  in  ooasof , 
quence  of  the  remissness  of  the  Government  in  not  liaviuj 
taken  measures  to  repre.ss  the  CatlioUc  A^sociatioa  ia  Iiet 
land,  and  to  prevent  the  other  events  which  have  occiim>d 
in  that  country,  and  u  Iticli  have,  in  the  view  of  the  Govcn>j 
nicnt,  but  not  in  the  o^anion  of  my  honourable  friend,  itsw 


IMfl' 


maauLn  catholic  mklikk  aiii.. 


4BI 


flerecl  tbr  pmmt  iDCBsans  kfaiiuhitel^r  tweoKarrw  M^  hcw' 
Dcurabli*  fVitiici^  in  opf>otdDg-  the  nwfuuivfi  for  the  rcinnval 
m  the  dnabUilieit  aflediiig  the  Irish  CathuUca,  shuuld  beur 
in  ndncl,  that  he  wron^  the  Kn^li^^h  Catholics  aliiu,  fiir 
whfMc  relief  thpse  measure*  art  ixiuully  tntendrtl.  As  far 
as  my  political  conduct  is  involved  iu  the  arcumtidn  which 
my  banourahle  frimd  has  preferml  against  the  Govrrn- 
inm^  I  ftiU  expUun  tu  him  the  course  whi«  h  I  havi*  u>n. 
rithmi  it  my  duty  tu  pur«tUL'.  My  l)(>iu>urablc  Ineiid  aay.H 
thai*  in  the  year  1SS7),  we  fiassctl  an  act  a^inKt  the  Cathoiic 
Ajwrx-intion,  ami  that,  whclhw  or  not  thi- (icncfniincnt  vrem 
united  un<>thtT(]uustiuiifi — in  rcfennico  to  that  act  the  cabi- 
net was  united  and  unanimous.  1  am  rcatly  to  acknitwledgc 
that  upon  that  Hill  all  the  members  of  the  ("^bintn,  in  this 
and  in  the  other  House  <»f  l^artiutiientY  were  porfeclly 
tmited  and  ugrectl.  That  bill  wa«  pa<«ed  ;  and  now  my 
hotvAirnble  friend  aska-^  the  Government  fotmd  it  inef-^ 
fretuai  for  the  8U|ipre8»ion  of  the  Asnociation,  why  did 
ther  not  ea]l  u|>on  Parliament  for  a  ^tron^t'r  :uid  iiitirr 
efficient  measuiv  ?  I  would  winh  to  rwall  the  attention 
of  tl»e  House  to  the  circumstances  of  the  year  189^,  in 
reference  to  the  ^reat  queflitm  which  then,  as  now,  eii- 
gajHred  the  attention  nf  PnrliniiKiit.  TIh*  hill  for  the  nop* 
prntnoo  of  the  A9:Hx>iation  was  paswd  in  the  early  period 
of  the  session  of  that  year,  and  not  without  a  decided  ajid 
Tigorou*  resistance  being  o(fere<l  to  it,  anil  a  stmnjEf  disctis- 
aSoD  having  taken  place.  The  bill,  however,  was  carried 
in  both  Houses,  and  Ixtrajire  the  lawuf  the  land.  But, 
what  iras  passing  in  the  mean  time  in  ihiK  country  and  in 
.fifdand  ?  T^at  Association,  apiinst  which  the  bill  was 
tbvcted,  relying  with  confidence  that  the  grievances  of 
vliTcb  they  complained  wmdd  be  taken  into  the  inmK*diate 
tfoneddcradon  of  Parliament,  with  a  view  to  their  removal, 
fbrthwitb  obeyed  the  law.  The  leader*  of  the  Awociation 
being  a.ssQred  that  concession  waH  at  liaud,  -at  oiice  recom- 
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mended  ihe  discontinuance  of  the  meetings  oi'  the  Asso- 
datiun ;  and  they  took  every  means  in  their  power  lo  eiv 
lighten  the  Committees  of  both  Houses  on  the  state  df 
Ireland,  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  the  duiabilities  affect- 
ing the  Roman  Catholics  of  that  kingdom.  After  the 
Association  hud  ceased  to  exist,  a  bill  for  the  removal  of 
those  disabilities  was  carried  by  a  m^ority  in  thiit  House. 
It  was  sent  up  to  the  other  House,  and  there  it  was  lost; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  Association  wa*  revived- 
Now,  Sir,  here  comes  the  consideration,  whether  it  were  pos- 
sible, in  the  state  of  tlie  public  mind  in  England  and  Irt'laud 
at  that  time,  to  pressameasure,  such  as  my  honourable  friend 
ftaysshoidd  have  been  pressed,  up<m  the  House  of  Co^lmo^^^ 
which  had  already  carried  a  billof  concession,  the  loss  of  which 
had  excited  the  greatest  ilisap]X)intment  and  dissatisfactionin 
Ireland,  particularly  after  the  sacrifice  which  they  had  oflered 
to  make  of  tlie  elective  franchise.  In  that  situation  of  aft'oirs, 
theGovemment  mighthave  come  toParlianient  and  proposed 
a  measure  which  would  have  l»een  as  effectual  as  any  measure 
could  possibly  be ;  but,  in  thus  suppressing  the  Association, 
it  would  have  been  nocessaiy  to  do  nothing  more  nor  leM 
than  to  entirely  and  permanently  suspend  the  whole  Bri- 
tish  constitution  in  Ireland.  Does  my  honourable  friend 
imagine  that  if  the  Catbolie  Association  had  been  thus 
BUpprcsfied,  there  would  have  been  an  end  to  all  discontent 
in  Ireland  P  Does  iiu  suppose  that  it  |iossessed  no  nunit^^ 
ficatittihs  Lhruughout  the  country,  and  tliat  there  would  ^™ 
not  have  been  means  found  for  complaining,  if  the  Associa- 
tion had  been  extinguisheii  ?  If,  then,  a  measure  of  that 
description  had  l>een  passed,  then,  I  say,  that  Ireland  would 
have  been  in  the  state  which  my  right  honourable  and  gal- 
lant friend,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  has  so 
well  descnbiHl.  It  would  not  have  been  in  a  state  of  civi- 
lized society,  but  private  revenge  and  outrages  on  the  law 
would  have  prevailed,  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other. 
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It  hftji  >>cen,  therrforv.  Sir,  my  firm  de>tcraimiidnn,  as  far 
as  I  might  b«  conccmeti  in  the  councils  of  the  ctnintrr,  chat 
until  Catholic  emancipation  waa  likely  to  be  conceded,  I 
would  not  Icmt  myself  to  anV  measure  that  would  Ik*  nothing 
more  nor  \vsn  than  thu  total  suspension  uf  the  cunHtitution 
in  Ireland.  And  let  it  atm  l>c  Ixirnc  in  mind  in  isjieakiagof 
the  Catholic  AsMx:iation,that  while  it  continued,  peace  gene- 
rally j»re\uik*d:  U*si*  criniei^  wore  committed  in  the  country 
than  at  any  f'urnier  perititi ;  private  revenge  was  no  longer 
known ;  and  public  outrages  had,  to  a  f^eat  degree,  ccnM-tl. 
Now,  Sir,  as  long  as  peace  was  preserved,  I  was  not  wil- 
ling  to  Busjiend  the  constitution  in  Irvland,  without  giving 
Lo  that  cauntiy  any  hojicB  uf  reliefs 

vi  Thin  is  my  answer  to  my  honourable  friend.  1  detest 
the  Irish  agitators  quite  as  much  as  my  honourable  friend 
can  i\v.  I  dete:st  all  jNirliamentK,  but  the  jiarliununt  con- 
stitutionally called  by  the  King.  I  detest  all  cxchetiuers 
but  the  KipgV  exchecjuer;  and  I  consider  no  cxillecliim  of 
taxes  to  liecoHMstcnt  with  the  safety  of  the  stale,  except  that 
which  is  authorizeil  by  the  law.  The  greatest  tlanger  in 
the  situation  of  Ireland  is,  that  its  peace  should  rest  uptak 
any  foundntion  but  the  protection  and  fear  of  the  laws. 
But  there  exists  in  Ireland  a  jxiwer  which  can  eoininand 
the  assendjlage  of  multitudes,  and  which  can  control  tJiem 
when  asseDibled.  That  |X>wer  belongs  to  the  Catholic 
AMociatiuD  ;  and  the  only  way  to  put  that  down  is  bv  con- 
ceding emancipation.  In  the  a>urse  of  the  last  session^  I 
expressed  a  hope,  tliat  we  should  grant  emancipation  as  a 
boon  while  it  would  be  received  as  a  boon,  and  beiore  the 
question  sliould  iKX'ome  one  of  parley  and  compromise,  wlieii 
it  would  cease  to  be  received  with  gratitude.  In  the  few 
months  that  luivc  since  dapf;ed,  the  dangers  which  then 
existed  have  rapidly  iiu^-eased :  and  it  is  therefore  the 
duty  of  his  MajcstyV  ministers,  before  the  question  shall 
become  one  of  parley  ami  compromise,  to  settle  it,  while  it 
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may  be  grnntetl  ami  receivetl  as  a  favour.  I  would  not 
re<|uirc  a  liighcr  auUiority  than  that  of  Mr.  Burke,  to  ju»- 
lify  the  wise  course  which  hia  Majesty's  miniaters  have 
adojiietl.  **  If  there  is,"  says  that  great  statesman,  in  hi» 
meniurable  i^pcech  ou  economical  rtforuif  '*'any  one  eminent 
criterion,  which  above  all  the  rest,  distinguislies  a  wise 
government  from  an  administration  weak  and  improWdent, 
it  is  this — well  to  know  the  best  time  and  nmuner  of  yield- 
ing what  it  is  impossible  to  keep.*"  There  is  no  language 
in  which  I  can  better  describe  the  wisdom  and  courage  c^ 
Government,  in  at  length  bringing  forward  this  great  ques- 
tion, in  order  to  its  being  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

With  regard,  Sir,  to  that  part  of  the  proposed  arrange^ 
ment  which  relate*  to  tlxe  elective  franchise,  1  own  I  do  not 
approach  it  with  the  same  unmixed  and  cordial  approbulion 
with  which  I  regard  the  main  measure  itself.     Abstractedly 
I  must  consider  it  as  an  act  of  positive  injustice;  imd  i(j 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  one  of  indispensable  necessityj 
This  is  my  own  opinion  of  it.     But  whilst  I  say  this,  I  wish 
to  defer  to  the  judgment  of  persons  who  are  so  much  better  J 
acquainted   with  the  state  of  Ireland  than  I  am,  and  JQ 
whose  opinion  such  a  measure  is  a  desirable  accompani- 
ment  of  the  measure  of  relief.      Considering,    thorcfor^  ' 
the  difficulties  with  which   I   am  sensible  tliis  quc^siion  isj 
surrounded — knowing  well  the  obstacles  by  which  Govern*] 
ment  have  been  met,  in  the  wise  endeavour  to  adjust  it] 
finally  and   satisfactorily — being   aware  how  desirable   it 
is  that  the  feelings  of  tlie  Frotestant  paK  of  Ireland  should 
be  consulted  and  satisfied— and  a&sured,  as  I  an),  tba( 
there  exists  a  pressing  |xilitical  expediency  for  passing  Ui« 
Relief  BiU,  I  deem  it  right  to  assent  to  that  for  disiran*] 
cUising  the  forty  shilling  freeholders,  rather  than,  by  resist*  j 
ing  it,  emlmrrass  or  impede  the  success  of  the  other  greaM 
and  more  important  measure. 
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Marrfi  VX 
On  the  order  nf  tlip  day,  for  thv  »f^uiii)  rrwling^  of  the  Bill  "to 
amd  rertain  Act*  of  the  PorthunfTit  of  Ireland  relative  to  the  e lec- 
4ioD  of  Mrmber*  to  wrre  in  l*arlit.ment,  and  to  re^ruUte  the  <]ualific»- 
lioti  of  Penonn  vntitled  to  vote  at  tJ>t  election  of  Kntf^hti  of  the  Shire 
in  Ireland," 

Mr.  UiTSKissoN  n>s4.%  and  witl : — 

I  feel.  Sir,  as  8tri>n;»ly  an  any  honourable  member   jkmu 
sibly  can  (lo,  the  iacalculable  importance  of  tlie  mca-iitnv 
whichj   at  three  oVli>ck    this  morning,  was   carrieH  by  a 
triumphant  majority-      It  has  been  fltated  to  the  Huusc,  in 
a  manner  which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  that  that  measure 
is  indissolubly  bound  up  with  the  present — tliat  the  fate 
of  the  one  will  decide  the  fate  of  the  other.    This  it  is»  Sir, 
which  increase*  the  embarrassment  under  which  I    labour 
in   delivering  my  sentiments,^ an  einl)arras]cment  which 
arises  from  my  disapprobation  of  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
which  gtx-s  to  dispone  of  an  elective  franchise.  I,  at  the  same 
time,  proteAt  against  the  doctrine — and  it  is  on  imparlia- 
mentary  way  of  discuRsing  any  measure, — that  this  House  is 
not  at  lilwrty  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  elective  franchise. 
1  cannot  discuss  the  measure  with  reference  to  the  present 
state  of  property  in  Ireland, as  I  am  not  acquainted  with  It;  I 
shall  tltercfore  discuss  it  on  the  principle  of  right.  If  Ireland 
werea  newcountry — if  she  had  never  enjoyed  this  right  at  all, 
and  tlie  question  related  to  the  establishment  of  the  elective 
franchise — then  I  should  not  object  tothe  limitation  proj>oiied 
to  be  introduced ;  for  ten  jxtunds  would  be  a  very  good  limi- 
tation if  the  House  were  legislating  for  a  new  coimiry.  Hirt 
it  is  said,  "  You  must  look  at  the  state  of  Ireland  as  con- 
nected with  thi<  proposition.**    Now,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to 
loolt  at  the  queslicni  in  that  point  of  riew.     It  must  be  well 
known  to  every  honoiirnble  menilier,  that  it  is  a  point  of  lh# 
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'6iait,  thai  the  elective  frfmohisc  of  ^tintU'S  in  Irelnntl  is  the 
mne  as  those  in  England  ;  that  wheroas  forty-shillin^  fretv . 
holders  in  England  obtained  their  jirivilego  of  voting  almut 
four  hundred  yoars  ago,  it  was  extcnde<l  to  those* of  Ireland 
a  century  later.     When  I  Rtate  this,  I  moan  to  sny,  that  a 
■franchisp  so  annexed  and  united  to  a  freehold,  for  a  period  of  I 
three  hundred  years,  ia  a  property  vested  in  the  freeholder,  to  | 
talie  away  whieh  is  only  one  de<i7X?e  less  a  violation  of  right  i 
than  taking  away  the  projierty  itaeU*.  Why  do  1  state  tliis? 
Is  there  any  ground  of  law  for  this  theory  ?     Yes,  Sir; 
very  high  authority.    Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  in  ^pcnking; 
of  tliL-  freehold  rights  of  the  people  of  England,  say?,  **  A  , 
freehold  right  is  one  which,  if  any  person  is  in  the  slightest 
'degree  molested  in  the  exercise  thereof,  he  may  defend  by 
action ;"  and   further,   "  a  freehold  right  is  a  most  tran- 
'  Bcendant  thing;  it  is  vested  in  and  inseparable  froin  the 
freehold  :  if  it   be  sejjarated,  then   tlie  freehold   is  taken 
I  Niway."     Then,  Magna  Charter  itself  rantains  a  provision, 
'  'that  "  no  freeman  shall  be  disseized  of  his  freehold,  or  llie  , 
liberties  thereof,  but  by  the  judgment  (»f  his  ]>eerH,  or  by 
the  law  of  the  land.**     Therefore,  these  freehold  right*  and ' 
immunities  are  roost  sacred,  protecte<i  by  the  law  of  the  | 
countr)',  and  by  the  sanctity  of  three  hundred  years. 

I  am   told,  that  this  privilege  has  l)een  more  abused  in 
Ireland  than  in  this  country.     That,  Sir,  raay  have  been 
the    case;     hut    I   would    a.sk,   is   it   not  your  duty  to 
endeavour  to  correet  the  abuse,  instead  of  taking  away  iJie^ 
property  itself?     Is  this  the  mode  of  ^jroceeding   which 
would  be  tolerated  in  this  country  P     In  there  no  insta&ce 
of  such  abuse's  in  England  ?     Honourable  niemlters  may 
recollect   the  election   in    Middlesex    some    twenty   yraxs 
ago,  and  the  scones  which  then  took  place,  when  o  mill  | 
at  Brentford  hud   been  split  into  several  hmidred  ▼ote*,. 
Who  had  ever   thought  at  that   time  of  meddling   with  i 
ilie   elective   franchise  of  the   people  of   England  (*     Let 
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gentlemen  call  to  mind  the  elections  for  Wofttmmfitcr,  forty 
or  (ifty  years  a;jc> ;  nmi  the  |)erjuric&,  and  corruptions,  ant! 
briber)',  and  breachcA  of  the  peace  which  attended  them. 
Yet,  whoever  thought  of  interferinfj  with  the  elective  fratv- 
chise  of  (he  people  of  Westminster?     I  would  a^k  any  of 
the  KngHsh  memlwns  whether,  if  any  case  occurred  of  an 
f «biMe  in  eleclionA,  they  would  not  prrvfit^d  to  correct  that 
abiiM;    or   whether  they   would  ))ri>ceeil    to   lieprive   the 
peofde  geaerally   of  rightH  which   were  inseparable  from 
their  freeholds?     It  haa  been  objectcid,  that  the  vote*  in 
Ireland  arc  not  d*rive<l  from  prof)erty  in  fee.     But  how 
I  many  tcuanbt  are  there  in  Kngland  whoso  projxTty  is  not 
in  fee?     In   the  place   which    I    have  the  honour   ti>  rt^ 
present*  many  of  the  electori  hold  only  a  life-intcrefit  in 
iheir  property ;  and  in  many  places — in  Su»isex,  for  ex- 
ample— voteji  are  created  by  the  pnrchaw?  of  forty-»hilIingn 
a  year  nf  land-tjix ;  which  i«  not  j»un.h.'Lsed  for  the  |m>- 
fttnble  employment  of  capital,  but  solely  with  a  view  of 
^<9btaining  the  elective  franchise.     Sir,  I  cannot  make  up 
Y  my  mind  to  dis{x)sses9  {lerfiona  of  their  property,  especially 
bwlien  the  abuse — wliich  ia  to  be  eonftidcred  the  ground  of 
the   measure— exists   cluewhere.     Vested    rights  of   other 
description*  are  regarded-     There  is  scarcely  a  professional 
'  adviser  of  the  revenue  Ixiant,  who  docs  not  consider  his 
emoluments  as  a  vested  right.     No  man  laments  more  than 
I  do  the  scene  of  peijury  which  is  presented  at  elections; 
and  I  fully  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  remedied.     But  when 
honoura])le  meml)ers  talk  of  perjury  in  Irelantl,  why  have 
they  not  some  feeling  for  tlie  perjuries  Cfimmittcd  in  cur- 
ptirations  ?     The  forty-Rhilling  freehcilders  of  Ireland  may 
surely  be  entitled  to  a  lenient  consitleration.    Some  of  these 
individuals  may  not  tmdcrstand  the  true  conntruction  of  the 
law.     Tiiey  may  suppose,  iliat  as  they  would  l>e  unwilling 
to  part   with   ihfir  freeholds  for  forty-shillings,  they  are 
therefore  worth  so  much  in  the  eye  of  the  law  ;  whereas,  in 
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corporoliont  ami  borough  elections  in  Eni^Und,  a  man  vill 
Kwcar  tliat  he  ha>(  uo[  reueivud  a  bridci  whilst  ha  knows 
that  it  in  |)rori)it«»l,  if  noC  received,  ami  thai  it  wiU  he 
regularly   jniii,   when    tlu;  period   tif  danger  ItaK   passed 
away.     On  thf^^  grounds  I  difi^rid  £ruci)  the  hoiwurahle 
;^tlenuuj  who  brought  in  the  hill  of  18fi5,  vliirh  was  prtK 
spct'tive.     I  voted  for  that  Mil  «n  it»  Hrst  intruductiuo,  butr* 
not  afterwords.      By  the  present  bill,  whicli  is  not  firosp«e«« 
tive,  all  the  |)roprieIi>rs  of  Ixeehuldit  betwt.>en  Aurty-^ilUngn 
and  ten  pounds,  who  have  hitherto  exercised  thi^  right  of 
voting,  arc  diflfranchJRod,  and  thereby  sustain  an  injustiixb 
unly  a  degree  sfwrt  of  tlie  lo»s  of  tlieir  freehold.  ^j 

Another  argument  in  favimr  of  tiie  bill  is.  uf  all  otheiVs 
the  least  to  be  commcndecL    It  Ik  said,  that  tlie  peopb^ 
of  Ireland  are  inditimiit  alx>ut  this  right — that  the  mea- 
sure is  not  unpopular  in  that  country.     But,  Sir,  is  it  l)e- 
coming  in  any  government  to  take  advantage  of  a  soasoD  of 
L'ltthuHijuim,  of  an  ebullition  of  gratitude,  and  to  accept  tlw 
surrender  uf  an  iuHtilution  connecte<l  with  popular  rights^,, 
Such  an  argument  is  open  to  great  objection ;  for  if  tbit . 
House  may  so  deal  with  the  riglits  uf  electors,  tlierc  is  vo 
knowing  where  it  will  end.     I  have  heard  it  asserted,  that 
tliis  bill  is  a  measure  of  parliamentary  reform,  but  iliat  it. 
begins  at  tlie  wrong  end.     Sir,  I  aw  hth.iilc  to  all  iiud)u 
reform,  let  the  suggestion  come  from  what  quarter  it  majtt 
—whether  it   Iins  reference   to  Kngland,  to  Ireland,  or  tu 
Scotland.     I  i>hould  give  such  a  pn>jeet  my  decided  oppo> 
sition;  and,  admitting  as  I  do,  fn>m  a  sincere  conviction,  that 
the  Catholic  bill  will  strengthen  the  Protestant  inlurests,  1 
am  of  ojHnion,  on  the  other  hand,  that   parliamentary  ns 
fonn  would  not  only  destroy  the  Protestai»t  cliurch,   but 
every  other  establislmient.    If  the  measure  before  the  House 
solely  inflicted  inconvenience,~or  even  if  it  inflicted  hard 
ship  and  injury, — provided  it  fell  short  of  actual  injustioe 
and  tite  vi4)latiun  of  legal  rights,  ihi!  confidence  I  place  in 


the  Goveninient,  who  are  ukin^  sU'}>*t  to  pacify  Ireland, 
\^uld  have  prevented  axe  frcmi  offering  any  oppoflitiim  to 
the  bDI.  But  I  cannot  cooipromiae  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  consent  to  a  violation  of  property.  If  I  had  hapj>ened 
to  be  a  member  of  his  Majesty's  ^vcmmcnt,  X  might  have 
seen  I'eason  to  be  convinced  of  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  such  an  arrangement  The  course  which  I  think  I 
should  then  have  adopted  is  thi? — I  should  have  endea- 
voured to  prevail  on  those  who  are  anxious  for  the  measure, 
to  make  it  prospective.  It  would  have  been  only  in  the 
CAM  of  their  satisfying  me  of  the  ahtmlute  necessity  of  it, 
to  secure  the  success  of  the  other,  that  I  should  have 
consented  to  it,  in  its  jiresent  state.  I  should  not  have 
yielded,  until  the  inseparable  connection  between  the  two 
measures  had  been  demonstrated  to  me.  I  have  lived. 
Sir,  Coo  long  in  public,  and  mixed  too  much  in  its  affainii 
not  to  know,  that  in  such  a  complicated  state  of  thin^  ' 
there  may  have  existed  some  overruling  necessity,  to  which' 
ministers  arc  forced  lo  yield.  Having,  however,  no  means 
of  knowing  whether  this  necessity  does  or  docs  not  exist, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  being  most  anxious  to  do  nothing 
which  may,  by  possibility,  seem  to  evince  a  desire  to  delay  * 
or  impede  the  other  great  measwrc,  I  feel  it  proper,  under ^ 
this  great  difficulty,  to  abstain  from  voting  at  all.  My 
resolution  will,  I  hope,  have  no  cfTect  upon  others.  I  have 
not  suggested  (his  course  to  others,  aiul  I  do  not  wish 
others  to  adopt  it ;  but.  with  reference  to  the  inju«itire  of 
the  measure,  and  to  the  precedent  it  establishes,  I  cannot  ' 
oonscientioualy  do  otherwise. 
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Apr(l\X 

Mr.  Fyl^r  moved,  "That  a  Select  Cnmroittcc  hr  appointed  to 
inquire  into  tlip  State  of  the  Silk  Trade"'  After  the  motiun  had  been 
BdppnrteJ  Ky  Hfr.  Rohinson,  Mr.  Baring,  and  Mr.  Siidler,  and  opposed 
liy  Mr.  Vosey  Fitzperahl, 

Mr.  HifSKissoN  rose  and  said: — I  coi^fess,  Sir,  that  I 
have  derived  no  small  degree  of  saUKfaotion  from  finding 
ttlat  my  right  honourable  friend  aiid  his  colleagtics  have^ 
after  a  careful  exaniinutioii  of  the  suliji'ct,  and  of  the 
various  representations  of  tlie  manufacturers  ami  othen 
coneemed  in  the  Silk  trade,  come  to  the  resolution  to  per- 
severe in  the  measure  which  it  was  my  duty,  when  in  office, 
to  nH:oniniend  fur  the  adoption  of  the  House.  Nor  has  this 
gratification  been  materially  diminished  by  the  dihcouraging 
denouncement  of  the  honourable  meml>er  for  Callington. 
Although  that  honourable  member  predicted,  in  18)24, 
tl)e  downfall  of  thi.^i  trade,  and  now  contends  that  the  pro- 
phecy ha5t  been  fulfilled,  he  neverdieless  feels  it  necessary 
to  pn>}>hecy  a  second  time  its  reiterated  ruin.  Jn  the  same 
way  he  has  seen  the  ruin  of  our  trade  in  cotton  and  woollen 
inevitable,  l)ecause  from  the  high  price  of  provisions  in  this 
oitmtry,  it  is  irapossible  that  foreij^ers  ^ould  not  &uppUnt 
us  in  the  market.  Now,  Sir,  fnmt  recollecting  wliat  boa 
happencti  with  respect  to  America,  the  most  enterprising  of 
our  competitors  in  commerce,  I  see  no  reason  to  apprehend 
the  fidfilment  of  this  part  of  tlu*  honourable  member's  pro- 
phecy ;  for  though,  in  the  year  1824,  America  placed  a 
protecting  duty  of  thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  on  cottoos, 
which,  in  18S8,  was  raised  to  se^'enty  or  eighty  }ier  cent, 
still  she  feels  it  impossible  to  maintain  to  herself  the  exten- 
sive supply  of  her  own  market.  I  say.  Sir,  when  I  see  this 
and  know  that  the  Americans  are  our  most  formidable  cam- 
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|>clitarf^  I  raiuiot  fmrtAke  of  the  ile^^wnclin"  foelin^  of 
the  lionourable  meml)eT.  I  agree  with  him,  that  wc  Imve 
as  much  to  drosul  from  xVmenca  &s  fitnii  any  other  country; 
but,  if  proviiuoos  arc  cheap  there,  labour  is  dear,  machinery 
is  costlvt  and  other  exptMises  are  so  preat,  tliat  1  have  no 
fear  that  Anu-rica  will  drivo  u:^  out  of  otlicr  markets  much 
morti  out  of  our  own,  which  in  the  posilion  of  my  honour- 
able frienil.  Some  weeks  ap»  we  were  infcimied,  i>n  the 
Authority  of  the  President  of  the  B<»urd  «f  Trade,  llwt 
il  was  the  fixed  determination  of  his  MajeHty's  (rovemnieot 
iMt  to  have  rpcourec  to  the  syMem  of  prohibition.  \Vhi>ii 
T  hcartl  r>?  that  determination.  Sir,  I  felt  it  wn«  my  duty 
to  attctid  in  my  place  in  thir;  House  tti-nifi^ht  and  to  ^vc 
my  (tupporl  to  (.vovemment,  in  any  furtJier  altrmliim 
which  it  may  Ik  fouml  nct^ctRiary  to  make,  to  aury  into 
ekecution  that  ftyAtem,  which  it  ia  now  agreed,  ou|(ht  to 
l>e  held  ftacrefl. 

Hir,  the  honourable  member  for  Newark  haa  exhib(t«d 
bis  pro|»o*itions,  n.s  if  he  had  no  wi*h  to  return  to  the 
fiyhtem  of  pmhibitions ;  but  all  his  argimienlH  went  to 
jthow,  that  notliin^  but  prohibition  can  aavc  the  trade 
from  the  difficulties  and  daiigem  in  which  it  ia  involved. 
It  ift  imi'MMAiblo  that  the  Hmirio  can  enter  into  the  emu 
ftideration  of  any  prtipo^d  not  foundi-d  either  t»u  protec- 
tHM  or  on  pn>tiibitioa.  It  u  proieeti<m  which  in  pro. 
fmwd  by  my  rifrht  htmourable  friend  ;  but  it  ia  prohibition 
which  is  rcr]uire«l  hy  the  throwsters  and  weavenb  To 
this  ipie^tion  there  are  three  partie*i — the  throwatrr,  the 
m\k  manufacturer,  and  lastly,  the  public;  ctrtoinly  luit 
the  least  intere?itixl  or  Icut  important  party  in  thifi(|Uf«ition» 
but  who,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  bat  hitlu^to  l)een  arf{uutl, 
have  been  pul  out  of  view.  The  public  are  the  f^rcat  con- 
sumers of  the  article ;  tliey  indulge  in  itilk  dreMCH  and  wear 
silks  from  which  1  do  not  wi»h  to  see  thmi  deitiKt,  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Newark.     I   cannot  aec  without 
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concern— tK>t  to  use  a  Btrongcr  expression— the  appearance 
of  pride  and  self-conceit,  which  would  think  it  a  duty  to 
forbid  the  lower  classes  from  indulging  in  those  luxune« 
wliich  he  would  re8cr\e  for  the  higher.  Sir,  in  a  country 
like  this,  not  divided  into  castes  and  tribes  by  rigid  laws, 
I  cannot  conceive  that  it  is  right  to  forbid  any  portion  of 
his  Majesty'i*  subjects  those  enjoyments  which  stimulate 
industry,  and,  while  they  contribute  to  the  innocent  gratifi- 
cation of  the  people,  do  not  diminish  the  national  resources. 
1}  for  one,  must  say,  that  I  consider  the  public  benefited 
by  those  facilities  which  place  tlie  enjoyment  and  luxury 
of  a  silk  dress  within  the  reach  of  a  greater  numlier  of  per- 
sons. What  formerly  cost  twelve  shiUingis  may  now  be  ob- 
tained fur  four,  and  this  has  brought  the  manufactuM^ 
within  the  reach  of  a  greater  number  of  persons.  ^* 

With  respect  to  the  throwster,  Sir,  I  shall  now  exanune 
what  distress  has  l>een  brought  on  him  by  the  alterations  in 
the  law,  effected  since  18)8*.  Before  those  alterations 
he  was  protecte<l  by  a  duty  equal  to  1 4«.  Id-  on  tlirowft 
silk,  and  there  being  a  duty  of  from  is.  to  5*.  on  the  ra« 
silk,  he  was  protected  to  the  amount  of  9a.  on  the  manu- 
facture of  his  thrown  silk.  The  honourable  member  foB" 
Coventry  has  referred  to  the  situation  of  the  throwRter  iaf 
18S4.  In  March  1834,  the  Government  announced,  that' 
at  the  end  of  two  years  and  a  quarter  tht  prohibition  to 
import  manufactured  silk  should  be  put  an  end  to.  lit* 
this  declaration  the  House  concurred,  and  the  act  for  car-* 
rying  it  into  execution  was  passed  into  a  law.  The  ihrowi*' 
Bters,  we  were  told  by  the  !>onourable  member  for  Callttig^ 
ton,  would  be  the  first  victims.  He  said  distinctly,  th*t' 
he  was  satisfied  his  prophecy  would  be  a  true  one,  and'H 
that  the  capitalist  would  disentangle  his  capital  from  th*  * 
mills.  He  would  cease  to  employ  his  people,  and  they  would 
be  left  to  perish,  for  want  of  emplo\  ment.  What,  houever, ' 
is  the  fact  ?    The  average  of  the  Eilk  worked  up  by  all  tiio ' 
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mills  of  this  country,  for  the  years  1821,  1882,  imd  I8a3> 
wa^  l,947,O00Ib8.  Froui  1824  to  1826,  the  throwsten 
knew  of  the  change  that  was  about  to  msue  iu  1826 ;  and 
they  niigbt  have  applied  theoiitvlveA,  (having  the  benefit  of 
my  huoourabU  friend'fi  advice,)  to  remove  their  i^jntal  fruai 
tiie  milU.  and  turn  adrift  their  workmen.  Did  thoy  do  ao  f 
Though  they  were  aware  of  tliis  change,  the  quantity  of 
Ik  they  worked  up  increai*ed  from  l,947,(K)0Ui8.,  the 
Kverage  of  the  three  prectyjin^  years,  to  2^7iW.04>OU)A.  in 
the  (wo  following  yeara.  They  iK-nefited  then,  by  tluf 
change,  very  nearly  one  million  of  {Munds  a  year. 

It  waft  in  July  1826,  that  the  act  came  into  operation ;  ao 
that  we  have  only  1827  and  189H,a»  two  complete  years,  to 
judge  by ;  and  wliat  is  the  average  confViuption  of  silk  in  (he 
silk  mills  of  thiii  country  in  those  two  years:'  Not  less  than 
S,960,0001hA. ;  Bu  that  «inee  the  year  1824,  the  average  has 
increased  two  million  pounds.  So  much  for  tlic  nurk  the 
throwster  lias  |H'rformed.  I  will  now  speak  of  the  quantity 
q£  thrown  &ilk  imported.  Before  the  alteration  of  the  duty, 
on  the  average  of  three  years,  tiiere  were  355,0001  bs.  of 
thrown  silk  imported  in  the  year.  On  the  average  of  the 
two  years  after  the  change  was  announced,  the  quantity  im- 
ported was426T0001bs.;  and  since  the  duty  has  been  lowered, 
from  7a.  iid-  to  on.,  the  average  of  the  two  last  ycnr»  h/i^  been 
476,000lb8.;  so  that  the  quantity  imjiorted  since,  compared 
with  the  quantity  imparted  antecedent  to,  the  lowering  of 
the  duties,  has  only  increased  a  mere  triHe.  The  results  then 
of  thi«  ai«,  that  the  throwster  lias  had  double  the  quantity 
of  work;  there  has  been  nu  diminution  of  the  quanti^ 
worked  up  before  the  notification ;  the  throwster  luu  noC 
given  up  his  mills;  and  his  hands  have  not  \ytea  thrown  oiU 
of  work.     So  much  for  uiy  liooourable  frieotr*  }ire<ticti(HM« 

According  to  the  best  information  which  1  have  l»cen  ahl« 
to  obtain,  the  e3i|K*ni>e  of  nuuiufocturing  thrown  silk  iu  this 
country  ia  about  live  AhiUiugs ;  m  Italy  it  is  about  ttuve 
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shillings:    uiaking    &  lUfiercncc  uf  imu   .shillings,    while 
the  English  throwster  enjoyed  a  protection  equivalent  to 
eight   Bhillings-      In   point  uf  fact,   however,   the  dutyi 
operated  as  a  Iwunty  to  the  French  smuggler,   irho  pes-: 
fiessed  lunisclfof  uU  the  advantage^i.     A  certain  proportiim 
oi*  Hne  thrown  silk  is  required  for  our  iiner  niiuiufactures, 
and  this  proportion  it  is  necessary  tor  us  to  have.     Thent 
ia  a  something  either  in  the  packing  up  of  the^ilk,  or  in  the> 
ditttance  from  which  it  is  brought,  which  render;^  it  impoft*^ 
mUIc  to  manufactiu'c  tliis  finer  kind  of  thrown  silk  here  so 
well  a-sit  is  done  in  Piedmont.    It  is  therefore  necessary  to- 
encourage  the  im[]urtatiun  of  this  article  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  it  would   reader  the  measures  of  my   right  honour- 
able friend  still  more  ell'ectual  il*  he  oould  find  means  to> 
reduce  the  duty  upi>n  it. 

But  whilst  I  deny  that  the  measures  which  I  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  recommend  to  tlie  adoption  of  Parlianiait, 
in  regard  to  ttiis  branch  of  our  manufactures,  have  beeni 
attended  with  the  ruin  to  the  throw.sters  which  was  so- 
boldly  propheHied,  I  do  not  deny  that  their  own  spirit  of' 
excessive  s|}cculution  bos  plunged  them  into  difficultieiH 
and  injured  the  w eavens  by  enhancing^  through exag;gperat 
com]>ctit)on,  the  price  of  raw  silk.  What  has  been  stat 
by  Hiy  right  honourable  friend  is  perfectly  true.  A 
nundx^r  of  new  mills  have  been  erected,  exten^ve 
costly  machinery  lias  been  put  up,  which,  to  return  a  profit 
must  be  constiintly  at  work ;  and  to  obtain  tliat  employ'^ 
ment,  a  great  competition  ensued  amongst  the  throwst« 
themselves.  By  their  competition  tliey  raised  the  price  i 
raw  silk, — first  to  themselves,  and  afterwards  they  d« 
mancled  a  higher  price  fnmi  the  weaver,  or  nuuiuikcturery 
The  excessive  speculation  of  tJic  tliro^-stcrs  operated, 
tiKTefore,  incidentally,  as  a  tax  on  the  weavers,  and  the 
hotl  to  sufier  for  the  condust  of  the  throwsters,  as  well 
froui  their  own. 
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I  w^  sufprised  to  bear  from  the  honotirabl^  member,  that 
from  twelvr  M  foitrt«i'n  hun<lrc<l  tltouMind  |K>uiu1s  uf  hilk 
had  bL-en  smuggled  into  this  country  from  Fraucc,  and  that 
if  we  did  not  mind  how  wo  legislated,  wc  should  hnve  two 
million  pounds  smuggled.  Now,  I  believe  the  whole  kiIIc 
manufacture  of  France  does  not  exceed  three  ntillion  |Knindii 
a  year ;  and  though  the  hnaoundile  gentleman  here  diiiposeii 
of  two-thirds  of  it,  and  at  the  Mime  time  states  that  France 
manufactures  only  for  i>x[Hirtation,  1  can  tell  that  honour- 
able gentjemon,  that  tiu'  )>cople  of  France  consume  a  great 
ijuantity  of  silks  themMcKes,  and  that  in  that  rountrv  the 
use  of  silk  is  not  grudged  to  the  lower  orders.  I  believe 
the  accounts  of  the  quantity  exp<irtt'd  have  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  It  is  true,  aft  was  fttati^d  by  the  honourable 
member  fur  Callingtou,  that  the  French  set  the  fashion  in 
silk ;  but  what  »ay  the  Spital-Fields  w^vivers  to  this  ?  One 
of  the  manufacturers  stated,  before  the  ('ommittee,  that 
be  WMglad  that  the  French  did  set  the  fashion,  fur  then  S' 
coatly  article  was  fret|u»3itlv  brought  into  the  coimtry  for' 
the  use  of  the  higlier  orders,  which  the  Spital-Fields  niAnii-' 
factarer  was  soon  enabled  to  imitate  and  bring  it  to  nuu-ket 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  X'^rench  article,  m  that  it  euine 
into  getkeral  consumption.  Surely  thelxjoourable  member, 
when  \\c  rectilleclfi  this,  %rill  not  givo  «]i  the  hoixf*  of  our 
manufacturers  being  able  to  keep  poesessioo  of  our  own 
markets. 

Sir»  when  those  who  were  then  the  members  of  his  Ma- 
je«ty'S  Government  determined  to  put  an  end  to  the  ru-ti- 
AeaaJ  system  wliicli  litu.1  so  long  made  this  country  ihe 
Uughing-8tcKk  of  Kurope,  lliey  Ivgan  with  that  part  of  tl)e 
system  of  prohibition  which  was  considered  the  most  vi- 
cious. And  what,  I  o^k,  has  been  the  consetjuence?  Why, 
by  the  ivrooral  of  the*c  restrictions,  we  ore  able  to  rival 
tJie  most  successful  of  all  the  nations  of  the  Continent  in 
their  own  productions.     Without  saybg  any  thing  of  the 
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effects  pRxlutxHl  upon  the  uiorak  uf  the  people,  or  of  tho«*| 
laws  wliieh  were  found  neccsHary  for  the  purpose  of  pre&:| 
venting  smuggling,  and  which  might  almixtt  be  coosidereji 
foreign  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  I  vroul<l1 
just  observe,  that  the  whole  of  the  seizures,  at  thf  timc^ 
that  smuggling  was  at  its  greatest  height*  amounted   tdt 
little  more  than  5,000/.  a  ycsar;  so  that  it  -woa  absurd  toi^ 
say*  that  a  system  of  prohibition  could  have  anv  effect  in^ 
preventing  smuggling. 
*(The  honourable  member  for  Newark  has  called  tlie  eiUt* 
trade  an  exotic ;  but  I  would  ask  that  honourable  gentle^^ 
man,  in  not  the  cotton  tra<le  an  exotic  r*  might  we  not,  witbi 
equal  fairness,  call  the  cotton  trade  an  exotic?  We  import  114.1 
as  we  import  silk ;  we  pay  for  one  as  we  pay  for  the  othrriJ 
The  equalization  of  the  capital  and  industry  of  the  country^^ 
so  much  insisted  on  by   the  honourable  member,  is  unal^t 
tainable,  if  the  two  exotics  arc  not  equally  prohibited  from^j 
or  equally  admissible  into,  the  British  market.     Neither  ii 
the  honourable  member  correct  in  his  view  of  the  mode  is4 
which  cotton  is  obtained  by  the  domestic  maiuifacturcr;  for<| 
that  article  is  no  exception  to  the  necessary  law  of  cantm«r<< 
cial  interchange^  by  which  the  produce  of  the  ca|ntal  and 
lal)our  of  one  country  is  exchanged  for  the  produce  of  th«> 
capital   and  industry  of  another.     If  there  were  no  ocbep' 
objection  to  returning  to  the  vicious  system  of  comiotreial 
prohibition,  I   should  object  to  it,  because  we  cannot  go. 
back   in  one  article,  without   going  back   in   otliers,-^it 
woollens  and  iron  for  example, — from  which  we  liavt*  f«£^ 
moved  the  restrictions  which  impeded  the  domestic  BumtK^ 
facture  of  those  articles. 

Sir,  while  I  ^tate  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  io^ 
dividuals  have  benetited  by   the  prohibitive  system,  end 
have  met  with  losses  by  the  destruction  of  their  nionopoly< 
But  the  question  for  the  House  to  consider  is,  not  wlia|iJ 
may  benetit  or  injure  individuals,  but  what  is  calculated- 
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to  fTTonioU*  ihc  intvrcHtK  of  the  contmunity  at  lar};«w-aut 
wlietlker  llii.i  sin<r|e  Kranch  of  induMn'  or  thut  hin^le 
branch  would  be  advtintagcd  or  disadvantaged  by  th«  re- 
peftl  or  reduction  of  u  pi-uhibitivc*  duty,  but  whtithorall  the 
other  br^mcheii  ot'  iatluatn'  would  be  benefited  or  injurvd 
by  it  f  That,  Sir,  being  the  projwr  (jnef^tion  for  rarliament  to 
consider,  I  confidently  nseert,  that  the  changes  iu  our  com- 
uieiviuJ  M'steni  which  I  have  been  in^^tru mental  in  britiifing 
aboutt  liowe\er  lliey  may  Iiave  aH't-ctcd  lliis  or  that  par- 
ticular elus,  have  contrilnitixl  to  the  extension  and  culture 
of  the  general  industry  of  the  country.  The  very  fact 
qootud  by  those  who  object  to  those  changes  pnnes  my 
Bflaertion.  It  han  been  stateil,  that  commoditiL'S  arc  to  lie 
had  for  one-third  or  one-fourth  lean  now  than  in  1824. 
Uut  what  does  this  fact  prove,  unless  that  we  can  now 
procure  an  equnl  (|Uantity  of  foreign  produce  with  lew 
Imbour,  and  that  the  difference  is  so  much  added  (o  the 
capital  and  industry  of  the  country,  to  be  employed 
in  other  bruneheH  uf  commerce  and  manufacturer .'  In 
what  way  can  the  extraordinary  increase  that  ha**  taken 
place  in  our  internal  consumption  since  the  prohibitive 
«y»tem  has  been  removed  l>e  acof}unt<>d  for.  hut  by  tlic  in- 
creujNxt  facUilie?t  afl'urded  of  obtaining  foreign  produce, 
and  the  consequent  Mldition  to  the  capital  and  industry  of 
the  country  ?  The  phenomenon — for  it  is  a  phenomenon 
— i-an  lie  accounted  for  ujmn  no  other  principle.  If  we 
look  to  tlie  extraurdinury  increase  tliat  has,  of  Ltte  years, 
taken  place  in  the  in]|H)rtation  of  the  article  of  cotton,  we 
sluiUseea  striking  instance  of  the  extnu>rtlinary  incn-ase  that 
has  also,  of  late  years,  taken  place  in  doniewtic  eonsuniption. 
If  we  look  to  the  great  demand  for  wool  that  lia^  arisen 
within  a  few  years,  when  not  unly  more  i»heep  have  l>een 
reared  in  this  country,  and  more  HritisJi  wool  grown,  but  forty 
million  pounds  of  foreign  wotil  have  l>een  iuiporleil  to  wettt 
Ihc  demand,  we  sliall  »cc  a  strong  proof  of  extraordiutiry 
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iuternol  amsii motion.  If  we  look,  in  the  same  manner,  u> 
the  iucrcaitxl  ini|>orCii  and  manufuttiire  of  iron,  sillc,  and 
other  articles  ^c  shall  seo  proof:*  of  an  immense  internal 
consumption,  that  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of 
increased  fucilities,  enabling  us  so  to  add  to  the  capital  and 
industry  of  the  coimtry,  as  to  greatly  enlarge  the  meun>  uf 
cnnsuniinn^  domestic  inanufactunTS. 

When  honourable  gentlemen  assert,  that  the  commercilj 
of  the  country  is  in   a   state  of  deca}',  I  hog  leave  to  adk^ 
where  is  the  evidence  to  bear  out  their  assertion?     AVliai 
4I0  the  olliciul  accounts  say  in  relation  to  this  alleged  decay  ?L 
I  entreat  the  Houso  to  attend  to  one  or  two  unquestional 
facti!.      In    18$^,    the    exports    amounted    in    value    to 
40,32:5,000/.  ;  in  18ie8  to  51,000,000/.  ;  and  to  the  5th  of 
January  of  the  present  year,  to  oSjOO' 1,000/.,  shewing  an 
increase  of  1S,000,000/.  sterling  in  the  exports  of  1829  over 
those  of  1827;  and  of  1,000,000/.  over  those  of  last  year. 
Again,  let'  the  House  look  to  the  shipping  interest, 
they  will  ftee,  that  though  the  proiitit  are   not   equal 
those  of  the   monopoly  enjoyeil  by  the  British    shi] 
trade  during  the  war,  that  trade  has  nevertheless  iocr 
while  the  foreign  shipping  trade  to  this  country  has  rapidljj 
diminished.     The  amount  tif  tonnage  of  liriti^Ji  shipping 
cleared  outwards  and  enteretl  inwards  during  the  year  eiida 
ing  tlie  5th  of  January  18Si8,  was   27,700,000  tons;  tlia 
of  tlie  year  ending  the  5lh  of  January,  18S9,  was  81 ,00d,000j 
tons,  showing  an   increase  of  more  than  one-ninth  in  tli 
course  of  one  year. 

My  lionourable  friend,  the  nienil)cr  for  Collington,  hwil 
alluded  to  the  vitu])eration,  to  tlie  endless  obloquy,  to  1 
calumny,  that  have  been  heaped  upon  me,  as  the  organ  1 
tlie  govemmeut,  by  which  those  changes  were  effected.     I 
assure  my  honourable  friend,  that  when  I  f*;4t  it  t4i  l>c  my/ 
duty  to  recommend  the  alterations  tliat  have  been  so 
ficialty  made  in  the  commercial  and  navigation  laws  of  tlmJ 
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couDtryt  I  cWarl y  forciuw  that  I  HhoitUi  liavv  to  euct^iiiUer 

\$}l    the     obloquy    and    vitu(ieratioi]     which    have    fallen 

[npou  ine.     I  knew  that  individual!!  aiid  |uirtiea  would  be 

I  )>repart-d  to  vinit  oii  me  the  suHcrin^A  hntught  alxjut  by 

[llicLr  uwu    iiidiMrrclioii,    ur   hy   utlier  causi*s    over    which 

[I  could  hare  no  controL     Bur,  while  1  clearly  foresaw  aU 

[this,  I  did  not  the  k's.s  clearly  see,  nor  the  learn  forcibly 

r^'I*  tltat  I  owed  it  to  myself,  as  a  member  of  thin  House, 

laud  as  a  uiiniKter  of  tlie  Crown,  to  rccoranici)d  a  particular 

[Hoe  of  policy,  however  dista»tcful  that  pdicy  might  be  to 

Aterated  individuals,  and  however  likely  to  give  rise  to 

Dtationa   of  my    motives.       I    felt  that   no  man 

tit  to  pretude  over  the  commercial  interest**  of  a  great 

oouotry,  who  was  not  ready  to  sacrifice  personal  feelings  to 

the  public  beneHt — tl>at  no   man   ought  to  tx?  a   UriLliih 

mmtHtcr,  who   was    not   above    all    such    individual    coo- 

sideralionH.     Having  felt  this,   I    steadily  persevered   in 

what  my   ctHi^cience   toUl  me  wa»  my  duty.     Nor  am  f 

witliuut  iJiyt  reward  ;  for  h  hen    I  am  told  of  the  disad- 

firanta^'A  which   individuals    have   experienced    from    tho 

changes  which  I  was  an  instrument  in  introducing  into  our 

commercial  system,  I  say  in  reply,  that  those  clianges  harw 

tended,  more  than  all  other  events  or  meai>ures,  to  imprcM 

the  country  and   foreign  states  with  just  notions  of  the 

value  of  an  unrestrictL-d  comiuercial  intercourse,  and  with  a 

ClefnvictioD  of   the  misicKievous    nb^urditv    of  commercial 

jfalmirini  and  attempts   at  coumiercioi  monopoly.      The 

present  wise  system  of  commercial  policy  haii  inculcated  jm 

important  doctrine  in  the  paciBc  relations  of  one  country  to 

another,  by  alicwing,  that  one  state  is  not  enriched  by  the 

impoverishment  of  another,  but  that  mutual  interchange  of 

their  retipectivc  produce  is  the  only  sure  basis  o{  mutual 

jiroBperitv.     It  has  tended,  nnd  will  daily  more  and  more 

tend,  to  prevent  conteatft  for  objects  of  ctmimercial  seltish- 

i]M«-.»to  avoid  a  recurrence  of  thone  wars  whicli,  in  the 
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end.  injure  the  manufacturing  greatness  of  all  the  purut^ 
cngagctl  in  them.  It  has  given  rise  to  just  notions  of  conw 
mcrcial  intercourse  with  colonies,  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
petty  rivalries  in  which  those  colonies  hitherto  hail  involved 
the  mother  countries.  Is  this  mere  assertion  ?  Let  the 
extraordinary  fact  in  the  history  of  the  country- — that  for 
fifteen  years  we  have  enjoyed  a  commercial  pence  with  the 
world — that,  for  the  first  time  during  so  many  years.  Par- 
liament lias  not  been  called  upon  by  the  Crown  to  jirotecl 
with  a  naval  and  military  force  some  colonial  commercial 
right,  or  to  resist  some  conunejcinl  outrage — answer  the 
question  I  By  the  genend  principles  of  our  present  liberal 
system  of  couunercial  jwlicy,  we  have  disarmed  other 
counlriea  of  their  former  usual  resource  of  excluding  our 
manufactures,  by  convincing  them  that  they  must,  more 
than  ourselves,  suffer  by  a  retaliation  of  tlit-ir  conduct. 
I  will  go  farther  and  say,  tliat  if  we  had  not  altered  our 
prohibitive  laws,  we  should  long  since  have  been  engaged 
in  a  mischievous  war  with  some  state  equally"  l>lind  to  its 
own  interests.  The  present  repudiated  free  trade  sv!»t«tu, 
then,  has  not  only  tended  to  allay  irritation  and  pr^scrre 
pi'ace  to  the  colonics  Ijiit  to  prevent  war  with  other  uutiou». 

The  honourable  member  for  Newark  says,  he  will,  at  a 
proper  opportunity,  enter  into  a  discussion  on  tlie  prin- 
ciple of  Free  Trade.  I  .shall  not,  therefore,  anticipate  that 
discussion,  but  shall  only  say,  that  whenever  it  takes  place 
he  Mill  finil  me  ready  to  meet  him.  May  I,  howe%er, 
without  entering  upon  the  subject)  ask  the  honourable 
member  a  question,  which  I  have  frequently  a^iked  in  vain; 
— namely,  what  it  is  that  lie  means  by  tlie  term  ♦•  free 
trade  .^^  Will  he  tell  me  what  object  he  wishes  to  ate 
nccDmplishcd — what  evils  remedied — which  the  prcstot 
system  fails  (o  acciiinplish  or  fails  to  remedy?  \\hA 
woultl  he  i)ermil,  or  what  woidd  he  restrict,  in  our  com- 
mercial system,  that  is  not  now  jiermilted  oi-  restricted? 
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Will  the  hrtiiouraWo  memJxr,  instead  of  suffering  hfiiwelf 
to  be  led  away  by  vupiie  wonls,  give  us  a  definite  nieaninnj 
of  ihe  evils  which  he  conceives  to  be  involved  in  the  phrmie 
"  free  trade  ?**  Will  he  tell  us  what  is  the  system  of  its 
opponents  ?  By  acting  on  the  principles  of  free  trade,  I 
understajid  that  we  ouglit  to  le>iM*n  or  remove  everv'  re- 
strietiun  on  our  commerce,  that  tends  to  cramp  the  energies 
of  indi\idua]  cntcrprizc,  without  benefiting  the  revenue. 
Those  principles  1  have  long  advocated,  and  will  continue 
to  adt'ocate ;  for  I  am  satisfied  by  experience,  that  gradual 
relaxation  of  our  restrictive  system  ha«  been  invariably 
followed  by  gradual  improvement  in  our  manufactures,  our 
commerce,  and  our  revenue.  In  those  principles  I  trust 
ray  right  honourable  friend  will  perse%-ere,  despite  of 
clamour,  misrepresentation,  and  obloquy. 

Honourable  meniliers  say,  that  lliosc  principles  tend  to 
place  the  country  in  an  artificial  state.  Dut  is  not,  I  ask, 
every  country  with  which  wc  are  acquainted,  in  an  artificial 
state.''  Is  not  the  very  institution  of  government  itself 
artificial  ?  Is  not  France,  for  example,  an  arlilicial  country  ? 
Has  she  not  debts  to  pay,  taxes  to  levy — a  police,  an  army, 
a  navy,  a  court,  a  [larliament — in  fact,  artificial  institutions 
to  maintain  ?  In  a  w»trd,  tnuht  not  every  covmtry  Ih'  said 
tn  be  in  an  artificial  state,  which  is  not  shut  up  in  itself, — 
dependent  wholly  on  its  own  resources — without  any  inter- 
change between  it  and  other  states — without,  therefore,  any 
benefit  to  receive  or  to  be.stow  .''  The  charge,  then,  of  an 
artificial  state  is  mcauinglcfiR.  I  feel  proud  in  having  had 
a  share  in  establishing  a  system  of  oomniercial  <lealing, 
which  I  am  convinced  is  the  most  advantageous  to  the 
general  interest  of  the  country,  that  c«>uhl  have  been 
adopted.  By  it  the  energies  of  the  empire  at  large  will  bo 
cultivated,  its  industry  and  capital  most  advantageously 
applied,  and  its  res*)urces  placed  in  the  most  favourable 
condition    for  meeting  the   exigencies  to  whicli  all  great 
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cfrtnmprdal  nations  aro  exposed,  and  for  which  they  should 
never  !)e  impropared.  And  are  we  not  cailod  upon  to  fosler 
and  expand  those  ener^es,  by  every  means  in  our  |xiwer, 
when  we  look  at  tlic  stirring  intelligence,  at  the  spiiil  of 
improvement,  which  now  pervade  France, — which  are 
equally  producing  their  effects  in  the  Netherlands — in 
Germany — and  in  the  United  States  of  America.''  Shall 
wc  sit  tamely  by,  while  these  countries  are  preparing  and 
strengthening  themselves  for  the  raoe  of  commercial  prD». 
perity,  in  which  they  ambitiously  hope  to  outnm  us?  I 
trust  we  shall  find  our  security  in  our  own  vigilance  and 
activitVi.  and  in  the  many  superior  natural  advantaircs  with 
which  this  country  i»  blessed.  It  is  imjMissilile,  $ir,  as-  1 
observed  on  a  recent  occasion,  for  this  country  to  stand  still 
whilst  every  thing  around  us  is  in  motion.  Yet  this  is  what 
the  honourable  njember  for  Newark  would  seem  to  recom- 
mend. China,  therefore,  if  1  may  judge  from  all  tlmt  has 
fallen  from  him,  would  be  his  model  of  a  perfect  system  in 
this  res|)ect;  and  indeed,  Sir,  some  of  the  opinions  which  I 
have  heard  bnwiched  by  the  honourable  number  ai-e  so 
extraordinary,  so  theoretical}  and  so  extravagant,  that,  if  I 
did  not  know  that  the  new  member  for  Newark  was  an 
enlightened  member  of  the  great  commercial  e*onmiunitv  of 
Leeds,  )  should  almost  ex|>ect  that,  by  some  mistake,  tlie 
electors  of  that  borough  had  made  choice  of  a  mandarin 
Irom  the  celestial  empire. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  a  country  iu  Europe,  of  which  the 
oommcrcial  policy,  as  far  as  it  is  founded  upon  any  prin- 
ciple, or  any  example  which  I  can  trace,  mtist  be  derived 
from  China.  There  prohibition  and  non -intercourse  is  the 
rule,  and  non-prohibition  the  exception.  The  country  Co 
which  I  allude  is  the  most  favoured  in  soil,  in  climate,  in 
the  richness  and  variety  of  its  natural  productions,  in 
situation,  in  the  active  spirit  and  intelligence  of  its  Jnhii- 
bitants  of  any  country  in   Kurope.     Wtll,  Sir,   see  the 
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effect  nf  fhiK  «v*tcmt  Is  it  to  be  traced  in  an  overiluwin^ 
exchetjuer,  in  «  C4>ntented  populntUni,  in  the  artivitv  of  its 
sea-ports,  in  tKe  wealth  of  the  oworrs  of  the  Boil,  in  a 
K|)Iendi<l  ari«to<Tacy,  in  the  exalted  station  which  the 
euuntrv  ha^  tatcen  anicing  the  f^reat  »iul  iu(le|)endent  stjitM 
of  the  world!'  The  reven*  of  all  this  i*  the  picture  of 
modern  Italy.  I  allude  to  it  with  a  sincere  winli  that  tile 
rfimmercial  pf>licy  of  that  ooiintry  wa*i  pinced  iipini  n  f*K>t- 
ing  more  conducive  to  its  pros[K;rity  and  power,  and  to  itM 
beneficent  intercourse  with  other  states.  In  condemning 
thai  (xilicy,  I  do  it  with  the  more  regret,  as  I  cannot  but 
Rtate,  that  there  never  wa&  an  absolute  nmiiarehv  more 
inildf  les«  oppre^tBive,  more  equable  in  itu  admini^traliun, 
iban  thnt  of  the  House  of  Austria. 

With  respect  to  the  motion  liefore  the  Mwise,  1  enlirtUy 
concur  with  my  right  honourable  friend,  that  the  K'st  way 
to  |>rescr\'c,  and  increa-ne,  and  improve  the  Silk  manufacture 
of  thiH  country^  is  to  persist  in  the  prettent  policy  of  tile 
Government. 

Thf  mutiun  *■»*=  (ir^tltf>d  by  »  maJnrilT  ofl-ltl  to  31. 
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Mr.  Tennystin  luovrd  )'or  Icuvc  to  br'tD^  iu  u  Bill,  **  lu  exclude  lite 
Boffjugli  uf  Eut  R^^'tfurd  fruiu  elecliti);  Bur|^e»w»  to  mtvc  in  Pwlla- 
Inetii,  Jiiic)  tfi  (>Miil)tt'  iTit'  timti  itf  Binninphani  tn  n^liirn  two  trprC' 
ArntatitfB  in  Heu  thprrof."  Mr.  Nicholson  Calvfrt  rxprMttiM  liln 
anxiety,  that  thtt  fruichiu*  ihould  Iw  triuiifcmd  In  lh«  hwidred  of 
BmmUaw,  and  Mr.  Secrclary  Pei'l  atatcd*  Uiat  if  the  hoouuTftblc 
Btriubcr  sliuuld  iiiovv  au  anicndnicut  tu  (lint  effect,  it  should  have  hi> 
•opport. 

Mr.  HrsKissoN  nxsciuid  said*: — 
From  tlie  settled  aversion  which  1  feel  to  tjvcry  iiy&tem 
of    what   in   called    parliamentary    reform,  I   caiwot  a^y 
*  yrnm  Mr.  f/uskiuon's  M8.  nolc«. 
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that  f •  hail  with  nnich  satisfaction  any  question  wfaick 
brings,  even  indirectly^  that  subject  more  or  less  under] 
the  review  ami  discussion  in  this  House.  I  am  as  fju:  om] 
any  man  fnnu  courting  any  tiling  which  looks  like 
general  revision  of  tJie  constitutional  ImxIy  :  but  wheO 
the  existence  of  such  abuses  and  general  corruption  as 
have  been  proved  long  and  habitually  to  exist  in  the  borough 
of  East  lletford  arc  brought  to  tight,  and  exhibited  ia 
proof  before  us,  we  have  no  alternntive  but  to  apply  some 
remedy  to  the  Rpccific  evil,  further  than  this  I  t^hall  never 
be  prepared  toga.  I  take  my  stanil  upon  the  aggregate  < 
excellence  of  our  represent;itivc  system,  and  I  leave  to  utlieri 
to  take  what  delight  they  may  in  hunting  out  the  anomiiliea 
pf  its  detail,  having  no  desire  myaclf  to  join  in  that  critical 
exami  nation. 

WitJiout  intending  the  shglttcst  disrespect  to  the  houour^ 
able  members  who  have  preceded  me,  I  must  say  it  does 
appear  to  nie,  that  a  great  part  of  the  debate  of  this  even* 
ing  would  have  l>ecn  better  applied  to  a  stage  of  this 
measure  which  I  understand  to  be  now  gone  by.  Th*  ■ 
honourable  member  for  Corfe-Castle*  has  addressed  his 
arguments  to  the  House,  as  if  it  were  now  considering  the 
effect  of  tl»e  evidence  which  was  formerly  taken,  and  not  aa 
if  it  were  considering  wliat  the  consequences  are  which 
ought  to  follow  upon  that  e\'idence.  The  honoumbla^ 
gentleman  says,  that  in  the  courts  of  law  ymi  cannot  ansti^ 
tute  miy  proceedingb  to  punish  bribery  and  corruptioQi 
unless  you  do  so  within  two  years  of  the  period  when  the 
parties  were  guilty  of  that  bribery  and  corruption.  Tha* 
House,  however,  is  not  placed  in  that  situation.  It  is  not 
so  restricted  in  its  jurisdiction.  It  has,  owreover,  decided 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  in  the  borough  of  East  Retford 
there  liad  Iwcn  a  gross,  habitual,  and  long-continued  stat 
of  corruption  and  bribery.  The  only  question,  thereforei" 
which  we  have  to  discuss  is  in  what  mode  we  sliall  deal 
•  Mr.  OeoTft*  ■ftwxV'ti^. 
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with  its  forfeited  franchise— whether  wc  ftliall  transfer  ii  to 
sonie  ^ivat  a>n)mt'r('ial  aiul  nianufsiclunrig  touTi,  like  Hir- 
miitgharo — whether  we  sliall  pursue  the  coiirne  whieli  we 
pursued  in  the  case  of  Grainpoiind,  when  we  tninnfcrri'd  it 
to  a  cuunty~-«r  whether  we  t«hnll  retain  this  universally 
cx>rrupt  borough,  and  onlymdcnvourto  eorrcct  or  counter- 
vail itfi  corruption,  by  giving  a  concitrrent  right  of  voting 
to  the  frcthoMcTs  of  the  adjaeent  hundred  of  HaK»sotlaw. 

I  liavc  heard.  Sir,  with  regret,  ami  I  must  ad<l  with 
no  small  degree  of  surprise,  the  declaration  made  this 
evening  by  my  riglit  honourable  friend,  the  Secretarj' of 
State  for  the  Home  De]Kirtmcnt,  that  the  whole  weight 
and  authority  of  Government  in  to  l>e  put  forth  in  .supj»urt 
of  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  memlvr  for  the  county 
of  Hertford.  That,  utider  Much  auspices,  and  backul  bv 
sach  power,  it  will  be  ^ucceMful,  I  cannot  doubt.  I  »hall 
regret  tiii»  success,  because  I  cannot  lielp  thinking,  that 
it  will  \^e  at  variance  with  the  sentiments  generally  enter- 
taiiKfl  by  tlie  sound  and  intelligent  |)artof  the  eonunnnitv; 
I  shall  regret  this  succesti,  because  I  am  convinced,  that  it 
will  increase,  in  the  public  mind,  the  feeling  which  already 
exists  in  favour  of  parliamentary  reform  ;  I  shall  regret  this 
success,  because  I  feel  that  it  will  ensure  the  adoption  of  a 
CDorae,  which  must  pave  the  way  for  u  general  parliamentary 
reform.  When  I  Niy  that  1  feel  surprise,  as  well  as  regret^ 
at  the  CiHirse  which  they  have  adopted,  I  will  tell  his  Ma- 
jesty *s  milliliters  what  is  the  ground  of  that  surprise.  I  hotl 
persiiaded  myself,  from  the  conduct  which  they  have 
hitherto  pursued  during  this  session,  and  al>ove  all  from  the 
arguments  by  whicli  they  have  vindicatetl  that  conduct, 
that  they  were  not  insensible  t<i  the  march  of  events,  and 
to  the  state  and  progress  of  public  opinion  in  this  country.  ^ 

See,  Sir,  what  that  march  and  that  progress  have  been  f 
Two  short  years  only  have  elapsed  since  the  hrmnurahle 
juul  learned  member  for  WiuchelFca,**  to  the  great  sur- 

*  Afr.  Brougham- 
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priae  of  the  countr)',  thought  proper  one  day  to  quit  the 
scat  which  he  now  occupies,  and,  crossing  the  floor  of  the 
House,  to  take  another  upon  one  of  the  upper  benches, 
behind  the  Treasury-bench.  No  sofjner  had  this  I^cuder  of 
a  party  in  tiiis  IIou&c- — for  upon  this  occ^i.ion  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  many  others — cfTected  this  lodgment  in  an  out- 
work, which  had  long  been  occu|)icd  and  guarded  by  the 
steadiest  and  most  tried  of  the  troops  of  his  opponent^ 
tlian  these  veterans,  one  and  all,  were  seized  witb  a  sudden 
pcnic^-they  fled  and  dispersed  themselves  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  in  every  part  of  the  HouHe.  As  soon  as  they  had 
a  little  recovered  from  this  slate  of  breathless  alarm,  aiMi 
had  l>cen  able  to  talk  it  over  oinong  themselves,  it  was 
announced,  that  the  foundation  of  aJ)  their  fears  wast  this 
—that  the  {Mwition  taken  by  the  honourable  and  lean>ed 
gentleman  implied  a  great  change  in  the  warfare  of  (wlitics 
— that  they  inferred  from  the  support  which  he  was  about 
to  give  to  the  other  Leader  on  this  side  of  the  House,  thati 
three  most  alarming  conset^uences  were  to  be  cxj»ected— ♦] 
first,  they  saw  in  it  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporati<^ 
Acts — secondly,  they  saw  in  it  the  soctlcment  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  question— and  thirdly,  they  saw  in  it  notliing  les*-: 
than  parliamentary  reform. 

Well»  Sir,  to  their  great  surprise,  the  campaign  of  18ST^ 
closed  without  any  of  tliuse  positions  being  cither  a&sailcd 
or  carried.  At  the  o|>ening  of  the  campaign  of  1838,  the 
honourable  and  learned  leader  had  evacuated  his  {lost  <m 
this  side  <A'  the  House,  and  liad  returned  to  his  fonncr  posv 
tion.  New  leaders  were  appointed  on  this  side— leaders,  ai  \ 
whom  it  might  then  be  said,  that  had  those  situations  been 
elective  by  those  who  had  been  thrown  ijitu  such  dismay 
last  year,  they  would  Irnve  been  the  objects  of  their  unani- 
mous choice,  as  the  most  approved  champions  to  whom 
could  be  committed  the  defence  of  those  two  great  bul- 
warks uf  the  constitution,  the  Test  Act,  aad  the  Catholic 
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code.  la  cnns(>c|ucnci%  those  tried  and  veteran  troops  re- 
sumed their  fornior  jxiMtion»  td  the  roofit  entire — but,  such 
ift  the  uncertainty  of  all  Ruhlunary  blessings,  in  a  false  and 
delusive — security.  VVIiethtr  tlit*  learaed  Leader,  in  cftM*. 
\ng  luck  to  hifi  fumier  jxj!iiliony  hod  leH  behind  him  the 
indefatigable  chief  of  his  staff,  the  famous  **  Schooimtutm^ 
of  whuin  he  had  often  sounded  the  praite— by  wiiat  arts  he 
succcetled  in  winning  over  the  chiefs  and  a  great  port  of 
the  garrison^-it  will  be  the  task  uf  liistury  to  explore. 
The  simple  facts  arc,  that  one  uf  those  bulwarks  was  sur- 
rendered early  iu  1828,  upon  the  first  summona,  aod  aftir 
a  very  feeble  resistance;  and  tliut  llie  second  and  morcinw 
p(»rtant  fortress  wo^  surrendered  at  llic  opening  uf  the  pre- 
sent campaign,  without  even  a  summons,  and  upun  uondU 
tions  ntore  favourable  thiui  any  tliut  had  been  oS'eretl,  and 
offered  in  vain,  by  the  succession  of  great  commanders  who 
hod  assailed  it  for  die  last  live  «ud  twenty  years. 
J.  I  rejoice.  Sir,  at  thei«  surrenders;  but  Parliamm^ry 
Heftirtii,  thank  God^  still  remains  tu  be  resisted.  There,  I 
truHt,  tlie  resistance  will  ever  l»e  lirni — will  ever  be  suecestfui 
But  sure  I  aiu,  that  the  means  of  succoscful  remstauce  «iU 
be  greatly  Ktrengthened  by  otir  adopting  tlie  advice  of  tlie 
honourable  member  for  Hlcchingty* — that  it  will  \x  greatly 
impaired  by  our  acting  U|xm  the  plan  of  (he  hunourable 
member  for  the  county  of  Hertford.  Should  the  latter  pro- 
poritlDn  1x>  adopted,  we  hhail  mx'  parliamentary  reform, 
backed  by  a  powerful  auxiliary  out  of  this  House — 1  mean 
public  opinion,  and  the  power  of  the  press— made  on 
annual  question  of  discussion.  tJ 

It  is.  Sir,  on  grounds  like  those,  that  I  am  anxious  to  ghre 
my  Mup[M)rt  to  my  hotiourable  friend  tin*  member  for 
Blechingly.  I  will  not  condescend  to  argue  the  cfuestion 
as  one  between  the  landnl  and  the  commercial  tnlcreats 
of  the  country.  U  is  to  me  matter  of  wonder,  that 
any  man  shoidd  even  supjxjse  that  the  character  of  the 
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House  will  be  changjed,  by  pving  this  franchise  either 
to  ihe  huiiclrod  of  Ba&sellaw  or  to  the  town  of  liiruiing- 
haiti.  I  object  to  the  ilistinctJon  which  some  honourable 
liiemberB  are  drawing  Ix'twecn  the  landed  and  the  com- 
mercial interests.  I  contend,  that  tlie  history  of  this 
country,  and  still  more  emphatically  the  history  of  Ireland, 
proveB  that  it  h  on  the  co-operating  industry  And  success  of 
the  connneroial  industry,  that  the  priwperity  of  the  landed 
interest  mainly  rests.  Destroy  the  energies  of  conunerce, 
and  Y(>ur  land  will  Mx>n  fall  into  that  unproductive  state, 
in  which  it  was  before  those  great  stimuli  to  improvemeitt 
were  created. 

It  has  l>een  stated,  as  u  justiHration  of  the  course  whic)! 
his  Majesty's  Govemuicnt  have  detcnninetl  to  foUuw^  upoa 
the  subject  of  thh  hill,  that  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment aiv  divided  in  opinion,  as  to  the  be^t  m*xie  of  deal- 
ing with  forfeited  franchises,  and  that  the  present  has  been 
Adopted,  a.<^  fanning  a  middle  course,on  whicli  both  cjm  agree. 
1  admit  it  to  be  true,  (hat  on  the  present  question,  the  two 
Houses  are  divided  in  opinion.  The  House  of  Commons  has 
riiowu  by  its  votes  on  more  than  one  occasion,  that  it  i»  nT 
opinion  that  the  great  manufacturing  towns  which  are 
unrepresented,  ouglit  to  sentl  representatives  to  Parliament, 
It  has  sent  up  bills  in  which  that  opinion  has  been  funnally 
avowed.  The  other  House  has  rejectetl  them ;  and,  up  to 
this  hour,  both  Houses  seem  firmly  attached  to  their  re- 
spective opinions.  Indeed,  I  uiulerstand  my  right  honour- 
able friend  the  Home  Secretary  not  to  be  unfrientlly  to  the 
'principle  which  I  am  supporting;  and  therefore  I  am  the 
more  surprised  to  find  him  supfxirting  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  l-Icrtfordshire. 

Sir,  many  of  the  reasons  which  prevailed  with  those  who 
■  had  hitherto  opposed  Catholic  concession,  to  give  their  sup- 
port to  it  this  year,  would  apply  in  the  present  case — here 
is  tlic  same  division  uf  opinion  between  tlie  two  Iloustn; 
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hn^.  ttMi,  the  youn/;  arc  with  us,  and  the  parties  who,  upon 
principle,  oppn«e  nil  traTiitfcr  tu  ^reat  tuwiw  are  tlie  saaie, 
of  whom  it  was  «ud  in  miotht^  place,  liy  a  right  rcvenmd 
prvlate,*  they  muM  soon  p>  to  their  jiccount  eWwlicre— and 
here  again,  the  public  feelingout  uf  dix^oiis  strong  in  favuur 
of  giving  neprraeatatives  to  tiiese  gretit  towiw,  and  strongly 
again»t  giving  it  tu  the  ]>articular  hundred  to  which  tliia 
borough  is  U>  be  annexed.  W'c  were  also  told,  duKng  the 
late  diacutoionti  on  the  CathuUc  clainis  now  h)  happily  ad- 
justed, that  it  was  ini|x)rtant  to  wiu  all  ]'r<iteslant»  to  our 
side,  in  onler  that  we  might,  with  greater  effect,  oppose 
any  dangerous  pretensions,  if  any  fiiich  there  fthouhl  lie,  of 
the  Roman  Catbolicn.  And  is  it  nothing,  I  would  ask,  of 
importance,  in  the  course  of  the  variouft  domestic  questimw 
which  may  hereafter  arise  on  the  subject  of  parUamentary 
reform,  to  win  over  to  our  side,  Sir,  not  only  ]>ul>lic 
opinion,  over  which  the  prew  now  exercises  such  powerful 
influencei  hut  also  those  congregated  nuuscs  of  intellect 
and  of  weidth,  which  always  exist  in  large  commercial 
towns?  Will  it  l»e  nothing  of  importance,  I  wouUl  usk, 
that  the  population  of  Hirmingham  shall  have  been  made 
content,  by  being  gifted  witli  the  power  to  return  memberB 
to  represillt  theui  in  Parliauient  ? 

2  fihould  have  thought.  Sir,  and  more  especially  after 
recent  events  and  recent  avowals,  that  this  was  an  occaaion 
to  recollect  thotte  words  of  forecast  and  wi^^uui,  which  are 
Mcoewhere  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Mr.  Uurlce — 
"  Karly  reforms  are  amicable  arrangements  with  a  friendly 
power ;  late  reforms,  capitulations  with  a  conqueriug 
enemy."  Is  there  no  risk,  Sir,  that  the  measure  which 
immortalizes  the  present  Hes.Mon  should  up|)ear  hereafter  an 
eKeniplitication  of  tliis  remark  ?  Is  it  no  drawback  to  an 
act  of  justice  and  grace,  to  have  it  exhibited  as  yielded  to 
necessity,  and  as  only  a  les^r  evil  than  civil  war  ?  and  if 
such  a  view  of  what  we  have  dune  subtracts,  oik  the  one 
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hand,  from  the  value  of  tho  boon,  does  it  add  nothing,  on 
tlic other  hand,   to  the  danger   of  tlie  example?     Wheu 
the  excitation  of  the  late  disciiMion  slioll  luive  gone  by 
— when   the  swell  and  rullju^  of  the  waters,  after  their 
late   violent    agitation,    shall    have    subsided — tliat    nun 
must  be  little  read  in  the  hiHtory  of  human  jio^onft,  or 
in  the   political   hiHtorv  of  free  states,   who   can   imogiiW' 
that  the  pe<iple  nf  this  country',  a  stiber,  calculating,  and* 
observing  people,  or  tlie  people  of  Ireland,  certainly  quit^* 
OS  shrvwd,  though  (>crhaps  a  little  more  uiercurial  in  their 
character,  will  look  at  notliing  but  the  mere  change  in  the 
law,   eft'ecled   by    what   is  called  Catholic   Emancipation, 
(i|uite  obRtractcdly  fwin  any  rccolUTtion  of  the  battles  by 
which  it  has  been  won,  of  the  mode  and  circumstances  isti. 
which   it  was  oppo;>eil  fur  twenty-five  years,  and   of  ihf 
mode  and  circum^itanccs  and  accompanying  declaratiuns^ 
by  which  it  was  finally  conceded  ;  that  they  will  look  at 
the  history  of  this  question  abstractedly  of  tlie  influence 
which  it  bus  hod  upon  party,  u|K)n  the  formation  of  and-- 
breaking  iij)  of  admiuistratitms,  and   u|Km  all  the  gr 
events  which  have  agitated  the  public  mind  in  our  time. 
Sir,  I  say  again — that  man  must  l>o  little  read  in  hunt 
passions  or  political  history,  who  suppt>>*es  that  some  other 
leading  question  embodying  the  uieons  of  excitation,  will 
not  ere  long  take  the  place  of  the  Catholic  qtiention  ; 
new  tispirittions  of  ambition  and  dislinclioii,  will  not  imMii 
that  fei'lings  hitherto  dunnant  will  not  be  called  into  action  ;^1 
and  that  we  shall  not  ere  long  l>e  sensible  of  the  vibration 
of  strings  which  have  hitherto  remained  untouched.  Every 
thing  cxmnected  with  this  question  is  hurrying  us  forward 
to  good  or  evil,  according  to  the  direction  whidi  may  In 
given  to  the  stream.     The  present  session,  in  fact,  wiU 
become  a  new  era  in   the  history  of  the  public  power  rfj 
this  country.     In  this  state  of  things,  di\Hsions  betwcoi' 
the  House   which   rprcHMits  tlie  people  and   tlie   Upper 
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IJotiM*  ought  to  bo  carefiill^r  arokletl  as  nuich  as  possible.' 
DecaiiMT  vou  havu  Dicwt  wi.<)ely  anU  muni  fortunately  stopped 
tlie  pnodpfld  crater  of  tiiat  hnmenjie  volcano,  whicli  tlirvaC- 
eoed  Ireland  with  w-iii^Kpreailing  c(inHagration.  are  you  to 
neglect  lulook  into  the  reccssesof  t)iu»t*  niLbtiTrancous  cavcnifl 
where  the  element)  of  fire  must  ntill  be  enkindling,  and 
the  latvnt  ttprinj^  uf  danger  preser^ttl  with  ail  their  elastic 
force.  Vou  have  istoppi-d  the  great  evil — vou  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  much  giN«l.  liul  il  is  rather  the  pris 
limioary  than  the  actual  conipletioQ  of  a  wiirk — rather  the 
qualifying  to  enablu  us  to  bc-gin,  than  the  end  and  elosc  of 
our  labours.  In  the  present  state  of  wH-iety  in  la-land — 
in  the  absence  of  poor  laws  for  tiiat  cmmlrj' — (upon  the 
policy  or  applicut>iUty  pf  which  1  m>w  proDtJUiice  no 
<>pinioi>) — in  the  want  of  aile<iuiitt'  cofiital  to  afford  cm- 
ploynient  to  an  iu)[x>veritihcd  race — in  the  comparative 
relation  of  landlord  ajul  tvnaiii-^u  jdl  the  varioua  ramiBca- 
tiofift  arising  out  of  such  a  disorgnnixed  state  of  things, 
much  reniuinit  luiftettied.  There  in  uiuch,  very  much  to 
t»e  doni'  by  dte  rarlijment  and  the  Government,  and  many 
dutiea  to  be  performed,  in  the  rcconcUiation  uf  supposed 
atlvenie  intercft&s. 

Now,  Sir,  is  it  poMible  to  glance  at  ihe  proximity  of 
these  diUicult  i|Ue$lion!i,  without  aeeing  how  much  they 
niu.^  be  aggravated  by  tite  disfranchising  of  thib  borough 
of  Kaf>t  Hetford,  for  the  mere  pur|MH«  of  traoKferring  the 
franchi^  to  the  adjoining  hundre<l  of  Basflclluw  ?  My  ho- 
nourable friend,  the  nunn1x*r  for  Hertfordshire,  was  indeed 
90  well  cuDviuced  of  thin  hiiUMflf,  and  m  entirely  perBuade<] 
of  the  universal  corruption  which  reigned  throughout  tlw 
bortHigh,  that,  in  his  hri*>t  bill,  he  proposed  to  difsfraDchise 
the  whole  of  these  c*»rrupt  voters  en  masae,  and  tlirow  open 
the  franchi>e  to  the  county.  He  bos  since,  liowever,  for- 
getful of  his  iin^t  and  justtr  intention,  merely  changed  the 
form  of  clectiuii   in  tlie  l>orough,  and  extemled  it  to  the 
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imudred  of  Ba&setlaw.  [Mr.  N»  Cai»vjbrt— ^"  You  mMtakc. 
J  did  not  bring  in  a  biU  of  tlmt  spcciHc  dtracription.  1 
brought  in  two  bills ;  one  far  the  dtAframcbi semen t  of  tbofe 
who  were  guilty  of  pivjsji  bribery  and  corruption;  the  other 
for  transferring  the  franchist*.'']  Then,  tlie  tenderocts  difi- 
plAyed  in  the  alteration  is  not  ju»tifie,  in  tlie  gcnerul  prin- 
eijile  which  ought  to  govern  iuvh  a  case.  It  is  creating,  or 
rather  &U]K'rijiducing)  embarra}»snient  where  none  praviously 
existed;  for  the  case  originally,  and  indeed  at  present,  is 
eimply  this:-— we  were,  as  the  oonunittee  had  left  the  sub- 
ject ui>onthe  facts,  at  jwrfect  liberty,  more  tlian  parliaintut 
bad  been  on  any  previous  occasion,  to  ditifranchibe  I^t 
Hetford,  and  to  carry  the  franchiiie  so  forfeited  to  any  part 
■of  the  country  we  thought  proper.  The  moment  that,  upon 
just  grounds,  such  a  decision  was  come  to,  1  know  nothing 
in  the  history  of  tlie  constitution,  in  the  precedents  of  our 
former  proccedingti  upon  Uie  Like  grounds,  in  tiie  anak^ 
of  the  decisions  ujhhi  any  cases  appertaining  to  sucb  prin- 
ciples, wliich  attaches  a  preference  in  the  trantiforeiK-e  to 
mere  vicinity  or  proximity,  rather  than  to  any  other  ]>art  of 
the  kingdom.  This  being  the  fact,  whence.  Sir,  the  policy 
of  overlooking  the  claims  of  such  a  town  08  BinuingbwOi 
with  a  population  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tiiousand  wnii^ 
.t^  bring  in  some  local  hundred — with  the  palpable  knoi^- 
iedge  of  Binninghain,  the  great  quarter  of  a  staple  of  the 
country — iron — being  unrepresented  in  Parlianieul;  ill  the 
same  time  knowing,  likewit>e,  Leeds  the  great  ninrt  of  the 
woollen  trade,  to  be  in  the  uune  state,  and  likewise  Shef- 
field, the  depository  of  the  Hardware  traded  Is  thitta 
time,  when  such  a  question  is  raised^  to  decide,  that  Birm- 
ingham shall  not  be  represented  nt  all,  and  that  a  forfeited 
franchise  shall  be  assignal  to  one  of  the  hundreds  which 
was  represented  directly  by  the  county  memlwrs,  aa  well  a> 
indirectly  by  the  borough  members.  So  that  in  the  hun- 
«.h:ed   the  electors  are  to  have  the  exercise  of  the  repne- 
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wotatiTe  fuiicticHft  twice,  &ihI  to  huve  a  twofultl  ciipurity  of 
reluming  members,  while  the  large  towms,  with  the  grtvt 
interests  which  I  have  named,  Arc  to  be  deprived  of  the 
chaocc  of  a  liingle  noniirmtion.  Ought  any  man  in  hi!* 
right  senses  to  hesitato  as  to  tlie  course  which  it  is  proper 
to  adopt  under  such  circumstances  f  If  Bimiingham  ought 
to  be  represented  at  all,  ought  a  question  to  be  raif^itl  upon 
the  altcmacivp,  whether  f;uch  shall  be  the  c&Me,  or  wlirther  a 
hundred  in  the  county,  like  BoMelUw— one  einphaticiinv 
named  m  the  load  to|iograpl»y  as  "  The  Dukert/,'^  altalt 
bmTe  the  chance  of  lieing  directly  represented  c*  It  ia  u 
mAttfr  of  indiflerence  to  nic  in  whom  the  nomination  fthall 
lie,  in  sucii  a  case:  it  is  enough  for  me,  upon  tlie  general 
prtncipie  to  know,  that  the  county  of  Nottlngliam  hxA  now 
«ight  re|>rcftentatiTiHs  and  tliut  Warwickshirt*,  tlie  dep«t]ii- 
tory  of  great  trading  intercHts,  ha^oiily  ttix,  with  a  pt>puln- 
tion  sonmch  denser  and  more  conHicting,  and,  under  every 
circumfitance,  w  very  differently  cmiatitutefl. 

Why,  Sir,  there  has  not  been  for  a  century  mi  good  aii  op- 
portunity of  remedying  a  state  of  things,  ariKing  out  of  the 
altered  conditionof  society.  ItisunDefessary togojntothu 
condition  of  these  Itoroughs  in  Nuttingfi&nishire,  and  t\w 
intcrefts  involved  in  them  ;  nor  <lo  I  mean  to  trench  upon 
the  principle  <*f  virtual  representation.  I  am  not  arguing 
agakiHA  that  principle,  when  I  wrk  for.  the  settlement  of 
the  present  qut'<>tion.  Hut  I  contend,  that  if  great  and  in- 
Auential  interests  have  wleutly  grown  up  in  the  country, 
mixing  private  ftiK-ciilationn  with  Inrge  public  retulta,  tlie 
principle  of  virtual  rejirefleniation  becomes  inapplicable  Ut 
their  inMne<liate  condition  ;  and  that,  when  a  !»aff  op|ior> 
tunity  ariites,  their  direct  claims  ought  t<»  Ik*  attendet)  to. 
When  the  pnwcr  of  selection  i«  preMed  ujjon  Parliament  by 
atty  particular  occurrence,  what  uii<iwer  can  Ix-  given  tothu 
cioims  of  nich  a  town  as  Kirminghann  with  trading  in- 
lereiiLs  largely  mixed  up  in  the  trcneral  commercial  bear- 
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ings  of  the  manufacturps  of  the  counlr>'  ?  When  such  tnea- 
tstirea  as  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the  East-India  Con*- 
pany,  and  that  of  the  Bank  of  England,  are  in  progre^  isl 
it  to  be  Raul,  that  the  people  of  a  town   like   Birmint 
have  no  greater  interest  in  the  result  than  those  who 
in  the  hundred  of  Bassetlaw  ?     Are  tliey,  at  a  time  of  sudi 
general    and    momentous  considerations,  to  be  constigned 
to  a  mere  virtual  representation,  and  refused  the  benefit 
of  a  juHt   and  seasonable  opportunity  of  having  a  direct 
presence  in    the    legislature  P      No   classi   in   factt   moat 
tlirectly  requires  this  aid  than  the  people  of  Binninghara  j  , 
who  are  now  to  be  refused  it,  notwithstanding  the  eminent  I 
advantages  which   the  country  could  not    fail   to  derive  I 
from  the   pursuit  of  a  different  course.     Indeed,  when  l] 
Nurvey  those  weighty  interests,  and  the  incalculable  bene- 
fits that  wouUt  result  from  the  concession  now  called  for, 
I  cannot  help  appealing  to  my  right  honourable  friendf;  on 
the  Treasury  Bench,  and  recalling  to  them    the  apposite 
and  beautiful  quotation  lately  made  by  a  iioble  fricn<l  in 
the  other  House,*  at  the  head  till  the  law,  wtu>  repeated 
it  as  it  waa  used  by   a   great    luminary  of   this   Hoiiaq-' 
— Mr.  Burke — when  describing  the  benign  ciTects  which* 
had  resulted  from  the  adjustuient  uf  the  ill-proportionecl 
representation  of    Wales, — "  From  that  moment,    as  by 
a  charm,  the  tumults  subsided — obedience  was  rcstorvd; 
peace,  order,  and  civilization  followed  in  the  train  of  libertyi 
— when  the  day-star  of  tfie  English  Constitution  had  arise% 
in  their  hearts,  all  was  harmony  within  and  without.^     Bvt  i 
pursuing  the   jwlicy  of  the   act  of  Henry   VIll.  in  the; 
present  ease,  the  same  happy  consequences  would  follow — 
the  same  guarantee  would  be  obtained  for  the  loyalty  of  a 
patient  and  enduring  f)eople.     These  great  advantages  arc 
now  within  your  reach.     Never  before  have  you  had  an- 
equal   opfwrtunitv  of  effecting  so  desirable  an  object,  90- ' 
readily,  and  so  quietly.  i 
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rty  honfMinihIo  friend,  tho  member  for  HertfortUhife, 
ided  to  tlie  Uirougha  in  ttif  west  of  Knghmd,  and   r«. 
marked  how  wpll  they  worked.  '  L']Kia  this  point,   1    will 
offer  nothing  more  than  tliat  I   know  enough  of  these  mat- 
ters to  wish  tJi  Avoid  discussing;  tlieui  in  detail.     After  aU, 
Sir,   the  c|ue4tion  i)>— iiUM,  in  thu  particular  in«tance  Lieforr 
^9y    that  de^i;  of   forfeiture  liecu    iiicurivd  by  bribery^ 
which  Jiihtifiet*  the  total  diKfranchi«iiient  of  the  lM>niugh  r 
It  IK  not  neeesHir^',  iu  the  fultilnient  of  tJie  priueipli*  whidi 
gnvems  these  IraneiactioQs  that  each  iodividua]  nhttU,  in 
the  puTfuiit  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  private  int^Test, 
have  violatetl  hi»  public  trust ; — it  itt  enouj^h  to  i^ow«  that 
the  general  corruption  is  ko  notorioua  in  tlit*  btxly  exer- 
eiAing  tlte  franchise,  that  tliey  do  not  deserve  to  be  invested 
with  public  rights.    Their  franchise  becomes,  in  such  a  cnaei 
vitiated.     In  fact,  there  ia  no  other  way  of  dealing  with 
the  principle.     We  must  act  upon  the  general  condition  of 
the  pliiCf.  .1) 

I  know,  Sir,  that  in  enforcing  thetie  opiniouH  I  am  ex- 
posing mywlf  to  the  rcjietition  of  the  imputation  of  Ikaving 
been  of  late  governed  very  nmch  by  revolutionary   theories. 
T    have  been  charged   by  some,  whose  esteem  and  good- 
will I  greatly  value,  as  having,  in  matters  of  commerce^ 
as   well  aft  in  those  of  the  gcnt-ral  poliiy  of  die  country, 
been  too  pmne   to  alterations,  and  as  Iving  the   author, 
in  sf«nc  instances,  and  the  promoter  in  others,  of  inuovit- 
tionH  of  a  ratth  and  dangerous  nature.     I  deny  tlte  charge. 
I    dare    the  authors  of  it  to  the  proof     I  am  ready    to 
join    iiwue    with    them,  whenever    it  is  brought    forward 
in  a   substantive,    tangible,    and    intelligible   »hufH-.     For 
the   prVAtmt,  1  will  contetit  myself   with  reuiinding   tliose 
gentlemen,  when  they  talk  of  the  dangers  of  innovation, 
that  they  ought    to  remember,  with  Lord   Uauju,  **  tiiat 
Time  haii  been  and  is  the  great  Innovalor."     li|xin  tlml 
Innovator,  I  have  felt  it   my  duty  cautiouhly  to  wait,  at 
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A  b«?oini»^  distance,  and  with  projwr  circunispecticm  ;  l)ut 
not  arrogantly  ami  presumptuously  to  go  before  hini>  And 
endeavour  to  outstrip  his  course.  Time  has  raised  these 
great  interests ;  and  it  it*  the  Imsinew  of  a  statet^mun  to 
move  onward.t  with  the  new  combinatimts  which  hawtf^ 
grown  armind  him.  '  ••■ 

Thi&,  Sir,  is  the  principle  by  which  my  feetin^  have 
been  constantly  re^tilatetl  during  a  long  public  life,  and  by 
which  1  shall  continue  to  l>e  govemu<l,  so  long  as  1  take 
any  part  in  the  ])ublie  nftuirs  of  this  oountrv.  It  19  well 
said,  by  the  mo»t  poetical  genius,  fwrhaps,  of  our  i6wb' 
tinu!* — 

'*  A  lliouMitiil  years  acuxiiv  ^L>rve  ta  furm  a  st«(c, 
'*  All  lioiir  iiitiv  Irtv  it  in  the  dUst" — 

ThiK  irt  the  feeling  which  has  regulated — which  will  eon^ 
tinue  to  regulate — iny  conduct.  It  was  by  a  reference 
to  it,  that  I  governed  myself  in  the  great  measure] 
which  has  recently  occupied  the  attention  o(  ParLiament; 
verily  believing  that  if,  in  an  evil  hour,  the  Govennueot 
had  rcEiolvefl  u|x)n  a  permanent,  uncinnpronusing  syMeottl 
of  resistance  to  the  Catholic  claims,  they  would  have  gone 
far  to  illustrate  in  this  country  tlie  la&t  words  of  tJie  quo- 
tation— "  An  hour  may  lay  it  in  the  dust." 

I  claim  therefore  for  niy.seif,  that  I  have  never  been  one 
of  those  who  think  that,  in  order  to  warrant  any  cluing  itj 
the  established  policy  of  the  state,  it  is  sufHcient  to  showi 
that  the  change  is  in  accordance  with  natural  rights, 
founded  ujion  some  general  principle,  the  a.batracl  truth  of 
which  cannot  be  iienied.  At  the  same  tune>  I  do  not 
mean  to  deny,  timt  wiien  we  come  to  that  which  is  the 
practical  duty  of  statesmen, — to  weigh  the  advantage*  and 
■  disad vantages  of  one  course  of  proceeding  against  aDothcr^ 
and  to  make  oirr  choice  between  them, — it  will  generally  he 
found,  that  the  l>alance  will  incline  on  the  side  of  justicf  J 
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and  of  sound  princi]>te.  Jitit  I  ^  no  further.  I  am  iin 
advocate  for  changes  u(K)n  nirrc  abstract  Cheorv.  I  know 
not,  indeed^  which  is  the  greatekL  folly — that  of  rdUstiDj^  all 
improremcnt,  Ikt.-iusc  iniprovenK'nt  iinplicfl  inninntiun— ~ 
or  that  of  referring  every  thing  to  first  prindplcs,  and  to 
abftraet  doctrines.  The  lniKines.i  of  the  practical  ntau  is 
to  nuke  himself  acqtuunted  witli  fuct.s — to  watch  cventa — 
to  understand  the  actual  situation  of  affairs,  and  the  cuurm- 
-of  time  uod  circumstanecfl,  as  brahng  u|>oti  the  {ircstmt 
^atate  of  his  own  country  and  the  world. 

Tbeec  are  the  ground*,  by  o  reference  to  which  hi*  reaMn 
and  judgment  must  Iw  formed — uccording  to  which,  with- 
out losing  siglu  of  first  principles  he  must  know    how  to 
apply  thcin,  and  to  tcin|vr  their  inflexibility.     This  is  the 
task  of  practical  legislation.  \Vc  cjwnot  frame  new  laws,  or 
change  those  under  which  we  have  hitherto  lived,  without  a 
refenmcc  U*  thr  ntuatiiHi  of  the  country,  and  to  all  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  wr  arr  placed.  Uut  neither,  a«  amne  ap* 
•  ptar  to  imagine^  can  we  stand  still,  v,  hilt^t  those  circuiti^tanoes 
'wv  changing,  and  every  thing  around  uh  in  in  molim). 
*"    Now,  Sir,  the  surest  way  to  prevent  raAii  and  dangerous 
^fnno^'ation  is  to  ntop  tJiat  course  of  Tocillabun,  which  tetn- 
pUf ifting  and   imompU'te  meaMires  are  sure  to  create.     In 
erery  thing  which   I   have  said,   1   beg  the  Mouse  to  Ijtur 
*ixi  mind,  that  I  am  not  pressing  for  the  adojuion  of  any 
'^'theory,  unkno^Ti  to  the  constituti^jn  ;  Ijiit,  on  the  contrary, 
•enforcing  the  practical  nppliratiun  of  a  very  old  principle, 
**'Bnd  endeavouring  to  bhow   how  completely  it  i*  in  unison 
^iHth  it,  that  uieiuiH  sliould  be  taken,  safely  and   without 
'"forcing  tbe<Kcasiun,  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  tJiose  great 
'"tbwns,  which  have  grown  up  under  iKvuliju"  circumstances, 
'*^i\   which  call   for  a  courts  of  treatment,  more  cockaistent 
with  their  exigencies,  than  tlie  one  now  provi<led  for  them. 

Thi'  IlotiAe  iltviMfd.    For  lUo  molinn,  III ;  Bitfiinst  it  19/.  Majority 
ii|[aiD>t  briiiglni;  in  the  bill,  H6.  Mr.lluiikiinon  votH  wiihtliotniiiAniv. 
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Mr.  VillicrR  Stuart  nuived,  "  tluit  thu  House  is  of  opinion  th^t  it 
will  be  expedient  to  take  into  carlv  coniiidcration,  In  tlie  next  ««9»ion 
of  ^nrlluncntf  iho  condition  nf  t!ip  Poor  of  Trpland,  with  a  view  to" 
consider  the  propriMy  of  intmdacincT  *  •yMem  of  Poor  Liura  into 
Ireland,  subject  to  KUtrii  moil iiteat ions  lu  PiuUiuneiit  iuhv  de^m  ii{»-. 
plicuble  tu  the  peculiar  circumstancrs  of  (hat  cuuuLry."   Lpuu  whii:h,;1 
Lord  Francis  Levison  Gower  moved,  and   Mr.  i?ccrcurv  Peel  «ap-  I 
ported  thf  previous  question ;  not  meaning  thereby  to  express  asr 
hostility  to  the  motion^  nor  intending  to  pledge  the  govenuiient  upon 
it,  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  HusKissoK  said,  he  should  also  vote  forthepre^ 
question,  l)ecause  he  agreed  with  his  right  honourable 
friend,  that  it  would  \^e  most  inexpedient  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  pledge  itseU*  to  any  course  on  this  subject ;  since  it 
might  create  unfounded  expects tion«s  both  in  the  minds  of 
the  landlords  and  of  the  poor.  TTntil  tlie  details  of  a  plan 
hod  been  prepared,  after  a  full  consideration  of  all  the 
difficulties,  he  thought  it  would  be  premature  for  the 
Government  to  make  any  pledge  whatever.  And  even 
when  those  difficulties  hud  l>een  fully  considereil,  he  sliould 
say  of  this  OR  of  the  Catholic  (question,  that  it  could  not  be 
better  left  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 

The  evils  of  the  present  state  of  Ireland,  as  they  affected 
England,  were  greater  than  they  had  been  represented  to  be. 
Not  only  did  the  influx  of  Irish  labourers  dimini&li  ihe 
price  of  laboiur  in  this  country,  but  the  children  of  Irish 
parents,  by  their  birth  in  this  country,  acquired  a  setlle- 

.  ment,  and    thus  added   to  the   burden  of  the  poor-rates. 

[■Not  only  the  west  and  north-west,  but  every  other  port  of 

kthe  country,  was  affected  more  or  less  by  these  evils,  and 
the  true  remedy  for  thenj  would  not  be  found  merelv  in  the 

[iDtroduclion  of  [)oor4aus  into  Ireland,  hut  in  ihc  tntruduc- 
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tioQ  of  that  feeling  of  security  which  would  invite  and  retain 
the  eniploynient  of  English  capital  in  that  country.  It  was 
that  feeling  of  security  which  had  occaxioned  tlie  greatness 
and  wealth  of  this  country,  and  which  alune  could  pnxluce 
.similar  effects  in  Irt-'land.  Parliament  nhould  wuU  digest 
ifunie  plan,  auil  pre|mre  all  the  detaiLs  liefore  they  pledged 
themselves  to  any  principle.  If  they  Degleetcd  this  too 
long«  all  the  hopefl  winch  had  been  entertained  a^  to  the 
Iwncfits  to  bo  expected  from  the  settlement  of  the  C'atholic 
i|uestion  would  be  di5ap[K>inted. 


The  motion  was  withdrawn. 


INDIA  COMPANY'S  CHARTER— CHINA  TRADK- 
PETITION  FROM  LIVERPOOL. 

May\2. 
n  pumiBne*  of  the  nniice  he  bad  ^iv^n, 

Mr.  Hdseisson  rose  and  said  : — • 

Although,  from  a  consideration  of  the  paramount  im- 
jwrtance  of  the  subject,  and  from  courtesy  to  those  honour- 
able meml>ers  of  this  House  who  are  directly  connected 
with  the  interests  to  which  the  petition  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand  refers,  1  thought  it  right  to  give  notice  yesterday  of 
my  intention  to  present  it,  yet  I  can  assure  the  House  that 
I  am  not  now  alxmt  to  provoke  a  discussion  upon  the  (|ues- 
tion ;  tlie  more  regular  consideration  of  which  will  come 
on  upon  the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend,  the  member 
for  Bridgunorth,  on  Thurstlay. 

At  the  same  tinic,  Sir,  I  feel  that  I  should  not  be  doing 
justice  to  those  of  ray  constituents,  who  have  placed  this 
petition  in  my  hand,  if  1  did  not  shortly  state  the  sub- 
stance of  it,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  they  approach 
the  House.  There  arc  many  honourable  members  who 
*  From  5tr.  Huskiason't  M$.  noVe*. 
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must  nict>lt«ct  the  enquiry  which  preceded  the  Ifwt  imeval 
of  thL>   East-Itidia  ('barter,  in  IHVS.     The)'  will  recoUectl 
that,  upon  that  occoaioo,  the  mauufai'turinjgi:  anU  couuneVf^j 
cial  intcrctitK  of  this  country  applied  for  a  relaxation  of  xhe- 
exclutiivc  privik^es  of  trade  wliich   the  Ka-tt'India  Con^jj 
pany  then  enjoyed  to  all  the  Britifih  territories  in   India^.! 
■and  generally  to  all  other  countries  and  seas  within  eertain:i  < 
latitudes  to  the  eut>tward  of  the  Cape.  aJ 

An  enquiry,  Sir,  was  gone  into,  and  tlie  result,  I  thinks  I 
may  briefly  be  htated  to  have  beeo  Ui  this  efTtfct^^Tkst 
persons  of  the  greatest  intelligence,  observation  and  dis^n 
cemment,  who  had  t^pent  the  greateiit  part  of  thuir  Ih'eif  in 
India,  and  in  the  service  of  tJie  Company — (and  there  is  no 
public  service  which  hati  produced  a  greatea*  profKirtioo  of* 
able  and  distinguished  men) — it  is  sufficient  for  tl»e  present  lj 
to  name  among  the  mimbcr  the  late  Mr.   Charles  Grant  > 
and  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Alunro — gave  it  a»  their  decided 
opinion,  that  tlie  relaxation  prayed  fur  by  the  uiercliantB 
would  lie  attended   with  no  increase  of  conunercial  inter-  l, 
course  between  this  country  and  Asia.     They  stated,  iliat 
the  wants  of  the  natives  were  so  simple  and  so  few,  iheir 
domestic  habits  and  pursuits  so  uniform  and  unvarYiD^»«ii 
their  indindual  and  socia)  existence  m)  regulated  and  coki-j 
structed  by  tijcir  religious  feelings,  and  the  productions  of  i* 
their  own  country  so  ample  to  satisfy  all  their  wants,  that 
any  attempt  to  introduce  the  manufactures  and  productioDfti: 
of  Europe  among  them  would  be  unavailing,  and  tliut  t])o!ie>'-1 
who  were  anxious  to  make  the  attempt  were  only  courting 
their  own  loss  and  disappointment. 

It  was  further  stated,  that  all  experience  accorded  with 
this  view  of  the  subject.     The  Company  had  existed  for 
more  than  two  centuries.     It  had  all  the  advantages  which 
private  traders  could  not  expect,  of  local  knowledge^  able  i 
agents,    ami    political   authority;    and   yet  it  had    nevern 
been ,  fiULX't.'vjful    in   introducing  British   gootls   into   ifae 
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cMimmption  of  IndiB.  The  history  of  tl»e  trade  Ijetwccn 
Kuropoand  thf  Eaut-Indies  from  all  4^hcr  coimtrics,  and  at 
all  tnnfft,  ftc««ie<l  to  cMmfirin  thn  \i«w  of  the  Btibject.  It 
WW  R  trude  of  which  tho  course  had  been  unifonn — FAir»»pc 
had  hetn  ftnpplied  with  certain  productions  and  mana-' 
faclures  of  the  eaxt,  and  for  want  of  other  inodt^^  of  fny-' 
roent  had  iinifomdy  paid  in  rptiinii  not  with  other  gwids 
and  monufactun^s,  hut  with  ^ild  and  silver.  Thiti  had 
been  the  uniform  AtrMin  of  conimercr,  from  the  balmy 
clave  of  Venice  and  HollantI:  and  Mloh  it  Mould  continue 
in  all  future  tiyno.  i 

Well,  Sir,  duch  wa*  the  cane  Hgaiiixt  opcming  the  tradt." 
The  Britifih  merchanls  conlH  not  Init  recognize  the  grcwi^ 
wtijjht  of  thelidnp^authfiritie^thftt  were  opposed  tothrm-^1 
the  yet  gnpater  weight  of  all  historial  authority.     But  stm* 
they  *1k!  iH»t  4h'«jmir.     They  wid  to  Pjirlinnient — "  Allow  ' 
us  tomake  the  exfierinient.     Let  us,  at  our  own  HkIc  and 
csaft,  »t  what  can  be  done  by   the   most   mventive  and 
ittgcftWins  the  most  indutttrioiis,  the  most  active  and  enter-* 
prniftp  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  o\'ercome  th^"'' 
ohstocle^i  which  apathy,  and  prejudice,  an<l  the  inveterate 
habaA  of  «o  mnny  oenturies,  m«y  oppose  to  the  intrtxluctiotf*^ 
BMtd  use  of  the  oonvenfence^t  and  comforts  which  it  \s  m  thi 
pow»r  of  eoninierve  to  afford  to  the  population  of  India.*"' 
Pariiamtmt,  in  some  degree,  granted  their  pmyer.     The 
CiwIp,  Md>)ect  howeTer  to  many  imjx'diinent.s  regulations'^* 
and' ▼exatiou§  refttrictions,  was  partially  ojwncfl,  from  the"" 
monch  of  April  1K14.      It  ha*  consequently  been  open  noW  ' 
for  fifteen  yeans — a  Kpace,  let  wie  observe,   which.  In  the 
PxfAtence  of  an  indiriduat,  scaroely  eompfetes  the  period  of 
infaiftcy ;  btit   which,  for  the  promotion,  the  growth,  tl»c 
dsttlapement   of  »    commeretnl   iutcrcoiirse    between    two 
great  di^HflionK  of  the  world,  <^n  warcoly  be  conridered  bb  ' 
more  than  the  first  hour  of  its*  birth. 

Now,  Sir,  how  has  thiH  rommerce  succeeded,  fronv  Vft\4i 
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up  to  182R  ?  In  1813,  thf  wlioic  amount  of  exportB,  to  ihe 
countries  i-ast  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Ilope,  uuiounCcd  to 
sometliing  more  than  1,600,000/.  Last  year,  thcjarooiwtrd 
to  5,800,000/.,  which  was  etjuul  to  one-<ugtith  of  the  whole 
of  the  exports  of  this  c*mntr>'  to  all  |Tarts  of  the  worW. 
The  exfierinient  has  betn  beneficial  al?o  to  the  Mhippinf^ 
interests  of  the  country-  In  181S,  there  were  employed 
in  the  trade  with  India  i28,000  tons  of  Uritish  shipping. 
In  1828,  no  less  than  10i),000  tons  were  employed.  1  think, 
therefore,  that  the  views  of  our  nierchonta  and  manu£ac* 
turers  have  been  completely  realized. 

I  have  stated.  Sir,  that  I>efore  this  period,  the  returns 
from  Kngland  were  habituidly  made  in  tlic  precious  inetaLs, 
and  that  the  commerce  with  India  must  therefore  have 
necessarily  been  confined,  on  account  of  the  small  amount 
of  the  returns  we  were  able  to  mtdie.  This  experiment, 
however,  has  eflectetl  u  total  change.  The  commerce  is 
not  now  limited  by  the  Rinall  returns  we  oould  make,  those 
returns  Iwing  almost  entirely  in  the  precious  metals ;  but 
the  diHiculty  now  i&  to  tind  returns  from  India  to  Kuropr. 
A  very  material  consideration,  therefore,  in  the  view  o( 
thia  question,  now  is — how  far  the  trade  will  not  be  rfr. 
strained  by  the  diJriculty  of  procuring  returns  from  India. 

Tlie  ]Ktitioners  likewise  state,  that  this  extension  of 
conmierce  has  aH'ected  not  merely  our  manufactures,  but 
bos  included  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  kingdom*  and  that 
there  hove  Ix'en  large  exjwrts  of  in>n,  copjier,  and  of  other 
articles  of  a  similar  kind.  The  |MJtitionurs,  howe>erj  com^ 
plain  of  want  of  returns,  and  state,  that  indigo  affords  the 
best  The  petitioners  request  the  special  attention  of  the 
House  to  that  part  of  the  trade  witli  the  east  which  is  car- 
ried on  with  China.  It  is  obvious,  that  whatever  political 
reasons  may  bear  upon  the  intercourse  between  this  country 
and  our  fMnsessionK  in  India,  tJiere  are  no  Auch  special  con* 
aiderations  with  respect   to  our  intercourse  with   China- 


1829.] 


PETITION    TROM    LIVEHPOOU 


MS 


Jttxcept  for  political  ruuons,  China  ought  nut  to  be  ex-" 
oladed  from  intercourse  «'ith  this  c»uxitr>'.  Tht*  u>iiuiicroe 
of  China,  howe\'er,  is  exclu»ively  monopolized  bv  the  Eust- 
liidia  Curapany  ;  and  if  that  monopoly  U  to  be  retuined,  it 
nnut  be,  not  on  political  ccmsiderationN,  but  for  wme  other 
resBons.      The  |K-titionerT)   cuui plain, —«nd   I    think    with 

Ircttson, — tliat*  in  1813^  when  the  House  ^n^atJy  relaxed  (he 
re»trictitsi8  on  the  trade  witli  India,  it  ttxtk  theopfiortunity*, 
whether  intentionally  or  inadvert^^ntly* — tic  thouj;ht  inad- 
X  ■hllUK, — of  drawing  tighter  the  Cum|iuiiy's  monupoty  uf 
the  trade  with  China.  This  part  d  the  subjeet  the  peti- 
tioners wish  particularly  to  be  brouglit  before  the  House, 
tisinkiog  that  a  remedy  may  be  applied  tn  it  licforc  the 
K  expiration  of  the  C.x3ni])auy'8  Charter. 
I  .J-Tomake  thin  ]>art  of  the  subject  intelligible,  I  must 
rtate«  tbat  all  the  charters  granted  by  the  Cronn  prior  to 
tlint  of  King  Williiun,  contain  a  cloutic,  that   if  the  trade 

ISO  imino(ioli7.ed  should  be  found  dituulvantageuus  to  tlie 
Grown,  the  ctiarter  may  be  terminated  u\Kni  two  years'  no- 
tice. Afterwards,  wrhen  the  C'harter  was  granted  by  Par- 
lijuntmt,  it  won  grante<l  for  periods  of  twenty  ur  twentv-one 
■  years,  but  tliere  was  idwayH  some  regard  jiaid  to  the  liritish 
consumer,  and  to  the  people  of  this  country,  e8]»eciallv  in 
the  article  of  tea.  Hy  n  reference  to  the  act  of  1745,  the 
Uouflc  will  see  what  checks  and  securities  had  been  ]>r(v 
vidcd  by  the  Icgidature.  That  act,  in  order  that  the  quan- 
tity of  tea  might  always  be  ttidlicient  for  the  consumjition 
of  Great  Hritain,  and  to  keep  the  price  of  that  article  on 
an  etjuality  with  the  price  of  it  in  neighbouring  countries, 
made  a  provision  that,  in  case  of  such  inequality  in  price 
being  manifest  and  coimidrnihlc,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
should  be  at  liberty  to  grant  a  license  to  any  utlier  persons, 
whom  tiiey  might  think  proper,  to  import  tea  from  the 
continent  of  Europe,  for  the  purjwse  of  producing  an  ap- 
pnutimatiun  of  the  prices.     Thus,  then,  there  was  a  power 
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of  keeping  down  the  price  of  tea;  and  thh  provision  lasted 
until  181^,  uhcii  it  was  enacted,  that  no  pcrsonB  other  than 
the  Eaat-India  Company,  or  persona  ha^in^  the  licence  of 
the  Company,  should  be  allowed  to  import  tea  from  any 
place  to  the  Unitctl  Kinf^dom.  The  result  of  this  has  been 
a  considerable  change  in  the  price  of  tea  in  this  country. 
Tea,  on  the  Continent,  sells  for  little  more  than  half  the 
price  it  fetches  here ;  and  when  the  I^rd«  of  the  Tre«jmry 
were  called  upon  to  j^ant  a  license  to  others  to  import  tea 
from  the  Continent,  they  found  that  the  power  waa  Ukm 
away  from  them,  and  that  the  monopoly  was  excluaivcly  in 
the  Company. 

In  anotlier  part  of  the  petition  there  is,  with  respect  to 
the  trade  with  China,  a  ^-ery  singiitar  complaint.  It  alate^ 
ll»at  all  foreign  ships,  and  all  subjects  of  foreipn  countries 
are  allowed  to  carry  on  trade  with  China  with  the  produN 
tions  of  this  country,  and  fn>m  the  porln  of  this  country, 
and  to  go  from  China,  with  their  return  cargoes,  tn  any 
part  of  the  world  biit  Great  Britain.  Now,  the  merehanti 
and  the  shiiMjwners  of  this  tTOuntry  think  it  extremely  hard, 
that  they  alone  shall  be  excluded  from  a  trade  in  which 
the  Company  do  not  participate,  and  by  their  admissioo  to 
which  the  Company  conBcquently  cannot  be  iu  the  IcMt 
degree  injured.  I  am  told  that,  in  the  last  year,  eleven 
ships  of  the  United  States  came  into  the  Thames,  wen- 
loaded  with  goods  of  this  country,  and  carried  them  to 
China ;  where,  having  foond  a  very  profitable  market,  the)' 
went  with  their  return  cargoes  to  any  part  of  the  world 
they  pleased ;  except,  of  course,  this  country.  Now,  Sir, 
it  is  rather  humiliating  to  our  pride,  that  EngUhh  ships 
should  be  excluded  from  this  trade ;  not  bccAUse  their  ex- 
clusion is  a  Ijenefit  to  the  Company,  but  merely  became 
they  happen  to  be  English  ships,  and  to  be  navigated  by 
English  subjects.  In  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Trade 
some  years  ago,  ihi»  subject  was  adverted  to,  and  ic  was 
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Admitted,  thflt  no  prejudicft^  could  result  to  the  ttrictetft 
mooopoly  of  tb«  C'oiupoiiy  froiu  Allowing  British  8hi]jphig 
Bavi^t«d  by  British  scaiucn,  tu  cnj^a^  in  thin  tnuie  with 
Chirm. 

On  all  th«G  points,  Sir,  the  petitioners  claim  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houde;  and  I  think  I  have  Rtated  enough, 
more  than  enough,  to  prove  the  sucueM*  of  the  partial  ex- 
periment of  1814— enough,  mort  \}iai\  enough,  ti^  imluoe 
the  IluUM.'  to  receive  favuurublv  the  prayer  of  thi!>  petitiou. 
Sir,  let  IOC  ask  them  to  sliew,  thi«  favour,  on  another  and  a 

■  higher  ground  thao  tl)at  of  tlie  commexvial  and  nwnufac- 
tuiing interests.  I  mean,  Sir,  the  moral  inipro\einent,  the 
iaoveased  comfort,  thcadvauoing  civilization,  of  the  niillions 
oonmitted  to  our  care  aiul  superintendanco  in  the  l'ensrW« 
sula  of  India.  Let  ua  recollect.  Sir,  that  it  is  by  conferring 
these  benefits  that  we  may  atone  for,  if  we  cannot  jtwtify, 
our  extensive  conqucjtts  in  that  jMirt  nf  the  world-     Let  us 

I  recollect  that  we  cannot  stimulate  their  industry  without  at 
the  aauie  time  ntuhiplying  their  ineans  of  enjoyment^  and 
enlarging  tJieir  sphere  of  happineiu  and  moral  worth.  X^t 
, us  recollect  that  it  is  by  thew  meanfi  that  you  may  hope  to 

I  rpconcile  the  feelings  of  a  people  to  a  foreign  yoke,  and  to 
p«e9erve,  in  a  manner  Iwneficial    tn  Iwth,  the  connexion 

»  which  iww  exists  l>etwcci»  the  countriesi.  These,  Sir,  arc  the 
conjiideratioQs  upon  which  I  reeonnuend  this  |>etitiun  to  the 
attention  of  the  HQuse^,  and  I  beg  to  add,  that  my  con- 
BtitoentK  are  unanimous  in  their  feeliogft  on  this  subject. 

'J'Ik'  petilioti  wm  onWrcd  to  ht  UM  on  Xht  taM«,  »nd  lif  printwl. 
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Ttm  UHITMORE'S  MOTION  FOB  A  gELBCT  COMMltTtt 
UN  THE  STATE  OF  THE  EAST-JNIMA  AND  CHriW 
TRADE.  il 

;  May  W. 

.  Mr.  WlitUuore  baving  moved,  "  7'hat  a  Select  Cuminittce  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  lh«  state  uf  the  Trade  bctveen  C^r^t  Britain, 
the  East-IndiPH  nnd  China,"  it  was  opjiosf  il  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kxehetjuer,  who,  nerertbelcss,  expre!>>fled  hi?  readiness  t»  i-nter  upofa 
the  inquiry  at  on  early  period  of  the  next  seasfan.    AfXffr  wtWcb,'  "^^ 

Mr.  HusKissox  rose.     He  assured  the  House,  that  after 
the  excellent  sptvches  which  it  hud  just  heard,  he  should  not 
trespass  long  upon  its  attention.     He  agreed  with  his  right 
honourable  friend  the  Chancellor  of"  the  Exchequer,  that 
this  wns  u  question  not  only  of  the  hight-st  InijMirtanc^  to 
the  i-oninicrce  and  manufactures  of  this  country,  but  also 
a  question  involving  interest  far  higher  than  those  o(  iut*re 
commerce  and  manufactures.  It  was  a  question  of  difficulty 
in  many  considerations,  also,  under  the  notice  uhich  the 
law  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  give  to  the  East-India  C'o^^ 
pany<     It  was  a  question  ol^o,  the  decision  of  Partiameat 
upon  which  woidd  involve  the  happiness,  the  tranquillity^ 
the  morid  and  the  physical  situation  of  the  millions  of  sulv 
jects  who  in  that  country  looked  up  to  us  for  j^rotectkxi. 
All    these  considerations   rendered  it   necessary'  that  m 
House  shouhl  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  with  a  fulj 
consideration  of  the  awful  responsibility  which  would  re^ 
upon  it,  for  every  decision  which   it  might  make  upon  thr 
different  Ijearinga  of  this  great  question. 

He  felt  thankful  to  his  right  honourable  friend  for  the 
assturancc  whicb  he  had  given  to  the  House,  timt  this  in- 
quiry should  be  gone  into  fully,  fairly,  and  deliberately,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  next  session.  He  also  felt  thankful, 
that  there  would  emanate  from  that  quarter,  fnim  which  it 
was  always  fitting  that  such  infonnation  should  emanate,  o 
valuable  mass  of  documentary  information  to  guide  their 
inquiries.     At  the  ftame  lime  he  nmst  saVj  that  iKitwitli- 
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a|(pDdui^  the  Speech  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  h«  ixnild 
:bDt  fk.'e  that  then-  was  any  reotion  which  should  prevent  ua 
fponi  entering  into  inquiry  at  the  present  moment-  If  we 
were  to  appoint  a  Committee  now,  thew  advantages  would 
arine  from  it :  Hrst  of  all,  Uic  inenil>ers  of  the  Committee 
would  be  forced  to  know  how  serious,  extensive*  and  im. 
portant  was  the  duly  imposed  upon  thetii.  They  would 
have  all  the  advantage  of  the  recesa  to  direct  their  studicfl, 
so  as  to  enolile  them,  if  the  Committee  were  renewed  in  the 
next  sestiion,  to  discharge  in  a  more  efficient  manner  the  duty 
devolved  upon  them  by  the  House.  It  had  been  statetl,  that 
amonrj  the  <|ue»tions  which  titatduty  would  call  U|)on  tJiem 
to  deci<le,  were  those  connectc*!  wilh  the  happiness  of  India, 
aad  with  the  security  of  our  [JosKesHions  in  that  quarter  of 
tlie  glolje — (piestions  of  settlement,  questions  of  commercial 
policy,  tpiestions  of  (■i\il  jxMicy,  in  all  the  different  Wows 
in  which  the  Adminititration  of  a  great  empire  cotdd  be 
considered.  Considcrntions  like  these  inqKratively  called 
upon  Parliament  to  look  into  this  subject ;  and,  therefore, 
if  they  wert-  to  Iwgin  their  inquiry  into  it  at  this  early 
period,  even  admitting  that  they  were  not  bound  to  come 
to  a  decision  before  the  close  of  four  years,  they  would  not 
be  able  to  conclude  it  if  they  conducted  it  projHTly  in  the 
course  of  the  next  session.  It  was  an  inquiry  more  com- 
plicated, more  various,  more  extensive,  than  any  into  which 
the  Houw.'  hud  ever  yet  emlttrked.  He  was  sure  that  there 
would  be  no  dissatisfaction  in  the  country  if  the  Committee 
were  now  to  sit  for  u  month — if  it  were  then  to  rejwrt,  that 
it  had  mmmenccd  its  inquiries,  that  it  had  sent  (queries  on 
important  points  out  to  the  KaM,  and  that  it  hml  called  for  a 
nkai^s  of  docinucntary  evidence,  which  could  only  be  procured 
from  a  distance,  and  if  it  were  then  to  recommend  to  the 
Hou^e  to  consent  toitslving  rcvive<l  in  the  next  session. 

Whilst,  however,  he  slated   that  the  a|>|K)inlmcnl  <if  a 
Committee   this  sission  would    U*  prndnctivi*  nf  such  od- 
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Tsntages,  and  not  only  of  such  advantages,  btit  of  this  fur- 
ther advantage,  that  it  would  be  an  intimation  to  aU  partiifs 
who  feel  an  interest  in  this  question,  ok  it  afiected  Iwlli  the 
commercial  prosixrity  of  this  ci>untrv  and  the  well-bcin^of 
India,  that  Parliament  had  determined  to  direct  its  atten- 
tion to  it,  and  a  formal  in%'itatiini  to  theiu,  if  they  had  any 
information  to  give,  to  come  forward  and  give  it,- — he  was 
not  inclined  to  under%alue  the  importance  of  beginning  the 
inquiry  in  the  ensuing  session  of  rarliaiuoit-  He  shouUI 
be  aatisBed,  if,  on  an  inquiry  of  such  iniportuuce,  the  sub- 
ject should  Ik?  brought  forward  by  those  who  were  respon- 
i»iblefor  the  administration  of  Kngland  and  of  India^he 
meant  by  members  of  the  Government — under  the  direction 
«>f  the  ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  in  conformity  with  tbt 
course  which  they  recommended  as  the  most  efficient.  For 
tliese  reasons,  he  would  not  enter  miMre  at  ])re»ent  into 
this  extentuve  question,  especially  a&  he  knew  that  it  must 
be  discus*4ed  hereafter. 

Thinking,  also,  that  all  questions  relating  to  tlw  futu 
politii-al  administration  of  India  should  l»c  carefuHv  dH 
tinguished  from  those  questions  which  were  mixed  up  with 
the  commercial  pursuits  of  the  Kast-India  Cuin]>anv,  know- 
ing tliat  all  tlie  interests  of  tlie  country  were  involved  in 
diiticuhy,  and  must  lx>  well  weighed  before  tlie  House 
cuuld  decide  that  no  settlement,  or  no  colonization  slwuld 
take  place  in  India,  fand,  on  that  p)int  he  wmdd  say  thai 
tliere  must  be  some  cliange,  if  we  did  not  wish  to  h  »>c  I  lulia,) 
— looking  at  the  character,  tlie  habits,  and  tlie  firejudiccs 
of  the  natives  of  that  vast  continent,  he  woukl  mow  coutenl 
himself  with  saying,  that  we  could  ntrt  apply  to  it  the  ocdi- 
nary  principles  of  colonization,  iior  deal  with  it  as  with  a 
country  which  we  occupied  for  the  first  time.  Matters  likr 
these  must  gu  through  a  C'onnnittee ;  and  he  would  e\'eti 
add,  that  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  u|»on  thenj  ifluxt 
iH>t  be  couMdercd  as  binding  ujjon  Parliament. 
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For  his  own  paii,  he  would  confess,  that  bo  far  as  his  in- 
quiries and  reflections  liati  gone,  he  ctmld  not  see  the  possi- 
Wlity  of  reconciling,  to  the  dejfree  which  he  could  wish,  ilie 
oommorcial   interest*  of  England  with   the  administration 
of  the  political  alfairR  of  India  by  a  Company  of  merchants, 
who  were  enga^jfcd  in  the  commerce  of  the  country,  over 
which  they  exercised  sovereign  rule.     He  thought  that  the 
principlesof  commerce,  OS  they  affected  private  individuala, 
must  lie  interfered  with  and  destroyed,  if  private  indi\'idual8 
were  obHgvd  to  compete  with  rivals,  enjoying  the  power  of 
ttovereignty,  and  posscwing  twenty-6ve  millions  of  revenue 
from   their  commercial  and   territorial   ac<{uiHitions.     How 
they  were  to  relieve  tht-mselves  from  this  difficulty  he  couki 
not  tell.     All  tluit  he  could  say  at  present  was  this,  that  it 
did   appear   to   him,  the   more   they  &oparnte<)   the  com- 
merce of  India  from  its  sovereignty,  the  better  would  it  be 
for  the  interests  of  all  parties  engaged  in  that  commerce — 
the  better  would  it  be  for  the  advancement  of  civili. 
zation  in  India — the  belter  would  it  be  for  the  great  interests 
of  the  people  of  India, — and  the  better  would  it  be  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  peopleof  England,  the  consumersof  the  produce 
which  India  supplied,  and  the  producers  of  the  articles  in 
which  that  produce  was  to  be  paid  for.     For  if  the  East- 
India  Company  were  carrying  on   their  comnieroe  to  the 
ii^iiry  of  individuals,  as  it  had  been  confidently  stated  that 
they   were,    that   injury   must   ultjiwately   fall   upon   the 
|>eople  of  England.     Therefore  it  was,  that  he  wished  to 
give  to  commerce  a  greater  exjiansion  than  it  hail  at  pre- 
sent, and  to  rescue  it  from  competing  with  that  monstrous 
anomaly  of  commercial  enterprize  and  sovereign   power 
united  in  the  same  corporation. 

He  was  particularly  desirous  that  the  inquiry  sliould  be 
commenced  as  early  as  possible.  He  wished  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood ,  that  though  he  thought  there  was 
great  evil  in  the  present  state  of  things,  he  did  not  thints^ 
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it  arose  either  from  the  oorvduct  of  the  East-India  Com- 
pany, or  from  that  of  the  Directors— lo  whom  be  owed, 
and  for  whom  he  felt,  all  possible  respect,  and  who  had 
exerted  the  greatest  talent  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose 
interests*  they  were  selected  to  protect  and  to  promote — liut 
that  it  arose  mlely  from  the  anomalous  nature  of  the 
system  itself.  There  was  one  point  on  which  he  must  say 
that  he  could  not  a^ree  with  his  right  honourable  friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  His  rigrht  honourable  friend 
said,  tliat  it  was  useless  to  enter  upon  any  inquiry  in  this 
session,  and  that  there  was  no  indis))enB&ble  nece«sity  thai 
it  should  take  place  even  in  tlie  next,  as  the  charter  of  the 
Company  did  not  expire  till  the  year  iSS-k  His  right 
honourable  friend  had  likewise  stated,  that  on  two  former 
occasions,  when  the  renewal  of  the  Company ^s  charter  IumI 
been  under  consideration,  the  inquiry  had  taken  place  only 
one  year  before  its  expiration.  He  thought  that  if,  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  inquiry  sliould  be  commenced  at  aa 
early  period,  and  should  \ie  prosecuted  to  a  conclusion  h& 
soon  as  possible,  it  would  satisfy  the  House,  the  countir, 
and  the  Directors  of  the  East-India  Company  too,  that  it 
was  for  tiie  interest  of  them  all  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
present  Charter,  at  a  jwriod  previous  to  the  legal  termin*- 
tion  of  the  present  bargain. 

He  was  of  opinion  that,  if  a  committee  were  now  ap- 
pointed, the  question  of  a  more  extended  intercourse  be- 
tween this  country  and  China  nught  be  settled  at  an 
earlier  period  than  the  year  183*k  Let  not  gentlemen,  when 
they  looked  ut  lliat  part  of  the  question,  deceive  theiii- 
selves.  If  we  neglected  to  follow  in  the  track  which,  was 
now  open  to  us — if  we  left  foreigners  to  occupy  for  yean 
a  market  into  which  we  might,  but  were  not  allowed  b)- 
law  to,  enter — ^if  we  let  the  industrious  classes  of  Chroeae 
deal  with  America  for  commodities,  wliich  tlu-y  would  at 
preaent  as  wilUngly  take  from  us — if  we  prohibited^  like- 


wiae,  all  oommordal  intercourse  betueen  China  and  Sin- 
caporCf  that  glorious  in^tanre  of  the  immense  advantage* 
denvttble  from  Free  Trade — it  might,  perhapA,  be  too  late 
Cbr  U8  to  alter  our  policy,  when  the  Charter  of  the  Eojit- 
India  Company  had  expireti.  In  the  voarR  which  murt 
elapse  between  that  time  and  the  presentf  others  woidd 
have  engrossed  that  trade,  which  might  now  be  uurs ;  and 
tbertfore  he  taid,  boUUVf  to  the  Hou»e  of  C^ommona, 
**  Seise  die  advantages  which  present  themselves  to  your 
grssp,  even  now— whiUt  you  y^t  can.'*  X^nok,  too,  at  the 
new  world.  The  troublefi  of  the  states  of  South  America 
could  not  continue  for  ever.  They  must  »ubaide  ere  long 
under  a  settled  form  of  government ;  and  then  tlieir  inter- 
course with  the  east  must  be  very  considerable.  Their 
situation  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  was  advantageous 
for  trade  with  all  the  Archipelago  of  the  Indies  At 
present  they  were  without  any  commercial  marine.  The 
neaat  of  carrying  on  the  intercourse  between  South  Ame- 
rica and  China  would  be  seized  by  the  merchants  of  other 
states,  if  we  failed  to  avail  ourselves  of  it  The  Tnited 
States  had  already  got  a  good  deal  of  the  carrying  trade ;  and 
if  we  suffered  three  or  four  years  to  pass  without  duing  any 
thing,  it  might  lie  productive  of  incalculable  inisthii'f  to 
the  position  which  England  had  to  maintnin  in  tlie  east. 
-«t  Ife  therefore  contended,  that  the  question  ought  to  he 
taken  up  at  as  eariy  a  period  as  possible,  and  especially  on 
those  points  which  were  only  connected  with  a  part  of  the 
Charter.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  indilTerence,  that  the 
House  sbotdd  kIiow  to  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
Englan<i,  who  were  now  labouring  under  great  depression, 
that  this  was  a  question  to  which  it  was  alive,  and  that  it 
was  looking  to  a  satiufaclury  arrangement  of  it,  as  soon  as 
it  could  be  oukdc  with  due  attention  to  vested  rights  and 
interests.  Ho  was  satisfied  that  if  inquiry  ivere  granted, 
we  should  be  able,  before  the  expiration  of  the  present 
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C'harter,  with  the  assistance  of  the  East-India  Company,  to 
make  some  salisfactory  cumpruniise ;  mi  that  a  new  syBtem  * 
of  trade  might  start  up  in  the  place  of  the  oM  one.  That 
system  was  clearly  defective.  In  the  year  1793j  when  the^ 
renewal  of  the  Company's  exclusive  privileges  was  under ' 
iU»cussiun,  it  was  stipulated,  that  three  thousand  tons  of  the 
Company's  shipping  should  be  set  aside  for  the  merchanCftJ 
of  England,  and  they  were  set  side  accordingly.  The] 
condition  on  which  this  trade  commenced  was  a  payment  oq  j 
the  outward-bound  cargo  of  five  pounds  per  ton,  and  on  the] 
import  cargo  of  fifteen  pounds  per  ton;  and  yet  this  coiv-l 
dition,  severe  as  it  now  appeared,  was  deemed  at  the  timol 
tu  be  a  considerable  advance  towards  a  better  s^'sterol'] 
On  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  in  1813,  we  obtained  an  m^\ 
definite  power  of  increasing  our  trade  with  India,  as  faf  j 
as  it  could  be  extended.  Since  that  time  it  hrnl  bceaj 
extended  very  considerably;  and  therefore  it  was  nol| 
theoretical  to  assume,  that  if  the  House  proceedetl  in  tb^i 
course  of  relaxation,  our  trade  with  India  would  go  on  ii 
creasing  the  benefits  which  the  coimtry  already  derive 
from  its  connexion  with  India,  securing  tlie  trauquiUityj 
and  prosperity  of  that  continent,  and  promoting  the  welfa 
of  all  parties  who  were  engaged  in  its  commerce. 

Ho  il-lt  these  considerations  so  strongly,  that  he  did  he 
that  the  points  which  related  to  the  ]>oliticaI  arrangemenCi; 
to  he  made  hereafter  resjiecting  India  would  not  stand  tUrl 
the  way  of  the  commercial  intercourse,  so  interesting 
the  merchants  of  England,  and  so  likely  to  prove  lienefici 
to  the  civilization  of  India.  He  would  not,  however,  adv 
his  honourable  friend  to  persist  in  his  motion,  after  tlMsJ 
promise  which  had  been  given  by  his  right  honounibtej 
friend.  At  the  same  time  he  must  say,  that  he  was  not  atj 
all  sorry  that  this  discussion  had  taken  place,  as  he  consider 
it  calculated  to  do  much  good. 

I'liL-  itinlitta  was  negatived  without  n  divisioD. 
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MR.  GUAKLK8  KRANT'S  MOTION  FOR  THE  REDUC- 
TION OF  rUK  SUGAR  DUTIES. 

In  a  cxnnmiltco  f>n  ihr  Supnr  Oolic*  Bill,  Mr.  Charif*  Arant  mtnrd 
IIS  u)  snientlnieul,  ihut  tho  iluty  im  Uritish  PlBntstion  ^u|^  be  rc- 
ducvi)  to  20f.,  itiat  on  Eut-lndia  Sugu-  loit^.,  «n<l  tltut  on  Furwi^ii 
Sagmr  to  28».  per  cwt.,  with  «o  MrenJii));  ftc»le  for  tltosc  uf  )iif;lirr 
Talue.  After  the  proposition  bad  been  oppoocd  by  the  Chuiccllor  of 
the  Excboquer, 

Mr.  Hi.'jtKiSNOX  rost' — lie  said  he  agfecd  with  hin  right 
honourable  friemJ,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxthetjuer,  tlial 
the  sugar  question  should  not  1)e  viewed  ftolely  in  relation 
to  the  West-India  planlcrs,  hut  at*  it  boiv  upon  llie  variuuv 
interests  of  the  country.  It  *thould  l»e  looked  at  with  ns 
ference  to  the  Enst-India  trade,  to  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  country,  and  to  the  interetit  of  the  public  at 
largo.  But  in  supporting  the  aniendinent  of  his  riglit 
honourable  friend,  he  was  not  trenching  upon  tlie  West- 
India  interest.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced  that 
that  pro^toKition  would  promote  and  assist  the  West-India, 
interest,  equally  with  every  other  interest  of  the  slate. 
The  question  was  not  a  particular  one,  l>earing  ujion  one 
trade  or  interest  only.  It  was,  and  should  alone  Ix;  con- 
sidered as,  a  general  question.  It  was  as  such  that  he  hud 
treated  it  two  years  ago,  when  it  was  pn)posed  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  East-India  sugar,  and  when  he  promised  to  take  an 
early  opjxjrtimity  of  bringing  the  whole  question  Ix'fore  the 
House.  His  right  honourable  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  tlie 
Exchequer,  fully  agreed  with  him  as  to  tlie  principle,  tiiat 
all  ttw  interests  involved  in  the  question  should  be  brought 
under  consideration  together,  with  a  view  to  their  being 
newly  adjusted — but  added,  that  there  was  one  obstacle 
upon  which  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  urge  the  |)ost(>one- 
ment  of  such  a  consideration  ;  namely,  the  interests  of  the 
revenue.     His  right  honourable  friend   «seew\cA  Ui  o-Yytt- 


m 


KEm'CTION    OK'TWK    %l^t  ATL  "d&Ttk^ 


IMay 


hend,  that  the  proposed  reduction  would  lessen  the  revenu**J 
by  500,000/.  annually — arguing,  that  because  the  reveni 
derived  from  the  sugar  duties  amounted  at  present  to  Btc 
millions,  it  should  always  Uc  five  millions.     Now,  he  could 
not  take  upon  him  to  say  positively  how  much  or  how  little'' 
the  revenue  might  Iw  lessened  by  reducing  the  duty*  but  he 
contended,  that  the  increased  consumption  consequent  upon 
that  reduction,  and  the  increased  life  which  would  Ix'  given 
to  the  commercial  and  shipping  interests  by  the  opening  of 
new  channels  of  trade,  would  benefit  the  public  at  large,  far 
more  tlian  the  reduction  could  possibly  injure  the  revenue. 
The  next  point  he  begged  leave  to  touch  upon  was  the 
obser\'ation   of   the   honourable    member    for    Rochester, 
that  he  believed  that  the  balance  alluded  to  by  his  right 
honourable  friend,  and  which  his  right  honourable  friend 
stated  to  have  lieen  rnoAe  up  of  foreign  sugar  inndmis&ible 
into  the  British  market,  Has  paid  in  bullion.     He  begged 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  recollect,  that  he  had  that 
very  day  presented  a  petition,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
out  of  seventy  thousand  tons — a  balance  of  foreign  sugar 
obliged  to  be  taken  by  the  petitioners — only  five  thousand 
found  their  way  into  this  country,  owing  to  the  prc«eiit 
law.     Now,  if  this  law  were  amended,  sixty-five  thousand 
tons  more  would,  in  one  instance  alone,  have  been  ware- 
housed, and  afterwards  refined,  thus  giring  employment 
to  those  who  had  none,  and  aiTording  a  profitable  out-lay 
of  British  capital.     In  fact,  this  coimtrj-  might  be  made 
the  entrciHJt  of  the  sugar  of  the  world,  and  might  give 
large  employment  to  its  unemployed  capital  and  operative^ 
in  refining  that  sugar  for  the  markets  of  Europe.     If  such 
were  the  case,  how  fine  a  field  for  the  profitable  out-lay  of 
capital  would  the  refining  of  our  own  East-India  sugar 
afibrd  !     Indeed,  he  knew  of  no  new  channel  in  which 
capital  might  be  more  beneficially  expended  in  this  coud- 
trv,  than  in  refining  sugars  for  the  European  markets,  if 
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the  business  of  refining  were  duly  encouraged.  Such  was 
the  conHdence  of  fon-ignerti  in  the  British  manufacturers 
and  merchants,  that  we  sliould  become  the  sugar  reiincrs 
of  the  world-  It  was,  therefore,  a  verj'  nhort-Kighted  view 
of  the  subject  to  resliit  the  reduction,  on  the  ground  of  its 
possible  injury  to  the  revenue. 

Then,  with  res{>ecl  to  tlie  beneht  which  a  reduced  price, 
oonaequent  upon  a  reduced  duty  of  sugar,  would  confer 
upon  the  working  classes  of  the  community,  a  ximplc 
statement  would,  he  thought,  place  the  subject  before  the 
conuuittee  in  a  clear  and  striking  light.  In  consequence 
of  the  proHent  ennrmoufi  duty  on  sugar,  the  poor  working 
man  with  a  large  family,  to  whom  pence  were  a  serious 
conBiderationi  was  clenied  the  use  of  Uiat  rommodity ;  and 
he  bdievcd  he  did  not  go  too  far  when  he  stated,  that  twcw 
thirds  of  the  (xwrer  consumers  of  oofTee  drunk  that  beverage 
witJioiit  AUgar.  If,  then,  the  price  of  sugar  were  reduced. 
It  would  l>ecouie  an  article  of  his  consumption  like  many 
other  articles,  woollens,  for  instance,  which  he  now  used 
from  their  cheap  price,  and  which  he  formerly  was  unable 
to  purchase^  This  was  the  principle  that  regulated  the 
amount  and  extent  of  cnnsumptioa, — the  article  being  not 
placed  by  its  high  price  lieyond  the  reach  of  the  working 
clasaes,  the  large  majority  of  the  people.  When  spirits 
had  become  cheaper  than  beer,  the  former  were  consumed, 
and  the  latter  fell  into  ci>mparative  neglect ;  and  so  of  cot- 
ton and  other  comnKHlitiett,  now,  from  tlieir  low  prices,  in 
general  use  as  the  clothing  of  the  working  c-his^e^.  Indeed, 
he  ha<l  been  told  lliat  the  woollen  artisans  of  Leeds  were 
clothed  in  cotton,  the  latter  being  so  much  cheaper. 

Then,  as  to  the  non-protection  of  the  West-India  trade, 
of  which  an  huoourabk-  member  complained,  he  could  only 
say,  that  if  the  Kaxt^lndia  sugar  were  admitted  at  a  bounty 
often  shilUngH,  instead  uf  tlte  duty  of  twcntv-five  shillings, 
propoaed  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  body  migfat 
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have  some  reaeoa  to  complain,  but  certainly  not  till  thciv 
The  West- India  interest  need  not  complain,  for  they  Dcccl)| 
not  fear  any  injurious  rivalry.     As  it  was,  all  Europe  and, 
America  were  free  to  trade  iu  East-India  sugar,  and  yet-,  J 
they   took   very  little  of  that  article;   thus  proving  bow 
groundless  were  the  apprehensions  of  the  Weat-Imha  mer-J 
cbants,   tliat  the  admission  of  East-India  sugar  into  the.] 
British  market,  on  something  like  equal  terms  with  their 
own,  would  injure  their  interests.     Even  when  the  Wesl^l 
India  sugar  was  open  to  foreigners^  their  trade  in  it  wa 
trifling,  for  tlie  article  came  to  the  best  market,  the  British,,] 
because  it  was  and  must  be  the  l)est.     JJy  the  treaty  of 
capitulation,  Denierara,  for  example,  was  free  to  send  ber 
sugar  to  the  Dutch;  and  yet  none  of  it  ever  went  to  Holland, 
alt  coming,  as  be  had   state<l,  to  the  better  market,  tliis 
country.     We  gave  the  W^est-India  colonies  the  best  retun^ 
for  their  commodities;  that  is,  we  aifordeil  them  the  most 
profitable  market  for  the  employment  of  their  capital ;  we 
gave  them  the  longest  credit ;  in  a  word,  we  gave  tlicm  the 
best  terms,  and  commanded  their  produce.    And  these  ver^f'^ 
advantages,  with  the  pecuniary  engagements  arising  out  of 
them,  preventing  but  few  WfSt-India  planters  frum  bcinsi 
wholly  dependent  on  the  Dritish  merchant,  would  in  them-j 
selves  prevent,  at  least  for  some  time,  those  changes  in  the 
West-India  trade  wliicli  some  honourable  members  appre- 
hended.    As  he  was  satisfied  that  the  general  subject  could. 
not  be  put  off  for  more  than  one  or  two  sessions,  and  that  IQ 
it  were  involved  the  public  interest,  the  commerce,  and  the 
navigation  of  the  country,  he  would  intreat  the  ChaiKvllor 
of  the  Exchequer  not  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  so 
important  a  question  to  an  indefinite  jjcriod.     Therewcrt 
two  points  which  he  begged  leave  to  notice  before  he  sat 
down.     It  had  been  stated  by  some  honourable  members  as 
a  kind  of  hardship  to  the  colonists,  that  they  were  com]>ened 
to  consume  British   manufactures.     But  tltosu  htmourable 
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nmnben  seemed  to  forget  that,  for  the  vpry  sanity  reason,  all 
the  world  was  compelled  to  consume  British  manufactures, 
— hecauflc  they  were  the  cheapest  and  best.  Af^in,  honour-' 
able  members  complained  that  the  landed  interest  posscfised 
a  moiu>)H>ly  in  the  making  of  spirits^  from  which  sugar  was 
prohibited ;  but  barley  had  l>een  proved  to  be  the  1)cst  uml 
cfaeu}K'8t  material  for  the  distillation  of  spirits^  therefore  it 
was  no  unjn«t  monopoly  in  favour  of  the  landed  interest  to 
give  it  a  preference  over  su^ar;  which,  moreover,  waa  never 
had  recourse  to  fur  the  |>urposes  of  distillation,  but  in  seasons 
of  scarcity  of  com. 

The  cotomtttce  divided  on  Mr.  Qrant'i  luoiiop  :  Aj9St  ^*  Now,  Utli, 

I       SIR  J  AMES  MACKlKroSH'S  MOTION  CONCERNINtt  TUB 
I  RELATIONS  BETWEEN  ENGLAND  AND  PORTUGAL. 

Thu  day,  8tr  Jame«  Ma(*ktnt»«h  raltpcl  the  attention  of  tho  Iloumo 
to  the  reiieiit  atlmck  inadti  by  lut  En|rlisti  fthip  of  var  t>fl"l'erveira,  and 
moved  for  copie*  or  extract*  of  CoromunicatioiM  concerning  the  Ro- 
lationa  between  this  country  and  the  Quccu  of  Portugal,  Mr.  Sc- 
cn^tarj-  PccI  havinp  «i{fnifiL'd  the  intention  of  GoTenimcDt  (o  graiil 
tho  said  papcn, 

Mr.  HcsKissoK  rose  and  said : — *  / 

I  must  prcfiu^  the  few  observations  wltich  I  wi)th  to 
submit  to  the  House  on  this  motion,  by  deciann|;  moHt 
unequivocally  my  entire  conviction,  that  his  MajestyV 
GovLTument,  in  all  their  foreign  policy,  are  actuoted  by  u 
sincere  but  rational  anxiety  for  peace — an  anxiety  in  which 
I  yield  to  no  mat* — not  only  to  maintain  peot^e  where  it  now 
happily  exists,  but  to  resture  it  in  those  ports  of  the  world 
where  hostilitie.'*  now  unfortuiwtely  prevail.  This  is  my 
honest  feeling ;  and  when  I  b|>cak  of  n  sincere  and  rational 
auxiety  for  ixroce,  as  the  niUug  passion  of  the  Govemnteot, 
•  Fmin  Ihc  Mjti.  noli-*  nf  Mr.  lla^iWxmoxi. 
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I  meftn  a  strong  and  steady  leaning  to  pacific  counsels  aadi 
|HLciHc  measures;  bul,  of  course,  tempered  and  limited  by 
the  consciousness  of  the  ability  and  power  of  the  country 
fully  to  meet  all  the  dcmamls  of  war,  should  tlie  honour  of 
the  country  compel  us  to  resort  to  that  alternative. 

I   am  equally  prepared  to  admit — and   I    think   c^ei^ 
gentleman  who  ha»  attended  to  the  speech  of  the  tigh 
honourable  mover,  and  to  the  observations  madebymy  right 
Iionourable  friend,   will  admit — that  the  subject  broughi; 
under  our  notice  is  involved  in  as  much  difficulty,  is 
tricacy,  and  embarrassment,  as  can  belong  to  any  quesdc 
of  foreign  policy  that  ever  engaged  tht*  attention  of  tfai 
councils  of  this  country  in  a  lime  of  peace.     From  thi«' 
feeling,  and  from  a  conWction  that  the  time  is  not  arrived 
when  we  can  pronotmcc  an  opinion  upon  it,  witliout  pre- 
judging  the   question,   and    that  even   if  the   time  were 
arrived,  we  could  not  do  justice  to  the  inquiry  without  in*^ 
formation  that  could  not   be  furnished  to  us  before  the 
close  of  the  session — I  shall  not  go  much  at  length  into  the 
details  which  have  been  touched  upon  by  thy  right  honour, 
able  mover.     The  House  has  not  l)ie  means,  and  it  is  no|j 
now  called  upon,  to  come  to  any  dedaive  opinion  in  respec| 
to  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty''s  Govenmient)  in  the  share  it] 
ha»  taken  in  the  transactions  which  have  occurred  in  thffj 
Peninsula  and  in  Brazil;  and  I  must,  therefore,  claim  fof  j 
myself,  as  every  other  memlwr  has  a  right  to  claim,  not  tq  i 
be  considered  as  precluded  from  fiu*ther  discussion,  anjj 
from  stating  an  opinion  hereafter,  in  consequence  of  wtuiC'l 
may  have  passed  this  evening.  ,  j 

When  I  state.  Sir,  that  the  questions  which  connect 
themselves  with  the  settlement  of  Portugal  and  the  Brazils 
are  of  the  most  complicated  and  cmbornueing  naturet  I 
shall  be  fully  borne  out  by  the  concurrence  of  every  maq 
who  has  watched  the  progress  of  events  in  those  twu  coun. 
tries  since  the  restoration  of  the  peace  of  Eurt^  in  1814 


!»».] 


CONCEKKIHG    POHTL'GAL. 


159 


Gentlemen  will  recoil wl  that,  in  1807,  when  Buonaparte 
invaded  Portugnl,  aud  accomimnieil  his  inva.sion  with  a 
ileclaratiun  tliat  the  House  of  Bra^aiiEa  had  ceased  to 
rHgu,  that  royal  House  removed  from  Kurope  to  Brazil, 
and  transferred  the  seat  of  empire  from  Lisbon  to  Hio  de 
Janeiro.  Upon  the  n^settlenient  of  KurojM,  after  the 
cirerthrow  of  Buona|>arti',  when,  under  that  royal  House, 
indefK^ndent  Portugal  wan  again  restored  to  ita  former 
rank  and  station  amoti^  the  poweni  of  Kurope,  it  required 
no  great  perspicuily  in  jtolitint  to  discover  tliat  questions 
of  great  delicacy  and  difficulty  must  arise  out  of  tlte  rela- 
tions then  fxisting  bc-iween  Portugal  and  Brazil.  Up  to 
1807,  the  latter  country  was  merely  a  distant  ctilony,  and 
Bad  been  strictly  treate<l  as  such.  From  that  period  Brazil 
became  in  a  manner  the  metropolitan  state,  and  Portugal 
the  distant  province. 

AftL-r  the  settlement  of  Europe,  this  state  of  things  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  But  about  the  year  18S1  or 
1822,  it  was  evident  that  both  countries  were  verging  fast 
towards  a  state  of  thing*,  wliich  cmdd  only  terminate  in 
open  war  l>ctween  them,  or  in  an  amicable  adjtmtmentf 
formed  on  t)ie  l>«Bs  of  separation  and  mutual  indejiendence. 
About  that  time,  the  late  King,  John  the  Sixth,  quitted 
his  American  dominions,  and  returned  to  Lisbon ;  but  not 
to  the  exercise  of  the  absolute  sovereign  power  which  he 
had  before  held  in  that  country.  Portugal,  following  the 
example  of  SfNiin,  had  establi^lled  a  (x>putar  representation, 
a  Cortes,  which  soon  concentred  in  itself  ail  the  power  of 
the  state.  This  Cortes,  imitating  in  that  respect,  likewise, 
theexampleof  its  prolotyjx?,  Spain,  lowanls  its  South  Ame- 
rican possesritws,  was  bent  upon  reducinglirazil  tc»  its  former 
condition  of  a  colony.  The  result  was  a  ^tate  of  hostility  be«- 
twecn  the  two  countries;  and  that  the  beir-apparec»t  lo  the 
crown  of  Portugal,  who  had  remained  at  Bra7.il,  had  no  alter- 
native f€)T  the  pre»er%'ation  of  that  fine  country  to  the  House 
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of  Bra^Tftnzft,  but  to  concur  in  declaring  its  entire  inde- 
pendence of  Portugal,  and  to  become  himself  £ni{)cror  of 
Brazil. 

After  this  the  two  countries,  Brazil  and  Portugal,  con- 
tinued at  war  with  one  another,  until  (he  revolutionary 
government  of  the  Cortes  was  overthrown  in  Portugal. 
Soon  af^cr  this  change,  by  which  the  King  of  Portugal  was 
restored  to  his  power,  a  negotiation  was  set  on  foot,  under 
the  uiediatioD  of  his  Majesty ""s  Government,  and  by  the  in- 
tervention of  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  the  British  Ambassador 
at  Rio,  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  Portugal 
and  the  Brazils,  u{^»on  the  basis  of  preserving  both  countries 
to  the  House  of  Braganza,  but  with  an  entire  separation  of 
the  two  Crowns,  and  tlie  absolute  independence  of  the  two 
countries  respectively.  Tliis  treaty  was  comjjletcd  at  Uii> 
in  the  summer  of  1825,  and  ratified  at  Lisbon  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year. 

Peace  was  restored  between  the  two  countries,  and 
treaty  of  comnierce  and  other  arrangements  of  mutual 
advantage  were  in  train  to  be  concluded  Ijetween  them  at 
Rio,  when  John  the  Sixth  died,  after  a  very  short  illncw, 
in  March  1826.  Now,  it  is  here  to  be  remarked,  that 
immediately  u|x)n  the  treaty  of  1825  Iwng  proclaimed,  the 
separation  of  Brazil,  and  the  independence  of  the  two 
Crowns  had,  I  believe,  been  recognized  by  all  Europe, 
Spain,  perhaps,  excepted-  But  this  treaty  had  not  regulated 
the  order  of  succession  to  the  two  Crowns  respwlivcW  in 
the  family  of  Uragam^a.  On  this  essential  point  it  was 
silent.  It  went  no  further  than  to  provide,  that  they 
should  not  l)e  united  on  the  same  head. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  clear  that,  acconling  to 
the  laws  of  legitunacy  and  primogvniture,  Don  Pedro 
inherited  the  wliole  succession  of  his  father;  but  subject  to 
the  condition  that,  under  the  treaty,  either  Portugal  or 
Brazil  was  to  be  devolved  upon  some  other  member  of  hi:) 
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family,  as  an  iadefieiul^iit  ami  soparatc  Ccuvn.  To  thfe  he 
utu  tiound.  lie  might  niakc  hh  opliun  brtwccu  Bruil 
and  Portugal ;  but  he  could  not  retain  the  snvrrpignty  id 
liotii.  He  dccidixl  fur  Brazil,  aud  that  l>ODfui  Mafia,  Ids 
eldest  daughter,  should  be  the  indeixmcliiit  snvcreifitn  of 
Portugal.  So  far  he  acttxl  r^trietl^  in  the  execution  of 
the  treaty.  But  unfortunately,  as  I  ttnnk,  in  ))roinulgatU]g 
thU  arrangement,  he  onitcxed  to  it  a  condition  whicls, 
however  kindly  intended  towards  Portugal,  »a*  nt-ilher 
necessary,  nor  wise,  nor  relevant  to  the  exi-oiition  of  the 
treaty  of  separation.  When  I  say  it  waa  Dot  relevant, 
I  mean  that,  I  du  not  think  (hut  thi;  l^uij>eror  Don  I'edru 
bad  any  right  to  annex  Otia  condition  to  the  petfornnuiev  of 
a  stipuUtiou  whicli,  by  the  treaty  of  tefwratioii,  be  wm 
bt>und  to  fulfil.  The  condition  was  that  i'urtugul  Hhould 
accept  a  charter  and  a  constitution,  which  he  hud  f>rv|Miri.Hl 
for  them  ;  and  his  alxlicutifm  was  to  l>e  contiiigrnl  ti|Min 
that  acceptance.  Sow,  if  Don  Pedro  hod  niudL'  hi»  option 
to  n^ign  in  Portugal  insti-ad  of  Brazil,  all  thi»  would 
have  been  very  well,  and  wry  natural  and  praise wartliy. 
But  it  was  not  to  be  exiK-ctcd  that  n  constitution  hastily 
concocted  in  a  distant  colony  should  Ix:  rcivived  without 
jealousy  by  the  [xirent  (ttiite,  ufKMi  which  it  was  to  tx? 
imposed ;  or  liiat  this  valedictory  present  from  a  soviTeign 
who  cuuld  have  no  shore  in  carrying  it  into  execution»  and 
DO  direct  concern  in  itf«  consequence*,  could  be  very  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Portuguese,  or  likely  to  bcconKr  tJK*  per- 
manent constitutional  luw  of  that  anticnt  inoiiarchy.  Tlda 
ooostitutiony  however,  such  as  it  was — and  of  ila  intriiuttc 
merits  I  wish  to  say  notliing  one  way  or  the  others— woa 
brouglit  to  Lisbon  by  the  British  AndsiHudor. 

It  is  lu^re  necewiry  to  remark,  tliat  liiin  AintNu«adar  waa 
the  some  who  luui  nrguUlcd  aod  sigtied  ili«  tmty  of 
aeporution,  in  his  doul>lc  €^maty  of  mediator  on  tlw  fmn 
of  hifl  Maiesty's  (iovcrufltenif  oimI  of  plcnipotcDtiary  on 
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the  part  of  the  Ute  King  of  Portugal,  having  received  full 
powers  from  him  to  that  effect ;  and  who,  at  the  time  when 
the  account  of  the  king^s  death  was  received^   was  still 
acting  as  plenipotentiary  from   the   King  of  Portugal,  in 
negociating  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  other  arrangemenLi 
with  Brazil.     His  full  powers  were,  of  course,   at  an  end 
by  the  death  of  King  John ;  and  he  had  therefore  to  return 
to  Lisbon  to  give  an  account  of  his  mission.    So  returning: 
the  Emperor  made  him  the  bearer  of  the  new  conslitutioit^l 
and  of  his  instructions  respecting  it.     But,  as  it  has  been 
already  declaretl  in  this  House,  and  was  at  the  time  an- 
nounced  to  all   the  courts  of  Kurope,  he  was  merely  the 
channel  of  the   conveyance.     I    may  add,  indeed,  if  mf\ 
memory    does    not   deceive    nie,  the    reluctant  channel^] 
for,  T  believe,  he  remonstrated  with  the  Emperor  against 
taking  charge  of  that  conveyance.     He  that  as  it  may,  of 
this  I  am  sure,  that  no  sooner  did  this  Government  receive 
intimation,  not  diretly  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  but  indirectly,  j 
through  France,  that  a  constitution  had  been  granted  to 
Portugal   by  the   Emperor  of  Hrazil,  and  sent  to  Europe 
through  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  than,  without  the  loss  of  a 
day,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Canning,  wrote  to  all  thei 
principal  courts  of  Europe,   stating  that  we  had  received 
such  information,  but  were  no  parties  directly  or  jndirectlj? 
to  the  transactitm.     I  trust  my  right  honourable  friend  hail 
no  objection   to  my  alluding  to  these  circumstance?,  tH^j 
recollection  of  which  is  fresh  in  my  mind.     I  am  sure  th* 
Government  of  this  country  gave  no  advice  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Portugal  to  accept  the  constitution  ;  and  I  aasert^J 
that  all  that  has  been  said  to  the  contrary  is  founded  on 
misconception. 

My  late  right  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Canning,  sent 
without  loss  of  time,  to  Lord  Heytesbury  at  Lisbon,  cttpie* 
of  the  circular  which  he  had  addressed  to  all  the  courts  of 
Europe.     He  stated  in   his  despatch,  that   this  countrv 
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would  rigidly  adhere  to  the  rule  he  hod  kid  down,  of  non. 
interference  in  any  transactioiualTcctingthe  internal  iiuiitu* 
tioQs  of  anotlier  country.  He  stated,  if  I  am  not  miftlAken, 
that  the  Government  of  this  country  abstained  from  giving 
any  od^ncc  to  Portugal,  as  to  the  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
constitution.  Mr.  Camiing  further  stated^  that  he  would 
take  it  on  his  responubility  to  say*  tlua  if  llie  Portuguese 
did  accept  the  couAlitution,  tht.*  Government  would  feel 
Itself  bound  by  all  the  obligatiuiii*  of  friendftliip  whidi 
England  hod  always  entertained  towards  Portugal ;  and 
that  if  they  declined  it,  I'ngland  would,  in  that  cose,  also 
oouMder  herself  iMund  by  those  obliguuons.  But  as  to 
advice,  he  offered  none.  He  only  said  this,  **  In  whatever 
way  it  may  be  determined  to  submit  this  constitution  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  Portuguese  nation,  it  ought  to  lie 
adopted  as  speedily  an  |x>ssible;  for  the  matter  ought  oo^ 
to  be  left  in  a  state  of  uncertainty.**  ,, 

At  the  some  time,  instructioos  were  sent  to  Sir  Charles 
Stuart  to  confine  himself  simply  to  the  delivery  of  the 
packet  which  he  hod  received  from  the  Emjieror  of  Drazil, 
to  give  no  <:^inioD  respecting  it,  and  to  quit  Lisbon  as  soon 
as  he  had  acquitted  himself  of  thisduty.  Sir  Charles  Stuart 
implicitly  complied  with  lus  instructions.  Tlur  cunstitutiuo 
was  delivered  to  the  temporary  regency,  which  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Late  king  before  his  death.  They  Cook 
the  means  which  appcareil  to  them  proper  fur  submitting  it 
to  the  acceptance  uf  the  Portuguese  nation.  It  was  oc- 
occordiogly  accepted,  and  carried  into  execution  in  the 
month  of  July,  ISiiCi. 

But,  what  was  the  course  adopted  by  England  and  all  the 
great  power*  of  Europe  on  this  occasion  ?  They  one  and 
all  recognized  the  settlement  of  tlie  Crown  of  Portugal 
upon  the  person  of  the  eldest  daughter  of  Don  Pedro,  lh« 
Queen  Donna  Maria,  and  of  the  constitution  with  which 
that  arrraugement   was  accompanied*     They  considered 
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one  and  the  other  as  proccL^ding  from  a  legitimate  source. 
The  |)rinciplc«  of  the  Portuj^uese  constitution  were  not 
niUL'h  in  favour  with  some  of  the  powers ;  but  inasmuch  as 
it  emanated  not  from  the  people,  but  from  the  legitimate 
sovereign,  grantinj;;  it  freely  and  proptiA  motu — however 
much  they  might  dislike  fiuch  an  offspritig,  it  was  not 
Rpurious;  and,  looking  to  its  origin,  they  could  not  do  other- 
wise upon  their  own  doctrines,  than  acknowlegc  the  legi^ 
macy  of  its  birth. 

■>  Among  the  Portuguese  peculiarly  interested  in  these 
occurrences,  and  who  had  to  subscribe  to  this  new  constitu- 
tion, was  the  Infant  Don  Miguel,  who,  since  the  year  18S4^ 
had  been  resident  at  Vienna-  I  will  not  now  advert  to  the 
transactions  which  comjielled  him  to  quit  Portugal  at  that 
time.  It  is  enough  to  state,  that  under  the  provisions  of 
that  constitution,  the  Regency  of  Portugal  would  have  de- 
volved upon  him,  as  soon  as  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
fire,  to  be  exercisetl  by  him,  during  the  minority  of  the 
}-oung  Queen.  In  a  solemn  and  authentic  manner  he  took 
the  oath  of  Rdeb'ty  to  that  constitution  and  to  the  order  of 
succession  established  under  it  The  Empertjr  of  Austrik 
and  the  King  of  England  became,  in  a  manner,  the  de- 
positaries of  this  engagement.  It  was  soon  followed  by 
arrangement  lietween  Don  Miguel  and  Don  Pedro,  brougb 
about  by  the  good  offices  of  Austria  and  England,  in  \\tivii 
of  which  Don  Miguel  was  to  marry  the  young  Queen.  This 
union  appeared  calculated  to  reconcile  all  interests  and  to 
remove  all  remaining  ground  Tif  discord  and  uneasiness,  in 
respect  to  the  Portuguese  Crown,  and  the  order  of  sue 
cession  in  that  branch  of  the  House  of  Bragnnza.  Th 
necessary'  dispensations  fn>ni  the  Pope  having  been  obtainedr 
the  parties  were  affianced  at  Vienna,  in  October,  18S6, 
according  to  all  the  rites  and  forms  \isub1  on  the  occasi<»n  < 
such  important  contracts.  On  this  oci-asion  again,  th 
Infunt  rencwefl,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  engogv^" 
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menta  he  had  before  taken.  In  the  month  ctf  OctuW 
following,  having  then  completed  his  twenty-fifth  year,  he^  < 
pFCfwred  to  quit  Vienna,  in  order  to  take  upoa  hinuclf  the 
Regency  of  Portugal.  Before  his  departure,  he  again 
pledged  himself,  in  the  mont  public  and  authentic  form, 
fftrictly  Co  fulfil  all  the  sacred  obligations  whieh  he 
had  contracted  towards  the  Portuguese  nation,  towartld 
his  brother  the  Emperor,  towardn  the  queen,  his  sovereign, 
his  niece,  an<1  his  affianced  consort.  With  those  pledges, 
and  after  other  arrangements  in  detail,  in  accordance 
with  them,  had  bivn  settled  by  protocols  at  Vienna 
(England  and  Auiitria,  as  mediators,  being  parties  to 
these  protocols),  he  set  off  for  Lisbon,  taking  England 
in  his  way,  Wc  all  recollect  the  honours,  the  distinction,* 
the  kindness  with  which  he  was  received  by  his  Majesty  in 
this  country.  At  the  request  of  Don  Miguel,  we  consented 
that  our  troops,  which  had  been  ordered  to  quit  Lislxjn, 
ahoukl  not  be  withdrawn  till  a  reasonable  lime  after  his 
arrivaL  Indeed,  he  expressed  an  anxious  wish  to  honour 
them,  by  reviewing  them  before  their  embarkation.  At  his 
requeut,  we  guaranteed  a  loan  of  money  to  be  raised  in  this 
country,  in  order  tlie  better  to  enable  him  to  enter  upon  the 
government  with  ease  and  distinction.  We  s«it  a  squadron 
of  men-of-war  to  honour  his  arrival  in  the  Tagiis.  What  is 
the  treatment  the  King  of  England  has  met  with,  in  return 
for  so  many  acts  of  substantial  kindness  and  friend.ship  P 
— wliat  has  been  the  return  for  so  many  proofs  of  confi- 
dence on  our  jiwi?  The  troops  were  detained  at  Lisbon 
till  all  the  officers  of  the  Portuguese  army  attached  to  the 
English  connecti<m  were  dismissed  with  disgrace,  and  the 
4MNjunaiKU  given  to  tlu>se  who  ha<t  joined  the  rebellion  in 
SfMin.  They  were  then  dismissed  without  the  review. 
The  money,  it  is  true,  was  8ave<l  by  the  prompt  decision  of 
our  Ambassador,  Sir  Frederick  Lamb.  The  fleet  was  called 
upon  to  leave  the  Tagus.     And  what  was  tlic  sequel — one 
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licries  of  violence,  hyfiocrisy,  perjury,  end  trcftson,  unporaU 
Wletl  in  the  history  of  any  country  in  modern  time«.  Shew 
me,  since  the  days  of  Richard  the  Thirct,  any  crimes  which 
can  be  comparwl  with  those  of  the  individual,  who  now  filb 
the  throne  t^f  Portugal.  Ih  it,  or  is  it  not  true,  that  he  ha« 
availed  himself  of  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  his  hands, 
under  the  most  solemn  sanctions  of  relifpou,  honour, 
morality,  and  allegiance,  and  cemented,  too,  by  the  nearest 
ties  of  blood,  to  turn  that  trust  against  a  brother^  who  had 
cunHded  in  him,  against  a  niece,  his  hiH'ful  sovereign,  and 
his  affianced  wife  ?  Is  there  nothing  of  disres[>cct,  nothing 
bordering  upon  insult,  to  t]\e  King  of  Kngland  in  all  these 
proceedings  ?  Had  Don  Miguel  not  made  the  Govemmeot 
of  his  Majesty  the  depository  of  all  the  pledge^  ujxin  the 
faith  of  which  he  went  to  Portugal  ?  1  will  not  »a\  tliat 
we  became  the  guarantee  of  these  engagements  to  Uraiil, 
or  to  the  powers  of  Europe ;  but  I  will  say,  that  we  hod 
acted  the  port  of  a  niediatur  and  a  friend,  that  we  ])ecaine, 
as  it  were,  the  voucher,  that  faith  might  bo  put  in  these 
pledges,  and  that  other  states,  from  our  known  cunuectiua 
and  alliance  with  Portugal,  governed  themselveB  very  oiuchl 
by  the  example  of  Kngland.  When  I  say  iluit  the  conduct 
of  Don  Miguel  has  been  highly  disrespectful,  and,  as  I 
think,  insulting  to  the  Tlirone  of  England,  I  am  sum^ 
I  need  not  say,  that  I  am  speaking  of  the  government  of 
the  country,  <iuito  apart  from  the  illustrious  sovereign  who 
Jills  that  throue.  Well  convinced  I  am,  dial  were  (his 
question  to  be  viewed  with  reference  to  ]>er3onal  feelings 
all  possibility  of  any  communication  as  between  a  strong 
and  high  sense  of  honour  on  the  one  side,  ami  a  character 
which  has  forfeited  all  claim  to  lioiuiur  and  good  faith  on 
the  other,  would  have  ceased  U>ng  ago  and  for  ever. 

But  while  I  hear  a  minister  of  the  Crown  admit  that 
Don  Miguel  has  been  guilty  of  an  indignity  to  the  Crowu 
of  Kngland,  I  am  told  that  this  question  is  to  be  considered 


<jvi  |Mibiic  ^roimds.  \  su\m\x  this  tlistinctioii.  Kiit,  iiiAkmr; 
the  fullest  allouunce  for  it,  I  have  nndifliculty  in  statinj^  niv 
lietief}  that  Don  Miguet  has  ofl'erpd  indi/^ities  to  this  coun- 
try* which  F.n^Iand  never  would  have  home, — which  it 
would  have  lieer»  tin|i«>!<fiiblc,  consifiteatly  with  honour,  to 
•have  mbmittcd  to  in  any  case^  where  the  motives  for  for- 
liearance  could  have  l>een  mistaken.  We  have  overlooked  in 
Portu^U  what  we  never  cchiUI  have  tolerated  in  any  greater 
power.  Ilcr  weakness,  her  inftipiificance,  arc  her  |>rotec- 
tion,  and  the  justification  of  the  forbearance  of  this  GovenU 
ment.  Hut  even  to  this  forlx*arance  there  nuist  l>e  limttA. 
Moderation  in  ^vemmcnts  in  a  great  virtue.  There  is  no 
4ta*ti  that  can  afford  to  carry  it  further  than  Kn»land, 
without  incurrinf^  the  risk  of  a  stiKjiieion  injuriouK  to  the 
ohai*acter  and  honour  of  the  country. 

I  iio  not  say,  therefore,  that  we  were  to  have  fitted  out 
an  armament,  to  have  fient  an  expedition,  and  tn  have  jp^mr 
to  war  with  J'ortugal.  Certainly  not,  on  account  of  the 
internal  cliange^  in  the  country — certainly  not,  on  account 
of  tlie  alK)litiun  of  the  con.Htitution.  Witli  Hueh  changen  we 
hare  nothing  to  do.  No  man  can  carry  furthtT  than  tnyif 
se\f  the  doctrine  of  non-interference  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  forcif^  independent  states.  No  man  can  detest  nKjrc 
th«n  myRelf,  any  instigittitni — whatever  nmy  he  the  plau- 
sible prctonce — tn  intiubordinalitm  or  turbulence  in  a 
foreign  country,  however  misgoverned.  Such  a  state  (»f 
things  nyny  excite  feelings  of  strong  eouiimwion  or  di8gu^t ; 
but  I  cannot  allow  those  feelings  to  go  fuKher. 

Rut,  Sir,  iuive  these  Ix^en  the  feelings  puldiely  mantfe.'itiHl 
hv  the  Government  of  thi»  country.''  Hait  the  moral  in- 
fluence of  England  Invn  manifested  in  favour  of  the 
Usurper,  or  of  the  victims  of  this  freah  usurpation  ?  What 
IS  the  belief  and  expression  of  Europe  in  this  resjxTt  ? 
What  is  the  prevalent  feeling  in  this  country.^  Wliat  was 
the  effect  of  otir  hreathlesn  hn.<fte  in  making   an   official 
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communication  of  the  blockade  of  Oporto— of  Madeint — of 
Tcrccira.''  Wliat  was  the  eiTect  of  a  declaraxion  coming 
from  high  authority,  that  the  traitors  wlio  liad  aided  and 
abetted  Don  Miguel  in  his  usurpation  were  the  friends  of 
England,  and  tliat  those  wlio  were  suiTering  the  most 
cruel  proscriptions  and  ^persecutions,  were  the  enemies  of 
English  connexion  ? 

Sir,  I  grieve  to  a&k  these  questions.  I  grieve  to  think 
that  there  is  a  general  persuasion  on  the  continent^  that  the 
sympathy,  the  kind  feelings  of  England,  are  in  favour  of 
the  Usurper,  that  all  his  enormities  are  considered  as  atoned 
for  by  his  unrelenting  hatred  of  freedom  and  the  free  insti- 
tudiODS  of  his  country.  Sir,  I  thmk  all  thia  is  very  un- 
fortunate, and  highly  injurious  to  the  influence  and  character 
of  this  country.  It  may  please  a  few  ou  the  continent 
who,  notwithstanding  the  events  of  the  last  thirty  years, 
liave  not  yet  taken  a  true  measure  of  their  weakness;  but 
it  disgusts  the  many,  who  in  those  same  evenly  ha%'c  learut 
the  secret  of  their  strength.  Where  crime*  so  atrocious 
have  been  committed,  it  becomes  an  honest,  a  free,  and 
a  Christian  country,  to  be  specially  careful  to  avoid  e\'en 
the  semblance  of  viewing  them  with  indifference.  It  is  a 
duty  whicli  we  owe  to  public  morab  and  to  national 
honour  to  mark  such  flagrant  atrocities  with  the  stamp 
of  public  reprobation.  We  ought  not  to  cotpiet  with 
those  who  have  been  guilty  of  such  acts.  They  ought 
to  be  placed  under  a  sort  of  universal  intcnlict.  It  is  mit 
for  the  good  of  civil  society — ^it  is  not  for  the  honour  of 
thrones — it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  religion — it  is  not  for  the 
advancement  of  private  morality,  that  this  complication  of 
treachery,  this  prostitution  of  justice,  thia  contempt  for  the 
sanctity  of  oaths,  this  heartless  ingratitude,  tbese  cold- 
blooded cruelties  which  have  marked  the  career  of  Don 
Miguel  since  lie  first  landed  in  Portugal,  should  be  looked 
upon  as  matters  of  no  concern  to  the  country,  whose  sove- 


1889.] 


CONCRRKIKG    POBTDCAL. 


469 


reign  be  has  deceived,  whose  confidence  he  has  abuAcfl, 
and  whose  patience  and  forbearance,  he  appe:irft  to  mistake 
for  kindness  and  approbation. 

With  respect  to  the  other  part  of  theae  transactinns, 
they  shew,  I  must  Ray,  a  great  ipiorance  of  the  laws  of 
this  country.  Until  I  sec  all  the  docuinenta,  I  mugt  think 
that,  in  Terceira,  the  Government  of  this  country  has  exe«u 

riSud  an  interference  in  favour  of  Don  Mijjuel,  and  unfa- 
"wurable  to  the  interests  of  the  youthful  queen.  I  think,  Sir, 
this  country  has  not  done  those  Uiiu^  which  it  perhnpH 
might  have  done,  with  respect  to  the  erueltiea  practised  by 
Don  Miguel  towards  his  own  subjects,  and  with  respect 
to  the  indignities  hu  lias  olfcred  to  the  people  of  Kngland. 
I  am  glad  that  these  papers  are  to  be  produced.  The  true 
character  of  Don  Miguel  will  be  known  by  posterity,  but 
it  ought  to  l»e  exhibitefl,  at  this  moment,  in  all  its  hidoous- 
uesa ;  for  the  more  it  is  known,  the  greater  chance  will  there 
be,  that  Portugal  will  be  raised  from  her  present  state  of 
misery  and  degradation. 


DISTRESS  OF  THE  LABOURING  CLASSES— COLONIZA- 
TION—EM  Hi  RATI  ON. 

JuM  4. 

Mr.  Brougham  having  prciented  a  petition  front  llie  Manufacturen 
at  Binnin^am.  priTin^  for  ma  oltemtion  of  the  Currency,  n  dcbato 
MiHied,  in  the  course  nf  which  Mr.  Wilmot  Hnrton  rallrd  ihc  aitm. 
tioQ  of  the  HcRi«eto  the  Diitreawd  State  of  the  Labotmof);  PupaJstton, 
B»d  Ihe  propnnr  of  eocourafnag  a  nchirin*  of  EinipiUidn,  Afl«r  bo 
had  l»«jn  rrplied  to  by  Mr.  Sadler, 

Mr.HrssKTsovMud: — Sir,  the Iionourable gentleman  who 
Ice  but  is  in  an  error  a»  to  the  nwtion  now  Ixfore  the 
(ouM'.which  he  has  evidently  iniatakcn  fur  u  priip(»siiion  iti 
favour  of  emigration.  Tbctjuestion  before  theHouM.-  rcaUv 
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ist  whether  the  petition  froni  Biriuin^liam  shall  be  brought 
up.  On  tiiJH  uccafiiiiH),  at  this  peiiud  uf  the  seseiun,  and  ut 
this  hour  of  the  evening,  I  shall  Dot  attempt  to  gu  into 
the  diacu9i»iun  uf  tJie  interesting  and  important  subject  to 
which  that  fietition  roUtcs.  I  regret  tlmt  a  Hi  occasion  for 
a  full  and  fuir  discusHion  of  this  subject  has  been  lost  to  the 
Houfic  hy  an  accident 

With  respect.  Sir,  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Newark,  I  may  sayj,  that  neither  au»  1  guing 
to  diiicuss  the  im]K)rtaat  subject  of  emigrntiou ;  but 
however  that  honourable  genllenian  may  denounce  what  be 
is  pleased  to  call  **  the  theoretical  doctrines  of  political 
economy,^  I  will  run  the  risk  of  incurring  his  anger^  by 
refusing  to  subscribe  to  his  propositions.  The  honourable 
gentleman  contend^i,  that  the  true  way  to  promote  the  pio> 
sperity  of  thecountr)-  is  to  prevent  colon ij<ation.  Heh«»in 
glowing  terms  described  colonization  as  a  calamity ;  but  what. 
Sir,  have  been  the  results  of  our  experience  of  the  effects 
of  it,  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ?  When  we  have  carried 
the  English  language  to  the  fullest  extremities  of  the 
globe — when  we  have  raised  a  population  of  twelve  millions 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America — 
when  in  Canada,  which  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition  by 
the  English,  at  the  peace  of  17()3,  contained  only  sixty 
thousand  inhabitants,  there  are  now  upwards  of  a  miUioo — 
can  it  be  said,  that  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  emigration 
and  colonisation  r  My  right  honourable  friend*  is  per- 
fectly right  in  his  principle — whatever  may  have  been  the 
mortality  of  any  particular  settlement,  in  any  particular 
year,  and  under  jwirticular  circumstances,  I  trust  that 
l*arliament  will  sufl'er  the  jwople  of  this  country  to  locate 
tliemselves  in  that  fruitful  portion  of  our  North  American 
dominions.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  men  placed  in  a 
new  country,  and  in  a  new  condition,  ajod  obliged  to  adopt 
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n^whabiU,  will  not  havcfniiH.'difficiitii'fttu  ovcTconic;  but, 
will  any  gentleman  cmnpuro  their  ctimiiiitwi  wiih  tlmt  of 
th«  wretche<i  peftaanlry  of  Irt'Unti,  haviiif;  only  a  Bcajity 
Rupply  of  Iwd  food,  and  oxfionod  to  all  the  misery  ariBiDg 
from  that  irtate  of  gradual  sufferinjf  which  is  the  only  posi- 
tive check  to  population  In  old  countries. 

Sir,  I  contend  that  it  will  be  doing  an  efiHential  aernce 
to  the  cnuntrVt  to  a<]apt  a  mcnfture  which  shall  operate 
as  a  ri'Ilcf  to  Ruch  a  condition  of  the  poorer  classes.  And 
when  the  honourable  member  fur  Newark  tellit  U8,  that 
the  true  wealth  of  a  country  consista  in  keeping  at  home 
those  who  consume  it^  productions,  does  he  forget,  that  by 
pertions  going  abr^Kul  and  employing  their  skill  and  their 
CBpttal  in  undertakings,  in  which  they  cannot  be  do  well 
employed  at  home,  they  create  a  comn»erce  which,  but  for 
them,  would  ne\'er  have  existed,  and  which,  in  llie  end, 
affords  einploynK'nt  to  the  industry  and  capital  of  the 
people  at  home  i*  The  honourable  member  seems  to  im- 
agine it  impossible  to  create  a  population,  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  means  to  )k'  found  of  .sup|X)Tting  it.  He  must 
therefore,  think,  that  China  is  the  country  of  the  world  in 
the  best  condition  ;  and  that  Ireland  would  be  in  a  better 
condition,  if  its  fx>putatiun  were  ten-fold  what  it  now  ia. 
I  do  not  dispute  the  doctrine  of  thu  honourable  memlier, 
that  the  wealth  of  a  state  consists  in  its  population,  and  in 
that,  leaving  ever%-  otlier  circumstance  out  of  considera- 
tion, the  extent  of  Ireland  and  its  fertility  are  sutficitmt  tu 
support  a  population  of  ten-fold  its  prewnt  amount.  But^ 
Sir,  the  honourable  gentlenum  who  is  the  opponent  of  alt 
theortHts,  goes  beyond  all  the  theorists,  when  he  states 
such  a  proposition,  and  leaves  out  of  bis  consideration  the 
chtmges  which  must  take  place  in  every  res])cct  in  the 
country,  Iwfore  such  a  populatiim  couUl  be  pro\ided  for. 

I  do  not  deny  the  truth  of  the  abstract  proposition,  that 
Ireland  might  l>e  mode  to  supp.irt  a  pjpulutiuu  a»  doiiM.'  as 
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that  of  Middlesex ;  but  it  could  only  lie  duiie  by  finding: 
capital,  and  deviating  the  mean»  of  giving  tluit  populotifi 
employment.  The  liouourable  member  has  quoted  I>ort|| 
Buc-on,  who  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  lugh  authority  ;  but« 
in  doing  so,  he  ought  to  have  rccoUectcd,  tliat  the  samfr 
great  authority  has  also  fttated,  that  there  is  oo  abetnu:! 
proposition  wlticli  in  universally  true.  A  recommendation 
of  that  great  man,  made  in  another  of  his  workts  will  sheiiK^ 
the  propriety  of  this  observation.  Sfieaking  of  the 
which  exists  in  England  and  in  most  partu  uf  ]Buix>pe> 
says,  ^'^  if  a  man  has  nothing  else  to  do,  let  him  plant  a  iree.*^ 
Now,  nothing  can  appear  more  wise  or  more  prudent  tfaao 
that,  if  a  man  be  idle,  lie  should  plant  a  tree ;  because,  ins 
country  bke  this,  where  timber  is  in  great  request,  it  would 
in  the  course  of  time  become  of  value.  But  let  the  %amc 
man  migrate  to  the  wilds  of  Canada,  and  there  the  recom- 
mendation would  be,  to  cut  down  a  tree ;  and  thib  iii  on 
illuiitration  of  the  error  of  attempting  to  apply  tlieuries 
nil  times,  and  without  reference  to  the  actual  state  of 
country. 

I  will  not  pursue  the  subject  of  colonization  and  of  i 
gration  further  than  to  observe,  that  my  right  bonourabW 
friend,  who  has  paid  so  much  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
wlio  ho-s  furnished  us  with  such  imfxtrtant  statistic  infoft 
mation,  is  justified  in  expecting  that  we  shall  receive  the 
pmposition  which  he  is  about  to  submit.  In  that  proposi- 
tion I  cannot  entirely  concur ;  because  I  cannot  go  the  full 
length  of  thinking,  that  the  country  can  be  entirely  relieved 
from  its  present  distress  by  any  practicable  measure  uf  end? 
gration.  I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  not  to  be  one  of  the  mea- 
sures adopteil,  in  reference  to  the  general  system,  with  regard 
to  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  paupers  of  this 
country ;  but,  for  the  State  to  undertake  to  ooovcy  hurgc 
bodies  of  the  pauper  population  from  this  coimtry  to 
other  Uuds,  i&  a  step  surrounded  by  diHicultics  givatcr 


ilun  any  which  my  right   hanoni^!u  fHntif   meatsi  to' 
contempt  ato. 

Now,  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  a  system  of  emiffration  is  only 
»-iiie  and  prudent,  when  thoso  who  emigrnte  carry  with  thorn 
the  me&ns  and  the  capital  ncc^ssnry  for  their  enipJoynicnt. 
It  is  only  the  connection  of  property  with  (lopiilation,  Ihnt 
nan  render  emigration  ujteful  to  thin  country,  or  beneHcinl 
to  the  colonist*.  It  is  only  ftuch  a  principtf'  nf  emigration 
that  can  strengthen  the  colonies,  bcnetit  the  empire  from 
which  they  proceeded,  and  open  new  markcti*  to  the 
mother  country,  by  multiplying  the  cotmimption  of  her 
products.  Any  principle  different  from  this  would  only 
iocreaw  the  amount  of  misery. 
!• 


APPRK^S  ON  THE  KINHS  SPEECri  AT  THK  OPKNIVO 
OV  THE  SESSION— PISTRESS  OK  THE  PROPUCTIVK 
IKTERESTS— CirRHENCY— WAR  BETWEEN  RHRSTA 
AND  TURKEV-dREECE—PORTIJtJAL— MEXICO. 

FritrunrfA,  1K30. 

An  AddreM,  in  »n»wpr  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  Itavin^  hecii 
mnved  by  the  Em!  of  Darltngtoo^  and  •econded  by  Mr.  Ward,  tha 
member  fnr  Londnn,  mn  Amendment  wftii  morrd  by  Sir  RdvBrd 
Kaktebbttll,  «jtpro««ire  of  xh»  OutreiM  whtrb  f^ermlly  prtvmiM 
«iDafig»t  ill  th«  FrodueiiTe  Intcreeti  of  the  couotrf.  Aootber  amnnd- 
ment  wu  aUo  aajQounced  by  Uta  Mar^uu  of  Blutdior^  m  third  by  Mr* 
Protheroe,  lUid  a  fourth  by  Mr.  O'Conuell. 

Mr.  UtrsxiaMni  began  by  obserring,  that  there  had 
been  already  one  amendment  propoMd,  and  niHict; 
given  of  no  fewer  than  three  olhera.  He  wa«  far  from 
ccDsumg  the  practice  of  propoMiig  araendmentft  on  nich 
occaaont  as  the  preaent.  He  caiDc,  he  Mid,  dowft  to  the 
Uou«e  altogether  igoorant  of  the  contrnta  of  the  Hpwch 
froin  the  Thrane,  and  cviuaHv  'i^i^nanaiki  of  tJie  intention  of 
the  honourafair  baraneCy  ur  of  mny  oUwr  fcntieniaii,  to  pro- 
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pose  an  amendment;  hut  an  amendment  having  been  moved, 
and  a  dubate   having  urisun  upon  it,  he  felt  himself  cailed 
npon,  without  reference  to  the  possihility  of  praspedive 
arrangements  which  might  be  fur  rnnsideration  hereafter, 
to  express  his  upiniou  on   the  subject,  a»    to  the  simplp 
matter  of  fact,  as  regarded  the  state  of  the  country- ,^which 
was  tile  real  tjuestion  at  isRiie.     If  the  question  were  as  Co 
any  particular  mode  of  relief,  it  would  l>e  uneipially  unvrise 
and  unbecoming  to  go  into  it,  when  aasemhled  to  thank  his 
Majesty  for  his  gracious  speech  from  the  Throne;  acooid- 
ingly,   from  anv   thing  of  tliat  sort  he  should  cautiouNlv 
abstain.     Hut,  after  what  he  had   heard  from  tbe  rwhie 
mover  and  from  the  honourable  Kecunder  uf  tiie  proposed 
address — af^er  all  that  had  fallen  from  those  wlw  had  since 
addressed  the  House — and,  from   his  own  knowledge,  he 
felt  bound  to  state  his  opinion,  that  the  real  facts  of  the 
case,  as  regarde<l  the  public  distress,  were  more  correctly 
statetl  in  the  amendment  moved  by  the  honourable  Iwronety 
the  member  for  Kent,  than  in  the  address  proposed  by  tbe 
noble  lord. 
.>  Kntcrtaining  that  opinion,  whatever  might  be  his  wish  to 
abstain  from  saying  any  thing  upon  tliis  occasion,  he  wta 
no  longer  at  liberty  to  support  an  address  which   did  Dot 
contain  so  accurote  an  estimate  of  the  actual  state  of  the 
countr)',  as  was  to  be  found  iu  the  amendment.  He  thought 
it  a  material  circumstance  in  the  state  of  universal  disquie- 
tude and  dissatisfaction  that  prevailed  at  present,  not  to  pro- 
voke a  hostile  discussion  between  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  people  themselves,  and  not  to  call  down  on 
the  House  of  Conunons  reprtmch,  by  understating  the  di*- 
tre&H  and  dif^culty  oH  the  time.     The   best  ctiursc  to  be 
adopted,  in  onler  to  meet  and  overcome  theie  difttcultieb, 
was  to  look  at  and  avow  them  fairly.     He  did  not  despair  i^ 
seeing  the  country  restored  to  a  situation  of  pmsperity  ;  but, 
from  all  the  information  which  he  possessed,  be  felt  satisNed 
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^  llwl  there  i^yiricsagted  Uiat  ilegree  of  pressure  on  the  pro- 
active clauea  geberftlly,  wltich^  were  it  tn  be  permanent  or 
luag  ouncinued,  would  be  incompatible  with  their  conti- 
QUOiu  existence.  He  was  (if  opinion  that  the  country— •ajs 
far  a»  the  producti%*c  classes  were  cnnceme*l — was  in  on 
uiuati&factory  luiii  sufft-riiig,  but  lie  trusted  and  believed, 
not  in  a  decaying  and  foiling  ntate.  If  Parliament  looked 
at  the  subject  pro|K'rly>  and  acted  as  a  part  of  the  Speech 
reconunended,  he  was  firmly  persuaded  they  would  flod 
themselves  fully  cuni|)€tent  to  cope  with  tlie  enlisting  diili- 
cultieH,  and  overtK>ni€  them.  Hut  it  was  by  studying  to 
bene6t,  to  the  utnioet,  the  indiiftlrious  clashes,  that  we  could 
aloote  lay  any  solid  foundation  of  public  happiness,  or 
rerive  prosperity. 

There  were  many  things  difficult  to  be  accounted  for  in 
uur  present  condition,  but  which  Parliament  would  do  well 
to  attend  to.  Some  gentlemen  attribute<i  tlie  iliJitress  to  the 
sup|iofed  deficiency  in  the  currencyy— a  propotttion  which 
he  thtMjght  it  would  be  difficult  to  maintain  4  for  we  now 
saw  money  more  abundant  in  the  nietro|x)lis  than  at  any 
fonner  period.  We  saw  exchequer-billsT  producing  two 
and  a  quarter  per  cent,  interest,  selling  at  a  prenuum  of 
seventy-five  tihilliug^,  and  wc  saw  the  low  rate  at  which 
moo».'y  was  every  day  borrowed.  The  fact  waii,  there  waa 
a  ailagnation  in  several  parts  of  our  productive  industry^ 
and  an  ovcrBow  of  capital  in  others.  It  was  a  cause  of 
^l^sfaction  tool»er\'e,  that  the  produce  of  our  exports  last 
Hflir  exceeded  the  produce  of  the  exports  of  any  precetling 
year ;  but,  at  tlie  Hame  time,  he  knew  that  tlie  capital  and 
property  so  employed  had,  in  many  instances,  l>een  unpr<>- 
ductive.  It  would  l>c  ditHcult  to  reconcile  the  two  facts  of 
a  deficient  currency  and  a  low  rate  of  profit  In  almost  all^^ 
branches  of  productive  industry  the  profits  were  so  small 
as  Di»t  ti>  compensate  for  the  amount  of  capital  cmploved, 
or  afford  liutiicient  tttipiwrt  to  the  individuaU  whoitc  labouf  * 
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wa^  required.  There  must  !»  some  irregularity  of 
in  our  conditioa.  Circumstanced  as  wc  wore,  to  propose  t^ 
increase  the  currency  would  be  siuiiUr  to  recommending  xtk 
individual,  subject  to  too  great  and  rapid  an  action  of  th6 
blood,  to  drink  a  quantity  of  brandy. 

He  ^-ould  not  support  the  honourable  Iwronet's  amend^j 
inent,  if  by  so  doing  he  should  be  thought  to  imply 
assent   to  some  of  the  doctrines  urged  by  its  sup)x)rter4^1 
So  far  was  he  from  cxmcurring  in  those  doctrines,   that  liej 
had  heard  with  satiafaclion  what  had  fallen  (torn  the  Chan 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  answer  to  them.    He  was  Mlk^ 
6ed  that  among  the  causes  of  the  disquietude  and  dissatis- 
faction that  existed,  were  the  delusive  bojxw,  the  imfonnded 
apprehensions,  the  general  anxiety,  which  must  prevail  in  a 
country,  so  long  as  that  which  formed  the  measure  of  value,! 
with  respect  to  prO|^rty,  was  subject  to  doubt  and  cK-mge.- 
If  then  we  had  e\*en  been  in  error — which  he  was  far  from 
admitting,  but  maintained  the  contrary — in  1810.  1826,  or 
1826,  it  would  be  l>etter  to  persevere  than  to  unsettle  the 
state  of  the  country,  by  again  tampering  with  the  Cur- 
rency.   It  was  to  other  means  tlmt  the  country  must  looV 
for  relief.     An  imsettled  state  of  the  public  mind  was  one 
of  the  greatest  evils  that  could  befall  n  country. 

He  did  not  collect  from  the  speech  of  tlio  honourable 
baronet,  that  any  member  was  required  to  commit  himself 
to  any  particular  measure,  if  he  supported  the  amendmeol. 
His  right  honourable  friend  had  hinted  that  distrms  was 
not  so  general  as  the  amendment  would  make  it  appear; 
but  all  his  right  honourable  friend's  ingenuity  could  not 
prove  that  the  distress  was  confined  to  some  particular 
parts  of  tlie  country,  as  the  Address  stated.  The  produc- 
tive classes  generally  were  in  a  state  of  distreas.  Hv  he- 
lieved  tliat  this  was  owing  to  causes,  tn  many  «^  which  it 
was  beyond  the  power  of  Parliament  to  apply  a  rem«dv ; 
but  it  was  in  their  power  to  satisfy  the  countni'  as  to  what 
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the  causes  wt^re,  and  to  oifard  partial  relief,  by  giving  a 
better  direction  to  the  capital  of  the  country.  Upon  that 
point  he  differed  materially  from  the  honourable  seconder 
of  the  Address.  The  honourable  member  seemed  to  think, 
that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  in  some  of  the 
higher  denouiinations  of  the  public  Becurities  would  operate 
favourably ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  even  that  reduc- 
tion was  far  from  being  an  umnixed  good. 

He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  tlie  large  field  of  foreign 
politics,  but  he  might  observe,  in  passing,  that  his  Mju 
jestyV  Spoech  merely  jitated,  that  the  war  between  Russia 
and  Turkey  had  terminated.  This  was  the  statement  of  a 
fact,  it  had  been  eaid,  before  known  ;  but  such  Btatements 
were  not  uncommon  in  speeclies  from  the  Throne.  For  his 
part,  he  was  glad  that  it  was  stated  simply  that  the  war 
had  terminated,  without  ntiy  explanation  of  the  mode  by 
which  that  termination  h«l  been  eftected.  It  was  a  re- 
ceived principle,  tliat  the  independence  of  Turkey  waa 
neooaary  to  the  nimntenance  of  a  just  lialance  of  power  in 
Europe,  and  that  circumstance  threw  upon  Government 
the  onus  of  sliowing  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  treaty 
between  Turkey  and  llussia  contrary  to  this  princi{Je. 
However,  when  the  documents  should  t>e  beiure  the  House, 
it  would  be  time  enough  for  them  to  discuss  Iiow  far  the 
Fpirit  a£  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  July  had  been  subse- 
cjucntly  preserved.  Up  to  the  arrival  of  the  Hu^^sians  in 
Adrionople,  no  great  progress  appeared  to  have  been  mode 
in  the  cause  of  the  Greeks. 

With  respect  to  I'ortugal,  whatever  dispoation  there  had 
been,  during  the  two  last  sc^ions,  to  al)stain  fn>m  l(x>king 
into  the  quet»tion  of  our  foreign  relations,  he  hoped  that  we 
should  no  longer  avoid  an  inquiry,  which  it  was  necessary 
for  the  character  of  the  country  to  make.  A  recognition  of 
Don  Miguel  had  been  hinted  at ;  but  if  it  was  carried  into 
effect  we  ought  to  receive  more  information  on  tlie  subject 
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tlian  we  liad  obtained  last  session.  Until  wc  had  obuincil 
further  infonnation,  we  shoultl  not  be  in  a  &ituatiuQ  to  in- 
vestigate whether  we  had  properly  discharged  all  our  obH. 
gallons. 

He  had  witnessed  with  great  regret  in  bu*i  Majesty *9 
speech,  which  ought  to  advert  to  all  Diatters  of  general 
interest,  an  omissicn  of  all  reference  lo  wars  that  were  waging 
in  another  hemisphere.  There  was  a  treaty  of  peace  aud 
amity  between  this  country  and  Mexico;  and  he  should  have 
tliought,  tliat  the  efforts  made  to  prcT«nt  the  industrr  of 
that  country  from  taking  a  natural  direction — tJiat  the  at- 
tempt at  a  pn^atory  warfaiv,  inconsistent  with  the  reriTal 
of  industry  in  Mexico  and  other  states  of  the  new  continent, 
inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  commerce  and  narigaticn, 
hostile  to  the  proper  management  of  the  mines  of  SoiAh 
America,  which  it  was  our  interest  to  see  as  protluctivp  as 
poRsible, — he  should  have  thought  that  these  were  mattcfB 
which  required  some  notice,  and  he  should  have  been  gUtI 
to  hear  that  his  Majesty  continued  to  use  his  cndeavoim 
for  the  restoration  of  peace,  tranquillity,  and  securitY  h 
the  new  states ;  in  the  prosperity  of  which  this  coiralrf  had 

he  greatest  possible  interest.  It  was  not  tlje  interest?  of 
trade  and  commerce  that  were  alone  concerned — the  itnttrr 
did  not  relate  to  this  country  only.  Europe  had  ihr 
greatest  possible  interest  that  South  America  should  bea 
a  state  of  tranquillity  and  independence,  anil  that  thoae 
States  should  be  made  vahiable  and  useful  civilized  aoo- 
eties.  l^ere  was  a  time  when  those  States  looked  vp  «» 
this  country  as  a  power  ready  to  rescue  them  from  itnpmii* 
ing  dangers — ^not  by  military  demonstrations,  but  by  jto 
good  offices,  of  which  they  were  worthy  as  far  as  their  oo^ 
be  exerted,  if  not  in  reference  to  their  ]>eaee  and  iranquilBKT. 
yet  with  reference  to  our  own  interest. 

The  Hniisp  dividcKl :  For  the  Amendmont,  105.     Agmnvi  it,  ij^ 
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KASr-INUIA  COMrANYS  CHARTKR— AND  BANK  OK 
hlNOLANU  CIIAUTKH. 

J'Hnuxry  0. 

Mr.  SwirUrv  Peel  hanng-  thi«  day  idovim],  •*  Thai  ft  8*lrcC  Com- 
miltee  Ihi  appuintcd  to  ini{iiiTe  iolu  thn  prcB«nl  »Uit«  <^  the  Affair*  of 
tbe  East-lnJiaCuiupBuy,  (ttid  inlti  tlit!  Tniile  hutwoen  dtv^i  HritAin^ 
tbe  East  Indir*  and  Chinn," 

^^.Mr.  HtJsicisftON  said,  he  bad  heard  wiUi  the  greatcht 
aatiftfactioii  the  spef>ch  of  his  right  hfiuourahlo  friendy 
thereby  redeeming  tlie  plud^  given  last  Reiuion  by  the  i 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer,  that  a  Coounittee  should 
be  appointed,  which  Comniitlee  should  have  all  the  Dece»- 
sary  powers  for  instituting  a  general,  ccunprchennive,  ami  , 
effective  inquiry  into  tlie  interest*  which  conncctetl  tliia 
country  with  India.  Naonc  could  doubt)  after  the  speech 
of  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  tluH  jutjuiry  would 
embrace  ever)*  question  connected  with  the  subject.  , 

•  He  was  glud  that  the  Committee  was  so  formed,  as  to  lie,) 
enabled  to  make  a  full  and  complete  report  to  the  HousCf  t 
He  hail  heard  witli  satisfaction,  that  it  was  not  to  receive 
from  G(»vernuieut  any  preconceived  notion  or  opinions  on  , 
the  subject  of  ita  inquines.     He   agreed  with   his  right  , 
haoourable  friend,  that  in  making  alteraiionii  they  ought 
to  pnicocd  with  care  and  caution;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  sliouUl  have  been  better  pleosetl  if  his  right  honourable 
friend  had  not  exhibited  too  strung  a  bias  towards  retaining 
the  prctent  machinery,  by  which  the  trade  of  India  wm 
carried  on.     He  sliould  be  sorry  that  an  impression  should 
go  forthf  that  the  Government  had  a  bias  towards  retaining 
erery  thing  as  it  was;  atid  that  it  was  their  opinion  that 
there  ought  not  to  be  those  changes  which  the  public  voice, 
put  of  doors,  liad  said  ouglit  to  bt^  made.     To  tlic  Com- 
Bittee  would   bo    opened   a    fearfully  extensive  Held  pf 
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inquiry  ,  and  he  perfectly  agreed  with  lu»  right  honourable 
friend,  that  tlie  House  at  large,  and  not  the  Committee, 
ought  to  decide  upon  tliosc  great  subjects  wliich  sprung 
out  of  the  question.  The  extent  of  the  inquiry  inclined 
him  to  agree  with  the  honourable  member  near  him,  who 
liad  suggested  that  the  appointment  of  two  or  three 
Committees  would  be  preferable  to  the  present  course. 

He  would  take  the  present  opportunity  of  asking  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  whetlier  it  was  the  intentiou 
of  Government  to  deal  in  this  manner  with  the  Charter  of 
another  company,  which  would  expire  about  the  same  time 
witli  tlie  Charter  of  the  East-India  Company, — he  need 
hardly  say  that  he  alluded  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  And  when  he  spoke  of  the  Charter  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  he  must  say,  that  in  liis  conscience  he  believed, 
that  out  of  the  use — not  to  say  the  abuse — of  that  charter, 
had  arisen  most  of  (he  evils  and  the  difficuldes,  under  which 
the  country  was  now  labouring.  He  would  not  say  "  the 
abuse"  of  the  charter  but  the  misuse,  if  they  pleased  ;  for 
lie  had  no  intention  of  attaching  blame,  eitlier  lo  tlie 
Government  or  to  tlie  Directors.  He  would  not  go  iDto 
tliat  point  now ;  but  in  alluding  to  it,  he  must  say,  that  if 
the  productive  interest-s  of  the  country  were  now  in  diifi- 
culties,  many  of  those  tliHicultios  might  Ik*  tracod  to  the 
manner  in  which  tlie  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England  had 
Ijeen  conducted  during  the  late  war.  No  man  ctmtd  look 
dispassionately  at  the  liistory  of  tlie  lust  thirty  years,  »-itlioul 
seeing  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  Bank  of  England 
had  affected  the  property  and  the  pursuits  of  aU  cUusn 
of  the  country,  in  a  most  important  manner. 

It  was  his  own  opinion,  (hut  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  subject  to  certain  modifications,  ought  lo  be  Con- 
tinued; but  he  was  also  of  opinion,  that  there  ought  first 
lo  be  au  inquiry,  because  much  good  would  result  from 
such  a  course. 


(  «1  ) 
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KA8T  RETFOHD   PISFRAXrHISKMENT  BILL— BEFOUM 
^  OF  PAULIA-MKNT. 

Mr.  NicTiolKJn  Calvert  hanop  mo\-ed,  "  that  leave  be  piven  l» 
liringln  ft  Bill  tn  prr\-pnt  briben*  and  (*ornipHrtn  in  the  BArcmglt  «if 
Ka^t  Retford,"  Mr.  TemijKm  toovod  a.i  an  airnrmlnirnt,  *'  thnt  Ichvo 
b«  (riven  to  brini;  in  a  BiU  to  exciwlc  Uio  Borttu^h  uf  East  Rccfivil 
£mm  ftet-tini^  Biirgc»ft(»  tu  icrvc  in  Partianeai,  and  to  Fnal}le  ibr 
town  of  Birutini^hatD  to  return  tvu  representative*  in  lieu  llivrt'Of." 
After  the  origioal  mutinn  had  been  oupported  by  Mr.  BatUw,  Htid  the 
anietirfiiicnt  by  Mr.  Mardhall,  Lvrt]  Huwick,  Mr.  O'Conncll,  and 
Lord  Normanbj', 

Mr.  HtTsrissoK  rose  ami  said* — 

So  few  months  have  clapped,  nnce,  at  a  Late  period  of  Uie 
last  session,  I  had  au  opportunity  of  stating  fully  niy  views 
and  seDtiiMc*iiti>  ujxm  tJie  question  now  under  consideration, 
that  I  shall  not  think  it  neeessary  or  warrantable  to  go  over 
the  flame  ground  again  on  the  present  occasion.  I  may, 
however,  he  permitted  to  say,  that  every  thing  which  liaa 
since  occurred — every  thing  which  is  now  passing — ha^ 
confirmed  and  strengthened  me  in  ray  conviction  of  the 
im|X)rtance  of  transferring  the  elective  franchise  fnmi  East 
Retford  to  the  great  an<]  populous  town  uf  Himiinghani, 
instead  of  giving  it  to  the  adjoining  hundred  of  Bassetliiw  ; 
— has  natiKfied  me,  that  this  is  the  best  coiursc,  not  only  in 
reference  to  general  interests,  l>ut  also  the  safest  and  most 
prudent  for  those  who,  like  me,  wish  to  guard  against  the 
growing  danger  of  al)stract  and  general  reform;— of  those, 
in  short,  who,  like  me,  wish  to  take  every  opportunity  of 
erecting  a  good,  and  fortifying  a  strong,  defensive  position, 
against  tlial  formidable  aggrciuiion  ujwn  the  general  consti- 
tution of  the  Government. 
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If,  by  the  influence  of  his  Majesty ""s  Govemmeitt,  I  am 
drivea  from  tliis  position  which  I  now  oocupy-^if  the  pro?^ 
sent  profx>aition  fur  a  moderate  and  rensonablo  reform  be, 
defeated  by  means  of  that  influence — I  may  perbaps>  from 
the  same  feeling,  be  compelled  to  resort  to  anotlier;  but  if 
I  am,  it  is  one  that  I  shall  fall  back  upon  witli  reluctance, 
and  oidy  because.-  I  will  always  take  the  bi-vt  position  that 
cau  be  resorted  to,  against  what  ap|>ear6  to  me  tlie  mur 
general  danger  of  an  overwhelming  and  sweeping  chan^ 
in  the  mode  of  sending  representatives  to  this  House. 

I  have  said,  Sir, — *  if  I  am  driven  fnnn  the  position  I  no^ 
wiali  to  take  by  the  influence  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
•^because  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  that  influenc 
is  exercised  to  its  utmost  legitimate  extent  on  the  presoit 
occasion,  and  because  I  have  no  doubt,  that  without  such  j 
exercise  of  it,  we  should  be  able  to  succeed  in  procuring  i 
representation  for  Birmhigham.  WTienit  was  not  so  exer-j 
cised,  this  House  transferred  the  representation  of  GraioJ 
pound  to  the  important  town  of  Leeds ;  and  that  of  Pcnrjn^ 
as  far  as  this  House  could  effect  it,  was  transferred  to  Man*^ 
Chester.  And  yet.  Sir,  the  feeling  in  favour  of  such  a  tranv 
fer,  and  the  circumstances  which  called  forth  that  feeling,  wcpfij 
much  less  strong  at  that  peritid,  than  they  are  at  present.    M 

From  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of 
the  unsettled  and  disquieted  state  of  men^s  minds,  not  onlv 
in  what  relates  to  their  own  concerns,  but  to  abnost  evw 
question  long  dear  to  the  country*,  and  not  less  to  PoxliaJ 
ment  than  to  others — I  say,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I 
wish  that  those  who  exercise  a  preponderating  influence  is 
the  councils  of  his   Majesty's  Government,  and  who 
strangers  to  tliis  House,  had  a  more  just  sense  of  wl: 
the  Commons  House  of  Parh'ament  js,  or  ought  to  be 
least,  and  of  what  the  influence  of  public  opinion  is,  on  the"" 
practical  workings  of  our  constitution. 

Sir,  we  Jiave  had  lessons  on  this  subject,  which  ought  to 
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teach  statesmen  something  of  prospccti\'e  wiMlom.  As 
much  as  any  man  I  rejoict^  in  the  repeal  of  tlic  Test  and 
Corporation  Acts.  As  much  as  any  man  I  rejoice  in  the 
final  overthrow  of  every  ve«tige  of  the  Koman  Catholic 
penal  cotle.  As  nuu'h  an  any  man  1  rejoice  in  everv  suc- 
cessive concession  whicli  has  been  wrun^  from  prejudice— 
concessions  in  favour  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  concen- 
sions  in  favour  of  intelligence^  concessions  in  favour  of 
coninierce,  concessions  in  favoiu'  of  general  improvement. 
But  let  me  tell  gentlemen,  let  me  solemnly  warn  them,  aa 
they  take  a  retrospect  of  the  history  of  these  ctMiceHaitms, 
that  the  indeiK-ndence,  and  dignity,  and  efficienty  of  a 
legislature  (I  say  nothing  now  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment) are  at  stake,  in  not  appearing  to  yield,  till  necessity 
and  the  pressure  of  public  feeling  without  renders  resistance 
no  lunger  possible,  or  at  least  safe. 

Strongly  impressed  with  this  feeliiig  myself,  I  own  that 
at  the  opening  of  this  session  I  did  not  quite  despair — 
though  1  confess  my  hoiH^s  were  faint — that  his  Majesty's 
Government  would  take  a  different  view  of  this  question 
from  that  upon  which  they  have  hitherto  acted.  I  did  not 
wholly  despair  when  I  heard  the  noble  IokI*  who  moved 
the  Address  with  so  much  ability  and  good  feeling,  explain 
the  grounds  which  hati  induced  him,  after  sitting  in  F*ar- 
liament  seventeen  years,  to  take  the  task  upon  himself, 
usually  assigned  to  younger  memlx-Ts,  and  address  you, 
from  the  position  which  he  then,  for  the  first  time,  occupied 
in  the  House.  How,  Sir,  could  I  des|mir,  when  I  heard 
that  noble  lord  state,  that,  during  those  seventeen  ye^rs,  he 
had  been  uniformly  on  the  side  of  liberal  principles,  and 
that  he  was  prepared  to  support  the  present  Government 
as  he  had  supported,  I  believe,  that  at  the  head  of  which 
was  my  late  right  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Canning,  Wausc 
it  was  disposed  to  give  fair  play  to  those  principles,  to  adopt 
•  Thf  BwVof  Dwiington. 
2  I  S 
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those  measures,  which  had  hem  advocated  by  tlic  side  of 
the  House  on  vhieh  be  had  long  held  his  .scat ;  and,  iu 
short,  to  use  the  words  of  the  noble  Iord»  "  to  be  a  'Tary^ 
administration,  acting  upon  Whij:^  priiK-iples." 

Whun  I  heard  the  conlial  cheers  of  luany  who  sat  near 
the  noble  lord  at  this  declaration,  I  was  not  surprihed,  re-, 
collecting  that,  to  say  nothing  of  uieasiircs  to  wluch  I  have 
already  alluded,  and  for  which  the  Government  deserves 
evcrv  applause,  the  Attumey-General  js  the  same  Wanted 
and  distinguished  individual  who  filled  that  situation  iu  tlic 
administration  of  my  late  right  hunouruble  friend ;  and 
that  another  individual,*  no  longer  a  member  of  this 
House,  who  also  held  an  office  in  that  administration,  is 
now  ntost  dcserve<Ily  proniotetl  to  one  of  higher  rank  and 
greater  iunxjrlanee,  but  which  deprives  us  of  his  further 
senices.  Of  that  individual,  Sir,  I  will  only  say,  that  I 
have  long  ami  intimately  known  his  public  character,,  as  I 
knew  his  virtuous  and  gallant  father  before  hiifi ;  and^  a^ 
he  is  absent,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  tiiat  I 
know  no  man  who  will  carry  a  more  sound  minJ,  nion* 
sterling  good  sense,  more  uncompromii^ing  firmness,  and  a 
more  honest  zeal  to  correct  abuses,  into  the  exercise  of  his 
high  trust,  tlian  my  right  honourable  friend.  But  when  I 
recollected  a  litde  furtiier,  not  three  years  ago,  tlie  inaDUcr 
in  which  the  first  nomination  of  these  same  distinguisbetl 
individuals  was  assailed  by  some  of  those  who  now  applauti 
the  declaration  that  tlie  Tory  administration  b  acting  upoa 
Whig  principles,  I  own  that  I  did  infer  from  it  some  &int 
hope,  that  we  should  find  this  de<'1aration  illustrated  afiii 
made  good  in  the  present  instance.  The  more  so,  as,  if  I 
mistake  not,  we  had  not  only  the  benefit  of  the  vote, 
also  of  the  support,  of  an  ofRcial  8]>eech  in,  our  favour  i 
noble  lord,  a  near  relation  of  the  noble  earl  who  moved 
address — 1  mean  the  nieml»er  for  the  county  of  Durhani.f 

However,  Sir,  it  seems  that  I   was  too  sanguine  in  thai 
•  Mr.  AbctcToottbw.  \  \A«4\J'\\\vMal*owlclt. 
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L-xptvlalion,  And  I  can  (Mily  say,  ihat  I  greatly  rt'gri'l  thai 
the  House  is  to1>o  cirajjgo*! — roluclanlly  I  l>t?lJove— through 
thf  course  forntfvlv  pn-wrilKHl  to  thoni.  I  shall  deeply 
lament  it.  l>ecau»e,  under  sueh  eireuntatances  I  thitik  that 
the  mi|>rfssion  occvu«ionetl  ovit  of  doors  l>y  this  course 
will  be  far  from  favourable  (o  tlie  general  intereslR  of  the 
country.  It  ih  quite  imposAihle  that  any  one  in  the  situa^ 
don  in  which  I  stand  with  respect  to  a  town  of  ei^ual  im- 
|iorlance  with  ManchuMcr,  Himnnghum,or  Leedw, — one  of 
the  greatest  towns  in  |X)int  of  wealth,  and  |)ower,  and  im- 
portance, in  the  commercial  transactions  of  the  country, — 
k  is  quite  impossible  that  I  shoidd  not  almost  daily  ask 
mvsulf  the  (juestion, — *'  How  h  it  possible  for  me,  a  mem- 
bi»r  for  T*iv'fr|Kxj|,  to  doubt  the  iuqwrlance  of  such  a  town 
as  Binninghnni, — i*f  such  a  town  as  Manchester, — of  such 
a  town  as  Leeds,  iK-ing  R-prc^ented  in  Parliament  f*""  My 
constituents  must  feel  how  inconipetent  I  am  lo  discharge 
the  duties  ttsngned  me  as  their  representative;  but  still  I 
am  preporeil  to  say,  from  the  frequent  conmiunications  I 
have  with  them  (from  which  I  derive  much  material  infor- 
uulion,  to  my  own  great  benefit  and  better  qualilicatioit  for 
llie  discharge  of  my  duties  in  Parliament,)  I  am  prepared 
to  aaV)  that  my  constituents  will  freely  admit  that  the  fact  of 
tKeir  having  representatives  in  Parliament  is  a  great  and 
sulMaiitial  benefit  to  them. 

I  cannot.  Sir,  flatter  myself  that  I  was  noniinate<l  ujxni 
the  East-India  committee,  apiwinted  last  night,  out  of  any 
con^plimcnt  to  my!*elf  as  an  luiinblc  individuul.  Doubtless, 
my  name  was  placed  U|xin  the  list,  becaiiHc  I  representwl  a 
wealthy,  active,  and  important  cmnmunity.  Then,  I  asked 
myself,  if  Birmingham,  Muncbi-Nter,  and  Leeds,  had  also 
representatives  in  Parliament,  wduld  the  House  have  bwn 
able  or  inclined  to  exclude  them  frwn  lx.>ing  heartl  through 
such  representatives,  up<m  an  occadun  so  ijn|»ortant  to 
their  interest  ?    It  would  have  been  inipusidble  \!Kat 
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a  tiling  should  have  taken  place.  Last  summer.  Sir,  I 
spent  a  fortnight  niiiong  my  constituents  in  Liverpool,  and 
a  shorter  period  at  Manchester — that  great  «eat  of  the 
manufacturing  interests;  and  from  the  communications  I 
then  hod  with  the  most  influential  and  inlelb'gent  person:* 
in  Ixith  those  places,  I  derived  much  valuable  information, 
connected  with  their  }>eculiar  interests,  as  well  as  tlio»e  of 
the  country  at  large — information  which  I  never  could  have 
acquired  from  formal  deputations  to  the  Board  of  Trade- 
It  is  by  duly  consiilering  the  results  of  such  intercourse, 
and  collecting  general  opinions  on  given  subjects,  that  the 
interests  of  the  public  can  be  Ix^st  consulted.  Why  then. 
Sir,  should  places  c'apable  of  afiWding  such  sources  of 
information  be  excluded  from  the  advantages  of  represen- 
tation ?  When  I  pro[x>sed  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Marshall, 
the  member  for  Yorkshire,  sliuuld  be  placed  upon  the 
East-India  connnittee,  in  the  room  of  that  of  tlie  honour- 
able member  for  Sussex,  because  my  honourable  friend, 
the  member  for  York,  had  paid  considerable  attention 
to  the  subject  of  India,  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Sussex  had  not,  what  did  my  right  honourable  friend* 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  say  in  answer  to 
this  proposition  ?  AVhy,  that  the  committee  was  very 
numerous — that  he  had  endeavoured  to  select  and  place  io 
it  some  representatives  of  every  M-parate  interest  in  the 
country,  and  that  the  honourable  member  for  Siusscx  had 
been  nominated,  because  he  represented  the  wool  interest. 
I  own,  that  the  gravity  with  which  my  right  honourable 
friend  stated  his  reason  about  the  wool  intere&t  liad  nearl 
overcome  me;  and  I  felt  disposed  to  ask,  whether  the 
were  a  county  member  in  the  House  who  did  not  rer 
something  of  the  wool  interest,  as  well  as  the  other  inl 
connected  with  agriculture  ?  When  my  riglit  lionourabli* 
friend  talks  of  the  wool  interest  being  represented  by  the 
member  for  Su5i>ex,  I  ask  my  honourable  fricfid,  the  mem- 
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ber  for  Staffordshire,  who  is  aim  iipmt  the  committw,  and 
jndireclly  re|H*eBent«  the  hardware  and  nimcml  inttTcsts  of 
which  Bimiinf^hnin  is  the  tentre,  whothor  tho*<e  interests 
4Jo  not  doserve  to  be  directly  tTpreflenu<d  in  this  Houae  ? 
Do  not  (how*  intcreMs  form  ono  of  the  prcat  bnuichos  of 
our  national  reHOuroes?  Is  the  grc^t  town  of  liirniingtiam 
unrepresenteit,— or  the  hundred  of  DaAnetlaw  rcpreMtited, 
as  rc^farda  wool,  by  the  member  for  8u!t»{^,  and  as  regartU 
ev«r\'  thin^  else  by  the  two  momlwnf  f€»r  Nottinghainshin? — 
the  wurthior  of  seiMling  nieinl>ers  to  l*arUanifnt  ? 

But  I  turn  from  thin  point,  wbifh  is  merely  a  qucittion 
between  Basitetlaw  and  Hirmtngham,  and  one  that  docs  not 
«dmit  of  a  ilotibt,  and  ivmie  tu  another  ron^deration.  1  Raw 
lately  in  Btrniinghani  an  aAsmriation  which,  u  far  as  I  can 
analyse  its  elementa,  principles,  and  operatkHis,  tcana 
formed  exactly  on  tlif  mociel  of  the  Catholic  Association ; 
^  it  has  its  »uhMTiptions  it»  funds  )tf<  meetings,  its  di»* 
ruftsions,  and  its  great  afptator  The  pvirposo  of  this  Asso- 
ciation is  to  raiwj  a  uuiveraal  cry  for  parliamentary  refonn 
— to  ean-y  the  question  by  exaggerating  the  diffieultieo, 
abuws,  artd  distresses  of  the  countn,'.  Admiring,  as  I  do, 
ihc  talent  of  the  gentleman  who  presided  at  the  late  Bir- 
mingham meeting,  I,  for  <me,  would  much  rather  see  that 
gentleman  in  the  House  of  ComnHms — ait  fortunately  I  see 
tbi'  honourable  member  for  Clare  in  the  Mou^e  of  Com- 
mons— I  would  ratlier  see  the  chairman  of  the  Birmingliam 
meting  here  as  the  repreoDDtAtive  of  that  town,  than  pre- 
siding over  9uch  an  association,  and  sending  forth  thotie 
statements  and  appeals  to  the  country,  which  it  perhaps 
too  prone,  at  the  prcM^t  moment,  to  act  on  the  apprehen- 
sions generattnl  by  them.  These,  Sir,  are  the  reasonn 
whicli  induce  me  to  sup(>ort  the  amendment  projxjscd  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Bletchingley-  If  it  be  lost, 
I  shall  have  no  further  concern  in  the  buftiness;  for  it 
I  ahDOBt  indiiTerent  to  me— {at  Ica&t  1  find  little  con- 


488 


KEPREBKlH'AnON   OV  VAMOteSTER, 


[FA. 


solation  in  the  alternative)— whether  tlic  rcprtsentaiior* 
reuiaiii  in  the  rolteu  boroupJi  of  Kaat  Retford,  or  be 
uxtendcti  U^  the  adjuining  hundn.'d  of  Bassetlnv. 

j'ho  HmiPe  ilividwl :  Forlhe  ong^innl  mnlion,  l^fi.     Fur  Mr.  T« 
nysfiu's  anicndmeut,  99.  *  Of  whom,  Mr.  HusWraon  wm»  onr. 


LORD  JOHN  RUSSELL'S  MOTION  FOR  A  BILL  TO  EJ 
ABLE  MANCHESTER,  LEEDS,  AND  BIRMINGHAM.  TO 

RETURN  MISMBERS  TO  PARLIAMENT. 

tWT' 

Fcbrunry  23. 

This  day,  Lord  Juhn  RussqII  muvcd  for  U*ave  to  briofr  in  •  Bill 
**  to  pnuble  the  towns  of  Manchcstrr^  Leeds,  and  Birminghant  to  r^ 
torn  Rcprcsentutiv'cs  to  Hcrvo  in  Parliument,**  After  the  motion  hkd 
been  seconded  Ity  Mr.  Wilhraltnni,  Lurd  Sandon  moved,  aji  aii  amend* 
ment,  '*  that  it  '\*  expedient  that  all  Borouf^htt,  in  which  gTa»<«  and 
Dotorious  corruption  shall  be  proved  to  prevail  extensively^  fhall 
iximt  (ii  return  members  to  serve  in  Parliament;  that  the  right  of 
retnrning  members  to  serve  in  Parli  ament  so  taken  lirom  nny  Borouf  b 
which  nball  have  been  proved  to  have  been  guihy  of  bribery  and  cor- 
niption,  shaU  be  given  to  some  ^'&t  unrepresented  town,  or  lo 
■ome  one  of  the  larg^est  counties  ;  and  that  it  w  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  consider  of  furthpr  inconM  to  detect  and  prm'ctit  corruption  in  the 
clecliim  of  members  of  Parliament."  The  oripnnl  motion  was  sop- 
ported  by  Lord  Morpeth  and  Dr.  Lnsbioglon,  and  nppostal  by  Mr. 
Horace  Twiss,  General  Gaacoyne,  Lord  Vailetortt  Sir  Georga 
Murray,  and  Mr,  Wjun. 

-  Mr.  HcsKissoN  rose  and  said  : — * 

-  It  16  not,  Sir,  my  intention  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Iluuse  for  more  titan  a  few  inotnents.  However  much  It 
may  liavc  been  my  wish  to  enter  fully  into  the  discti*- 
sion,  tite  state  of  my  health  will  not  permit  me  to  do  so 
at  this  moment;  but,  at  the  <«me  time,  I  cannot  gi**? 
a  silent  vole  on  the  question.  My  noble  friend  who 
proposed   the   amendment  has    told  us,   thai   he    comes 

-  w    -  "^-'•TrotnTAt.Utiitoiaim'ftM.S.not**."'    •'^'*- 
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to  the  view  which  he  hns  taken  on  the  ttubjet't  with  cuo- 
siderable  (lifficulty,  ami  after  much  consultatiuu  with 
Ills  friend^t.  I  oIao  cuq  tiay,  that  in  like  numTicr  I 
Imve  (XNiio  to  tJie  view  which  I  take  on  the  mbject.  After 
ronudiTablo  deliberation  and  reflection,  and  I  ani  w.irry 
that  I  du  nut  lake  the  Hanie  view  of  it  na  tliat  wliieh  has 
b«en  adopted  by  my  noble  iricnd,  the  mover  of  the 
amendment.  My  noble  friend^s  amendment,  if  I  under- 
Mood  h,  goes  in  the  first  [)]a(*e,  to  state,  that  it  h  nuiet 
de^ralile  that  these  great  manufacturing  districLs  should 
have  a  direct  representation  in  this  House.  He  thus 
comnMnocR  by  admitting  the  existence  of  the  grievaiMse; 
and  «o  far  I  go  along  with  him  in  hiR  view  of  the  case. 
But  I  next  find  my  noble  friend,  instead  of  applying 
A  remedy  to  this  great  practical  and  acknowledged 
evil,  coming  forward  with  the  jiropoeition,  that  whenever 
three  boroughs  should  happen  to  be  guilty  of  a  great 
eiiine,  their  franchise  shall  be  tTaniifeiTed  to  the  three 
large  manufacturing  towns,  Manchester,  Leeds,  and  Bir- 
mingham. The  reraedvi  therefore,  which  my  noble  friend 
pn>po«es  for  this  great  evil  <le|wnds  upon  the  detec- 
tion of  a  great  crime.  But  I  bc^  to  remind  him,  that 
upon  this  very  qucstiuu,  as  to  tlie  detection  of  guilt  in  a 
bonyugh,  which  he  makes  anterior  to  the  application  uf 
•  remedy  to  the  existing  evil, — upon  this  very  qiiestion 
the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  have  never  been  able 
to  agree.  Therefore,  if  this  House  should  vote  that  the 
mm-TCpreiientation  of  those  great  towns  is  a  great  prac- 
tical evil,  and  that  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the  de» 
tection  of  guilt  on  the  paK  of  delinquent  l>on>ugl)s.  It 
would  be  hojwless  for  us  ever  to  attempt  a  remwly  for  it ; 
since,  as  ha«  been  seen  in  the  ca&es  of  East  Aetford  m>d 
PenryQ,  we  should  never  be  able  to  apply  it. 

It  is  upon  these  grounds,  Sir,  that  I  cannot  sup^wrt  lite 
amendment  proposed  by  my  noble  friend.     NcitUer  ctuv  I 
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consiiler  the  observations  of  my  right  honourable  friend 
bcluw  ine,*  piwscsjied  of  much  weight ;  for  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  he  insists  would  pnn-ent  the  Houtae  from 
exercising  its  judgment  and  discretion  in  all  future  time. 
I  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  go  into  the  details 
which  have  been  dwelt  upon  by  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend,  the  under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.'f 
— details  which  were  grbunde<l  principally  upon  the 
great  danger  of  innovation,  and  which  consisted  of  argu- 
ments that  may  be  found  in  any  speech  made  of  late 
years,  either  against  reform  in  Parliament  or  upon  the 
Catholic  question.  Neither  do  I  conceive  it  necesBary  on 
this  occasion  to  travel  into  the  uide  question  of  Parlia- 
mentary reform.  I  c*annot,  however,  avoid  observing*  in 
reference  to  the  arguments  which  have  been  drawn  from 
the  union  with  Scotland  against  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  that  such  arguments  are  dt-sening  of  but 
little  notice ;  recollecting,  as  I  do,  that  upon  every  occa- 
sion, when  it  has  been  obviously  neccssar>'  for  the  good  of 
the  country  and  for  tlie  essential  interests  of  llie  sute, 
to  depart  from  the  mere  letter  of  the  act  of  union.  Par- 
liament has  always  done  so,  and  it  would  indeed  be  con- 
trary to  common  sense  to  follow  a  different  line  of  conduct 
The  self-same  arguments  were  applied  to  the  great  measurt 
of  last  session,  which  was  charged  as  a  departure  from  the 
act  of  luiion  \«ith  Scotland,  and  were  then  triumpbandy 
refuted.  My  right  lionourable  friend,  when  he  lays  so 
much  strusH  upon  the  arguments  drawn  from  tlte  act  of 
union  with  Scotland,  should  bear  in  mind  that  that  act 
would  not  be  nearly  so  much  departed  from  by  adopting 
Che  proposition  of  the  noble  lord,  as  it  has  been  long 
since  departed  fn:)m  by  the  introduction  of  a  hundred  new 
members  into  this  House  in  consequence  of  the  legialatire 
union  with  In>land.  This  question,  then,  should  be  deter- 
mined by  its  justice  and  iitness;  and  the  House  in  deciding; 
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it  should  ask  iUself,  what  injunr'  or  inju^tice  it  can  iiiHict 
upon  Scotland  hy  conferring  an  essenlial  1)cncrit  uptm 
England  ?  By  the  adniissioD  of  my  nublc  friend,  tlie  uu>Ycr 
of  the  amendment,  and  of  all  who  have  spokrn  in  nupport 
of  it,  we  are  notv  dealinj^,  not  with  a  fanciful  and  tlworitical, 
but  with  u  real,  practical,  ami  ascertained  evil.  Now, 
by  givTOg  repreaentatires  to  those  three  great  manufactur- 
ing districts  the  House  will  at  once  provide  fur  the  evil 
under  which  they  are  at  present  ^uf^ering,  and  wliich 
nuiterially  aifcct  their  intereKtH,  concerns,  and  pur8uit&  In 
giTing  the  bill  its  aupport,  the  House  will  be  giving  a 
diirect  representation  to  manufacturing  districts,  |)os(*es(iing 
a  vast  mass  of  population,  wealth,  and  iudustr)',  and 
having  daily  interests  to  support,  and  claims  to  urge  io 
this  House,  and  who,  consetjuently,  have  a  right  to  be 
represented  hen?.  And  I  will  further  say,  after  tJie  decision 
recently  come  to  by  ll»e  House,  on  the  ca^  of  East 
IWtford,  that  the  only  course  left  for  mc,  in  order  to  guard 
myself  against  the  risk  of  entailing  any  indefinite  change 
or  speculative  alteration,  in  the  frame  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  the  manner  in  which  it  is  now  constituted. 

I  have  ever  been — I  now  am — I  shall  continue  as  much  as 
ever — an  enemy  to  what  is  called  parliametiLary  reform  on 
principle ;  that  is,  to  any  general  reform  in  the  formation 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  is  foundixl  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  theoretical  improvement.  Any  such  plan  of  r^ 
form,  I  am  convinctxl,  and  all  history,  all  experience,  lU 
knowledge  of  human  nature  and  human  paiwiona,  bean  me 
out  in  tiie  conviction,  however  it  might,  for  a  neoMm  or  two, 
adopt  itMdf  safely  to  ordinary  and  ({uict  timcft,  wmdd  upon 
the  tint  great  excitement  of  popular  fnr-linf^  (and  micli  rx- 
citements  arc  inevitible  in  every  form  of  •ociety)  subvert 
the  whole  frame  of  the  constitution,  am)  ftuUtitute,  for  Ui« 
security  and  protection  of  a  well-regulolMl  Govemrnriit, 
either  the  evils  of  democracy  or  those  of  deapuiiMu ;  or 
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more  prohably  the  dreadful  visitation  of  both   theme  tynovn 
nies,  in  their  natural  order  of  succession.     Nothing,  I  am' 
w^  aware,  is  so  cosy  as  to  take  to  pieces  and  to  hold  up  b^  * 
paratcOy  to  trial  and  condeuination  the  different  description^ 
of  franchise  and  modes  of  election,  by  the  exercise  of  whii 
the  present  House  of  Commons   is   created — ^nothing  sa 
hopeless,  a»  to  defend  eacli  seiMuate  part,  when  thus  bro 
up  to  be  arraigned  abstractedly  from  ibe  whole.    I  think 
a  waste  of  time,  and  pcr\'crsion  of  common  sense,  to  looK 
at    our   constitution    in    tliis  way.      If,   therefore,   I 
challenged  to  say,  whether  I  am  prepared  to  advocate  thM 
or  that  particular  description  of  elective  franclusc,  whJdw 
prevails  in  tliis  or  that  jiarticnlar  borough,  I  will  only  anfiv 
the  question  by  saying,  that  I  look  to  t)ic  whole  as  <me 
gregate — that  if  the  present  frame  be  once  taken  to  piecM^ 
no  man  could   put  it  together   again,   and  that  1  do  noi 
believe  that  the  wisdom  of  man — (always  recollecting  in  old 
societies  how  that  wisdom  is  controuled  and  swayed  by  pRs4j 
sions,  prejudices,   and  interest) — could  create  another  and' 
a  new  frame  that  would  look  as  well,  and  last  as  long, 
the  present  one. 

On  a  late  occasion,  I  stated  to  the  House,  that  as 
op|>onent  to  all  wholesaJc  reform — to  all  reform  upon  pri»- 
ciple — I  am  very  desirous  to  transfer  the  elective  franchise 
from  East  Retford  to  Birmingham,  as  the  tueons  of  justify- 
ing my  defensive  position  against  that  class  of  rcformi 
My  right  honourable  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  E: 
chequer,  thought  tliis  would  be  a  dangerous  move,  and 
kindly  adviseil  me  to  make  my  stand  in  the  hnUow 
swamp  of  Kaat  Retford,  only  masking  the  untenable 
ness  of  that  {x^ition  by  extending  it  to  the  lines  of 
law.  And,  Sir,  he  had  the  further  kiDdnesi,  wben  he 
found  I  was  not  convinced  by  his  good  adWce,  to  bring  up 
all  his  well-trained  and  well-disciplined  forces,  to  prevent  my 
movement  to  Birmingluuu.     In  tliat  measure  he  was  sue- 
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cwsful,  and  thereby  rendered  the  present  nujtian  of  tUe 
noble  lord  necessary.  But  I  ain  convinced  that  hid  stuceew 
has  only  increased  the  danger  against  which  he  i»  ouxiouii 
to  guard  hinuelf.  I  am  convincetl  that  he  would  Ik>  more 
secure,  if  he  could  satisfy  (he  ju»t  expectatiunis  uf  thcuw 
three  great  districts,  of  which  Birmingham,  ManchesttT. 
and  Lcodft,  may  l)e  considered  tlic  heati  quarlors. 

The  question  now  iK'fore  us  is — wliether  greater  danger 
would  accrue  to  the  cunntitutiun,  luid  lu  the  e^kititence  of  a 
good  feeling  on  llw  jmrt  of  the  f>eople  of  thiti  country  to- 
wards the  House  of  Coinmuns,  by  giving  tiie  repa-bentative 
franchise  to  tliese  exteii»ive  manufacturing  districtHf  than 
by  withholding  it.  Will  any  man,  Sir,  contend  that  (lie 
want  of  representatives,  with  whom  titey  could  be  in  '*«ilj[,,, 
cunmiunication,  and  who  would  effectually  watch  over  and 
protect  their  important  interests  in  the  legislature,  is  not  a 
great  hardsliip  upon  tbe  population  of  those  districts  ? 
Surely  tlie  grunting  »uch  a  necessary  privilege  to  llieni, 
could  in  no  way  endanger  our  liberties  or  uur  ounstitution  ! 
To  say  that  the  interests  of  those  important  districts  are 
better  attended  to  in  Parliament,  in  cun»e<|uence  of  their 
not  havHng  representatives  in  this  House,  is  a  |>ar)uIox 
wiiic-h  I  am  sure  no  honourable  gentlesiian  is  prepared  tu 
defend.  My  right  honourable  friend  near  me  is  opposed  to 
the  transference  of  Uie  franchise  tu  Uiese  tliree  great  towns — 
the  capitals  of  their  resjxictive  manufacturing  districts, — 
until  we  sliull  have  tlie  same  number  of  corrupt  boroughs 
diofranchiscd.  He  says,  that  the  district  of  Halifa\  is 
superior  in  amount  of  population  to  any  of  those  towns ;  and 
he  asks,  why  should  not  a  call  be  made  fur  a  representative 
for  ShefKeld,  upon  the  same  principle  as  that  upon  whicli 
this  motion  is  founded  ?  But  it  should  be  reconnected,  that 
Ixxxls  is  the  capita]  of  the  woollen  manufacture,  and  tliere- 
fore  may  be  justly  taken  as  the  representative  of  that 
interest;  that  ShctKeld,  though  with  a  hu-ge  |K>pulation, 
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and  an  extetiBive  manufacture,  would  be  fully  rcpreicnted 
hj  Bimiinghani,  which  is  the  head  ofall  that  manufacture; 
and  that  Manchester  is,  in  a  certain  degree,  justly  regardi-d 
as  the  capital  of  the  cotton  Diaiiufacturc.  Thus,  by  giving 
the  franchise  to  these  three  great  towns,  all  those  difterent 
interests  would  be  represented  in  this  House. 

My  right  honourable  friend,  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Dej>artmcat,   gave  thifi  Fiouse   to  understand, 
upon  a  former  evening,  that,  on  some  future  oocason,  he 
may  acquiesce  in  panting  the  franchise  to  these  towns. 
Now,  Sir,  I  contend^  that  if  we  are  to  give  representatives 
to  these  manufacturing  districts  at  any  time,  it  sliould  lie 
done  now*     This  is  the  occasion  for  giving  them  that  pri-  * 
Tilege,  if  we  are  to  give  it  to  them  at  all.     But  I  am 
afraid,  Sir,  that  whatever  this  Houw  may  do,  or  herea 
be  inclined  to  do,  it  will  be  difiappoiuted  in  its  eflbrls  by 
opposition  in  another  place.     I  fully  concur  in  the  opinii 
expressed   by  a  noble  friend  of  mine,   the   late  Foreign 
Secretary,*  who,  when  a  member  of  this  House,  said,  thai 
one  of  the  greatest  blots  on  tl»is  country,   in  the  e%*<'s  of 
all  intelligent  and  well-infunneil  persons,  was,  that  sui 
an    im|M)rtant   class  as   tlie   great    manufacturing    pecu- 
lation should  be   almost  entirely  withuut    representatives 
in  rarliament.r    In  like  manner,  tlie  late  Karl  of  Liver- 
pool, when  a  bill  was  sent  up   from   this  House,   trans- 
fcrring  the  elective  franchise  from  GranJpouud  to  Leeds, 
stated,  tlwt  it  would  be  desirable  tlmt  the  words  "  Leeds 
and  Yorkshire,*^  should  be  omitted  in  the  bill,  and  the 
selection  of  the  place  left  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown. 
And  what  did  my  noble  friend  add  upon  that  occasion  ?  mm 
He  said,  that  if  il  were  left  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crowi^^^^ 
to  select  the  place,  it  would  1)e  understood  that  the  fraiK 
chise  would  be  given  to  some  large  and  populous  town. 

It   is,   Sir,   upon    such    principles,   that  I  ?up{K)rt  tfie 
noble  lord^s  motion  on  this  occasion.     We  ought  not  to 
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allow  technicalities  to  stand  in  the  way  of  real  pnicticJil 
iuiprovenient&.  The  Government  aiul  the  I.e^islature  must 
keep  pace  with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  They  sliould  ndtlier 
\yv  behind  it,  nor  before  it.  I  do  not  think  it  safe  for 
Guveminent  never  to  come  down  with  any  important 
measure  of  reform,  until  tliey  arc  driven  to  do  bo  by  over- 
whelming majoritieH.  My  noble  friend  wiu)  haii  pro^KMed 
the  ameadment  is  young,  and  he  will  live  to  Kee  the  day. 
wlieii  the  representative  franchise  must  be  granted  to  the 
jpreat  manufacturing  difltricta,  I  candidly  confe&s  I  think 
that  that  time  is  fast  approaching,  and  tliat^  one  day  or 
other,  his  Majesty's  Ministerti  will  come  down  to  lliis  Ilniifn' 
to  propone  Kuch  a  measure,  an  nec^wary  for  the  safety  and 
salvation  of  the  country.  I  think  there  is  little  chance  of 
seeing  the  elective  franchise  extended  to  tijese  Ifiwns  by  the 
dirfranchinement  of  rotten  borough*,  by  reason  nf  the 
opposition  to  be  encountered  in  another  place;  and  I  would 
recommend  the  noble  lord,  if  be  should  obtain  leave  to 
bring  in  It  bill,  to  provide  in  it,  that  u  committee  of  this 
House  shall  be  com^ietent  lo  decide  llie  question  in  future; 
and  that  whenever  it  shall  have  AutHclent  exndcticc  laid  be- 
fore it,  that  a  borough  has  been  guilty  of  corruption,  it 
Hholl  report  the  same  to  the  HoUKe ;  that  the  subject  hhall 
then  be  referred  tii  a  second  txjmmittee,  as  a  committee  of 
appeal,  who  shall  again  take  all  the  facts  of  the  case  into 
consideration;  and  that,  if  that  second  committee  should 
cootirm  the  convictioa  made  by  the  first,  the  ditifranclii (ce- 
ment of  the  Inrougli  shall  forthwith  take  p\acv,  without 
rendering  it  necessary  to  submit  our  privileges  or  our  rights 
to  the  judicature  of  any  tribunal  elsewhere.  That,  Sir,  I 
think,  the  bent  way  to  [iroceed,  insteiul  of  going  before  an 
unwilling  jury,  and  before  parties  who  can  thwart  all  our 
eifortA  to  aasert  our  privileges.  There  ia  nothing  new 
in  this  princi])le.  It  is  acted  upon  by  every  election 
coiomittee  of  this  House.     1  will  only  uienliun  the  instance 
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o£  the  Bath  election  committee,  who,  wIkh  comiptioD  i 
prcned  sg&inst  the  corporation,  decided  that  every 
pa^Hng  scot  and  lot  in  that  city  were  entitled  to  vote.  Tbiis 
establishing  a  principW  which,  if  uct^l  u{X)n  in  other  pi 
in  ICnirland,  would  introduce  a  far  greater  change  in 
representative  system,  than  ever  could  be  effected  by  the 
measure  which  I  have  recommended.  I  despair  of  cTcr 
seeing  the  representative  franclii.se  transferred  &om  a  rotlai 
boruiigh  to  a  populous  manufacturing  district,  unlen  in 
some  such  way  as  that  which  I  have  mentioned.  I  am 
on.viuus  that  the  fair  claims  of  these  great  towns  ti) 
send  representatives  to  Parliament  should  lie  strongly  im- 
pressed upon  the  legisbture.  It  is  ujxm  such  groundi 
that  I  support  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord.  TIk 
motion  would  certainly  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  toe 
if  it  had  gone — a^i  I,  the  oilier  night,  rccoumiended  the 
UouK  to  do,— to  transfer  at  once  the  franchise  from  East 
Betford  to  the  populout>  and  important  town  of  Birming'- 
ham ;  hut  I  hope  that,  however  the  noble  lonl  ami  my^ 
self  may  diifer  in  some  details  on  tlie  road,  we  shall  arrive 
together  at  tlie  end  of  our  journey. 

llie   Uouae    diridcd:    For    Lord    Jolm   Russcll^s   mutiuD,    1#. 
A^iost  it,  MB.    Majority  s^inRt  the  motion,  iS. 


LORD  PALMERSTONS  MOTION  RESPECTING  THE 

AFFAIRS  OF  PORTUGAL. 

March  10. 

This  day  Lord  Palmerston  moved  for  the  prodncrioii  of  nui^ 

Paper*,  to  explain  the  port  which  the  British  Government  h«d  tifca 

in  the  AfTnint  of  Portupnl.     The  molton  having  been  nuppcrtnl  hv 

Lord   John   Russell,    Lord   Morpeth,   Mr.    E.  Dnvrnport,  nad   Sif 

Fnmci*  Burdutt,  and  opposed  hy   Mr.   Hcrric*,    Mr.   Calcraf^  ud 

Air.  Sccrclary  Peel, 

Mr.  HusKiBsoN  rose  and  said  :— 

The  motion  of  my  noble  friend  is  not  founded  upon  idle 
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curi<»ffltv,  or  a  wisli  lo  iiiliTnuilillf  improperly  in  the 
(liploinatic  irftntoictions  of  thi«  eoiintr\'  with  athrr  rtnloiL 
But  surely.  Sir,  it  will  not  be  doniecl  to  ut,  that  it  \n  the 
right  (iml  duty  nf  Pnrtiatiient  in  waU-li  over,  ami  if  necvs- 
sary  to  co«tn»l  the  fopi'ifjn  jKilirv  of  ihe  GoTtniment. 
Surely  it  will  not  l»e  dettiwl  to  us,  that  it  is  «)nc  of  otir 
hip;hc>ftt  finctions  to  entpdne  how  far  that  policy  ia  con- 
MMent  with  the  ^>ennanent  interest*  i»f  the  eonntry ;  ami 
abin-e  all,  that  it  liecoiiK-s  us  not  loncplccl  thnt  duly,  when 
*  question  has  ariwni,  «n<l  in  rww  pendiup,  which  affeeta  not 
only  the  public  interefit,  but  the  honour,  the  good  name, 
ami  the  station  of  Enj^laud  in  the  o^tlniution  of  the  wtirld 

Sir,  it  woA  well  ol)w.'rveil,  at  the  I>eginning  of  the  session, 
by  my  riglit  Jionourable  friend,  the  member  for  InvemesM 
shire,*  that,  for  the  two  last  years,  Parlisuient  had,  in  a 
manner,  alKli<ate<l  all  exerrisc  of  il«  just  authority  in  thn»*r 
rwspeitft.  He  was  certainly  correct,  and  I  can  only  ^y, 
that  I  winh  we  may  not  some  day  have  cauw  to  rc|K*nt  of 
thnt  ncfjU-ct.  If  ministers  dew-r^-c  the  prai^L*  of  ha^Hnp, 
during  that  period,  deferred  to  the  judjpnent  of  Pariiainrnt, 
and  the  influence  nf  (niblic  opinion,  and  sacriHred  their 
own,  upon  ftome  quentionfl  of  the  hiphest  impnrtnnce  in  our 
(Umiestie  jH>licy,  is  it  too  much  to  empiire,  whether,  by  the 
like  eour^,  a  more  salutary  direetion  might  nut  have  been 
given  to  their  foreign  j>olicy.  In  foreign  pobcy  the  Go- 
remment  ban  had  ita  owii  way — in  the  gn.'at  feature  of  oiir 
diHiicstic  policy  it  hiw  wist^ly  yielde<I  to  an  iinpul»e  not  its 
i/wn;  and  I  think  I  may  state  as  the  riKuh«  llutt  if  it 
■tandj)  higli  for  the  latter  conduct,  it  has  acquin^t  any 
thinfi;  but  cretlit  for  the  former,  in  the  e»tiniation  of  the 
intelligent  and  w«'ll-informed,  not  oidy  of  Knglaud,  but 
of  every  country  of  Kumpe,  in  which  )Hditicul  diM'UK* 
fiion  h  permittefl,  and  in  which  men  an*  allowed  to  lake 
•n  intcrcvt  in  public  aOain^ 

•  Mr.  fTuirl^  f;r«T»t. 
VOL.  111.  S    K 
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It  wniild  toad  mc  into  too  vitlc  a  field  for  the  debate  of 
this  evening,  if  1  wen-  to  eonip«ro  gonorally  llic  fdluatioa 
in  which  liiia  country  now  stands,  with  that  wliich  it  occu- 
pifd  boforc  wc  fell  into  this  state  of  apathy  and  indifferencv 
to  our  I'oroipi  concerns.  I  may*  however,  l>e  pcrniiiteiJ  U> 
state — ontl  1  do  it  without  fear  of  contradiction — tJiat  when 
that  great  ralamity  befel  Kngland,  the  death  i>f  Mr.  Can- 
ning, this  country  was  respected  and  looked  up  to,  from 
one  end  of  Eurojw  to  tlie  other — every  whore  the  real 
friends  of  order,  of  peace,  of  national  improvement,  feJl  • 
juKt  confidence,  that,  with  Mr.  Canning  at  the  head  of 
afFiiirs,  Kngland  wils  on  tlieir  side;  that  she  was  not  h'kely 
to  countenance,  by  her  counsel*  or  her  con<hicl,  the  mis- 
chievous sclienies  iind  restless  views  of  either  ctf  the  tirro 
extreme  parties,  which  unfortunately  exist,  nwre  or  less,  in 
every  part  of  the  continent^-etpially  adverse  to  the  inci>p- 
dit>le,  but  highly  <langerous  folly  of  those  who  are  endea- 
vouring to  bring  every  thing  in  the  institutions  of  civil 
society  back  ti>  what  thcv  were  before  tlie  Frcneh  revolu- 
tion, and  of  those  who  wislt  to  revive  and  again  call  into 
activity  the  spoliating  spirit  of  that  revolution,  and  again 
tu  deroohsh  the  landmarks  of  pro(>erty,  and  dititurb  llie 
|)eace  and  settlement  of  Eiiroj>e,  as  fixwl  in  the  year  1815. 

Whatever,  Sir,  maybe  the  defects  of  the  gtnerol  arnmgo- 
ments  uinung  the  great  powers  of  Kuropc  made  at  that 
period,  they  have  certainly  preserved  it  in  peace ;  and  the 
nations  have  iK-come  so  sensible  of  its  blessings,  that  IImJ 
statesman  must  be  little  less  than  insane  who  seeks  ^^| 
revive  the  caliunitic«  of  war.  For  my  own  part,  I  must 
declare,  that  I  ab'purc  all  community  of  fi'cling  with  thiwe 
who  wish  again  to  disturb  ihe  rc(x>se  of  Kuro|)e.  Notliin}; 
but  the  preservation  of  nationjd  honour,  or  of  national  inde- 
pendence, could  justify  a  renewal  of  hostilittes. 

It  has  been  truly  stated,  tliat  Mr.  Canning  had  i>o  sli 
in  the  formation  of  tJic  Portuguese  constitution  ;  and 
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tact  lA  so  notoriouH,  that  no  ar^firnic-ntA  nrc  rpquirod  tn 
|irove  it.  But  that  Mr.  Canning  never  interfuretl  con- 
cerning this  constitution  is*  Sir*  a  very  different  pro{KK 
siliui).  I  am  able  to  bear  my  iiersonal  testimony  to  the 
feelings  of  Mr.  Canninj^  on  the  subject  of  the  Portu^uew 
constitution;  for  it  so  happcncti,  that  I  wo.**  in  hh  cunv 
pany  wheu  tidings  were  transmitted  from  Pariii  of  tliat 
constitution  havinj^  lieen  brought  to  KurojK*  by  Sir  CbarleK 
Stuart,  and  the  mode  in  whieli  it  had  lieen  received  in  l*nr- 
tiigal,  and  the  vexation  expressed  by  him  upon  the  oci'atiion 
waa  extreme.  He  took  great  pidn^t  to  miike  it  known  that 
he  had  not  advi!^*d  the  giving  nf  that  constitution ;  but 
since  it  had  l)ecn  given,  he  did  not  refuse  it  his  anmte- 
nance.  Considering  who  wan  the  bearer  of  that  confltitii- 
tion  to  Kurope*  and  considering  tlxe  activity  of  Sir  Charles 
Stuart,  who  waji  stated,  in  a  despatch  of  Sir  Wilham 
A^Court,  to  be  soUcitoufl  for  its  adoption,  it  was  a  very 
natural  inference  on  the  part  of  the  Portuguese,  ^hat  this 
country  wu>>  anxiiiutt  to  su|)|K)rt  it. 

In  tlie  autumn  after  it  had  iieen  sent  to  Europe,  it  wa9 
Acknowledged  by  persons  of  all  classes  in  Pnrtngsl ;  ami 
when  a  faction,  supported  by  8])ain,  or  an  it  was  deserilN*!! 
by  Mr.  Cuiuiing,  *'  a  furious  fanatical  cnlial  swaying  the 
King  of  Sjmin  in  his  own  cabinet,*'  and  suppliii t  with  arm<t 
am)  stores  from  thence,  made  it:^  appearance  in  op|M»iliou  l<> 
the  constitution,  a  fcwce  wns  sent  hy  Great  liritnin  to  pro- 
tect Portugal  IJcxun  the  invasion.  After  stu'h  ciHiduct, 
it  was  in  vain  to  state  that  we  did  mit  undertake  to  defend 
tlie  constitution  against  foreign  cnenueH:  from  that  moment 
the  connection  iK-tween  (ireat  llritain  und  Portugal  was 
uicntitied  with  the  niainteuauce  of  tluMt*  free  iitslitutionft. 
and  from  lliat  mnnwnt  Portugal  wa.-*  necewiarily  dividnl 
into  two  partie« — British  and  Spanish.  I  can  furllicr 
«wcrt,  that  fn»in  the  nuinivBt  niir  ninliaMador  nl  \  irtuiti 
the   prulueol   cMXacraing    the  govrrtminit  of  P'*' 
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tu^l,  from  tliat  iDoment  wc  were  an  much  Ixmnd  lly  his 
ocU,  as  if  litu  Majesty's  Govenuitcnt  lioil  wiit  uut  !Sf>eciaS 
instructions  ti>  him  \ipon  thiit  subject,  and  he  had  ccmd- 
nniriieateit  (lii;  fuct  of  having  retfivetl  those  iustnictions 
t<i  thf  uthiT  prtrlii*  eiiga^xl  in  the  m-gMtiatioo.  Yet  my 
rij>;ht  honoiira)>Io  friend  has  n-forrrti  to  th»*  pajxTA  non- 
nectcd  with  that  negotiation,  and  ha£  contended  from  tluttt, 
that  in  «>ni»ei)(K'nit  of  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  having  recviri-d 
no  instructions  from  his  Majesty's  Government,  therefort 
that  Government  was  not  Iwund  hy  his  acts. 

Now,  Sir,  let  the  House  see  how  that  statetnetit  agm> 
witli  thu  facts.  In  adverting  to  tlie  present  point  in  di^iutr, 
I  am  not  about  to  betray  any  infonnalion  which  I  may 
have  obtained,  while  holding  a  place  in  his  ^{ajeityV 
council.  I  will  state  nodiinjtj  but  what  I  liave  heard  fnim 
others — nothing  eseept  what  has  been  made  matter  of 
the  most  perfect  noturiety — nothing  but  wimt  has  lw;n 
stippbcd  fmni  documents  already  published ;  and  tbo 
Houfie  will  see  that  my  right  bonounil)lc  friend  has  nut 
statetl  all  the  facts  of  the  case.  Nothing  can  Ik-  mure  dis- 
tinct imd  i-xphcit  tlian  the  .statement  put  fortli — that  it  wan 
the  first  object  of  the  British  Governiuent  to  entablijih 
|>eace  Iwtwwn  the  difl'evcnt  branches  of  the  House  of 
Bragan/a,  »nd  to  maintain  the  cuQstitution  bchI  to  Por- 
tugal by  Don  Pedro.  Of  that  7)rinciple  Sir  Heon' 
WelU'sley  was  |>erfcctly  apprised  ;  au<l  nothing,  I  confess. 
could  exceed  the  surjirise  with  which  I  ht-ard  my  right 
honourable  friend,  the  l*ix'sident  of  the  Ktwrd  of  Trade, 
give  a  denial  to  such  a  statement-  I  tshall.  Sir,  be  «ble  Id 
show,  from  documents  already  befure  tlic  i>til>lii:,  that  tbt 
llritish  Aniba^^sador  at  Vienna  uai«  instructed,  and  did  Wl 
in  his  power,  to  bring  ubuut  the  maintenance  of  the  Por- 
tuguese constitution  of  Don  Petbtt.  It  is  not  denied  H 
any  quarter.  Sir,  that  that  constitution  hail  an  advtK'atrig 
Ibc  negotiations  at  Vienna.     Now,  docs  any  one  suppose 
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that  timl  ndviH-ato  was  I'rinct-  .Mi-ttt-mirh  ?  Whitli  «««  it 
more  likely,  that  he  or  Sir  Henry  WellcaU-y  would  net  Uic 
]iart  of  ai1v(x:atc  uj)on  such  an  occasion?  Whm  I  tu*ar 
that  our  ainbosMidor  wua  |manve  and  not  active  in  thoHC 
>  l|^gotiatit)i)>4,  I  oannf>t  help  referring;  ti>  the  Pnttocol  of  tht* 
»»f  CKUiIkt.  It  seta  out  with  ntatiii^,  that  "  aftiT  tho 
Froloc'ol  <if  the  la«t  conference  hnd  liocn  rtatl  and  a\y- 
provitl,  the  HritUh  Auihitstuidor  announcifl  that  he  hml  a 
cuofidential  and  iiufiortunt  coniiniinicatiun  to  ninke  to  tlw 
Cunj^ess.*^  'I'he  M<»usi'  may  very  naturally  int|uirc, 
what  won  that  iniiMrtant  and  cooKdential  ccmimunicatinn  ? 
Nothing  less  tiuin  thai  it  had  been  diMtivered  that  eertiiin 
_  perisoiLs  at  I'aris  and  Miulrid  had  or^ani/.ed  a  plmi  to 
I  overthrow  the  lilieral  in.ttitutioni^  of  Portugal,  and  for  thu 
purpose  of  indi»[KMtng  Don  Miguel  to  act  fairly  and 
honestly  by  the  euntilitutiou  umt  by  hi»  brother;  and  thai 
tluref(»re  it  would  l)e  nei-essary  to  coll  i»n  I)t>n  Miguel  to 
pled^  bimftelf  strongly  in  supfKirt  of  that  constilutiun. 
Thus,  ttu-n,  it  is  obvioua,  that  Kngland,  in  every  part  of 
these  conferences,  maintained  the  attitude  and  [lositton  uf 
ao  advixate  and  »up)iurter  of  the  IVirtiipicM*  c^mMilution, 
aB(i  gave  liie  people  of  Portugal  reiiMiii  to  bcbevr,  that 
tboHe  nmnngfit  them  who  nht)  Ktipporliil   it   ihould    havu 

I  the  benefit  of  Ikt  asMstance,  cotinteiiaiK-i',  and  bupport 
Soon  after  Uiih  Don  Miguel  wnrti.'  to  hin  brother,  Don 
Pediu,  and  in  that  letter  plcilgcd  himself  to  gifvcm  aecurd- 
mg  to  the  Coustitutiiin.  Me  ubn)  wrote  a  letter  of  Htm 
mnr  purpf»rt  to  his  uster.  Then  came  hia  prueluiiuitiao  to 
the  Portuguese  people^  containing  similar  a»Huran».*s,  and 
laMt,  though  to  the  Parliameni  of  Great  llritaiu  not  ibc 
leftst  important,  there  was  the  letter  of  Don  Miguel  to  our 
Spivereign — there  wa»  the  contract  made  witJi  the  pcfj}>le  of 
■  £nghud  ttuxiugh  their  Monarch — a  contract  made  in  the 
laceof  Kurope,  and  of  which  tlw  ix-^^pU-of  Kuro^K-  loi»kcd 
for  the  performance  to  the  raural  weight  and  character  of  ttw 
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KngTish  Government  and  the  English  niition.  AM  Europe, 
I  ufHrin>  was  led  to  place  CK-infulcncc  in  Don  Mifjuel, 
in  consequence  of  the  intfrvcnrioti  of  Kng^ond,  and  the 
communication  which  he  had  had  with  h(T.  I  will 
not  add  to  theflc  circumstances  all  the  personal  hottoun 
which  Don  Miguel  reccivi.'{|  in  this  country,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  apparent  fairness  of  his  conduct,  and  which 
further  prove  the  feeling  of  our  Government  witii 
reference  to  the  Portuguese  Constitution.  Hut  here  I  re- 
quest the  House  to  remember  the  protocol  of  the  12lh  of 
January,  to  which  it  is  said  that  the  Pleni|wtentiary  of  Don 
Miguel  was  no  party.  But,  Sir,  En^^land  was  a  party  to 
it,  and  Austria  was  a  party  to  it,  and  the  subse<iuent  acts  o( 
Don  Miguel  made  him  a  party  to  it;  yet,  from  hiH  acta, 
inuncdialely  after  his  return  to  Portugal,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  he  had  previously  planned  for  the  abandonment 
and  destruction  of  that  Constitution  altogether,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  a  system  directly  its  reverse. 

Sir,  Don  Miguel  leaves  this  country  accompanied  by 
the  British  ambassuclor,  and  supported  by  a  British  furce. 
He  arrives  at  Lisimn,  and  lieforc  six  or  seven  days  hare 
elapsed,  be  manifests  the  fullest  disposition  to  reject  the 
Constitution,  to  disregard  the  solonm  pledges  he  h« 
given,  and  to  break  the  sacred  oaths  by  which  he  ought 
to  have  been  bound.  He  seemed  desirous  to  show,  that  be 
could  trifle  with  the  most  sacred  obligations,  and  gratui- 
tously deceive  those  who  placet!  confidence  in  him.  His 
conduct  s4H)n  provetl,  that  no  reliance  could  lie  placed  on 
his  honour,  no  faith  could  be  put  in  his  oath.  Tht:  Houk 
has  been  told,  that  the  British  ambassador  rfmonstraiMl 
against  his  prweedings ;  but  we  ought,  Sir,  to  liavc  the 
exact  words  in  which  he  did  so  reinoustrnlc,  in  order  tbst 
we  may  judge  of  the  spirit  and  tendency  of  the  inatnic- 
lions  he  had  received,  and  the  principles  which  governed 
the  advisers  uf  the  King  iu  the  course  which,  u|ion  that 
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oocanon,  ihey  thuti^lit  ]>n>per  tu  adupL  Lot  Uie  iiiKtruc- 
ticmson  which  theiM*  reniuiifilraiice^  were  foiuideil  Ik  pro- 
(liicvd^  and  I  will  prove  to  the*  Huu»e,  that  evm  then  the 
iiiainlenaiiw  uf  the  rortuguese  Constitution  was  the  j^reat 
i4jjecl  of  theUritiih  GoverninenL  When  my  right  lionour- 
ablc  friend  endeavours  tu  iiuplicatc  iiie  and  my  nul>le 
friend  in  nomc  uf  tiK*  prtxeedingn  euinplaiuecl  of,  I  say 
to  my  right  honourabh.'  friend,  ^*  Give  us  the  pa|)era, 
and  then  wc  eau  defend  uuraelves.*'  1  admit  that  the 
de8]>atch  whicli  actually  recalled  the  troops  did  l)ear  my 
name;  but  I  am  sure  that  my  right  lionoural)te  friend, 
when  he  made  that  aAsertion,  had  not  givm  himself  lime 
to  l<K>k  at  the  tlocuments,  imperfect  uk  they  lirv.  The 
letter  to  which  I  wisli  particularly  to  refer — that  from  Sir 
Frederick  Lauili — is  dated  tlie  Ttii  of  May,  and  was 
received  in  I^ndon  on  4tie  !^Tth.  Now,  it  happenetl,  tliat 
before  tlie  f^Ttli  uf  May  I  hud  resigned  the  seals  of  the 
Colonial  Department.  This  letter  referretl  lo  the  copy  of 
a  m>te  from  the  Foreign  Secretary,  Lord  Dudley,  to  the 
Mar((ui6  Palmella.  Why  have  we  nut  tliut  note  liefore 
UA?  On  the  day  on  which  that  letter  was  written,  the 
council  of  Don  Miguel  had  rc&olvcd  u]x>n  convoking  the 
Cortes.  Tlial  was  the  first  indication  whioli  wv  had  of  ii 
disptMilion  upon  his  pari  to  lie  guilty  of  the  treacliery 
which  has  marked  his  succeeding  course.  1  again  ^y, 
that  I  am  |ierfectly  ready  to  atimit  that  the  (jrder  was 
••igned  by  me  which  wiis  sent  for  the  recal  of  the  Vin~ 
tish  troops,  and  that  that  order  was  sent  after  the  con- 
thiet  of  Don  Miguel  had  given  some  cause  uf  unea^i- 
nenn  to  his  MajentyV  (Government;  but  it  is  not  tu  lie 
forgotten,  that  the  Government  of  that  day  directed 
their  Amba»Hador  to  address  1u  Don  Miguel  the  :<ttrongest 
remouKt ranees  upon  the  nature  and  tendency  of  hin  con- 
duct ;  and  I  much  wish  that  that  renu hi ^ trance  was  nnw 
on  the  tabic  of  tlic  Hou:h!,  that  IWUaineut  might  be  iimUcd 


0M    Lonn  ^AI.uEBSTON^s  motiux  eespkctixc     I  March 


U»  judj^>  of  the  manner  in  whirh  the  then  advisers  of  ll»c 
Crown  hufl  aeteil.  The  result  <>f  the  desfiatch  which  was 
received  on  the  S3n<l  of  June  was,  th^t  Sir  Fre(!erick 
Lamb  susjjended  his  funetiuns  at  Lisbon  until  further 
cmlers,  nnti  the  other  Powers  all  followed  the  exanipKr  of 
Kngland.  On  the  13th  of  July»  his  Majesty's  niini^cra 
receivet!  a  very  laconic  letter  from  Sir  Frederic  Lamb,  in 
which  he  said, — "  I  enclose  the  proclainatiuti  of  Don 
Miguel,  in  which  he  claims  U>  be  recognizwl  as  King." 

Thus,  Sir,  it  ai>[»pars,  that  on  the  13th  of  July  Ids  MbI-- 
jesty's  ministers   rec4?ived    the   notification  of    his  havii)|(' 
usurjKtl  the  thrr>ne  of  Portugal,  long  after  I  had  ceaseil  to 
\k   connecied    with    the    (xovcminent.     On    the    Ijjlh   of 
July.,  niinifiters  received  this  information,  and    I    beg  ttt^ 
remind  the  House,  that  only  three  days  after  the  receijJt 
of  this  dcK])atch,  when  one  would  »up|xjsc  thai  Uic  Gtwertw 
ment  wouhl  liave  lieen  filled  with  indignation  at  the  i]ii|K>^- 
tion  which  )i*i\  l»een  pnutisetl  on  his  Majesty — the  presetit 
Secretary  of  Stati*  for  l-'oreign  Aflains  declared — what  ? — lii* 
regret  at  the  usurpation  r — his  sorrow   fw  the  fate  of  thf 
persons  whose  lives  and  proi^rties  \vu\  been  sacrificed  by 
the  U8ur|}er  ?     No  such  thing ;  but  that  tlie  friends  of  1) 
Miguel  K}x>ke  the  sentiments  of  the  Portuguese  peoplen 
Thus  did  it  go  forth  to  the  world,  tliat  the  moral  influence' 
of  Great  Britain  liad  expired  ; — thus  did  it  ap)>ear,  that 
our  friendship  and  assistance  were  mere  shadows.     \W 
might    tlie    Portuguese  say,   should  an   English   minist 
■gain  pn)ffer  them  assistance,  "  Noifcitur  a  *f*r»M,'*— he 
ven  defend  us  from  such  friends !     But  it  seems   we  aiv 
to  Ik*  friends  of  neither  party.      As   if   to   make  up  for 
the  praise  thus  liestoweil  on  these  aclionti,  the  noble  Ix»rd  has 
lately  spoken  of  the  character  of  this  wretched  Prince  in  good 
set  terms  of  horror  and  detestation.     There  are  no  terms  in 
our  language,    I    Iwlieve,   whicli  tan  adequately  describe 
tike  compound  enormity  of  liiaseuebs,  jK-rfidy   and   villany 
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in  so  youn^  a  man.  Herore  the  age  of  tweiity-si*  he  har 
ultein[>te(!  or  |H.*r|H.*traled  every  criuiL%  aitd  (Ii»j3layecl  trvery 
vice  wKicb  hUtnrical  truth  and  |)iK.'tiral  fiction  have  accu- 
niulatf^  ii[K)n  the  Itrad  o(  tho  iiiont  sanguinary  and  re- 
fnor»^lc&H  UhuriHT  tliat  ever  waded  thmugh  the  hUtod  of 
innocent  kindred  and  iK-traycd  friends  to  the  BritiHh 
Throne.  The  parallel  may,  perhaiM,  iu»t  end  here.  Por- 
tiigid^  like  Kngland,  may  have  a  lioHuiirth  l''ii>l<].  L**or 
one,  I  should  n.»t  he  sorry  t(»  so*  it.  It  wi»uld  he  Mjtnethinj^, 
at  leastf  for  the  honour  of  high  lineage  and  myal  hIrxHl,  if, 
like  our  llichard,  Don  Miguul  sIkhjUI  thu>l)e  (wnuilted  to 
veil  the  infainy  of  his  life  by  the  e<iuraj(e  which  inarLwl  its 
cIoNe ;  and  UmiX  it  hhould  not  l»e  Miid  of  him,  in  die  |Ju;^M7f 
hiiitory,  as  it  was  said  the  other  ni^ht  by  a  noble  lord,  that 
he  was  cowardly  l»fcatise  he  wan  cruel.  I^*t  him  not 
dcM-end  to  poHterity  blacker  than  Uichard,  and  then,  God 
kjlowri,  he  will  litill  be  black  enough.* 


*  A  roiAtake,  in  th«  rrport  of  tbu  pa«<iH^,  hKvii)|;  erv\ti  jnlo  om> 
i(f  UiP  daily  |jnpen,  Afr.  Ihwkiwon,  an  the  ^3d  uf  Mnri-li,  ciilM 
ilii*  iirii'ittiiiii  of  the  Iluti^e  to  it;  and,  wliilf  ht-  ilct'etitlril  lno  ttwii 
cliaraiirr  frr»ni  the  pffwt  of  it,  he  iHiru  tntinmny  to  tlii>  |rrnrrul 
Advllly  (ff  th«  publiabrd  rejfortu  of  the  prucnftlia^  in  imrliiiuirnt. 

Mr.  HL'niciKttux  ftaitl;  — 

*'  t*tr,  1  rise  la  r<><|ui»t  your  iodul^nec  for  ft  rer}*  abort  tiiu*  nptm 
m  wbJM't  jtpiiionally  iniprotling  lo  my  owo  chftrftctor.  moil  in  wliich  I 
may  wM,  that  of  Uiia  Ilouac  is,  in  »(>me  dvi^rec,  coiiremeil.  Kvvry 
p*'nilfiiiitn  who  hear*  inc.  i*  nware  nf  the  jfreiit  exiTtJoni  Ibmt  aro 
jna<lv  U)  llic  I>«ily  l*miii  to  f^nv  \n  llif  (Mihlic  the  KpfM-chc^  iiiaJc  in 
this  llouM% within  fticnfow  h»ur»  aflcr  thry  areilt'Hvrrcd.  Thia  ar* 
Aumt*  tank  M  PU'fiited,  I  briiere,  tioneatly  and  inipartiaJly ;  hut  (r»m 
tW  diffitrultirA  vrhu-h  uMond  it,  c>«|)»ciaWy  in  pnitmilrd  drhato*,  it 
L-aiinot  Uc  nutllcr  uf  surpn*i4\  ihiil  inaccurai-iL's  aunii-tiiuca  uccur  iu 
(hr  rcpt>rU. 

"  Upon  ordinal^'  ncciiAiunK,  I  uiii  -tiire  thai  I  am  ihv  latil  man  whu 
would  trouhlr  the  lliiti»<',  hy  I'lilliiif;  wiur  attt'nliun  tu  any  trill inj,'  in* 
accuracy;  hut.  Sir,  a  mi'tHkc,  uhirh  I  find  han  inadvrrtrnlly  hern 
ntftde,  in  acndinj:  to  ths  world  »oiac  wnrd«,  purporting  to  havr  been 
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Hut  can  wc,  Sir,  talk  of  this  individual  abstractedly)  and 
without  reference  to  tlie  c*ngagenieuts  into  which  he  has  en- 
tered ?  Can  we  forget  the  pledge  which  he  had  given  to 
tlie  King  of  Enf^land  ?     Can  we  overlook  the  indignity 

aneii  tiy  iii<*  <in  iHl'  motion  of  rny  nublc  friend,  respecting  Portugil. 
ig  not  of  that  iniiusteriiil  clinracttr.  In  thut  debotc  I  spoke  ven- 
Ik(«,  and  in  the  counte  of  what  I  wldrrs!icd  to  (Iio  Ilou»e,  ttArr 
conipsrin^  the  charHcter  of  the  prufient  Ruler  of  Portupil  (o  that  of 
our  Rtrhnrd  the  Third,  1  added  someiliing  Ut  this  effect: — that  if 
there  Fihould  ever  arue  a  ftlnt|;(;1e  ftir  the  throne  in  Portugal,  be- 
Iween  the  usurping  uncle  and  his  nieee,  the  legitimate  Qfuecn,  for 
one  I  should  not  be  sorry  if  the  issue  of  that  struf^le  should  cotn- 
plete  the  pamllcl; — that  it  would  be  something  for  the  honour  of 
high  lineage  and  royal  blocKJ,  if  a  life  of  M-ickednew  irere  cloned 
by  a  death  of  courage.  I  am  titc  more  sure  that  I  used  exprefaons 
t4>  this  ejfect,  aA  1  fullowed  Iheni  up  by  fttuting,  that  Don  Migwl 
HiitiUl  tht^n,  at  least,  redeem  hiinxelf  in  history-,  from  the  chancter 
which  hud  been  given  him  in  aiiothcr  place,  of  being  cowardly  becauMj 
he  \vn»  cruel. 

"  Now,  Sir,  in  some  oewRpaper  of  the  next  morning,  I  um  mad* 
to  use  the  fullo^niig  wordu,  *  It  was  to  be  hoped,  thiU  he  wuuld  finish 
'  a  life  of  infiitiiy  by  u  death  of  violence.'  As  I  did  out  read  ibc  dtbate, 
it  is  only  very  recently  that  I  have  been  made  nequninted  wnth  the 
fact  of  this  misrepresentation.  Every  gentleinan  must  he  uwarc,  iha* 
the  sentiment  put  into  my  moulh  ir  calculated  to  convey  a  meanuig,  »f 
all  othcn«,  the  most  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  an  EngUshmaa.  I  ha^  p 
some  reason  to  apprehend  that  nuch  a  meaning  has,  vomc  huw  ur 
other,  abroad,  been  ossigned  to  it. 

"  1  have  naid  euough,  Sir,  tu  rescue  myself  from  the  po<iKtbility  i^HH 
so  horrible  a  niiAconstruclion,  and,  I  think,  (juite  enough  to  satis^^H 
the  ]4ou»e,  that  I  itn-ed  it  to  them,  n»  well  an  to  mpelf.  In  troablf 
you  with  thin  explanation.  1  am  perfectly  sure  that,  if  what  fell  froa 
me  in  the  debate  to  which  I  have  alluded,  cimid,  by  poacibility,  hive 
conveyed  finch  an  imprcssiim  to  the  mind  of  any  one  itidividual  >n  thr 
House,  an  Immediate  burst  of  Indignation  would  liave  given  me  the 
opportunity  of  an  instant  disavowal ;  and  I  am  equally  »ure,  that  the 
mistake  of  the  newspaper  niu(»t  have  ari^ten  purely  from  haste  mni 
inadvertency ;  because  T  cannot  believe  that  any  man,  having  Rngh'^ 
Mood  in  his  veins,  would  ascribe  to  another  the  osc  of  cxpretsioot 
which  might  aeem  to  imply,  if  nut  to  juatify,  a««aiaioation.'* 
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fwitli  wliich  Ills  Milnei^utiit  cotnluct  vi-nlttl  the  monarch  of 
[jthis  country  ?  To  u^c  a  military  metaphor,  a  gallant  luxiy 
Hritish  troops,  inchnfiitg  a  portion  of  his  Majesty's 
household  forces,  had  been  sent  out  as  a  covering  party,  to 
facilitate-  the  assaults  and  attacks  which  Don  Mi^cl  was 
jilKitit  to  nrake  on  that  constitution,  which  he  hatt  sworn  to 
maintain — they  were  sent  out  to  look  on  his  brutal  violence, 
n<\  to  view,  unmoTed,  the  judicial  murden  which  he  waa 
committing.  Is  it  for  the  honour  of  this  coimtr^'  that  there 
should  be  now  feome  thirty  or  forty  thousand  Portuguese 
-Wandering  all  over  Europe?  I  can  assure  my  right 
honrntraWe  friend,  whatever  he  may  think,  that  the  im- 
prcHsidii  throughout  the  world  hj  that  the  constitutional 
party  in  Portugal  has  suffeml  deeply  for  their  strict 
adhctdon  to  thin  country-.  My  right  honoumble  friend  has 
argued,  that  niitij<«ter&  arc  justified  in  the  cournr  which  thoy 
have  adopted,  and  that  they  would  Iiave  acted  impro|)crly 
if  they  had,  under  the  existing  drcum!«tances  interfered 
witli  Purtugal.  Why  !  the  history  of  Portugal  for  the 
last  tliirty  years,  is  nothing  but  Oie  history  of  English 
interference;  and  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  in  conHt^uence 
of  the  engagements  wluch  bind  this  country  to  that  limited 
and  feeble  ^^tate.  All  miiftt  know  the  rens«)n  of  the  engage^ 
menls  which  bind  us  to  *lcfend  Portugal  from  any  aggreft- 
aion ;  come  from  what  quarter  it  may.  It  is  evident, 
when  an  engagement  so  binding,  and  yet  so  inconvenient 
to  this  countrj-,  bits  been  so  long  preserved,  that  there  must 
(>e  some  lending  and  paramount  interest  whidi  call^  fur  it. 
That  leading  and  ftaramount  interest.  Sir,  is  to  pn;vent 
Portugal  frotn  falling  into  the  hands  of  a»y  of  tliose  great 
f»wers  which  adjoin  that  iitate,  and  which  thlK  country  is 
accu<iu>med  to  view  with  jealousy.  Be!ode$,  the  situation 
of  Portugal  is  such  as  to  enable  this  country  the  more 
easily  to  refK'l  any  design  which  the  Spaniards  inny  incdi- 
tate   with   respect   to  Gibraltar.     Supporting  that  (jowct 
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Agabist  her  continLMitul  neijjhlxnirs,  we  Veep  a  long  line  rf^ 
MSirCxtitHt,    harl>ours   of  great    utility,  And    a  considerable 
inuritiuM.*  population  in  the  liands  of  an  ally-     Portiignl 
ought,  thcTufure,  to  claim  as  a  right  a  parajiu)uiit  inten.*st 
in  our  councils. 

What,  Sir,  has  lk?cn  the  history  of  our  connection  *Tth 
Portugal  for  the  lost  thirty  years?  Karly  in  the  late  war, 
an  n]>)>lioation  wa»  made  by  Spain  to  Portugal,  calling  on 
her  to  shut  ht-r  |x>rts  against  Great  Britain.  And  what 
representation  did  Portugal  make  to  this  country?  ShftJ 
said,  that  either  we  must  dt'fend  her  at  our  own  exjjense, 
and  \vith  our  oun  army  and  navy,  nr  else  that  she  niu&C 
i'OMi]>]y  with  the  unjust  and  improper  retjuisition  of  Sjiain. 
On  n  subse([uent  occasion,  when  overrun  by  the  [rawcrful 
armioit  of  ])uona{iarte,  this  country  entered  on  the  defence 
of  Portugal,  witli  a  most  vMilx>imded  profusion  of  men,  of 
money,  of  military,  of  naval,  and  of  every  other  description 
of  succour.  Did  we  not  train  up  in  that  country  a  vellil 
n]>jK)inted  force  ?  Did  wo  not  give  strengtii  to  hergovoni- 
nient,  and  inspire  her  whole  {mpulation  with  a  spirit  wanniy 
devoted  to  the  preservation  of  her  rights?  Alt  this  wasilone; 
and  in  what  situation  stands  that  country  now  ?  Why,  Sir, 
all  that  we<tid  has  been  overturned  ;  and  general  corruptioo, 
folly,  feebleness,  and  innnorality  prevails.  Portugal  is  novr 
in  a  state  of  ab^ute  inability  to  make  any  defence  against 
foreign  aggression.  She  was  as  inefficient  to  deft-nd  herself 
in  I8ii7  as  she  was  at  any  jirevious  time  when  she  had  called 
for  our  assistance.  It  is  the  paramount  duty,  then,  of  this 
country  to  encourage  in  Portugal  such  institutions  as  would 
render  her  government  sufficiently  strong  and  jiowerful,  «s 
not  to  be  dei>endenton  England  on  every  trifling  occasioo  of 
danger.  If  I  were  called  on  to  state  instances  of  our  inter* 
lerence,  not  during  the  period  of  war,  but  since  the  peace,  I 
would  say,  that  before  the  Constitution  was  sent  over  from 
iiip  Janeiro,  a  Urge  British  force  was  lying  in  the  Tagus. 
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That  Ajixv  was  sUtioninl  thcref  not  t4>  a.s!Eii4  tmv  party  or 
aiKXluTt  luit  to  prcMTve  the  j^vcrnnient  invtoUte.  Ami 
wliea  Dun  Miguel  atteiupteil  the  fouk'ttt  tivatun  to  hii^  aovc^ 
rv'\^\  and  liis  father,  ho*  %a&  it  prevtiitc*!  ?  \Vhv«  bv  tlic 
intLTVL'ntkm  of  the  Hriti»h  oiulmsAutior,  who  cunvcyinl  the 
injured  mouarch  on  Umrtl  an  EnglUh  fthip  in  ihf  harlxnir, 
while  hit  rL4icUiuub  nun  was  aent  out  uf  the  country. 

S[M?aking,  Sir,  of  intcrferrnce,  I  will  AUp|)OM'  that  when 
Don  Mij^uel  wan  engaged  in  tltc  ^ubverMon  of  the  I'tirtu- 
^ucAc  Coofttitulicm,  in  violating  tJie  most  ■oU>nin  pKtl|{i*M, 
nnd  profitin;;^  t)y  the  presents  of  the  liritish  fiwre  lo  |X'r- 
|H.*lnite  a  series  of  the  nitwt  odiout^  trvarhcriefi, — I  will  ffii|i- 
\Kw  Uiat  I)oima  Maria,  the  rightful  Queen  of  Tortiigid, 
hatl  then  arrived  iu  that  country,  and  luid  plia*ed  hen«rlf 
tit  the  liead  of  the  patriotic  party  ;—thhut,  I  imk,  would 
llK*n  have  been  tlic  L-onduct  of  the  HritiKh  ainbuwador  ? 
Woidd  he  have  dcMerte<l  her,  w  wmdd  ho  not  rather,  like 
the  aiulutssadur  in  ISS-^  luLve  protected  her  by  Hritif^i 
force  uguinNt  tlouie^ktic  treaftun  'f  l)oe»  tiie  rdationftliip  of  tlw 
|iarlies  uiake  any  difference,  the  righlA  of  the  |Mirtie«  lieiug 
the  anine  P  Does  abtMnicc  make  ajiy  difl'erefuv  n»  to  tlic«e 
rights?  I  think  Dot.  And  if  tl>c  llritiith  anil>a«httdor  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Governtnent  in  one  car^c,  ho 
would  not  have  deserved  it»  censure  in  another. 

Aly  rigiit  hoonuniblc  friend  Bccins  ikK  lo  like  the  (*(m- 
Btitutinn  of  Turtugal,  l»e<-auw:  llu*  Kin^fenir,  it  ap[»ean^ 
framed  it  in  less  than  a  week,  aikd  because  it  i»  imH  iiuiti<«l 
to  the  disposition  of  the  Tortuguetc.  I  do  not  Mand  up  to 
defend  that  Cuiuilttuttoii ;  but  it  ia  no  ani>wer  to  me  ta  $my 
that  it  muftt  licdefcctivcf  liecatiteit  wiufrained  in  lOKliort  a 
time.  Let  my  riglu  lujuourabk*  friend  recollect  hivw  loiif; 
Liiuiti  18th  wtt*  occupie<l  in  framing  the  Charter  of  Fraitoe. 
I  l)elie%'e  the  Cliartcr  of  Vnacv — and  I  hope  it  «ill  not 
<lie  a  |>rematurc  death — »a«  prunnilgated  in  thrcr  4lay* 
after  the  oecouuty   of  ituch   a  «iea*ure    wb»   |xiinted   out. 
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"When  the  House  is  gravely  told,  that  £nglflncl  nught  not,| 
to  interfere  with  other  countries,— tliat  tltis  is  equally  com^ 
trary  to  her  practice,  and  the  law  of  nations, — I  beg  to  Mk,  J 
what  has  been  tlie  history  of  Europe  for  the  last  fifteen  «| 
years,  Ijut  u  history  of  such  interference?     Naples,  S|min,^ 
PitHlmont,  all  tlie  smaller  states  of  Europe,  have  been  soin-^ 
tcrfeanl  with.     The  faet  is,  that  tlie  sort  of  Constitution  to , 
be  interfered  with  juslifietl  or  condemned  interference,    Di>^| 
any  people,  luged  by  tlieir  wants,  proceed  in  a  peaceable, 
orderly,  and  quiet  manner  to  remodel  their  ancient  usages, , 
giving  themselves  institutions  intended   to  secure  life  and^ 
property,  and  encourage  the  growth  of  improvement,  while?] 
they  afford  u  protection  against  arbitrary  power; — if  thosQ/ 
institutions  involve  the  liberty  of  discussion,  and  the  free.J 
dom  of  tile  press,  and  promise  to  establish  a  regular  and  fretf^j 
Constitution ; — if  they  are  brought  nlxnit  by  the  instru-. , 
mentality  of  the  people,  all  the  despots  of  Europe  immc^ 
diately  join  to  crush  them.     No  question  is  asked,  whether^ 
the  Coustitution  be  good  or  bud,   fit  or  unfit;  the  onlyf 
question  is,  ''  Docs  the  Constitution  flow  from  the  people^l 
is  it  the  spontaneous  growth  of  the  public  sentimeat  i^  and 
if  it  be,  is  it  to  be  unhesitatingly  crushed  ?    Tliat  tl»e  Pwr- 
tuguese  Constitution  came  from  a  legitimate  source,  cveUi 
the  despots  of  Europe  cannot  deny  ;  that  it  was  well 
ceived  by  the  most  intelligent  of  the  Portuguese  people  is 
equally  certain  :  But  when  this  Constitution  is  put  down  by 
a  fanatical  rabble,  hcadefl  by   priest-s,  and   stimulated  and 
supported  by  a  neighlwuring  sovereign,  then  the  jxxjple  of 
England  hear  of  nothing  but  the  doctrine  of  non-interfer- 
ence,— then  uiy  riglit  honourable  friend  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, and  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afiairs,    though    never    over-anxious    to    recognise    the 
power  of  the  iKxiple, — found   their  principle  of  noivinter- 
ference  on    the    impropriety,  the  impolicy,  of  ap|)oaling 
against    the    vaice    of   tlie    people.      The  Coni»titutii4i ! 
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hiul  llw  marks  and  fiUmpi*  of  freetloni,  and  thiit  U  the 
reaxm  why  it  was  not  supixirtetl.  Though  recc»j^iMHi  by 
all  the  legitimate  sovereigns  of  Europe,  it  is  not  for  tme 
moment  to  be  defended.  Had  an  attack  l)een  made  oil  nn 
ahwlute  monarch  by  the  people,  their  armies  would  in- 
stantly have  marclied  to  his  re^ue.  'I'hey  Utikinl,  how- 
ever, with  complacency,  and  with  approliation,  on  tlie  over- 
throw of  free  inotitvitions. 

Sir,  it  in  not  for  England  to  hold  e<»unsel  with  those  who 
entertain  ?uch  doctrines  re«i>ecling  the  duty  of  sovori-ign*. 
1  have  already  referred  to  the  language  used  on  lu-ariug  of 
Don  Miguers  usuquitiini ;  and  is  that  thi.*  only  indii-ution 
we  have  given  of  our  readinens  to  sup|x>rt  him  f  What  is 
tlie  reason,  I  woidd  ask,  of  the  breathless  haittu  with  which 
the  blockade  of  Oporto  was  rccognii*etl, — a  blockade  so 
utterly  inerticicnt,  and  even  ridiculous,  that  "whilst  the 
gm'emment  at  Ojxjrto  was  sitting,  devising  measures 
against  Don  Miguel,  the  first  intimation  of  it  wascouveye<l 
by  the  newspajjers  ?  All  Europe  was  astonished  tlwt 
Great  Britaiik  should  so  preniatuivly  have  tlirown  its  great 
influence  into  the  scale  of  usitrpation. 

My  right  lionourablc  friend  has  said,  "  Would  you  Irnve 
gone  to  war?"  Why,  if  Kngland  had  uiuiiifesttHl  her  opi- 
nions in  the  tenour  of  her  conduct,  and  especially  if  she  Jiad 
declared  those  opinions  to  her  allies  Ruch  a  declaration 
would  alone  have  been  suflicieut  to  crush  ihc  usurper. 
Kven  if  war  wire  the  result,  no  man  c<mld  deny,  that  a 
war  against  a  usuq»er,  a  rubel  against  his  wtvereigii,  and  a 
persecutor  of  his  people,  would  have  l>een  just.  But  had 
we  mcrelv  blockaded  the  Tagus or  issued  a  <li'*Iurjition,  or 
made  a  display  of  force,  that  would  have  Inx-n  sufficient, 
and  there  would  have  Wn  an  i-nd  of  tiie  usurpatirm.  But 
the  fact  of  this  interference  in  support  of  the  unuriwr,  and 
against  the  legitimate  sovereign  of  Purtugal,  is  no  longer  an 
inferential  charge  against  thf  Govenunent.     It  lias  lately 
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lx*n  avowed  by  the  head  of  tlwt  Government,  tliut  hi*,  pro- 
ccc<ling!*  in  respect  to  Terceira  were  pumued  with  that 
intent.  With  ^rief  and  mortification,  greftter  than  I  uui 
trust  invself  to  express,  did  I  hear  it  docUrod,  that  the 
state  of  Terceira  was  not  .su«h  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
and  wo\dd  have  been,  hail  the  other  Power*  of  Kurope  door 
tlieir  duty,  am  this  c*JUBtry  ha<l  done  hers.  Sir,  what  is  the 
plain  meaning  of  this  declaration  ?  That  we  have  done  every 
thiii^  ill  our  (M>wer,  ami  more,  as  it  will  beuuide  loo  plainly 
to  npjx-ar,  tlmn  tlie  law  of  nations  Aaoetione<l,  for  the  odious 
piir|K»>e  of  putting  Teroeira  under  the  dominion  of  Don 
Mi;»ucl ;  and  thiit  it  is  a  matter  of  eoniplaint,  that  other  powers 
liad  not  o3-oj>eratod  with  us  in  tJ>is  iniquitous  project.  We 
are  dUuppoiiited,  fon<x]tht1x>cau8e  the  Kin^of  the  Nether- 
lands would  not  send  lii»  fillips  of  war  to  prevent  Count  Villa 
i'lor  and  his  f^^ollant  compiuiions  from  fuuliog  an  asyluni  io 
ttwt  island — and  )et  the  Kin^  of  the  Netherlands  iit  not 
conunitte<i,  as  Knglamt  is  coininitted,  to  the  proteetiuii  (if 
those  who  have  sttxxl  by  tl»e  Constitution  anti  their  legiti- 
mate Sovereign,  and  who  have  Ikvu  taught  tn'  uh  to  liriierr 
that,  in  so  doing,  they  are  Htnmling  by  the  connection  of 
their  country  with  Great  Britain :  but,  if  not  amimitttxl  to 
llieni,  he  fi-lt  himself  Untnd  by  tlw  law  of  nations,  and  the 
claiui:>of  niLbfortuues. 

Sir,  at  tltc  time  I  ain  now  t^fieaking,  this  ill-omened  de- 
chu'ation  has  probably  reached  tlie  young  and  gallant  hero. 
Coiml  Villa  Flor,  who  is  charged  with  llie  defence  t»f  that 
island,  and  who  has.sliown  how  wortliy  he  is  of  tliat  trust, 
by  the  brilliant  manner  in  which  lie  repulnixl  the  Migueiiu- 
forces  la<4t  autumn.  Wliat  must  have  been  his  feelings 
at  rending  this  declaration  P  amounting  as  it  does  to  un  ex- 
pression of  regri't  and  disappoinnienl,  that  he  had  been 
able — (able  unassisted,  able  in  spite  of  tl«?  hostile  inter- 
ference of  England) — tosavehimtielfand  his  loyal  counlrj- 
inen,  by  their  own  prowess,  aiul  their  own  resources  fmoi 
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tho  waftoMs,  the  torturer,  the  diin^cans  of  the  Ufiur|XT.  I 
think  1  Hf  him  casting  his  t^yes  round  that  lillle  island,  now 
fioeiidearKl  to  him  by  all  the  noblest  tics  of  fKttriutism  and 
honmir^I  think  I  hear  hini  exclaim,  in  the  agony  of  em- 
bittererl,  but  indi^nnnt  fot'linps,  •*  I  wns  hiit  a  stripling, 
when,  in  1810,  Lord  WelHngtnn  made  his  stand  in  the  lines 
of  Torrett  Vetlratt.  That  la!«t  little  nook  of  tl>e  land  of  my 
birth  wa«  then  the  only  s|)ot  in  the  wewt  of  Europe,  from 
Venicu  to  the  mouth  of  the  Viftttda,  which  wa^  not  under 
the  yoke  of,  or  in  innno<liate  subjection  to,  one  overwhelm- 
ing usurpation.  It  was  there  that  I  fiaw  Lord  Wellington 
plant  that  Mtnudard  of  detiance  against  the  eountless 
armies  of  Buonafwrte,  which,  three  yean*  afterward*,  flying 
triumphant  across  the  Pyrenei-s,  ww(  waving  in  victory, 
and  nmid  the  shoutit  of  geneml  peace,  upon  the  ramparts  of 
Tlioulouise.  The  sight  of  Ixird  Wellinpton  shut  up  at 
Torres  Vedra}>  first  kindled  in  iny  youthfid  bosom  the  love 
of  freedcA]),  and  the  aspiratiims  of  lionouroble  fame.  If 
from  Terceira  I  now  defy  the  tyrant  of  Portugal,  it  is 
because  the  example  of  the  Duke  of  Welliiigton  has  taught 
me  what  may  be  achieved  by  indi>mitable  fortitude,  and  by 
unshaken  perseverance  lu  a  just  cause.  It  is  with  un- 
bounded admiration  of  those  virtue*^  in  him,  that  I  have 
studied  to  make  )iim  my  pattern,  and  that  I  rai»e  my  daily 
prayers  to  Heaven,  that  I  may  have  the  constancy  to 
emulate  them  for  the  restoration  of  my  lawful  sovereign, 
and  tlie  deliverance  of  my  native  land."  If  these  be  the 
feeling*  of  Count  Villa  Flor,  when  he  receives  the  declara- 
tion  to  which  I  have  alluded  with  so  much  pain  and  regretf 
I  can  rMdv  sav  thai,  with  those  sentiments  I  had  rather  be 
Count  Villa  Flor,  shut  up  with  his  faithful  baud  at  Ter- 
ceira,  than  the  Prime  Minister  of  England,  regretting  that 
he  and  they  are  »lill  able  to  defy  the  vengeance  of  Don 
Miguel;  and  fearing  that  from  thence,  they  may  at  last 
vol..  in.  Si. 
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Accomplish  tlw  {lownfall  of  hia  tyranny,  and  the  restoratiun 

of  pL'uce  oiul  happinc^  to  Portugal. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I  contend,  that  whetljer  Parltamcnl 

looks  to  the  honour  of  Great  Britain  or  its  inlcrestft^  whether 

it  looks  tu  the  opinion  of  furt^ign  states  or  to  the  necessity  uf 

encouraginj*  freedom  ;  it  is  bound  to  interfere- — ^ic  iH  tjouoii 

to  call  for  that  infonnatioo  which  can  alcme  eoable  it  to 

form  a   correct   opinion  of  the  ronduot  nf  ministers.     I 

wish  for  inquiry,  and  for  the  interposition  of  the  aut]>urity 

and  opinion  of  Parliament,  in  order  to  prevent  those  further 

proceedings  which  would  uiakc  tlie  ministers  of  Kn^laml 

appear  disadvaotu^^usly  in  the  eyes  of  Kuru])e,  and  form 

a  blot  in  our  history  in  all  time  to  eouie.     Something  has 

been  hinted  at  of  a  treaty  of  anuietity.     I  will  only  aay« 

that  unlefM  it  be  guaranteed  by  something:  route  trustworthy 

than    the  onth  of  Don    Miguel,    no   man   niiglit    to  re 

upon  it. 

The  House  divided  :  For  Lord  Polmerston's  tuotkui,  'X     Afp»tii«i 
it,  150. 


MR.  HU8KT880N*8  EXPOSITION  OF  TUE  STATE  OF 
TIIK  COUNTKV. 

Mtirvk  lli. 

This  day,  Air.  E.  D.  D»veopurt  lauvud,  "  tliftt  tiie  PeUlioiu  pn* 
8€nted  to  the  Houi^e,  complaining  of  the  Dintrt'ssfj*  of  >iirivti»  •/ 
of  the  Community,  hi?  referrt'ii  la  a  ComroiUw  of  the  whole  II-   . 
with  a   view   to  inquire  inlu  the  causes  of  their  grievances   and   ibH^H 
rvfuedy  thereof."     Upon  whieh,  Sir  Charles   Burrvll  nio\-ed,  m  ■•^^ 
MMfldnent,  "  tbst  a  Select  Gommittvo  be  a|^inted  M»  inquire  inb> 
th«  cauMM  of  the  nniioual  diiiti-««s,  and  whether  uty  aad  whM  r«n»- 
dies  can  be  aiipJiud." 

Mr.  HusxissoN  roBe»  and  spoke  in  substance  «&  lU. 
Ipws:-** 

Sir; — The  prinoiixd  arguinenta  which  have  hiihettD 
been  adduced  in  favour  of  the  nH>tion» — I  uught»  indcnl* 
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say  the  whole — hy  those  who  have  jEjiven  it  an  imqualiru^l 
support,  turn  upoii  winir  uiHiefii>ciJ  alteration,  which  thi*y 
wisli  to  effect  in  our  Currency. 

.  The  honourable  baronet  wh«i  imniediat4.0y  preteded  tm% 
1ia»  ventured  into  the  Held  of  propliery.  He  pr»Hct%  that 
we  ouut,  eiv  long,  coiiie  tu  uni'  nf  thenc  ultemutives — 
either  a  dppreciatioo  of  the  rurivi)rrf  by  a  return  to  an 
hicunvertibltf  paper  rircnlation,  or  a  nationa)  1>aiikruptcy. 
The  honourable  barunct  fortifiefi  hiinfielf  in  this  predio- 
tion  by  cpioting  tme  from  Mr.  flume,  whom  he  deAcrilieA 
aa  a  true  prophet,  for  having  foretold,  in  hin  Ensav  upon 
Public  Credit,  ^Hhat  bankruptcy  would  l)e,  ut  no  distant 
period,  tiw  inevitable  reflult  of  the  exteiitdun  of  inir  debt/* 
Many  years  have  elapsed — nrtorc  than  iie^'cQCy— ^nce  this 
pnedietion  of  the  philo?*«ipher  was  preti  to  the  world,  I 
hope  that  the  hunourablc  l>aninet  may,  fiir  a:^  many  years 
continue  to  sur\ive  his  prophwy,  and  to  serre  his  cntmlry  ; 
but  bowerer  lonir  his  Ufe  nuiy  l>e,  1  irukt  that  muny  imrrc 
yeara  will  pass  away,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hirnif,  before 
the  iHMtuurable  baronet  is  found  to  have  been  a  truer  (iro- 
phet  than  his  predecessor  has  proved. 

Noir,  Sir,  1  trust  that  neither  the  honmiraMe  nicniTicr 
for  Shttfle^tlwry,  who  has  orijpnatcd  thi.-*  motion,  nor  my 
liuruiurablc  friend,  the  meiTil>cr  for  Sljorchani,  who  ha.-* 
OMnred  the  amendment,  will  conaider  that  I  am  wanting 
in  reapect  to  them,  if  I  decline  to  ar^ie,  at  any  len^h, 
the  state  of  our  Currency,  In  reference  to  ihe  alterations 
which  were  made  in  it,  l>etween  tlic  origin  of  it»  dc- 
rangi*ment  in  179T  ainl  it»  final  restoration  in  1H19.  From 
tkc  period  of  the  Hullion  I'oiiiniittee,  of  which  I  wa4  a 
member,  in  IHIO,  I  have  my  oflm  had  ocrasinn  to  fltate 
my  opinions  on  thi.s — the  gn*al,  thotrgh  not  the  only* 
suurce,  of  the  difficulties  of  the  country — that  1  willingly 
laave  to  others  ihtr  ta)4c  of  followin>;  the  hmiouraMc- 
gcntlemea    u(xm    thi!»    exhauMcd   nihject.      I   wilft  only 
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state,  that  in  1H19»  whua  tlie  Bill,  now  called  Mr.  FeeVft 
Ac(,  was  brought  in,  I  was  unavoidaUly  kept  away  from 
the  hou&e  by  illneHS ;  otberwii^'  I  slwuld  liavc  given  to 
that  measure  my  active  auJ  cordial  Rupfwrt.  In  182^ 
when  a  motion  was  brought  forward  by  t)ie  tioiMuraUIe 
memlier  for  Ksm>x,  for  revising  that  act,  and  altering 
the  standard  of  value,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  stating 
very  fully  my  sentiments  upuu  the  subject.  To  that 
motion  I  moved  an  Amendment  in  the  following  words, 
'*  That  this  House  will  not  alter  the  standard  of  the  gold 
and  silver  coins  of  this  realm,  in  weight,  fineucss,  or  deno- 
mination.'"* In  this  amendment,  after  two  nights*  debate, 
the  House  C4)ncurred,  by  a  majority  of  194  to  ;J0. 

If  this,  Sir,  was  the  resolution  of  the  Uouse^  three 
years  only  after  the  act  of  1819,  how  much  more  ought 
we  to  adhere  to  it  in  IS.'iO  !  The  greatest  of  adl  curses,  to 
an  opulent  and  commercial  country,  is  a  system  of  vacil- 
lation, unsteadiness,  and  alternation  in  its  slapdarxi  oC 
value,  frequontly  disturbing  and  unsettling  tlie  property 
aiul  fortunes  of  individuals,  and  destroying  the  fouudation 
of  confidence  and  security  in  all  contracts  and  pecuniary 
dealings  between  man  and  man,  as  well  as  in  the  honour 
and  good  faith  of  the  government.  I  wish  I  could  say, 
lliaL  there  are  m>  other  causes  connected  with  our  Cur- 
rency (even  as  it  now  is),  which,  by  afiecting  coraniercial 
credit,  render  alternations  hi  its  v:due  far  too  frequent,  aod 
which  I  think  it  ought  to  Ik*  our  duty  to  endeavour  to  correct. 

AVere  I  pre])arcd  to  admit — which  I  certainly  am  not 
— that  in  1819  we  should  have  been  justified  in  lowering 
the  standard  of  our  currency,  instead  of  simply  restoring 
it,  I  must  not  the  less  contend,  that  we  can  exercise 
no  such  discretion  now.  I  know  there  iu%  many  well- 
informed  persons  who  take  a  different  view  from  me  of 
the  course  which  we  might  have  pursued  in  1819,  wli0i 
we  had  to  make  a  choice  upon  tliis  .subject.     It  is  (|uitr 
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COttfistent  in  thrai,  thinlrmg  that  w  committed  an  ermt 
10  1619,  to  mftintAin,  u  iik»(  «)f  tlwB,  I  bvtinFe,  6a,  ihai 
it  19  now  better  to  enriiire  die  cv3i  *Mcb  Aot  rmr  lw« 
brought  upon  us,  thaa  to  igrfiMft  to  Abuh  tbr  ieCile- 
ment  once  made,  ftt  the  risk  of  all  tfir  dnr|m«ta#}e,  ftlMin, 
and  derangement,  which  woidd  iarntaMy  aa«nd  Rirfa 
an  attempt.  From  the  pcwakaer  i/  thit  fmettof^^  I  am 
not  afraid  that  cnr  such  ancflipc  will  And  maay  |«rti»an« 
in  thiit  House ;  and  I  own  fhot  I  cnoiids'  fit  a  w^ttmuy 
preliminary  to  the  elBracy  of  evary  aigyniWi  of  raKil^ 
that  we  fihould.  if  pmiblcr  |iriaiiwwt  oafaKtraa  ar>  da- 
iridoclly  on  the  pcrmAnener  t4  our  |»tLMUt  mnnetary 
as  finally  to  set  at  mH  all  hopei  awl  ftmn  on  ilu«  loo  Umg 
a^tntul  (piestidfi. 

There  \s  one  hranrh,  indeed,  e/  tfiia  •uhject  whMi  don 
not,  I  admit,  inrolve  any  iMuaaij'  akrrBtiao  tn  (he  ilan- 
dard  nf  our  currenrr :  I  wttmm,  ihtt  rinulatina  til  mm 
pound  notes,  eonvcrtihle  iato  cam  npoa  Aiaand.  Tfciir 
ftappreiuon  rati  irpna  Smmtt  gmufal^  |(  ib  mantfrat 
tliat  noteft,  of  the  Maae  itiwiwhuiwi  villi  oar  piauyal 
f^ldcoin,  cannot  he  aBowvd,  vidiaaC  dir  cArt  Mag  to 
drive  tlte  Utter  mit  of  eircaiitfa«.  Sarii,  therrfan>  woaU 
he  the  a>nae<iuence  of  wnal!  notea  twinj^  "ffi^  priiUteiL 
Upon  the  firM  excilement  in  tradr,  UmMuff  to  a 
impnyvement  in  (irie««,  theae  ouie*  woald  be  laigdy  i 
to  facilitate  f^xruLation*.  The  feffrfpi  nccbaEBpea,  fcr  a 
time,  would  not  be  maCrriallj  alTeded,  beeaove  t 
fipeculatiuns  a*  Car  an  ther  led  to  pajnicnC* 
would  be  provided  Att  by  the  npnrtatiao  of  oar 
coin.  In  this  nude,  the  greater  part  of  our  coin,  as  well 
that  depoMlcd  in  the  Baik,  aa  itiat  in  circaiatian,  migfat 
graduaUv  djaapfwar,  the  exdiaBfpn  idD  iHwaTning  very 
dightly  afTertcd.  Hv  importatioo  of  foccign  gooda 
would  be  promuCed  by  lhi«  Urp*  tnLfwrtation  c^  oar  con^ 
and  bv  the  riae  of  all  cxanisMidstJei  in  thia  oouoCrr.     Everr 
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lliinjj  would  appear  prosfRrrovis ;  but  the  proepen 
Wimlil  be  aJiort-livetl  and  (It'lusive.  The  time  woul 
come  in  which  the  Bank  of  England,  aJarraed  for  it*  own 
safety  by  tlie  lowering  of  its  treasure^  would  be  und- 
the  neeessily  of  taking  decisive  mcasuivs  to  prol 
it«elf.  Tlie  effect  would  \k  a  renewal  of  the  panic 
18S5,  and  of  all  the  miserable  consc^iuencea  by  which  it 
has  been  followed.  If,  tliercfore,  we  make  up  o»ir  niin 
again  to  encourage  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  we  mii 
be  prepared  for  one  of  these  alteruatives^-either  th^ 
paving  the  way  for»  and  gradually  leading  to,  ano' 
Bank  Restriction  (from  whieli  we  90  narrowly  fscapetl  at 
tlie  end  of  the  year  18ii5), — or  for  alternations  of  Hctitiou» 
prosperity,  such  as  immediately  preceded  that  crisis,  lo  be 
followed  by  overwhelming  distress,  such  as  that  by  whi 
it  was  tenniiiated.  Ujwn  this  ground,  it  U  a  great  sali 
faction  to  me  to  find,  that  his  Majeflty's  Government  ha 
rcMilml  to  maintain  the  suppression  of  one  pound  Tiote»  in 
England  ;  not  because  they  arc  in  then»sclvcs  depreciati- 
but  because,  so  long  as  thty  are  suffered  to  exist,  you 
only  escajje  the  greater  calamity  of  restriction,  leading 
an  incontrovertible  {»aper  currency,  by  the  evil  <»nly  second 
to  it  in  degree,  that  of  such  a  calamity  as  befell  us  inii 
autumn  of  18!J5. 

•''  Looking  to  the  nifttion,  however,  in  its  more  gvnei 
character,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  have  underrated  the 
present  distress.  The  numerous  (K'titions  attest  its  r»<. 
istcncc,  and  a  dtKument,  n-ct-ntly  distributed  to  the  meoi^ 
bers  of  this  House,  is  unfortunately  do  slight  confirmation 
that  their  allegations  are  but  too  wirll  founded.  The  d< 
men t  to  which  I  allude,  is,  "  An  Account  of  the  monthly 
amount  of  the  simis  paid  in  and  paid  out,  on  account  of 
jMivings'  Bonks,  for  the  Inst  two  years."  The  year  189S 
exhibits  the  following  amounts — paid  in,  945.448/. — drawn 
out,  678,42(W. ;— the  year  1829,  paid  in,  449,49Ci— drawn 
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out,  1,444,937/.  The  figures,*  and  the  cocnpAHfion  which 
ihey  affortl,  »jx:rtk  for  themselves,  and  must  Ije  taken  a«  a 
btroufir  indication  of  the  increasing  ditficiUtics  of  the  labo 
nou8  ctasBcs  in  the  year  1829-  But  whilst  I  acknowledge, 
and  dee^ily  lament,  the  intensity  of  sutterinpj  and  misery 
which  liiive  Iweii  eodureci  in  many  quarters,  especially 
during  the  la&t  severe  u-jnter,  I  cannot  take  (hat  gloomy 
and  hopelew  view  of  our  situation,  to  which  some  appear 
to  yivld  theiiiselveii  up.  I  never  can  believe»  tlmt  a  coun- 
try like  Knglaud,  however  crippled  for  a  time  by  sonie 
domngcment  in  the  system  of  its  interior  economy,  can  be 
nvduced,  all  at  once,  to  a  state  of  helpless  weakness,  and 
iffcmediablo  decay.  I  have  a  more  just  reliance  upon 
the  sources  of  our  wealth  and  power,  in  every  brunch  which 
constitutes  the  sulMtantial  richeik  and  real  strength  of  the 
country,  its  agriculture,  its  commerce,  it»  manufFU*tureft, 
it«  immense  accumulation  of  fixcii  capital,  the  energy  "f 
<nir  national  eJiaracter,  and  the  indefatigable  industry  of 
an  ingettiiMis,  cnterpriiiing^  nnd  orderly  |H)pulntion.  I  have 
u  further  ground  of  well  foundeil  eonHdencc  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  of  sanguine  hope  for  the  future,  in  on  enlight- 
Med  pidilic  opinion,  exercising  evet'y  year  more  ttnil  intrtc^ 
under  tlu-  benefibt  of  free  discuA^vion,  its  salutary  influence 
upon  the  covinciU  of  ministers  an  well  an  upon  the  deli- 
berations of  Parliament  There  is  no  man,  I  think,  who 
can  read  the  signs  of  the  times,  who  can  recollect  tlie  occur- 
nooesof  the  Inst,  or  who  witnesses  those  of  the  present 
HfWaitin — thoM>  I  might  Kay  which  have  marked  the  present 
week r— without  feeling  thi»  t^mwlation.  Thiit  growth  of 
iotelligence,  it  is  true,  is  not  in  itself  either  productiVQ 
indubtiy  or  nati<mal  wealth  :  but  it  i»  tlie  shield  which  prrv 
lects  both  againbt  the  encroachments  of  power,  and   the 

*  TbiB  difference  hv,  in  tome  dc^c,  been  since  ftccounted  for  by 
cbartpv  in  ibc  taw,  and  in  tlie  reduction  nf  the  rate  of  tnlcreat 
aTlnirn)  hy  flAvemincTit,  which  (ftok  (dure  in  Noveniber  IH2fi, 
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errors  uf  empiricism.     It  is  the  finger-post,  which,  in  the 
hour  of  doubt  and   difficulty,  points  the  path  of  safety*] 
and  guides  us  in  the  career  of  rutional  improvement.  i, 

Aduiittin>r  then,  as  I  do,  the  existence  of  distress,  buk  i 
hoping,  at  thesatne  time,  that,  for  the  [uesent  nt  least,  n-e 
have  seen  its  worsts  it  still  1>econies  my  duty,   whilst  I 
cling  to  that  ho|>e,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  vrhich,  in  thoj 
midst  of   profound   pence,  have   produced   such  frequtiol^ 
reeurreuees  of  public  emburrussinent. 

It  appears  to  mc,  Sir, — and  it  is  well  known  to  several 
of  my  right  honourable  friends,  that  my  opinion  is  of  muchi 
longer  staiuling  that  the  present  emergency,— tliat  the 
main  difficulty,  not  an  occasional,  but  rather  an  liabitual 
diflictdty,  under  which  this  country  labours,  is  the  too 
great  pressure  upon  the  .springs  and  sources  of  productive 
industry :  and  tliat  this  pressure,  from  tlkc  vcr}'  circura* 
stance  of  its  l>eing  too  great  in  ordioar)'  times, 
excessive,  and  is  subject  to  fits  of  exacerbation,  from  any 
incidental  casualty,  such  as  an  ungenial  season,  or  a  tem- 
ixirary  derangement  in  any  consi<lerable  branch  of  our  ma- 
nufactures or  trade.  To  a  casualty  of  this  description  ire 
uiust  always  be  liable,  but  it  ought  nut  to  retluce  us  tOi 
suffuring  like  that  which  we  now  endure,  if  we  had  been 
before  in  a  robust  nnd  healthy  condition. 

If  I  am  asked  the  cause  of  the  habitual  existence  of  this 
too  great  pressure,  I  can  only  state  the  impression  of  mv 
own  mind.  It  is  simply  this,  that,  in  the  distribution  of 
the  annual  income  of  the  oounti^r,  by  whtcb  I  mean 
everythmg,  having  value  in  exchange,  that  is  raised  andj 
produced  by  the  labour  uf  its  inhabitants  and  froia] 
wliich  fuiui  are  derived  the  subsistence,  the  comforts, 
the  enjoyments  of  all,  fnmi  the  monarch  to  the  peasant, — 
I  say  that,  in  its  distribution,  the  jwrtion  of  it  reserved 
for  reproduction  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  vears,  lea 
than  it  ought  to  be,  eitlicr  far  the  well-being  of  the 
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bouring  clafises^the  immctUate  instrumiMit  of  that  nrpro- 
(iiiction, — or  for  the  due  maiiitt-nancc,  and  pr<)«;ressiivo 
growth,  of  the  mpitale  by  which  their  laliuur  is  called  into 
active  exertion. 

I  ara  aware  that,  in  thi?>  statement^  I  have  only  said  in 
other  wordft,  that  the  wajpes  of  Ulwiir  have  l>ecn  l<x>  low, 
and  the  profits  of  fructifying  or  |>roductive  capital  less  than 
they  ought  to  be :  but  tht^re  is  au  advantage,  in  a  di»cuf- 
sioD  like  the  pre)>ciit,  in  describing  tliesc  e>-il»,  so  as  to 
tfftoe  theni  to  their  elementary  causes. 

Many  ctmcurrent  circumstances  have  contributed,  since 
the  re^to^ation  of  |>eacef  to  producv  this  unsiitisfarlorv 
Ktate  !>f  things.  Over  some  of  the  caiitie*  to  which  it  inav 
be  traced,  we  have,  from  diffcpent  reaiwms,  little  or  no  con- 
tnil :  for  instance,  we  cannot  regulate  the  coiinx;  of  the 
seasons,  or  the  com|H.'tiliini  of  other  countricH  with  the 
products  of  our  own  in  the  foreign  market.  Neither  can 
we  inteqioAe  our  authority — God  forbid  we  should  !— 4o 
Htop  the  progress  of  improvement  in  mechanical  or  el»e- 
micat  science,  or  to  interfere  between  landlord  and  tenant 
or  in  the  other  pecuniary  dealings  of  .society.  To  the  con- 
Kijuenees  of  other  causes  of  difficulty  we  liave  dclilKTately 
Bubmitte<i,  as  the  only  way  of  escaping  from  far  greater 
evils;  fur  instance,  in  putting  an  end  to  an  inconvertible 
paper  currency. 

But  there  are  causes  whicli,  if  they  have  pHxluccd  any 
port  of  the  eWI,  are  completely  within  our  contRil.  I 
allude  now  to  that  change  in  our  commercial  policy,  to 
which  ao  much  of  our  present  distress  has  been  ascrilied, 
by  clamour  out  of  doors,  and  by  more  than  one  sivaker  in 
ihis  debate.  When  ptxiple  are  suffering,  nothing  is  more 
f^  andf  with  superficial  observers,  more  common,  than 
to  raise,  or  join  in,  any  cry  which  saves  the  trouble  of 
thinking.  Free  Trade,  as  it  ha-s  l»een  absurdly  nicknamed, 
by  thojjc  wJttJ  u&e  words  without  knowing  what  they  them- 
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selvoR  mean,  has  in  thiK  way  been  denounced  by  the  disap*.  ■ 
|M)inte(l  neliishness   of  some,    anci  adopted  withoul  coDa4 
deration  by  others,  as  tbe  flouroe  of  all  our  difficulties. 
has  Iwen  so  designattnl  by  the  honourable  Alderman,* 
of  the  meiubers  for  the  City  of  London,  by  the  honourabli 
meml)ers  for  Cornwall  and  Newark,  and  by  others ; 
noDe  of   tliese  honourable   members    ever  condescend 
tell   us  what  ihey  mean,  or  understand,  by  Free  Trmd< 
It  is  of  this  that   I   have   before  complained,  and  thMX  li 
again  complain  on  this  occasion.      Do  they   know   the 
clianges  which  have  been  made  in  our  commercial  policy^ 
since  the   restoration  of  peace?      If  they  do,  why   noCJ 
point  out  to  this  house  specifically  the  alterations  of  whicht 
they  disap])rove,  and  move,  as  it  is  fully  competent  for 
them  to  do,  for  the  repeal  of  the  particidar  Acts  by  wliicb 
they  have  been  effected,  and  for  the  revival  of  Act^  now 
no  lunger  u|)on  the  Statute  Book,  by  which  industry 
trade  would  again   be  placed   under  their  former   regu* 
lations?     Woulit  not  tins  courfle  be  more  consistent   with, 
the  8  trait  for  ward  duty  of  legislation,  than   to  give  their' 
countenance  to  a  senseless  clamour,  and  to  keep  up  delu* 
sion  and  irritation  among  a  suffering  people,  instead  of*d 
making  any   attempt  to  administer  that  relief,  which,  iff] 
they  have  faith   in  their  ovm  declamations,  it  is  in  thetfi] 
power  to  propose  ?     I  say  now,  as  I  have  said  before,  it  i>  | 
the  duty  of  tliose  gentlemen  to  tell  us,  intelligibly  and  in' 
detail,  what  it  is  that  has  l>eeu  done  which  ought  to  ba 
undone,  and  what  they  would  substitute  for  that  which  it 
now  in  existence.     Kvery  cliallengc  of  this  sort  they  have 
hitliertu  declined,   forgetting  that  it   is  scarcely  fair  to  ar-* 
raign  a  system  which  lliey  ore  not  prepared  to  amend,  aimI 
that  they  are  sent  here,  not  to  aggravate  what  is  wrong  hf 
inilanwiatory  denunciations,  but  to  correct  it  by  cftlm  ooun* 
sel  and  appropriate  remedies.     This  is  a  duty  which  tlMy».J 
cannot  expect  to  devolve  upon  those  who  differ  with 
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in  jirinciple ;  aikI  if  thev  iire  r«>l  jircpartil  to  act  u^rmi  it 
Ihcmaelvcs,  their  lunimKni  is  Lt(ually  uDju»titiablc  towardii 
thooe  who  concur  in  their  opinionH,  and  towanis  Pnrliamcnt^ 
uf  which  the  inctuurest  arc  the  objvcta  uf  their  oblcxjuy  and 
abuiK*;  and  when  1  say  Parliament,  ]>erliu}»,  as  the  indi- 
vidual in  tikis  HuuHe  inost  innitc^Uately  rosponsiblo  for  tliosc 
measures,  and  who,  us  such,  has  come  in  fur  the  fpreaieat 
ifhaiv  uf  that  obloquy  and  abuse,  1  tuo  may  be  allowed 
penKmally  t*^  complain  of  the  injustice  towonU  myself  of 
this  continued  derclictiun  of  their  duty*  Six  or  aevcn  hun- 
dred statutes,  passed  fi>r  iniprcning  the  cx>minerce  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country  by  a  system  of  protection,  pruhibi- 
lion,  restriction,  and  interference,  have  been  repealed.  How 
many  of  these  la.wii  do  they  propose  to  re-enact  P  Or  do 
ihev  wish  to  revive  the  whole,  with  all  tlieir  ve\aUou&,  con- 
flicting, fh^iiiently  contradictory,  and  invariably  absurd, 
regulations?  Tkt  they  wish  again  U>  introduce  prohibidott 
OM  a  principle  for  the  encouragement  of  trade,  and  to  revirc 
iDonopoly  as  a  benefit  to  the  consunierP  If  they  do,  in 
GodV  name,  let  tl)em  make  the  attempt,  and  let  Parlia- 
mrnt,  under  tlie  ^lidancc  of  common  nense  and  public 
opiiiiofi,  decide  between  theadvocatc«of  stich  a  system,  and 
the  supptjrt  of  what  they  deride,  but  dare  not  discuss,  ■» 
the  fcystcm  of  Free  Trade. 

The  honourable  Baronet  who  spoke  lost  indeed,  the 
member  for  the  county  of  Cornwall,  has  denounce*!  that 
system  as  one  which  ha^t  for  its  sole  object  to  /rtn«  exports. 
There  cannot  l»e  a  more  mistaken  view  of  the  subject.  A 
ftircing  system,  dther  of  exports  or  im}x>rts,  is  alto^'ther 
at  variance  with  the  |)olicy  which  it  hait  been  my  duly  to 
reoonimend.  That  pnlic>-  has  been  rather  to  put  an  end  to 
such  a  system,  and  without  any  ftHving,  to  leave  to  indivi- 
(hiaU  to  follow  tlteir  own  view;;,  to  ref^date  their  own  spe- 
culatioos,  and  to  onnsull  their  own  inten'sts.  This  I  n^n- 
:>idrr  to  br  a  general  rule,  applicable  alike  to  the  induMry 
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and  the  commerce  of  the  country.   Exceptions  to  it  may  be 
justiHed  upongrounds  of  special  expediency;  but  they  ought 
to  be  watched  with  the  more  jealouRV,  as  every  such  excepil 
tion  is  a  departure  from  that  course  which,  in  the  long-runj^ 
must  he  most  conducive  to  public  prosperity- 

^Ve  are  told,  indeed,  by  the  honourable  Alderman,  and 
others  of  his  school,  who  cannot  deny  that  Ihe  quantity  rf] 
gfxxls  exported  of  late  years  lias  f^reatly  increased,  that 
the  more  you  exjwrt,  the  greater  your  loss;  and  the  faundii- 
tion  of  this  almost  ludicrous  doctrine  is,  that  the  aggregate 
value  of  such  exjwrts  has  diminished  in  a  greater  propoi*] 
tion  than  the  ijuantity  exportetl  has  increased.     Do  the  aAi| 
vocatcs  of  this  <li:>ctrine  seriously  mean  to  wmtend,  that  curl 
export  trade,  upon  an  average,  is  a  losing  concern,  and] 
tlmt  it  goes  on  increasing,  year  after  year,  in  propt>rtion  as 
it  beamics  more  and  more  improfitablc?  When  I  ask  thcnij 
this  question,  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  some  adventur 
have  lH>en  attended  with  loss  ;  that  upon  others  the  profit  h» 
been  very  small ;  but  I  cannot  l)elieve  that  men  of  conimoil] 
sense,  prudence,  and  calculation,  would,  for  a  groat  length 
of  time,  persevere,  much  less  that  they  should  voluntarily 
increase  their  speculations,  in  any  trade,  when  the  aa)uunt-i 
of  loss  and  not  of  proHt  (however  low  the  latter)  was  td] 
Ik*  measured   by  the  scale  of  such  s[Kx:ulQtion».     In  facti* 
Sir,  I  have  one  short  answer  to  the  tenets  of  that  school  of 
which  the  lionourable  Alderman  and  the  honourable  iuem-| 
bcr  for  Newark  are  now  the  acknowledged  chiefs.     It  is 
this, — If  you  resort  at  all  to  the  foreign  market,  you  roust 
be  content  to  sell  your  commodities  for  the  prices  whicki 
you  can  procure  in  com|x*tition  with  the  like  articles,  thfej 
produce  tit'  any  other  countries.     You  cannot  control  tlieirl 
capital, — you  cannot  regulate  their  industry — and  do  you 
expect  to  improve   the  chance  of  meeting  them   at  equati 
prices,  by  subjecting  your  own   people   to  restraints  and 
burthens,  from  which  thojie  with  whom  they  have  tu  cuiu- 


pete  are  fret  ?  The  I 
inaku  Uit>  «lecti€« ; 

wc  must  be  cuoient  vitk  tbr  |tfioe  vhidi  tbr  t>ii(f  bv. 
k«t  will  yWltl.     TW  |iiiniwi  m  ihM  avict 
liimself  very  liuW  *beut  dtt  ootf  id  |aiiHiifliia  kms.  ir 
elticnlieiv;  ijuaiitjr  mmd  fvior  aie  Uie  cBOMderatinM  bv 
which  be  U  govcracd,  ia  kk  c^oacr  btfwa  llie  BrilMb 
and  tht:  fumgii  cowpt-nuic*     N^v*  if  di»  W  ike  \ 
nhich  n-guliLU::*  even  Ifjmgn  mmrkH  to  wlttdi  oar 
ctuuiU  ruMirt,  tlo»  it  nut  IbUov,  ai  a  oeccMarr 
that  the  price,  in  our  ci«d  BwieC«  id  every  artide,  i^  libt 
of  which  «c  cxpurt  £ar  (omga  co«niai|NiaaB  aoiA  be  rv|p»* 
Utod  by  tbe  wiliDfr  price  thnmd  ?  If  tbc  priee  abraaa  br 
pennanc-nlly  ticpraaeil,  th«  buiue  firioe  cdwM  partake  of 
thut  lU'iireMiuiL    Tbt*  Buu  be  mj  fiivc  aanrrr  lo  those 
who  tell  IIS  that  the  bone  market  at  the  owtijr  »  rwwrt 
tiling,  ttieonly  market  ciesening  4»r cscoaragnBCBt.     The 
booie  trade  niiut,  of  Bcce«uy,  be  of  gr^^t  impurtancc  awl 
laliie;  but   it   Imx  been  aacnficed,   ruioetL,  and  jnit  <loira 
(we   are    tuld)   by  the  rorein^  and  mcouragrment  fn«*en, 
under  the  new   iiy^teu),  to  our  export  trade.     To  uiaintaio 
this  position  the  following  argument,  if  arfcumeot  it  can  be 
culled.  18  luul    rtrourxe  |u.     The  inciTafle  of  our  export 
trade  hab  been  foUoweil   hy  a  nK>re  than  proportionate  de- 
crcast*  a(  the  Ihmih.*  trade ;  by  forcing  the  one  you  liave 
injured  the  other,  and  the  result  its  tlut  both  have  heccmie 
unpruHtable.     I  know  not  how  to  meaMire  the  home  tmde« 
excc(it  by  the  Immhc  ciiiismnptiun.     It  niay  be  difticuU,  es- 
pecially for  au  individual  like  myself,  unaided  by  tlie  fmri- 
liliefi    wliich    office    afforils    to   aseertnin    ncciinitcly   the 
unUHint   of  that   consumption,     I  lutvc,    huwe\cr,  endea. 
voured,  by  a  refereiiec  to  the  retuma  to  this  House,  and 
with  the  aid  of  Mintc,  nuwt  intelligent  friends  in  the  ine^ 
antile  line,  to  collect  information  u\v.m  thin  pL»iiu ;    nnd 
^X.TVilLnQWfc.^lh  the  pennissiuii  of  llw  Jlouse,  fctale  llie 
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result.  I  have  seleotrd  articles  of  the  moKt  extensive  use 
in  the  manufactures  of  this  country,  and  I  have  made  my 
comparison  upon  the  consumption  of  fire  yean;  namely, 
from  1816  (I  wlect  this  as  the  rear  of  the  highest  re- 
turn) to  1820,  both  inclusive,  anil  in  like  manner  for  liie 
last  five  years,  from  182*  to  18S8. 

The  first  article  to  which  I  shall  refer  i»  Cotton  Wc 
The  average  annual  importation,  from  1816  to  1830,  wa*' 
139,H1,64<>  lbs,: — the  avcran;e  annua!  importation  from 
1824  to  1828  was  210«886,d92  lbs.  Tlie  average  annual 
exportation  of  Cotton  Wool  for  the  some  periods  mia,  fior 
the  fintt,  ll,87a>800  lbs.,  for  the  second,  SI ,298,800  lbs.; j 
leavinf^  of  Cotton  Wool  for  manufacture  in  this  oountr^l 
an  annual  average,  for  the  firitt  period,  of  127,267,846  IbfL ; 
and  for  the  second,  lft9,.588,19S  lbs.  Thew  rcf>pecti«« 
quantities  were  dispotted  of  in  each  period*  in  the  ntanafeo* 
tured  state«  aa  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  as  foUow*: 
firsts-motion  Yam  exported  (one-eighth  being  adiled  for 
waste),  the  aimual  average  of  the  first  jxriod,  19,f)8*KGG4 
lbs.— in  the  second  |)eriod,  48,47^202  lbs. :— secondly- 
Cotton  Cloth  exported  (compirting  sdx  yards  of  clod)  of  aH 
kinds  to  be  produced  fram  one  pound  of  cotton),  annual 
average  of  the  first  period,  255,507,058  yards — in  the  !». 
cond  periotl,  360,265,256  yards : — thirdly, — Ccjtton  Cloth 
retained  for  home  consumption  (computing  one  pound  of 
cotton  to  make  five  yards  of  cloth),  in  the  first  penorfi 
227,003.484  yards— in  the  second  period,  3^&78,9IS 
yards.  I  may  here  just  observe,  that  the  estimate  of  kix 
yards  to  the  pound  of  cotton  for  foreign,  and  of  five  fori 
home,  consumption,  is  supiwsed  to  be  the  nearest  appr 
to  accuracy,  by  those  who  arc  practically  most  convc 
witli  the  manufacture 

The  next  article  is  Sheep's  Wool.     The  annual  avenifit] 
raportatioQ  of  the  first    eriod  is  14,44d,834  lbs. ;— of  thftj 
second,  28)356,417  lbs.  :  retained  for  home  use^  in  the  Ir 
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period,  14,430,917  lb&.  ;»iii  the  secaadj  87,62d,o0l  IIhl  : 
oflidal  Taluc  of  woollens  rxportcd  in  the  fint  period — an- 
nual  aven^,  5,313,4ii9iL  ;---m  the  tecond,  5,76a,6»JL 
Now,  thepnDci|)al  (quantity  of  the  wool  iniporteil  U  of  the 
iiuer  qualities  ;  and  as  the  increaM^  of  export  in  the  man«»- 
factured  articles  nf  woollen  cloth  i»  very  tritlh>g,  it  follows 
that  a  great  inereaae  of  consuniplion  must  hare  taken  place 
in  thii  country  ;  unksB  it  be  maintained  (which  it  certainly 
cannot,  the  reverse  beinj^  the  fact),  that  the  jfmwth  of 
British  Wool  has  been  dinuni^hed  in  a  degree  oorres|K)nding 
witli  the  increased  foreign  aitpply.  The  increased  home 
coauimption  is  principally  in  fine  cloth  made  of  Saxon  and 
the  high-priced  woub. 

The  next  article  of  import  u  Silk.  The  averages  arc  as 
follows— lUw  and  waste,  from  1816  to  l8dU,  1,444,000  Ihd. 
—thrown  ditli>,  303.126  lbs— from  1824  to  IWJS,  llaw 
and  waste,  3,437,435  llw. ;— tlm>»ii,  447,.'5(H  ll*. ;— the 
export  of  muiiufaclured  silk  gondii  ha.4  varied  very  Kttle) 
upon  a  comparison  of  thefie  two  peruxh. 

The  importation  of  Flux  is  for  the  first  period, 
S6a,d71  cwt. ;— for  the  second,  H30,421  cwt.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain  any  satiftfoctory  information  as  to  the 
quantity  of  Linen  Cloth  exported,  but  there  can  Ije  no 
duubt  of  a  greatly  increaM'd  oonHumptiou  at  home. 

Hides,  in  the  first  jK'ri(»d,  importetl,  679*996  ;'^-k^x- 
porttrd,  ^1,200;  retained  for  Home  nse,  458,796;— in 
the  second  jwriod,  importetl,  1,873,314; — ^re-exported, 
sen, 448  ;— reUined  for  home  use,  1,661,H6& 

The  next  articles  ore  Tallow  and  Palm  Oil,  for  the  manu> 
facture  uf  candles  and  noa]).  Imported  in  the  fintt  period,  of 
tallow,  545,540  cwt. — palm  oil,  34,910cwt. — soap  exported, 
official  valuation,  1 16,037/.  ;^-candles  exported,  weight, 
4,931,397  lbs. : — Hccond  period,  talbw  importwl,  946,760 
cwt. — palm  oil,  95,94S  cwt. — -soap  exjiortcil,  official  vulue, 
183,849/. ;  caudles  ex|K)rted,  wei-ht,  7,818,718  lbs. 
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The  Uibt  article  wlikh  I  shnll  mention  U  that  of  fir  Tiuv' 
ber ;  the  annxial  average  im|iort  of  the  (irst  period  was 
!if^9,379  loadsr^in  the  second,  for  four  years,  ending  I RS7 
(I  have  not  been  able  to  pnyiure  the  return  for  182S)f 
541 ,654  loads.  " 

There  reinains,  however,  one  other  branch  of  our  nationoT 
wealth  and  industry,  to  which  I  inu&t  advert  before  I  quit 
this  part  of  tlio  subject.     From   its  impcirtahce,  Ijoth  in  a 
comnierciat  and  {mlitical  point  of  view,  I  could  not  pass  it 
over,  even  if  it  had  l>een  omitted  by  the  hnnourahlr  mmw 
bers  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  delwte.     I  allude,  Str,* 
to  our  Shipping,  which  is  stated  to  be  fast  verging  to  decay 
and  ruin.     If  it  had  been  aswrted,  that  the  profita  of  ih* 
Ship-Owncr  were  very  greatly  fliminished,  as  oompared  to 
the  period  of  war,  and  that  thev  were  small,  even  *hcn  cal- 
culated u]x»n  the  present  retlueed  value  of  the  ship,  I  cer-' 
tainly   should  not  deny   the   position.     I   regret   that  the 
returns  of  capital  in  this,  as  in  other  branches  of  productivie" 
intlufitry,  are  less  than  I  could  witih  them  to  Ik*  ;  but  when 
the  interest  of  nioney  and  the  profits  of  stock  are  genemlly 
low,  it  would  be  vain  to  ex|)ect  that  the  ca^ritul  cmp1ov«d 
in  Shipping  should  form  an  exception.     Indeed,  from  dr- 
cumstiwces  peculiar  to  the  filu'pping  intend,  it  was  likely  ' 
to  suffer  a  greater  revulsion  than  ai»y  oilier  from  the  mt»*  * 
ration  of  peace. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  our  shipping  had  engro6sed 
navigation  of  other  countries;  and  near  one-sixth  of  tb*' 
tonnage  of  our  merchant  slups  w  us  employed  in  the  public 
service  as  transports.  The  commerce  and  navigation  of 
other  nations  are  now  n.'tume<l  to  their  usual  coune  il 
{K-ace,  and  nine-tenths  of  our  transport*  liave  been  di 
charged  from  the  public  service.  By  tlie  RetumB,  which 
were  laid  before  the  House  of  Connnons  in  the  course  of 
last  session,  it   would   appear,  that,  in  the  year  1816, 
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]|At]  Sfi,8(y<l  rcgistcrixl  \essels  measuring  S,7RS,9-10  tons  ;— 
1^  iliat  in  18^S  t-tie  number  uf  ivguOcrMl  vt;iiM.*U  uaii  otily 
2^005,  Dic&»uriu);  2^508,191  tmus.  Tim  diiuiuution  liaH 
been  ci>iniiK-iilt.-il  ufHim  ivi  Nlicwiug  cuucUi.iivily  tbc  gradual 
and  nielanchuiv  dei-Huc  of  the  Shipping  InUru«t.  It  i», 
perhapa,  licarccly  worth  wliile  tu  obeene*  tliat  b^  tlw  sainc 
Ut:tum  the  tonnage  ap|K*ar!t  to  havu  been  reduced,  su  early 
a&  18!£3,  to  2,50G,7(iO  tons  ;— that  in  1827.  it  iii  Htated  at 
^460,500  tuuA ; — Ix-ing  iu  tlie  drst  uf  these  two  years  a 
trifle,  and  in  U>c  second  4^U00  Um^  lest  than  in  the 
year  IHSS.  But  it  is  raore  material  to  state,  that  in  tlie 
yeiir  1810,  Llie  amount  of  tonnage  wan  swelhHl  by  retunk- 
ing  inauy  nlu^ih  wliieh  had  Luiig  ceaised  to  exist,  and  that  at 
present  tlte  Retunift  are  accurately  made.  {ft 

There  ia  another  |)urliaiuentary  paper,  however,  wliich 
wa«  aljto  furnislK><i  la»t  liession,  auil  wtiicb,  if  property  eon- 
aulered,  in  conjunction  with  that  to  which  I  have  now 
tvferredf  will  throw  great  and  very  ttatisfactory  light  upon 
tbiii  Kubjeet.  It  is  the  ]>aper  which  exhibits  tht*  mnnlK-r 
oud  toUDAge  iii  Uritish  \e!».sel»,  entered  inwards  and  cleared 
0^twardi»,  in  our  trade  with  all  foreign  part»,  for  tli«  same 
period  a»  the  former  paiier,  namely,  from  Ittl-S'  to  18^, 
baA  jiMiUliti V e.  We  have  already  im^mi  tliat  in  1810  the 
^/aOitinflt^  ^l*  *^^  rt^tered  shipping  was  S,78li.9>14) : 
Oow,  in  that  year,  the  U>tal  tonnage  entered  inward*  from 
all  Xor«i^  parttt  was  1,41  ;>,72i3—H:leuretl  outwards  to  all 
foreign  pari»,  1,340,277  tou»— uiaking  togethia*  ii,7^t'sO(X) — 
liejng  a  fraction  uiore  tlijui  one  ton  of  shipping  for  every  ton 
of  gooils  entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards.  In  18^ 
our  whole  tonnage,  us  I  luive  idrvujdy  tttnted,  wus  2,508«191 ; 
but  in  tlMt  year  tlie  entries  inward  were  !^,Ud4,li57 — and 
the  olearaiieett  uutwaitU  2,OlKN<iU7 — making  togetht-r 
^190,754  tons,  being  somewlmt  less  than  Hvc-eighthri  of  a 
ton  of  registered  .^hipping  to  every  t4Jn  of  gcxxls  entered  in- 
wardi^  uiuL  clewed  outwards,  ;uid  lieing,  moreover,  a  i»otj- 
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live  increase  upon  the  entries  ond  cloaraHces  of  1816,  to 
the  amoiinl  of  1,434',754  tons; — rather  more  than  either  of 
them  separately  amounted  to  in  that  year.  I  might  further 
state,  that  the  account  of  vessels  entered  inwards  auid 
cleared  outwartls  for  1829  has  licen  delivered  this  morning, 
and  is  asfoUows: — inwards  2,184,535 — outwanls2,(K>33l79, 
making  together  4,24-7,714  tons, — an  increase,  as  the  Houae 
will  jxTccivc,  ujwn  the  antecedent  year.  Now  I  need 
scarcely  remark  to  the  House,  that  the  quantiti^'  of  goods, 
carried  to  and  fro  between  this  country  and  all  foreign 
part:;,  in  British  »hips,  within  a  given  period,  is  the  true 
measure  of  the  degree  of  employment  and  activity  of  our 
commercial  marine.  If  our  ships  had  been  navigated  back- 
wards and  forwards,  at  the  same  rale  of  movement  in  1828 
as  in  I816,il  would  have  requiredupwardsof  4,SO0,0<X)  tons 
to  have  executed  the  transference  of  goods,  which,  in  18S8, 
was  performed  by  3,500,000  tons  of  registered  shippings— 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  accelerated  movement  of  18SS 
had  prevailed  in  181C,  the  transference  «f  goods  which,  in 
that  year,  required  2,783,940  tons,  might  hare  been  acoom- 
|)Iished  by  about  1,700,000  tonsof  registered  shipping.  If 
gentlemen  think  tliis  ehangeamisfortune,notliingcanbomon- 
easy  than  to  rectify  it.  We  have  only  to  restore  tlie  vexa- 
tious and  contradictory  laws,  partly  fit<cal,  jKirtly  protectivt', 
as  they  were  called,  partly  commercial,  which  threw  im- 
pediments and  delays  in  the  way  of  our  cummeroe  and 
navigation.  We  have  only  to  take  care  that  ships  should 
not  load  and  unload,  make  their  entries,  and  obtain  their 
clearances,  with  the  present  ease  and  dispatch.  We  haTc 
only  to  restore  in  our  Custom-Houses  the  regulations  which 
harassed  the  ship-owTier  and  the  merchant,  and  to  provide 
that  the  convenience  and  expedition,  now  so  conspicuous  in 
our  commercial  docks,  should  be  so  cheeked,  and  ettcum- 
bered  with  dilntDry  forms  and  useless  interference,  as  tn 
bring  us  back  to  the  mure  sober  pace  of  our  former  system. 
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Ttus  is  a  task  which  I  caii  scarcely  be  called  upon  lu 
luiiiertakc ;  let  those  who  arraigu  these  iniproveuicnts  a» 
ruinous  innovationft,  propose  tlieir  n.>peul,  and  thus  bring 
the  two  syiitcni&  to  a  fair  ibsue. 

But,  bt'fore  they  attempt  to  effect  their  purjiofte,  let  them 
calculate  the  results  to  the  Shipping  Interest.     In  trade, 
the  economy  of  time  will  olwayti  be  fixind  to  be  the  economy 
gf  money.     Every  rt'tttraiut  ii*  an  increasi'd  expeiiditure  of 
the  one  or  the  otJier.     It  adds,  in  more  ways  than  one,  to 
the  charge  at  which  the  raw  material  can  be  delivered  Co 
our  maiuifaclurer:^,  and  tlie  manufactured  article  conveyed 
to  the  foreign  market.     It  o|)erateK  a&  a  premium  in  favour 
of  rival  manul;icturL'K,  and  as  a  tax  ujMin  our  own.     From 
what  fund  in  that  premium  to  be  drawn,  and  that  tax  paid, 
Kcept  from   the  profits  of  the  nuiiiufacturer's  capital,  and 
tie  wages  of  the  la1)ourer  whom  he  employs  i'     For^  as  wtt» 
kVeU  ob«erved  by   the  gallant  member  fur   Windsor,  the 
^priccin  the  furei|ipi  uioj'ket,  be  it  what  it  may,  muut  deter- 
ritnine  the  price  in  our  own  market.     If  we  ore  beaten  in  thi& 
race  of  competition,  we  t>liall  want  fewer  carriers  to  effect 
the  interchange  of  the  products  of  our  iuduhtry,  against  the 
^  Taw  materials  of  other  countries.     And  how  is  tlie  Ship- 
ping Interest  to  be  bcnetiti.d  by  the  curtailment   of  our 
ibr^gn  trade  ? 

^1  The  truth  is,  that,  under  all  the  difficulties  with  which 
our  general  industry,  including  our  shipping,  has  had  to 
contt^ud,  since  the  restoration  of  peace — ditticulties  growing 
1  «ut  of  tlie  enormous  expenditure  of  war — the  necessary 
restoration  of  our  currency — and  the  active  rivalry  ,of 
other  nations — nothing  but  a  timely  relaxation  of  our  res- 
trictive and  expensive  system,  would  have  enabled  us  to 
bear  up  against  tJie  complicated  diiMui vantages  of  our 
situatiun.  That  relaxation,  so  far  as  it  has  gone — and  it 
jought  to  go  further — has  bet*n  gruilually  introduced,  with 
'■  regard  to  tite  interests  and  arrangements  which  had 
Sm2 
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prnwn  up  under  a  tlifferent  systcni.  But  for  the  intervcu- 
tiun  of  M)  uuiny  years  of  war,  aiid  of  a  war  ao  peculiar  io 
its  ch:u*acU^r,  these  iuiprovuDieats  would  liave  been  intro- 
duced, not  only  at  nn  carHor  period,  but  with  less  of  frictioa 
antl  eubnrrassmeiit  in  carrying  tlienk  into  effect.  l<'or  I  can 
lake  upon  myself  to  uiHnn,  from  personal  kuowled^-  of  Mr. 
PittV  sentiments  and  viewt^  that  there  was  nothing  which 
he  more  regretted,  in  tlie  derangement  of  war,  than  tiic  iu- 
tcrruptiou  wliich  it  gave  to  tlie  iuiproveuicnt  of  our  cuu^ 
mcrcioi  policy,— an  improvement,  which  he  looked  to  intha 
temperate  and  cautious  liberation  of  trade  and  inducer)', 
from  all  unnecessary  shackles  and  impediincuts. 

These  arguments.  Sir,  may  liave  little  wiei^ht  vatht 
that  select  close,  who  claim  to  bo,  exclusively,  our  prac- 
tical guides  in  political  economy.  With  them,  foreign 
com  riierce  is  a  matter  almost  of  indiifereuce  :  acconiiu;;^  to 
them,  Kngland  can  Ix'  great,  happy,  and  Hourishing,  wilikin 
herself.  Of  what  England  tliey  are  speaking,  I  know  not ; 
certainly  not  of  this  tiiuufryj  iu<  it  now  existsl  The  raw 
materials  of  every  great  briuich  oi'  our  industry  (mineral 
wealth  excepted)  are  derivetl,  either  wlu>Uy,  or  in  great 
part,  from  foreign  soils.  Cotton, — which  given  csupk^. 
ment  to  perhaps  two  milh'ons  of  jvople — whoUv.  !^k«, 
which  employs  about  500,0<X), — wholly.  Wctol,  in  gwj 
projxirlion. — Hemp  and  Flax,  m  aprojwrtion  still  greater. 
—Fir  Timl>er  for  all  buiUling  puqxjsi's,  nearly  th«  wlioto.- 
Uyeing  Drugs,  the  same- — ^1  say  nothing  of  luxuries,  sl 
as  wine,  &cc.  But,  lofjkiug  only  to  the  articles  which 
have  enumerated,  I  would  ask— arc  gentlecnen  iffcparcd  to 
(lis]>«mse  with  the  comforts  whicJi  the  use  uf  them  liere 
allbnls  to  our  jHipulatiuu  r'  Antl  it'  they  are,  are  they  sXiU, . 
further  prepared  to  U>]1  us  how  that  population  coidd 
maintained,  if  the  conversion  of  these  raw  materials  did  not 
give  employment  to  their  industry  i*  With  what  but 
manufactured  industry  cuu  we  purchase  them  from 
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mvmtrics?     Have  we  any  supt-rfltioiis  raw   inatmaU  of  nur 

own,   with    which   to  make  tho  purchase?     Where  is  the 

«|iaiv  com,  or  the  sparr   produce  of  our  swl,  which  can  bo 

f  Hem  nliroarl  for  this  ptirptise  ?     No,  Sir,  of  tlirftoproiluctiunfi 

[  «re  do  not  ^row  oiiuuph  for  oiir  own  wantK.     Our  fNipiiln- 

'  timi,  tiiLii,  so  far  as  it  is  employed  in  working  up  Oic  raw 

I  materials  of  other  countries  miiflt  tind  in  its  own  indt^ry 

(the  means  <if  procuring  those  raw  materials.  Without  thcin, 

that  industry  niiiHt  cease;  that   |K)]Milntion   (it  nmountH  to 

millions)  must  perish  ;  and  thm  indeed,  Kn^tand — Imt  not 

England  gT*'at*  li^ppy*  and  flourishing— Kngland,  reduced 

►  to  its  former  insigniticanee  ami  harbnrisin — may  dihregurti 

Ibrci^  tnfldc. 

If,  then,  relief  is  not  to  Iv  looked  for  by  undoinfr,  but 
\  rather  by  persevering  in  and  extending?*  our  present  Bjatem 
of  (^nniKTciid  jmluv ;  our  next  impiiry  must  Ik\  how  far 
that  relief  is  attainable  by  a  revision  of  the  Finances  of  the 
oouHttry.  Within  the  limits  of  public  fatth,  the  anwHrnt  of 
onr  taxatiim  is  under  our  control ;  and  in  resjKvt  to  the 
mode  in  which  it  i«  a-ssessed,  distributt^,  and  rai^^ietl,  the 
whole  jiublic  revenue  may  lie  considered  as  liable  1u  what- 
ever alteratitms  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  may  find 
expedient. 

Fir»t,  then,  with  ne>peet  to  its  positive  amount,  under 
thealternl  circumstances  of  the  country,  since  the  restora- 
tion of  |K«CF.  I  had  occasion  to  state  my  opinion  on  tine 
.««hjeet  to  the  Committee  up<m  Agricultural  l)istren$  in 
1tt21,  and  as  it  is  rvcorded  in  their  Hejiort,  1  beg  leave 
very  shortly  to  refer  to  it.     It  is  as  follows  :— 

*•  Your  Committee  cannot  disguise  from  themselves,  that 

Ithc  weiglit  of   the  public  burthens  of  tlie  c«»untry,  tln^r 

'  nominal  amotmt  remaining  the  same,  must  be  moreseven-ly 

felt,  in  propxtitm    as   the  money    incomes  derived   fnwn 

rtrading,  famiiug,  and  nianufiuturing  ca^iit.-d  and  industry 

are  diutinishnl.     No  exertion,  therefore,  should  Ix.*  oiiiittetl 
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to  endeavour  to  re<liK'c  those  bnrthcns,  as  nearly  as  circum- 
stances will  ]x?rniit,  in  the  degree  in  which  such  incomes  have 
been  reduced:  for,  in  considering  this  subject,  it  is  impor- 
tant to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  general  amount  and  real 
pressure  of  taxation  have  been  positively  increased  in  the 
proportion  of  the  iniprovetl  value  of  our  currency-"' 

I  still  retain  that  opinion;  indeed,  every  thing  which 
has  since  occurred  has  only  tended  to  confirm  it.  The 
course  at  which  it  points  is  obvious.  It  is  that  which,  1 
willingly  admit,  is  now  foilowetl  by  his  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment. Credit  is  due  to  them  for  the  retrenchuientR,  cer- 
tainly not  inconsiderable,  which  they  have  already  made,  as 
well  as  for  the  new  checks  which  they  have  established,  and 
the  further  ones  which  they  contemplate^  for  repressing 
that  tendency  to  the  growth  of  exjwnditure,  which  con- 
stantly prevails  in  every  tlcpartment  of  the  public  scn'ioc. 
A  tendency  which,  as  it  jx^n-ades  all  branches  ofexjicndi- 
tune,  requires  to  be  steadily  watched,  and  kept  within 
bounds— of  late  years  it  appears  to  have  Ix'cn  most  viva- 
cious, if  1  may  use  the  expression,  in  that  branch  which  ii 
familiarly  called  the  Dead  Weiglit. 

After  all  the  details  and  explanations  upon  thissub)eC^ 
which  I  have  heard  with  satisfaction  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  I  remain  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed  re- 
gulations ought,  in  some  instances,  to  be  drawn  »omevfi«t 
tighter,  and  that  retrenchment  may  be  carried  considerabh 
further.  'ITic  Government  has  once  gone  over  the  wide 
field  of  expenditure,  but  what  they  have  cut  dowu  is  not 
adequate  to  the  wants  and  expectations  of  the  country*  C£t 
them  repeat  the  operation,  and  they  will  find  that  morv 
than  gleanings  are  left  behind.  In  the  collection  and 
management  of  the  revenue,  it  was  admitted  by  the  Chaih 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  there  is  still  room  for  reductiaD 
anil  reform.  Tlie  diplomatic  and  consular  establi«Jiment 
may  be  pared  down  without  detriment  to  the  public  service 
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The  door  of  admission  to  half  pay,  rctirixl  allowances,  and 
superannuations  of  every  sorU  must  be  furtlier  straitened 
aitd  narrowed.  A  careful  revision  of  the  Colonial  £&ta- 
blishments  will  afford  a  considerable  saving.  Theexpences 
incurred  on  the  coast  of  iVfrica  ought,  on  every  considera- 
tion, to  l>e  greatly  diminishetl.  ITie  laxity  of  control  over 
the  appn^priation  of  the  revenue  arising  from  Crown  Lands 
callfi  for  revision.  This  branch  of  the  revenue,  as  much  as 
the  Customs  or  Excise,  constitutes  a  ])art  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  subject  to  the  expences  of  management.  Under 
this  head  of  Management  it  may  be  proper  to  include  the 
expence  of  the  maintaining,  re|)airing,  and  keeping  up  that 
part  of  die  Crown  K^tate,  whicli  is  expressly  resenod  for 
the  recreation  or  folate  uf  the  monarch,  such  as  parks, 
lodges,  &:c.;  but  as  in  the  Civil  List,  so  in  tins  instance,  a 
specific  annual  sum  ought  to  be  allotted  for  that  purpose; 
not  to  be  cxceedeil  witliout  an  application  to,  and  an  ex- 
press vote  of,  ilic  House  of  CommoDB. 

There  are  also  the  savings  which  may,  I  hope,  l>e  efTected 
in  the  great  heads  of  our  expence,  the  military  and  naval 
establishments  of  the  country.  I  have  made  no  objections 
to  the  estimates  for  the  Army  and  Navy  this  year.  In 
£\ing  the  nuudiers,  the  Government,  acting  upon  their  in- 
formation and  responsibility,  have  a  right  to  expect  some 
di^ee  of  ccMifidenee  from  the  House ;  especially  if,  from 
circumstances  of  notoriety,  it  should  appear  that,  in  the 
pending  concerns  of  the  world,  s<rtnc  matters  remain  to  be 
adjusted,  and  that  every  thing  is  not  in  its  right  place.  If, 
by  tlie  next  year,  the  mists  which  surround  us  sliall  be 
dissi])Ated,  if  the  puliticnl  horizon  shall  be,  on  every  side, 
clear  and  bright,  if  Ireland  shall  continue — as  1  am  con- 
fident it  will — tounprove  in  its  iutemol  tranquillity,  and  in 
good  feelings  towards  this  country,  I  shouUI,  in  the  ensu- 
ing session,  ex|)ect  no  inconsiderable  reiluction  in  tlic 
amount  tif  our  i)ublic  force. 
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Whatever  Staving  may  be  edvctcd  In  all  these  t— adw 
of  oxiK'nilUure,  or  in  nnv  other,  thej  will  luitt  mwaiku 
our  relief.  But,  wlien  the  whole  of  the  charge  ov«r  wIM 
we  can  exercis4!  aiiy  immediate  control,  i»  not  ibirv  tJM 
11,000,000/.,  the  further  mluction  wh)«h  renttm  fvwtf 
cable,  to  )>e  eonsUtent  with  the  public  safetr,  aad  ikr 
efficiency  of  Go%'emnK!at,  cannot  be  very  etsuMcnhfe 
Indeed,  I  luuch  duubl  whether,  if  vre  are  to  niab  f 
reasonable  surplus  uf  revenue, — I  will  not  say  apoB  Ik 
principle  of  a  sinking  fund,  but  as  the  neeefiaary  p^ 
and  prnviRion  against  the  effect  of  those  fluctuatioof  li 
which  uur  public  income  if;  liable, — anyr  further  abttMr 
reduction  of  taxation  caii  bo  onlicipateclj  fW>fn  titeulaal 
amount  of  retrenchment  that  can  be  made,  mtlna  lit 
pitxluce  of  the  reniainiog  taxeti  should  be  «x?ry  p^^ 
encreased,  in  consequence  of  the  relief  now  to  be  givcak 
the  people. 

I  will  sliortly  state  tlie  grouitds  of  this  opinimi.  Tfei 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  chtimal^  the  surplos  t(  ik 
present  year  at  alxnit  2,t)O0,O00/.  1  «-iU  take  for  ^nttd 
the  data  upon  which  this  estimate  was  made.  I  hopea^ 
right  honourable  frieiul  will  nut  think  that  I  am  doJag  ha 
a  disservice,  M'hcn  I  remark,  that  he  has  under-ataMi  it 
extent  of  relief  which  he  is  about  to  give  to  the  ^oaMf 
He  estimates  it  at  3,'k)0,000/. :  now,  the  averaf^  qa  !■«• 
nient  into  the  Exchequer  from  the  duties  about  to  be  lalts 
of)',  for  a  iieriod  of  the  la^  five  years,  was  S,73T,OO0i ;  li' 
as  the  barley  crop  failed  in  uue  of  thofle  year«,  1SS7, 1  tli^ 
it  may  be  taken  in  round  numbers  at  3,750i»OOOt,  Uvi^ 
com^Lijuently,  a  deficiency  upon  the  e&linmte<l  »-urpN»  ^ 
this  year  of  1  ,loO,()00/.  Now,  if  the  reductiob  uf  (he  4  |tf 
oentiv,  taken  at  700,000/.,  the  new  taxes  ptupoani  1^  ■} 
right  honourable  friend,  estimated  at  4O0,000ifL,  ani  Ito 
further  K;ningH  to  be  muiJe,  should  amount  idto^vte* 
;i,000,0U0/.,oursurplu6  would  be  rather le&»tlian  1 
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licinp  an  aHoWnncc  nf  nhout  two  per  rvnt.  iipnn  mir  rncomc, 
lo  niect  all  the  incidents  and  cAMCiltios  to  which  it  in 
liftble. 

Assuming,  then,  that  alM>Uttv  al>iiteinont  of  taxation 
cannot,  fur  the  present  at  least,  be  carried  further,  the  qnrs- 
tioti  which  rcmftins  for  con«dorat<oo  (and  I  can  assure  the 
Hmisc  that  I  have  anxiniisly  turned  h  in  my  own  minH»  in 
the  interval  since  the  Budgtft  ytns  matk'  kno^'n  lo  ii»)  is, 
will  the  proposed  remisMon  be  al!  that  in  re«pii«ritc  for  the 
I'ff'ectual  and  permanent  relief  of  the  OMintry  ?  I  am  wrry 
to  soy  that  1  incline  to  think  it  will  not.  In  th*  view 
which  t  take  of  nur  prew?nt  difficniliejt,  the  main  cause  of 
theni,  in  my  opinion,  as  stated  at  the  outset  of  what  I  hare 
BOW  addressed  to  the  House,  ami  which,  that  I  may  not  be 
misirader^tXKl,  in  substance  I  re|wat,  is  thii^^tbfit  in  the 
dintrilnition  of  the  Annual  w<iUth  of  the  cmmtry,  taking  it 
according  U*  the  ordinary  and  admittetl  division  into  tent, 
profitsof  stock,  and  wa^es  of  labour,  the  two  latter,  fWmi  a 
complication  of  concurrent  circumstances,  of  which  taxa- 
tion is  o«t>  are  now  in  the  receipt  of  less  than  their  just 
share.  I  may  furtiier  state,  that  such  a  ciir«lili«m  of 
society  cannot  long  \ie  eontinueil,  without  its  laying  the 
foundation  of  national  impovcrinhment.  There  is  n  short 
(Kihsage  in  Adam  SuiitVs  ^'Wealth  <»f  Nations,"  which  so 
forcibly  |x>int»  out  the  calamitous  temlcncy  of  this  condition 
of  societVi  that  I  cannot  fwlx^r  pressing  it  u(>on  the  seri- 
ous attention  of  the  House.  "  To  ctmiplain,''  he  says,  '•  of 
the  lilh-'i-al  reward  of  lal>our,  is  to  lament  u\er  the tH«ce*sary 
effect  and  cause  of  tlie  givalest  |Hib1ie  pptwperity.  The 
con<iiti(m  of  tlw  Inbourur  is  hard  in  the  stationary,  and 
BAverahle  in  the  declining  state.  The  ])rogressive  state  is 
In  rwlity  tlic  cheerful  and  the  hearty  state  to  all  the  diftcrent 
orders  of  society.  The  statiotiary  is  dull — the  declining 
uielancholy."* 

If  wc  aro  in  danger  of  falUng  into  this  state  of  things^ 
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and  if  we  caniiol  he  adequately  protected  against  the  tuk 
by  any  praitical  diminution  in  the  positive  amount  uf  our 
burthens,  may  we  uot  guard  ourselves  against  it  by  scmie 
change  in  the  principle  and  distributiuu  uf  the  remaining 
l^ution  ? 

.,;  In  appronching  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  am  awiu%  that 
I  ani  treading  upon  tender  ground.  I  know  that  I  shall 
not  only  meet  with  great  difference  uf  opinion,  but  tliat  I 
shall  expose  myself,  probably,  to  considerable  claiuour  and 
obloquy.  It  is  impossible  to  touch  u]K>n  it  without  coming 
into  collision  with  the  interests  (at  least  as  the  parties 
understand  them)  of  nuuiy,  and  those,  perhaps,  the  most 
powerful  lK)th  in  this  House  and  in  the  country.  But,  Sir* 
when  I  am  addressing  you  upon  a  subject  uf  such  deep 
importance,  I  feel  myself  bound  by  a  sense  of  public  duly, 
be  the  consequence  to  myself  ])crsonally  what  it  may, 
to  state  a  strong  doubt  (I  wish  to  put  it  no  higher), 
whether  we  shall  afibrd  adequate  relief,  without  removing 
a  larger  amount  of  those  taxes  which  press  directly  upon 
income  arising  from  capital  engaged  in  industry*  and  upon 
the  income  of  labour  to  which  that  capital  gives  employ- 
ment ^ — transferring,  as  far  as  may  be  indis|>ensable,  the 
burthen  upon  all  that  class  of  income  which  atueftlram 
capital  not  so  employed. 

Sir,  my  gallant  friend,  the  member  for  Windsor,  ha« 
called  upon  us  to  con^parc  tlie  habits  of  society,  in  the 
higher  walks  of  life,  with  what  they  were  (ifty  years  ago. 
Like  luni,  and  uitli  him,  I  have  Uvtsl  long  enough  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  change  which  has  taken  place.  Let  OBj 
man  compare  the  metrofiolis  now  with  what  it  wjis  at  tliat 
period;  not  only  its  |x>sitivc  growth,  hut  still  more  the 
extension  of  splendor  in  buildings,  in  furniture,  in  jjlate^  in 
tlie  habits  of  luxury,  and  in  display  of  every  dcficriptiou. 
Having  mentioned  plate,  Sir,  I  may  remark,  as  a  utrikiug 
evidence  of  this  change,  tlw  difference  of  tjic  omouiit  of  the 
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I  duty  upon  that  one  article,  bct-wecn  the  year  1804  and  the 

last  year.     Thi*  nite  of  duty  upon  silver  wrought  plate  in 

1804  was  1*.  3d.,  u[x>n  gold  16«.  per  ounce;  it  was  after- 

i  >»ard!t  raised  to  Ijt.  6d.  upon  silver,  and  to  Its.  upon  ^Id. 

Hut  what  has  Ix-en  the  incn^ase  in  the  net  produce  of  the 

iMxity  ?     It  has  risen  from  less  tlian  5,000/.  in  1804,  to 

,  Tipwards  of  105,000/.  in  1828;  a  rise  of  more  than  twenty- 

ifoid,  Hotwi I h standing-  the  greatly  diraiiiished  supply  from 

ilhe  mines,  and  the  consequent  cncrcasing  value,   of  the 

hprwrious  metals.     It  maybe  further  remarked,  that  this 

["Jiugmented  consumption  shows  how  lurge  a  portion  of  gold 

l^d  .silver  w  annually  diverted  from  the  purposes  of  coin  to 

|*tho9e  of  ornament  and  luxury. 

^*'  Have  tlie  article*  nujst  necessary  to  the  scanty  comfort 
of  the  hnmble  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes  been  mul- 
tiplied in  the  same  proportion  ?  I  am  afraid  that,  in  too 
l-fSnany  ca-sea,  an  inverse  ratio  would  rather  be  the  correct 
Aswer  I^ook  at  the  earnings  and  condition  of  ttiat  popu- 
[%ilion  which  raises  the  produce  of  the  soil,  or  from  early 
'dawn  to  mitlnight  throws  the  shuttle  for  bare  subsistence, 
and  compare  them  with  those  of  the  artisans,  who  minister 
to  bU  the  various  enjoyments  and  gratifications  of  wealth, 
in  this  great  town.  Contrast  the  hourly  dealings  for  mil- 
lions, at  that  great  mart  of  money,  the  Slock  Exchange, 
with  the  stinted  transacti(ms  and  falling-off  of  our  cotintrv 
markets.  In  Londrm  the  bankers,  the  monicd  men  of  all 
.^eMnptions,  complain  of  the  glut  of  money.  We  hear  of 
ven  or  eight  millions  defKisited,  for  ivant  of  employment, 
in  the  Hank  of  England  alone.  Ingenuity  is  incessantly  at 
work  in  devising  new  and  tempting  speculations,  to  call 
forth  these  locked-up  capitals,  of  which  too  large  a  jxirtion 
has  already  Iteen  thrown  away  upon  rash  aiKl  gambling 
Speculations,  or  placed  at  haxard  upon  the  precarious  Be- 
'-curity  of  foreign  loans.  In  the  country,  you  hear  of  nothing 
but  the  bewailiitgs  of  industry,  and   the  want  of  money. 
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o^niicU^cc,  antl  crodit.  The  country  IwnVcr  rcliicinnt  to 
iimkc  n*lvanivs  nnd  tho  ))nulont  man,  wlm  h  still  soIviiK, 
cautions  flnd  tardy  in  a])|>lyin«r  for  them,  Iwvaufio  prtKliii:- 
tfvo  speculation,  ho^rcver  caixfally  c^mducted,  holds  out  too 
little  ]>rosj>«l  uf  gain  to  compensate  for  the  risk  of  low, 
with  whicli,  more  or  less,  it  must  always  be  attended.  It 
ia  notorious  t)»  all,  who  know  what  is  parsing  in  the  different 
counties  of  the  kingdom,  that  country  banks, — in  better 
times  tliose  salutary  rc3er\oirs  for  the  alternate  <lepoMt  and 
distribution  of  circulating  wealth,  through  all  the  ramifica- 
tions of  active  industry— now  send  that  wealth  up  to  town, 
to  be  lent  for  short  perifKls  upon  stiK-k,  and  other  floating 
securities  upon  the  Stwk  Exchange.  This  system  \%,  per- 
haps, safe  for  themselves,  but,  at  best,  of  very  doubtftd 
benefit  to  the  ])iiblic ;  affonling,  for  aught  I  know,  to  a  few 
individuals  increased  fadlities  for  gigantic  spt-culalions; 
swelling  still  further  the  already  overgrown  fortunes  of 
sonie,  Imt  bringing  misery  and  ruin  upon  others;  and 
diverting  the  thoughts  and  aspirations  of  all  who  come 
within  its  voHcx,  from  the  sober  and  steady  cmirsrs  of 
their  forefathers,  to  pursuits  as  little  conducive,  I  beboT, 
to  individual  happiness  and  moral  worth,  as  they  ceriaijjtt 
are  to  the  growth  of  wealth  in  the  country;  pursuits 
which,  were  they  multiplied  even  an  hundred-fold,  eouU 
never  add  the  value  of  one  pq>per-corn  to  our  nation^ 
resources;  whilst  all  the  clasfies,  from  whom  alone  wvalth 
can  really  flow,  are  labouring  under  difficulties,  and  com- 
plaining of  distress. 

In  considering  the  effects  of  our  present  taxation  upon 
the  productive  industry  of  the  country,  we  must  constanih 
bear  in  mind  the  necesfliary  consequences  of  a  slate  of  iip&ce, 
and  of  a  free  comj)etitiun  of  the  industry'  of  other  countries 
with  that  of  our  own,  in  the  general  markets  of  the  world. 
These  cosisecpiencvs,  as  it  has  bivii  already  so  well  stated 
in  this  debate,  arc,  tirst, — that  wv  cannot  obtain  for  our 
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commotlitics  a  hetter  pnce  than  tftat  at  wIucH,  in  tbia  race 
of  couijietition,  tliu  like  comnKHlities  can  be  raiiied,  prcv- 
Uuced,  ontt  brought  U)  inurket,  by  other  cuuDtrics ;  antlv 
seaintHy, — ihat  the  prict*  al  whicli  we  can  sell  abruuit  must 
iletcriuiiic  the  price  in  ihc  hoiuc  inarkcl.  Now,  Sir,  let  us 
fuUiiw  nut  these  admittjxl  axioms  iu  nil  their  necessary  oiul 
Intimate  bearin^^  oiut  results. 

It  will  mit  t)e  denied  that  a  spirit  of  imprtwempot,  an 
anxious  desire  to  promote  industry,  zeal  for  the  difi'usitm 
of  knuwlctlge  iu  all  pursuits  connected  with  mechaiucul 
and  chemical  acieuce^  and  in  the  beneficial  application  of 
them  to  the  useful  purposes  of  life,  are  now  the  }>frvuding 
feelings,  not  vtily  of  every  people,  but  of  nearly  every 
Ifovemment,  in  the  civilized  world.  Neither  can  it  be, 
tltmied  tliut,  in  several  countries,  a  greater  degree  of  fre(*.> 
tUnn  in  their  institutions,  and  a  greater  Aetnirity  for  pro* 
}>erty^  have,  under  tlie  uninterrupted  eiijuymeut  of  peacv, 
pinMnotctl  the  growth  of  capital,  ami  the  other  facilities 
which  are  necea^ury  to  manufnrluriog  nnd  coinnwrciai 
enterprise.  This  i«  the  rivalry,  every  tiny  growing  more 
formidable,  witli  which  our  capital,  and  industry,  ami 
«kiU,  have  to  contend.  If  we  meet  it  under  nome  advan- 
tage<t,  we  Itave  alw>  great  and  growing  disadvantages  to 
uneotinter.  Do  not  let  ns  lose  &iglit  of  the  fearful  conw- 
queoces  wliich  must  ensue,  if  we  are  dtKtanced  in  the  race. 
The  greatest  of  all  follies  on  such  an  occasion,  woiUd  be  to 
shut  our  eyes  to  difficulties  wliicb,  taken  in  time,  we  may, 
perhajjs,  overcome,  but  which,  by  pnicrastiuatioa,  we  cazu 
nut  evade*  For  a  long  time  we  liave  been  tlw  greatest 
manufacturing  nnd  trading  luititm  in  tlie  worid.  We  ex- 
\iort  for  sale  abniad,  in  a  manutacturcti  state,  more  <ir  U-ss 
of  almost  every  thing  which  we  raise  or  produce.  <>f  the 
r«v  materials  of  our  buil  tlie  export  is  next  to  nothing. 
Xhev  are  bnrely  adefinatt\  indtvd  I  might  say  inadequate, 
ta  the  subabttmc^  V^  ^^  I^FH^>^^-     ^^pP^i  an  average  of 
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years,  ve  cannot  do  without  a  supply  of  foreign  corn ;  and 
of  cheese,  liutter,  and  other  articles  we  have  a  large 
annual  importation.  Our  com  laws,  however  ex|K<(licnt  to 
prevent  other  evils,  in  the  present  state  of  the  (xnintry,  are 
in  themselves  a  burthen  and  a  restraint  upon  its  manufac- 
turing and  conunercial  industry.  Whilst  the  products  of 
that  industry  must  descend  to  the  level  of  tlie  general 
market  of  the  world,  the  prixluct-rs,  Mt  far  as  food  ia  cun- 
cerned,  are  debarred  from  that  level.  If  the  price  of 
subsistence, — tliat  is,  the  price  of  those  particular  articles 
which  we  never  export,  and  arc  frequently  coraipelled  to 
ini|X)rt — be  materially  dearer  here  than  anywhere  elsey 
that  dearness  cannot  be  s)iit'te<l  to  the  articles  whicli  we  do 
cxporL  It  must  fall  in  the  way  of  deduction,  either  upon 
the  wages  and  comforts  of  the  lal>ourcr,  or  upon  the  profit? 
of  those  who  aff'ord  him  eniployniciit. 

Here,  then,  is  one  incWtable  cause,  con&tantLy  c^sn- 
ting  to  keep  alive  a  struggle  between  productive  capital 
and  productive  labour,  with  a  constant  tendency  to  bring 
both  to  a  lower  level : — Ijecause  the  disadvantage,  under 
wliich  they  have  to  contend,  arising  from  a  difference  b 
he  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  is  increased  in  propor- 
tion as  the  progrcRsive  improvnnent  of  rival  natiuos  ap- 
proximates their  manufacturing  skill  and  industry"  marc 
nearly  to  our  own.  Are  not,  then,  the  circumstances, 
which  enhance  the  price  of  subsistence  in  this  country*  a 
strong  reason  why  we  should  endeavour  to  h'ghten,  as  uiudi 
as  possible,  other  burthens  which,  by  their  direct  operation, 
tend  to  aggravate  this  disadvantage?  Sec  to  what  an  ex- 
tent your  Excise  and  Customs  prove  that  you  do  not  Miffi- 
ciently  attend  to  tliis  consideration !  FuH  thre«-fourth» 
of  your  revenue  are  leviet)  under  these  two  heads  ;  and  by 
far  the  greatest  proportion  of  that  amount  upon  artidft 
necessary,  either  for  the  subsistence,  the  clotliing,  or  the 
humble  comforts  of  the  labourer;  or  of  use  in  the  fabric*- 


tion  of  tJiose  articloH  to  which  his  industry  is  devoted.  Let 
ally  man  look  through  the  list  of  the  Kxcise  and  Customs, 
even  now  that  tlie  beer  aud  leather  taxes  are  removed,  and 
he  will  find  in  how  crreat  a  degree  this  obfier\atiou  still 
applies.  Candle^s  hops,  licences,  innlt,  printed  goods, 
■oap,  liritisli  spirits,  tea,  Bugar,  tobacco,  rum,  hemp, 
timber:  here  is  an  enumeration  aiiiountinj^  to  near 
80,000,000/.;  but  the  incidental  burthen  of  which,  in  re- 
straint, impediment,  and  vuxatious  interii*rence,  may  well 
}ye  estimated  at  10,000,000/.  more.  <    *   . 

These  are  the  consctpiences  of  monopoly  in  some  coses, 
ait  tea  for  instance,  and  of  the  charge  of  collection,  regula- 
tion, drawbuc-kis,  and  such  like  interfeix-nce  in  others.  They 
are,  perhaps,  unavoidable  under  the  complication  of  a  sys- 
tem, which  can  only  guard  ngniiiiit  fraud  and  evasion  in  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  by  impeding  the  development  of 
industry,  and  sacriHcing  the  improvements  of  science. 

It  is  a  common  remark,  that  the  rich  man  does  not  re- 
quire more  food  than  liis  jxK>rer  ncighliour ;  the  difference 
between  them  must  Im?  in  the  quality.  Hut,  in  many  of 
the  articles  which  I  have  enumerated,  the  consumption  of 
the  rich  is  less  than  that  of  the  poor  man.  In  others,  his 
consumjitinn  may  be  greater,  but  in  an  amount  altogether 
disprt»j3ortioned  to  their  relative  means.  The  pro|}ortion, 
however,  in  this  respect,  is  not  so  much  the  question  now, 
as  the  different  mode  in  whidi  this  system  of  taxation  falls 
upon  realixed  wealth,  and  u|>on  j)roductive  industry.  Every 
man^s  observation  muKt  satisfy  him  of  the  general  tiiith  of 
these  remu'ks.  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  that  I  sliould 
illustrate  them  in  detail. 

In  proportion  as  prices  and  wages  have  fallen,  has  this 
class  of  taxes  liecome  not  only  more  burthensonie,  but  more 
vexatious,  and  more  liable  to  eva&ion.  Take  for  instance 
Soap :  the  duty  during  the  war  might  Ix*  aliout  70  |x.t  cent. 
upon  tlie  raw  wateriaU;  it  is  now  from   ISO  to  140  per 
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ceol-     If  w«gc»  have*  fallen  in  the  same  proportion,  how' 
much  hciivier  does  thU  ta\  now  press  upon  the  labourer,^ 
and  how  much  greater  nuist  1x>  the  temptation  to  re«ort  to^* 
any  means  by  which   the  duty  may   be  avoided  ?     If  wo  ' 
julvert  to  Sugar,  we  alwUI  find  that  the   duty,  which  wa* 
formerly  one-holf  of,  now  exceed:*  the  celling  price.     \jno^fi 
ing  to  this  article,  uj»n  wI\ioh  there  has  lx?en  do  reduction 
of  duty  since  the  war,  and  considering  the  sei'cre  and  general 
distress  in  which  all  West-India  inlercsta  are  involved,   I 
cannot  but  regret  that  a  reduction  of  the  sugar  duty  s«einfi 
now  to  be  indefinitely  ]H)sipaned.     As  a  measure  of  rehcf 
it  h  urgent.     I  still  retain  the  opinion,  which  I  have  more'' 
than  once  prcseetl  upon   his  Majesty^s  Government,   thftt 
tliis  relief  might  be  given,  without  any  great  or  permanent 
sacrifice  of  revenue. 

It  is  not  to  sugar  only  that  this  observation  would  apply* 
A  general  revision  would  point  out  many  other  articles)  but-l 
the  subject  is  one  t<io  extensive  and  too  minute  for  the  yvrt- 
sent  occasion.  The  more  general  considerations,  to  which  I 
now  claim  the  attention  of  the  House,  are  Uiese:  first,  that 
no  other  country  in  Euro|K'  has  so  large  a  |)roj»rtit)n  of  it» 
tasation  beuriiig  (lirtclly  njxui  the  incomes  of  lalmur  and 
productive  capital : — secondly,  that  in  no  other  country,  u£ 
the  same  extent,  I  think  I  might  say  In  none  of  five  tira«h 
tbfr  extent  of  this  kingdom,  is  there  so  large  a  nuus  of  in- 
come, belonging  to  those  classes  who  do  not  directly  eiu|iloj| 
it  in  bringing  forth  thf  produce  of  labour ; — thirdly,  tlv 
luj  other  country  has  so  largo  a  proportion  of  its  tftxation 
mortgaged ; — in  propi»rtion  to  the  mnoimt  of  that  mort^ 
are  we  interested  in  any  measure  which,  witliout  injustic 
to  the  mortgagee,  wouhi  ten il  to  lessen  the  alwtolulc  burihc 
of  the  mortgage: — fourthly*  that  from  no  other  ct>untry  in 
the  world  docs  so  largo  a  proportion  of  the  class  iiot 
gaged  in  pr<Kliiction  (including  many  of  the  wealthy) 
their  incomes  in  foreign  parlb.    I  know  I  may  be  t^aUl,  iha 
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by  Uxing  that  iocorae,  you  run  the  risk  of  driving  them  to 
withdraw  tlieir  capital  altngether.  Mr  answer  i«,  firstv 
that  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  these  absentee* 
have  no  ituch  command  over  thu  soum.'  of  (hi*ir  income ; — • 
secondlvi  tliat  the  danger  is  now  of  anoUier  and  nmrc  aJarm- 
ixig  description, — that  of  the  productive  capitals  of  thia 
country  being  transferred  to  other  countries,  where  they 
vrould  lie  secure  of  a  more  proiitotilc  return.  The  relief  oi 
industry  is  tltc  reiiurdy  agaiji&t  tiiat  danger. 

One  of  the  objections  made  to  any  direct  tax  upon  io- 
coine,  vwt\  liLiiite<I>  im  I  have  dcM:rilied,  to  capital  not 
directly  employed  in  the  pursuits  o{  industry,  is,  that  it 
may  be  very  tit  as  a  war  measure,  but  that  it  is  not  suited 
to  a  state  of  [jeace*  My  answer  is,  that  this  pru(>osition  \a 
ttxj  gcnt-ral.  What  may  be  wry  well  rnhtped  to  a  state  of 
|>eace  or  war  under  given  circumstances,  may  become  inex- 
|H.*dient  when  the  beariof^  of  those  circumstances  is  alto- 
getbar  changed.  In  war,  the  wages  of  labour  and  the  profits 
of  capital  may  he  Uiijh.  In  peace,  they  may  be  greatly  do- 
presseil.  In  Uk-  former  supposition,  taxes  liearing  u[x>n 
industry  will  be  more  lightly  felt;  in  the  latter,  their 
pressure  will  Ik*  very  severe;  and,  if  not  alleviated,  will 
daily  become  more  so,  by  exhausting  the  very  springs  of 
that  industry'  from  which  they  arc  derived.  Let  gentle- 
men  seriously  weigh  in  their  own  minds,  whether  this  be 
not  llie  risk  againbl  which  it  is  imist  earnest  to  provide. 

I  h«ve  already  shown,  u|Kin  higher  authurity  than  my 
owa— that  of  the  ChanceUor  of  tlie  Exchequer — that  the 
amount  remitted  by  a  change  in  our  taxation,  would  be  a 
very  inadequate  measure  of  tl»e  real  taring,  and  i*outin- 
^nt  relief,  to  industry ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
pnxluce  of  the  tax  to  be  substituted  would  lie  commensu- 
rate with  what  it  might  subtract  from  the  incomes  of  the 
ctaiises,  by  which  it  would  be  |uud.  The  landlord,  the 
fundholder,  the  mortgagee,  the  annuitant  of  every  deficrip- 
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tk>n,  would  moreover  be  dirertly  benefited,  to  tlic  extent  of 
bis  consumption  of  tlle  articles  upon  which  the  preMiil 
taxes  might  be  reduced  itf  alx>lislic<l.  Each  would  be  iri- 
directly  benciited,  by  the  stironlus  and  ndditiunal  eaac 
which  would  be  given  U>  tlie  industriou:^  classt-'h.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  laiid^>wiier.  ('on  any  nian  doubt,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  relief  aAbrded,  would  be  the  means  and 
desire  of  the  industrious  classes  to  consume  more  of  all  the 
productions  of  the  soil,  wliich  constitute  their  habitual 
comforts  and  luxuries: — more  meat, — more  malt* — luoa* 
cheese — more  butter,^-«nd  more  of  all  the  other  aitidtt 
which  comiot  be  said  to  be  of  absolute  and  primary  bccc** 
flty  ?  Can  any  man  doubt,  that  the  consumption  (»f  ihew 
articles  is  now  checked,  if  not  actually  diminished,  by  the 
straitened  circumstances  of  oiu*  lulkiurin^  population? 
Should  their  condition  become  still  harder, — and,  in  ordrr 
to  maintain  our  competition  in  the  foreign  market,  I  fear 
that,  without  the  relief  which  I  hnrc  8U^^ested  it  muAl, — 
ifl  it  not  obvious  that  the  consumption  of  these  articles^  and, 
with  the  consumption,  the  price  must  decline  ? 

Should  this  be  the  unfortunate  career  in  which  we  are 
proceeding;;,  we  may  have  p;leams  of  sunshine,  but  til 
transient  brightness  will  uot  be  sutHcieut  to  disperse 
thickening  ^loom  which  will  be  gathering  round  us,  and  in 
which  all  interests  and  all  classes  H-ill  be  finally  enTelopal. 
For  the  contentment  of  the  poor  man, — for  the  eotufurtof 
the  middling  claHse^s, — for  the  enjoyment  of  llie  ricb,~-for 
tike  security  of  all,  it  becomcK  the  paramount  duty  of  thoee* 
to  wliom  the  welfare  and  liappinessof  the  country  areouin- 
initted,  well  to  pi-obe  the  sources  of  our  present  difficulties; 
and  if  they  are  satistied  Umtthey  are  produeeilin  oiiy  nsi- 
siderable  degree  by  the  causes  to  which  I  hare  advcrUti, 
not  to  be  tardy  or  timid  in  applying  a  remedy. 

If  I  have  dwelt  upon  these  subjects  at  greater  Wofttfa 
than  1  had  iitttuded,  1  have  done  so  because  1  have  tliQUf^ 
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it  my  duty,  an  an  unconnected  memljcr  of  ParUnment,  iwt 
to  shrink  from  stating  my  views  re!t})ecting  them.  The 
prwition  of  a  minirtcr  in  this  H(jum.'  is  very  different  from 
that  of  an  indindual.  I  know  how  diificult  a  thing  it  mif;ht 
be  for  Government,  even  if  they  comuir  in  my  views  to 
carry  them  into  eflTect ;  and  I  am  fully  aware  of  all  the  in- 
convenience  which  would  arise  from  their  at  all  hintinj^  at 
that  concurrence,  miles»  they  were  prepared  to  act  u|K>n  it. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  ours  is  a  choicv  of  difficullies,  mid 
that  the  course  which  I  hare  augfi;eftted  would,  I  sincerely 
believe,  )ye  nioM  beiK-Hcial  to  the  country.  If  thrso  views 
are  not  eJit4-rtuiuL*d  hy  others  in  thtx  I  rotisi-,  or  sanctiourd  hy 
pulilic  opinion  out  of  doiirs  it  wnidd  lie  vain  to  expect  that 
they  should  lead,  at  present,  to  any  pnutical  result.  But 
if,  at  any  future  day,  a  M-nse  (A'  the  public  interest  should 
induce  his  Majesty's  Government  to  art  upon  them,  1  slioll 
be  prepared  to^ve  my  most  cordial  assistance  and  supporty 
towards  overcoming  the  various  difficuUies,  which  1  am 
fully  sensible  must  arise  in  carrying  those  \'irws  into  effect, 
aud  towards  conciliating  the  feelings  of  all  who  might  crm- 
tinue  adverse  to  their  adoption. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  allusion  has  frequently  hem 
made  to  {wssible  improvements  in  the  Ranking  SvBten),  as 
one  means  of  uifording  some  relief  to  the  country  ;  and  I 
understood  mv  right  honourable  friend,  the  I^rcHidrnt  of 
the  IViard  of  Trade,  to  Miy*  that  be  expectetl  much  Ix^iofit 
fnmi  a  revi^on  of  the  syst**m  of  Country  Ixmkjs  and  from 
gmng  piiblicitv  to  their  proceedings.  I  am  friendly  to 
poblirity.  But  if  it  be  required  from  banking  establioh- 
fits  in  the  «Hmlr>-,  I  trust  that  the  same  nde  will  Ix- 
pplied  to  thr  Hank  of  the  Slate — the  liauk  of  England. 
Had  that  system  of  publicity,  of  which  my  right  hooour- 
alile  friend  is  tlic  advricate,  prevaiUil  IktMeeii  iHidt  nnd 
1896,  it  would,  in  mv  opinion,  have  guarde<!  us  fn>m  the 
risk  of  such  a  calamity  as  tlwi  which  woa  upon  the  point 
'     2  X  « 
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of  taking  place,  at  a  ])eriod  of  profound  peace,  tuwartU  llic 
close  of  the  year  18S5. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  in  making  tliis  observation,  to  cast 
any  reflection  upon  the  Directors  of  the  llnnk  of  Knglantl. 
I  know  that  thi-y  are  zealous  and  di.sinten*stetl  in  the 
management  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  them.  But  it  is 
tlieir  duty,  in  that  management,  to  look  to  the  interests  of 
the  IkkIv  of  proprietors  whom  they  represent.  It  is  the 
duty  of  this  House,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  think  liC  to 
grant  a  monopoly,  to  surround  and  fence  it  with  such  regu- 
lations, as  may  prevent  the  public  interests  from  being 
prejudiced,  by  being  placed  in  collision  with  the  interests  of 
tliose,  upon  whom  the  monopoly  is  conferred. 

The  first  of  all  oiu"  cares,  in  revising  llie  Banking  system 
of  the  country,  must  1k'  tcj  satisfy  ourselves  that  nothing  i* 
omitted,  in  the  way  of  precaution,  which  moy  tend  to  secure 
the  public  against  a  possible  recurrence  of  tliat  greatest  o^ 
all  calamities,  anotlier  suspension  of  c-ash  payments.  1 
cannot  pass  over  even  this  opportunity  of  repealing  mv 
doubts,  whether  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  are  conducted  with 
a  sufficient  regard  to  this  piiramoimt  object.  With  their 
original  capital  all  locked  up  u|)on  loan  to  Government, 
they  have,  al  the  same  time,  nearly  the  whole  of  their  out- 
standing credit  rcHting  upon  securities,  equally  unavailalilf. 
The  sound  system  of  banking,  on  the  contrary,  wouU 
!ip)x'ar  to  ixHjuire,  that  the  amount  of  their  issues  sliuuld  be 
more  immediately  within  their  command,  as  the  only  cer- 
tain prtitection, — for  themselves,  against  those  cmergenci»s 
that  will  occur,  even  in  time  of  peace, —  for  the  public, 
against  a  recurrence  of  the  dreadful  effects  of  such  a  panic 
«sthatofl8S5. 

There  fs  no  saying  how  soon,  should  trade  revive  with 
more  than  its  usual  activity,  we  may  again  witness  another 
season  of  excitement,  and  extravagant  speculation.  SliouU 
an  unfavourable  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  be  the  cofr 
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secjuencc,  their  turning  agoinHt  us  would,  fur  n  tiiiii',  rathpr 
encourage  than  repress  that  spirit  of  speculation.  The 
salutary  check,  under  such  a  continj;c'ncy,  can  onl^^  be 
applied  by  the  prudence  of  the  Bank  of  England.  But 
how  is  that  check  to  be  called  into  action,  without  the  risk 
of  panic,  if  both  the  capital  and  credit  of  the  Dank  are 
locked  up  in  dead  weight,  in  exchequer  hills,  in  mortgages 
upon  land,  in  an  mlvance  to  the  rebuilding  of  London 
Bridge? — all  of  them,  I  admit,  assets  most  iKrfectly  solid 
and  secure,  but  all  of  that  inconvertible  description,  ujwn 
which  no  banking  establi^imcnt,  I  think,  having  the  whole 
of  its  outstanding  engagements  payable  upon  demand, 
ought  to  re&t  so  large  a  [tortion  of  its  liabilities.  This, 
however,  is  a  fit  subject  for  a  scj)anUe  invei^tigation,  ami 
into  which,  therefore,  I  will  not  go  more  at  Urge  on  the 
present  occaxitm. 

I  have  detainetl  the  House,  I  am  aware,  longer  than 
any  member,  having  no  official  duties  to  discharge,  can  be 
justified  in  claiming  their  attention.  My  ajwlogy  must 
be,  in  jKirt,  that  I  have  had  to  defend  measures,  for  which 
I  am  more  immefliately  n^ft|K*nsible,  as  having  brought 
them  forward  when  I  was  in  office;  and,  jmrtly,  that  I 
have  tliuught  this  a  fit  occasion  for  stating  the  views  which 
I  enterUiin  of  the  present  condition  of  the  country.  1  cor- 
dially thank  the  House  for  the  indulgence  with  which  the}' 
hAve  heard  mc  ujion  these  ini|K>rtant  topics. 

After  all — do  what  we  will,  say  what  we  may — the  im- 
mense sucrifieos  and  uopju-allelcd  exertions  of  the  lost  long 
war  must  tell,  in  abridging  the  comforts,  and  adding  to 
the  difficulties,  of  the  present  generation.  Fifteiii  years 
h*vc  now  elap^ied  since  that  war  was  brought  to  a  ghirious 
termination.  From  its  commencement  I  have  Ik-cu  more 
or  less  in  public  life.  In  the  course  of  it,  there  is  scarcely 
a  conceivable  trial  of  fortitude  to  which  the  country,  and 
those   who  administered   iUi    affairs,    were    not    ex^iKs.1. 
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Mutiny  in  tmr  fletU, — civil  war  in  Ireland, — ibe  ao|^M|^ 
of  the  Bank, — defection  of  our  allies, — U»e  overthrow  acul 
subjugation  of  all  tlie  great  powers  of  Europe  by  the  enemy 
to  wluL-h  we  were  opposed, — our  commetoe  placed,  under 
an  intcrJicI  in  every  jmrt  of  the  civilized  world, — thcat 
are  some  of  the  e\i\s  of  which,  having  ivitnesaed  tUc  (iret 
overwhelming  shock,  I  shall  retain  tlirough  life  a  vivid 
recollection,  liut,  oinid  all  tin-  sceiK's  of  alarm  und  dtv 
s{x>ndency,  I  might  almost  say  despair,  occasioned  by  tlus 
succession  of  calamities,  I  tax  my  memory  in  vaia  for  one 
single  act  of  weakness  or  diahunour,  of  spoliation  ur  bad 
faith.  Never  did  such  exficdicnls  suggest  thrmsclvea  Co 
those  great  and  lirm  njindfi  that  then  presided  over  the 
defitioies  of  tJie  country.  If  in  vain  I  tax  my  memory  for 
one  act  of  tha^  descjiption,  upon  wMch  any  man«  tlie  moat 
envious  of  my  country^s  fame^  can  put  his  Ungcr  and  tay^ 
"  thi.s  is  a  blot  in  your  annals,'"  give  me  leave  to  add,  that 
should  you,  in  an  evil  hour,  venture  to  debase  your  cur- 
rency, you  will  commit  an  act  of  fraud  at  which  that  finger 
of  scorn  will  point  for  ever  after,  as  the  hoiur  of  your  ahatnc 
and  humiliation;  and  that  the  period  will  not  then  be 
distant,  in  which  you  will  deeply  rejient,  but  repent  too 
late,  the  irretrievable  consequences  of  so  ruinous  a  yrth 
cceding. 

i^rf  or  myself,  I  once  more  enter  my  protest  against  such 
an  infringement  of  the  national  faith.  I  caimot  vote  either 
in  support  of  the  original  motion,  or  of  the  amendment. 
Takett  abstractedly,  tliey  both  embrace  too  wide  a  field  for 
any  useful  enquiry.  But  my  greater  objection  is,  that  I 
eaimut  separate  tlie  wi^h  for  enquiry,  from  the  gnmndi 
u(Kin  which  that  wish  stands  recommended  to  the  House, 
by  almost  every  member  who  has  supported  it.  Again,  lo 
the  form  of  the  enquiry,  as  recommended  in  the  original 
motion,  I  have  an  insu^x'nible  objection.  In  the  mode  n> 
cununeuded  by   the   amendment  1  uiight  liavc  coacumd« 
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mure  limitcil  in  Us  objwts-  Irom  cnqiunes  > 
latter  nadirt*  I  exptHrt  much  1)«;iipHl  ;  m\d  his  Majesty^s 
Oovemmetit  do  nnt  appear  to  be  adverse  to  them.  They 
havt  already  cnnsented  to  prnnt  a  committor  to  enquire  into 
the  i-cmdition  of  the  poor  in  Ireland.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exrho<]uerha«  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  regulate  the  Dead  Weight  sy»tem ;  and  has  said, 
that  he  shall  have  no  objivtiun  to  refer  tliat  Hill,  UigeUier 
with  the  whole  subject^  to  a  i*ommitletf  up  stairs  My 
hi>nourabIe  friend,  the  member  for  Dover,  has  a  nolioc  oo 
the  order  book,  for  a  select  committee  to  investigate  the 
effect  of  the  present  system  of  our  Taxation,  upon  the  pro- 
ductive clasps  of  the  country.  Whether  the  proposed  com- 
mittee will  be  granted  or  not,  I  cannot  tell;  bat  this  I 
know,  that  whenever  my  honourable  friend  shall  bring  for- 
ward his  motion,  he  shnlj  have  my  warmest  support.  Wc 
have  already  a  committee  sitting  to  enquire  into  the  atfairs 
of  the  Kast-India  Companv*  and  into  their  monopoly  of  the 
trade  with  China.  In  like  manner,  I  hope  we  shall  have  a 
conmuttee  t<>  enquire  into  the  Banking  System  of  the 
country,  inconnection  with  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Hank  of  England.  It  is  by  enquiries  thus  limited  to  sjtecific 
objects  that  we  shall  arrive  at  more  satisfactory  results,  than 
by  g»^nng  into  a  couuiiitteis  purporting  to  Ix*  for  an  enquiry 
into  the  causes  of  distress  generally, — a  species  of  enquiry 
cb,  in  my  judgment,  could  not  (wssibly  lead  to  any  good, 
it  which,  in  the  expectation  of  its  promoters,  uiight  lead 
'to  wliat  1  consider  the  greatest  possible  eril, — the  unset- 
thng  and  disturbing  the  present  monetary  system  of  the 
oouatry. 
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MR.  POULETT  THOMSON'S  MOTION  FOR  A  REVISION 
OF  THK  SYSTEM  OF  TAXATION. 

MurcJi  25. 

Mr.  Poulett  Thomion  roov-ed  for  a  Select  CmninitCM',  to  cnqmiv-l 
into  the  expediency  of  mtikin|r  a  Revision  of  tlio  ptVKent  System  4^1 
Taxation,  The  iiiuiion  was  xupported  by  Mr.  Bankvs,  Mr.  Rubinsoni] 
Mr.  MaWrly,  Mr.  UHring,  Mr,  E.  J.  Pcnison,  Mr.  Warburton,  Sir] 
Henry  Paracl!,  and  Lord  Altborp;  and  opposed  by  the  CIioDcvlIor  i>f| 
(he  Kxc))ef|uer,  Cieneral  Gascojite,  Mr.  Herries,  Mr.  Bright,  and  Mr*,! 
Secretary  Peel. 

Mr.  HusKissoN  said,  that  the  only  part  of  tlie  speech  of" 
the  liouoiirable  member  for  Dover  from  which  he  entirely 
dissented,  was   the  pro]x>sal  of  a  vote  of  credit,  or,  if 
understood  him  correctly,  a  succcBsion  of  votes  of  creditiJ 
He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  the  President  of  th«< 
Board  uf  Trade,  that  when  a  first  step  in  tliis  way  was  taken, 
no  one  knew  where  it  would  stop.     lie  ownetl  he  coidd 
agree  with  his  right  honourable  friend,   the  Home 
tary,  that  if  the  House  supported  this  motion  ou  any  Tie* 
of  a  subject  which  was  not  consistent  with  the  view  of 
right   honourable    gentleman,    it    would   be    placing 
Govemmeut   in  such  a  situation,  that  it  would  be  na 
manly  and  consistent  to  declare  that  the  House  plactnl 
confidence  in  his  Majesty ""s  ministers. 

With  respect  to  referring  questions  of  taxation  to  a  cum-' 
mittee, — without  going  so  for  back  as  the  adioiiiistration  of 
Sir  Roliert  Walpole,  examples  might  bo  found  in  favour  of 
the  })nictice  in  recent  times.  The  Salt  duty  liail  Iieen  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  who  were  expretJijly  in&tructe<l  (o 
inquire  into  the  best  mode  of  commuting  it.  Two  tUHcrent 
committees  had  reported  on  the  propriety  of  taking  off"  the 
tax  on  Leather.  And  yet,  in  these  cases,  there  had  b«n 
no  alarni  in  the  public  uiiud^^ — no  change  of  govcimiieut, — 
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autl  no  lota  of  confidence  in  his  Mujofilv^ii  ministers.  If 
the  House  of  Couinums  could  not  refer  such  subjectji  to  a 
committee^  without  cndaogering  titc  safety  of  tlie  country, 
it  had  better  give  up  inquisition  altogether.  Wlial  were 
the  committco<i  on  foreign  trade,  and  what  the  committee 
which  recommended  the  taking  off  the  prohibition  from  the 
silk  ipamifacture  ?  It  had  been  the  same  with  bullion,  the 
currency,  the  one-pound  note!i  in  18S6;— >they  were  all 
measures  which  wen*  first  of  all  investigate<l  by  committees 
of  the  House.  Even  the  great  question  of  the  corn  laws 
had  1)een  referred  to  a  committee,  and  the  principal  point 
for  the  conHideration  of  that  C!ommittee,  was  no  less  than 
w}iether  there  should  be  an  entin*  prohibition  of  foreign 
com,  or  a  tax  upon  the  imjwrtalion  of  it.  Those  who 
were  60  sanguine  as  to  anticipate  the  possibility  of  reducing 
any  of  our  prewnl  taxes  without  substituting  new  ones, 
would  naturally  first  direct  their  inquiries  to  the  bear- 
ings of  the  present  system;  and  this  could  be  mf»st  effec- 
tually accomplished  ,by  the  appointment  of  a  select 
eoiimiittee. 

The  honourable  memlx-r  for  Dover  had  not  touched  upon 
the  mah  tax;  yet  it  was  not  a  subject  to  be  overlooked,  par- 
ticularly when  thev  Ijore  in  mind,  that  the  excise  rogida- 
lions  addetl  at  least  lifty  |)er  cent,  in  restraint  and  annoy- 
ance, to  the  hard-working  industry  of  the  country,  beyond 
what  they  were  the  means  of  bringing  in  to  the  revenue. 
It  had  lieen  said,  that  this  was  the  province  of  Govern- 
ment, not  of  a  Conmiittce ;  but  he  asked  in  return,  why 
they  had  selected  the  leather-tax  for  rcjical  ?  Was  it  not 
tiecause  tlie  disproportionate  relation  of  loss  to  the  jxtiple 
with  gain  to  the  revenue  had  l>een  alrea^ly  |X)inted  out 

llic  honourable  nicml>er  for  Brid|x>rt  hiul  alluded  to  the 
mode  of  taxing  foreign  Timber,  and  he  fully  concurred  in 
all  that  he  had  said  as  to  its  injpolicy.  We  certainly  in- 
creased tlie  employment  of  our  !^hipping ;  but  it  coidd  not 
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be  inaiiitainctl,  that  ivc  proraot«l  tbc  general intercsteuf  the 
country.  He  did  not  look  forward  to  the  rqieul  of  a  ^g\e 
tax  wliich  hud  been  [xjiuted  out ;  but  be  was  anxioub  to 
examine  into  the  proportion  between  the  actual  buixlen  im- 
jKjsed  upon  the  peoy>le,  and  the  amount  of  taxation  received 
into  tlie  Exchequer.  There  vfoa  no  intention  of  taking 
the  Bud^'t  out  of  tlie  hands  of  Government;  but  this 
good  W(]uld  at  all  events  result  from  the  nioLioD, — the 
opioionH  of  independent  nienibers,  as  to  tlie  practical)! lity 
of  particular  reductions,  would  go  fortli  to  the  public,  and 
be  at  length  forced  on  the  ado])tion  of  Ministers,  if  upuct 
examination  they  should  be  esteemed  exj)edieut. 

Witli  re^jard  to  liis  own  imputed  s([ueamishne&s  about  the 
I'roperty-tax,  he  should  merely  say,  that  it  had  been  his 
object  only  to  point  out  how  far  the  mode  of  levying  such 
a  tJix  in  these  times,  oii^ht  to  differ  from  that  introduced  at 
tlie  perioti  of  the  war.  He  hatl  merely  expressed  a  doubt, 
whether  the  country  would  ever  right  itself,  without  recdv- 
ing  some  greater  relief  than  could  possibly  be  odministefvt) 
by  u  direct  repeal  of  taxation.  Tlie  motle  of  levying  the 
revenue  was  a  subject  fraught  with  interest  to  all  wlio 
desired  to  sec  eamomy  practised  in  the  management  of  the 
state,  and  he  could  see  nothing  irregular  in  projjosing  such 
an  iiu|uiry, — more  e.sjifcially  at  a  time  when  a  general  im- 
pression was  entertained  throughout  every  part  of  the  kiug- 
dam,  that  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  int^sreaU 
eouUI  not  exist  under  the  pressure  of  tlie  existing  direct 
taxation  upon  industry. 

Another  great  source  of  the  pressure  of  the  public  burthens 
was  to  be  traced  to  proliibitioiis  and  restraints  on  conioicrce^ 
which  equally  demanded  an  attentive  consideration.  Forif 
relief  were  granted  to  the  ojierative  industry  €»f  the  country 
— to  the  milliouo  of  consumers — tlie  landed  intere6t»  he  fdt 
tuisured,  would  at  once  ex|Kricncc  the  good  effects  of  the 
bcneht  which  wuuld  guccruc  from  it.    In  Hirniinghaiu  aloue. 
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it  w«8  ascertained  that  the  consumption  of  meat  had  dtmi- 
niflbed  by.  one-third.  The  honourable  member  for  Cal- 
lington  had  alluded  to  the  case  of  France ;  but  the 
French  territory,  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  was  not 
nearly  so  extended  as  it  was  during  the  revolutionary 
war, — a  war  actually  occasioned  by  the  heavy  taxes  which 
oppressed  and  weighed  down  the  people  at  that  time. 
France  in  those  days,  could  not  raise  a  revenue  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  francs ;  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  a  deficiency  of  sixty  millions 
-had  been  the  immediate  cause  uf  that  revolution.  But 
what  was  her  condition  at  present  ?  Why,  she  was  able 
to  pay  a  thousand  millions.  It  was,  he  said,  his  unalterable 
conviction,  that  we  could  not  upliold  the  Com  Laws  now 
in  existence,  together  with  the  present  taxation,  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  national  prosperity,  and  preserve 
■public  contentment.  That  those  laws  might  be  repealed 
without  aiTecting  tlie  landed  interest,  whilst,  at  the  same 
time,  the  distress  of  the  people  might  be  relieved, 
he  never  had  any  doubt  whatever.  A  general  feeling 
prevailed,  that  some  change  must  be  effected  and  that 
speedily ;  nor  were  there  any  individuals  more  thoroughly 
persuaded  of  it  than  those  who  moved  in  the  humbler 
walks  of  life.  Whether  a  committee  of  inquiry  were 
appointed  or  not,  he  was  glad  that  this  motion  hod  been 
made,  as  the  discussion  would,  no  doubt,  attract  that 
attention  which  the  luminous  speech  of  the  lionourable 
member  for  Dover,  apart  from  the  considerations  suggested 
by  the  subject  itself,  so  richly  deserved. 

The  House  diviilcil.    Fur  Ihc  motiuiii  7H,  of  wltoui  Mr.  lIunkiMOU 
was  one.     Aguinst  it  107- 
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MR.  CHARLES  GRANT'S  MOTION  RKSPECTINO  THI 
AFFAIR  OFF  TERCEIRA. 

April  SS. 

This  day,  Mr.  Chtrles  Grant  called  the  attention  of  the  Huu^c  la 
the  Affair  ofT  Tcrcetra,  and  murvd  the  foUowing^  RcBolatiocu : — 

1.  "  That,  prior  to  the  12th  December  lt<2rt,  her  Mujc«ty.  the 
Queen  I>oiina  Mitria  H.  had  been  rocoptiized  bj-  his  Mujoity,  aiid  the 
uUier  ^rt'Ht  powcn  (if  Europe,  to  be  lof^itiiuule  Qui'lmi  of  Purtu^; 
and  that,  at  the  }>eriud  abuvenained,  the  said  Queen  was  residing  ia 
this  enontry,  and  hud  been  received  by  Ms  Majesty  with  the  accni- 
tonied  honoura  of  her  royal  rank. 

2.  '*  Thui,  on  the  said  12lh  December,  the  t»Umd  of  Terccira, 
port  of  the  dominions  of  the  Queen  of  Pnrtug:ul,  waa  govrmcd  IfT 
DUthoritieRt  civil  nnd  military',  in  allegiance  to  her  Majesty- 

.*!.  "  TliBt,  on  the  said  I2th  Dfceinher,  iDstnictinnj  were  g^ir«n  by 
the  Lords  Com  mi  mi  on  cm  of  the  Admiralty,  Ftating*,  that  *  a  conal- 

*  derable  number  of  Portuguese  Mildiers,  and  other  fnreig^ners,  wf 

*  about  to  Bail  in  tran(<ports  from  Plymouth  or  Falmouth,  nnd  It  U 

*  iuppo!tcd  they  intend  making^an  attack  on  Terceirm,  or  other  of  the 

*  Weatern  Itdes  ;  anil  his  Majesty  having  been  plea»cd  to  comniaod 

*  that  a  naval  force  should  be  immediately  despatched  to  interrupt  any 

*  ffuch  nttcinpt,  you  arc  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  ^hlp 
'  and  sWp  natnt'd  in  the  niar^Mo,  under  your  command^  and  lo  pro- 

*  cet'd,  with  ail  pOKstiblc  expedition,  to  Terceirw ;  and,  having  s«car- 

*  taincd  that  you  have  succeeded  In  reaching^  that  i^^land   before  tin 

'  tranBporta  above  alluded  to,  you  will  remain,  ymravlf  at  An}*ra  ar^ 

*  Praia,  or  cruising  close  to  the  island  in  the  most  adviHikble  poMliaftl 
'  for  interruptini;  any  vi^cels  arrivinj^  off  it ;    and  yfu  wJU  detMbi 

*  the  other  ahips  m  you  nball   deem  best  for  prcventtnf  the  aforeaaid 

*  force  from  rrachinf;  any  of  tho  other  islands.' 

4.  **  That,  on  the  arrival  of  tho  naval  force  sent  lo  Terceira,  in  piir- 
FtunncG  of  lhe<40  instructtonH,  the  cnmmand)n||f  officer  ftuind    tliat  \ 
land  in  posseesion  of,  nnd  povemed  hy,  the  aniborilie«  abo\'Tt.t 
tinned. 

5.  "  That,  in  tlie  bopinninp  of  January  I  H2fl,  a  number  of  Portogne 
flubjects  or  soldierA  of  Iht  ^aid  Majv!«ty,  voluntarily  left  thin  country^ 
u-ith  a  view  of  repairing  to  the  vuid  inland,  and  that  their  dep»rtufv 
and  destiuatiun  were  known  to  his  Majesty's  GovernmenI ;  that  thrv 
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appear  to  hare  embarked  and  aailed  in  anarmrd  merrhont  nhip*. 
to  hare  been  unaccompaniFd  hy  oiiy  na^iU  furcr,  and  tHotiiM<lvi>« 
withovt  sny  iinrw  nr  amimiajtiiiii  nf  wv. 

fi.  "  That  (hp«c  unnruicd  ia«rohaiil  »lupi  aad  paaaengrr*  wnv  prp- 
1  by  Kia  MmJMty**  naval  riirr4>a,  ««>nt  fur  the  purpm*,  from  rn- 

rine  ibe  barbntir  of  Piirto  Praia;  and  that  af\pr  fhi*y  bad  bvrn 
firrd  intn,  and  blood  bod  been  apilird,  (bey  warr  rompcllrd,  un- 
der the  threat  of  fiirtber  um  of  forcr,  a|;niii  l»  prucmt  to  an,  and 
warned,  *  to  quit  ibe  neiijhboiirliood  of  Tcrceira,  and  tb«  r»"t  uf  Um 
Aatire*,  but  tbnt  tbcy  might  proceed  wberevwr  i*t««  tbey  cjiight  ibiiik 
|in>per.' 

7*  "  That  tbe  uae  of  Corer  in  intiirceptin);  Ihrae  unarmed  vraaeU, 
mad  prereating  them  ancbortnir,  and  landing  ihrir  paa«mf^m  tn  lh» 
harbour  of  Purto  Praiu,  wa»  a  linlaltim  of  Ui«  aorvreignly  of  fbi* 
state  to  whicb  tbc  iRland  of  Tcrceira  bolonf^  ;  wnd  (Jwt  tjui  fiiribcr 
interference  *  to  rompel  ib(-*e  toerchatit  aliipM  nr  tnui«por1a  to  (juil 
*  the  nelgbbourbood  of  tbe  Aitnren,*  irua  an  aMumption  of  jurisdictinn 
upon  tb«  bigh  seas,  neltbrr  juttified  by  (be  necei^ily  of  the  caku,  o»r 
aani-tioned  by  the  i;«fni<ral  law  of  nation*."  , 

On  tbi>  fir^t  Itvsolution  bein((  put,  it  wan  oppoaed  by  l^ord  Kraoeii 
Lvvfaim  flower,  who  moved  tbe  pnrrioui  quntion.  Tlw  orifriual 
niotiiMi  waa  supported  by  ]>r.  Pblltiinore,  Lord  8amlon,  Hir  Janm 
Mackintosh,  Mr.  WimhI,  Sir  Kranrii»  Hurdelt.  and  Mr.  yiaiilcy  ;  (h« 
previous  (jucftiion  by  Mr.  Batloy,  Mr.  Cmirt^uay,  Mr.  HorarvTwiaa, 
the  fioliciior-firiu-ful,  Mr.  rr<tU"*r.  and  Mr.  Si-.rediry  Pvel. 

Mr.  HrsKiisov  said:  —  Sir,  1  am  prinripaUv  indncwl  Ut 
luldreiis  the  Moiihc,  at  thia  tati*  hour,  by  what  has  falJen 
fi^jiu  my  right  honoiirnble  friend,  the  Socrctory  for  the  Home 
D(*partnient,  iti  rcfcrftiCL'  to  niy  Into  lainent«l  friend,  Mr. 
Canning.  My  right  honourable  fViemI  adniili^  that  oar 
conduct  has  been  a  depaiiure  from  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  natioDK ;  and  therefore  that  it  was  not  to  be  Justified, 
unlcHa  (bctaled  by  nect-sKity.  I  should  almost  Ik*  led  to 
infer,  by  the  teitor  «f  hi«  ar^ment,  tliat  tuy  ri^t  honour* 
able  friend  meant  to  settle  the  whole  question,  hy  «h4)wing, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  Darbacena  had  made  our 
proce«!inps  Oj^ainst  the  refu/^s  unavuidable.  But  what 
iJid  the  Monntis  JBarbacena  coil  ujK)n  tbe  Government  to 
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do?    To  commit,  it  would  be  answered,  a  breach  of  noiKJ 
mKty  against  the  existin^^  Government  of  Portugal ;   an^' 
was  that,  I  must  ask  in  return,  a  justification  for  acttiaUyl 
committing  a   breach  of  neutrality   against   the  oppositt 
party?     I  think  nut.     On  the  contrary,  the  comU-mnaLitn 
pnmouDced  by  the  Ministers,  on  the  acts  rtxpiired  to  b©l 
ilone^  is  a  condemnation  of  the  act  perfonnetl. 

My   right  lionourablL>  friend  has  said,  that   tJie  partinj 
contrived  to  evade  the  municipal  laws  of  this  country',  and] 
violated  its  neutrality  by   proceeding  to  Terceira.     But^l 
having  evadwl  our  laws,  we  had  no  right  to  punisli  tlii-m : 
we  might  have  had  some  authority  over  them,  a£  long  a» 
they  were  wjtldn  our  jurisdiction  ;  hut  the  very  complamt 
made  against  tlieni  proved  lliat  they  had  es«.aj)ed  l)eyond  the 
limits  which  the  laws  of  nations  recognizcil  as  the  linutii  uf 
our  power. 

My  right  honourable  friend  has  referred  to  an  opinion  of 
Mr.  Canning  on  the  raemorahlc  debate  on  the  Alien  Bill ; 
and  it  is  ]w4ncipally  with  a  view  to  correct  my  right  horanir- 
able  friend  U{»n  this  point,  that  I  now  rise.  I  uiust  remind 
him,  that  the  object  of  that  Bill  was,  to  give  the  Govrm- 
ment  of  this  co\mtry  a  municijwil  powrr  within  its  recug-^ 
nized  limits,  which  it  could  not  otherwise  cxemseh^ 
Mr.  Canning  did  at  tliat  time  allude  to  the  mochinatiaw 
of  individuals  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Spain;  bat  to 
make  that  case  strictly  aualagous  to  the  present*  it  muM 
be  shown,  that  tlie  individuals  of  wlioni  Mr.  Canning 
complained,  had  evaded  our  laws;  and  that  wc  pimned 
and  arrested  them  in  a  yjlace  not  under  our  jurisdiction,  and 
punished  them  for  the  evasion. 

These  fireum stances,  liowever,  were  wanting  In  the  rasur 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Canning,  and  he  took  csre^  hy  wandng 
the  )>arties  concerned,  to  prevent  a  breach  of  neutrality, 
whili*  his  Majesty's  present  Ministers  permitted,  according 
to  thi'ir  sLatements,  a  breach  of  our  neutrality  tuwardk  onr 
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party,  and  aAenrsrcb  U>  fcmedy  ibat,  thry  ifc^wwhw  eM»- 
mittetl  a  »tUl  nicirr  flagrant  brcAch  towards  tbe  otker  pwty* 
It  being  ailRntt«d,  thai  the  watATS  of  Tcrcctrm  v«tv  thr 
dominions  of  on  ndepcndent  sorcrcign.  h  i«  WKCetmry  to 
sbuw  that  we  wrre  ju&ti6nl  in  violating  his  toverolgntY*  attd 
committing  an  act  of  hostility  within  hi>  territory.  What 
is  the  jti»tiHcation  of  that  ?  Why,  ni)(hin^  tnove  tbMi 
this — '^  If  you  do  Qot,^  says  my  riglit  homnmblr  firiciMl» 
'^  punibh  thetic  infractiniis  uf  your  law.  iu  (i'n  yvam  your 
country  will  Ixromc  the  resort  of  all  the  ni»chiiiator«  of 
Eurc^je,  and  you  will  have  muoti  to  ri*|K-nt  of  yiHir  fur- 
bcamncc.''  The  diifervncc  of  opinion  lu'twcvn  niym-lf  and 
my  right  homnirablc  friend  is,  that,  in  my  opinion,  wcnnmhl 
to  prevent  thc^ic  infractions  rigidly,  to  muintuin  uur  nvutn^ 
lity  within  our  duminiun,  which  would  eHiVtuidty  ^unnl 
against  wlut  mv  ngtit  hmmumlilr  frii-iu)  .ijtprclti'nd^^ — uhil^ 
my  right  honourable  fnend  conaenlixl  to  Uic  brt-urh  U-ing 
mode  within  our  dominions  and  only  M-nt  to  puuinli  thiun* 
who  committed  it,  after  they  had  gi)ne  from  iindiT  mir 
sway. 

It  might  be  supposed,  from  my  right  ht»u)urnhle  frii^iurp 
remarks,  that  during  the  fifteen  yeam  we  hnvr  iMtti  at  |nmioVi 
our  neutrality  hml  never  lK*fore  Ix'vn  violaliiL  Itaa  my 
right  lionoumble  friend,  then,  forgutlen  the  re|iitatinl  tHrm< 
pUinttt  nuklc  by  Turkey,— and  huA  he  f(;rgulteti,  that  It* 
those  complaints  we  constantly  replied — **  We  will  pn?- 
6erve  our  ncutruJity  uithiii  our  dominiimti ;  but  we  will  go 
no  furtlierK^  Turkey  did  not  umlerttond  our  i*«plaii«- 
tion,  and  thought  we  might  hummnrily  diH|M»e  of  Lonl 
Cochrane,  and  tiiose  other  mbji-ct*  of  hin  Majii»ty,  wlwi 
were  aaniting  the  Greekt^  To  itn  renumiUrunL-4'ii  Mr. 
Canning  replied — and  my  right  honourable  frWml  Uinft 
then  a  e44l«aguc  of  Mr.  Conning,  must  Ire  cuiiitifU'n<d  a*  a 
party  to  his  apuaim>^^  Anon  may  U-avt-  liiia  eoiiiilry  am 
matler of  iiwlMiwIijn  iiiid btrvir%Kr  lAfuiig  ibegtuuaiiuccMk- 
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\'c»ienco,  the  law  caimot  interfere  to  stop  them.  It  is  osily 
wlientheetcmeatsofannainentsareconibiDed,  that  they  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  law  ;  and  if  that  combination  docs 
not  take  place  until  they  have  left  this  country,  we  have  mi 
right  to  intorfiTo  with  ihcin.*"  Those  were  the  wordk  of 
Mr.  Canning;  who  extended  Uje  doctrine  to  steani-vesscU 
mid  yachts,  that  might  aftei'Yvanls  he  convertetl  into  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  they  appeared  cjuite  consistent  with  the 
acknowlcilged  law  of  nations. 

When  my  right  Jionourable  friend  places  bo  much  re-, 
liance  on  the  authority  of  ilr.  Canning,  I  can  only  account 
for  l)is  having  ovcrlooketl  this  remarkable  passage,  by  his, 
perceiving,  that  it  contains  within  it  a  complete  contradio* 
tion  of  the  iloclriue  laid  ilown  by  my  right  honourable 
friend.     My  right  honourable  friend  makes  it  [wrt  of  his 
case,  that  the  elements  of  armament  were  iu>t  combined 
when  the  refugees  left  our  shores  for  Terceira,  and  thai 
therefore,  acoorciing  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Caiming,  the 
Government  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  theui.     Up  to 
the  time  when  the  Portuguese  refugees  were  required  to-j 
disperse,  he  considered  that  the  conduct  of  this  Govern- 
ment   towards   them    was  correct.     But  it  has  lK*n   laid 
down  by  all  writers,  that  if  any  state  imposes  conditions  on 
foreigners,  with  regard  to  their  residence  within  that  state, 
witli  wliich  they  do  not  choose  to  comply,  they  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  retire  from  it.     AVe  undouhtetlly  hod  a  right  to 
prescribe  to  the  Portuguese  the  conditions  on  which  they 
might  remain  here ;  but  tliey  had  an  e(|ual  right  to  with- 
draw if  they   did  not  like  tliose  conditions,  and   wc  wen? 
l>ound  to  allow  them  to  go  freely  away.     Perhaps  it  would 
have  been  a  breach  of  neutrality  had  they  gone  away  armed 
from  this  country,  combining  within  themselves  the  means  of 
making  an  hostile  attack  ;  but  tliC}*  had  not  even  sido-anna 
and  no  means  of  defence.     Being,  then,  tlius  unprovided^ 
with  arms,  their  departure  was  not  a  breach  of  Qeutralitv< 
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My  honoiira!)le  friend,  the  UndCT-Secretan'  of  I^tate, 
has  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  thai  it  makeit  no  difference 
whether  these  refujjees  intended  to  go  peaceably  to  a  part 
of  their  own  cniinrrv*  or  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
attack  on  some  other;  but  this  is  a  principle  much  too 
broad  for  my  right  honourable  friend,  the  Home  Secretaryi 
to  adopt.  What,  I  would  ask,  would  be  the  consequence 
of  such  a  diytrine  ?  AH  the  Portuguese  must  l>e  adherentfi 
either  of  Don  Miguel  or  of  Donna  Maria;  and  this  new 
doctrine  of  neutndity,  prohibiting  them  from  leaving  this 
country,  even  unarmed,  whether  they  were  going  to  unite 
themselves  to  the  sovereign  dc  Jrirto^  or  to  the  sovereign 
de  jnre^  would  prevent  them  from  geltitig  home  at  all. 

1i  it.  Sir,  for  evading  such  absurd  laws  as  these,  that  we 
are  to  enter  into  the  career  of  |>olicy  which,  with  alarm, 
I  have  this  night  heard  for  the  first  lime  proclaimed  ?  I 
will  tell  my  right  honourable  friend,  that  if  he  should  act 
upon  these  doctrines,  and  pursue  such  a  policy,  he  will 
not  l>e  able  to  keep  this  country  for  ten  months,  much  less 
for  ten  years,  out  of  war.  Why  !  Sir,  at  the  very  moment 
I  am  speaking,  arms  and  clothing  are  about  to  be  sent  out  of 
this  country  to  Ix-Uigerents.  Are  those  arms  to  be  stopped, 
or  are  they  to  l>e  followed  and  brought  back  ?  I  believe 
the  answer  will  be,  No.  And  if  it  were  Yis,  of  what  irse, 
I  would  ask,  would  be  our  skill  in  building  ships,  in 
manufacturing  arms,  and  in  prcjmring  other  instruments 
of  war,  if  ei|ually  to  sell  them  to  all  Ix-Uigcrcnts  were 
consideretl  a  brcnch  of  nexitrality  ?  Should  France,  in  the 
prosiecution  of  her  war  with  Algiers,  send  to  this  country 
for  transports,  and  rockets,  and  other  articles  of  resist- 
ance, I  do  not  believe  that  the  Government  would  feel 
itself  under  the  necessity  of  detaining  the  vessels  intciuled 
to  carry  out  such  supplies,  tliough  this  we  might  do, — 
much  less  that  the  Government  would  think  of  sending  a 
squadron  to  Algiers,  to  pi-eveiit  the  junction  of  these  vessels 
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with  thu  French  fleet  Such  a  (doctrine  is  so  abnird, — St 
involves  a  siibvereiuti  of  all  national  law  so  aldnning,— 
it  would  9o  inevitably  lead  us  into  iTninLHliate  hoMtlitietr— 
that  I  am  astonishptl  to  hear  it  proniulgatcd.  i 

I  concur,  Sir,  uitli  niv  right  honourahip  fiviid,  th* 
Secretary  to  the  Adtniraliy,  in  holding  in  light  estiniaticn 
the  gratitude  of  Foreign  states,  and  especially  if,  in  uidog 
that  expression  Don  AJiguel  and  King  Ferdinand  were 
present  to  my  rigtit  lionoiirable  friend's  niind,  to^'tlier  with 
the  gratitude  which  they  have  shewn  for  our  exertions  to 
restore  one  to  his  domiiiionti,  and  bring  the  other  fruni 
his  thraldom  at  Vienna,  to  place  him  in  an  important  fctaiion, 
which  he  might  to  this  hour  have  filled  with  distinction, 
had  he  iwt  forfeited  liis  honour,  l^ut  I  do  not  concur 
with  my  right  honourable  friend,  if,  in  using  that  expreft- 
flion,  he  meant  the  ginxi  opinion  of  the  ]jeople  of  Kurww. 
To  that.  Sir,  we  can  never  be  indifferent ;  and  hitherto  il 
has  been  our  highest  boast  to  have  deferred  it,  from  oor 
rigid  adherence  to  the  law  of  nations,  an<l  our  fixctd  deter- 
mination never  to  depart  frtmi  that  law,  for  any  national 
convenience  or  occa-sional  advantage.  An  adherence  to  thi* 
determination  is  one  of  the  proudest  distinctions  of  EngUnd 
—the  source  of  much  of  her  moral  jy)wef\— the  main  oauw 
of  her  high  renown  amongst  the  nations  of  the  cartli :  uid 
if  we  depart  from  that  determination — if  we  nut  upntf 
the  principle  of  interference  beyond  our  own  juriadictioo, 
now  for  the  lirHt  time  advocated,  wt-  shall  for  ever  forfeit 
that  honourable  and  enviable  fame,  and  beeonio  tb«  inu^t 
meddling  and  mischievous  people  that  ever  uppetared  in  Oh' 
world. 

Sir,  on  the  present  occasion,  I  am  less  anxious  to  obcun 
a  majority,  than  that  the  resolutions  proposed  by  my  Kfht 
honourable  friend  t^hould  be  placed  on  the  Journals  of  tW 
House;  for  after  that  shall  Ix*  done,  I  shall  have  little  an- 
prehension  that  any  proceeding,  similar  to  tjie  oiw  now  com- 
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plained  of,  will  ever  afmin  be  Uken.  I  fthall  have  itu  dhmv 
fear  tliut  tlie  lUMrtrioe  of  a  juiWiction  ujmiu  the  hi^  bcaa, 
and    interference   within  the  terhtuiT-  of  an  indepeudeni 

nation,  will  again  be  reTive<l,  tliaii  I  have  tluit  PorliaiiHtU 
will  a^ain  renew  (he  di-rWati^m  which  :«ti)i  htamU  u|Mm 
our  JimniaU,  that  a  one  pouud  uole  and  a  shiiliiif^  are  ct^ luU 
to  a  j^inea.  ,a 

llip  limise  dtviilod:  For  Mr.  (inutt'a  motion,  7^*  AfaiiHt  it,  lUk 


TRANSMISSION  OF  BULLION  FROM  SOUTH  AAJERlCA. 

Ahif  17, 
Mr.  HoRKitHON  said,  he  wafi  about  to  present  a  peiitiuii 
of  Tcry  ciinstderable  importunce,  on  which  he  i»ogKe*l  U-ave 
to  offer  a  very  few  word*.  The  .Hubject  to  which  ihc  |K'titiuii 
related  v-an  ini)KH-tBnt  to  tliotse  mercluuit«  who  earriecl  tm 
trade  with  S<iulh  America  and  other  parts  td'  the  wurld, 
anil  who  wore  ohligiHi  to  import  Ur^e  quantilii>Hof  Hullion. 
The  petitioiuTs  stated  the  great  loss  and  injury  to  whirh 
the  trade  WM  ex|xr9ed,  in  coiistx^tiencc  of  the  high  rate  of 
freight  which  wait  charged  by  Kin^'n  nhipt  and  i>ovcm> 
inent  poeketH,  uheiicver,  for  safety,  bullion  wai  »er»l  bump 
in  iheM'  veKM;ls.  Uy  an  onler  in  ecmncil,  Kiiif(\  «hi|M  mmI 
Govemioefit  paeketJt  were  allowed  to  bring  hiMnv  tlie  \tfv- 
cious  metahi,  and  they  were  »'iii|iower\«<l  to  ehurge  Iwn  per 
oeeL  upon  silver  and  gold  fsent  to  this  eiMinlry  fruni  Oie 
Mediterranciui  and  ^knith  Ameriea.  TUv  pitilioner*  etini- 
plained,  that  ihi«  tax  of  t«-o  jmt  cent,  took  away  a  very 
cuitsiderable  purtiun  of  tlti-ir  pniTilM ;  and  they  farthor  al»- 
served,  that  in  thv  e\eiit  uf  »uch  ftliip*  beiflg  onployad  U» 
carry  bullion  for  the  King'*  Krrii-e,  mdy  one  pvr  emt.  via 
4-harged,  alUiotigli,  in  each  infitance,  the  wBpnniihiUty  wu 
the  «■!&  Now,  why  there  iihould  lie  a  drnihle  ehiirge  lai 
Ihe  uMSvlMiit,  m  compared  witti  the  public,  Ut  umjUI  rurt 
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iindenitand.  Not  long  tiince,  one  uf  these  vebscU  arrived 
from  XvrA  Cm/,,  at  one  of  our  colonies,  witli  thirti-cn  totii 
of  silver,  or  about  120,000/.  On  this  the  coinmamler  HN 
ceiveti  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  for  taking  charge  of  llwl 
treasure  during  thirteen  days.  The  carriers,  it  uppcared, 
were  likely  to  make  much  larger  prolit»  than  the  merchants* 
wlio  were  obliged  to  run  all  the  risk  uf  bringing  this  silver 
into  the  country. 

Now,  lie  contended,  that  these  packets  were  not  better 
oiaDned,  or  better  found,  in  any  respect,  than  the  packets 
were  foniUTly,  hcfi>i*e  ihey  were  taken  from  the  Po$t-ofBcr 
and  placed  under  the  juri^Uotion  of  the  Admiralty;  and 
at  tlmt  time  only  one  per  cent,  was  charged.  But  that  wa» 
not  all.  According  to  tlie  order  in  council,  if  one  of  those 
vessels  carrieil  bullion  from  Colombia  to  any  of  the  neigli- 
bouring  islands, — a  ^lil  of  not  perliaps  more  than  lliirty  ur 
forty  hours, — a  charge  was  made  of  one  and  a  half  per 
cent. ;  and,  therefore,  when  it  arrive<l  in  this  country,  the 
charge  was  between  three  and  four  per  cent.  He  con- 
tende<l,  that  if  one  per  cent,  only  was  paid  by  the  public, 
no  more  ought  to  be  exacted  from  the  merchant.  Thai 
certainly  would  be  a  very  ample  remuneration  for  lieute- 
nants commanding  on  those  stations;  hut  it  was  prepos- 
terous that  Hfty  or  ^ixty  |X)unds  a  day  shoukl  be  given  tu 
those  individuals  for  taking  charge  of  this  treasurv. 

He  did  think  that  that  House  ought  to  interjHwe, 
far  as  its  power  ]>ermittetl,  to  do  away  with  this  systenin 
The  situation  of  the  country,  and  of  the  different  states  of 
the  world,  was  such,  that  we  ought  to  give  every  posyible 
incility  to  trade,  and  remove,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability, 
all  iliL*  ini|>edimenls  which  stood  in  the  way  vf  commerce; 
otherwise  we  should  lose  those  openings  for  the  ilis|Kiv$Aj  of 
our  manufactures,  which  it  was  8o  important  that  we  should 
turn  to  our  advantage.  He  hr>ped  tlwt  his  right  honourable 
friend  would  lake  the  subject  into  his  cousiderutiuu,  and 
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that,  in  future,  the  ftaiiic  rnfc  uT  freight  which  was  now  |MLJd 
b}"  the  |)ublic  for  the  transmission  of  treasuri-  would  be 
charged  to  private  individuals,  who  inijwrted  the  {irecious 
nictiJs  into  tlii«  country.  There  was  nothing  of  greater 
importance  in  our  connection  with  South  America,  than 
the  loworint;,  a.'*  far  an  |x>sKiblc,  the  duty  on  that  article 
which  fonned  the  chief  medium  by  which  our  commercial 
dcalinf^s  wore  carried  on — he  meant  the  produce  of  the 
South  American  mines.  By  doing  so,  they  wouM  give 
incrtwtfd  facilities  to  a  reduction  of  the  value  of  tho^c  ma- 
terials of  which  money  was  made. 

Tlir  petilinn,  whii'li  wiw  from  the  mrrcliatits  of  London  eu^^nged  in 
the  intile  witli  Uio  Wfh4t  India  Ulandfi  and  tjuuth  America,  wns  th«n 
ordcrvd  to  lie  on  tlie  lab)e» 


JEWS  RELIEF  BILL. 

M<iv  17. 

On  tlic  -1th  of  Mtky,  Mr.  HiMkintion  precented  »  petition  from  tiie 

BtukpfH,  Mcrrlianl>,  aod  othur  inhahitaots  of  Liverpmil,  pmying 
Uiut  the  liill  liDMi^lit  in  hy  Mr.  Hobi-rt  (Jmnt,  for  the  relief  of  [>er> 
iMjn*  n{  itie  JeM-iuli  pcr«u&«ion  from  hII  civil  disabilities.  mif;ht  pwrn  into 
a  liiw.  On  thp  17th,  the  order  of  the  day  for  thir  fieennd  reading  was 
tippnHeil  by  (*t>nonil  (ituu'ovno,  who  moved  "  that  it  he  read  a  tccnnd 
time  dial  d&y  six  iiiunlli"/'  After  the  uaandmest  Iwd  been  auppurted 
by  Lord  Bel^rv^i*,  tUv  Karl  of  UurtiniftuD,  Mr.  Trant,  and  Mc  Cieor^ 
BaDki-!>  f  and  lite  original  motion  by  Air.  Mildoiay,  Sir  Edward 
Dering,  Sir  RoWrt  WUaun,  Mr.  O'Cnnnetl^  and  Lord  John  Rancll* 

Mr.  HusKissoN  said : — Knowing,  Sir,  theahility  and  the 
|K>wer  of  arnjiinient  jxissesswl  by  nty  honourable  friend  who 
has  introduced  this  Mibject  to  the  notice  of  the  Huuse,  and 
beiicvitip  that  his  endeavour  would  be  crowned  with  huc- 
ceas,  I  came  do^n  with  the  intention  of  ^ving  a  silent  vote 
in  aii[i)K>rt  of  tlie  Dill;  and  I  hIiouUI  not  have  broken 
through  that  rcwlution,had  it  not  been  for  what  has  fallen 


frbfi'my  jralllartt'colTcJipruc,  aiid  frooi  rf'iftbiT^lbra,  In 
fi'rence  to  a  jietition  which  I  liad  (lie  honour  of  prrscnting^ 
on  a  former  evening,  from  the  town  of  Liverpool,  in  favour 
of  Oiia  iiill.     On  that  occasion,  my  gallant  colleagwe  ad 
mittetl,  that  it  was  both  numerously  and  respectably  signed?^ 
but  he  now  suys,  that  some  of  the  Rignatures  to  it  wetv 
obtained  through  the  great  influence  possesned  by  the  Jeirs 
in  Liverpool ;  and  the  noble  lord  who  has  adverted  to 
petition,  seems  to  lliink,  that  the  Jews  can  di^cposc  of  lh#' 
feelings  of  the  trading  classes  of  society  as  ihey  pleaac- 
Now,  Sir,  I  happen  to  know  sutncthing  of  Liverpool,  and  1 
really  believt*  there   is  scarcely  a  part  of  the  countr\'  in 
which  the  Jews  possess  less  influence.  They  are  principally 
retail  traders,  and  are  therefore  not  likely  to  possess  grc«i 
influence  in  that  town.     Tlie  sentiments  contiiined  in  the 
petition  are  the  genuine  opinion  of  the  indivitluals  who 
signe<I  it,  and  they  sliould  be  taken  as  the  genuine  M-nti- 
mcnts  of  the  Christians  of  Liverpool,  in  favour  of  the  grtal 
principle,  asserted  by  the  House  in  the  instance  of  the 
Catholics  and  of  the  Dissenters.      My  gallant  IHend  ha^ 
indeetl,  confessetl,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  were  entitled 
to  some  favour,  because  thdr   religion  was  an   ancient 
one.       But  if    the    Homan    Catholics   have  any   claim, 
on  account  of  the  antiquity  of  their  faith,  he  will  not 
ilUPely  consider  the  Jews  less  entitled  to  faVtrtir  oti  the 
^me  score.    And  when  my  gallant  friend  tcTls  us,  thit 
our  ancestors  were   opi>osed  to  all  innovation,  he  se«ns  to 
have  furgotten,  that  they  brought  about  the  Rt-fonnalinn, 
which   changed    the  religion  of  the  cotmiry— that  they 
eflW'tcd   a  Revolution,  which  altered  the  siietci'sion  to  die 
throne — and  that  they  expelled  a  King,  because  ho  endea- 
voured to  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  country,  -.  .   - . 
With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  noble  Innl, 
res|xxti»g  uiy  opposition  to  the  bill  for  the  rcpi*a!  of  tHt 
Corjxjration  and  Test  Acts,  1  am  sure  that  every  gtntli^ 
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nmn  whu  heard  uif  iiptni  tlutt  iiccuiiiun  will  [kut  mp  out  iq 
'  the  statement,  that  I  did  Dot  oppose  it  from  any  de- 
sue  to  exclude  the  DitAcnters.  but  because  I  wa^  appris 
hensivc  that  partial  coiices-sion  nn;;ht  be  iiijunous  i<i  tli« 
success  of  the  great  aad  general  incasuri.'  of  Catholic  enian- 
cipatiun,  which  was  then  utwut  tu  l»c  brongbt  forward,  and 
ha«  siuct:  been  liuppily  accomplished. 

I  am  ready  to  admits  that  t\\e  present  question  is  not 
one  of  parauiouut  imporiancu,  or  of  absolute  necesiiity  :  but 
upon  priiicipl£»  the  coDc«»!(ion  ought  to  be  nuide ;  and  aa 
a  uniform  bupporter  of  the  claims  of  the  C'atholitts  I  caar 
Dot  refuse  my  assent  to  it  The  arj;umenlH  which  I 
iiave  heard  this  ni^ht  against  the  eninucipation  of  the 
Jewu,  are  prtciitely  the  Aauie«  vnUatis  mutundUt  as  tiMMe 
wliich,  for  tlie  last  thirty  ywira^  I  have  Ix-en  in  llie 
babil  of  hearing  urged  again:jt  the  enianci]>ation  o(  tlie 
C'-atliolics.  But,  while  I  ailniit  that  i>o  such  over-^uling 
Dece.Hsity  is  apparent  in  this  case,  I  maintain  that  the  last 
blot  uf  this  kind  ought  to  be  removed  from  the  statute- 
book.  AVhcu  thi>i  nuasurc  shall  have  paswd,  tlte  grea^ 
principle  of  general  toleration  will  be  completed,  and 
the  Jews  in  this  country  will  \vi  placed  on  tlie  same  foot- 
ing as  tlwfcie  in  Krauee  and  the  Netherlands- 
|,„  The  ht)noural>le  meinljcx  for  AVexford,  wlu>  has  bpokeii 
^  well  tliat  I  hope  W  hear  him  often,  admitted  tlie  pro- 
priely  of  admitting  the  Jews  to  all  uthcr  stations,  civil  and 
AiiUiary;  but  he  would  exclude  tlieui  from  seats  iu  l*arUa- 
pMit»,  Now  this.  Sir,  is  a  sort  of  lilH^rality  which  I  cannot 
understand.  The  honourable  n»enil)er  would  give  them 
the  fiower  of  the  sword,  and  the  |Hnvi-r  of  instructing 
youth;  hut  he  would  make  them,  l)y  hi*  excUision,  the 
enemy  of  that  legislature,  which  it  is  necessary  ibr  the 
salJety  of  the  state  that  youth  should  be  taught  to  resiK-ct, 
_,^d  soldiers  implicitly  to  obey. 
,-^,  Something  bus  been  said  as  to  tiic  niaiuicr  in  which  my 
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honourable  friend  has  framc-d  hi&  measure.  And  it  h  truei* 
that  it  purports  to  be  a  relief  to  the  Jews  froui  all  thdr 
disabilities,  and  to  ]>ut  them  on  the  soiue  footing  with  the 
Protestant  Dissenters  and  the  Roman  Catholics.  Uut  does 
it  follow,  that  if  the  House  shall  go  into  a  committee,  it 
muttt  neccs.sanly  adopt  all  that  hai«  been  proposed  by  oiy 
honourable  friend  ?  For  myself,  I  am  prepared  to  sup|>nrt 
my  honourable  friend^  views  to  their  full  extent.  If,  how- 
ever, the  House  should  go  into  the  committee^  and  a  proviso 
be  introduced,  not  to  allow  the  Jews  the  priWlegc  of  admis- 
sion into  Parliament,  however  undesirable,  and  uncalled 
for,  that  proviso  might,  in  my  opinion,  be,  yet  still  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  would  think  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  be 
persevered  in,  on  account  of  such  an  objection.  HonouraUe 
gentlemen  may  ask,  why  should  I  agree  to  tliis?  But  I 
would  ask  them,  do  they  recollect  the  year  1812,  when  a 
bill  was  brought  in  to  grant  the  Roman  Catholics  all  that 
they  have  since  obtained  ?  That  bill  wa.s  read  a  fint  and 
a  second  time.  It  went  to  a  committee,  and  an  aniendme 
was  then  agreed  to,  to  exclude  them  from  sitting  in  Pa 
ment,  and  on  that  amendment  having  becii  carried,  the  lull 
was,  a.s  I  thought,  very  unwisely  withdrawn.  The  better 
course  would  have  been,  for  the  friemls  of  the  measure,  to 
have  taken  what  they  could  have  obtained.  If  a  proviso 
to  the  same  effect  should  be  now  introduced,  I  should 
deprecate  it,  and  think  it  unwise;  but,  ecKiMdering  this 
bill  as  a  measure  of  justice,  and  of  n>lief  to  all  the  partic* 
who  arc  suH'ering  from  having  their  rights  withheld,  1  would 
still  proceed  to  pass  it-  ! 

I  therefore  trust.  Sir,  that  the  bill  will  l>e  allowed  to  her 
read  a  second  time.    It  is  mast  certain,  that  it  h&»  attractei^ 
considerable  notice^  »nd  honourable  gentlemen  have  hetn* 
toll!,  that  they  u-ill  rue  the  support  they  are  giving  it,  wheo 
ihcy  return  to  their  constituents;  but  I  will,  ite vert hel 
sup^xirl  it,  as  I  did  the  measure  of  Catholic  eiuaiK'i^M 
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willUHit  any  other  cunsideratioii  than  that  -which  guidM!  irif 
dedtion  upon  thai  quwrion.  A^ain,  then,  I  wrfll  exprem  a 
hope  that  the  bill  will  jmim,  and  form  the  consummation  of 
that  coursoof  lilxTality,  which  will  inmiortalixcthe  present 
PiirUament. 

'^  Thf  tiuuM!  divided  :  For  llie  wcond  n-uding^,  lfi.5,     Agaiiut  it,  228. 


MR.  IIUSKISSO^'S  EXPOSITION  OF  THK  STATE  OF 
OUR  POLITICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS 
WITH  MKXICO. 

Mag  21). 

lo  |)urftuaace  of  bia  notice,  that  be  nnuUl  thia  day  iircMnta  Peti- 
tion from  Liverpool,  respecting^  the  |)rv«(.<nt  sliite  uf  uiir  piiliLicfti  luid 
commercial  rclnlitms  willi  Mexivu, 

Mr.  HuHKifisoM  rose  ami  said: — 

The  petition.  Sir,  which  I  now  rise  to  present,  i» 
<«ie  which,  in  my  judgment,  coimects  itself  with  int<v 
rest'!  and  cunudcrationN  of  the  highest  imjwrtancc  to 
thiH  country.  I  trust  that  th)^  will  afford  sonie  apol<:^^ 
for  me,   if  1  venture    upon  this    occasion   to  detain    the 

ause    longer    tlian     is    iiAual,     or,    generally    sjKtiking, 

L*eptablc,  vijK»n  the  presentation  of  |>etitiuns.  The 
petitioners  are  that  portion  of  the  mertliants  of  Liverjiool, 
who  are  engagcti  in  dealings  and  commercial  intercfiunte 
with  the  State  of  Mexico.  In  suljRtance,  their  ]K?tition  is 
entirely  in  accitrdancc  with  the  reprewntationft  which  have 
been  made  tu  this  House  by  other  great  trading  and  manu- 
facturing cfrtimnmities — Glasgow,  Mancliester,  London, 
and  other  places,  whose  pursuits  give  them  an  equal  interest 
in  tlic  condition  of  the  New  States  of  America.  The  peti- 
tion stales  that,  bince  Mexico  bcttame  independent,  its  trade 
with  this  coutilry  i»a.s  tncreaseil;  that  it  now  forms  a  wry 
tjnpurtaiit  item  of  our  furcign  commerce,  and  tliat  it  i»  bUn- 


1 

^^^^^^^^ffJMlMS,  vrhich  fall  mainly    u{K>n    neuG 
petitioners  further  state  that,  liut  hu 
WtLH  despatched  from  Cuba,   which    4 
upon  Hritish  subjects,  and  they  aUci,  C 
to  believe  that  other  expeditious  of  . 
fitting;  out.      Such  are  uoiue  of  the  st^ 
the  jx'tition. 

Of  the  magnitude  and  importance  nl 
tliere  cannot  be  two  opinions.     When  | 
and  jx»cu]iar  prodtictions  of  the  Mexi( 
actual  population — a  population  now  i 
seven  niilliunH,  and  capable  of   bcinf;  1 
fH^pulation,  not  our  rivals  in  shippinj^  0 
able  and  willing  to  afl'ord   us  the  mil 
their  countPk',  in  return  fur  our  K<^o<]s«^ 
ragvDient  of  our   trading  and   Khippjil 
appear  to  all,  that  we  are  deeply  intcret 
lity,  welfare,  and  ])n)s|>erity  of  Mexicc 
of  our  political  connexion  with  that  ecu 
portance  of  it«  being  able  to  maintoii^ 
entiru  and  secure  indei>cndence — I  will 
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nol  incutTwl  the  oblifi^tion,  to  intcrfen*  for  the  purpow?  of 
prevenlinp  the  attacks  of  Spain  upon  the  New  States, — at 
leftAt  attacks  proceeding  from  Cube  ?  Secondly,  if  we  have 
not  incurred  thnt  peculiar  obligation,  have  we  not»  never- 
theless, a  general  right,  in  common  with  all  maritime  nru- 
tnil  statcti,  or  T  migiit  say  in  common  with  all  civili/.ed 
nations,  to  insifit  upon  a  suspenbion  of  liostililies  between 
Spain  and  her  late  oolunies  on  tliu  continent  of  Aineriai — 
I  j*ay,  "  ft  8n«|ienKion  of  bofttilities,"  because,  whilst  I  shall 
contend  that  neutral  nations  have  that  right,  I  fully  admit 
chat  they  cannot  carry  it  ftiKher,  and  that  the  time  and 
mixle  of  rccoj^ition  is  a  question  for  Spain,  and  not  for 
thfui,  to  determine. 

First,  in  respect  to  our  peculiar  obligation  to  prevent 
attackfi  fn>m  Cuba,  1  will  state,  as  I  undcrstan<l  them,  the 
ftttts  and  circumstances  which  bear  upon  this  question. 
I*atc  in  the  year  18*24,  or  I  believe  in  the  beginning  of 
lMa5,  when  this  country  had  recently  recognized  Colombia 
ami  ^fexico  as  iruiependent  powers  those  States,  bdng 
bflligtrentR  against  Spain,  thought  proper,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  attack^t  U|x>n  their  own  territories,  to  concert  an 
attack  on  the  inland  of  Culm.  On  the  part  of  Mexico,  a 
very  considerable  body  of  forces  assembled  at  Campeachy, 
tinder  thu-  connnand  of  General  Santa  Anna,  the  same  to 
whom  General  Hnrnulaa  surrendered  last  autumn.  Colom- 
bia hafl  collected  her  naval  forces  at  Carthagena,  and  had 
bnHight  down  wme  of  her  beat  troo^w  for  the  purpow  of 
aiding  in  u  descent  on  Cuba.  At  that  time  tlie  inland  thuH 
menaced  was  weakly  garrisonwl,  ami  such  a  feeling  pre- 
vailed amongst  the  inhabitants,  as  rendered  it  probable 
thnt  it  might  sejMirttte  itself  from  the  mother  country,  if 
op^wrtunity  and  encouragement  witg  afforded.  When  I 
recollett  that  at  the  |)eriod  in  question  the  two  powers 
—Mexico  and  Culon»bia — poviesweil  great  financial  ami  other 
resources,  joined  with  high  credit,  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
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conclude  that  ihc  attempt  upon  ('ulia,  if  made,  would  have 
been  successful.  But  the  matter  does  not  rest  ujxin  my 
conjecture  or  my  authority ;  I  shall  quote  the  aiithoritv  of 
an  individual,  whose  official  station  in  the  GoTcmmcnt  of 
the  United  States  f;ave  him  the  most  ample  means  of  in- 
formation— means,  of  which,  doubtless,  he  inutle  the  best 
use,  as  his  country  was  deeply  interested  in  the  question. 
The  authority  to  which  I  allude  is  contained  in  a  letter 
addressed  by  Mr.  Clay,  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  one  of 
the  ministers  of  the  United  States  in  Kurope,  and  dated  the 
10th  of  May  1825,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extmcf: 
• — "  The  success  of  the  onti'rprise  is  by  no  means  impnv 
bable.  Their  (Colombia  and  Mexico)  proximity  to  the 
islands  (Cuba  and  Porto  Kico),  and  their  armies  being  per- 
fectly acclimated,  will  give  to  the  unite<l  effort*  of  the 
republics  great  advantages.  And  if  with  these  be  taken 
into  the  estimate,  the  im|X)rtant  and  well-known  fact,  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  is  predisl 
posed  to  a  separation  from  Spain,  and  would,  thcrefow, 
form  a  powerfid  auxiliary  to  tiie  republican  aims,  their 
success  becomes  almost  cvrtain." 
>  In  a  subsequent  letter,  written  in  the  same  year,  Mli^H 
Clay  says, — "  The  fall  of  the  castle  of  Saint  Juan  do  llUia^ """ 
which  ca]>itulated  on  the  iHth  day  of  lost  month,  caimr»t 
fail  to  have  a  jxiwcrful  effect  within  that  kingdom  (S|>sin). 
We  arc  informed  that  when  information  of  it  reached  the 
Havamiah,  it  produced  great  and  general  sensation;  and 
that  the  U>cal  government  immediately  dispatched  a  fast- 
sailing  vessel  to  Cadiz  to  connnunicate  the  event,  and,  in  its 
name,  to  implore  the  King  immediately  to  terminate  the  war 
and  acknowledge  the  new  repid)lics,  as  the  only  mean?t  of 
preserving  Cuba  to  the  monarchy.'' 

I  believe,  that  it  would  not  have  been  preserved  but  fi 
the  interposition   of  the  United  States  and  his  Majo*tvV 
Governmcnl,   which  both   directed   their   efforts,   though 
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acting  willioul  cout'ert,  aiiU  u|x>n  u  view  of  tlieir  own 
st-paratc  interests,  to  prevent  the  severing  of  Cuba  from 
the  Crxnrn  of  Spain.  The  meditated  attack  naturally 
excited  uneaxineto  in  this  country  and  in  the  United  States. 
The  |H>»tiou  of  Cu!»u  induced  America  to  inler|x)sc,  for  the 
purpose  of  pcn^uading  the  New  States  to  abandon  the  cxptN- 
dition;  and  Mr.  Canning  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govero- 
mcnt,  hod,  I  doubt  not  (although  no  official  record  of  the 
fact  appears  to  Imve  been  prescrvetl  in  tlie  records  of  tJie 
Foreign  (>Hice),  an  interview  with  the  Mexican  and  Colom- 
bian miniiiterH  on  the  suliject.  Mr.  Canning  is  undenttotKl 
U>  have  explained  to  those  individuals  the  feelings  of  [lain 
and  regret  with  which  England  viewed  the  progri'ss  of  the 
exjiedidon  ;  and  to  have  added,  that  we  shoukl  not  be  in* 
ditferent  to  any  event  that  might  lend  to  disturl)  the  tran- 
({uillity  of  Culia.  I  have  a  general  recollection  that  the 
ministr}'  of  this  country  did  thus  inter(x>se.  and  I  feel 
bound  to  say,  that  those  who  advised  his  Majesty  at  thaC 
|>eriod  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  great  oversight  and 
neglect  of  duty,  if  they  liail  not  endeuvourL*d  to  prevent  an 
attempt,  which,  by  making  Cul)a  the  theatre  of  a  civil  war, 
a  war  in  which  the  black  |K>puIation  would  almost  inevitidtly 
have  taken  a  part,  might  not  only  have  endangeretl  the 
safety  of  the  most  valuable  colony  of  Great  Bntain,  but 
would,  in  itK  results,  have  exposed  to  great  hazard  the  state 
of  |)eacc  now  happily  existing  lietween  all  the  great  maritime 
powers  of  the  world. 

It  is  probable  tluit  Mr.  Canning  urged  as  a  further 
motive  for  forlx^arance  on  the  part  of  Mexico  and  Colombia, 
that  they  would  thereby  place  this  country'  in  a  better 
Mtuation  to  mediate  and  call  upon  Spain  to  listen  to  propo- 
Hitionsof  amity  and  conciliation  b«  between  her  and  her  late 
coLoiiies.  But,  be  that  a.s  it  may,  these  states  were  clearly 
inclined  at  the  time  (as  their  conduct  shewed)  to  receive 
witli  the  greatest  deference  the  expression  of  the  wisheA  of 
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this  country.  Tliev  ri'liod  with  a  revereutiol  ccniiclcnce  atti 
our  friendly  disposition  towards  thein,  and  on  our  hbc— I 
desire  to  cunudt  aod  promote  their  happiness.  I  am  ■onr 
to  perceive  that  an  impression  has  since  arisen  in  aomr 
quarters  that  we  now  ivjjent  ourselves  of  our  former 
gmerosily  towards  these  states,  and  that  we  are 
aAhamed  of  our  new  connexions:  howerer,  I  am  con%ijK 
that  the  opinion  has  no  foundation  wimtever  in  trutii.  I ; 
convinced  that  it  is  impossibie  for  this  country,  after 
that  has  occurred,  not  to  entertain  the  greatest  anxiety  fa 
the  welfare,  prosperity,  and  ^'ueral  tranquillity  of  the  neii^' 
govemnietits.  It  was  under  the  influeiwe  of  such  a  feclinj^ 
that  his  Majesty  was  advised  to  recognise  those  states,  and 
I  am  sure  that  the  same  favourable  feehng  still  cxiM^ 
But  to  return  from  this  digression  :  in  amsoquonce  of  Arf 
interposition  of  England  and  America,  the  repubbcs  dfr^ 
sisted  from  their  enterprise,  which  thej  totally  abandoned, 
notwithstanding  the  expense  that  had  been  incurred  ia 
preparations,  and  sent  their  troops  into  the  interior.  Four 
or  tive  years  have  elapsed  since  this  interposttioii  on  our 
port,  and  during  that  time  the  ministers  of  tlie  New  States, 
I  am  assured,  havt  nwre  than  once  inquired  wlicthtM-  the 
same  principles  of  interposition  continued,  in  ikw  event  of 
an  attack  upon  Cuba  being  meditated.  They  were  tcW 
that  our  objections  to  an  attack  still  conCmued  in  full  f<in'e. 
During  these  four  or  five  years  what  has  Spain  been  d<)«tj»? 
She  has  been  employed  in  recruiting  her  fowxrs,  and  adding 
to  her  resources:  availing  herself  tit  the  advuntag<^  of 
having  her  towns  garrisoneil  and  her  jmHcc  managed  bv 
the  troops  of  a  foreign  power,  sho  was  enabled  to  unite  hw 
forces  at  Cuba  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  and  endeavo 
ing  to  recover  her  ancient  colouies. 

Land  forces  and  a  marine  having  Iwen  collecte<l,  an  «ti' 
pedition  prooee<Jed  in  the  month  of  August  last  from  th^ 
Havannali  ogaiust  Mexico.     I   would  ask,  was  the  Briti^ 
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Government  npprised  of  thifi  expedition  ?  And  I  fthould 
like  to  know  whether  we  inad«  any  remomttranceaf^ainst  it? 
Did  Ministers  say  to  Sfiain — "  As  we  j)rotecled  Cuba  from 
the  repu1>lics,  we  feci  Ixiund  not  to  allow  C'liba  to  l)e  luade 
the  rendezvtnie  of  ex^xalitums  inlendeti  for  tlie  atluck  of 
those  States  P  If  rainisters  did  not  act  in  this  way,  at  li^ist, 
they  have  not  fulfilled  the  oblijc^tions  of  a  strict  and  im- 
partial neutrality ;  and,  if  »ncli  remonstrances  were  made,  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  they  have  not  been  attendctl  to  hy 
Spain,  which,  in  thin  res]>et*L,  acted  differently  from  tlie  New 
State*  of  South  America.  The  cxiwdition,  which  He«n»!i  to 
have  been  projected  under  tl)e  mistaken  impression  Uiat  tlie 
inhabitants  of  the  republics  wuidd  dccbu^  in  favour  of 
Spain  u|ion  iIh!  arrival  of  a  Spanirtli  ftmian>eiitt  sailed  from 
Culviand  liinJvd  witlioutoppottitionon  Uie  continent,  where 
they  remained  some  time  liefore  a  forw  could  be  truUevted 
to  attack  them.  During  all  tliiti  time  they  were  not  joinMi 
by  a  single  Mc%ican,  and  the  inhabitant;*  did  not  even  sup- 
ply  thi-ni  with  provisions:  evt-ntually,  they  were obli^5«l4i«^ 
lay  down  their  amw.  -  i* 

I  have  no  diHiculty  in  saying,  that  it  must  l>e  tlie  wish  of 
every  niaritiiite  ynver  in  Europe,  (and  of  Kngland  above 
all  others  a-s  l>oing  the  greatest  maritime  and  coinmeretal 
n*tii>n  in  the  world,}  that  Cuba  should  remain  tran(]uiUy 
and  peaceably  in  (be  poasewuon  of  Spain,  as  I  ho])c  it  will. 
It  must,  therefore,  l>e  the  wish  uf  all,  but  more  especially 
of  this  country,  tJiat  iti>i)e  of  thukc  oi'curreuces  out  of  which 
maritime  contt-^t^t^ might  arise,  4iould  take  place;  and  u|x>n 
this  ground  I  am  ju^4i(icd  in  (taying,  that  Cuba  ought  not 
to  lie  nllnwetl  to  become  the  point  from  which  cxj>editions 
aliould  pixx-eed  to  attack  Mexico  or  Colombia. 

When,  early  in  the  session  this  subject  wai*  brought  be- 
fore the  Hou&e  by  my  gallant  friend  opjxjsite,*  the  right 
lioiuHirBble  Se<*retary  for  the  Home  l>e]ia.rtment  ttaid,  thai 
Kngland  would  tJieiKcforwaxd  ob»cr\'e  between  tJie  IkIU- 
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gcrents  the  most  careful  and  strict  impartiality.  If  tl^e 
right  honourable  gcntlcmnn  meant  hy  impartiality  that.iif 
we  were  not  able  to  prevent  the  attacks  of  Sjiaiii  upon  her 
ancient  colonies  from  Cuba,  we  would  now  remove  uur 
interdict,  and  allow  the  States  of  ^^e\icq  and  C^^Iombia  to 
attack  Cuba  in  their  turn,  such  an  imparliaUty  is.pa better 
than  a  mockery.  To  be  im|tartial,  we  must  ploce  the 
parties  as  they  stood  in  1^5,  or,  if  wecanDotdothat — and 
there  is  no  question  that  we  cannot— our  only  mode  of  pnw 
Ceedingis,  to  put  Cuba  under  the  same  interdict  asrc^u^ls 
warlike  expeditions  againflt  Oie  New  States,  as  that  which 
we  impoticd  ujjou  them  with  respect  to  aruiamuqls  directed 
from  their  shores  against  Cuba.  Although  at  the  present 
moment  it  is  impossible  for  the  New  States  to  attack  Cuba, 
yet)  in  the  ct)ursc  of  the  war,  if  it  be  contiuue<l,  the  tAUM 
may  be  turned,  and  jx'rliaps  they  will  be  iu  a  situation  to  dp 
so.  If  so,  in  all  probability,  our  impartiality  will  be  again  ft. 
fault,  and  we  shall  feel  it  necessary  to  protect  Cuba,  as  w|t 
have  done  before*. 

^'aking  the  matter  in  another  ligl^t, — Spain  is  a  belligc- 
repi  As  long  as  she  continues  so,  her  possesions — Cuba  or» 
ariy  other — are  ex]x>&ed  to  all  the  hazards  of  war  j  there  Is 
no  preventing  this-  risk  upon  any  fair  principle.     Ncitliec, 
U  this  the  only  danger  to  wliich  the  continual^  r 

exposes  that  most  valuable  passession  of  Llie  Spanish; 
monarchy.  Recollect  wliat  occurred  at  Catli/  in  1820,  Is 
there  no  danger  in  having  u  large  iKKly  of  Sj>anish  troops 
collected  in  the  island  of  Cuba .''  Is  there  no  danger  of 
feelings  of  dissatisfaction  being  created  among  those  wb9. 
have  to  support  the  troops?  Is  there  no  danger  of  con- 
sequences at  the  Havannah  similar  tt>  those  which  were  toe 
residt  of  a  like  assemblage  at  Cadiz,  and  which  might 
aiFord  a  pretence  for  a  foreign   force  taking   j)o--  f 

Cuba,  as  the  mutiny  at  Cadiz  led  to  theoccupati*u!  n 

by  the  armies  of  France  ?     Under  such  circumstances^  ^hi; 
best  interests  of  a\\  ^^txW  ^KquW  induce  Spain  lo  p»it 
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ctid  to  th?  warfare  alto}2^>ther,  or  at  least  to  constant  that  the 
island  of  Cuba  should  be  cxceptwl  from  its  operations.  Lot 
it  continue  exempt  from  attack;  but  then  it  must  not  be 
made  the  means  of  aggression.  If  this  principle  be  once 
established  and  acted  on,  we  shall  have  made  grc^t  progress 
towards  the  termination  of  hostilities. 

But  I  do  not  stop  here.     I  maintain  that  it  is  consist«it 
with  every  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  Spain  should 
now  lx»  required  to  put  an  end  to  this  useless  war.  This  is  not 
only  an  abstract  rijrht  recognized  by  all  the  great  authori' 
ties  upon  international   law,   but    a   right,   the    practical 
enforcement  of  which,  in  the  present  instance,  it  becomes 
the  duty,  as  much  as  it  is  the  interest,  of  other  States   to 
concert  together.     Seven  years  have  elapae<l   since  Spoin^ 
held  one  foot  of  soil  in  the  New  States ;  seven  years  are  the 
ordinary  period  of  what  is  even  considered  a  long  war,  but 
here  the  cuniliat  has  been  protracted  for  one-ajid-twenly. 
It  is  now  nearly  seven  years  since,  in  the  Minute  of  an  oH 
ficial  conference  between   Mr.  Canning  and  Prince  Polig- 
nac,  wc  Hnd  it  recorded,  that  the  contest  was  utterly  hope- 
less, and  that  the  irreversible  course  of  events  had   finally 
decided  the  separation  of  Spain  from  her  former  colonies 
When  a  contest  Iwcomes  altogether  hopeless,  and  the  object 
of  it,  however  just  in  it*  origin,  is  admitte<i  on  all  hands  to 
be  unattainable,  the  interests  of  humanity  require  it  to  be  ' 
terminated ;  1>ecau<«  war  in  the  abstract,  and  of  itself,  ia 
too  great  an  evil  to  admit  of  its  being  continued  indefinitely, 
to  gratify  tlte  spice  or  animosity  of  individuals.   But  if  tliii 
be  a  gleneral   principle,  founded  upon  the  evercise  of  what 
writers  upt)n  the  law  of  nations  would  coll  "  an  imperfect 
right,"  in  neutral   states,  the  application  of  this  principle 
becomes  infinitely  more  imperative,  when  the  essential  in- 
terests of  those  neutral  states,  and  eventually,  perhap,  the 
preservation  of  peace  and  harmony  Ivetwccn  themselves,  are 
involved.     This  is  tljc  habitual  practice  of  nations. 
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What  (Hd  we  do  with  respect  to  Greece  'f  Did  wc  twn 
intcr]x>se,  by  tlic  treaty  of  the  (ith  of  July  1827.  when  the 
civil  wnr  bctTTcn  Turkey  and  Greece  had  been  earned  cm 
onlv  four  or  five  years  ?  Kvpti  nfter  so  short  a  j>cri(Ml  oIl 
hostilities,  feeling  the  ill  effects  vf  jiiracy  and  otJier  iiklrr- 
ruptions  to  commerce,  the  Kreat  [Xiwers  of  Europe  con- 
sidered that  they  had  ahimdant  reason  to  interpusie.  I^Lave 
there  l)een  no  piracies,  and  those  of  the  most  atrocious  cha- 
racter, in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico?  Ha*  no  injury  been  inJlictrti 
on  British  commerce,  in  connetjuence  of  the  protracted 
struggle  between  Spain  and  bur  Ute  colonies?  Why,  Sir, 
ao  far  back  as  in  182S,  we  were  even  on  the  point  of  i&Mling 
letters  of  rt^prisal  for  the  injuries  done  to  Britisli  comnmorb 
However,  a  treaty  was  signed  with  S)>ain,  giiantnteeing 
remuneration  for  our  lo«»es;  and  after  a  lapse  of  nine  or 
ten  years,  I  believe  we  have  at  length  obtained  about  thirty 
or  forty  per  cent,  of  their  amount.  Is  any  Gentleman  pr^ 
pared  to  say,  that  a  war  involving  and  compromising  mdi 
interests  is  to  be  |>ermitted  to  continue,  till  the  Statt*  of 
Mejiico  and  Colombia  shall  cease  to  assert  their  indcv 
pendence,  or  Spain  be  disposed  to  acknowledge  it  i*  If  such 
a  principle  be  propounded  and  recognised,  the  war  may  be 
interminable. 

I  know  that  in  the  State  Paper  to  wliich  I  have  alluded, 
Mr.  Canning  said,  he  should  observe  a  strict  neutrality  in 
the  contest.  Thift  dcclanainn  necessarily  assumed  tlul, 
every  legitimate  object  of  the  war  being  at  an  end,  the  war 
itself  would  not  be  indefinitely  continued.  This,  in  reaiOD 
and  common  sense,  is  the  prescnptive  term  of  every  «ar, 
and  at  that  term  the  present  contest  has  long  since  arrivfd. 
To  argue  otherwise,  would  be  to  admit,  that  a  war  oaoB 
begun  between  two  belligerents  might  be  intenninaldt* 
whatever  were  the  evils  and  dangers  with  which  it  thtttt- 
ened  third  parties. 

The  wise  jx»licy  of  Spain  would  be  frank  and  unroser^'cd 
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Rcognition; — would  l»e  conciliatiou,  aod  the  re\ival,  for 
the  mutual  benefit  of  both  parties,  of  those  seDtiineiits  of 
kindred  and  comnion  origin,  which  twenty  ycariof  warfare 
niay  have  weakened,  but  liave  not  eradicated.  Thews  how- 
ever, are  matters  fur  lier  own  consideration.  If,  from  mi^ 
taken  pride,  or  from  a  false  senne  of  dignity,  8be  will  not 
enter  into  relations  of  amity  with  the  New  States,  a)ie  is  the 
miKtress  of  her  own  feeUn>^,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  respect 
tiioste  feelings.  All  that  we  have  a  right  bu  require  i»  a 
truce  to  the  useless  evils  of  war.  To  grant  such  a  truce 
can  be  no  disparagement  to  the  crown  of  S|Hiin.  The 
monarch  of  the  present  day  would  only  l»e  acting  upi>n  a 
principle  of  which  the  annoU  uf  S[>ain,  in  the  prouder  day» 
of  her  power,  furnish  the  example.  In  1609,  afttT  a 
struggle  of  many  years  duration  with  her  revoUetl  provinci's 
in  the  Netherlands — a  struggle  in  wliich  torrents  of  blood 
had  been  shed,  and  civil  war  had  raged  in  ita  fiercest  cha- 
racter, Spain  consented  to  a  tnicc  for  twelve  years;  though 
it  was  not  till  the  year  1(548  that  she  entered  into  a  regular 
treatv  of  )>eace  with  those  pmvinces,  by  which  slje,  for  tlie 
first  time,  recognised  them  as  an  independent  sovereign 
vtate.  I^t  the  present  government  of  Spain  grant  a  truce 
for  twelve  years,  and  1,  for  one,  shall  Ik*  then  satisfied  to 
wait  htT  own  leisure  for  the  peritxl  of  their  recogikition. 

But,  Sir,  if  there  are  great  political  interests  which 
shindd  iniluce  us  to  endeavour  to  maintain  to  Spain  her 
present  sovereignty  and  possession  of  Cuba  and  l*orto 
Rico,  there  are  other  political  considerations  which  make  it 
not  less  important— if  possible,  still  more  important — that 
Mexico  should  settle  into  u  slate  of  internal  peace  and 
trancpiillity,  and  of  entire  and  swure  independence.  If 
the  United  States  have  declare<l  that  tliey  cannot  allow  the 
island  of  Cuba  to  lielong  to  any  maritime  |w»werin  T.urope, 
Spain  excepted,  neither  can  Kngland,  as  the  first  of  thobe 
maritime  powers — I    say    it    frujirssly,    because  1  feel  it 
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strongly — suffer  the  United  State*  to  brin»  under  thek 
dununiun  a  greater  portinu  of  the  sliores  of  the  Gulf  nf 
Mexico  than  that  which  they  now  possess.  AVithiu  llie 
last  twenty-seven  years  they  have  become  masters  of  all  th^ 
shores  of  tliat  gulf  from  tlie  Point  of  Florida  to  the  river 
Sabine,  including  the  mouths  of  the  Mis-sissipi  and  of  oUier 
great  rivers,  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  valuable  and 
secure  harbours  of  Florida;  and,  within  these  few  days, 
we  hear  of  their  ijiteiition  of  forming  u  naval  station  and 
arsenal  at  the  islands  of  the  Dry  Tortugas,  a  cornjuan<liog 
position  in  the  Gulf-stream  between  Florida  and  Cuba. 
With  all  tliis  extent  of  coast  and  islands,  we  know,. further, 
that  designs  are  entertained,  and  doily  acted  upon — I  viU 
not  s&y  by  the  present  government  pf  the  United  States, 
but,  notoriously,  by  the  [)eople-^to  get  possession  of  the 
fertile  and  extensive  Mexican  province  of  Texas.  To  bor- 
row an  expression  of  a  deceased  statesman  of  that  countnr* 
^  the  whole  people  of  America  have  their  eya"  ^pon  tha|^ 
province.  They  look  to  all  the  country  between  the  river 
Sabine  and  the  river  Bravo  del  Norte  as  a  territory  that 
must,  ere  long»  belong  to  their  union.  They  have  also,  L 
believe,  that  same  eye  upon  some  of  the  nestcm  coast  of 
Mexico,  possessing  valuable  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 
Should  they  obtain  these  districts,  the  independence  <dt 
Mexico,  I  will  venture  to  say,  will  be  no  better,  or.^ipf; 
secure,  than  that  of  the  Creek  Indians,  or  any  other  Indian 
tribe  now  living  within  the  circle  of  the  present  recognised 
limits  of  the  United  States;  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  will 
b^cocne  as  mucli  a  part  of  their  waters  as  the  Black  Sea 
was  once  of  the  waters  of  Turkey,  or  as  the  channel  which 
separates  England  from  Ireland  may  be  considered  as  jiart 
of  the  waters  of  tt^^  United  Kingdoou 

I  may  be  told,  Sir,  that  these  are  vi^iuiuu-y  alarms,  cuav 
templating  schemes  of  aggrandizement  and  ambititm  which 
never  liave  been,  and  probably  never  will  be,  entertaiiR^diB 
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any  (juortcr.  At  this  moment,  T  willingly  admit  that  there 
exists  a  friendly  dispuaition  in  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  camml  doubt  that  his  Majesty*s 
Government  fully  recipnx-ates  that  disposition.  Upon 
every  account  I  «m  glad  to  see  these  two  jjowerful  Stale* 
living  upon  tenns  of  honourable  and  mutual  contidence, 
each  relying  U|X)n  the  peaceful  councils  of  the  other.  But 
it  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  me  that  I  am  undervaluing  this 
good  imderstanding,  or  that  I  am  guilty  of  want  of  respect 
towards  the  United  States  or  even  of  discretion  as  un  indi- 
vidual Member  of  Parliantent,  if,  on  this  occasion,  I  do  not 
lose  sight  of  those  circumstances  of  a  ])ermanent  nature 
which  belong  to  the  fixed  |x*licy  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  those  motives  of  action  which,  however  dormant  at  pre- 
sent, would  probably  be  revived,  under  contingencies  that, 
in  the  course  of  events,  may  hereafter  arise, — contingencies, 
which  the  views  and  pa>tsions  of  the  American  people 
would  not  fait  to  turn  to  account  fur  the  attainment  of  a 
long-cherished  and  favourite  object 

At  all  periods  of  our  history,  the  Httuse  of  Commons 
lias  held  t<^»pic8  of  this  nature  to  be  fair  grounds  of  Parlia- 
mentary consideration.  Jealousy,  for  instance,  of  the  ag- 
granth'zement  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  has  always  been 
held  an  element  entitled  to  enter  into  every  general  dis- 
cussion affecting  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe;  and  I 
am  sure  tliere  is  nothing  in  the  general  character  of  demo- 
cratic republics,  or  in  the  past  conduct  of  the  United  States, 
from  which  we  can  infer,  tliat  their  aspirations  after  power 
and  aggrandizement  are  less  steadily  kept  in  view  than 
those  of  an  absolute  monarch  in  Kurope.  In  looking  to  the 
future,  let  us  consult  the  experience  of  the  past.  But,  in 
the  case  of  the  New  World,  we  have  sometliing  more  llian 
the  history  of  the  last  thirty  years  to  guide  our  judg- 
ment. The  views  and  sentiments  of  those  who,  during 
that  ]>eriod,  have  directed  or  influenced  the  affairs  of  the 
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TTnited  States,  have  been  brought  bi'fdrp  us  by  tJie  piibti- 
cation  of  their  Correspondt'iice.  I  am  afraid  the  living 
statesnicn  of  this  country  have  scarcely  had  time  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  those  views  and  sentiments,  u 
theyiitand  disclosed  in  the  Memoirs  and  Correspoiidence  of  a 
deceased  statesman  of  America,  I  mean  the  late  Mr..leffer. 
8on,  a  man  who,  from  the  period  of  their  first  declaration  of 
independence, — a  declaration  of  wliich  he  -was  the  author, 
•^to  the  close  of  his  life,  seems  to  have  pufcsessed  tbt 
greatest  ascemlancy  in  the  councils  of  his  country,  and  whose 
avowed  principles  and  views  appear  to  become  every  day 
more  predominant  in  the  public  feelings  of  his  countrymd|^^fl 
In  re»|>ect  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  immea^^^ 
inteivsts,  commercial,  colonial,  and  maritiiue,  which  are 
closely  connected  with  the  navngntion  of  that  Gulf,  tbeae 
Memoirs  are  full  of  instruction — I  might  say  of  admoni- 
tions,— well  deserving  the  most  serious  attention  of  tlie  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with 
any  long  extracts  from  thum ;  but  I  cannot  deny  mv^f 
the  opportunity  of  jwinting  their  attention  to  a  few  pos- 
Hages,  which  show  bow  soon  the  United  States,  after  they 
became  a  separate  nation,  fixed  their  eye  upon  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  bow  steadily  and  successfully  they  have 
watched  and  seized  every  opportunity  to  acquire  doniiiiiai) 
and  ascendancy  in  that  part  of  the  world.  AVithin  seven 
years  after  the  time  when  their  inde]iendence  had  bem  esta- 
blished, and  finally  recognized  in  1783,  we  find  them  set- 
ting up  a  claim  of  positive  right  to  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  fnim  its  source  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  and 
it  is  not  a  little  curious  to  see  what  was  the  opportunity 
which  they  look  of  asserting  this  right  against  Spain,— a 
power  whicli  Iiad  materially  assisted  them  in  obtaining  their 
independence.  In  the  year  1790,  it  will  be  recollected  that 
a  dispute  had  arisen  I)etween  England  and  Spain  respecting 
Nootka  Sound.     AVhilst  the*c  two  countries  were  armingf, 
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and  evL'fy  thing  appeanxl  to  threaten  war  between  them, 
the  United  .States  thought  that  they  saw,  in  the  eniljarrass- 
menCR  of  Sp^n,  an  opening  to  claim  this  navigation  as  of 
right.  Whether  Kuch  a  chiini  uould  or  could  not  he  su»- 
toiued  bv  any  principle  uf  the  law  of  natjon.t,  is  a  quei»ti<m 
which  I  will  not  now  stop  to  examine.  The  affiimatirc 
was  at  once  boldly  assumed  by  America,  and  her  demand 
proceeded  ujwn  thai  assumption.  The  right  once  »o 
affirmed^  wtuit  doe^  the  House  think  was  the  corollary 
which  the  guvemmeut  of  tliu  United  States  built  upon  their 
asjtertion  of  that  supposed  right?  I  will  give  it  in  the 
Word  A  of  Mr.  Jefferson  himself,  not  a  private  individual, 
but  the  Secretory  of  State,  conveying  the  inntructions  of 
htA  government  to  Mr.  Carmichoel,  then  the  American 
Knvoy  at  Madrid:  **  Vou  know,"  writes  Mr.  Jefferwwi, 
"  that  the  navigation  cannot  be  practised  without  a  port, 
where  the  8ca  and  river  vessels  may  meet,  and  ex- 
change loads,  and  where  those  employed  alwut  tliem  may 
be  safe  and  unmolested.  The  right  to  use  a  thing  compre- 
hends a  right  to  tlie  means  necessary  to  its  use,  and  without 
which  it  would  lie  usdess.*'  I  know  not  what  the  ex- 
pounders of  the  law  of  nations  in  the  Old  \>'orld  n-ill  have 
to  liay  to  tills  novel  and  Ktarttiug  doctrine.  In  this  iniilruc- 
lion,  which  is  <lateil  the  Ud  of  August  171)0,  the  principle 
.li*  only  laid  down  in  the  abstract. 

I  will  now  show  the  House  the  s|K>ciaI  application  of  it 
to  the  claim  in  que^ttion.,  by  (|Uoting  another  letter  from 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Short,  the  Anierium  Knvoy  at  Paris, 
dated  only  eight  days  after  the  former,  namely,  the  lOtii  of 
Auguif^  II  is  as  follows : — "  The  idea  of  ceding  the  island 
of  New  Orleans  could  not  Ik*  hazarded  to  Spain,  in  the 
first  step  ;  it  would  be  too  disagreeable  at  first  view  ;  be- 
cause this  island,  with  its  town,  constitutes,  at  present,  their 
principal  settlement  in  that  [>art  of  their  dominions  (Loui> 
ttianaj^  containing  about  ten  ihouu^nd  white  inhabitants  ol' 
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every  age  and  Bex.  Reason  and  events,  however,  may,  by 
Irttle  and  little,  familiiuizL'  tlioni  to  it.  That  wc  have  a 
right  to  some  spot  as  an  efitrepdt  fur  our  comnieroe  may  be 
at  once  afHnned.  I  suppose  this  idea  (the  c4^SMon  of  New 
Orleans)  too  much  even  for  the  Count  de  Montmorin  at 
iirtt,  and  that,  therefore,  you  will  Cn\t\  it  prudent  to  urge^ 
and  get  hini  to  reconuncnd  to  the  Sjiauish  Court,  only 
general  terms,  a  port  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  with 
circtunjacent  territory,  .sufticient  for  its  isupport,  well  defi 
and  extra-territorial  to  Spain,  leaving  tlie  idea  to  fotitni 
growth.''  w  ,  v.-  1 

Contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  United  States  wh^i 
tboae  histructious  were  ^ven.  Great  Britain  anil  Spain 
setded  their  diiTerences  without  an  appeal  to  arms ;  and*. 
in  consequence,  these  practical  applications  of  the  law 
of  nations  were  no  longer  presaed  by  the  United  Staled 
Soon  after,  Spain  became  involved  in  war  witli  France,  and 
that  war  terminated  in  her  being  coni))eUed  to  cede  Louiai- 
ana  to  the  latter  power.  In  180J5,  tliot  wluile  province  wm 
sold  by  France  to  tlie  United  States.  By  thi^  purdijuie 
they  acquired  not  only  New  Orleans,  but  a  very  extetv»iv*; 
territory  within  the  Gulf  of  Mexico*  I  next  go  to  the  year ' 
1806,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  then  no  longer  Secretary  of  Stats 
— he  had  been  raised  to  tlie  njore  iin|x>rtiu)t  |H)et  of  Vtv* 
sident  of  the  United  States.  In  that  character  we  find 
him  writing  to  Mr.  IVlt>nroe,  then  the  American  iVIini:iti«. 
in  London,  in  the  following  terms ;— '*  We  begin  to  broacJb 
tlie  idcO}  that  we  consider  the  whole  gtdf-Mream  as  of  ouft 
own  waters,  in  which  hostilities  and  cruising  are  to  be 
frowned  on  for  tlie  present,  and  proliibited  >o  stxm  as  either 
consent  or  farce  will  permit  us."  The  letter  from  which 
this  is  an  extract,  in  dated  the  4th  of  May  1806. 
.,  If  the  United  States  "  bioached  this  idea"  in  1606,  they 
ore  not  likely  to  have  abandoned  it  in  1819,  when,  in  addi- 
tion to  jLouisiaoa,  they  procured,  by  treaty  witli  Spai^}  yte 
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furtliCT  important  cession  of  the  Floridas.  That  it  is  a 
growings  rather  tlian  a  waning,  pnnciple  of  their  poHey,  ! 
think  we  may  infer  from  a  later  letter,  which  we  find  in  this* 
Oirpcspontienee,  mrt  written*  indeed,  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  nny" 
public  character,  but  addrc*!fl['d  by  him,  «•*  a  person  exer-' 
citang  from  his  retirement  the  grentest  sway  in  the  councils 
of  the  Union,  to  the  President.  Thw  letter,  datct!  so  lately 
•ft  ttie  24th  of  October  1823,  diftcusses  the  interests  of  the 
United  Stalen  in  respect  to  Cuba  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  the^fure  thu  statements  which  it  avows: — "I  candidly 
confess,  that  I  have  ever  looked  on  Cuba  as  the  most  fn« 
tcreitting  addition  which  ccraW  ever  be  made  to  our  system 
of  States.  The  controul  which,  with  Florida  Point,  this 
inland  would  give  us  over  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the 
countries  and  isthmnt*  bordering  on  it,  as  wHl  as  all  thoate* 
wlM>fie  water*,  flow  into  il,  wouhl  fill  up  the  measure  of  our 
political  well-l>eing.  Yet  I  am  sensible  that  this  can  never 
lie  obtained,  even  with  her  own  consent,  but  by  wari**  '** 
That  a  yw  aritiing  out  of  these  pretensions  may  one  day 
occur  is,  perhaps,  Imt  too  jjrobftble.  The  progress  which 
the  United  States  have  already  made  towards  the  attainment' 
of  objects  so  manifestly  within  their  contemplation,  calls  iijwn 
us  nut  to  regard  that  contingency  as  one  which  provident 
statesmen  may  safely  dii^miss  from  their  minds.  It  is  their 
duty  to  neglect  no  measure  of  justice  within  their  power  to 
prevent  it.  The  rest  must  be  left  to  Pmvidence.  Rut  if 
there  be  any  one  cotirse  of  policy,  on  the  part  of  this 
country,  more  likely  than  another  to  retard  that  calamity, 
it  w  to  be  found  in  those  measures  which  are  most  likely  to 
heal  the  woumls  of  Mexico, — to  enable  her  to  establish  her 
government  u]wn  a  firm  and  solid  basis, — to  encourage  her 
industry,  and  to  put  her  in  a  condition  to  guard  her 
territory  against  every  attempt,  either  openly  made,  or  indi- 
rectly puisuwl,  totreiich  u|)on  her  power  and  imlependence. 
Kof  this  pur^Hwe,  she  must  lie  relieved  from  the  nccetuiity  of 
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maintaining  a  nailiUiy  forcp,  Hisproportinncd  to  Iter  re- 
•juurcee,  by  the  constant  dread  of  desultory  attack*  from 
Cuba.  Tlie  government  and  supreme  authority  of  the 
state  must  no  loujji.'r  be  the  sport  of  an  army,  Urentious 
because  ill  paid,  wasting  the  productive  capitals  of  the 
country,  jiartly  from  the  necessity,  but  more,  perhaps  from 
the  extrava<;ant  and  demoralizing  habits  which  such 
eleuients  of  revolution  never  fail  to  engender.  Let  Mexico 
be  at  her  ease  inre!»pect  to  attacks  from  Spain,  and  she  wiU 
Hoon  Itecome  a  valuable  ally  of  this  country,  with  all  her 
intere»itj4  iKtuud  up  and  identified  with  the  best  Intereata  of 
Great  Britain  in  tlie  New  World.  On  the  other  hand^  let 
her  remain  much  longer  in  her  present  harassed  and  eK- 
hausting  condition,  and  the  poverty  of  her  treasury^ — the 
necessity  of  making  head  against  those  attacks,  may  throw 
her  into  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  and  force  her  to 
sacriiices  which  would  inevitably  bring  on  a  maritime  war, 
unless  this  country  be  prepared  to  abandon  her  colonial 
empire,  her  eontmercial  pretensions,  and,  with  tbem,  her 
maritime  ascendancy  in  tlie  New  World. 

Sir,  I  will  not  pursue  these  topics  fiirther.  I  trust  I 
have  said  enough  to  point  the  attention  of  Parliament  and 
of  the  country,  to  their  vast  important*;  and,  if  so,  I  am 
sure  that  I  sliall  stand  justified  for  the  unusual  length 
at  which  I  have  detained  the  House  upon  tlie  mere  pre- 
sentation of  a  petition.  One  part  of  the  subject,  how- 
ever, remains  to  be  noticetl,  and  it  is  brought  to  my 
recollection  by  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Callington,*  whicJi  stands  for  this  evening.  It  is  from 
Mexico  that  the  great  supply  of  the  precious  metals  is 
derived,  aud  tlie  whole  of  Europe  is  iww  suB'ering  fTxwn  the 
obstruction  of  that  supply.  The  only  speedy,  certain,  and 
efficacious  relief  for  that  suffering,  so  far  as  it  ia  produced 
by  a  general  depresKion  of  jjrices,  is  to  be  foimd  in  the  priv 
ductivcness  of  the  mines  of  that  country.  I  have  nervr 
•  Mi.  Auwood. 
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lieiiied  th&t  the  pressure  which  prevailK  in  this  country, 
upon  nil  the  active  classes  of  the  (oinrnunity,  is,  in  a  gnsat 
tiegrec,  to  \ye  ascribed  to  the  progressive  fall  in  the  money 
vahie  of  all  commodities.  This  fall  has  occabione<l  great 
hardship*  and  produced  considerable  discontent  in  every 
part  of  KurojK*.  There  is  no  state,  therefore,  that  has  not 
the  greatest  interest  in  the  complete  restoration  of  the 
uiining  industry  of  Mexico.  But  this  is  not  to  t>e  hofx'^l 
for  so  long  as  war  continues.  Where  there  is  so  great  a 
common  concern,  a  joint  but  clecidcd  effort  ought  to  be 
made  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe  for  tlie  speedy  restomtion 
of  peace  lictwcen  Sfuiin  and  her  former  colonies.  Ixit 
thein,  one  and  all,  insist  u[>on  the  termination  of  hostilities, 
useless  for  every  object  of  legitimate  warfarey— calamitous 
to  Iwth  t^w  belligerent  parties, — and  seriously  affecting  the 
c«>mfort  and  happiness  of  every  other  civilizLil  community. 
I  have  now  only  to  move  that  the  petition  lie  brought  up. 


STATE  OF  THE  CURRENCY-INQUIRY  INTO  THE 
BANKING  SYSTEM  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Juw  8. 

Thru  dav,  Mr.  Aitwuod  L'aJled  the  stt^ntinn  nf  the  House  to  tbe 
stste  of  the  Currenry,  ami  mored,  I.  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  re- 
|fc«l  »o  much  of  (he  Art  54>  tii'o.  III.  <*.  GH,  u>  declarer  ^old  rnins 
tbe  unly,  Ic^al  tcndi-r  in  payment  of  sll  sutuu  beyuiul  the  aiiinuut  nf 
forty  tjiillingftt  and  to  Mtabliflh  gold  wad  silver  coins  of  the  r««hn, 
«oiocd  in  the  relative  proportion  of  l^AWfal'***  wet{;ht  of  sterling 
■iilriT  tt>  <inr  pound  of  »terlin|;  gold,  *liull  be  a  trpal  trndrr  in  all 
money  en^agvnientfl,  »  directed  and  ordered  hy  the  proclamation 
of  the  4th  year  of  U<or(^eI."  2.  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal 
Tao  much  uf  the  Act  of  7  i«eo.  IV.  c.  C,  an  probibiU  the  iuuc  or  re- 
isme  in  England  uf  any  ]>rumiMory  note,  payable  on  deraanil  to  the 
bearer  thereof,  for  any  sum  of  ninncy  [e&9  tlian  the  4um  of  .V.;  and 
aI»o  to  repeal  thv  Act  of  9  Oeo.  fV.  c.  65,  entitled,  *  An  Act  to 
reatrain  the  ncfifociation  in  Eng^Iand  of  PromiBwry  Noica  and  BiIIb 
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undiT  ft  limited  iiim»  lamiH  In  Scotlana  lirlnUiUL*  AJwr  Sir.  E. 
Davenporl,  Mr.  Bnrlngt  Mr.  Herrief>,  Lord  HowicV,  Mr.  W»rd,  Mr. 
Powlctt  Thomfun,  Sir  E.  Knatchlml],aad  Mr.  CotUr  Fergti««oa lud 

Mr.  HcsKissov  said : — I  can  assure  the  House,  that  I 
shall  occupy  its  time  only  for  a  few  minutes,  a.s  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  go  into  the  subject  at  any  length.  I  ani  per- 
fectly con^nnceO,  that  the  niore  frequently  the  question  i*^ 
brought  under  discussion,  the  more  clear-si  •jhti-d  will 
honourable  members  become,  as  to  the  danger  arising  front 
an  inordinate  propensity  to  voyages  of  experiment,  which 
too  frequently  involve  the  most  fearful  consci^uences  that 
befal  such  a  iX)untry  as  that  for  which  we  are  legislating. 

I  rise  principally  for  the  purpose  of  stating  my  impron- 
sion,  tliat  the  result  of  the  present,  as  welt  as  of  all  former 
discussions  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  must  be  a  gene- 
ral conviction,  chat  we  are  now  arrived,  after  all  our  suffer- 
ings, at  that  state,  at  which  wise  men  would  be  anxious  to 
stop,  rather  than  running  the  risk  of  placing  the  whole  sys- 
tem once  more  in  jeoj>ardy,  by  a  renewal  of  unseasunalile 
experiments.  I  am  perfectly  5atisiie<l  with  the  answer 
which  my  right  honourable  friend,  the  Master  of  the  Mint, 
has  given  to  this  branch  of  the  subject;  and  I  trust  that 
this  and  the  Catholic  question,  will  be  completly  forgotten 
in  the  next  and  all  future  sessions ;  although  they  have 
been  but  too  often  obtruded  upon  our  attention  hitbi 
Both  of  the  resolutions  submitted  to  the  House  by 
h(jnourable  member  for  Callington,  I  shall  feel  it  ui' 
duty  to  oppose.  The  6rst  would  he  productive  of 
ruptcy  and  ruin ;  whilst  the  second  would  lay  the  foi 
dttlion  of  future  panic  and  public  danger.  I  trust  the* 
House  will  never  repeal  the  Act  of  1826,  as  sucb  repeal^ 
by  allowing  an  unlwunded  circulation  'of  small  notes^ 
would  again  occasion  universal  distress.  I,  howoer. 
agree  with  the  honourable  mover,  in  his  estimation  ofpB|i(*r 
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credit,  and  consider  paper  circulation,  well  regulated,  aji 
one  of  the  greatest  iuiprovements  of  modern  times. 

A  noble  lord  has  alluded  to  my  intended  motion  respect- 
ing the  Ranking  syi^tem;  with  reference  to  which,  I  may 
take  ttii:^  opportunity  of  statinj;^,  that  I  pro[XKic,  before  the 
termination  of  the  prennit  ^esftion,  to  move  a  resolution  to 
tlie  effect,  that  the  House  will  institute  on  inquiry  into  the 
whole  Banking  system  of  the  country,  previo»is  to  a  renewal 
uf  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  With  regard  to 
the  question  before  the  House,  I  will  again  repeat,  that  I 
fully  concur  with  the  Master  of  llie  Mint,  in  thinking, 
tiiat  if  the  House  were  to  agree  to  those  resolutions  to- 
night, there  would  be  a  general  panic  amongst  all  classes  of 
the  people  to-morrow  ;  and  that  before  the  lapse  of  a  week,* 
there  would  probably  not  l>c  a  sovereign  remaining  in  cir-, 
culation. 

The  rffloIutioTis  w^rc  negatived  wifliout  »  division. 


TATR  OF  THK  COMMRnCTAL  RELATIONS  BETWEEN 
EXOLANI>  AN1>  PORTUaAL— METllUEN  TREATY. 

June  15.  ,1 

Thisdaj,  Mr.  Kyd«  Villien  railed  th«  sltefitioD  of  tiic  House  td 
the  *^t«  of  the  ConunerciiU  Relalioo*  between  this  countiy  mnd  Por- 
tugal«  and  mov(>d  for  variuiis  papvn  to  sulMtontiiite  his  scTeraJ  utate- 
ments.   He  wub  followed  hy  Mr.  Courtenay  and  Mr.  Robinaoo.  Afker 

Mr,  HtJsxissox  said  : — 

Sir,  T  ahull  not  detain  the  House  at  any  great  length, 
after  the  very  able  and  perspicuous  statement  made  by  my 
honourable  friend  ljt) bind  me,  respecting  our  conimerciul 
relations  witli  Portugal,-  since  the  signing  of  the  Methuen 
treaty.  I  observed,  upon  a  former  ix;casion,  that  all  the 
equivalent  we  had  obtained  for  Uie  urivileee  whieh  that 
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treaty  givn  to  Portugal  of  introducing  its  wiuc»  at  a  rate 
of  duty  one-third  lower  than  that  which  we  impo«e  upon 
the  wines  of  France  ib,  that  British  woollens  shall  be  im- 
ported into  Portugal,  but  without  any  preference  over  the 
woollens  of  other  countries.  Before  the  signature  of  tlwt 
treaty,  the  introduetion  of  foreign  wooUens  into  Portugal 
wa»  totally  prohibited,  and  the  equivalent  wliich  we  obtained 
for  tlie  privilege  whicli  we  conferred  u[x)n  the  Portuguese 
wines,  wax  the  adniistiion  of  our  woollens. 

Now,  Sir,  tliere  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  might  put  an 
end  to  t)u»  treaty.  I  will  not  content  myself  with  sayii^^ 
that  we  might  put  an  end  to  this  treaty — I  will  say,  that  wb 
ought  i  and  that,  too,  for  this  reason.  The  only  privilege 
which  we  obtained  as  an  equivalent  fur  those  which  w^e  ex^ 
tended  to  the  Portuguese  wa.s,  the  admiflfiiion  of  our  woollens 
into  that  country.  Now,  for  many  years  past,  the  profaifai« 
tion  on  the  admission  of  woollens,  the  production  of  other 
countries  besides  Great  Britain  and  its  dopendeDcief^  hai 
been  removed ;  and  therefore  the  woollens  of  Great  Britain 
stoofl  in  no  favour,  so  far  as  the  Government  of  Portugal 
n-as  concerned,  o\'er  the  woollens  of  otlier  countries.  Thus, 
the  permission,  to  import  the  wines  of  Portugal  at  a  duty* 
only  two-tliirds  of  that  imposed  on  tlie  wines  of  France,  bo- 
came  one  for  which  we  received  no  equivalent  consideration 
in  return,  and  ought  to  be  withdrawn. 

I  differ,  Sir,  a  little  from  my  honourable  friend,  as  to  thf 
policyof  the  treaty  intowhich  we  entered  withPurtugol  inCHfr 
yearlSlO.  I  think  that  if,  in  theMethuen  treaty,  this  oouutiy 
made  an  arrangement  disadvantageous  to  British  interests,  it 
obtained, by  the  treaty  of  lS10,in  consequence  of  its  relatioofi 
with  the  family  of  Braganza,  then  exiled  from  its  Europeen 
dominions,  concessions  and  privileges  highly  advant 
to  it,  and  greater,  perhaps,  thun  were  strictly  just  towards  thf" 
other  party.  By  that  arrangement  the  Methuen  treat)  ra 
continued.   We  gave  to  Portugal  the  privilege  of  importing 
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its  wines  at  twcvthirilHof  the  duty  imposed  upon  the  winen 
of  any  other  country ;  nnd  Portugal  bound  itself  to  us  to 
receive  all  articJes,  the  nianufarture  and  produce  of  Great 
Britain,  at  a  rate  of  duty  nut  exoeetling  lifteen  ]>er  cent,  im 
their  value ;  whilst  the  same  articles*  being  tlie  produce  of 
other  countries,  were  to  pay  a  duty  of  twenty-Hvc  per  cent. 
Now,  Sir,  when  we  l>ound  ourselves  to  grant  to  Portugal 
an  equality  of  duty  upon  one  article  only  of  its  produce,  it 
waA  .scarcely  fair  to  demand  from  Portugal,  that  Hhe  should 
receive  all  articles  of  our  produce  and  manufacture,  at  a 
rate  of  duty  so  much  less  than  that  which  she  irajx>sed  on 
the  same  article  when  imported  from  other  countries. 

I  am  of  opinion.  Sir,  that  in  all  treaties  of  commerce, 
the  great  object  should  be  to  establish  a  complete  recipro- 
city Ijetween  the  two  nations  who  were  ^larties  to  iheni.  It 
never  can  be  protluctive  of  advantage  to  a  strong  country 
to  impoftC  conditions  that  are  at  once  unjust  and  onerous 
tm  A  weak  coimtry  ;  and  I  am  satisHed  that,  whatever  acU 
vantages  Kngland  may  have  derived  from  the  trcnty  of 
1810,  there  has  been,  on  the  part  of  Portugal^  from  a  feel- 
ing of  its  inequality,  a  disposition  either  to  evade  its  con- 
ditions, or  to  compensate  themselves  by  obtaining  other 
advantages,  not  consistent  either  with  the  letter  or  with  the 
spirit  of  that  treaty. 

I  agree  with  my  honourable  friend  in  the  condcmnuliou 
which  he  has  priswd  uixin  the  wine  monnp<»ly  of  Oporto. 
The  company  engaged  in  that  monopt>ly  is  a  conqMuy 
possessing  great  power.  Ail  the  men  of  consideration, 
influence,  power  and  wealtli  in  Portugal,  are  members  of 
it.  They  liave  made  it  a  great  engine  of  state,  by  which 
they  have  raised  tlie  jiricc  of  the  wines  of  Portugal,  in  a 
very  undue  manner,  and  in  a  very  unfair  degree.  I  l>elievc 
I  shall  not  overstate  the  amount  to  which  this  company 
hsA  raised  the  price  of  Portuguese  wines,  when  I  say,  it 
is  equal   to  Bfteen  pounds  on  every  pipe.     It  inipoees 
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iipou  this  country,  the  most  favoured  of  all  countries  in 
Portugal,  as  far  as  commerce  is  concerned,  this  condition — 
that  the  Company  should  have  the  jwwer  of  determining  the 
quantity  of  wine  to  be  sent  off  to  England  in  any  one  year. 

Nor,  Sir, — though  certainly  bad  enough — is  this  ail.  It 
lias  even  the  power  of  selecting  each  jape  to  be  ftent  to 
England;  and  when  it  has  done  this,  it  docs  not  stop  even 
there.  It  takes  as  niucli  of  the  wine  itself  as  it  thinks 
proper,  and  then  it  leaves  tlie  renminder  to  be  purcluiaed  by 
the  British  trader.  And  even  this  is  not  tlie  end  of  the 
abuse.  The  English  trader  cannot  buy  any  wine  in  Portu- 
gal, save  tliat  wliich  is  allotted  for  him  by  the  Couipaity. 
lie  cannot  buy  the  wine  which  the  Swede  or  the  Dane  is  at 
liberty  to  buy ;  and  thus,  if  the  wine  of  Portugal  be,  as  ihc 
honourable  niemlwr  for  Worcester  has  stated,  the  favourite 
beverage  of  this  country,  we  have  not  the  chance  of  obtain- 
ing it  in  the  highest  perfection,  as  we  are  obliged  to  put  up 
with  any  trash  which  may  be  chosen  for  us  by  the  Oporto 
Company. 

On  a  former  occasion,  I  shewed  that  all  these  abuses 
have  grown  out  of  this  monopoly.  This  monopoly  has 
been  made  the  subject  of  fretjucnt  representation  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  Portugal ;  and  that  government  has  promised, 
over  and  over  again,  to  redress  the  grievances  which  have 
grown  out  of  it.  Now,  Sir,  we  have  no  right  to  compel 
any  countr\*  to  change  its  nmnicipal  regidations,  for  the 
sake  of  either  pleasing  or  profiting  our  merchanta;  and 
hence  arises  the  great  difficulty  of  getting  any  alterafioo 
made  in  this  monopoly. 

My  honourable  friend  has  stated,  that  since  the  fifteen 
years,  fur  which  the  treaty  of  1810  was  to  continue,  ex- 
pired in  1825,  that  treaty  is  now  open  to  revision.  It  it 
true.  Sir,  that  that  treaty  is  open  to  revision ;  but  it  » 
not  true  that  it  is  at  an  end.  The  txeaty  is  perpetual — 
subject  only  to  the  right  of  l>eing  revised  by  both  partiti^» 
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if  they  Ro  think  fit,  at  the  expiration  of  iiftcen  yw»rs-  Inl825, 
that  period  of  fiftpfn  years  expired.  It  had  no  sooner  tenni- 
nated,  than  negociations  were  commenced  for  tlie  revision  of 
it.  I,  Sir,  liad  the  honour  of  being  at  tliat  time,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  these  neg(xriations  were  con- 
ducted hy  the  late  Mr.  Canning  and  myself,  with  the  Portu- 
guese Anihassudor  in  tliis  country.  'J'he  treaty  was  almost 
satisfactorily  arranged,  when  political  events  preventetl  its 
completion.  In  this  neg(x*iation  his  Majesty's  G<»vcrnment 
never  lost  siglit  of  the  ahuscs  arising  out  of  this  mono|)oly. 
A  provision  was  made  in  the  project  of  treaty,  and  was 
almost  agreetl  upon,  for  jnitting  an  end  to  them.  I  must 
therefore  put  in  n)y  claim  to  have  one  of  these  ulterna^ 
tives  acceded  to — Kither  phue  the  two  countries  uptm  a 
focjting  of  equality,  or,  if  we  are  to  have  the  exclusive 
prinlcge  in  Portugal  of  inn)orting  our  cotttnis,  our  wool- 
lens, our  silks,  our  hardware,  at  duties  onc-lhird  lower  than 
those  impose<l  on  the  same  articles  imiwrted  from  other 
coimtries,  in  conunon  justice  allow,  not  only  wine,  but  all 
tlie  productions  of  l*ortiignl,  to  come  into  our  dominions 
on  the  same  terms. 

I  will  not.  Sir,  give  any  opinion  at  prcMMit,  as  to  which 
of  these  two  plans  I  consider  Ix-st ;  though,  certainly,  uixin 
the  princi])les  which  I  have  always  adv(X'ate<I,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  it  would  hv  advisable  to  act  on  tlie  |>rinciples 
of  reciprocity. 

The  honourable  member  for  Worcester  has  statetl,  that 
if  we  pve  up  our  j)rescnt  advantages  in  Portiigal,  we 
shall  have  every  reiis<»n  to  fear  the  com|)etition  of  France. 
For  my  own  part,  I  believe  there  is  no  «K'ea.'<ion  for  us  to  lie 
in  any  such  state  of  alarm.  We  shall,  I  have  no  doubt, 
find,  that  even  with  the  most  enterprising  spirit  of  compe- 
tition, our  manufactures  will  still  meet  with  the  wune  pre- 
ference in  Portugal,  as  they  now  meet  with  in  every  other 
country.     As  to  the  trade  with  Newfoundland,  on  which 
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the  honourable  member  lias  laid  so  mucli  stress,  it  woM 
be  placed  on  the  »imc  footing  as  tlie  trade  iii  tiah  of  other 
countries.  Though  we  might  not  retain  all,  vn*  should 
still  retain  great  part  of  it.  I  very  much  doubt  ^^bethcr 
monopoly  docs  not  in  all  trades  lead  to  expcnfic,  indif- 
ference, remissness,  and  negligence,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  posses?  it.  Only  give  fair  com[)etition  to  the  Hriti^ 
fish-curer,  and  I  Rholl  not  be  ufriiid  of  his  l>eing  able  Co 
meet  his  rivals  in  the  PortuguciK  markets  wiili  cumpldr 
success.  ..  "I 

Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  this  is  not  the  period  for  aS  in 
discuss  the  question  ;  but  it  is  the  proxnnce  of  his  Majestv'*" 
Government  to  arrange  witli  Portugal,  as  soon  as  tlic  poli- 
tical circumstances  of  the  two  countries  will  permit,  the 
fooling  on  which  the  trade  Iwtwccn  them  ought  to  be  pemM- 
nently  settled.  All  that  I  contend  for  at  present  is  thK — 
that  wc should  not  exact  from  Portugal,  coiiditionfi  which 
we  ourselves  would  not  be  willing  to  grant  I  state  it  to  be 
my  deliberate  opinion,  that  the  trade  of  Portugul  would  he 
most  elfecLually  promotetl,  by  its  not  btfiiig  placed  under 
the  care  of  Government,  as  to  its  details.  I  admit  tfant  our 
chief  trade  with  Portugal  is  indeed  carried  on  direcllT  wWi 
that  country,  but  indirectly  through  it  with  Spain.  Every 
Ixxly  knows  that  the  fish  and  the  mauufacturctl  gi>ods  which 
we  send  to  Lisbon  and  other  places  lu  Portugal  iiitd  tUAr 
way  thence  into  Spain,  and  are  there  consumed.  A^  to  Portu- 
gal, it  is  evident  that  she  is  every  day  liecoming  more  Aod 
more  a  weak  and  impoverished  country  ;  hut  that  U  no 
reason  why  she  should  not  be  treated  with  all  the  regm) 
wliich  is  due  to  her  as  our  ancient  ally,  and  with  rII  Ike 
moderation  which  is  best  calculatcil  to  advance  our  tn^r 
and  promote  our  general  interests. 

The  motion  wva  a^rucd  In. 
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MB.  HUSKISSON*^  MOTION  FOR  TItK  REDUCTION  UK 
THE  SUtiAR  DUTIEH. 

On  tb*  Mth  of  June,  the  Chuncellor  uf  the  Exchequer  mnvpJ,  lu 
m  coiriniiltet.-  of  ways  and  lucaTtf,  **  That  ihoiv  hIibII  he  c)iurgp<l  ihe 
folluwiii^  iluti««  upon  Su^ar  itiiportt'd  iiilu  tlit;  United  Ktof^dnni; 
that  U  lu  «ay — upon  all  bronit,  or  Mu»riTvaij4i  iiu{;ur,  iHsin^  the  {inn 
duce  o(,  and  imported  frooi,  tbo  Dritish  p<Mse«Bi(trui  in  Americs,  or 
the  island  of  Mauritius,  accftrding  to  the  ■veragc  prico  of  brown  or 
Muacovmdo,  puliliRhcd  in  the  manner  directed  by  la*r,  pi>. — If 
the  vaJue  uf  8uch  lUL'ar  Hholl  exceed  tiuch  avera^fc  price  hy  inure 
than  1*.  Ihf  cwU,  27«>  :  if  such  nugv  shall  not  exceed  in  valuv 
mch  avcr»[t*-*  price  hy  more  than  Is.  the  curt.,  i5t.  fid. :  if  such 
■n^mr  aKall  he  uf  I«h»  value  than  i^ucb  average  priue  by  2«.  the  cwt., 
i-Li. :  if  by  ^f.  the  cwU,  2:f.v. ;  if  hy  as.  tho  trwt,  SO*.;  Upon  all 
bruwO}  Mu^oi-ftdo,  or  clayed  augar,  the  produce  of,  and  imported 
from  the  Britiiih  puvivutona  in  the  £a«t-Indiea,  the  cwt. 37". :  np«a 
all  other  nich  nu<:ar,  the  produce  of,  or  Imported  from,  any  other 
places,  the  kwt.  *xljt.'*  The  re««»lii(ion9  having;  been  rend,  the  di>t- 
cusuon  iipoD  them  wajt  adjourned,  at  lhe<(U(i^>stion  uTMr.  Huskintinn, 
l0tlkM  day  ;  when  (be  Chancellor  uf  the  Exchuqaerttated,  Utat  he  wnB 
prepared  to  allow-  the  EaKt-lndia  Sugan,  of  a  low  price,  to  cometBto 
thv  market  im  a  proportionate  reduction  of  duty ;  but  that  the  higher 
dncripttnri  were  In  remain  in  the  mamc  relative  condition  u*  to  duty, 
ey  were  before  the  contemplated  alterations.     Upon  which, 

Mr.  Hu»Kt89o>>*  rose  anil  »aid  :— 

As  !  percL-ivp,  Sir,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  my  right 
honourable  fritiid  to  pro^xise  any  other  iilteration  or  tiiotli- 
/icatiuii  of  thL-st'  rvjiolutions  than  the  one  wliicli  he  hojs  just 
announi^ed  with  respect  to  Eftst-India  nugars,  I  mtist  crave 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  while  I  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations on  what  appeuTH  to  nie  to  be  the  nio»t  extraordi- 
nary, the  most  incomprehensible,  and  the  Jeast  practicable 
proposition,  that  was  ever  submitted  to  the  Parliament  of 
tliis  cotmtry-  I  am  glad  that  the  diiiciission  iijion  it  wan 
f)otit]x>ned  to  ihijs  day?  since  it  hii»  given  time  for  consiider- 
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ation ;  and  T  lielieve  t]iere  has  seldom  lK>cn  a  projtosilion 
which,  when  duly  considered,  hns  cToatod  iiwre  doubt  and 
alai'iii,  or  been  culculatod  to  jirotlucc  more  Irickcrv  and 
endless  confusion. 

The  ])roixisiti<tn,  if  1  understand  it  rightly,  px*s  lo  re- 
tluce  the  duty  on  sugars,  of  a  certain  description  and  pricey 
from  27*-,  to20A'.  jxtcwi.  ;  and  my  nght  honourable  friend 
allegwl,  as  the  reason  for  the  reduction,  the  distressed  state 
of  the  Wi'st-India  isliind?^.  In  order  to  prove  ihis  distress, 
my  right  honourable  frienrl  citeii  the  ease  of  twii  esL:itcs, 
and  explained  the  extent  of  the  produce  nnd  the  atat  of 
cultivation.  These  two  cstate.s  were,  I  presume,  in  the 
same  island,  and  probably  the  land  of  the  sameiudividuii]; 
but  if  he  had  taken  the  whole  of  the  old  i^ilands  lielunging 
to  Gntit  Britain,  as  proof  of  the  distress  6f  the  Wert- 
India  interest,  I  believe  tl»e  illustration  would  not  hare 
been  inapplicable  or  exaggerated.  I  believe  all  the  ancient 
colonies  belonging  to  this  oiunlry — Jamaica,  BftrUtdoffi, 
Antigua,  St.  Christoplier,  Dominica — are  in  a  stale  nf 
nnah  greater  distress  than  those  which  have  l>een  luorv 
recently  annexed  to  our  ptssessions.  The  land  of  lh<Mr 
islands  pnxluces  now  a  nuicli  smaller  (junntity  of  sugar  in 
eoinptrison,  than  the  colonies  which  have  l)een  token  iotit 
cultivation  at  a  later  date,  and  which  are  hot  so  worn  iHit 
nnd  exhausted  by  rej>ealed  crops;  but, at  the  same  lime.  In' 
the  superior  skill  employed  in  their  cultivation,  and  bvthe 
judicious  application  of  capital  in  their  management,  fW 
sugar  that  is  ]>roducctI  in  the  old  colonies  is  known,  although 
small  ill  quantity,  to  be  of  a  very  su|}erior  quality. 

Now,  the  measure  of  my  right  honourable  friend  is  itt- 
tended  to  relieve  the  distressed  colonists  of  the  Wesl-Indirs; 
but  that  distress,  from  these  peculiar  circtnn stances,  prevaik 
to  an  infinitely  greater  extent  in  the  old  colonies  (hon  in 
the  new.  The  resolution  therefore,  by  extending  llic  sale 
of  coarse  sugar  pi-oduced  by  the  new  colomes  will  .teud,iif 
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course,  to  incn?ase  and  perpetuate  the  difficulties  and  dis- 
tress of  the  old  colonies,  where  relief  is  most  required.  The 
islands  of  Harbadoes  and  Antigua,  though  two  of  the  most 
fertile  of  the  old  colonies,  do  not  produce  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  sugar  grown  in  Demerara  ;  and  therefore,  the 
proposition  which  goes  to  increase  the  sale  of  the  sugar  of 
the  new  colony,  will  diminish,  in  a  proportionate  extent, 
the  demand  for  the  limitetl  produce  of  the  old  colonies ; 
which,  for  the  reason  I  have  stated,  stand  most  in  need  of 
assistance. 

But,  Sir,  this  great  objection  to  my  right  honourable 
friend's  projwsition,  is  not  the  only  one.  I  would  ask  him, 
Iwfore  I  go  further,  to  explain  to  me  the  meaning  and  l)ear- 
ing  of  his  resolution  ;  for  notwitstanding  that  it  has  l)een 
extensively  circulated,  I  know,  from  the  Iwst  authority, 
that  there  is  not  a  person  in  the  city,  whether  planter  or 
merchant,  buyer,  seller,  or  broker,  who  thoroughly  under- 
stands the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  bring  this 
plan  into  operation.  Sugar,  it  is  well  known,  is  sold  at 
what  is  called  "  the  h>ng  price  ;^  that  is,  the  price  includ- 
ing the  duty.  Now  the  result  of  this  measure  will  be,  that 
whether  a  man  sell  his  sugar  at  54*.  or  at  47s.,  he  will  in 
the  end  obtain  just  the  same  price.  If  he  sell  his  sugar  as 
worth  54«.,  it  will  be  consitlered  7«.  better,  and  theduy  paid 
must  be  the  high  one ;  so  that  as  the  duty  in  one  case 
might  be  only  20».  and  in  the  other  27».,  the  price  obtained 
by  the  planter  may  be  just  the  same. 

Now,  I  should  like  to  know  how,  according  to  my  right 
honourable  friend's  proposition,  the  price  and  the  conserva- 
tive duty  are  to  be  regulated  in  a  sale  of  this  kind ;  how  col- 
lusion can  be  prevented,  by  which  the  price  will  be  fixed  at  a 
low  duty,  while  the  article  may  be  of  a  finer  quality,  and  the 
Government  tliereby  defrauded.  If  sugar  be  sold  as  I  have 
stated,  how,  I  repeat,  can  collusion  be  prevented  between 
the.  sugar  broker  and  the  jmrchaser,  by  which  a  54*.  sugar 
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ntoy  be  sold  for  47*.,  in  order  tbat  the  difference  of  duty 
may  go  into  their  own  {KH.'ket8,  with  a  cou£e(|uecit  injury  to 
the  revenue- 

Dut  supfwsing,  for  a  nioim-nt,  that  tliis  collusion  is  im- 
|iracticahle— how,  I  lihouid  like  to  know,  does  my  rigjit 
honourable  friend  intend  that  the  duty  shall  be  levied  ?  Is 
it  to  be  taken  on  the  general  amount  of  the  sugur  purchssexl, 
or  on  each  portion  ?  Sugar  is  not  sold  in  small  qnnntities, 
but  generally  in  lots  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  hogsliead^  at  a 
time.  Is  this  purchase,  then,  to  be  mode  witJi  no  better 
consideration  as  to  quality  and  price  than  fifty  or  a  hundred 
sheep  at  Sinithficld  ?  Some  sugars  are  worth  30*.,  Sonne  60«. 
How  are  the  gradations  of  my  right  honourable  fricnf  s 
scale  to  be  established,  if  the  whole  fifty  hogsheads  are  pur- 
chascfl  at  20ff.  ?  Is  a  broker  to  be  at  liberty  to  pick  out  a 
hogshead,  and  say,  "  I  like  this,"  and  is  he  to  takt-  it  U 
the  price  of  the  others  ?  How  does  my  right  honourable 
friend  propose  to  guard  against  tricks  of  this  kind  ?  Is 
the  valuation  to  be  upon  each  hogshead  of  a  whole  lot  ? 

Again,  how  are  the  duties  to  bo  paid?  Are  they  to  he 
paid  when  the  purchaser  pleases  ?  If  that  be  so,  then  the 
purchaser  will  watch  his  time,  tender  his  duty  when  the 
price  is  low,  keep  the  sugar  tiU  the  price  advances,  tad 
then  sell  it  at  n  great  gain  to  himself,  and  a  gr«at  lots  to 
the  revenue.  In  taking  the  averages,  too,  how  is  my  right 
honourable  friend  to  guard  against  receiving  the  lovmt 
duty  on  the  primest  sugar  ?  These,  and  fifty  other  modes 
of  trick  and  delusion  will  be  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
evading  the  duties;  by  which  thet>bjectof  my  right  booaur- 
able  friend  will  be  completely  defeated. 

I  con  conceive  also  nuuiy  ca:>es  in  which,  from  the 
nature  of  my  right  honourable  fricndV  scaie,  it  will  be 
utterly  impossible  to  ascertain  at  what  price  the  sugar  v 
sold,  or  what  is  the  duty  payable  upoh  it.  I  will  take 
a   ]>articular   instance.      iSuppobe    luy   right    bonoiuBbk 
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•friend   to  be  a  seller  of  snj»ar,  and  that  he  1ms  a  brukiT 

dealing  with  hini  fur  a  purchase.     Sugars,  as  I  havejvist 

observed,  arc  always  wld  at   the  long  price.     Well !  the 

price  agreed   iijwn  in  the  case  I  am  putting  is  5Sa.     The 

'Custom-house  officer  apj>ears  to  take  his  jxart  in  the  traus- 

^'lu'tion,  and  the  seller,  tui  unual,  demands  an  account  oi'  llie 

*^duty  he  has  to  pay.     The  average  price  of  sugar  in  the 

'market,  I  nill  assume,  has  been  Sd«.  during  the  week  ;  and 

■  at  this  price  the  Custom-house  irfficer  will  demand  27*.  an  the 

duty  on  thi^  stigar,  as  being  of  a  price  more  than  Ix.  alxn'e 

■the  average ;  for  if  he  demands  oiUy  ^5*.  Gd.  such  will  lie 

the  case.     •*  No,"  n-plies  the  purchaser,  "  the  price,  sincx" 

you  ask  S7«.   dutVi  is    only  25«*,  and  the  Chancellor  of 

tlie  Kxchequer^H  resolution    says,   '  If  such   sugar  ahall 

*'  not   exceed   in  value  such   average  price    by   more  than 

'^Iff.  the  fwt.,  the   duty  shall  hv  25#.  ChC     How   is  it  to 

^'be  ascerliuncd  which  is  right,  and  which  is  wrong?     Or, 

•  ftupjMwing   that    "  The  Gazette^    enablett    the   Cuatuni- 

house  officer  to  slate  the  amount  of  duty  for  one  week, — 

what  is  to  prevent  the  broker  from   holding  the  sugar  over 

till  the  price  is  stated  to  be  one  shilling  iei»  than  the  avc- 

^iftige  ?     Or  how,  in  fact,  can  the  sugar-dealers  be  preventwl 

from  having  the  ]»rice  most  advantagt-ous  to   their   own 

interests,   without  considering  that   of   tlie  revenue?     In 

prnnt  of  fact,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  prevent  the  collusion 

and  fniud  to  which    the  complex  and  ctjnfuscd  pro]Kibitiiin 

nf  my  right  hunourable  friend  will  invite  those  ingage*i  in 

^"thcsiigar  market.   Ifa  seller  chooses  to  dibjiose  of  lil*i  sugars 

'''^t  S5tf.,  and  the  Government  officers  think  they  axe  worth 

SGw.,  wtutt  tlieu,  1  ask,  is  to  be  the  result  ?  It  would  simply 

be,  that  the  Govenimt*nt  would  Ijccome  tlie  solo  purchasers, 

^^  ihey  alone  would   not  have  an  interest   in   lessening  the 

«;duty. 

The  next  |)o!nt  to  which  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  aimmittcfc^  i.^  the  drawbrnk.     l>ocs  my  right  lionmir- 
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able  Crietul  muau  to  say,.'*>a'  He  will  con^MW  td'^p^a 
(irawbaik  uf  six  or  seven  shiUinprs  a  cwt.  on  ■&  tegirft^ta- 
ported  ?  The  plan  now  l)ofore  us  will  loww  tl>e  price  of  all 
the  higher  def«cription  of  fugors ;  1>iit  it  cannot  raise  die 
price  of  the  lower ;  uid  we  shall  in  future  have  to  par  Ji 
tlruMback,  not  on  a  duty  of  S7j*-i  but  on  a  duty  of  20#.  T 
protest  against  this  drau-l>ack  as  a  bounty  to  a  lurtirulnr 
interest,  at  the  expense  of  the  ^vueral  consumer.  Utit  tho«« 
are  not  all  the  objections  tu  be  found  in  the  practictal  de- 
tails of  this  uieasiire.  I  believe,  and  I  am  suppcMted  in 
that  belief  by  many  of  the  most  experienced  niorcban1&,  tliai 
these  S0#.  su^tr^  will  be  brought  into  coiii]>ctition  with  all 
the  finer  descriptions  of  fsugar ;  and  that  the  coarse-grained 
sugars  of  Denierara  uill,  through  the  process  of  refining  in 
this  country,  beat  out  of  the  market  the  tine  sugars  of  tht 
old  colonies. 

Sir,  these  and  Huggestiont  like  thcKC,  arc  difl\i«iing  tlie 
greatest  anxiety  and  alarm  among  all  thouc  connected  with 
the  West-India  Islands-  Then,  there  is  the  que^ion  of 
molasses,  made  from  a  description  of  sugar  called  "  ba«- 
tttrds.*^  Is  no  alterulton  to  take  plitce  with  rcsjx^  to  il  ? 
If  there  be  not,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  iluit  all 
thoRe  who  have  im|X})'ted  that  article,  to  the  extent  of  some 
thirty  or  forty  tJjousund  hogsheads,  must  be  utterly  niincd 
by  the  quantity  of  inferior  sugars  which  will  now  glut 
the  market,  without  any  comparative  advantage  to  thr 
revenue. 

I  now  come,  Sir,  to  tho  calculations  of  my  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  connected  with  this  project.  He  estiinatr* 
the  proliablc  loss  to  tlie  revenue,  if  there  should  be  no  in- 
creased i-onsumption,  at  400,000/. ;  but  he  assumes^  that 
the  increased  consumption  which  will  ensue  from  lowering 
the  duty,  will  compensate  for  half  of  tliat  loss.  In  the 
first  place,  unless  the  drawlwcks  are  altcml,  he  will  |)er- 
haps  lose  rather  thun  gain,  by  the  increaite  uf  business  his 
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}>1an  niay  occa^oii.  I  believe,  therefure,  that  he  Tniscatcir- 
laU's;  ami  that  as  the  incruafted  eaiuiiniption  cau  nnly  take 
place  in  low.priced  sugars,  the  average  rate  of  duty  he  will 
obtain  will  not  Ik*  above  ^Oji,,  and  that  hift  loss  will  be 
grtntor  than  he  imagines.  Ho  cnnnot  gain  nny  atlvftntflge 
on  the  Iow-pric«i  sugars  e%|X)rtetl,  because  the  drawback 
will  consume  the  whole.  I  will  just  l»eg  of  the  House  to 
4:oosidor  tht'  pro«jK*ct  uf  paying  7».  <»r  8*.  per  owt.  bv  wfiv 
uf  (h'awback,  in  urder  tlint  we  may  be  etiableil  to  e\|xirt 
a  greater  ijuantity  of  flugnr  to  Hamburg  and  the  Haltic. 
And  yet  tliis  will  prolmbly  l»e  the  result  of  a  system  of  re- 
<tueCiim  of  duties,  the  most  viciou;*  ever  contemplated. 

1  feel,  Sir»  as  strongly  as  any  nmn,  the  distressed  state 
of  the  West-India  colonies;  but,  feeling  that,  I  would  give 
relief  to  all,  instead  of  adopting  a  partial,  unsaCi!^factury» 
and  injurious  scale,  which,  though  it  professes  to  relieve, 
adds  to  the  burthen,  and  is  calculated  to  injure  tbi'  revenue 
of  the  country,  without  conferring  advantages  on  any  liut 
the  foreign  consumer.  I  know  that  an  inquiry  has  lieen 
oonmienced  at  the  Hoard  of  Trade,  and  that  Government 
intend  to  take  measures  for  an  extended  adoption  of  the 
system  of  od  valorem  duties.  I  tlunk  tliat  system  a  'good 
one ;  but  at  this  late  i^eriod  of  the  scihion,  there  i»  no  time 
for  an  enquiry  into  llie  best  mode  of  applying  those  dudes. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  would  press  ujhju  my  right 
honourable  friend,  that  which  I  urged  on  his  considera- 
tion thiti  morning ;  namely,  tlie  propriety  of  adojiting  for 
one  year  a  sysitcm,  plain,  praciicnble,  irve  from  objecliuu^t, 
and  calculate<l  to  come  into  immediate  use.  AVhat,  then,  Str^ 
i»  my  plan  ?  Simply  to  adopt  the  system  of  dutic?i  recom- 
mended last  year  by  my  right  honourable  friend.*  I  would 
pro|iose,  thai  the  duty  on  all  sugars,  of  e\'ery  description, 
aboidd  Ik?  re<luced  from  27*.  to  120*.  the  cwt.  Such  a  re- 
duction would  gtvc"  essential  relief  to  idl  our  colnnicf^,  the 
old  as  well  as  tlie  new.  There  would  lie  no  dilficulty  in 
'  .Mr.  Charles  linmt. 
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carrying  it  into  exeiutinn.  It  is  simple.  It  would  be 
pftt'ctual.  It  would  bo  a  meustire  of  real  and  extensive 
relief  to  a  suffering  interest ;  and  1  am,  besides,  thoroughly 
uHifidcnt^  that  it  would  not  involve  the  revenue  in  fsuch 
great  losses  as  the  complicated,  defeetive,  ill>tli^'sted,  aod 
partiaUy  under.stond  plan  of  my  right  honourable  fripnd 

I  recollect  that  my  right  honourable  friend,  t  he ClianceUor 
of  the  Exchequer,  said  last  year,  during  the  debate  on  thii 
question,  that  thi*  reduction  of  the  dutv  to  ^Os.  woidd  oo 
casion  atUniinution  of  ttie  revenue  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
one  million,  if  there  was  no  increase  of  omsuniptiun  to  cam< 
jx-nsate  for  the  loss.  Now,  I  will  take  the  benefit  of  my 
right  honourable  friend's  argument,  when  he  introduced 
iliese  resolutions  the  other  evening,  and  will  anticipate,  oa 
he  ilid,  that  the  increased  eonsuuiption  consequent  cm  this 
reduction  would  amount  to  just  one  half  the  loss  ;  for,  as 
ray  right  honourable  friend  anticipatetl  an  increase  of 
200.000/.  in  a  retluction  of  400,000/.,  I  may  fairly  mlici. 
pate  that  the  increased  consumption  would  gi*'e  500,000/^ 
if  the  loss  of  duty  was  a  million  ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  aju 
over-sanguiuc  in  making  that  calculaticm. 

After  the  extensive  remission  of  taxes  which  liave  been 
effected  in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  I  certainly  am 
not  one  of  those  who  can  say,  that  we  ore  in  a  condition  to 
spare  500,000/.  of  our  income;  but  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Comuuttcc  to  tlie  propositions  which 
accompany  these  resolutions,  with  regard  to  the  sptnt 
duties.  My  right  honourable  friend  proposes  on  additional 
duty  of  si\-pencc  per  gallon  on  all  spirits,  Bridsli  and 
foreign.  Now,  tliis  increase  of  duty,  supposing  the  ox^ 
sumption  to  be  the  same  as  last  year,  would  produce 
750,000/,  My  right  honourable  ftiend,  when  he  submitted 
his  financial  statement  for  the  year  to  the  House,  took 
credit  for  300,000/.  which  he  expect(?d  to  l»  produced  by 
an  increased  duty  of  two-pence  per  gallon  on  Scutch  and 
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Iri*ih,  ST)d  one  &liil]tng  on  KhjetHsIi  spirits.  Now,  allowing 
thai  i}00,UOO/.  to  be  acdiicted  from  this  750,000/.,  there 
wvuM  still  romain  450,000/.  as  a  setoff  agaiiiKt  the  pn^ 
bahlr  loss  of  half  a  million,  which  might  be  incurrtti  by 
the  reduction  of  duly  which  I  reconmutid. 

Feeling,  however,  Sir,  oh  I  do  upon  thin  subject,  I 
would  say*  that  even  if  we  were  to  suficr  some  lew*  for  the 
fir^t  six  months,  such  is  the  deplorable  state  of  the  planters 
in  our  West-India  colonies — such  is  the  ftuflering  and 
distress  to  which  many  highly  re&pcclable  families,  and  the 
children  of  affluent  [)arcnt«,  have  been  reduced  by  the 
general  fall  in  the  prices  of  all  West-India  produce — that  I 
think  it  would  be  sound  fjolicy,  on  the  part  of  the  Parba- 
mcnt  of  this  countr\',  to  manifest  its  sympathy  for  that 
long-suffering  clasiit  of  our  fellow  subjects,  by  offering,  even 
at  some  tL-m{X)rari»'  inconvenience  to  ouraelvt*^,  all  tliut 
aMUtance  which,  in  the  present  distressed  and  cmbar. 
'  XMsed  oondition  of  all  classes,  it  is  in  our  power  to  give 
them.  Much  as  the  West-India  planters  have  been,  from 
time  to  time,  promised,  nothing  lias  as  yet,  been  done 
for  them.  Up  to  thiti  hour,  though  every  class  in  the 
country  has  received  some  relief,  nothing  has  been  done 
for  them.  No  attempt  has  been  nindc  to  relieve  their 
staple  conmiotlily  from  the  burthen  tliat  oppresses  it; 
altlimigh  the  experience  of  the  reductions  made  on  the 
duties  on  coffee,  and  other  articles  of  the  same  description^ 
gives  us  reason  to  expect,  that  the  effect  of  such  relief  would 
be  to  increase  rather  than  to  diminish  that  revenue,  which 
is  supposeil  to  offer  the  obstacle. 

1  am  tiound  to  say,  while  I  thus  claim  for  the  West- 
India  interest  some  relief  from  the  Legislature,  that,  since 
Uie  duties  whicli  I  wish  to  sec  reducetl  were  first  iinposetl, 
we  have  pasted  laws  with  reganl  to  their  properly  which, 
however  wise,  prudent,  pobtic,  and  humane  they  may  be, 
ore  itevcftheless,  in  a  pciuniary  jwint  of  view,  calculated  to 
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])n>duce  a  vory  injurious  elfect  on  their  (>stati^  I  nu'sn 
tlu)sc  laws  wliicli  upply  to  tliein  as  the  owucr*  of  Uui-c^* 
I  will  take  one  of  these  laws,  which  I  think,  luore  than  any 
other,  entitles  the  West-IndiaiTs  to  claim  some  relief  from 
the  Govenum*nt  which  im|H)su<I  it.  I  allude  to  the  Uw 
whicfi  prohibits  the  West-Imlia  phintcr  from  removing  hi* 
fJaves  from  one  island  to  another.  I  am  sorry  to  be  ihiu 
couijm'IUhI  to  diifcut^s  in  a  British  jxirliament,  anv  que»li<] 
having  refti-enee  to  a  riglU  of  projKTty  in  oiirfellow.t)einfr^ 
Uut  the  AVcst-Indians  arc  placed  in  a  very  peculiar  ^itua^ 
tion  with  respect  to  the  estates  which  lliey  cultivate.  Thov 
found  those  estates  burthened  with  slaves,  placed  und< 
their  authority  by  many  act.s  of  the  legislature,  and  tlw 
arc  bound  to  regulate  themselves  with  regard  to  thcui  ua 
prapcrty,  in  a  uiaiuier  peculiarly  end)arra?»n^. 

I  have  said,  they  cannot  remove  thciii  to  anv  other 
colony,  where  they  uiay  be  more  useful.  I  may  be  told 
they  can  sell  them,  if  they  do  not  want  «o  many.  But  they 
cannot  l»e  disjxwetl  of  in  an  island  where  the  land  is  over- 
stock e<t ;  and  if  they  discontinue  the  cultivation  of  sugar, 
because  it  is  unpn)ductivc,  they  .still  furlher  increase  their 
difficulties;  since  they  do  not  recpuix?  onc-tenth  jiart  of  tK* 
nimtbcr  of  slaves  for  the  cultivationof  any  other  description 
of  protluce.  1  may  be  told,  however,  that  It  is  in  the  power 
of  the  planter  to  emancipate  the  negroes,  if  he  cannot 
employ  or  «up|)ort  tlieni ;  but  there  again  the  law  interferes 
and  prevents  enmnclpalion.  unless  the  negro  can  suiiiiort 
himself;  liccjiusc  he  must  olhcruise  l)ecomt'  a  burden  to 
the  commimity. 

This,  then.  Sir,  is  the  state  of  the  West-India  planters 
under  the  present  law.  Kmploy  the  negroes  they  canwit ; 
emancipate  them  they  cannot;  support  llicm  they  cannot; 
and  there  are,  I  know,  not  one,  but  several  islands  at  the 
present  uiouuul,  in  which  the  whole  produce  of  tbc  land  ii» 
ini^nfHcienl  ior  lUe  su\)\xirt  und  clothing  of  the  uegroen  who 
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arc  necessarily  retained  on  it  Tlicsc  are  the  rcftults  of  our 
regulations ;  of  which  regulations,  l«^  't  recoil cctetl,  I  do 
not  cotnplain,  and  which  I  do  not  wish  to  Ree  altered.  But 
this  I  say,  U  (he  situatitm  in  which  you  have  place<l  (he 
West-Intlia  proiirietors.  'I'Ju'se  are  the  regulations  von  have 
in»po!H.Hl  on  them ;  and  I  think  ihey  very  much  strengthen 
the  claini»  which  tlu-y  Imvc  on  the  Legislature  of  thij« 
country  for  relief.  Kor  these  rcasiins,  I  earncfstly  recom- 
mend the  reil  actions  which  I  have  suggested  ;  and  I  entreat 
my  nglit  ))oi)ourable  friend  to  reconsider  the  terms  of  his 
proposition.  The  relief  which  my  right  honourable  friend's 
plan  Mould  confer  would  Ik*  but  partial;  that  u  Inch  mx 
reduction  wtnitd  cH'cct  wouhl  Ix;  felt  throughout  (he  cotouiea 
as  a  valuable  t)oon- 

Inhere  is,  iK-sides,  another  reason  for  extending  ix4ief  to 
(he  West-India  interest,  which  should  weigh  with  jKirticidar 
force  on  the  mind  of  my  right  homnirable  friend — it  is  that 
of  ex|)ectation,  raised  only  to  lie  disapjMtintiKl.  My  right 
honourable  frienil,  in  his  financial  sitahiiitnt,  held  tnn  some- 
thing like  u  bcKin  to  the  VVest-India  interest,  in  pro[>osing 
an  additional  ilnty  of  a  shilling  a  gallon  on  all  British 
spirits,  while  nun  was  left  as  it  was.  This  was  felt»  and 
acknow  letlge<l  to  lie  a  favour;  and  it  would  liavc  given  relief, 
without  the  slight**st  ])rejudico  to  any  otlwr  interest.  But 
what  will  be  the  situation  of  the  West-Indians — that  boon 
Ih'ing  withdrawn,  and  an  additional  duty  of  si\pen(x>  im- 
poseil  on  rum — if  the  measure  of  my  right  hontmrable 
friend  fails,  as  it  assuredly  will  do,  to  give  any  relief.'' 

Is,  Sir,  this  system  of  vacillation  one  which  liccomes  the 
finance  muiistiT  of  a  great  empire?  If  thus  my  right 
honourable  friend  raises  one  dav  l>o|x^)  only  to  disappoint 
them  the  next,  how  caii  he  expect  that  any  reliance  will 
be  placed  in  the  declaralions  of  Govennncnt  ?  In  such  a 
stiite  of  vacillation  and  uneertainty,  it  is  our  duty  to  coiu- 
|xJJiiin^  I'J,,'^'*^  ^'^*'^'  ^f  ''*i**  night,  to  atlopl  the  measure  pro- 
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posed  Ust  sesskm ;  by  whidi,  as  I  have  stated,  relief  would 
be  conferred  on  a  great  interest  in  distress,  Ifcnefit  g^ven  to'^ 
the  consumers  of  sugar  throughout  the  empire,  and  no  injt 
done  to  the  revenue.  At  present,  there  j»  a  total  suspen-'l 
sou  uf  the  sugar  trade  at  this  the  most  active  season  of  the 
year,  owing  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman '«  most  inju-'^ 
dicious,  intricate,  and  impracticable  proportions.  Nor  i»'' 
thit»  stagnation,  or  rather  suspension,  of  trade  cxmfined  to'' 
sugar.  It  extends  to  other  cainniocIide8,  and  spring«  fmm 
the  same  causes — the  uncertain,  vaciUating  conduct  of  my 
right  honourable  friend.  '' 

Sir,  1  stand  here  w^  tlic  representative,   I  admit,  in  a'l 
general  sense,  of  all  the  interests  in  the  country ;  but  I  anr^ 
also  the  immediate  representative  of  the  second  ^re«t  eotn-^ 
uiereial  i-oimuunity  in  the  empire ;  and  I  apeak  the  n|>inion/t 
of  a  great  portion  of  the  extensive  interests  of  that  emporiunl'' 
of  commerce — of  all  those  closely  bound  by  their  interestii 
with  the  West-India  colonies — when  I  say,  that  thiei  sye 
of  indecision  and  of  experiment  has  producett  there   tin 
greal«it  alarm,  has  infiictetl  serious  injuries  on  commerre^ 
and  is  calculated  to  unsettle  all  transaction^i  between  man  and 
man.    Only  l(X)k  at  the  spectacle  which  has  been  exJiibited*^ 
by  the  way  in  wliich  Government  have  proccetled  with  tli?' 
spirit  duties  !     When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
posed to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  one  shilling  per  gallnti 
on  British  spirits,  large  orders  were,    of  course,  sent  oCX\ 
to  the  West-Indies,    to  make    more  rum  and   less 
And,  18  it  nothing  to  these  interests  to  have  deelar 
emanating  from  a  Government,  taken  up,  and  abandoned, 
without  system,  foresight,  or  consideration  ? 

Look,  loo,  at  the  course  pursued,  uith  regard  to  other 
articles!  Three  months  ago  it  was  announced,  that  the 
growth  of  tobacco  in  this  country  would  be  cncounged^ 
under  certain  regulations.  Orders  were,  of  ooume,  snt 
out  to  America,  to  stop  the  importation  of  tobacco,  in  antt' 


n*cr,  comes  n  (Ictcrmi- 
natton,  Uiat  lobncco  shall  not  be  prown  in  this  country  ! 
Is  it  to  be  conceived  that  vacillations  of  this  kind  do  naCi'> 
produce  the  most  injnnotis  effV*cls  on  the  interests  of  indi- 
viduals? 1  say.  Sir,  it  U  the  duty  of  a  Government  to 
digest  ita  plaus  better;  and  when  those  jiloiiti  are  no 
dige«ted|,  to  be  more  »itcB<ly  in  its  resolvea.  It  is  the  duty 
o^  mini«:ters  to  come  to  I^arliament  with  welUdi|(c«ti*d 
plans  of  acti<in.  Tlieir  measures  JihouKi  all  Ik-  tn*  pre- 
pared, as  to  occuxion  the  least  {wssible  mischief  to  the  cmi>- 
merce  and  the  exislinjj  arrangements  of  society.  Whi-never 
change  is  rendi-reil  necessary,  and  when  measures  for 
etfectfaig  that  clunge  have  iKvn  adopted  with  wisdmii  nnd 
forenght,  they  slu>tdd  be  rigidly  adhered  to.  It  in  the 
duty  of  Parliament,  when  it  finds  ll»e  Government  pur- 
Buing  this  wavering,  indecisive  course,  to  cc>ni|M;l  them  to 
adopt  principles  of  permanent  nnd  general  1egi.4l«daoJ  • 
Great  interests  ought  not  to  be  thus  trifled  with.  The 
consequences  are  too  lasting,  and  too  extensive.  Questions 
of  vital  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  Nhoulil 
not  be  treated  a«  if  they  were  mere  temporary  cxpcdientii, 
in  which  what  is  done  one  day  may  be  imdone  the  next*— 
AS  if  nothing  has  happened,  or  vrill  liappen,  in  coniict|uence 
of  the  change,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  class  or  intereitt. 
We  cannot,  I  repeat  it,  treat  such  mighty  questions  thus. 
My  rigltt  iKHiourable  friend  must  not  imagine  that  this 
kind  of  marching  and  countermarching  ])olicy  is  one  which  > 
ought  to  prevail  orer  the  catrnDerciAl  intereiU  of  a  country/- 
like  this — oa  if  the  Government  could  put  forward  law*  as 
they  would  an  advanced  guard,  with  instnu-tions  to  foil 
back»  or  to  wheel  Ui  the  right  or  to  tlw  left,  as  occaxicm 
miglit  miuir&— withmit  any  explaiMiioD  of  tbo  why  or  tlie 
wbefeCnre. 

I  am  not.  Sir,  stating  mv  own  feelings  no  mtKh  an  I  am 
the  fedingb  of  the  puuple  generaily  who  ore  placed  in  such 
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a  utatv  of  diAcahy  and  alanu  bv  this  coursc>  that  thty 
know  not  fur  a  single  clay  huw  to  prccccd,  bprausc  tlitjrt 
know  noi^tMt  the  next  niay  bring  fortlu     It  is  not,  Chenf 

fnrr,  in  tlit»  t«u.'  uf  aiiijry  rvproacli,  btitof  fidnwmition,  tbat 
I  call  on  my  right  lionouruhle  fri(?n(]  to  abamlon  this  ronne 
of  -\  iidlliition,  r«tract]it)on«a(]tipt3aon,  and  altcratioit,  vhicfc 
unsettles  all  tl^e  transucDons  d  commcrcr;  ami  rEmdcra  tfa^ 
measures  of  Gtivpmment  KUl^peca•d  and  hntcl'iiU  I  ojufc. 
Htiently  predict,  that  u»y  rij^ht  houourulilf  inL'uil's  jMTMtil 
propoeilion  ailU  &il — that  it  will  nut:  he  iVnmdpmcti cable 
in  its  opcTatinii ;  while  I  atu  tquuUy  cuiiHdciit,  thai  Ii^i 
rHucing  and  «]\ialixing^  all  th^  duties  on  sugars  to  SOk^i 
those  evils  will  be  avoided,  TGlief  afiunltd  to  a.  stiilcho^ 
interest,  and  additional  comforts  diflnscxl  among  the  poonr 
classic  of  the  coiiniuniit>'.  -^   'jii  » 

Mr,  llu'^kiii'wn  nfu-rwurd*  nunt'd,  "  That'  it'l4  cc|JvUiciii  iJ.ai  aiV 
briiirn,  JVIuscn\-ailo,  mid  cla>rU  &og«Jvbvin|[  ihe  pmdatp  iil^aind  tStH 
ported   from,  the  Briliah  {iof^8e»»iaoft  in  Aoicnct.  ur  Utr  i«l«i|d  ^^4 
Matiritiu",  hv  imjiortcd  iiitn  tlic  Uniit'd  Kiii^'clntii  :il  ;i  iltiit  <■'  JOj. 
tlic  '\\i."     The  aniondiiM  t<!   w.i-  -ii|i|>uiit''l  ^-^    Mi 
Mr.  P.iuK'it  Thoh».HOii,  Mr.  Juliii  Siewait,  ftlr.  MaMiun;^,   Mi .  /''Hyfil. 
and  Mr.  Iitimc7  and  Apposed  by  the  ChanccllAr  of  tJit  Kk<rhe()urt{' 
Mr.  CoMrtrn»y,  Mr.  Hprric^.  Had   Mr.  Secretary  l^wf- >  Tbclltkil^t 
divided;  For ■  the    ammdiunit*   I'M.  ,  Again- 1  'f     1 ->       \t-,-.,^, 
agfUitHi  Mr.  Mv^i^"****!  utiu'iit^m^nt,  3i^.^  ,  On  c  > 

Chaucellur  otl|*F  Kxy^uci;  bc/^p^^u^  _  .^^^  ^  ^^ 

Mr.  HrsKTstfON  a^ftin  rose.  He  denied  the  prncti*-*! 
of  carrnng  thc^  pro|K)seii  plan  into  oxe«ulion.  Tlw  ^h 
cellor  of  the  Kxeherpier,  he  Raid,  contended  that  if  wtf^ 
practieable,  because  henceforth  all  sufvar  u-ould  be  sbliil  if 
what  were  called  whort  |»rices,  insteati  of  At  loDg<  yktrMT' 
The  thing  was  absolutely  iinpowiibl* ;  and  he  wo*lW  tfH^ 
the  Committee  why.  At  |yrc«ent,  there  mm  a  fixed  dutr  ol^- 
S7ff.,  which  was  to  be  deductKl  from  the  long  price,  ^nordi^ 
to  nRcertftin  how  much  the  sujjar  sold  ab»i<o  ot  I  '  "k-'I 
average  price.     The  average  price  wa$  miide  wp  i. 


by  ik'ductingSTtf.  from  the  long  pricv.  To  nuke  the  nmtUf 
clear,  he  would  suppose  that  the  averaj^  price,  durinp;  the 
present  week,  was  Ji5f.i  which  had  been  arrived  at  by 
deducting  27s.  from  the  lonp  price  of  sugar  sold  in  the 
antecedent  week.  It  woa  impowfible  that  a  knowledge  of 
the  averaf^e  value  of  sugar  could  be  obtained,  except  by 
deducting  21m.  from  the  long  price.  This  wan  so  obvious, 
that  he  waa  astonished  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequers 
&latement  on  die  subject. 

t  He  thought  he  could  show ,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  man 
of  bufiinpf;^  that  his  right  honoundile  friend  did  not  under* 
stand  his  own  prupo^itiun.  He  would  once  more  put  a  very 
pussible  cose  to  his  right  honnurablu  friend ;  and  if  his  plan 
were  capable  of  being  put  into  practice,  he  could  give  him 
an  easy  anitwer.  He  would  su])|X)se  the  average  price  Ihia 
week  to  lie  25a,,  and  that  a  lot  of  sugar  was  sold  at  52$. 
When  die  sale  was  made,  the  Custom-house  officer  asked 
the  seller,  what  lie  had  sold  the  sugar  for  ?  Fifty-two 
shillings  was  the  reply.  The  Custom-house  officer  deducted 
STjt.  froni  the  52^.,  and  ftnmd  that  S5«.  remained  as  the 
I  average  price.  The  seller  told  the  Custom-house  officer, 
that  he  could  not  ask  him  to  pay  a  duty  o(  S7«>t  liecause 

I  the  resolution  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared 
that  that  duty  was  not  In  ho  paid  unless  the  sugars  were 
sold  at  one  shilling  above  the  average  price,  whereas,  in  the 
present  case,  the  average  price  was  not  exceevled  nt  all. 
That  was  a  {Mser  to  the  Custom-house  officer.  Heatimittcd 
I  that  the  statement  was  correct,  and  6xed  the  duty  at 
S25«.  6d.,  which  left  the  seller  a  net  price  of  S(m.  (id.  on  the 
transaction,  so  thai,  in  fact,  he  sold  the  sugar  at  I*.  6d. 
above  the  average.  He  wished  the  Cluincellor  4>f  tlie 
I  Exchequer  to  state  how  this  difHculty  couUi  be  avoideiL  , 
'I'here  was  not  a  man  in  the  Houw — there  was  not  a  prac- 
tical man  in  the  Customs — there  was  not  an  ingenious  man 
in  the  Cabinet — who  covdd  give  him  an  aa-^wcr  upou  this 
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point.  His  right  hcmourable  friend  called  this  an  ml  volorcfn 
duty.  Now,  he  denied  that  it  was  so.  It  was  no  more  ku 
ad  valorem  duty*  than  the  impost  aflixKl  to  the  ascending 
and  desTcnding  scale  witli  respect  to  wheat  could  be  cotu 
sidere<l  an  ad  valorem  duty. 

"^ '  He  certainly  should  vote  against  the  whole  of  these  Peso- 
lutions ;  because  he  looked  upon  them,  in  ttie  first  place,  as 
impracticable;  and  Ijccause,  in  the  next,  if  thev  were  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  into  effect,  they  were  liable  to  be 
constantly  evaded  and  defeated.  His  right  honourable 
friend  had  recommended  the  measure  as  one  which  would 
give  relief  to  the  West-India  interest ;  but  it  would  doni 
such  thing.  It  would  give  relief  to  tlie  Mauritius,  ta 
Doinerara,  and  to  Trinidad ;  but  it  wonld  give  no  relief  tn 
our  olfl  West-India  colonies.  It  would  give  an  advanta^ 
to  the  former,  which  did  not  want  assistance;  and  it  wouM 
not  confer  any  advantage  on  the  latter.  The  augars  which 
this  scale  of  duty  would  allow  to  come  more  readily  into 
the  market  were  the  sugars  of  Denierara,  and  places  wbcre 
it  was  obtained  at  a  less  pro|)ortionate  cost,  than  were  the 
finer  sugars  of  our  old  colonies.  At  present,  he  beliercd, 
the  value  of  a  slave  at  Barliadoes  or  at  Antigua,  was  not 
more  than  35/.  or  4<W, ;  while  in  Demerara,  Trinidad,  at 
the  Mauritius,  it  was  from  80/.  to  90/.  This  shewed  » 
colonies  were  flourishing,  and  which  were  in  distress. 

Hut  the  measure  would  do  more  than  withhold  relief 
those  by  whom  it  was  most  wanted.  It  would  add  to 
distress,  by  bringing  in  the  sugars  of  those  other  cohwifli 
at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  thereby  check  the  consumpdcB 
of  those  from  the  older  ones.  Neither  woidd  the  mMSHR 
be  of  any  advantage  to  the  ^xx>rer  classes  of  the  people  ti 
this  country.  The  sugars  which  they  chiefly  consumed  w«i 
the  Muscovado  sugars  fitim  the  colonies;  while  the  couv 
sugars.  (HI  whitrh  the  duty  was  to  he  reduced,  were  chicijr 
employed   by  the  refiner,  and  ctnivertcd  into   thai  su^ 
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which  was  cxcluKivptv  (»%(1  l>y  the  rich.  He  would  a«(rertf 
fnmi  what  he  Imil  that  day  Wanitx]  from  his  conatitiumtSf 
that  if  thin  nieaRun;  wciv  suflVrt'd  to  pass,  the  Wost-Indu 
colonies  would  l)e  reduced  to  u  fttate  of  absolute  despair  and 

-  utter  ruin,  and  in  coniinun  justice  we  ouj;ht  to  l>e  prepared 
to  take  the  nefjrroes  into  uur  own  kcqiinjir ;  for  it  would  be 
impowible  that  they  eould  lie  ])rofitably  employed  iu  culti- 
vating sujira'*- 

The  rifrht  homjurable  gentleman  next  proceeded  to  com* 
fdain  of  the  %'ariouff  statcmeuts  mode  hy  the  Chancellor  of 
the  F.xcbe<|vier  at  different  |HTiuds;  dLTlaring  that  he 
greatly  dislikeil  bis  right  hooourable  friemVs  piece-nieul 
ijudgets.  He  had  come  forward  willi  one  statement  and 
plan  in  Marcli ;  and  he  had  another  btatemeot  aiid 

^notlier  plan  now.  He  sincerely  U'licved  that  his  riglit 
honourable  fricMid  had  not  contemplated  any  rt-ductiuu  of 
taxation,  until  after  the  House  luid  furced  liim  to  do  Hk 
At  the  o]jeiung  of  the  Mission*  the  noble  Duke  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  had  slated  iu  the  House  of  Lords,  that 
the  reductions  could  not  extend  beyond  a  uiillion  and  a 
half;  but,  nine  days  afterwards,  his  right  honourable  friend 
liad  come  down  and  proposed  a  repeal  of  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  three  millions,  liis  right  honourable  friend  had 
Mated  a  week  ago.  that  the  revenue  he  aliould  obtain  from 
hiB  propoAcd  increase  of  tlie  duty  on  spirits  would  be 
3*>0,0(M>A;  but  the  (quantity  of  spirits  consumed  last  year  was 
^1«''39<J>0(K)  gallons,  and  this,  at  sixpence  the  gallon  addi- 
tiunnl,  would  anuiunt  to  760,000/.  This  was  a  »et-off,  and 
u  vtrry  large  one  too,  against  any  diminution  of  the  duty  on 
migars.  By  ansenting  tt>  bis  projxvotion,  therefore,  there 
would  have  bevn  ik>  hii/ard  to  the  public  credit ;  but  instead 
of  doing  w),  his  right  lionourable  friend  peniisted  in  his  own 
uniutcliigiblu  and  ill-digested  propositions.  He  contended, 
that  by  pnK:ceding,tt!>  they  now  prn|x>9ed  to  do,  niiiiistens 
were  holding  out  a  prospect  of  relief  to  the  VVebWindia 
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colonies,  which  was  a  mere  mockery-  Tlie  agitation  of  ilit 
subject  had  thrown  the  commercial  part  of  the  community 
into  a  state  of  great  uncertainty  and  uneasiness.  A  com- 
mercial  paper,  wliicli  he  had  received  from  the  town  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  stated,  that  the  rum,  tlie 
brandy,  the  whiskey,  and  the  gin  trade  were  all  at  a  stand  ;i 
the  brewers  and  maltsters  all  at  a  »t«nd ;  the  nuinufac- 
turers  of  tobacco  and  snuff  were  all  at  a  stand ;  the  su^ar 
trade  was  also  at  a  stand,  and  there  was  an  end  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  sugars  called  "  bastards  ;**  40,000  hogfrT 
heads  nf  which  were  annually  imported  into  this  country. 

His  right  honourable  friend  would  find  his  jJan  im-, 
practicable.  He  would  be  compelled  to  abandon  it,  an4' 
he  had  better  do  so  at  once.  He  would  tell  his  right  honour^ 
able  friend,  that  his  sugar  bill  would  ne\'er  pass.  Before 
it  could  pass,  petitions  would  be  ptjured  in  against  it  frepi 
every  town  of  the  empire.  If  gentlemen  would  giw 
themselves  time  to  consider  the  proposition,  he  was  »ure  that 
the  182  who  voted  against  his  amendment  would  find  thai 
they  were  practiodly  wrong,  and  that  all  that  the  West- 
Indians  were  likely  to  get  in  this  year  of  promise  wa»  an 
additional  duty  of  sixpence  a  gallon  on  rum-  He  should 
certainly  vote  against  the  resolution,  because  be  thought  it 
was  better  to  do  nothing  than  to  throw  every  thing  into  • 
state  of  confusion  and  uncertainty.  He  now  gave  notice, 
that  on  bringing  up  the  rejwrt  he  would  renew  his  propo- 
sition to  reduce  the  duty  on  sugar  to  SOa.  When  the  hill 
was  brought  in,  he  was  (;uite  convinced  that^  such  would 
be  the  opposition  given  to  it,  that  it  would  not  be  earned 
through  Parliament  for  two  months.  He  tlierefore  again 
advised  his  right  honourable  friend  to  abandon  it. 

'-The  Committee  divided  :  For  the  ChftoeelloT  of  the  Exch«Mper> 
resolution,  161.  A^r«iiue  it,  144.  Mijority,  17-  Tho  nMwnre  w^l 
afterwards  abandoned ;  and  Mr.  Huskis«OD  docUned,  therefort,  Bt 
renew  his  proposition,  on  the  report  being  brought  up. 
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COURT  OF  CHANCERY— SUITS  IN  EQUITY  BILL, 

On  tbe  order  of  the  tisy  for  the  Kccond  r^kdinf;  of  the  Suit*  in 
Bt|uily  Bill,  6ir  Charles  WvtheroU  nio^'cd  w  on  Amendment.  "  That 
it  ia  the  duty  nf  tlils  Ilotific,  before  it  f^iv^n  iU  •■nrtion  In  ihc  appoint- 
ment of  a  further  Judge  ro  the  Court  of  Chancer)',  lo  wcerlain,  by 
the  examination  of  witnes»e«,  and  other  inquiries,  whether  a  case  of 
necessity'  exists  for  such  appointment." 

Mr.  HusKissoN  observed,  that  seeing  that  his  right 
hoiHiurablc  fiicnd,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Efepartment,  was  the  only  member  not  connwted  with  the 
legal  profession,  who  had  hitherto  delivered  his  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  he  felt  some  hesitation  in  following  his 
right  honourable  friend's  example  He  would,  however, 
venture  to  offer  a  few  words,  as  the  qirestion  must,  after  all, 
be  iiltimately  decided  by  gentlemen  as  unlearned  as 
himself. 

He  entirely  concurred  with  his  honourable  and  learned 
frieml,  the  member  for  Knaresborough,  in  the  views  he  had 
expressed.  He  did  nut  think  that  a  new  judge  ought  to  be 
appointed,  upon  the  faith  of  the  very  doubtful  improvements 
in  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  which  liad  been 
Conceded.  Thtn^  ought  to  be  an  inquiry  of  the  most 
am]>le  description.  The  great  complaint  preferred  against 
the  court  WHS  delay  ;  and  they  were,  accordingly,  pressed  to 

lie  at  once  to  a  decision  to  abate  the  evil. 

^6w  he  would  not,  like  some  honourable  members,  travel 
two  hundretl  years  hack,  in  search  of  cases.  He  would 
simply  refer  to  the  course  pursued  i)y  the  House,  in  a 
question  which  was  brought  before  it  about  lifteen  years 
ago.  Great  complaints  were  at  that  time  made,  respeetiug 
the  imjierfect  comnumication  between  this  coimtry  and 
Ireland.    The  Holvhcad  mails,  for  various  reason:;,  did  not 
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travel  with  suffiiMont  spwd.  An  iiiquiry  was  matitnlrid, 
ftnil  a  report  was  ina<le,  tliat  the  oxorhitout  tolls  did  fees 
charged  at  particular  gatf  s  and  ferric*,  Wwe  named  amongst 
the  cauBCs  of  the  imj)ediment8.  What  did  the  Hotue  do 
upon  that  (>c(-a»ion  i*  Did  thev«  vitlwut  making  anr  other 
alteration,  place  an  otlditional  euucJi  up4^in  the  road,  by 
Way  of  renicdviug  the  evil?-  Yet  this  was  pretty  much  the 
C9ursc  recoinniondcil  u|x>n  tlio  present  occasion.  In  a 
word,  he  did  not  think  that  any  case  had  been  uade  oiit,'hi 
favour  of  this  new  api>ointment.  The  judges  in  the  court 
were  divided  upon  it ;  and  the  mai$»  of  legal  autlioHt)' 
appeared  to  he  againnt  it. 

Tliere  was  this  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  arT««r» 
In  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  constoot  complaint  of 
them*  that  there  mnst  l»e  something  iU^fective  in  its  consti- 
tution, or  in  the  ad  mini  strut  ion  of  its  jurisdiction.     They 
had  had  *'  wings"  attached  to  different  measures  which  had 
come  before  them ;  none  of  which  were,  on  that  account,  the 
more  palatable ;  iie  might  say  rather,  tliat  tlie  very  urcuf^^H 
fttance  of  their  being  bo  attached  to  any  bill  was,  in  itaelf,^^ 
reason  why  the  Hoxise  usually  looked  on  it  with  the  greater 
jealousy  and  suspicion.     The  argument*  6n  the  subject  had 
drawn  the  matter  in  dispute  to  isRue  ;  namely,  whether  thepr 
had  been  an  increase  of  the  arrears  of  undecided  caM.>s  id 
the  Court  of  Chancery  ?     This  question,  in  Iuk  mind,  tJtry 
could  not  be  bo  well  qualified   to  decide  upon.     He  alMMiU 
therefore  propose,  that  the  question  of   the  arrvar», 
consequently,  of  tlie    necessity    of   the  apixjintmcnt  rf 
fourth  judge  in  the  Court  of  Cliancery,  fhuuld  be  rcfcnrrd 
to  a  committee  to  re]}ort  thereon  to  tlu;  Uouse> 

He  bogged  the  House  to  recollect,  that  they   i»ad 
fiumi&hed  with  the  opinion  of  the  present  Lord  Chancel 
that  if  the  arrear  were  once  disposed  of*  there  woitld  br 
tittle  difficulty  in  keeping  the  tilefi  of  the  Court  clear  for 
the   future,   without    the   aid   or  int^r^cuiion    of   aootiu'r 
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Jad^.  For  all  these  reasona,  he  nhould  give  to  the  pro- 
fipnt  hill  hiK  most  decided  op{>osition,  until  the  Houw 
should  be  more  fully  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  the  two 
bills  which  were  to  fonn  (ite  wiiigSi  as  they  liad  Ihxui  dcno- 
ininjited,  of  the  preatlit  measure. 

The  llciuse  cltvi<l«(l:  Fnr  the  Aniendmcnt,  iM'u     A^iiut  i(|  133. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  RfNG  ON  RIS  ACCESSION— DEMI!«K 
OF  TllK  CROWN— REGENCV. 

Od  the  3^h,  Sir  Robert  Peel  bmu^ht  up  ibe  foUowipg-Metsif^e 
from  the  Kiii)|^ : — 

'•  William,  R. 

**  'J'he  King  J'wis  turarctl,  that  the  Huum  of  ComniDiu  untcrtuiu 
a  jtut  »cnM:  of  tJtc  lo9>  which  his  Mujeffty  and  the  country  hftvi'  Ktt»- 
laJned  in  the  death  «f  the  Ulc  Kiiif;,  his  Mnjesty*!)  luuented  brother; 
tnd  (liat  tht*  lloiue  nf  CuminiKit  »ytiipiithize9  with  hi&  Majesty  on  thin 
BfloiTiful  event,  which  has  involved  hr«  Mnje^ly  in  deep  nfflielirtn. 
The  KinfT  has  taken  inlit  hin  nmsidenitiutt  the  advukcedjpcriodof  ihr 
aetsiun,  aitU  the  »l«le  of  the  public  hu«tn««s  and  ii  anwiUing  Ut  rwwiu< 
mend  to  the  attention  uf  Parliament  any  new  matter,  which  isay 
lidmit  tif  postponement,  M'ithout  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

"  His  Mujesty  ha«  alM)  adverted  tu  tlie  provitions  ufthe  law,  by  whieh. 
In  coiu«t{uence  of  the  dcmi»c  of  his  late  Majesty,  the  dunUiun  of  the 
present  Parliament  must  necesaarily  terraina««  at  an  eariy  p«ri«d ; 
ufid  bring  nf  opinioa  that  it  will  be  moat  eonducive  to  the  f^BUral 
convenience,  and  to  thointcre«ts  uf  the  country,  tu  call  a  nuw  Puilia- 
m«nt  with  as  little  delay  aa  may  be  practicable,  his  M^jt'aty  recaw- 
mcnda  to  the  HauM  of  Comroona  to  moke  auch  temporary  pmW?(ioii 
ail  niuy  Im-  ro^^ui-ite  for  the  conduct  of  the  public  ■er%icp,  in  the  interval 
that  ttiudt  eUpse  between  tlie  close  of  the  present  session  and  the  np(ii< 
in^  of  a  new  PaHiantent." 

Tbia  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  take  the  waid  Menage  into  eon- 
ffiderntion,  and  Sir  RoI>ert  Peel  hadn^  moved  an  AddreM  of  Thanlti 
lo  hin  Majesty,  Lord  Althorp  alluded  lo  the  «ee<'»pity  of  piDvidlnB"  for 
A  Rei»ency  "n  the  roniitipeni  event  of  the  dviniae  of  the  Crown,  and 
Wrnd  ad  an  Aiucudjiivati  lluit  liur  JurUivr  dM^uaa^wu  uu.|^i|Ufl|jb^ 
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»h»ul(l  l>e  aJjourncd  tiU  the  fotloiring  dsy.  ASicr  It  had  been  tofn 
pfu'ted  by  Mr.  Bro»(;hBni,  Mr,  \VyPD»  unti  Liord  Millun  -  Aud.uppo»Qd 
by  8ir  Charles  Wctherell  oiid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbcqaer^ 

Mr.  HiTSKissov  ro<e  and  naid  : — 

I  agree.  Sir,  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqticr, — 
ami  it  is  the  only  point  in  which  1  do  agree  with  him, — 
tliat  it  vrill  be  better  to  postpone  all  discussion  respecting 
tile  sugar  duties,  until  the  subject  bIiuII  come  before  the 
HouHC  in  a  substantive  sha^w.  Assuming,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xcheqaeT''s  original 
remlutiunB  on  the  subject  are  the  best  tliat  could  be  deviaed 
fur  the  relief  i>f  the  Wt:»t-India  interest,  I  roust  agree  that, 
under  the  change  of  oircumatances,  in  the  prej«cnt  state  of 
the  session,  it  is  wise  and  prudent  to  take  the  amplest  aad 
shortest  mode,  first,  of  continuing  the  duties ;  and  secondly, 
of  giving,  in  whatever  degree  possible,  relief  to  the  West- 
liidJu  intere:it. 

JaiMy  Hglit  honourable  friend  has  asked  the  iloiiae,  wb^ 
wc  wish  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  important 
matters  brought  before  us  for  twenty-four  hours;  aT>d  ht 
urges  that  the  House  has  already  had  tlie  time  for  con- 
sideration, which  is  called  for  by  the  amendment.  I  coo- 
fess,  Sir,  that  I  was  never  much  more  surprised  in  roy  Hfe 
than  at  hearing  that  assertion.  It  was  only  vesterdav  tlial 
ministers  brought  down  to  the  House  the  most  grariout 
message  of  his  Majesty,  with  the  contents  and  import  of 
which,  until  the  document  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Speaker,  none  but  the  immediate  servantft  of  the  Crown 
were  acquainted.  We  are  there  told,  that  his  Majesty  in 
unwilling  to  recommend  the  introduction  of  any  new 
matter,  which  may  admit  of  postponement^  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service. 

The  question.  Sir,  which  inimcdiately  arises  upon  this 
large  qualification  is — whether  the  matters  which  are  now 
under  discusMou  arc  such  as  can  bv  |X}stponcd,  withoal 
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detriment  to  the  puMic  wT\*ire?  When  thi-  Chancellor  of 
the  Kxchequer  sa^s,  that  wc  have  already  had  twenty-four 
hours  notice  of  what  ministers  intend  to  bring  forward, 
and  what  they  intend  to  abandon,  let  me  ask  my  right 
honourable  friend,  whether  many  hvinourablc  gentlemen, 
after  the  rcadtj)^  of  the  J^tessagc  yesterday,  did  not  go  out 
of  the  House  with  the  impression,  that  some  description  of 
Regency,  adapted  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  would 
come  under  discttssiou,  during  the  ttitting  of  the  present 
Parliiuiient  't  Many  aliK>  were  of  opinion,  that  some  tem- 
porary arrangement  of  the  Civil  List  would  be  recom- 
mended ;  and  such  was  not  only  the  opinion  of  intelligent 
and  welhinformcd  membcrti  t^  this  Uouue,  unconnected 
with  office,  but  I  could  also  name  honourable  gentlemen  in 
oflice,  who  went  away  ui  the  entire  belief,  that  the  matter  of 
a  Hegency  would  l)e  kiuught  under  conuderatiun.  If  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  were  at  all  acquainted  with 
what  is  passing  out  of  doors,  he  would  have  known,  that 
ao  much  has  the  point  been  mooted  elsewhere,  that  it  had 
become  the  Hubject  of  wagprs,  whether  the  question  of  a 
ilegcncy  would  or  would  not  be  introduced  this  night 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  surprised  that  the  right 
honourable  gentlemen  should  suppose  that  the  information 
on  this  subject  was  bo  dear  and  distinct  that  no  mistake 
could  arisew 

"5  Now,  Sir,  what  is  the  material  part  of  the  question? 
The  principal  minister  of  the  Crown  in  this  House,  in  his 
opening  address  of  this  evening,  iairly  and  candidly  stated, 
chat  he  would  meet  what  he  apprehended  was  uppermost 
in  the  minds  of  all,  namely,  what  might  be  the  situation  of 
the  Crown,  in  case  of  the  unfortunate  circumstance  of  the 
rfemisc  of  the  present  Sovereign  before  the  assembling  of  a 
new  parliament.  The  right  honourable  baronet  fairly 
admitted,  that  the  subject  was  be«et  with  doubts  and  dif- 
ficulties— that  its  cousideration  had  not  escaped  the  anxious 
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attention  of  the  advisers  of  the  Crown;  but  he  aAdi^ 
that,onltiei]est  and  inuHt  mature  deliberation  which  they  had 
been  able  to  pve  the  &ubjcctt  they  were  of  opinion  that  ihf 
least  evil  would  l>e,  not  to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  the 
present  PnrliaiuenL  Ministers  have  taken  time  to  d« 
berate  ujwn  the  perplexities  and  doubts  which  suirou 
the  subject.  Why  not,  then,  allow  the  House  four-aod- 
twenty  huurR  for  the  same  object.  C'alled  ii|x)n  Ut  dccidf 
on  the  sudden,  it  sccins  to  nie  that  thert>  is  no  roon>  for 
hesitatioD.  The  right  honuurable  baronet  has  Hpoken  of 
the  expenses  to  which  candidates  would  tic  put  who  were 
employed  in  canvnssing  certain  piace<^  I  do  not  under- 
value the  evils  which  the  right  honourable  baronet  allude* 
to ;  but  I  would  have  him  weigh  against  them  the  fearful 
consc<iuences  which  miglit  result  fnim  that  contingency, 
which  I  pray  to  Heaven  may  be  averted,  not  uuly  as  a 
loyal  subject  of  his  Majesty,  but  as  a  member  ol'  f»arli»- 
ment,  anxious  for  the  peace,  tranquillity,  and  security  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  constitution  under  wl)ich  wc  livr. 
Let  us  remember,  that  we  are  dealing  with  an  event  in 
whicli  human  foresight  will  be  of  no  avail— which  canoot 
be  measured  and  fathomed  by  tlie  wisest — which  no  pns 
science  can  foretell — nu  prudence  can  be  a  sliielil  against. 
Nn  anu  can  protect  the  Sovereign  from  the  incvitAble  lol 
of  humanity. 

What  was  tlie  wiBdum  of  our  ancestors,  und  what  the 
.princi[ile  of  the  law  which  provides,  that  tliL*  Parliament 
sliould  continue  in  existence  for  six  months  ui'ter  tlic 
demise  of  the  Sovereign  ?  Why,  surely,  that  they  ahoukJ 
ussemble  to  see  that  the  succession  was  ])roperly  taken 
care  of,  and  that  the  public  interests  did  not  suffer.  Shuuld 
that  calamity  befall  us  to  which  my  argument  appUoH,  and 
should  nothing  liave  been  done  in  the  way  of  prtM.*autioau 
we  shall  l»ave  set  the  \vis4l0m  of  our  ancestors,  which  gave 
us  this  op|»ortvinily,  at  nougju,  and  the  couMX|Uctice$  tuay 
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be  confusion,  disasters,  and   measures   subversive  of  th<- 
.■cnistitutioD  itself. 

•<  Shall  we,  then,  Sir,  witli  our  eyes  open,  and  with  the 
means  of  avtfiding;  thoHC  cvila  within  our  reach,  expose  our- 
iolvGs  iu  the  ri.tk — not^  indeed,  of  u  disjniltNl  or  doubtful 
auecessiou — but  to  a  risk  cmly  weond  to  it,  that  uf  having 
tlie  powers  of  the  Crown  devolve  into  hand»  totally  incotti- 
peteut  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  oHice.  For  aught  We 
Jcnow,  that  very  incompetency  niifcht  Iw  the  ocra(non  of  an 
lActt  subversive  at  onee  of  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
prerugntiven  of  the  Cro>vn.  I  do  not,  of  course,  mean  to 
Bay,  that  such  dangers  luUMt  end  in  such  disaRters ;  but 
uught  we  needlesbly  to  exfiose  ourselves  to  the  peril,  and 
■  •irould  that  exposure  tend  either  to  the  security  of  the 
throne,  or  to  the  happiness  of  the  petjple  ?  Again,  let  me 
observe,  tlmi  we  are  not  only  calletl  upini  to  dt%d  with  this 
.question,  but  with  otiiers  tiecessarily  included  in  the  Ad- 
^idreca;  and  yet  upon  none  of  these  are  we  to  be  aUow«d 
even  twenty-four  hours  for  deliberation. 

With   respect  to  tlie  Civil  List,  my   right  honourable 
friend   BayH,  that  we  are  not  at  jireiient  to  luuch  it;  and 
1  confess  that  1  do  not  see  bo  strongly  ait  sonte  honmirable 
ember*,  the  inconvenience  of  |>o«tponing  the  permanent 
^lirrangenient  until   the   meeting  of  a  new  ]«»rlianient.     I 
think  that  Government  (night  to  ha%'e  time  lu  discutis  and 
weigh  all  the  detaihi;  and  when   thin   plan  is  at  length 
brought  ftirward,  it  ought  to  be  rt*ferred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, who  must  have  time  to  awsider  il.     Therefore   I 
|lo  not  view  with    jealousy  or   alarm,    tlie  pn>]iosal   to 
ttinue  the  present  Civil  List  for  ii  short  {leriod,  on  the 
'  undent  tan  rling  that  no   part  of  the   new   arrangement  \» 
thereby  prejudged.  '• 

,    But  what  iloes  this  addrem  next  inquire  un  todo  ?  Why, 
Sir,  to  determine  tliat  all  the  ini[iortimt  meatiurcK  which 
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have  occupied  us  so  nnceasinj!;!^  during  one  of  the  longttc 
and  most  arduous  sMsions  ever  known,  lihould  be  at  on« 
dropped  and  abandoned.  To  say  the  best  of  it,  this  is  to 
stultify  Parliament  in  the  eyes  of  the  country  ;  for  we  must 
declare,  that  all  the  measures  which,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  came  recommended  from  the  Throne,  as  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  the  country,  and  all  the  other  measures 
which  have  occupied  so  much  of  our  deliberate  attention, 
are  to  be  gratuitously  and  unnecessarily  abandonetl.  What 
w31  the  country  think  of  Parliament,  and  those  who 
directed  the  measures  in  question,  if  we  at  once  break  off, 
doing  literally  nothing  ?  Do  I  say,  nothing  ?  AVe  have 
done  worse  than  nothing.  Measures  have  been  brought 
forward,  and  withdrawn,  after  they  have  been  discussed 
and  almost  brought  to  maturity  ;  and  now  tlie  measurei 
which  have  been  proposed  in  lieu  of  them  are  about  to 
be  abandoned  in  like  manner.  We  could  not,  last  night, 
extract  from  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  what 
meant  to  do  with  the  swgar  duties;  and  yet  now,  aa  i 
Wednesday,  which  is  not  usually  devoted  to  businem,  we 
are  required  to  decide  at  once  upon  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant topics  that  could  engage  the  attention  of  the  lelj 
lature.  1  do  not  dwell  upon  the  danger  and  confusion- 
which  itself  is  danger — to  arise  from  the  fatal  and  unlookj 
for  demise  of  the  Crown,  when,  if  the  course  now  suggestc 
be  wloptetl,  there  will  exist  no  executive  authority,  exc 
by  means  of  one  of  those  temporary  expedients,  which  I  ant 
sorry  tn  say,  have,  of  late,  been  too  much  the  fashion. 
An  order  in  i^uncil,  or  a  message  from  the  TreAsuryi 
directing  duties  to  be  levied  which  are  not  due  in  law,  aniL 
the  payment  of  which  the  subject  is  entitled  to  ro^a^ 
might  temporarily  settle  the  question  of  the  sugar  duties. 
But  what  I  am  now  about  to  refer  to  goes  to  the  vc 
root  and  foundation  of  the  monarchy  itsdf ;  atid  is  that 
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Sir,  to  be  settled  hy  an  order  in  council  ?  What  1  contend 
for  is  this — timt  there  are  risks  which  it  is,  in  no  way, 
necessary  to  incur.  Let  us  settle  the  Regency  now,  and 
not  leave  it  to  a  period  of  unforeseen  calamity,  when  all  the 
excitement  of  party  animt>idties  would  be  in  viulent  opera- 
tion, and  when  we  should  be  deprived  of  the  reliance  we 
might  be  dispo^^d  to  make  on  the  executive  Govemnieut,,|j 

I  cannot  too  often  press  upon  the  House,  that  at! 
that  we  ajjk>  in  order  to  avoid  the  cliance  of  tlie  evils 
which  I  have  pointed  out,  ia  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours. 
As  to  the  Estimates,  is  it  too  much  to  ask  for  a  delay  of 
twenty -four  hours,  before  we  decide  whether  we  shall  grant 
uuni&tersa  vote  of  credit,  or  whether  we  sliail  jtrixx-ed  with 
the  supplies  in  the  regular  parliamentary  course  ?  That 
course  wa^  settled  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors;  and 
shall  we  determine,  upon  the  spot,  to  depart  from  it,  lest 
some  new  candidate  should  unexjiectedly  get  the  start  of, 
and  thereby  derange  the  interests  of,  some  favoured  member  ? 
We  have  still  six  months  before  us,  for  the  consideration  of 
these  great  questions.  In  that  time,  or  in  a  portion  of  it, 
we  might  consider  the  questions  whidi  press  on  our  atten- 
tion. If  we  do  .so,  we  shall  stood  right  with  the  country. 
But  if  wc  consent  to  take  the  course  now  proposed,  heavy 
indeed  will  \ye  the  responsibility  whicli  will  rest  on  mem- 
bers of  this  House;  and  fifty -fold  heavier,  in  tl»e  event  of 
the  calamity  occurring  to  which  I  have  so  often  alluded, 
will  be  the  responsibility  which  will  rest  upon  the  heads  of 
ministers,  who  could  advise  theCrown  to  dissolve  parliament 
without  making  some  provision  for  such  a  contingency. 

On  these  grounds.  Sir,  I  implore  my  right  honourable 
friend  to  reconsider  his  proposition,  and  to  allow  the 
House  the  few  hours  we  require  for  deliberation.  I  im- 
plore him  the  more  earnestly,  because  we  are  now  in  the  last 
day  of  June,  and  how  shall  we  be  more  competent  to  con- 
sider this  great  question  in  September  than  in  July  ?     The 
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attention  of  Parliameiil  Uas  bev»  not  unfrequmd)'  csBri 
upon  to  consider  matters  of  im|xjr1«nrr  in  the  monili  rf 
July,  and  exon  in  August :  and  f  can  iwe  no  |nA 
rpason  why  the  advisers  of  the  Crowii  should  mmaaai 
the  re-nssond)ling  of  the  two  Ifoust-H  at  w>  innnaTanAd 
period  of  the  year  as  Septeinl>er.  Thai  Partiampot,  if «»» 
difisolved,  will  he  re-aftficmhled  immediately  af^er  ihrwiii 
arc  rctumahlc.  I  have  no  doulit  ;  hut  T  ncvtr  can  bfKcvfr 
that  in  a  neiv  Parliament,  with  prt»hahly  two  or  thrrrlnsiM 
new  members,  there  will  be  more  wisdom,  or  morr  af^ 
bility  of  doingjusiice  to  the  wreat  qiiCKtifTns  connivt»t!  wifc 
the  pidihe  interest,  than  in  the  pn-^cnt  House  of  CoraoKOK 
with  the  assistance  of  all  its  experience.  And  th«i»  9t, 
Government  will  crown  their  gmiid — I  was  going  to  •» 
ahsurditv,  but  I  will  uot  use  any  liarsJi  oxpresstoo— (htf 
grand  iuwusistcncy  of  proceeding — If  the  fatal  cantfnjita^ 
of  the  demise  of  the  Crown  should  tak«  pUoebrfot«4r 
new  writs  are  returnable,  ministers  will  he  ob!ig«^  Ip  ^ 
assemble  the  old,  in(i>iii|»ctent,  condemned  PartumiBt.* 
discuss,  under  circumstance*!  of  accumulnted  dtSIniWek 
alarm,  and  insecurity,  those  questions  connected  witb  Jl  «* 
great  constitutional  egtablifihnients  which  mtjB^hi  now  h 
calmly  and  quietly  disposo<l  of. 

The   flouRc    dividtd:    For  the  AAdnras,   l93.      Pw   tli*  Aib*^ 
menl,  146.     Majority  s^airiRt  tht  Amendment,  47- 


I.ABOURERS*  WAOES  BILL— TRUCK  SYSTRM. 
JatjfS. 
On  the  17ih   nf  Marrh,  Mr.  Littleton  rnlUH    thr   hIimiIwb  ^* 
UuuHC  tit  the  Truck  System,  uni)   roncludrd  «i)    «b)«>    »dHn«*  ** 
moving;  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill.  "  to  render  jnoir»  etftcta^" 
Lhwb  requiring  Paj-nieiit  of  Wage*  in  Money." 

Mr.  HnsKTssoN  complimontrd  hi*  hontKimbic  frimdf^ 
member  for  Staftbrdfthire,  on  the  go«l  f«elh>e  «h$di  f* 
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vadetl  ovi*ry  part  of  hiB  eloquent  ap|wal  to  the  humanity 
ami  justice  of  the  Houw.*.  With  his  honourable  friend,  be 
ugreed,  that  the  House  ought  to  legislate  on  this  subject; 
but  he  wafl  not  entirely  prepared  to  say,  that  the  tneasura 
of  his  honourable  friend  cunte  fully  up  to  his  views.  He 
rtuidilv  admitted  that  the  Truck  itystem  was  a  great  cviJ^ 
and  ouf^ht  to  bu  abati'd ;  but  the  interference  in\'Dlved  otlier 
principles  and  other  considerations,  whicli  his  hoikourable 
fricud  had  nut,  hi;  thought,  taken  sufficiently  into  hia 
account. 

He  would  not  then  argue  the  question,  as  his  honourable 
friend,  to  his  regret,  luul  selectetl  a  day  tor  introducing  the 
subject,  which  was  generallv  understood  not  to  be  one  ftn* 
the  debate  of  any  important  subject.  He  would  recom- 
lueiid  that  Aonie  niurc  convenient  o))|X)rtunity  hhuuld  Iw 
taken  to  discuss  the  ntcosure.  It  involved  the  contentment 
and  well-being  of  a  portion  of  the  coninmnity  every  way 
entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  House;  and  he  well 
knew  that  the  sufl'ering  of  those  who  already  endured  a 
great  deal,  woultl  be  much  aggravated,  if  I'arlianient  were 
to  allow  the  value  of  their  labour  to  be  measured  by  any 
other  standard,  than  the  one  generally  adopted  by  the 
conimunily  as  the  niea.*>ure  of  value.  But  he  would  here 
stop, — only  repeating  his  hoju",  that  the  House  would  not 
then  I>e  pressed  into  a  dLscustdon  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Littleton  obtained  losve  to  brintr  in  thft  raid  Bill ;  and  this 
day,  on  the  motion  for  goin^  into  a  committee  upon  it, 


Mr.  HusKissov  said,  that  if,  as  had  been  stated,  the 
prvsent  system  of  paying  the  laliouren*  gave  n  jjrofit  of  ten 
per  eenl.  to  the  mmuifacturer,  the  Parliament  not  only 
ought  not  to  put  it  down  by  any  legislative  enactment,  but 
should  oomjjel  every  manufacturer  to  pay  in  truck,  and  not 
in  money  wages ;  btit  he  denitnl  that  the  svHtem  had  any 
such  effa!t.     It  was,  no  doubt,  ofsonn^  advantage  to  the 
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manufacturer,  or  he  wuuld  not  resort  to  it ;  but  it  was  aiv 
advantage  obtained  at  the  expense  of  those  whom  it  should 
be  the  especial  duty  of  that  House  to  protect, — he  meant, 
the  labouring  clasiies.  ,.  i 

In  his  opinion,   all  contracts  made  for  money  wageit 
should  1x'  fulHlled  according  to  the  termft  in  whidi  ihey 
were  made ;  but  they  certainly  could  nut  be  said  to  \ie  ful- 
filled, if  the  man  who  had  contracted  tliat  he  sliould  be  paid 
ID  money,  was  only  paid  in  goods.     The  object  of  hoM.^ 
honourable  fiiend^s  bill  was  to  give  effect  to  contracts  made 
for  wages,  by  compelling  the  party  making  tliem,  to  j)ay 
the  full  amount  in  money,  and  not  in  goods.     He  knew 
the  effect  which   the  bill   might  have  on  tlie  labourer,  and 
the   difficulty   which    the    manufacturer   mi^ht   feel  from 
Wing  obliged  to  pay  wages  in  money.     He  knew  also,  that^ 
from  a  difficulty  of  tltis  kind,  had  arisen,  in  many  instanceVji 
the  system  which  it  was  the  object  of  this  bill  to  abolish  ^ 
but  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  impossible  to  deny  the  fool, 
tliat  there  had  been  a  rivalry  amongst  the  masters  to  »ee 
how  far  they  could  carry  their  system  of  extortion  agaiact 
the  workmen. 

Now,  unquestionably,  the  best  way  to  put  an  end  to  thU ' 
state  of  things  was  to  oblige  them  all  to  pay  their  contractd 
with  the  wM'kmen  in  money.     Why  was  money  invented  at 
all,  but  that  it  should  serve  as  an  invariable  standard,  axid*| 
a  measure  of  value,  in  contracts  between  man  and  man,  and 
to  prevent  the  inconvenience  which  must  follow  from  having 
that  standard   in  articles  perishable  in  their  nature,  and 
changeable  in  their  value.     The  system  of  paying  in 
and  not  in  money,  had  arisen  from  the  exercise  of  power  att^ 
the  one  side,  over  the  necessity  which  existed  on  the  other, 
The  workman  was  obliged  to  submit,  because  he  could  not 
obtain  employment  on  any  other  terms.     The  difficulty 
the  master  was  not  caused  by  a  want  of  a  sufficient  quaatit 
of  the  circulating  medium ;  but  the  effect  of  his  being  k» 
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paid  to  the  workman  hnd  been,  to  lower  his  wagrp  twentj^ 
and,  in  some  instunces,  Iwcnty-Hve  per  cent.  , 

A  system  so  mischievous  ought  not  to  be  sufTerrd  to  ouii- 
tinuc.   It  must  inevitahlv  lead  tothat  diKContont  and  dis<iatis- 
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faction  throughout  the  country,  which  it  should  1k>  the  busi- 
ness of  the  legislature  to  prevent ;  and  if  the  bill  of  his 
honourable  friend  were  not  allowed  to  paits  during  llie 
present  session,  it  would  l»e  productive  of  much  serious 
inconvenience .     Honourable  gentlemen  talked  of  tlie  tu\- 

P  vantages  derived  to  a  country,  from  increasing  the  quan- 
tity of  its  money  transactions ;  but  these  honourable  mem- 
bers did  not  appear  to  consider,  that  one  of  the  great  evils 
of  this  truck  system,  if  allowetl  to  be  fwrscvered  in,  would 

I  he  that  money  capital  would  be  driven  out  of  the  manufae- 
turing  districts.  Instead  of  trading  upon'  money  aipital 
as  heretofore,  the  masters  got  credit  for  provisions ;  and 
that  was  all  the  capital  upon  which  they  traded. 

The  underselling  of  other  manufacturers,  of  which  an 
honourable  memljcr  hnd  spoken  ns  one  of  the  consequences 
of  the  present  system,  was  not  an  underselling  by  means  of 
the  manufacturer's  greater  capital,  skill,  and  industry  ; — it 
was  an  underselling  at  the  expense  of  the  earnings  and  com- 
forts of  the  industrious  classes  of  the  community.  Of  atf'  * 
tlie  measures  which  had  Iwen  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  during  the  present  session,  this  very  measure  was 
the  one  on  which  more  than  on  any  other,  would  dqiend 
llie  good  feeling,  the  tranquillity,  and  llie  improved  condi-  ' 
tion  of  the  immense  congivgated  masses  of  jwpulntion  cm- 
ployed  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  the  country.  J  l»- 
said  this,  without  any  reference  to  the  feeling  which  con- 
nected this  system  with  his  constittients ;  for,  by  llu' 
liberality  and  industry  which  prevailed  among  the  masters, 
they  were  able  adequately  to  reward  those  whom  thoy  em- 
ployed ;  so  that  the  truck  system,  he  was  happy  to  s.iy, 
was  unknown  in  Liverpool.  The  c<mscquence  of  this  waa, 
VOL.  III.  2  s 
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Um  pfwakaee  ct  the  best  fedmg  between  the  masten  nd 
the  men ;  ta  that  factw eeu  dw  tmn,  greater  g«x>d-wiU  and 
vtkfactiaa  existed,  than  were,  he  believed,  to  be  found  in 
aar  other  place  id  wfaocfa  thifre  was  an  eqnal  populatiou. 

Ue  would  Dot  weary  the  House  with  the  detaul!i  vf  the 
conaeqiieooes  of  thia  flvvteai,  as  they  had  Iweti  described  to 
him  hv  cocDpetent  judges;  but  any  gcntlefnan  who  wuuM 
take  the  tiouble  to  infarra  himself  as  to  what  waa  pMag 
in  Staflbrdfihire,  and  in  part  of  the  cotton  and  clothiog 
districts  would  find,  that  a  very  great  portion  of  the  distress 
now  prevailing  thoe,  was  not  so  muds  owing  to  want  of 
emplovment,  as  to  the  undue  and  unfair  oompctitiua  to 
which  the  truck  syBtein  gnvc  rise,  by  making  the  vrhule  trailr 
a  struggle  between  the  avarice  of  the  master,  and  the  naccfr 
nties  aiMl  the  comforts  of  the  workmen. 

Unless  Parliament  resorted  u>  some  measure  of  ysIim, 
as  the  standard  whereby  to  determine  the  fair  remuneratioa 
of  the  workmen,  the  degiwiatioa  and  etxtortioo  aiistng  out 
of  the  present  system  would  be  inevitably  continued.  And 
why  should  the  Legislature  not  do  towards  the  poor  asd 
holplesA  part  of  the  communitv,  what  it  had  ever  been  the 
policy  of  the  law  to  do  towards  all  those  who  were 
to  protect  llieniaeUes  ?  It  was  the  dutv  of  every  Si 
enforce  the  fulHlmcnt  of  contracts,  in  the  sense  in 
tliose  contracts  were  made.  There  were  many  instaacsscif 
the  Legislature  doing  this,  as  well  a&  instances  of  its  inter- 
forence  for  the  protection  of  those  who  could  not  proteiS 
themselves;  or  who,  perhaps,  could  protect  tiiemselves  but 
were  induced,  by  the  arts  of  others,  to  make  improviileal 
bargains.  What,  for  instance,  was  the  Act  which  ivUfteJ 
to  the  lending  of  niunt^y  upon  annuities?  That  Act  ra 
I>assed,  not  for  the  protection  of  persons  who  were  abl^>vd 
(o  M.-11  their  labour  for  whatever  they  could  obtain  for  it,— 
not  lor  the  protivtion  of  tho  most  helpless,  the  loot  u^ 
fonned,  the  most  friendless  part  of  s»dety-~4nKt  farftfe 
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pmotection  of  those  who  might,  from  drcumatanrcft,  be 
obliged  to  have  recmirso  to  money-lenders.  That  Atl  pro- 
vided, that  e\'ery  contruct  sliould  be  void,  unlettH  the  pay- 
ment, contracted  for  in  money,  should  be  actually  paid  in 
money.  Why,  then,  sltuuld  v-c  not  extend  the  hauie  prutec- 
tioii  to  those  who  hud  no  friend  to  guide  them,  and  who 
looked  up  to  the  Legislature  as  their  shield  against  the 
extortion  of  thoM-,  who  regardt-d  only  their  onu  iulvajitaf^, 
and  nevt-r  thought  of  the  KulTerings  and  afHietiunii  of  thuae 
whom  they  employed. 

It  wa»  upon  these  grounds,  he  wa.s  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  on  the  score  of  humanity  and  feeling,  he  gave  his  su{^ 
port  to  the  Bill,  and  !ihould  do  so,  even  though  it  were 
oppoicd  to  the  doctrines  of  political  economy ;  witl)  which, 
however,  he  contended,  it  was  j)erfeclly  consistent.  The 
Bill  which  had  been  read  a  third  time,  to  regidate  the  sale 
of  arms  in  Ireland,  might  be  said  to  be  an  act  trenching 
upon  tile  liberty  of  the  subject ;  but  the  necemdty  which 
cxi&ted  for  such  a  measure,  made  it  the  duty  of  Parliament 
to  jjasH  it.  H'as  tliere  not  u  like  Deeessity  in  the  present 
case  ?  And  was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Ij^»lature  to  yield 
to  it  ?  Unquestionably  tliere  was ;  and  tlie  House  would 
not  manifest  a  projxrr  sympathy  for  the  working  classes 
cf  the  community,  if  it  did  not  make  every  effort  to  pass 
this  bill. 

The  lti>U)ti>  wrni  intd  the  f/oniinittf»c;  Uit  no  fiirtber  proceediil|p 
I  taken  upon  ttir>  Bi)). 
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ROIIBRT   (IRAN'rS    MOTION    RESPECTING  A 
REOENCy. 

Mr.  Robert  Grant  moved,  *■  Tbst  tn  hamble  Addrrai  be  presented 
to  his  Mnjvttty,  nMurtni;  his  Majesty  (hat,  dtoply  Kttectod  hy  the 
gruuHUi  ileeliu-Btimi  uiwle  by  bi»  MiiJMt)-  upuu  hb  AosCuiua  lo  (h« 
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Throne,  of  hia  M»jmty*a  AttDolinieot  to  tho  ConntiUition  of  lhc»e 
reului^,  H't',  hifl  Mnjesty'n  faithful  Commons,  «bould  fail  in  our 
humble  duty  to  liU  Majenly,  if,  amidst  our  general  feeling  of  frati- 
ludc,  minglt'd  with  our  ardrtit  praywr*  for  th<»  prolonpped  dtirotiwi  erf  ■ 
reign  8o  au«piciouHty  ctimmenocd,  we  omitted  to  msko  kncnm  to  hn 
Miyeaty  the  anxiety  felt  liy  hi?  Maje-ity's  lo^-aJ  tahjcets  mt  the  po*#i- 
bitity  of  n  mUfunnnc  wliu-li  mi^'ht  deprive  them  of  the  ble«»ing«nf 
his  Slujebty'*  pntemal  reii^n,  anil  in  itB  ctinse'jiienees  eiKlan£«r  Uic 
Ileal  interests  of  tho  Empire ; — That  we  are  indueod  to  lay  the  expnr* 
•ion  of  ibis  anxiety  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  from  the  deep  sttacb- 
ment  which  we  feel  tn  his  Majesty,  and  hi*  M«je«ty'ft  auguat  famiS ; 
and  fnint  the  eonviction  which  we  entertain,  that  the  sufetv  ff  >lii< 
State,  and  the  stability  of  it»  lustttutiuus,  evsenliully  depend  on  the 
unimpaired  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  Cniwn,  an  the  fir»l  nf 
the  three  eaintes  ctiiniMiftin^  the  constitution  nfthi^  liiuiled  Muuarchv.— 
That  under  the  inij(res*i(»n  of  thefn-  wniimcnt*,  we  approach  bti 
Majesty  M'ith  the  dutiful  ossumnce  uf  mjr  readiness  to  take  into  im- 
luediale  ronaideration  any  meanuro  whieb*  in  hta  Majeaty**  Myil 
solicitude  fitr  tho  happinew  nf  hi*  p4'opIe,  hi«  Majesty  mijfht  1*e  pf»- 
oioQslv  plesKeil  t^i  riH-'oimnend,  for  the  purpiuit!  nf  ^ardin?  aifatDftlW 
possible  hazard  of  tbme  evils  whirh  cannot  but  ho  apprehended  from  tfav 
demise  of  the  Cruwn,  under  the  present  cixcuuifitancea  nf  the  coimtrr.* 
After  the  mution  had  been  supported  hy  Mr.  ^fiieaulay,  Mr.  Baitlcas 
and  Lord  Mor[»*tIi ;  and  opposed  hy  tlie  Solicitor  Ciener»l,  Sir  Riilmi 
Williams,  LonI  l>arlinf*ion,  and  by  Mr.  Kleniiog^,  who  ciuMl«iuorii 
the  motion  an  indecent,  disreapectful,  and  diacuurteous,  uiit  «a  bftv 
dictated  by  party  »pirit. 


Mr.  IIusKissoN  I'ose  and  said  : — * 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  Sir,  in  what  way  the  present 
tion  is  indigent,  disrespectful,  or  discourteous,  or  what  p«rt 
of  my  lionourable  friend's  speech  had  the  appcarancv 
being  dictate*!  hy  party  spirit.  If  it  Ix*  indecent  or  disconr- 
tcous  to  discuss  this  subject,  lios  it  not,  I  would  ask,  alreadr 
been  discussed  during  the  consideration  of  the  message  firtim 
the  Throne,  and  did  not  my  right  honourable  friend,  ibf 
Secretary  of  State,  then  say,  that  the  inconvenience*;  whidb 
might  arise  from  llie  demise  of  the  Crown  al  a  mommt 
when  there  was  no  Parliament,  must  be  tippermost  in  the 

*  From  Mr.  Hiuktason'a  MS.  notea. 
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mind  of  evcrj'  member  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  Govt-ni- 
ment-  The  House  is  nou-  in  the  |>erforniance  of  a  duty 
paramount  to  every  other,  and  I  have  heard  no  plauMble 
mson  advanced  against  the  diseussion  at  the  present  time, 
except  that  it  is  demrable  tliat  Parliament  should  be  di»- 
solveti  as  soon  as  posnible. 

Sir,  the  portion  of  time  which,  during  the  Jast  forty- 
eight  hours,  I  have  been  able  to  devote  to  calm  reflection 
and  anxious  investigation  upon  the  fearful  (juestion  and 
(he  pos?iib1e  contingencies  which  arc  connected  wjtli  it, 
which  came  under  our  discussion  on  Wednesday  night, 
have  but  increased  the  alarm  tliat  I  feel  at  the  ci>urse 
which  the  Ministers  of  the  Cromi  have  rccnm!nenfle<l  to 
the  adoption  of  his  Majesty.  I  think,  therefore,  that  my 
honourable  and  learned  friend  has  done  his  duty  to  the 
House^  and  will  do  a  great  service  to  the  country,  by  again 
calling  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  this  momentous  sub- 
ject. 

First,  Sir,  as  to  the  course  to  he  pursued  in  rcsj)cct  to 
the  estimates.  They  liave  been  lying  on  the  table  of  this 
House  for  five  months.  We  were  told  in  his  late  Majesty's 
most  gracious  spi-ech  from  the  Throne,  that  they  had  liecn 
framed  with  the  greatest  care,  and  with  every  possible  atten- 
tion to  economy  :  and  yet.  Sir,  when  we  arc  arrived  at  the 
very  unusual  jwriml  of  the  first  week  of  July,  we  are  tolil,  that 
these  estimates,  so  well  considerecl  and  economical,  are  to  be 
thrown  aside.  And  why  ? — because  iheailniinistration  has 
not  lxH?n  able  to  conduct  the  aft'airs  of  the  King's  Govern- 
nwnt  in  this  House,— because  we  arc  choked  up  with  mca- 
vures,  wiiich  they  have  brought  forward,  fir»t  in  one  shape 
and  then  in  another,  and  none  of  which  they  have  beca 
able  to  ailvance  to  maturity. 

In  order  io  get  rid  of  this  confused  arrear,  and  to  post- 
pone other  matters  of  importance  (for  there  are  several 
measures  of  moment,  which  were  promised,  but  which  arc 
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not  vet  before  us),  I'arliameiit  must  forthwith  be  dissolved. 
The  inuueiUate  dissolution,  therefore,  I  must  consider  a»  a 
measure  taken  for  the  convenience  and  relief  of  the  wlimms- 
tration — a  kind  of  Gocl-send,  hy  whidi,  at  least  as  ihcy 
Iwlieve,  they  get  rid  of  all  the  difficidticH  of  the  flession. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  that  a  Parliament  has  bec-n  (£«- 
M>Ived,  from  a  sense  of  somewhat  similar  difficulties,  and  in 
viewing  the  dis.soludon  in  the  abstract,  we  have  no  right  to 
call  it  in  question ;  because  it  is  only  the  l^itimate  exer- 
cise of  one  of  the  most  undoubted  and  necessary  j)ri\-ilegw 
of  the  Crown,  Neither  will  I  complain  that  the  niinisiers 
have  post|H)ned  many  of  the  estimates,  and  that  ihev  jirr. 
fcr  to  ask  supplies  in  September,  from  a  new  Parliameot, 
to  trj'ing  to  obtain  them  from  an  old  one  in  July.  Neitber 
ani  I  much  disposed  to  find  fault  with  the  Government  for 
postponing  the  final  and  permanent  arrangement  of  tfcr 
Civil  I*ist  till  tl»e  meeting  of  Parliament ;  not  I)ecau9e  I 
admit  that  the  precedent  of  18S0  bears  them  out  in  such  a 
course,  but  Iwcause,  upon  the  whole,  I  incline  to  think 
that  the  Civil  I^ist  may  be  arranged  more  satisfactorily  to 
both  parties — the  Crown  and  the  public— in  thenewPoHia- 
ment,  than  it  could  be  before  the  dissolution  of  the  old 
one.  T  speak  this  with  some  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
this  subject ;  but,  on  general  grounds,  I  also  incline  to  the 
same  opinion.  What  is  wanted  is  a  fair  arrangement  for 
both  parties,  and  not  a  hard  bargain,  or  what  might  be 
considere<l  a  hard  bargain,  as  against  either.  Such  a  bar- 
gain, I  am  sure,  would  lead  to  the  risk  of  a  re-action,  owl 
would  not  wisely  consult  either  the  proper  dignity  of  ibf 
Crown,  or  the  public  feeling  of  the  country.  If,  indeed, 
a  Civil  List  were  granted  solely  for  the  pcrsotial  gnti- 
fication  of  the  King,  the  smallest  sum  which  could  bt 
thought  of  by  the  greatest  stickler  for  ecmtomy  wouhli 
I  am  persuaded,  be  sufficient  for  the  wants,  «mple>  uncx- 
(tensive,  and  tmostentatious,   I  liad  almost  said  si*vere,  » 


far  as  his  own  personal  habits  arc  cuncvrnotl,  of  the 
presenl  King.  But,  Sir,  the  Civil  List  is  given  alst*  ujxni 
public  ground  ft,  ^^md  in  which  the  public  liave  a  common 
intereit  with  the  sovereign^ — -for  the  maintenance  of  n  jirojxr 
degree  of  splendour,  consistent,  if  you  will,  with  the  dia- 
racter  of  a  limited,  but  not  unworthy  the  Fenon*n  and 
greaCncfig  ot  an  ancient,  monarchy — and  it  is  upon  Ihi-se 
ground!!  that  the  Civil  List  will  require  to  be  ailjusted. 

I  cannot.  Sir,  in  looking  at  the  question  now  before  us, 
and  the  conduct  of  muiisters  in  postponing  to  anoUicr 
a  subject  of  such  vital  im^iortance,  help  con- 
trasting it  with  their  conduct  during  the  last  session.  In 
the  Ust  $e.<sion,  tlie  table  of  this  Houm)  was  cleared 
very  early  in  June;  but  Parliament  was  kept  together 
for  three  weeks  after  that  time,  upon  a  dispute? 
which  liod  arisen  in  the  matter  of  a  private  hill,  betweeu 
the  eoal-owoors  in  the  north,  and  the  c«)r{wration  of  the  city 
of  London.  It  is  true,  that  bill  was  of  importance,  and  I 
give  all  due  cnilit  to  the  diligence  maiiifestetl  i>n  the  occa- 
«on.  Hut  when  I  talk  of  iti«  importance,  it  must  be  taken 
by  com|)arisoii,  not  only  with  the  great  public  measures 
now  put  aside,  but  by  eomjiarison,  if  any  thing  can  be  so 
ctwipared,  with  the  ini]X)rlance  of  the  meofiure,  which  his 
Majesty's  luinisters  liavc  reeoumiended  to  his  Majesty  to 
omit  calling  our  attention  to,  in  the  present  Parliament — 
the  calamitous  contingency  of  the  |K»sible  denn'sc  of  the 
Crown,  without  any  provision  having  been  made  for  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  that  demise  would 
then  take  place. 

My  honourable  and  learned  friend  has  well  oWrved, 
tliat  of  all  men  living  the  present  Ministers,  and  iIr'  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Parliament,  should  be  the  first — witli  such 
awful  duties  and  responsibility  pressing  upon  them — to  set 
at  nought  the  precariousness  and  uncertainty  of  human 
life,  is  most  astonii>hing!     In  one  seb&iun  of  the  present  Par* 
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liaracnt  whal  solemn  warnuigs  did  we  noi  receive  upon  ihst 
subject !  lAX)k  at  Lord  Liverpool — ou  tlie  16th  of  February, 
18S7,  diiKhargitig  an  important  duty  in  tlic  House  <4 
Lords,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  health  and  spirits,  and 
vijTour  oi  life,  the  ruens  nana  en  corpwe  najio-^-un  the 
I7th  in  the  morning,  slrickai  to  the  earth*  and  lost  forever 
to  \m  friends,  to  the  Administration  of  which  he  was  tht 
head,  and  to  the  country  of  wjiich  lie  cnjoyetl  tlie  coiw 
fidcnce. 

After  an  interval,  during  which  all  public  btisjnesa  5tood 
»till,  it  pleased  lus  late  Majesty  to  call  to  the  head  uf 
affairs,  another  friend  and  contemporary  of  mine,  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  this  llou$>c  and  the  mo^^t  liighly-gifieil 
orator  and  stateeiuan  of  his  day.  Sir,  when  lo  cOTifte(|ucnoe 
v{  tlus  choice,  the  great  dc{}artme.nts  of  the  Govemuienl 
were  reUnquishcd  by  tliose  who  had  HUcd  theui  under  the 
Administration  of  Loi'd  Liverpool,  and  when  in  coumv 
i[iieiicc  of  that  relinquishment  of  his  Majesty ^s  »}r\'icet  the 
late  King  was  advised  by  Mr.  Canning  to  call  for  the  pnv 
t'cssional  services  of  his  lloyal  Brother,  in  one  of  the  tDosI 
iiii))ortant  and  arduous  of  those  dejiartments,  and  when  iu 
obedience  to  that  eul],  liis  then  royal  Highness,  the  heir 
presumptive  to  the  Throne,  did  nut  hesitate  to  sacriliceall 
the  ease  of  his  exalted  station,  and  to  devote  lurasclf  with 
unremitting  zeal  to  the  pubUc  service,  in  a  most  Inboriou* 
oHiee — how  Uttle  did  it  occur  to  any  man — liow  little,  1 
may  ask,  with  all  ret^^Mxt  and  huuiilily,  did  it  occur  to  the, 
lA>rd  High  Adtntrol  liimK-lf — tlmt  m  a  very  sliort  pcriodiii 
Ml-.  Canning,  the  head  of  the  new  Administration,  would 
also  be  stricken  by  the  hand  of  death. 

Sir,  the  R'ssinn  closed  on  the  2nd  of  July.  In  tlw  be^ 
ginning  of  August,  Mr.  Canuiug  woa  still  truuNicting 
public  liusiness; — on  tlic  8tli  of  that  month  he  was  uum- 
l)cn-il  with  the  illustrious  dead.  This  is  nut  the  tiuii^ 
nor,  if  il  were,  am  I,  |xTlm|is,  the  fittest  pusun  u^  tali- 
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mate  what  was  tlic  loss  to  lu«  country,  I  only  recall  tlie 
fimnful  recollection  of  his  prrmftturc  and  lunii^nted  di'utli 
for  another  purpose.  Sir,  both  Lord  Liverpool  and  Mr, 
Canning  were  men  of  mature,  but  not  of  advanced,  years — 
they  were  both  men  of  temperate  habita  and  habitual  good 
health.  Seeing, what  has  since  occurred,  seeing  also  what 
is  now  taking  place,  I  sincerely  pray  that  this  country  may 
not  have  wrioufl  occas-ion  to  deplore  the  loss  t»f  Ijoth  those 
ministers.  I  cannot  believe  of  either  of  them,  lK>ld  as  they 
were,  where  energy,  promptitude,  and  decision  were  t»eees- 
aary — I  cannot  believe  that  they  would  have  thought  it 
any  thing  but  extreme  ra^^hness  (to  give  it  no  harsher 
nmne),  to  have  partcil  with  tljc  present  I'arliamcnt,  without 
making  some  pro^iaon  to  guard  against  the  fearful  compli- 
cation of  calamity,  which  must  ensue,  in  the  event  f)f  the 
reigning  Sovereign  being  most  unfortunately  visited  by  the 
ccnnmon  lot  of  mortality,  no  provi:»iun  having  been  madu  fur 
a  Regency. 

Now,  Sir,  I  wish  gentlemen,  bearing  in  ihcir  recollections 
the  dcatlis  of  Lord  Livcrjxiol  and  Mr.  Canning,  to  assume 
as  ptMsilile  tliat  there  should  be  a  demise  of  the  Crown  in 
the  sixty  days  that  may  follow  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
j>re8ent  Parliament.  Let  us  trace  a  h'ttic  lhcconsc<|ucncca, 
and  inextricable  confusion,  which  would  ensue.  And  in 
contemplating  the  posHihility  of  such  a  distresMng  event,  I 
feel  there  can  be  nothing,  by  implication,  discourteous,  or 
disrespectful,  towards  a  British  monarch,  who  has  many 
limes  braved  death  on  the  quarter-dL-ck  of  an  English 
man-of-war.  Any  trial  to  which  the  Constitution  of  Engs- 
land,  an<l  especially  the  regal  jMirt  of  it,  has  been  exposed 
for  the  last  hundred  and  Kfty  years,  would  1)e  no  more 
lluin  dtist  in  the  balance,  compared  with  such  an  event. 

Upon  the  demise  of  the  Crown  becotning  known,  the 
Privy  CtHincil  would,  I  a-ssunie,  inune<liiitely  asfsemble  a^ 
usual.     But  wtu.'u  assciubicil,  what  wuuid  tiiey  du.**     Pro- 
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claim  the  new  Sovereign  !  AVould  they  venture  to  pn)claini 
tlie  lieir  presumptive,  when  they  could  not  know  whether 
there  was  not— (not  in  es^^  but  in  pmse^  as  t}>e  lawyers 
term  it) — a  more  direct  heir,  who,  in  due  time,  nii^t  be- 
come the  rightful  inlieritor,  and  the  immediate  ancestor, 
of  a  long  line  of  future  kings.  A  pnxrlamation  to  that 
effect,  under  such  circumstances,  would,  I  think,  be  little 
short  of  possible  treason.  Would  the  Privy  Council  de- 
bate  this  most  delicate  question,  and  liow  much  time  K'ouUi 
be  consumed  in  such  debates?  What,  in  that  interal, 
becomes  of  the  country,  and  all  its  concerns?  If  tbey 
issue  a  proclamation,  directing  the  people  to  pay  their 
allegiance  to  A.  B.  or  C,  what  is  the  validity  of  such  m 
proclamation?  What  is  Uieir  sanction  for  such  an  act? 
Would  it  be  treason  to  disregard  it  ?  Are  these  questions 
to  l>e  left  to  be  agitated  and  settled  and  dispoKcd  of  by  the 
people,  by  the  army,  perhaps,  by  bold  and  bad  men,  if  any 
such  there  ore — (and  opportunity  and  temptation  create 
them) — in  the  absence  of  all  regal  power  and  all  legitimate 
government  ? 

The  Solicitor-General  has  referred  us  to  history,  in 
reference  to  long-gono-by  Regencies  ;  hut,  Sir,  if  we  are  to 
look  to  history,  the  most  ghx^my  and  dark  imagination  can- 
not picture  to  itself  horrors,  desolation,  and  iniaenr 
greater  than  those  which  have  been  the  result  of  niinaritie* 
in  this  country. 

Leaving,  then,  tlie  Privy  Council  engaged  irt  angrv  ami 
protracted  debate,  where  is  the  Parhament  ? — dispern^, 
a£  the  members  would  be  at  the  period  of  a  general  Atx- 
tion,  all  over  the  kingdom.  Would  it  Ik?  possible  to  com- 
vfnc  it  in  less  than  tight  or  ten  days,  if  so  soon  f  And 
then,  of  whom  would  it  consist  ?  Pos,sihly  of  sorac  tux* 
or  three  hundred  gentlemen,  many,  if  not  the  most  of 
whom,  had  been,  |H>rhaps,  in  the  mean  time,  repudiated  anil 
rejected  by  their  old  contttituents — To  such  a  Parliament, 
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thus  unfit  to  make  th«  iwcesKory  arran^mcnts,  but  never- 
theless to  be  aRseinblcd  with  these  new  quaUiicatiune,  with 
these  new  titles  to  outiHUenec,  aniidst  univeraal  agitation, 
and  nlann,  and  intrigue,  and  faction,  would  devolve  the 
delicate  task  of  nominating  a  Regency,  if  not  of  conftidering 
of  theorderof  succcssiou.  Now,  Sir,  let  us  suppose  that  they 
httve  only  the  Regenc}'  to  nettle — who  is  to  give  the  royal 
assent  to  any  bill  wliich  may  pass  the  two  blouses  of  Par- 
liament for  this  purjMBe  't  The  young  Queen  ?  She  can 
only  act  by  reHpon«ililc  advisers.  Hut  who  is  to  appoint 
those  advisers,  the  House  of  Commona,  or  the  House  of 
Lords,  or  b<ith?  And  suppotw  they  should  not  agree — 
who  is  to  decide  between  them?  It  w«3  iissuracd  by  my 
right  honourable  friend^  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
royal  infant  would  act  by  known,  recognized,  and  re.sfKHi- 
sible  advisers.  But  who,  I  ask,  is  to  act  in  the  first 
instance  for  such  royal  infant,  ad  choose  for  it  such  re- 
sponsible advisers  ?  If  it  be  said,  that  this  House  is  to  be 
consultMl,  I  imagine  we  shffuhi  only  l>e  i^nsultcd  s<)  long 
as  we  consulted  the  widhes  of  the  j)redominating  influence; 
in  the  same  way  as  corporations  are  called  in,  in  sonte 
boroughs,  to  choose  officers  at  eleven  oV'lock,  and  told  at 
twelve  to  go  ab<jut  their  business,  the  election  having  Iwcn 
concluded.  There  is  open  to  adoption,  by  those  who  arc 
now  called  on  to  exercise  this  important  duty,  only  a  choice 
of  difficultiefi ;  and,  considering  the  great  effect  which  llieir 
determination  muiit  have  on  the  tranquillity  and  stability 
of  our  iustitutions,  it  is  highly  desirable  and  ex|>edient, 
that  the  regidar  continuance  of  the  exercise  of  the  office  of 
tlie  Crown  should  not  l)e  ButFere<l  to  be  interrupted,  and 
that  its  assumption,  immediately  on  the  demise  of  the 
Sovereign,  should  be  fixed  by  law,  so  as  to  remove  from 
us  all  the  inconvenience  and  danger  likely  to  result  from 
the  royal  authority  being,  foraiiy  lengtlt  of  time,  in  a  btate 
of  abeyiincc- 
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It  is  not  wise,  Sir,  at  any  time,  to  risk  experiment*  of 
this  sort,  gratuitously  and  unnecessarily,  u|X)n  questkm»  so 
neariy  connected  with  the  Throne  and  the  Royal  Familr- 
In  the  present  times,  when  ever)^  thing  most  venerable  and 
itacred  in  discussed,  and  measured,  and  arranged,  with  a 
reference  to  some  calculating,  abstract,  utilitarian  standard 
it  is  most  unwise.     In  Enj^land,   the  people  have  been  pro- 
\yor\y  taught  to  look  to  the  Throne  as  the  directing  and 
constantly  active  power,   which   puts   every    puit    of  the 
poHtical  machine  in  motion,  and  keeps  each  |iart  in  its  right 
place.     The  Throne  calls  Parliament  togotlier,  and  pro- 
rogues and  dissolves  it.     The  Throne  states  the  business 
for  which  they  have  l>een  called  together.     The  Throne  is 
one,  and  the  first,  of  the  three  estates  of  the  realm,  in  tlie 
formation  of  all  laws.     The  army,  the  navy,  the  public 
jK)wer  of  every  description,  the  courts  of  law,  the  adminifr. 
tration  of  justice,  are  all  directetl  and  ptit  in  motion  by  the 
n»rone;  and  the  tempering  of  that  administration    with 
mercy  is  an  emanation  of  it.     Tlie  Crown   cannot   stand 
still.      Ever  moving   within   its  proper  orbit,    ujion   its 
movement  depend  the   harmony  and   good  order  of    the 
whole  system.     These  are  the  feelings  of  every  man  whtr 
understands  the  constitution,  in  respect  to  the  regal  func- 
tions, and  the  character  of  the  monarcliicid  |iart  nf  our 
Government.      It  is  most  unwise   to  weaken    those   feel- 
ings,  by  exhibiting  the  Crown  as  a  phantom,  which  can 
be  called  into  life  at  one  moment,  or  set  a^de  at  another, 
by  the  authority  of  a  senatus  consultum,  or  any  authority 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.     These  are  very  serious, 
but  very  delicate,  considerations.     It  is  enough  to  shac 
tiiem  out,  and  I  will  not  pursue  them  further. 

I  would  put  it  to  the  common  sense  of  the  Houw,  and  to 
each  memlxT  individually,  and  particularly  to  the  hnnaiir- 
able  and  lcarne<I  gentleman,  the  Solicit  or- Gencml,  who  hi 
alluded  to  the  |x>yt|X)nemcnl  of  this  question,  to  con 
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what  they  would  think  of  a  father  of  a  numerouK  family, 
with  a  large  estate,  wliu  should  postpone  to  arran^*  and 
settle  his  aiFairtty  after  it  sboiUd  Imvc  been  made  clear  to 
him,  that  if  he  neglected  todo  &o,  his  estate  might  probably 
be  wasted  in  cbancery,  and  hie  children,  instead  of  sue 
ceediiig  quietly  to  their  itiherituoce,  involved  in  Litigation 
and  discord.  There  is  one  member  of  this  House,  of  whom 
1  need  i>ot  ask  that  quet^tion.  The  right  homiurable 
Secretary  of  State  told  us,  the  other  night,  that  he  sliuuld 
consifler  it  a  great  calamity  to  have  his  conccrus,  and  the 
interests  of  Ids  family,  involved  in  a  chancery  suit,  and  tliat 
he  would  rather  make  great  sacrifices,  than  incur  such  an 
evil.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  an  a.  prudent  man,  he  has 
taken  every  precaution  which  it  becomes  the  father  of  a 
family  to  take,  for  the  pur|>ufie  of  guarding  against  such  au 
evil.  J  wish  he  had  not  advisod  the  failier  of  a  larger 
family,  the  head  of  a  great  nation,  in  a  case  of  such  fearful 
complexity,  and  which  ought  to  be  governed  by  similar 
consiilerations,  to  risk  tliat  po!>t|x>uemciU}  which  no  man 
would  be  inclined  to  give  way  to  in  hi^  own  cose.  If, 
however,  the  advisers  of  the  Crown  should  give  tliat 
counsel,  relative  to  the  interests  of  the  Throne  and  the 
State,  which  they  would  not  give  with  regard  to  their  own, 
it  is  but  justice,  that  the  responsibility  attocJied  to  that 
advice  should  rest  on  the  heads  of  its  authors ;  and  that  the 
minority  in  this  House,  as  I  antici])ate  the  advocates  of  on 
immtMliate  ap[K>intment  of  a  llegency  will  Ix?,  should  be 
exouerateit  from  any  share  in  the  responsibility  of  adopting 
a  course  which  is  full  of  complexity  and  possible  confusion, 
in  the  event  of  so  fearful  a  contingeiK'^y  as  that  in  con- 
templation. 

All  that  has  been  said,  as  to  the  inexfMxliency  of  pressing 
the  subject  uu  the  attention  of  the  new  Monarch  at  the 
present  moment,  who  is  busy,  we  are  told,  in  arranging  the 
oifairs  of  his  household,  falls  to  the  ground,  the  moment  it 
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ifl  recollected,  of  how  much  greater  importance  siich  ar- 
rangement must  be,  than  matters  of  ceremony,  or  of  private 
convenience  and  accommodation.  The  public  convenience 
and  public  safety  are  paramount  objects,  and  there  must 
be  abundant  time  to  provide  for  Iwth,  if  tlie  dispotdtian 
existed  to  press  them  on  the  mind  of  the  illustrious  indivi- 
dual most  interested.  The  supporters  of  the  present 
mutton  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  attempt  made 
to  implicate  them  in  a  charge  of  implied  disrespect  to  tlu? 
character  of  that  illustrious  individual.  It  is  unworthy  of 
refutation.  The  charge  is  levelled  at,  and  against*  the 
responsible  Ministers  of  the  CrowTi,  for  having  neglected  i 
tliat  which,  under  the  circumstances,  was  their  obv 
duty.  The  sole  object  of  the  motion  is  to  assert  a  right, 
which  is  equally  applicable  to  parties  interested  in  the 
appointment  of  a  guardian  to  the  heir  of  property,  or  to 
the  heir  of  the  throne  of  these  realms;  except  that,  in  the 
present  instance,  when  public  and  general  objects  are  at 
issue,  the  anxiety  <jf  all  men  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  risk  wliich  is  run,  and  the  danger  which 
may  possibly  result  to  the  security  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
safety  and  tranquillity  of  the  State. 

The  Houie  divided :  For  (he  luotion,  93.    Agaiut  it,  247. 
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5  Juin  1790. 

JOURNAL  DE  LA  SOCIETY:  DE  1789. 

Les  arrengemens  int^rienni  de  la  Soci^t^  de  17B9  ayant  retard j  de 
quelques  jours  la  pablication  de  ce  Journal,  notu  avmu  cm  devoir  en 
remattre  le  Prospectus  sons  les  yeux  des  lecteurs. 

Pbospmctus. 

II  est,  pour  les  individus,  un  art  d*assurer  et  d*aa^enter  lenr  bon- 
heur :  il  eonsiste  jnsqn'ici  dans  la  philosophie  monde,  qne  les  aneienB 
portkreat  4  une  sorte  de  perfection. 

II  doit  exister  aussi,  poor  les  nations,  un  art  de  maintenir  et 
d*^endre  leur  fi^lieit^ :  c'est  ce  qu'on  a  nomm^  Vart  soeial, 

Cette  science,  pour  laqnelle  travaillent  toutea  lea  autres,  ne  parait 
pas  avoir  M  encore  ^tndi^e  dans  son  ensemble,.  L*art  de  cultiver. 
Tart  de  commercer,  Tart  de  gouvemer,  Tart  de  taisonner  mime,  ne 
sent  qoe  des  parties  de  cette  science :  elles  ont  pris  chacune  i  part 
une  sorte  d^accroissement ;  niais,  sans  doutc,  ces  membres  isol^s  ne 
parviendront  a  leur  d^velqppement  complct  que  lorsquMls  aoront  ^t^ 
rapproch^,  et  qu*ils  formeront  un  corps  bien  organist. 

lUnnir  tant  de  mat^riaux  ppars  et  inconsistans,  rechercher  dans  lea 
sciences  ^conomiques  leur  rapport  mutuel,  et  surtout  la  liaison  com- 
mune qu*elles  peuvent  avoir  avec  la  science  g^n^rale  de  la  civilisa- 
tion, tel  est  I'objet  de  Vart  social. 

Ce  n*est  ni  un,  ni  plusieurs  homroes,  ni  mfme  une  seute  nation, 
c*est  le  concert  des  peuples  qui  peut  assurer  a  cet  art  des  progT>s 
efficaces ;  mais  ces  progrN  seront  moins  lents,  d^s  qne  tous  les  esprita 
Huivront  par-tout  tin  nrdie  de  travail  constant  et  uniforme. 
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U  faut  dooc  erecr  rettc  ro^thnde  cuminnnc.  Or,  avant  qu*e)lc 
fix^e,  perfectionn^e,  et  ^^n^ralemfoC  adoptee,  i1  ^toit  natairl  que  lei 
l)a«««  m  fuunnt  povrcs  par  une  Hssociatinrit  t^uif  commtuiiquaot  a 
d'aiitreii  Kocift^s  wjiiililahleo,  les  principcs  et  Te^prit  qui  rautaient^ 
pAt,  ainsi  qu*e1lc9,  rallicr  a  de«  nyst'^tnrti  puiviU  len  dircra  lra\'aux  de 
luufl  \es  liiimniufi  i^rlairfA,  on  quel<)ue  lieu  qu'iU  existent,  et  <|U*ila 
vcillcnt  pour  Id  bien  dc  I'tiumonit^. 

Tel  est  le  plan  hut  lojucl  »'e»i  formee  la  Soci***^  dc  17^9. 

KMr  A  ppD9P  <^u'iin  avail  jutiiju'a  prr^cot  reUrr  irop|M*u  d'avanla^ 
de  cei  instrumcns  do  (-ominunl cation,  par  Icaquels  notu  pouvauN  iwraa 
i-fndre  ni  Hiip^rieiirs  aiix  anciens ;  et  qui  doivcnt  ^lendre  le  cutnmem 
de  la  ponsfc,  commo  uelui  de  toutcs  let  autrcs  richeaaea  du  ^lobe. 
Kile  adonc  vQulu  inTiltipHer  ontre  loaoatioiu  loaecbangea  r^ciproquet 
dps  connaisaunccd  huinainca. 

C*eat  poor  cela  (ju'une  partie  euentiellc  de  Mm  tnstitutJon  e«t  tuw 
correapondancc  duiviit  avuc  toutes  Ivs  »ocif  l^s  et  toua  left  indiridiHi, 
taDl  nationaux  (j|uVtraDger9,  qui  voudront  coop^rer  a  une  si  DoUa 
entreprise. 

Ainsi,  la  Socifti  do  17*'*'*  doit  ftre  consid^ree  corome  nn  centn 
currenpoudance  pour  tons  Ipa  principes  jr^n^ranx,  et  nun  paa  cooinr 
un  foyer  dc  coalition  pour  des  opinions  parti cuU^ res.  Ce  n*e«1  ni 
une  aecte,  ni  un  parti,  mais  une  compagnie  d'aniia  det  hommc*,  rt, 
{KMir  ainsi  dire,  A'ageiis  du  commerce  des  v^rlt^a  Rociales. 

D^v^lopper  et  repandre  lofi  priiHiipes  d'une  cotutituiiiyn  lif»n>,  «*t 
sans  doutc  le  premier  dvvoir  d'une  institution  qui  (lute  de  IVpoqoe  do 
lu  lil)ertf  Fratifaise :  la  Soci^t^  du  17^  aera  fidolle  a  ce  defttir. 
Rd  m>^mc  teins  que  aes  Iravaux  sc  dirtgeront  vers  !<on  princfpal  but, 
qui  eot  la  reclierclie  des  principes  ct  des  moyens  de  perfect! uanefliirat 
de  Vnri  nodal,  ellc  conHden?ra  uun^i  sea  \*einea  a  faire  tine  beunttw 
application  de  ces  principeii  k  la  L'un»tituliun  et  k  la  fiAltcit«  aalionalt. 

Pour  reraptir  ces  dilfrrentes  vnes  1o  premier  moyen  4«vmit  ^tr«  U 
publication  d'un  Journal,  qui  ne  r6t  point  unc  (xillection  de  aourrlle*, 
de  faits,  et  de  pl^re^),  iniH  ati  jour  nans  rhoix  et  sans  liaison,  4  inwmrc 
qu'ils  se  presenteut;  mai»  plutfit  un  recuei]  de  metuojres  sor  ka 
divers  parties,  et  sur  tout  Tenscmbte  de  IVcononiio  nociale,  ou  alow 
d'obscrvatioQs  fur  leB  ^v^nemcns  qui  iDtcressent  les  principc«  mIm 
prn^^H  dc  cettn  science,  ainsi  nouvelle  qu'elle  est  ^tendue. 

Le  Journal  de  la  Soci^t^  dc  Xli^  a  ^t^coofu  dans  cede  iMm.  11 
scn»  divis^  en  cioq  chapitres,  dont  lea  litres  difllFrens  indtquratlM 
divers  otjets  : — 1.  Art  social.  3.  Correspondanc-e  nalionate.  3w  G0* 
respondance  *lrw\g^re.     4.  Atutembl^e  Nalioiiale.     5.  VarUt^.    ■ 
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fn.  TTirsrissoN's  Speech  deliveheo  in  t«k  "  SoctfexE 
DE  1789,"  AT  Paris,  August  29.  1790,  os  Paper 
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DISCOURS  PRONOXCE  PAR  M.  HUSKISSON. 

Angloii  rt  Mrtnbre  de  la  SwH^U  de  1783,  h  la  Sranct!  de  cvttc  SodM^ 

le  29  JoOl  1700. 

SUR  LES  ASSIGNATS. 

Ploar  liquider  la  dctte  uif>-ible,  qui  montj^  k  oiiUe  nfiuf  ccuU  mU- 

liniu  ;  on  s  propo«e  a  VAsMiDblcc  Nationde: 

1°.  l>e  cr^«r  [xiur  deux  inilliardv  d'assi^ats: 
2°.  De  mettre  en  vcnte  Ic4  biens  nationaux : 
3P.  1>«*   oe  refcroir  en  echan^   de  cett  biena  que  ce«  m^mea 
assiguata. 

A  regard  de  la  eeconde  propoBition,  qui  a  pour  objet  la  vente  dei 

hienii  oatiormux ;  il  puruft  que  tout  le  luondc  est  d'occord^  qu'il  faut 

it'en  tl«fairc  dc  inani^rc  ou  d'autre;  mais  je  croi«  que  U  m«>thodc 

pro{KM«c  dana  Ivn  partico  prenii^n;  rt  troisiinit!  du  prujet  dv  d^cret 

,,,^»C  mauvaiM:     non-seu lenient  parcequ'elle  o^ceMite  une  iiperation 

4^iWtil«;    maii   encore  parcequ'il  en   retulteroit  dei  malheiint   tr^* 

-itVAnyaiia  pour  Ib  France.     Opfratiun  inutile,  parceque  tou>«  ceux  a 

^}tV>i  Toaa  dooneriez  cca  asiiig^natJi  en  paicnient  ont  dejo  drs  litreii  de 

mCC^aiicB  Burr^tal;  litres  que  vou«  avea  reconnoa  sacr^s:  ainsj,  rn 

<pk|Aur  duonant  des  a/!aig;na(«  vour  no  ferirx  que  rhan^r  la  forme  des 

Lea  aaaignau  auront^  dit-on,  deux  avantagos : 
1^.  Celui  d>trc  deaiii^es  uoifornies  pour  luus. 
2^.  Qu'on   pourra  ach^ter,    vendre,  et   transoiettre   ce»  signea 
unifonnrA  bcaucoup  plmi  ais<^Rient  que  lefi  diiTeren*  eontrats 
,  quo  pofesidcnt  auJDurd'hut  lea  cr^anciem  de  la  dette  exigible. 

h%  premier  avantage  estnul,  puiaqu'U  faudrolt,  pour  verifier  el 
examiner  tciu»  IcKcontrals  a^-ant  de  Ics  convcrtlr  en  aAsigoatiif  faire 
le  mfine  travail  qu'on  feroit  avant  de  lea  prendre  en  paiement  d« 
domainen  nationaux^ 

Ceitc  reflexion  read  m^me  te  ttecond  avantagc  bcaucoup  moins  im- 
portant; €UT  il  seroit  facile  de  recevoir  Ici  d^cUratinnB  de  torn  ccux 
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qui  roadroicnt  ronrcrtir  leun  contrats  en  bient  fond*:  A  I'egvrd  Ae 
ccux  qui  n'aiiroient  pas  i-etle  volont^,  oa  de  cemc  a  qui  r#t«t  derrcwt 
des  ftommes  trop  pelitun,  jp  ne  viiis,  k  la  v6rit^,  d'autrc  rcMource 
nu'iinc  nouvcllc  «mis«ion  d*as«ig7iats,  mais  faile  aver  de«  mesur^a, qi^ 
je  crois  indifippTwablon.  et  (jue  j'indiqoerai  ci-aprfts. 

Jusqu'i  preKciit  nou«  n'avon^  eonsidrr^   Ics  aftAiy^nats  <)a«  tfiaa  ud 
rapport;  relui  d'un  |fa^  nouveau,  unifarme  A  lav^rit^;  nuda  noa 
paa  plas  Bssurt^   que   rtincicD,     Maintcnant   noua   allona   1e« 
fio^raouaun  autre  point  de  vue  ;  celui  de  papirr-monnoif.     At 
ft'a^it  a  pr^Hent  iroxamiticr  qiiellen  scroiciit  1o4  cous^queni?e«  d'uu 

aomnte    ausui    rnunue  Ae  pftpirr-mnnnoir  mtse  tnt)l-tt-*-miyi  ph    i-imt 

Iflitinn. 

C'est  itn  que  je  crols  roir  K-s  suites  let)  plus  alurtDaiitvs.  V.n  \-ain  I« 
cmira(fn  ct  rhaliilet^  do  vo-i  li'j»Ulflt<'iirM  mirnicnt  juMpi'ici  pr<fiervi'  I* 
vainscBU  puldic  du  naufragc ;  jc  daute  que  touxlenra  rffbrU  puasent  k 
foire  #cliapi>pr  a  celtc  ?imivfllo  tpinpi'te, 

Ko  fffet,  quand  \f.  comnierre  de  la  France  #loU  aaaei  florianril, 
qiiani!  ROt*  ntanuracture^  ^toii^nt  t-'n  aetivit^^  stipptw^z  que,  par  ud 
hasard  quelconquc,  le  numeraire  alora  ea  ciruulatiuu  eOt  €\t  au^ 
meiit^  toul-A-conp  df^  la  somme  de  deux  tnilliardfl ;  quVo  acrtMt-O 
reniilt'^  ? — une  prnnde  balttQe  dans  le  pris  de  raryent ;  fVwt-i-dih*. 
il  en  aumit  fallu  davaiitag;e  piiiir  (to  procurer  ta  m^mc  iiuaiitit*  Je 
toutDS  les  autres  marchandiseit ;  Ie«quoI1e«,  pour  purler  In  lBii|>tt«  <if>- 
dinain-,  JUToienl  devennes  plu«  cbh-».  Mais  i*<>mni<.*  Ic»  metaux  pt*- 
cimx  Ront  (les  ohjet«  dc  coinmpn.-e,  qui  nnt  uiic  vnleitr  a-peo-pr^ 
^pale  dans  innte  I'Kurnpe;  deveiui*  a  vil  prJx  e«  France,  toutjO«  le* 
nations  «e  »eroiciil  emprcsnco*  d'eu  at'hetor;  hienlAl  le  prix  dw  xnu- 
rhniidises  auroit  partout  Hi  aagntcnt^,  et  I'^uilibre  se  terDit  rV^tabli 
do  (ui-nii^mc. 

Ce  qui  dans  ceite  h)'polh*se  sernit  nrri^t*  a  Targent,  Arrivemii  iTifiul- 
lililcniont  Bu  papier-iuonnoie,  avec  tt'tte  dlWrLmce,  ipic-  te*  bs^£iiai» 
MM  seroient  pae  achcles  dniis  ten  uutres  pays  de  TKurnpe. 

DanA  un  moment  oik  vi>trc  commerce  inii^neur  v*\  tr^-dimimir, 
oh  toutes  vos  manufactures  laiij,'UtMent,  la  France  si-  trout>n-i(it  nir 
rbargee  de  papier-monnoie,  qui  tombemil  neoemwaireinent  en  iwb 
valeDt;  par  consequent  toutea  lea  autre3marchiuidi8e«ftU|rmentcf«*eDt 
iK^aucuup  de  prix :  mats  eomme  Por  et  I'ar^ent  nnnt  mnrchandlMa; 
coinuie  il$  ont  un  prix  murehand  dans  lout  Tm  poy*  de  I'Btmwe; 
et  cumme  Ij  qunntit^  de  ees  m^taux,  ne  seruit  pas  aagtn«nCi^  Ih 
coDservcrntcnt  Icur  prix;  ct  il  faudruit  peut>^tre  un  oasi^nst  h 
mille  litre*  pour  ncbeter  deux  cenis  livrcs  en  ardent,  coniinc  (1  « 
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faudruit  ud  ^gvluineut  de  mille  livns  pour  ucquerir  la  in^me  [|uiui- 
tit^  lie  ble,  qui  x'lu^licUiiL  BUpomvujit  awe  doux  rt'ntt  livrcA  vn  iir> 
genu 

C**t  ee  f]ut  e»t  arrixi^  en  Am^rique:  et  qiinu  m-  m'ohjectu  pM  le 
^rsnd  nnnibru  et  la  vnletir  dcs  bient  naliunsux  *\tr  leaqueU  In  aa- 
•i^aU  seroient  hypotli^u^s  ;  chj:  uit  pent  vrtitttbl(:>inpiit  dirv,  tjUL'  le 
pvpier-nionnoic  dca  vVin^ricaiiH  uvuit  pour  liyp<>tb^(iuc  tou9  Ics  bieni 
fondi  dm  Etats-Unis;  puiiiquc  pour  l»  plw  §^riuidc  aOrvt^  puMible, 
Im  citoyeni  Bvuivnt  cii(pii;r  Icun  bieim  pnrticulicr*  nvec  le«  doinainei 
dee  EtatB :  c'etl  suasi  cc  qui  r«t  »rriv^  k  I5  b^nqiie  d'/Zirr  en  EcowVi 
pour  Ic  •urc^a  de  laqiiclle  liettueoup  do  )rnuid(»  tcrren  de  en  pa)-* 
euiifnt  h^'poth^qu^ti^t  ci  f|ui  a  nraiimnin*  failli,  qaniqu'elle  nVCit  pM, 
a  bcauciMip  pr^,  fait  uitc  ^ntii^ftiiiii  dc  billets  <*f^ate  k  la  v-nloiir  ilc« 
biens  qui  en  r^p<indi>t«iit.  C'p<>l,  cnAo,  <*v  qui  arrive  jun)U*il  un  crr- 
taiD  |Ktint  eu  France,  uii  un  bien  fonda  do  tro»  milliards  n'eat  encore 
gtxvr  que  d'unv  h)-poth^qu0  de  quatre  cenla  miUiutiR ;  et  cependanl  de» 
a«si^at«  portaDt  truis  puor  cent  d'int^r^t,  perdcnt  cinq,  vi  mftmc  b'ix 
pour  cant. 

Un  popicr-monuoie  n'aiira  jamais  toulc  la  coofiance  n^ees«airc»  a 
motn*  dVtre  do*  btUeln  mi  porteur,  (pi'on  puiaae  convcrtir  en  eip^cuft 
qitand  on  ^Tiudm.  II  faut  inontrcr  au  poneaaeur  d'ofiii^ali  lui  g'tt^o 
qu'il  puiue  avoir  a  tuutc  heure;  qui,  a\'aDt  un  vajpur  par  lui-ni6iue, 
Hoit  le  Atftne  repr4>Kenlalif  de  toutea  lea  aulrt*«  r)(.-he»iQs,  et  qui  puiaae 
aiaenient  ae  tran»inetlre  d'uo  bout  du  royauiue  k  rautre.  Quand  vuiu 
serex  tmrtin  dt-  la  rrinc  acluelle,  ^tubliittiex  unu  banquo  national;  el 
ali.»ni  nn  fond  en  argvnt  de  cinquuntc  milliuu*  sulHruit  peut-etrc 
a  loiiK  donner  un  credit  qne  \-ou«  ne  pouvcx  ubtenir  UMJounCbul 
avec  iroi*  milHurds  de  fund^  de  lorre;  et  par  Irquol  viius  ai-riua  eii 
^tat  de  faire  une  ^luimioo  da  quatre  cents  miltioni  d'aasif^nats,  qui 
mfme,  nans  porter  d^int^r^t,  w  noutiendrolcnt  au  pair  daas  la  cir* 
cutuilon. 

8an4  m'arr^ler  davantage  a  faire  voir  lea  conii^uenceii  effiraYantei 
d'une  «i  ^rando  rmiesiun  d'antii^-nutat  jo  me  h4tcrai  de  6uir,  cu  fHiAiint 
ronnottre  mon  opinion  nur  ce  que  jo  erois  qu'il  fuudroit  fuiro. 

II  ine  parott  tre«- important,  pour  dvs  rBitoiis  rounues  de  tout  U* 
mundo,  que  Ie«  biene  natJonaux  Boient  mis  en  ventc  le  plut6t  poit- 
aible :  je  crota  done  que  I'AaaembUe  Nationale  dcvroit  dccr^ter : 

I^.  "  (jue  touji  lea  cr^ancicnt  de  la  detle  exigible,  a  ^iii  IVtitl  dtf- 
vroit  plu«  tW  mille  livrc«,  Pt  qui  voudruienl  acqu^rir  liv*  Uivu*  iia< 
tionanx,  n'uurnieRt  qu*A  produirc  Icun  litres  de  cr^ancc,  qui  acroicnt 
re^uf!  dans  l«\entcscnmnie  les  a»«r(fnuls  actucllementcn  rirculatiim  ; 
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ct  qu't'ii  aUetKluiit  <|ue  ces  noavosux  prnpHrtaircs  pus*cnl  e-ntrer  Ml 
jouuuuicc  de  leuri  acqaisitioM,  ccs  tilrrs  purtvmient,  comme  Im  as- 
Mgnats,  un  inl^rAt  de  trab  pour  cent. 

2°.  "  QuHI  Beroit  fait  tine  nouvellc  rmiBsion  d'aasJ^^at*  en  nomliTV 
sufiUant ;  ct  en  biUeU  depuix  ciiM|  cents  livrvs  joiqu'A  vint-ctnf|  IhTt*, 
et  porunt  (f^ement  int^r^t  a  truis  pnur  cent,  pour  arhetcr  Tou*  let 
titres  de  cr^ance  qui  Heroient  de  motns  do  milte  ttvTpn,  oa  qni  appar- 
liendruicnt  i  dcs  personnel  qui  ne  Toudroient  pu  lc«  jcbaugcr  rontrc 
dei  biens  nstionaux." 

Coinine  la  nation  aeruit  toujoun  pr#te  K  reprmdre  ces  E.4ti|-nat9  c» 
^change  des  terre?,  et  qu'elle  puurruit  m^ma  lenr  dcumer  ta  pff<^ 
f^reuce ;  Je  croia  qu'ello  pent,  nans  dangler  poor  la  rho«e  publiqnr, 
aecorder  cottc  facility  it  ccnx  qui  ne  voudroient  pD5  dcs  hwns  imh 
tionanx:  Iob  gens  riches,  et  les  ci-devant  scigrnpiirs  Jk  qni  r»t  it 
\e  rachat  d'unc  infinite  dc  petite  droiu  supprim^,  sorAient  bt<D 
aifles  dVtre  pay^s  en  a&sigTiat^  ponr  achet4>r  des  terres :  e*Mt  iMd^ 
je  croin,  qup  VOU3  pourriez  ItquldiT  la  dettc  exigible,  el  rfndr« 
Ics  domaines  de  IVtat,  ttans  courir  ta  riMpic  d'un  boulereraemmt 
gen^raJ. 

Jo  n'ajouto  plu<i  qu'une  reflexion. 

On  a  CFU  qne  celte  grande  ^niiesion  d'assignata  attmcberojt  A  la 
revolution  bcaucoup  dc  persunncs  mrcoDteiites,  ou  qixi  la  t-oivnt  artr 
indiffi?rence.  On  a  fait  valoir  cet  argument  comme  8*il  ^loit  de  U 
plus  grande  importance.  C*eat  avee  un  lentimenl  de  douleur  que  je 
me  suis  dit}  en  llsatit  cette  partic  du  discours  dc  M.  dc  Atirabean;  H 
quoi  I  une  revolution  qui  k  tirr  vingt*quatre  million*  d'tionitun  t\t 
reticlavage,  pour  leur  rendre  leg  droits  Racr^s  de  la  nature,  vurott  elle 
bcHoin  d'un  sppui  auKRi  doiigercux?  Non ;  je  tic  puifi  Ic  croire^ 
roiilt'ZvouK  d'ailleitrs  diminucr  le  nombre  de  ccs  ^goistes  agiotennf 
VMulpa-voii9  en  fairc  des  palriotef?  faitest-en  des  propri^taire* :  aa 
lieu  de  tant  de  droita  frodaux,  de  dixues,  e(  d'impftta  vt>xntorres,  an 
lieu  de  cen  prSvQ^gcs,  do  ces  exemptions  atcord^e?  au  hazard  par  ett 
amaa  de  ffoua-de^potes,  qui  ne  prot^genient  les  ui»  quo  porrr  pewr 
pluH  dnrement  sur  les  autrea,  ies  noiiveatix  propri^tain^s  n'aimml 
plus  A  payer  qu*un  impAt  juste,  ^gal^  ct  modiquc^  donl  la  perreptjoo 
et  I'cmplot  seront  sunoilleB  par  eux :  que  do  motlfi  ponr  aimer  la 
revolution,  pour  la  d^fcndro  comme  le  plus  grand  dp«  blcnfait^  ;  qnv 
de  mntif$  pour  n'atlnchpr  a  la  conr<ti(tition,  cnnime  h  ]*iin{i|iH>  ji(mai 
de  celte  ^galiie  dont  ild  jauisaent,  et  a  I'unique  nauve-gardc  de  Iran 
propriet^B  nuDvellea! 
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So.  in. 

Mr.  Huskisson's  Speech  at  the  LivKurooi.  Flei-tion, 

FKflttUAHY,  U,    1823. 
[Rr/errtfd  to  in  Jiintfrapiiu-al  Memoir,  p.  I0-] 

Mr.  Mayor  uid  GonllemeQ  Krectit^n  : — 
Htaadiog'  Iwfore  you,  in  coiue4]aence  of  tlio  iDviUtiun  which  } 
have  received  from  k  very  Iarg«  antl  rpfpeclable  Imd)-  of  the  frccmrn 
of  this  great  and  enlightened  community,  %»  n  candidate  for  lh« 
buM>ur  of  rcprt'ienlinj;  you  in  I'arliai^ent,  I  ran  a*»iire  yo",  that  thv 
fint  feeling  which  I  bring  to  tliesu  hustings  is  a  »inc4rrc  and  ardent 
wiab,  that,  on  the  |wrt  of  all  contending  paHic«,  there  may  prcrail  the 
ubiiufft  harmony  and  good  humour.  No  endeavnuni  irill  be  wanting 
un  my  part,  and  nonr,  1  iruKt,  uill  be  wiuiting  on  the  part  of  mv 
friende,  to  maintain  and  promote  tho»«  feelingsun  the  present  occasion. 
Utber  caiididaltti  having  lieen  proposed  for  yoar  choice,  far  be  it 
from  roc  to  complain,  cither  of  the  liinguage  or  the  arguments  by 
whit-h  the  |>rftenfiioTm  iif  thtute  eundidBie^  have  Iktu  recomniendctt 
and  supported.  The  honourable  freeman  who  put  in  nomination  the 
noble  lord  (not,  I  beiicvci  present  on  this  occasion)  did  no  more  than 
bia  duty,  entertaining  the  political  sentimenia  and  the  vievrs  of  the 
coRstitiition  which  he  is  known  to  entertiun,  in  recnnmiending  that 
noble  lord  to  your  choice,  as  a  person  likely  to  support  thoae  prin- 
ciplea  in  Parliament.  ' 

.  But  1  am  sorry  that  I  must  be  under  the  necessity,  before  1  pro- 
crcfl  to  advert  to  some  of  the  topics  which  the  honotimblc  freeman 
urged  with  no  nrdioary  abilitVi  to  relieve  myself  from  some  other 
grounds  of  objection,  which,  though  they  hat'c  not  been  stated  to-day, 
have  been  brought  fnm-ard  against  me  elsewhere;  and  I  should  con- 
sider it  a  forfeiture  of  at!  pretentions  to  character — a  forfeiture  of  all 
chance  of  obtaining  your  good  opinion,  if  I  were  to  pass  those  objec- 
tions unnoticed.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  1  shall  be  forgiven  if  \ 
iulvert,  in  the  ftrst  joetance,  to  thoie  objections,  in  order  to  vindi- 
cate my  own  chanu'ter,  and,  a«  far  as  charncter  is  concerned,  your 
•election  of  me  an  a  candidate. 
fGeatlcmeo,  arriving  here  late  on  Monday  night,  in  compliaDoe 
ith  an  invitation  which  I  had  received  from  you,  and'beiag  ton 
luuuh  tndiBpo*ed  <iii  Tuenday  to  pav  my  retipecls  to  the  freciKeii,  the 
6r»t  thing  of  which  I  was  tnforntrd  was,  that  papers  were  pinearded 
about  the  town,  in  which  it  was  slnted,  ihst  "  being  au  alien,  I  was 
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dioqaalifinl  from  «ittiup  in  Uir  Huufv  oi  Ctiminoiui."  If 
pJHt-ai  J»  had  bi-ei)  HnDnymuiis,  I  *hoiUd  ha^-c  con&idered  their  lib 
lous  atiUM-  M  only  n  part  of  ihil  unu-iirthy  warfan?  which  foo  fir- 
4|uvntly  prcvtiih  ilurtD^  «d  etcvtiuii  contest,  ftiuJ  of  which  no  i>iaa 
who  is  g  candidate  for  popular  favoor  ought  perhap*  Uj  comyHim, 
In  that  cuse,  I  sbuutd  hav«  pu&&tid  them  over  in  f^ik-Die,  and  with  ' 
contempt  which  they  desor\%.  But  when  1  found  that  the  mq 
culuuinioiis  of  tlutsu  plocvds  had  received  the  si^onlure  of  an  indi* 
vidual  whose  sazue  was  unknown  tu  luo,  as  his  person  is  stili  nn* 
known,  I  naturally  asked  (so  exlraonlinory  wms  the  culunuiy)  whether 
that  individual  wbm  huuic  unfortunate  being  wb«>  had  e<sca^e4  froto  • 
hnialic  luyluiu*''  Jndt^e  tif  my  »urpriae,  when  I  was  loid  thst  htt 
w«fl  a  gentleman  ck>tl)ed  with  magiftteria]  poven,  odc  of  his  |U>* 
jeitly*a  justices  for  tim  (>oni>er\'at  ion  nf  the  pesoc  of  this  f^roalaad 
pupulutt*  cuuuty.  It  is  because  tJiat  genllciuau  holds  this  sttailiaa 
of  trust  in  ihin  county  <1  will  iwt  iww  intfuire  bow  w^orlhiiv),  ihal  1 
think  it  Dcce&sury  tii  advert  to  his  allegstiona  againat  me. 

GcnlJcrucD,  I  now  bold  in  my  linnd  this  placard,  in  which  it  is 
staled,  not  by  insinuation,  but  in  direct  ternxi,  that  I  sjii  an  **  ille< 
gitininte  blien/*  and,  as  sncht  disquaiiiicd  from  fitting  in  ParlianicnL 
J  stand,  therefore,  before  yon  in  this  most  singular  situation,  thsl, 
having  been  invited  tu  Liverpool,  in  order  tu  hecitme  a  candidate  ior 
the  greatest  political  honour  and  the  highest  trust  which  th«  mii* 
fragea  nf  a  free  people  can  bt^tnw,  and  to  which  an  tCnglish  gentla* 
man  can  ai«pirc,  1  urn  here  called  upon  tu  ahow  not  my  pn^rari— i 
(if  any  1  have)  to  your  confidence,  hut  that  I  possess  those  oniinvi 
civil  rights  which  the  laws  do  not  deny  to  the  mraaoat  <>f  hit  M» 
jesty's  subjects.  GMitlemen,  this  charge,  thus  placarded  on  the  wait* 
of  your  town,  is  printed  in  the  largest  Roman  tj-pe  that  the  prualin^* 
office,  I  believe,  of  the  honourable  freeman  who  prnpnacri  \jag4 
Mohiieux  could  supply,  and,  let  me  add,  in  ink  a«  black  as  tha 
malignity  which  could  suggest  such  a  publication.  (Here  Ur.i 
ton  made  some  remark  re.Hpecting  the  word  *'  maligmty,''  applied 
Mr.  iluskisson.]  Gentlemen,  I  am  far  irom  complaining  otf  lhoi*> 
terruption  of  the  honourahW  candidati>.  When  1  uned  the  mad 
malignity,  I  used  it  advivedly.  1  repeat  it.  I  can>  nut  ihiiw  H 
pleases;  and  I  apply  it  to  the  author  of  this  libel,  be  he  who  Iw  Mar 
A  baser  libel  and  a  fouler  caluinDv  never  was  thrown  on  an  KagKak 
man  ;  and  never,  let  nie  atbl,  wiib  there  atteutpted  a  gr«Ma«r  smf^ 
sition  upon  the  freemen  of  the  trm-n  of  Ltverpaul.  flfiilliiimn  1 
acora  to  di&^rovc,  Uo>Kevct  indignantly  1  tepcl,  that  part  of  ihia  tidm 
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aeiRM^on  trfiloh  appticn  to  my  purnti ;  but  let  me  uy,  lAsX  they 
wn^  both  Rfi|;li*h  ;  thnt  I  vns  bom  ■n<1  edurated  in  I^n^Iand;  thut 
in  KnplanH  I  rt'wivw!  ihe  riidmMtnt^  of  my  cdiicalirtn,  of  frhieh  a 
reverence  for  tlic  free  constitution  of  my  countrir'  formed  n  port;  and 
that  I  naver  Uft  nty  oatire  nhorea  until  that  edacation  wan  nearly 
■Miflaled.  I,  theivfore,  trust,  I  am  not  to  be  told,  that  I  do  not 
fHMMM  tliose  civil  ri|^libi,  without  which  I  should,  iiidi.^^  hv  on 
alien  in  my  native  land,  and  cotild  not  aspire  to  the  common  pri- 
rile^ji  of  a  mbjeol,  much  \vm  to  thv  honooni  of  thh  free  and  happy 
trountry. 

It  i»  to  me  iiifwt  *arpri*intr.  that  any  (fontJeman  fthould  rashly  have 
pat  hia  naint*  to  such  an  ft.H.<4«rlinit  »■»  I  ha\T?  wiw  adverted  to.  Good 
God  !  is  it  to  be  preaamed,  that  fur  twenty>seven  yt*>m  an  Mm*  shnnid 
)ta\v  had  tbf  honour  of  a  -sent  in  ParHampnt"  Is  it  to  Im*  lit>lii<vi>d. 
that  I  ohuuld  pi'pnuniMo  Htand  b^'foh?  von,  if  I  werr  conar-imK  of  ant 
tbinfif  that  could  attach  to  my  rharnctcr  no  fatal  tn  my  pretensions  u 
that  whi.'h  i«  now  rh8rjr«*d  a{^in<it  me  ?  tndewl,  the  very  absurdity 
of  the  propmitinn  on^ht  to  ha\'e  f;unrded  a  ma|r{<itrate  from  lcndin|r 
(hi'  Hunrtion  of  his  name  to  such  an  impntation.  Ib  he  so  lE'norant  as 
not  to  know,  that,  if  I  did  not  pueHcss  the  cini  ri^^btH  of  a  snhjeot,  f 
cnald  not  hold  land,  nr  take  the  oaths  reqitisite  tu  qua1if\'  me  to  stt  In 
Parliament?  He  refers  von  to  one  not  of  Anne;  if  he  1o«d{e<l  to 
another,  he  would  have  found  that  ft  reward  is  ^ven  to  (he  di«eoTeror 
of  property  whii-h  had  e"»rheated  to  theCrowti.  And  T  wish  the  pul- 
lant  colonel  (for  I  understand  that  he  is  a  Colonel  as  well  a*  a  Miiffis- 
Iratr)  *o  little  harm  in  return  for  the  injnr\'  he  hasltrvtdled  »l  tnc,  that 
I  would  recommend  to  him  to  trv  to  make  the  dw<co>rn'  of  what  froe- 
haid  property  I  possess  ;  and  if,  m  be  alleges,  I  atii  an  "  illcg:i1imatti 
aUen/*  I  promise  him,  that  he  shall  recei«-e  (h«  reward  tn  which,  fiir 
thatdiacnvery,  ho  wilt  be  entitled. 

Perhaps,  Gentlemen,  I  have  «  riffht  to  complain,  that  when  any 
member  of  the  community  has  put  forth  these  aspersion*,  he  doe*  not 
meet  me  here,  face  to  faCe,  In  prove  and  ettaUlrnh  hts  charge.  Gentle- 
men,  he  nit^^ht  in  be  here  to  make  an  opolofry,  if  tint  to  me,  tn  the 
inamvm  of  Liverp<MTl,  for  the  imposition  whii^h  this  plarard  attempted 
Is  pain  upon  than. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  sorry  to  detain  ynn  an  lon^  on  a  aubjcrt  so  entirely 
personal;  hut,  when  a  mtm  iv  a  candidate  for  popular  favour.  It 
heboves  him  fin<t  tn  rlrar  himself  fn>ni  impnlaiion*  which  malevolence 
attempts  to  fix  upon  hi%  iniliviiliial  character.  * 

Other  grounds  of  disqualiUcalion,  howeter,  are  urged  against  m«.' 
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UtK|iicstiooablrt  Gentlenient  aocordin*;  In  ihe  conKlituliun  vhicb 
CdIuiii'I  VS'illiams  wishes  to  ^ne  to  this  countn',  »nU  in  which  lh« 
wnrtliy  freeman  who  proposed  Lord  Molyneux  »e«iu6  to  coucur.  I 
abould  \*o  distjualtfivd ;  hut,  Bccordini;  tii  the  caaatitutinD  of  KngUiul 
ms  it  hsti  prevailed  at  all  timc»,  and  more  especially  atoc&  the  RerfJn- 
lion,  I  Bm  not  diaqiinltfied.  It  is  only  o  further  pniof  of  that  confusion 
of  inlellcnt,  of  whieh  the  ^allani  rolonel  lias  fiimitibed  ao  luaav 
examples,  to  find  him  stating  us  a  itytil  disf|i)alihratiou,  which  vould 
at  once  close  the  doors  of  the  House  of  CommoiH  ag:aiu»t  lue,  hi* 
individoai  opinion  of  what  oui^hl  to  he  the  nature  of  that  rnni>Lituijon. 
The  plain  question,  therefore  js,  are  we  to  he  ^ided  hy  the  «pint  of 
the  cnnKtitiiliiin  nnd  the  letter  of  Ihe  law,  or  hy  the  w-j»hi>Fof  ihus^ 
whose  views  (I  aay  nothinf;  of  their  intentions)  would  lead  to  the  auh*;. 
version  of  the  one  and  thv  othcrf 

Now,  Gentlemen^  I  con  aitaurc  you,  thatt  having  disp<»ed  of  whal 
I  must  consider  as  an  objection  in  Iwr  to  my  l>ec<nalnjtr  a  candidate  at 
aU,  I  am  ipiite  ready  to  udtuit,  thut  I  do  not  come  here  wilh  any  per- 
sonal pretensions  loynur  favour.  I  diFKrIaim  them  alto^eiher.  Never 
would  it  have  occurred  to  me  to  offer  mvself  to  )our  n«>tifv  uo  ibcaa 
hustings,  if  !  had  not  been  inrited  by  a  very  nutuerous  nnd  reipuctalik 
body  of  freemen.  I  will  not  waste  your  time  by  poiu^  into  any  vindi- 
cation of  the  public  principles  upon  which  I  have  acted,  because  I 
trust  that  thcMo  pabtiu  principles  are  known  to  the  freemen  of  l«ivi:r- 
pool ;  because  I  hope  and  belicTD  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  yoar 
approbation  of  those  principleH  that  you  honoured  me  with  that  initia- 
tion. Oentlemcn,  it  ia  not  likely  that  I  should  now  swerve  from  thoM 
prinriplea ;  and  the  hnnnurahle  gentleman  who  opened  (he  di^cuMina 
is  perfectly  ri|;ht  in  nuppofiing^,  that  my  public  conduct  in  r;a-Iia)Beot 
will  not,  fthonUI  I  be  tho  member  for  Liverpool,  diffltr  fruin  what  it  bi|| 
hitherto  been.  Gentlemen,  I  nm  ready  to  avow  to  you,  and  I  talie 
pride  in  making  the  avowal,  that  1  am  not  1ikt.>ly  tti  deaeri  tho*e  prii)< 
ciples  and  those  attachments  to  which  the  honourable  ifcntletnan  has 
objected.  Since  my  arrival  in  this  town,  I  have  seen  and  heard  mueb 
to  confirm  me  in  the  impression,  that  it  is  only  by  a  steady  adbcrmuxi 
to  those  prinriplea  that  I  can  entitle  m\iielf  to  vour  approbation  and 
anpporL.  1  should  have  been  sorn-  that,  in  a  community  »o  C9.teii&tv« 
and  so  intellifrent,  there  should  not  he,  as  there  will  be  aioong  Eiri|rb»h- 
men,  a  great  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  tlie  course  which  public  nicn 
ought  to  follow  in  their  enileavours  to  promote  the  hnppineH  of  tht 
country.  I  firmly  Iwlieve,  however,  notwiihi«tatjding  the  contrary 
opinion  so  aUrungly  enlcrtained  by  the  worthy  freeman,  that  th«  public 
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pHuetpIci  Ivhtcli  T  pr&fess,  urv  not  only  in  unUnn  with  thowft  of  tbo 
great  niMJority  nf  ihc  fiveturn  of  Liverptiol,  hut  m\m  wilb  tlie  |irin- 
c'lple*  of  the  Krt}»t  majnrtlv  <*f  llie  people  nf  Kno'land. 

f»>ull»ni4'ii,  lh»  nliJpetion»  irlucK  have  been  made  by  xiw  urnrthy 
frprniiin  to  my  riectinn  ore.  m  far  a*  thcyrett  on  public  ^roand*,  the 
ftiiine  in  flnh«lHnt>e  vi  wrir  urifpd  to  ttir  t>li>citon  of  ihe  dinlinpiUltcd 
puMir  rhamcter  who  hiw  now  retired  fnmi  j-our  »LTvicp.  (tcntlemen, 
the  iTlirement  nf  Mr.  Canning  1  cnnvider  aa  no  romnion  occarrritce. 
f  fonsid^T  it.  nnH.  1  am  Biire,  itll  of  vrtti  muiit  contider  It,  a«  the  Ittsu  of 
nornriimon  n-pre^entative.  (Imtlrnien,  it  i*  no  ciimmnn  orrorrenco 
wliicli  ha*  roiapelled  him  (o  decline  lo  renew  to  you  ihc  uffier  of  hin 
nenire«.  In  Ihe  prtapiil  critical  circiim»tancc«  of  the  country,  more 
critical,  perhapn,  in  refemce  to  th«  pMc«  and  happineM  nf  iha 
continent,  mid  eventually,  perhapn,  of  Rn[;lHnd,  then  any  whifh  have 
occurred  i»inee  the  breuktnf^  out  of  the  French  revolution, — my  ri(>ht 
honeiui*ahli>  frivnd  m-niptcH  that  exalted,  hut  arduous  and  revpnniifale 
fiituarinn  in  the  couneit<«  Of  Iri^  eountt}',  in  vhieh  eren'man  feeln, 
that  to  his  eneriry,  to  h'm  prudeuce,  and  to  his  Iiilenti,  in  enmniitted 
prinripallv  the  iiHimentoun  ta<k  of  L'lidoavuunii^  to  avrrt  thoAe  i-aln- 
initle«  irht4'h  muit  hv  the  rCKnlt  of  the  attempt  to  impose  on  anllanc 
and  free  people,— oti  at  ImsI,  a  people  strupurliD^  for  freedom,— an 
interference  in  their  inittitutions  the  principle  nf  which  I  delvat 
as  mu<-h  aw  the  honourable  g-enllemon  himself  (Mr.  Hushtun)  can 
detest  it. 

Lei  Mie  not  lie  miAunderHtnoil ;  1  will  always  maintain  the  rif^bt  of 
A  coiiiilry,  if  its  internal  Mecnrily  or  it*  public  iraiiqtiiJHt^-bc  obviouidr 
eipivsed  to  dan|»^r  fmin  the  mnchinatinns  of  a  neiuhhuririne'  power, 
lo  take  Much  nieiwurew  a*  nmy  be  necesaary  to  prcwrve  its  own  iosli- 
tutiuns,  ami  to  vindicate  and  asaure  Ita  own  independence.  It  ia  no 
hu^incK!!  of  mine  to  adviKalc  or  fustifv  the  new  constitution  of  Spain. 
In  many  n'speci<i  it  in,  I  am  afraid,  very  faulty;  but  uf  thin  I  an 
rtetir,  thnt  }tpa)n  baa  a  ri|rht,  undeniable  and  paramnnni,  a*  sn  inde- 
pendent state,  to  ulter  its  intemul  intticulions  in  »uch  maniter  and  t<i 
irach  extent  aa  it  may  think  proper,  with  a  view  lo  its  own  separata 
l^vemment,  and  to  ondeavoorto  acquire  and  secoiv  the  blesKtaffs  of 
civil  and  relif^inus  liberty.  It  ia  quite  consistent  in  me  to  (»bject  to 
rash  and  theoretical  innovaliona  in  ihia  covntry,  whero^ireedom  has 
so  lonf^  taken  root  and  flourisbedt  and  lo  thiuk  that  such  an  cxperinHint 
as  is  now  making  for  the  efltabliihrneut  of  free  tiistitutiunt  is  juati* 
(tabic  in  a  country  which  bnii  l)eon  so  lont;  sufferinif  and  fallin);  tu 
decay  from  the  want  of  fucb  inititutloDs.     Spain  had  the  right  lo 
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mftkc  ihf.'  experiment.  She  hu  made  it;  und^  in  the  courw  of  thil 
experiment,  be  it  sorcessrul  or  Ive  it  uii<tiici^e4«rul, — soccc«>ful.  1 
trust,  it  will  be,— 'Spain  Iiilh  hitherto  kept  herself  wjlliin  those  litnilB 
which  belong  to  ber  exigence  as  an  independent  stnle.  The  btne- 
reign«  of  Rarope  have  nu  better  ri^ht  tn  interfere  with  Spain,  on  this 
iu:cnunt,  than  thev  hare  to  interfere  in  the  inlomal  eoncenu  of 
Rnglond,  or  of  wny  other  indejiendent  state.  Therefore,  let  me  twt 
be  rcpreoented  hh  wishing;  to  counienonee  those  monstroui*  principles 
which  have  been  lately  avowed.  Ait  an  Kn^rli^hman  I  diHcUim  tJieni ; 
and,  1  fear,  if  they  arc  to  ho  avowed  and  acted  upon,  as  purl  nf  ih« 
new  public  law  of  Kiirope,  that  ihey  may  lead  to  wars  and  colaniiiir* 
^aler  and  tnorc  durable  (great  a^  have  been  the  suffering*  of  the 
late  war)  than  any  which  have  desolated  the  continent,  aince  thaw 
wan  of  opinion,  which  ^w  out  of  the  e<|ual]y  franttr  attempt,  la 
put  down  by  arms  thu  iloctrine«  of  those  who  doubted  the  infalti- 
btlity  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  If  the  ahs«>Iuie  monarebs  uf  ihe  cwo- 
dnent  are  prepared  1o  involve  all  Europe,  perhaps,  in  war,  upoa 
Ihe  principles  put  forth  in  the  King  of  France's  speech,  h  is  do(  for 
mo  to  predict  what  may  be  the  final  issue  uf  such  a  tromendnu* 
etrtipglc. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  another  of  the  uhjectiona  which  Were  matlr  lo 
mo  by  tlic  worthy  freeman  n-a»>,  that  I  had  supported  meMures  which 
he  thinks  urc  to  be  compared  to  tbo  prenent  ci>ndnct  uf  tht^  p<*««rs 
of  the  continent ;  nieajtures  which  became  nece»s»n",  in  mv  judu- 
ment,  for  tlic  preservation  of  the  conslitnlion  snd  tJie  liberty  cif  iIim 
euuntr}',  nt  the  puriod  of  Ihe  French  revolution,  (ientlemen.  I  did 
support  those  measures,  because  I  felt  they  were  ncceifciir)-  for  onr 
security  and  independence.  The  conntry,  too,  supported  thone  mra- 
sures.  because,  in  common  with  the  Pari  lament,  they  wvrv  ronvinced 
of  their  necessity,  in  order  to  prevent  Eur(»pe  from  1>«ing:  om*  >»*t 
military  monarchy,  in  the  hands  of  the  (potest  enemy  tn  the  ftrv-e 
<if  the  world,  and,  above  all,  1«  tlie  inde|H'ndt'nce  ami  eonnnercc  of 
Gn|;land,  that  hosi  existed  in  modem  times.  The«e  effurts  could  not 
be  sustained  without  |^*at  sacrifices ;  but  they  were  finally  rmwned 
wilh  that  succciis  which  restored  to  England  tlie  hlesvini^ii  tif  peare, 
with  all  the  fflory- of  ha^Hnp,  hy  ber  perseverance,  finully  at'hieted 
(ho  Independence  of  Kurope. 

Gentlemen,  it  ^\fs  me  grent  pain,  when  I  hear,  in  ihi«  and  ta 
other  placet,  that  the  efforts  made  to  arromplish  sn  |;rval  and  ebv 
rious  an  object  have  entailed  on  us  a  load  of  rletrf  wlilch  we  caimnl 
pay.     Gentlemen,  1  deny  this  alleged  inability  lo  nicd  mir  cn^p^- 
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mentff.  1  tniK  that  the  conntry  will — I  un  wtc  th«  cuuntry  cftn, 
faithfully  uitl  hooour&bl)-  dbcliarKc  all  ito  obligmiioni.  It  u  no  light 
matter,  mt  a  period  like  the  present,  to  call  in  «|apfctivu  t)ie  public 
fttith  and  the  piihtie  honour  of  FUi^land.  God  know*  how  aooD, — 
though,  I  trufll,  the  necenoity  ntav  not  occurt—we  may  be  comprllcd 
again  to  mort  to  the  aid  of  that  public  credit.  In  Eaglutd,  public 
erodil  is  public  power;  it  i»  thr  stoiT  of  our  secarity.  Whet),  bow- 
ever,  1  NHv  ihi»,  let  uio  not  be  cnnvrden-d  as  meaning  tn  iroplv.  that 
England  cmilJ  not  defrnd  ber  own  independence,  if  attacked  v»  brr 
own  aborcK,  without  the  aid  of  public  credit.  But  1  dfrrluro,  that  %■ 
have  no  conception  that  Kngland  could  maintain  faer  rank  among  llie 
iintinnt  of  the  Hiirld,  if  we  oaci'  lay  (he  axe  to  tlic  mot  of  public 
credit.  Without  that  credit,  the  name  of  Kngland  might  Mlill  he 
raeiilioued,  far  winie  few  yeant,  with  res|>et.-t  by  the^^TatpotvuiateA  nf 
the  world;  but  it  would  nu  lonf(cr  be  Uiat  Kngliuid  which  checked 
the  arobitiun  iif  Louin  the  Fourteenth;  which,  in  the  Seven  Yoar** 
war,  AtTctchcd  out  with  one  hAnd  auccour  and  nupport  tn  the  feubha 
atatea  of  tiermwty,  whilat  with  the  other  she  acnt  forth  her  fleeta  |d 
cunquoAt  and  triumph  in  every  quarter  of  the  world.  It  would  nO 
limtrer  l>e  that  Enffland  which  a^ain.  and  in  a  greater  def^ree,  res- 
cued Kurupc  in  the  late  tremendoui  i«tni::|;U<,  whiUl  its  naval  tupe- 
riority  waa  still  more  AuccrMfutIv  awei'ted  and  innititutncd.  There- 
fore, (lentleioen,  let  ns  not  think  tif^htJy  of  the  ailvaiitaj^ea  nf  publi« 
crctlit.  I  Mre  nothing  in  the  ftttnation  of  the  country  which  can 
endnnger  thu  aecnrity  of  the  public  creditor;  bikI  it  i«  not  a  Uute 
aurprwinffj  that  amidst  all  tbe  comforts  which  the  industriouM 
rla«i^»  are  enjoying,  and  in  thiH  county  and  in  thio  town  in  par- 
ticulitr;  aniidnt  the  (rrowinc  tniprovemi-nt  iif  the  public  rcvenne.  and 
when  that  inipn*vetn(-^t  »•  vou  have  IwHrd  from  hi*  MnjcHiyB  •peecb. 
admit*  of  the  reduction  of  th«-  public  burdena;  il  i«,  I  My»  nut  a  Utile 
surprising,  that,  under  nqch  circuntstancefr,  the  worthy  freeman  ahouUI 
tnlk  of  breaking  the  public  faith. 

'I'lierefore,  (ieudenicn,  if  I  have  no  other  fin  upon  my  head;  if 
I  have  no  other  crime  t«  anawer  for,  than  that  which  ba^  bi<cn  put 
forward  by  the  witrthy  freeman,  namely,  that  I  have  suppwrled  nwa- 
suri'K  which  entail  the  Dece«Bit%-  of  a  public  ImnkniptcTt  I  owu  that  I 
feci  little  nrixti-ly  (>n  that  »i?nrr,  I  uin  Nurc  Knulnnd  will  maitttaiu 
ita  honour  untarnished  by  a  breach  of  public  faith  ;  and  no  convinced 
am  I  that  it  pnsHVftseH  resources  fully  adetjuale  to  that  object,  tbatl, 
have  no  apprvhensioo  of  our  not  bcint^  enabled,  by  the  aid  of  tlmt 
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crmlit,  if  neceMoiy,  to  pruiid*  fur  any  exiirencT  which  the  huoonr  of 
the  couAtn'  tnuy  re<fuirc>. 

Another  char^re,  (trntlemcn,  b^ruinitt  me  is,  Lhol  I  ^ve  va\  support 
to  certain  a*.ts  of  parliament,  in  lHli>,  which,  described  as  limy  wvrr 
by  tliti  lioTiourable  ift'ntlfman,  »'ouI<l  appear  In  have  hern  nothinje 
lefts  tlwn  the  total  destruction  of  tlie  coDstiiuliou.  Similar  centi- 
nientB,  I  know,  were  uttered  in  Parliament  when  iheso  neaaores 
were  under  consideration.  The}'  hare  now  been  the  law  uf  lhi« 
country  fornoinr  years;  and  I  would  appeal  tn  those  ainon^  you  who 
recollect  the  then  state  of  the  country,  uf  this  county  in  particular, 
nnd  of  the  manufacturini;  districts  j^reneraUvi  first,  whether  there  wan 
not  a  necDsstty  for  some  leKialatiw  n)easure»;  and  Bcci»ndt\,  whellirr 
you  feel  yotirwlvcA  now.  by  the  effect  of  llioae  mraaure^  dtprivad 
of  the  benefits  of  tlic  coriHtiiution. 

W  hen  we  talk  of  the  British  confltilution,  fientlemeni  we  do  nnt  mean 
any  little  luxtk  which  enntaiitfi  it,  liku  the  cunstituti'in  of  France  or 
of  otjicr  ciiuiitricR,  dividi'd  into  cha|>ten>  and  ftectioOM,  and  article*; 
hut  we  mean,  I  apprehend,  thoite  privilege*  and  rights  belot^ofr. 
by  proscription  and  common  law  rin^t,  lo  neveral  clMaen  of  the 
ccanniunity;  together  with  tho»e  in!<itilutioa)!>  which  hnve  been  pro- 
vided by  Parliiuncnt  for  the  fccurity  uf  IIm*«  rijjliU  mid  privilege*. 
But  am  1  to  be  told,  Uiat  it  iti  not  iino  of  the  fir»t  principle  of  the 
constitution  to  do  that  which  w  the  fir»t  object  nf  alt  goud  |^rer«- 
luent — to  provide  against  tboMc  dan|^r«  which  ihrvnten  the  aiH*itrity 
of  life,  the  Hecnrily  of  properly,  llie  nucurity  of  liherty  itself*  G»»- 
tlemen,  did  not  hucIl  daD^ers  exist  and  threaten  the  general  peace  of 
the  community  in  the  year  Idli))*  And  in  the  security  of  ail  tkaat 
ble»sin|^,  in  tltis  county  in  particular,  impaired  or  improved  by  the 
measureB  which  were  then  enacted?  If  there  oxl»ts  a  kdhMtt  4t- 
grce  of  security  for  litC|  fur  pmperty*  for  Jibci-ty,  and  an  impratW 
conSdence  that  the  fruits  of  honest  industry  are  no  looger  endao 
gercd  by  the  inability  of  the  magistrates  to  suppreM  lawless  mobs, 
and  the  i^pirit  of  plunder  and  Hpolialion,  I  contend  that  tliose  lam, 
•o  far  &ODI  bein^  subversive,  are  rather  to  he  considered  an  prupi 
and  8ta>-8,  of  the  constitution.  Uenllemcn,  it  wa«  in  tlu:  entire  coo- 
fidence  that  such  u-otdd  be  their  result,  that  I  dupported  thota  In  wy 
place  in  Parliiitnent. 

I   fear,   Gentlemen,  that  I  have  treapauted  too  limg  on  your  ( 
already — [erica  of  "  No  I  no!''];  but  I  will  eodenvour  to  c^MBpr 
what  I  hart}  to  b^  into  oa  sarniw  a  cotDpasa  as  possible. 


APPENDIX. 

(SrailniMV,  lh«  odwr  objeciioDa  which  were  made  lo  w«  wan 
mvrely  o/apenonal  nmtuiv;  Init  I  wish  not,  oo  that  account,  to  pan 
them  anIK>tic<^d.  I  think  that  the  objection,  a*  stated,  in  thn  fint 
tiwtanrv,  tiy  the  wurtby  prnprwer  of  Lord  MoKtirux,  amountvd  very 
nearly  to  this,  that  in  his  opinion,  he  coincidnl  irtlh  tho  propoaitiuu 
«ant«ine<l  in  thU  must  t-alaable  pablication  which  1  hold  in  mv  hatMl 
— 1»  lMu,'^h.|  1  am  not  now  sprakiDv:  of  the  calumny  cast  upon  me  in 
4tne  pan  of  that  pablication,  of  my  heinff  dim^uaiitied,  by  birth,  to  tit 
in  Parlioment.  I  think,  if  I  understand  Mr.  Kushtoa'i  objoctitm 
ri^rhttvi  it  i*,  that  no  pervoa  holding*  any  oflftoe  of  tnut  undvr  the 
frtm-n  nufrht  to  b*  &  member  of  Parliament.  Oentlenen,  this  ia  a 
ta%iiuritu  doctnnn  amount  many  of  iboM  who  ure  tho  advoeatca  of 
what  tli«y  nmaider  a  nulical  refonn ;  but  I  have  nu  difficQlly  in 
•fating,  that,  in  our  coofttitution,  it  is,  at  least,  a  new  doctrine.  It 
wan  not  the  practice  of  our  anemtnrs  ;  it  is  not  the  law  of  the  land. 
I  may,  thpfefore,  conlcni  toyfiolf  with  referrinjf  to  the  be»t  time*  of 
iiur  hiolorv,  and  tii  the  •cknowledf;^  principles  of  uur  law«,  as  being 
at  rBrianc^e•  with  the  doc-trine,  not,  I  believe,  of  the  Wbigv,  but  of  the 
radical  reformer*  of  the  pirfient  day.  But  I  will  not  conceal  from 
Tou,  that  I  think  it  \n  ainnnp  the  benefits  of  the  eonstilution,  that 
those  ivho  .-idniiniMifr  the  puhlir  nffaim  of  (his  c<nintry  hnrc  i^nts  in 
the  llotue  of  Commons,  where  thoy  arc  to  account  for  their  conduct 
m  flCTvanta  of  tlw  crown  ;  lo  afford  such  explanations  aa  Parliament 
may  rei^iiirt.' ;  to  ori(finate  imeh  measure<(  as  their  reHpanRible  situa- 
timifi  in  thp  «tatp  may  point  out  to  lie  necessarv;  and  tu  maintain  a 
spirit  of  harmony  and  co-operation  between  the  Crown  and  the  Par- 
4tament,  so  lonif  av  they  retain  the  confidence  of  the  one,  and  are 
ihouj^hi  deaen'in^  itf  support  from  the  ulher.  This  support  they  con- 
n«rt  lonjBT  enjov,  if  tht'v  have  not  the  support  of  public  opinion;  for, 
<rentlemen,  ]  have  no  difficulty  in  saying  that  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  any  aet  of  men,  be  their  t&Ienta  what  they  may,  lonf;  to 
maintain  themseire*  in  the  situation  of  mini«ters  of  the  crown,  unless 
fhey  hare,  at  the  tarae  time,  the  confidence  of  (he  majoritynf  the 
people.  I  am  so  strongly  impre«aed  with  thia  feeling,  that  it  was 
no  imati  part  of  the  inducement  which  fitimulited  my  ambition,  at  the 
expense  of  many  pergonal  feelings  which  connected  roe  with  another 
neat,  to  accept  the  in\  itation  of  so  tar^e,  t>o  iuipurtaiil,  and  no  entight* 
ened  a  community  a%that  of  Liverpool:  and  it  is  miw  for  you  to 
decide,  whether  my  aituation  in  the  service  of  lh«  crown  renders  me 
undi><(ervin|f  of  vnur  confidence  and  support.  If  men  in  office  arc  to 
be  excluded  from  that  great  /ttvna  of  legitimate  ambition,  the  House 


nf  CuowuHM,  is  it  not  io  be  ajiprehended,  tlmt  out  iif  dci 
straggle  for  powor  will  noon  Maumi!  Homft  inorv  irrvyuUr  and  4lui 
prerouB  course?  If,  tlii>ii^  il  bt  your  opiit ton,  lu  I  l»elieve  it  i%  tbe 
opinion  of  all  who  unikrsUind  tlio  cimilitiition,  that  u  certjiin  number 
of  thewrTHiitii  of  th«  crown  ou^ht  to  «it  in  I'arliaiiufni,  1  hfipv  I  mn, 
ikutu'ithttanding  Mr.  Kusbtou'i  ob)e«tioo,he  cou&id&red  liy  you  u  mil 
tliiW)uniifitNl  to  represent  Liverpool. 

Now,  (icntlcmen,  with  respect  to  what  W9s  «liilcJ  by  another 
worthy  frvemim  op|Mwite  (Mr.  Johu  llarvcy]|  that  I  am  di*quaIifi«U, 
»  holding  a  pttnsion  from  the  Crown,  1  can  have  no  wish,  and,  if  1 
had  a  U'iftb,  it  would  he  futile  to  attempt  to  conceal  from  you  aay 
thing  which  I  may  hold  troni  the  Crown.  I  will*  therefore,  admit  lo 
Ihe  hiinoarahio  ^atleoian,  ihut  it  pleued  his  Utc  Afj^jeay^  io  the 
year  liHll,  on  my  retiring  from  a  situation  which  1  bad  filled,  u 
bestow  upon  me  s  pcoftion,  not  cxceedinff,  in  amount,  tbe  usual  nam- 
aeration  he»(OH-ed  on  individuals  who  had  filled  a  similar  nitnatioB  ia 
the  public  sen'ice.  I  will  not  Hay  tlial,  in  my  case,  tbe  rea<uneratioa 
had  been  earued  by  any  merits  of  my  own ',  but  of  thia  1  am  cwt* 
that  it  was  for  short  of  that  which  had  been  given  to  many  of  my  pn* 
decessors.  I  have  now  for  thirty  years  been  in  the  public  servicvk^ 
l.)urin)c  those  thirty  yean  1  ha>-e  held  situations  under  the  Crawa, 
the  dulictt  of  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  disehar^^  certainly  not 
with  the  ability  I  could  wish  (for  that  was  wanting),  but  1  tatif 
appi-nl  even  to  tlinse  who  have  been  opposed  to  me  in  political 
whether  I  have  been  deficient  in  diligence,  assiduity,  or  fidetitjf 
in  tlw  dischnr^^e  uf  my  public  duties.  I  can  safely  and  cooseiaft- 
tiously  say,  ihut  the  offices  which  I  filled  during  a  ^eut  part  at 
tliHt  [>eriod  were  of  Ihe  nioet  laborious  and  confidential  nature,  aMl 
that  their  euiulunienti  wrre  not  more  than  ttufiicient  to  aflbrd  me  th* 
means  of  Ailing  tlujt  «totiim  M-htch  the  officen  themselves  conferred  oi 
me  ia  society.  Well,  Gentlemen,  this  shameful,  this  Ia\i«b  rcmuac- 
nUtoQ  which  I  enjoy  amounts  to  this :  thai  I  hold  a  contni^eDt  pea* 
aioD,  fruia  wltii-h,  »o  long  as  I  enutiuue  in  ofBee,  1  receive  uo  adTar 
taifc,  but  which,  when,  from  decliniu(r  yenr.i,  from  infinnitivs,  or  frMk 
liny  other  circumstances,  1  shall  no  lou^r  be  in  the  public  t^%K% 
will  afford  me,  after  the  deductiniu  to  which  it  is  Liablo,  aoaatiuaf 
1«M  than  1H)0/.  a  year.  1  contideutly  ap|>eal  lo  the  liberality,  to  ibi 
j«d|rmeat  of  the  community  which  I  um  uow^  addressing,  whctW, 
after  ha\'uig  spent  a  life  iu  tlie  public  servictf^  which,  if  devoted  u 
other  pursuits,  miffht,  p(>rhap«,  huvv  afforded  me,  if  itot  upulcnc*,tb 
UMU  of  independence,  I  have  received  on  undue   or  iinrf  asnoiMtf 


reward? — (Crira  iif  **  No;  you  liave  not.")  One  ctrcunuUocv  I 
most  meDtion,  vhicb,  at  leut^  tends  to  prove,  that  the  |»elhkp>  of 
ihose  who  were  ino^t  aiucious  for  economtml  reform  concor  with  tha 
feeling'  which  you  have  4o  kindiv  manife^led  nn  thi*  tinhjrct.  In  tha 
year  1617.  a  hill  wm  brought  into  ParliamoDt  for  atiolishiog-  higK  and 
lucrative  offices  irhich  were  bccorac  noeciiref.  But  the  friends  of 
refonu,  who  brought  in  that  hill,  thought  it  eii*entiai,  that,  upon  thoaa 
sinecures  beinj^  abolished,  the  power  cf  ^Tnntinif  iirnsions,  tfin  limited 
amount,  should  be  iriven  to  the  Crown,  for  the  purpone  of  conferring 
miitable  rewards  on  those  who  had  served  the  public  in  certain  Iah4i< 
rioui  and  responsible  offices  of  the  Sl»te.  Now,  Gentlemen,  amonptt 
other  enactai€>Dt»  in  that  act,  which  was  hniujfht  in  by  the  most 
aealou«  advooite  of  economical  reform  in  the  Huune  of  Commons, 
and  supported  by  all  the  opposition,  there  wiu  a  proiision  pnahttnp-  the 
Crown  to  cimfpf  on  anv  person,  having  BUed  the  offices  which  I  hav« 
held,  not  900/.  but  1,500/.  a  year;  and  it  was  further  provided,  thai 
auch  person  nitgfat  receive  one  half  of  that  pension  whilst  he  enjoyed 
any  other  office.  Therefore,  Gentlemen,  I  have  now  a  revemionary 
pension  of  900/.  only,  when  T  mifrht  hove  had  that  rerertion  inoreused 
to  1,500/.  with  thin  further  advantage,  that  I  might  now  b«  in  the  pos- 
■essinn  of  one  half  of  that  larger  sum. 

Geotlemen,  I  hnve  detained  you  far  too  long  on  this  topic ;  but  It 
was  necessary  that  1  should  nndicate  tny  own  conduct,  and  that  I 
should  not,  without  some  explanation,  sulfer  myself  to  be  represented 
to  yon  in  the  character  of  a  sordid,  grasping  adventurer,  who  only 
seeks  power  to  advance  his  own  selfish  intereala. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  it  is  well  known  to  you  all,  that  if  I  held  llii« 
pension  subject  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  1  should  be  tncBparitnted 
frtjm  holding  h  seat  in  I'arhHment. — [Here  Mr.  Hur>rv  eaid,  it  wan 
not  to  the  amount  of  the  pension,  which  he  thought  fairly  earned  by 
Mr.  Htiskisson,  hut  to  its  nece««ary  effect  on  his  vote  Chat  he 
objected.] — I  thank  the  honourable  freeman  for  this  candid  state* 
mentnfhis  objection,  to  which  my  short  reply  is*  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  at  one  period  since  I  received  this  favour  from  the  Crown,  and 
when  [  WHS  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  il,  I  was,  at  the  same  time  in 
prett}'  constant  oppo<iitioo  to  those  who  were  the  Miniiters  of  the 
Crown. 

Gentlemen,  1  must  again  apologise  for  detaining  yon  so  lung ;  but 
it  Is  neceMiary  that  1  should  answer  flie  personal  objecliuns  which 
hare   been    brought  against  me  as  a  candidate  for  your  suffivges. 

VOL.   Ill-  2  U 
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Oentleinei),  I  atu  miru  that  1  ferj  vi<r\- much  the  bononr  of  9tan4ine 
1)efnre  yn\i  on  the  present  occuion.  I  kairc  pla<wd  mv*»lf  in  *  situa- 
tion in  whirh  I  am  afraid  that,  in  aspirins:  to  the  arahitHm  of  ir^irf- 
spnting  n  pluco  liko  Liverpool,  I  ha>-e  been  (roilty  of  an  act  of  ^raat 
rwhn^w. — (fVie«  of  No,  no !) — For  ten  Y«ar9  thv  post  to  which  jou 
faa\-e  encouraged  me  to  aspir«  hv  beon  filled  by  a  m«i  fomecomAt  In 
the  eMtlmntion  even  <if  his  opponentM,  of  public  lfti«M»,  I  raaf  Mf, 
almost  iinpDrallcleit  at  the  present  time,— of  aliilitiea  which 
placed  htm  in  the  hif^h  situation  which  he  now  holds  ia  the  i 
of  his  country.  Whatever  may  he  the  ohjecHona  to  bin  on  lb*  part 
of  thnne  omonp  yon  who  are  opposed  to  hi*  public  priiM-iples  th« 
pmiHC  of  dtli^iit  and  sitceewful  nttcntion  to  their  Utcml  coacenia  n 
not  denied  to  him,  even  by  the  nin«l  determined  of  hi> 
Coming  after  snoh  n  lunn,  services  and  exertioiM  more  proper 
to  my  poor  abilities  arc  all  that  I  ran  promixe,  ortbat  you  can  i 
However,  I  hnvo  obeyed  yimr  invilotinn,  and  I  now  plac«e  Diyarlf.  m 
hnmble  inntmtm'nt,  in  your  hand^.  My  b«'$t  endearcRirs  shBU  nit  W 
wantinfT  to  promote  the  welfare  of  th«  eountrVk  u*tl  to  AsMain  tfl 
honour;  and  T  need  hardly  nay,  t}tiiS  they  will  alwmyt  he  direelrd  la 
advanee  the  interest*  and  prosperity  o1"  Liverpool,  connerteil  b«  thoM 
interests  and  that  prnsperit)-  nin*it  ulway*  be  Mrith  the  freuend  fi«»> 
perity  of  the  empire ;  only  expertincf  of  yon,  m  an  met  of  jtMiticv,  that 
you  wil!  not  measure  me  by  the  f^tandnitl  of  my  predece*»oc. 

Oentlemen,  it  is  not  for  me  to  Hntirl[nile  M-hat  may  be  the  nmiiti 
this  ejection — thoiig;h  I  omth,  I  haiT  no  antiety  m  to  itA  i«atia.  I  an 
convinced  that  your  wnpportwill  not  be  withheld ;  askd  if  ^tMr  lnMn|ih 
be  M  complete  a^  I  expect  it  tn  be,  it  m-ill,  1  know,  be  thft  tffMHi^ 
not  of  the  individual,  hut  of  your  principle*.  From  the  ■imiiiwl  Ihil 
1  am  vested  with  the  tni^it  w'hieh  it  i«  in  ymr  power  bIobd  Co  eodir, 
T  nhall  feel  it  my  fimt  duty  to  entreat  from  all  pivrtieti,  »•  ««U  imm 
my  more  immediate  friends  b»  from  tbo<»e  who  are  oppoaed  I0  wm, 
com  muni  rati  nn«,  advice,  and  nftPiHtsnce,  on  all  nattcaw  coM^Mto^ 
with  your  pecnliar  mnccms  nnd  local  inleret^.'s  feeJini;  rniiarl^i 
that  H  in  only  from  ituch  adWoe,  aaiiiDtanoef  and  tmreaerred  c«tiflM' 
nication,  that  T  can  hope  to  discharge  a  trmtt  at  once  so  ardnaoaMj 
important. 

Oentlemen,  ilinnkin^  yon  for  hnring  heard  Die  with  mi  ttv% 
patience^  T  hsn-e  now  onlv  to  entreul,  that  if  any  tfaingf  tthot^d  be  Ht^ 
by  my  opponents  that  may  require  ftrrlher  explanation  an  mn  fvti,  I 
"hall  he  allo^-ed  that  indulpence. 
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After  A  reply  from  Mr.  Rushtoo. 
Mr.  llnskuMin  apoke  m  Jipcund  time  u  follows:— 

Mr.  MiiyoT  nod  fletiHenivn—I  mm  nircthstl  ibouki  be  coiui<kT«d 
wamiiii;  ID  Hhai  1  owe  tn  my  owd  chamcler,  und  be  deAcient  iu  tbtt 
respect  w-hich  I  owt>  to  the  frrrmen  of  Liverpool,  for  wkuac  suffnge* 
1  am  BOir  a  eindidatr,  if  I  did  aot,  after  tbe  tecond  speech  of  tbe 
wortliy  freeman,  briefly  tredpivtw  on  vour  time. 

The  Brst  charge  which  he  bu  bruu^ht  Hffaijisi  me  i«  one  to  wltich 
I  plead  uruilty;  ostuely,  that  I  did  m>t  advert  to  the  thanki  giwii  to  the 
Muncbestcr  maf^ifUate*,  aod  to  the  vmplojrinent  of  spief. 

CtVDtkmen,  1  did  oppo«e  tbe  attenipta  made  in  Parliament  Ui  ttig- 
matiM  Uw  eoodoct  uf  the  MaDcbester  maf  istratea ;  and  I  now  avow 
mx'sclf  of  opinion,  L)iat,  bat  for  their  vi|;»ur,  their  &rmne«9,  ihoir 
timely  interference,  there  would  have  been  net  up  in  Manchester  » 
■tradard  of  mistRnpe  tn  the  Uw« ;  tbe  poaiiible  eonMi|uenca«  of 
which  no  man  rould  have  imtwered  for,  in  tbe  itatc  of  exritenient, 
axMiiiK,  in  tome  def^n^,  I  aduiit,  £roiu  diatreM,  which  tlien  exialad 
among^  tbe  popalalion  of  thi«  great  and  maniifaclurin|;  county,  aud  iu 
the  maoufncturin^  dieAricta  uf  other  couutiefi.  1  aay,  ()eutleiucn,lbat 
never  in  my  life  did  I  feel  more  Mtiitied  thai  I  was  doing  a  great  public 
dtttV)  than  in  prvtectin^  those  mainvtralee  from  ublo(|uy  aud  censure; 
a  duty  not  Lo  them  only,  but  alto  to  the  more  humble  claaiea  of  the 
community :  because,  1  would  aak  you,  if  tbe  capltali  which  ^ve 
emplo^-ment  to  tbe  labourinfc  elasACf  had  been  driven  for  protection  to 
otiier  eouuUiea,  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  all  thuxe  iuduitlriou* 
MMHrfacturen  and  artisans  who  are  now  enjoying,  in  peace  and  con- 
tentment, the  fruits  of  their  bonrat  exorlion«  ':*  M'outd  they  not  have 
been  left  Ui  idanre  and  pine  in  indigence  aod  want,  if  the  inactivity 
of  IteaM^tralea  hud  stiffered  ihe  mauhinwlions  of  tiie  L'uniipiraton 
■fmiaatlbe  peace  of  the  cuuntr)-  tosucrced,  uncherkod  by  their  autho- 
rity P  This,  gentlemen,  ii  my  answer  witb  rQ»pect  to  what  I  tbiiu|;ht 
was  due  to  the  timely  interference  uf  Uiu  Miuicbenter  magistrates. 

With  respect  to  llie  individuals  alluded  to,  an  having  acted  the  pari 
of  apiiMi,  1  caiinitt  give  an  ansa'er  equally  explicit.  Uul  lliit  1  will 
•ay,  that,  as  a  member  of  rai^iament,  I  felt  myself  bound  to  give 
coaMeitce  to  the  reports  of  the  Secret  Conuniltee  ap|M)inled  by 
PvliaflMat  to  investigate  tbe  subject;  a  committee  not  puulufdi  and 
OMMtatiog  excliwively  of  tbe  servunUof  the  Crown,  ur  of  those  mem- 
bers wba  gi^'e  a  general  couiidence  to  ibc  servants  of  tbe  Crown,  but 
in  which  were  to  be  found  s^uch  men  aa  Lor^  Milton  and  other  mem- 
bers belonging  lo  the  opposition.     That  Committee  staled  the  ucccs- 
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•ity  of  the  course  which  hi*  Majev^'a  (lovernmenl  pursued.  Wfcti 
toiay  have  been  the  miscomluct  uf  the  individual*  alluded  to  (and  ii 
must  be  admitted  that  such  men  cannot  be  among  the  most  ctrditaMr 
members  of  societr),  I  cannot  therefore  soy,  urid  can  hwfe  net  wjsh 
to  vindicate  it. 

The  honourable  g^entlemun,  in  his  laot  )iddre««,  has  t»lketi  ui  \nu  ■ 
^Tt'at  deal  about  "  corruption  "  and  "  iiulfjiendence."  I  aiu  raihw 
too  old  a  uteiiiber  of  the  House  of  Commons  nut  to  know  what  it 
meant  by  these  wurdy,  »o  common  in  the  mouths  of  those  who  ag;m 
with  him.  I  understand  that  "corruption*'  is  Ihe  term  applied  to  all 
thoae  members  who,  from  a  genera]  concurrence  in  the  principles  of 
Administmiion,  support  the  measures  uf  Ww  MBJe8t}'*a  Oove-rttment; 
and  I  understand  by  **  independence"  tliat  it  is  the  exclusive  pri- 
vilege of  those  who,  on  the  other  hand,  vote  on  all  occasion*  with  ibe 
opponentH  of  hin  Majesty's  Oovernmenl.  But,  Gentlemen,  yuu  will 
agree  with  me  in  thinkiniT)  that  n  reply,  which  ought,  as  much  aa 
possible,  to  be  confined  to  explanation,  is  not  the  proper  time  for 
entering  on  the  wide  field  of  discussion/ which  the  qacstinn  of  p>p- 
liamentary  reform  would  open  before  us ;  and  I  shall  Dot*  therefore, 
detain  vou  bv  entering  upon  it  on  this  oecasion. 

The  liononrHble  gentleman  seems  to  insinuate  that,  at    the    cuoi- 
mcncemcnt  of  tlie  French  Revolution,  T   was  a  xeiUou*  advtK-atc  for 
the  principles  of  that  revolution;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  terms  in 
which  he  alluded  to  that  pprt  of  my  conduct  do  not  call  from  me  aor 
complaint.     I  might  havp  been    all  which    he  slated  wlthuut  baring 
done  any  thing  unworthy  of  an  Fng:Iishman.     In  the  early  period  of 
my  life,  when  I   was  about    nineteen,    I    was    in  France:   and   tf  1 
abonld  then  have  Wen  misled  by  a  mistaken  admimtion  of  «ome — of 
what  1  noM-  think— the  errora  of  that  revolution,  1  trust  the  ardour  r^ 
youth  would  bo  no  discreditable  excuse,  and  would  not  injure  roe  ia 
your  estimation.     But  my  thanks  are  doe  to  the  hunourftblc  geoU*- 
man  for  bitvincr  afforded   me  an  opportunity  of  slating,   openly    anj 
publicly,  whet  uiy  conductwas  at  that  period  and  rtnder  tho»e  cimuii- 
etanees.     lam   the   more  thankful   for  it,  becaiue   t  Jc  now  thai,  Ii 
whispers  and  insinuations,  that  conduct  has  been  imputed  to  me  at 
di-grQceful.      1  am  aware,  Gentlemen,  that,  among  uther    calumnies 
under  which  I  tinvt;  sometimes  Miffered,  it  has  been  stated,  that  I  mm 
onoe  on  active  member  of  the  Jacobin  Club.     I  deny  that  (  ever  be* 
longed  to  tliai  club,  or  to  any  club  of  that  name  and  description^  uaA 
I  challenge  any  man  to  prove  it,     1  never  was  but  once  in  the  Jacobin 
Club.     I  went  there  by  their  permission,  as  other  Englishmen  did   to 
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■  ^iiktl^*  ttydwn  cunauty.     I  tTCdItvct  Uwt  (he  late  Mr.  WiiidliatD  was 
rone  of  the  party  tHio  went  the  same  evening;  and  if  my  tnenion' 
doea  not,  at  thi«  di^ance  of  lime,  deceive  me,  another  was  a  friend  of 
^'aiiDe,  a  baronet  Wlonging  to  a  ueiphhoarhif  county,  the  prewnt  Sir 
John  Stanley.    But  1  own  that  1  was  a  member  of  another  club  which 
rat  then  formed  in   Pari^,  and  whirh  took  the  name  of  the    **  Club 
]7iK*."  The  princi|i1e  of  that  5i>cie[y  was  to  support  the  tunnarchj, 
I  settled  and  limited  by  the  King**  acceptance  of  the  constitution  In 
bat  year.     That  club  Mrt*  wt  up  in  uppo«ition  to  the  anarchiral  doc- 
trines and  daring  cndeavuunof  the  JacubJnv  to  destroy  the  monarchy, 
and  in  the  hopes   of  proving  a  nillytQ(if  point  lo  those  who^  whilat 
they  were  anxious  on  the  one  hand,  U>  ciMtnteract  such  rriminat  pro- 
jects, were  not   leM  desirous,  on  the  other,  lo  prevent  the  return  of 
the  absolute  power  and  aba«c9i  of  the  foruicr  «y"tciu ;  neither  nupport* 
ing  the   pretensiona  of  the   old    RoyuHct^,  who  would  admit  of  no 
Itmiution  of  restraint  upon  the  power  of  the  llirone,  nor  the  exc^Htapa 
iif  those  who  were,  in  fact,  though  not,  perhaps,  in  intention,  their 
l»est  allies.      The  one   party  were  *lruggling  lo   rcslnre  arbitmry 
pow^cr,  the  other  punuing  a  course  which  wm  sure  to  lead,  as  it  did 
ultimately  lead,  through  spoliation  and  misery  and  oceans  of  bhtud, 
to  a  militar}-  despotism.     Possibly  it  may  have  be«n  an  act  of  indis- 
cretion   in   on  Kngli^hmnn  to  have  belonged  to  any   |M>l)ticnl  society 
in  France  at  that  period.     But   I    am  not  ashamed  to  avow,  that  1 
was   anxious   to  sec  a  rational  system  of  liberty  cstahlished  in  that 
fine  country,  which,  while  It    Increased  the  happiness  of  the  people, 
should  limit  thi>  extravagant   power  of  the  Crown,  and   prevent   it 
from  plunging  the  country,  for  the  purposes  of  caprice  or  umbitlon, 
in  unjust  and  iniquitous  wars.     I    seldom    attended,  nnd   never  but 
once  took  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Club  to  which  I  have  alluded ; 
and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  oflVriu^'  my  opinion  again.«t  the  creotion 
uf  ihat  Psper  Money,  wliich  was  the  foundation  of  all  the  snbvcrsinn 
of  property  which  followed;  which  gave  lo  the  Jacobins  ihe  com- 
mand  of   the  resources  of  France;    and   which  led,    first,    to   the 
overthrow  of  the  monarchy,  and,   in    succesnifm,  lo  the  subjuga- 
tion of  Flanders,  Holland,  and  Italy.     When  Ihe  plan   of  issuing 
aasignats   was  determined  on  by  the   Legislature^  1  withdrew  even 
&om  the  society,  uid  never  took  any  further  part  in  their  dti^ 
cussions. 

If,  Gentlemen,  it  be  a  crime  to  haro  thought  too  rongninely  of 
mankind  at  the  ngc  uf  ntneteeu,  and  to  li a vc  believed  it  not  impo<isible 
that  liberty  might  be  sustained  jigainst  despotism,  without  becuining 
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the  victim  nf  unarchy,  tu  ttiat  crime  I  jilead  guiHy.  TTiit  g^atlt  1 
itharc  in  common  with  many  great  and  gooil  men.  I  did  entertain  a 
hopp,  that  siirh  uuuld  be  the  rosuU  nf  the  change  which  had  fhm 
taken  place  in  the  institution;!  of  France.  That  the  ftn^ciW  of  the 
^reat  minister  who,  at  that  time,  ( I'JW)  waj  at  the  head  of  alTain  in 
Eng:land,  did  not  foresee  any  dnnjjer  to  the  jieace  of  other  staies  from 
that  change,  may  be  inferred  from  all  his  measures,  even  «p  to  the 
year  17^2,  when  on  ihe  meeting  of  Parliament,  the  speech  from  the 
throne  ntAtcd  a  eanguinu  opinion,  thot  there  wna  nothing-  in  the  state  of 
Europe  which  threatened  to  involve  Ihta  country  in  hostilities. 

1  am  aurr)-,  GentlemeDf  to  have  detained  yoa  so  long;  but  the 
charges  brought  against  roe  to-day  having  been  often  insinasted  In  a 
leas  direct  manner,  I  have  only  to  exprexn  my  Hatixfnction^  thai  tb« 
honourable  gentleman  has  uflbrdcd  me  an  opportunity  of  vindic 
inyaelf  from  any  Huttpicion  of  having  been  guilty  of  condact  nnwc 
of  an  Knglisbman  and  a  friend  to  rutiuual  tibeity;  and,  once  more,  to 
thank  ynu  all  for  the  patience  and  attention  with  which  jroa  havt 
listened  to  my  vindication. 


No.  IV. 

Mr.  Uuskjsson's  Speech  at  the  Public  Dinnbk  is 

THE    Council   Chamber,    Chichesteb,   tue  Sd  or 

April,    ISSS,   when    the   Vase  was  presented  to 

Him. 

I  Htferrtd  to  in  Binyrttphfcni  MnnotTt  p.  95.  J 


Grntlkhbn, — It  haa  sometimes  been  my  lot  in  another  plartto 
rise  nith  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  of  di!-cu«raiiig  Home  complicated 
and  difficult  question,  and  with  the  certainty  ihnt  my  >'icir  of  thai 
question  would  be  encountered  with  all  the  ability  of  po«-erful  advcr' 
series,  sharpened  by  all  the  acrimony  of  part)*  feeling;  but  I  nwn, 
that  on  thef;e  occasions,  however  inadequate  to  the  task,  I  felt  1cm 
embarmssmcDt  than  T  labour  under  at  the  present  moment.  Tber* 
it  something  in  pulitical  conflict  which  creates  enei^,  ajid  stima- 
latea  exertion ;  but  kindness,  nt  Iea<1  such  kindness  as  I  haw  WW 
received  at  your  hands,  is  overwhelming.  WhiNt  T  feel  it  to  ht 
so,  T  must  claim  your  indolgence,  if,  under  the  influence  of  thai 
leeling,  1  should  not  be  able,  in  terms  of  suitable  gratitnde  to  ae- 
knowledge  all  ihe  Viowjmt*  '•iVvcV  ^qmVakc  conferred  upon  mo. 
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RealleoicD,  when  t  received  your  Adftre^w,  so  gratifying  to  me,  ai 
the  i-Io«e  of  our  politick)  conocxion,  T  justly  considered  it  w  the 
bifEheM  dii>tinctiun  and  bent  reirard,  which  »n\  ri'|iri>s«nlativi>,  under 
Mich  ctrcufustaiices,  could  receive  from  hi»  cun^^lituent^.  The  sen- 
tiflMDta  uf  tlwl  Addrem, — Ihv  numemus  and  respectable  idgnaturea 
In  it, — are,  1  aut  (iroud  to  mj,  permanently  recorded  upon  parvh* 
ment: — a  parchinent  whirli  J  lOiall  prr*ert'«  and  chvrith  a«  odd  of 
Ihe  most  vkluable  title  deeds  which  a  public  nian  can  poaaeva.  To 
tbi-«  written  record  of  your  friendly  feeling*,  yini  are  tlus  day  pleaaed 
lo  add,  u  uiore  splendid  and  conitpicuouH,  but(howev-cr  iRipen«hatil« 
the  muterialf  of  which  this  cleKaul  Vaae  is  made)  not,  1  trust,  a  more 
durable  tettimony  of  your  approbation.  For  this  further  niemorlal 
«>f  your  K*>od  will,  1  can  only  repeat  thu«c  thanks  wbieb  your  uni- 
form kindness  has  so  often  ebcitrd  from  roe  on  former  occtaions, 
I  tru^l  that  I  nay  be  allowed,  in  oil  limen  to  cwne,  to  took  to  Ihia 
Vtiae,  m  B  pruijf  tkat^  tii  your  JMdgTncnt,  I  was  not  delicietit  in  the  rule 
which  1  bad  prescribed  to  m>iif>lf,  in  the  disc]iar{re  of  the  important 
dulir!4  uf  your  reprvnentativ  That  rule  ma  niiiiplv  thin.  To  lie 
dili|;ently  attentive  to  your  peculiar  intirrvsis;  hut  at  liw  name  lime 
to  be  true  lo  wbal,  according  to  my  faoneM  conviction,  were  (he 
general  interests  of  tbe  country.  For  my  conduct,  in  respect  to 
Uie  latter  and  more  extensive  part  of  my  duty,  I  ani  not  more  re- 
^anaible  lo  you  tkaii  tu  (be  whok>  4>f  tbe  people  nf  Knglaad;  bol 
ik  raap«ct  lu  ibe  fnnner,  1  hope  I  may  itay«  without  fear  of  contra- 
diattan,  Uut,  for  the  ten  year*,  during  which  t  represented  this  city, 
its  local  interesifl,  aod  tbe  inlarrnts  of  evvry  individual  cnnnectad 
with  it,  have  bad,  when  required,  oiy  boat  aaiialMC*  and  most  unre- 
uiitting  uttention.  1  will  tMily  aild,  that  fibc»M  iftlCErests,  however  now 
committed  to  other  handsk  will  atMsys  have  ii  nhare  in  my  ninet  sin- 
cere and  eamesl  good  will. 

la  adverting  tA  the  ten  yeer)i  which  have  tlapeed  ainco  you  first 
«alWd  upon  ttke  to  repre)*eu(  vour  citVi  it  if*  impiMuible  altogeCher 
to  forget  wbmt  portentous  years  tbey  have  been.  Perhaps  the  bis- 
t£tr\  of  this  kiagdum  could  scarcely  fttmisb  another  period  of  etfual 
duration  no  fertile  in  e>  enta  o£  the  greatosE  iaaptirtance,  or  marked 
by  Mich  vicissitudes  of  fortune — of  tlireatened  destruction  and  pro- 
vidential deliverance — uf  danger  and  glory — of  alternate  slorm  and 
security—of  peace  won  by  British  pcntetcrauce,  and  secured  by 
llie  downfall  of  our  most  formidable  enemy— of  wnr  again  rt- 
Dewed   by  the  restoration  of  that   inveterate  foe — and    of   peace 
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When  our  vonueuon  bejfan  ia  the  Mitnisn  nf  iS\3,  Inw  »vMm 
llto  siluutiun,  Uuw  mppallinR  ihe  pmi^ecta  of  iiu»  nviatnt  T* 
wr«  Ukea  in  Ui«  twentieth  yewoT  n  imr,  utap«r«JleLM  ia  >t«  dan's? 
and  iDKimitiidt*,  Mmt  which  butl  i^llvd  fintb,  aad  Uwti  iaar«  ibmitm 
rci|uir(>il,  the  ^n^Hto<«t  cxerli<»n5  and  furtiUMlv  oo  til*  put  W^  ia 
tfouutry.  The  eflurU  of  the  it  not  of  fHut^itpe*  of  whirfa  oar  4okwc- 
tion  WW  intended  to  be  the  hoal  triumph,  w*to  M  xht  ■wtlfipa^ 
nature.  At  the  period  li>  which  I  hnvp  referrf^l,  he  vMafcato 
miuter  of  »ll  the  retourccs  of  the  conlinent  fnmi  iWB^iiciiAr 
Mediterranean,  from  the  ntuiterQ  ctMst  of  Fnuice  to  Maiaov;  «Wl 
England  at  war  with  him,  waii  aa  the  consequence  i*(  ifaal  wwt,«^ 
engaged  in  actual  hofttilittes,  ur  at  leaat  ahut  out  from  all  frM^» 
tcremirac  with  tlie  other  nalJODB  of  Europe.  Froca  Afvbiffft  t> 
Bayoane,  from  Gibraltar  to  Trieste*  not  a  ptu-t  w-hicb  vaa  00(4 
againxt  dot  flaf^, — not  a  mlleof  ouast  from  which  B^igljaii  Mva 
even  in  the  hour  of  shipwreck  and  dtttreta,  vas  aot  repaWd  vo 
more  than  barbarian  in  hospitality. 

OentlcmcD,  you  all  recollect  the  rancour  with  whicb  Dmi^w 
persecuted  commerce; — partly,  perhaps,  becaiui*  it  b^faaaaavrf 
the  grt^at  means  of  clvilixing^  and  enli^hicDUi^  maaklBd,  <tf  iilhaf 
lil>eral  ideiua,  arid  of  creating  a  community' of  iniercata  bacvvaa^ 
tionfi  for  their  mutual  benefit  and  improvcDoeDt ;  but  ODsioIyi  I  ^ff^ 
bond,  because,  with  all  these  ble*Aingi  in  jta  (rain,  ii  wh.  ilit 
same  time,  the  great  aouroe  of  our  power,  and  of  thtf  mm^tm 
Ruperiorit},-  which  appeared  to  be  the  only  remajoing  twrriv^lWi 
liberty,  and  the  efltablifhment  of  a  system  of  uni%-«nal  oaniliBMl 
military  despotism  in  £urupe.  Such  vraa  our  aituatioa  ia  IbUi 
a  situation  of  such  imminent  dang-er,  as  other  ixmatriMi,  priifb 
would  have  attempted  in  arert  by  compromiM.  But  thia  vaa  Ml# 
feeling  nf  Kngland  even  at  that  crius.  Sotaa  few  mimm  «^  it 
true,  deprecHtcd  the  continuance  of  the  atruggW  ««  honcUaa;  Mti 
Goverumcnl,  tlie  Parliament,  and  with  them  the  ^rvat  boJy  af  ttl 
people,  true  to  the  characteristic  flrmneas  of  Bofrli^'  <  r><km^ 

that  the  ntad  to  [leace  lay  not  in  HubniiMion  but  >i  Vlit' 

influence  of  our  extunplr,  and  by  imr  exertions,  xhir  Broatrata  ^^ 
were  roused  to  vindicate  the  many  suAeringa  «ad  inaolta  wtecb  1^ 
mission  and  compmniise  hud  brought  upon  them  ^-^-i^^y  f^^  M0^ 
their  oppreuor;  Jrom  that  naoment  the  rocovery  of  ibair 
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'3pnc«  became  to  n*  biuI  to  them  «  common  cini<te; — the  result  was 
vil'lory,  and  that,  which  to  a  Christian  people  must  alway*  be  the 
IfiTBt  end,  and  only  just  uae  of  victory — lecnrity  and  the  nituration 
of  peare: — a  peace,  of  which,  whatever  may  have  been  it«  henc6t  to 
the  other  natioroi  of  the  world,  impartial  history  will  nitfiigTi  tlie 
jgittry  and  tho  arhievenient,  to  the  riit^ar,  the  fortitude,  and  the 
ffxertiona  of  this  eouotry. 

•  Oentlenen,  when  I  an  referrtng*  to  our  exertions  in  the  late  war, 
if,  iiiateud  of  a  retnn"pect  In  ihe  ten  year*  of  our  pnlittral  connexion, 
I  were  to  look  hack  to  thp  longer  period  of  twenty-upven  vcarw  that 
I  havt*  now  nat  in  Parliament,  and  Iteon  nior«>  or  tcfia  actively  f  n|fa^e4 
in  ihe  piihltr  concern^  of  the  countrj-, — what,  1  mif^ht  a*lc,  haa  been 
the  leading  fenture  of  (he»e  eventful  yeanP  My  public  life  be^an 
nearly  with  the  commencement  of  that  revolntionary  effort,  of  which 
ihc  almont  avowed  object  was  the  subversion  of  every  civilised  com- 
munity in  the  world;  and  of  which  the  mighty  meana,  phviical  and 
moral,  appeared,  for  a  \itr\\^  time,  hut  too  adequate  to  the  end. 

Before  thia  dreadfvl  scmir^  the  most  extensive  monarchic*,  and 
the  moat  ancient  republic^*,  (he  ^rrateat  and  pmudcKt  atatex,  un  well 
aa  the  most  humble  and  nnnflfendln|j-,  the  widely  apread  empire  of 
Auatria,  and  the  little  republic  of  St.  Marino;  the  military  kingdom 
of  Pnis«ia,  and  the  pracefut  republics  of  Switzerland,  equally  bowed 
their  heada. — Amidat  ih'm  devaatatiun  alike  of  all  that  wax  moat 
atately  and  all  that  was  moat  humble,  one  edifice  alone  stood  firm  and 
*rect,  affhrdinp  at  once  a  refiipe  to  the  fallen,  and  aucconr  to  ihoae, 
who  thouifh  broken  and  mattered  by  the  atorm,  had  still,  like  the 
ffallant  Spaniarda,  the  conrajye  to  bravo  it«  de^olalinp  fury.  Well, 
f^entJemen,  was  that  nnaaaailable  bulwark  di4tin^i^bed  foritssapc- 
rior  (rise  and  dimenaiona ;— by  Ihe  greater  number  of  ita  frarnaon  ; 
or  by  ita  position  commamling  a  far  jprnter  ranpc  of  territory? 
Certainly  not.  In  all  thoae  reapecta,  manv  which  had  fallen  wTm 
far  auperior ;  but  it  waa  a  fortresa  so  happily  put  toother,  so  atrong-ly 
connected  tn  all  ita  parts,  so  wonderfully  combinin|;  all  the  uicans 
of  internal  necnrity  and  external  defence,  that  its  g;ailant  ^rrison 
iraa  able  to  defy  (be  poM-cr  which  had  laid  waste  the  ciriliied  world. 
That  fortreas,  Civntlemen,  was  our  country,  and  the  secret  of  all  ita 
atrengih  and  pTcatiwss;  the  sacred  cement  which  binds  together  that 
impregnahle  work,  i§  the  Britiah  Constitution.  To  thatconHtitiition 
the  people  of  En}rland  are,  I  trust,  all  equally  attached  und  devoted, 
however,  a»  freemen,  we  may  sometimes  honestly  differ  a^  to  the  beat 
mode  of  practically  applying  it  in  the  detailed  adminiatratiun  of  our 
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public  coDcerns.  But,  afUr  U  has  withstocKl  m  maogf  4kih«  ste  a 
hw  snnblfd  ua  to  overegmc  20  luuny  d&a^m  aad  lUfinltM  M» 
wtthia,  Biid  to  rrpol  ao  BUBf  aaMulu  It*»  MnUwll^  danag  A«  kit 
thirty  yeai^,  [  c«aaut  bditve  thai  »  aober  mad  n&efUi^  f^  ^ 
QMMxW  be  wdoced  tu  attempt  any  ^re«fc  and  unilefiaed  cuitp  a  i( 
fttmctun*  uf  the  fiibric  iti«lf.     WIicd  cnam  >:  <k«c  unl  paari 

dcclamatuxi  njMn  i>iich  a  subject;  when  Chr-\   _  alk  al  tW  ■•■ 

difficult  ud  fearful  question  which  buinan  iograutt^  oat  tamam, 
and  the  inott  iutricatc  wUJt-h  buin&n  mri»dofm  c»tx  iiimli^iii  tk 
fommtiuu  of  anew,  or  the  entire  re-tnodellin^  of  th^  old  Moanmi^ 
ht  aoy  cuuutr) — as  of  b  ^lain,  velX-evident  propoaidon  ;  1  oaa  Aal 
feel  very  little  respect  j'ur  Uieir  uaU«r»tajKUcigs ;  oi^  if  J  ^  «• 
|telled  to  acknuwLedgo  their  iateUigvnce,  I  can  oohr  da  la  tf  n 
price  of  assuming  (what  I  fear  iff  Uk»  nftcu  tl.  t|«t  i^m  ^m^ 

selvciit  have  very  little n'spei-t  fur  the  urulcrsr  1  thMwIoalia 

they  addreu  Mjch  olis«rvationa.  Lcatt  iM'  ail  wvotd  t^  W  ttml 
applieabU  to  oiur  own  constitutiont  tlio  work  uf  tbn  acciiawta»4o 
perienco  of  agei,  favoured  by  chance  out]  c  iix«unfttaBca%  vd  f^ 
greuively  improved  and  matitr«il  by  the  cautioua  K-tMlaa  wl  ^  sk 
great  legictUtont  and  Ktaienmen,  whu  hav«  a^r^tnl  mad  mtttmi te 
happy  ciHUtr)-.  But,  in  the  logic  of  theae  wholooaie  nfocawff.  f* 
would  »upp<iite  thai  the  British  OoDatituttun  wbs  •muKhii^  ili 
iiiuriis  or  defects  uf  which  might  be  exactly  lubasvrcd  by  a  r^^ 
cuuipasa,  or  difterniiiied  by  a  compariioa  with  aoaia  naivwal)* 
kmiwtedf;ed,  and  long  aaccrtaiued  alandard  of  pavfertkMt!  If  a  4^ 
fereoce  existed  between  u»  as  to  the  relalivo  <iiata«bc«>  hr  laa  i,iwr 
roadft,  to  any  given  point,  a  simple  adausaaureneot  iif  holi  airii 
settle  ihia  di^'erenco  fur  ever.  If  w«  wautetfl  U»  kiiog  tha  4* 
weight,  or  the  precise  degree  of  fiikeiMaa^  of  tU»i  ayfeadiA  \'mt0» 
selection  of  which  does  sn  much  homkur  to  jour  tiMtQlaviV^ 
Bcaleft,  and  11  crucible  would  enable  us  nccurataly  (p  il^lw^iM*^ 
tjioae  points.  But  wUcre  are  the  tcalaa  b«  which  you  awiU  ai^ 
the  Britiih  Conatitutuiu  'r  wber«  ia  the  ■-*n>aihk''  in  wUch  t^a^ 
venture  to  melt  it  down  t*  1  do  not  say  thaX,  like  UtM  \'mv  tl  »** 
out  a  flaw,  or  a  blemish ;  but  I  do  maintain,  bo  ihooa  faaa  ^ 
Uemifhe^  wbatthcy  may,  it  is  atill  tho  batt  coudiii«ja  of  cisflastfl 
which  hiu  ever  yet  existed  In  the  world  ;-  that,  iu  wbacb  Uw^ 
liberty,  and  prupert)'  are  must  sccur«,  in  whirb  ituloatrr  is  te(^ 
tvcted  and  rewarded,  and  in  which  taleni  mad  \uti»m  mn.  ^^p^ 
moled  aod  mo&t  frcqueutly  attain  their  fair  aham  4«f  b^^mmy  ^m 
ducy,  and  iaducncu  iu  the  6taic.     It  i&  by  U»t9«  icaia.  Gaat^^ 
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«»J  not  by  any  precoocfived  theory,  or  any  imB|rin»ry  ftandard  uf 
political  pprfcction,  that  1  would  recouimend  to  vou  to  try  the  cuiuti- 
tntion  undrr  which  wc  lire.  It  u  somewbal  a  bonely  layuig,  bat 
one  to  which,  perbapn,  tm  a  eonvirial  ocraAJmt,  I  mn)-  be  lUlDwed  to 
refer— that  •  the  proof  of  tb*  puddia^  in  in  th«  eatinp/  So  I  tay  of  the 
conAtitution.  Let  u>  hnre  no  new  cookn,  no  new  receipt  bonks,  p-eatly 
alterinfc  either  iti  preient  tof^dient^,  or  the  dae  proportiua  of  each. 
At  lea«t  let  tn  rlin^  to  oar  uld  Eof^tish  diet,  till  they  caa  shew  ui  somff 
other  people  habHually  figuring  better,  and  pennanentlv  thriving  fanter 
than  ounelver.  1  mititrustlhoae  who  make  it  almmt  the  btuineM  of 
tbeirtit-es  to  inculcate  an  opposite  doetrioe.  I  neither  enry  Iheju  tho 
task  of  hicesiiantiy  labouring  to  pennade  the  people,  that  ibey  uuf^ht 
not  to  be  contented,  or  to  depreciali!  their  own  country  in  the  ei*ttma- 
Uon  of  other  ytalen.  I  leave  to  their  unhappy  tentpera  the  enjovaieut 
of  the  pitiful  •atisfartion  of  pointing  out  imaginary  or  incurable  im- 
perfectinnit,  and  of  an^gevling  riaionary  and  unatlaioahle  inipru\-e* 
mentx.  Perhapf  you  have  heard  much  lately  of  theae  imperfectioni, 
and  of  the»e  improrementn.  Hear  a^i  iducIi  tu  you  please.  But  let 
me  c-atrt'at  of  you  before  you  decide,  to  lix»k  well  to  ail  tht*  pntMihle 
coniieqoenceiii  of  the  changes  which  are  propoBed^  and  above  all,  to 
weigh  well,  ajirminst  the  uncertain  benefits  M'hich  are  held  out  bi  you, 
the  certaintr  of  what  vno  are  called  upon  to  give  up  oa  the  price  of 
theae  innuTstions.  Is  it  itut  r«lher  tlw  more  prudeul  otuDH:  to  pre- 
aerre  those  bteasinga,  which  the  ocKuttilutiou,  as  it  now  exiilt,  hu 
aseured  to  thoiie  who  have  gone  before  us  ?  And  if  il  be,  let  us  feci 
contented— «nd  try  to  inculcate  in  uthera  that  feeling  to  maintain  the 
tnatitationfl  and  eatabUshmenta,  h  hich  we  have  received  from  our  fore< 
t^hera.  This  appears  to  me  the  safe  line  uf  an  Engtifhiuau's  duty. 
It  is  one  which  exposes  him  to  ao  risk,  by  which  he  cau  incur  on 
reproach,  and  by  which,  I  conscientiously  believe,  he  will  afford  him* 
•elf  the  be«t  chance  of  leanng  England  what  hf  fnund  it,— and  what 
loop-,  very  king,  may  it  contiuueto  be— to  his  children,  and  children's 
children,  tlie  bi*a|  sad  richest  inberituucc  of  freetlon  and  happiness  in 
this  world. 

Oenflenifn.  havin;;  adverted  (o  tb«  iniueiMe  exertions  made  by 
this  country  for  the  rwlorstiuu  of  peace,  and  the  aettlement  of  tho 
Continent,  it  U  with  great  ^'ttf  that  1  uiust  add,  that  its  peace,  there 
it  too  omch  reason  to  apprehend,  is  again  about  to  be  interrupted. 
Th«  most  anxious  endravoun  of  this  country  lisve  not  been  wanting 
to  pre^'cnt  an  occurrence,  which,  iti  the  present  ttute  of  the  world, 
may    lead  to   nurh  fearful    con»et)uencv«.     The  PurhanioDt  nf  thi^ 
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counlry  will  ioon  hove  an  upportuntty  of  judijinjf  of  ih*'  conduct  of  tlit 
Government  at  Ihis  cTisis.    I  have  no  doubt  tliat  you  will  find  that  the 
■acne  men  who  were  so  properly  alive  to  the  honour  of  the  British 
name,  darinp;'  the  late  war,  hare  not  coinpromised  II  on  the  present 
occBJtioTi.— Without  nntiripiitin^  the  dinriKion  of  Parliament,  we  can 
have  no  difli<-*ultVi  a<s    Englishmen,  in  forming;  bar  opinion  of  Hit 
grounds  on  which  the  attack  npim  Spain  hoa  hitherto  been  justified. 
1  am  not  prepared  to  contend  that  France,  from  its  vicinity,  might 
not  have  found  in  the  proceeding^K  of  the  Spanish  Oo\-emment,  and 
the  disturhanccB  in  Spain  contifpious  to  her  ow»  frontier,  resftooji  for 
vigilance,  andjea]oaJiy,Bnd  precaution  ; — pouibly,  ^ounda  for  strong 
reraoDiitrance :  and,  if  explanation  and  saU«foction  were  refiiaed, — 
whiUt  her  own  instilutlonn  and  interna!  nerarity  were  endangered  by 
the  conduct  of  Spain, — the  caro  of  that  eecarit}'  wouJd  have  juatified, 
if  it  could  not  be  otherwise  provided  for,  her  haviuf;;  recourse  to  war. 
But  France  does  not  rest  her  ag^esaion  on  these  f^unda.     In  coa- 
mon  with  the  late  Cungret(«  at  Veruna,  she  claims  the  riifht  In  inter- 
fere, nut  fur  the  »ufety  of  France,  hut  for  the  purpose  of  dceidintr  ia 
Spain  l»y  foreign  bayonets,  what  vharc  of  the  public  powier  of  that 
kin{«:dom  shall  belong  to  the  monurchical,  and  what  to  the  popular 
hrnnch  of  her  institutions  ; — or  rather  that  there  shall  be  no  popolar 
institutions,  except  such  us  Ferdinand  the  Seventh  mar  be  pl«caaed  to 
bestow  upon  his  subj'(*ct-'«.     The  principle  of  thin  doctrine   not  tfoly 
forms  DO  part,  but  is  utterly  Bub\-crsi\-e  of  the  law  of  nmtioiM>-« 
principle  as  revolutionar)-  as  any  which  was  ever  promulgated  in  the 
wildest  excesses  of  the  French  revolution.     By  what  ui)tb<irity  are  all 
the  Independent  States  of  the  world  to  be  placed  uudor  the  perpetul 
guardianship  of  this  new- court  of  wards  lately  erected  at  Veronal 
Who  gave  it  a  right  to  take  other  StatM  into  its  tutelary  protection, 
to  manage,  or  to  intcrf&re  in,  their  internal  concerns,  and  to  treat 
them  as  in  a  state  of  political  minority  and  incajMrityP     AVho  i«  to 
decide  when  that  minority  and  incapacity  commence,  when  they  '«■- 
minatc,   and  by  what  criterion  a  nation  ia  either  at  one  time  to  b« 
deprived  of,  or  at  another  intrustc'il  again  with,  the  maoagement  of 
its  own  estate  and  intcrnoJ  cunccrtis  Y     Such  a  system,  OenttoiD«o« 
never  can  be  recognixed  by  independent  Sutcs,  and  the  moment  il 
wu  avowed,  inrcspect  to  Spain,  all  the  aympathiea  of  England  wvt% 
aM'akened  in  favour  of  that  country.     If  there  must  be  a  stru^le,  I 
truEt  it  will  end  iu  the  establishment  of  her  indepeudance,  and  of  a 
Oovemment  of  rational  freedom   in  that  fine  portion  of  Kuropc. — \ 
trust  it  wiU  eod  '\n  tW  AWnu^k^V,  Ia-  alt  Guvernmeut^,  of  thoae'pnn* 
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ciples  which  ure  so  dangerous  to  the  pesec  ant]  indepcndaiiL*e  of  nil 
nattuotf; — aiid  lastly,  from  my  sincere  love  of  peace,  from  my  great 
anxiety  that  pothing  jihould  occur  to  interrupt  the  |^ow)n|r  protpe- 
rity  of  this  country',  do  I  arilently  pray,  that  her  gDod  offices  and 
influence  in  Europe  may  be  eflertuaJly  exerted  for  these  great  ends, 
without  our  Ijeing-  compelled,  either  in  vindication  of  our  own 
honour,  or  in  defence  of  uur  own  6«fientiMl  inlerefta,  n^in  ti>  euihark 
in  war. 

ncntlcmcii,  I  hare  detained  you  too  long.  Once  more  accept  my 
inoKt  heartfelt  thankx  for  all  the  honour*  and  all  the  kindneMes  which 
yun  have  heaped  upon  me.  That  I  ha%-e  dejierved  your  confidence  T 
do  nut  preHume  to  think — that  I  liave  not  dia^aced  it,  I  feel  certain 
ia  my  onv  conftcience,  and  not  lets  ao  in  the  cordiality  of  your 
approbation. 


No.  V. 


Me.   Huskisaon's   Speech    at  the   Pi'blic   Meeting, 

HELD  AT  FkEEMASOnV  HaxL,  OK  THE  l8th  JuNE,  1824, 

Foil  Ekeotixg    a  Moncment  to  the  LATE    James 
Watt;  the  Earl  of  Livehpool  in  the  Ciiaib. 


Mr.  HaftKiCROK  naid : —  ' 

My  Lord; — A  task  has  been  a^si^cd  to  me  at  this  mei'tinif, 
which.  I  am  fully  aware,  would  have  been  far  more  ably  and  nnr- 
ceatifully  executed  by  «nmp  one  of  those  who  ha*'e  done  me  the 
honour  to  put  into  uiy  hand^  the  resolution  with  which  1  fhall  con- 
clude. Several  of  those  gentlemen  had  an  advantage,  which  I  caii<' 
not  boast,  that  of  having-  been  perHOnally  acquainted  with  the  late 
Mr.  Watt,  of  having  enjoyed  his  confidence  and  friendfthip,  and  of 
having  obntcrved,  mure  nearly  than  myself,  the  application  and  pro- 
greA9  of  those  wonderful  dlscoverie^T  and  scientific  inventiona,  by 
which  be  butf  fto  greatly  benefited  hifi  cuuntr}'  and  the  world.  " 

But,  Gentlemen,  however  ill  qualified  I  may  be  fully  tu  appreciate 
the  merits  of  Mr.  W'ait^however  inadequate  I  feel  myself  to  do  jus- 
tice to  my  oWD  seotituenta  In  this  respect — I  cannot  but  be  gratified 
that  I  ha^-e  a  public  opportunity  to  bear  my  humble  acknowledg- 
ment i.tf  gratitude  for  his  services,  luul  of  respect  for  his  mcmor)'. 


im 
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nenOemM*.— «helh«^  KbvlnMrUD^  «imdvN  for  »  maaiwtl 

ikll  ciiDUfleratiuM  uf  couotry^  we  look  as  nwn  ta  the  UftdttvlK^ 
Mr.  >VattV  inveutiotu  hsvc  iaparted,  mnd  ore  Mill  iafivuae,  Mdk 
whule  rai**  of  man  ;  or  whether,  n«  cncmber»  of  tbat  ^rcAl  Mid  p*«r 
ful  comntuiiily  of  which  lie  «*»!!  •  meiuber,  v*  tvaAat  N«rMt«0l> 
contompUte  the  ipccinl  bcncAu  which  he  ccmfcrrvd  VMkUiaMV- 
In*,— his  |^*«t  itiscoreriM  muRt  »land  (MputllT  rBlitlodia  «rhf|tf 
iidminttion.  As  £Q|;lbbmeji,  wc  utmnot  hehold  the  motk  ff*- 
duced  by  his  pnutu,  without  a  litx>ly  senw  at  joy  that  wi  W^» 
the  Mme  cuuntry  to  which  be  belonged*  sad  witboal  aa  (MPiW 
fedio^  of  latitude  thnt  be  U«-cd  at  a  ttute  which  kI1«w  w  ftD  • 
participate  in  the  benefits  which  he  was  the  »ciecte4  uutJiiJ 
untlvr  Prondenee,  of  introduc:ia|^  untong  mankiod* 

If}  Gentlemen,  there  he  any  individual  who  can  itoa^  «Mv 
Mr.  Watt  be  entitled  to  rank  in  the  first  claaa  of  the  hctt^W^  i 
mankind,  thot  individual,  let  him  belong^  to  what  »l»ti<m«f  a«^ 
he  may,  ha«,  I  tliink,  not  jiwlly  oslimated  the  influence  of  a^im 
ments  lu  phyHical  and  chemical  ncieoce  upon  the  moral  voo^im^ 
■<M-icty.  I  apprehend  no  man  can  duubt  the  beneficial  ctfectoTlM 
inilaeiice,  uiure  ur  lew,  in  all  civiliied  countries.  Bci^  la  »*  •«> 
of  Uie  itubject,  there  13  no  portion  of  the  gIob«,  howvvn  r*m 
where  the  name  and  fla^  of  England  are  knowiit  whrrv  1  iiiiiw~ 
has  carried  her  naiU,  and  begun  to  introduce  the  art*  oitttUx^^ 
which  docs  not  derive  some  Hdrantage  frotti  Mr.  Watt'a  A^^pn^ 
The  ecunouiy  and  abridgiuunt  of  laUiur,  the  pvrfecljoo  aa4  njiC? 
of  mail u fact  11  re,  tlic  cheap  uiid  almost  uidcAnHe  maHiriirffft*  ^ 
every  article  which  suit»  the  luxury,  the  cODVeAseBC*-  «ir  tW  «* 
of  mankind,  are  all  •to  ninny  nirnua  of  cremttng.  in  owa  f«at^ 
little  advanced  from  the  saTnge  stale,  a  taste  for  JMiumai^:  ^ 
raiding  in  their  bosoms  a  feeling  of  new  wauls  mad  mtm  ^^m,^ 
shotrin^  them  kfa<  poesibility  of  aatUEf^iug  CbMac  v«Bto  a^  (i^ 
desires  ;  and  thereby  of  callinfr  into  action  lh«  moat  fJH-mjiJ  KM 
lant,  and  steady  rnoHw,  to  advancomvul  in  the  aciila  of  (he  dt^M 
world.  Are  not  ibe  renuile  i-ilatidit  uf  the  PaciAc  Oe««n  bccW* 
hnppy  proof  of  the  tmth  of  this  po»ition  ?  The  sbom  rw«  «Wt 
less  than  half  a  century  ago,  murdered  and  Upvourvd  mirunrmi^ 
tmfortiuiBte  oavigmtor,  Captain  Cuvk,  hare,  witKia  that  ahoct^^ 
become  acquainted  with  many  of  the  comforts  of  Uf*  md  ^A* 
greater  process,  perhaps,  towards  iniprovemetil^  lba«  iw^v# 
them  tn  ninke,  in  order  to  entitle  themseKe*  (o  b«  mdmM&im^^ 
rank  of  ciriliaed  nalions.     Unch  of  this  Uappv  cWmmp*  mm  I  P* 
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be  MrnbH  to  the  b»n«Tolpnt  mti  lufcfclinible  emtiOM  of  th« 
minintrr*  of  Chmiianity;  hut  tf  thew  hlaadwii  be  noir  rkilk«it  In 
Ihe  produrtimiA  nf  Enj;It*h  mdw*fTT,— rf  thf\  !ia\*  adftpled  odr  wdsU 
Iptw  ati4  oor  liixtn,  irmcarf  of  th«r  own  nid<>  rfiTM,  or  rBlb«T  no 
4reM, — if  tn  llwir  haMtvtton*  »re  to  he  fmiTyd  raimjr  iweful  »rticlr»  of 
Rn|z;1t«h  manvfarturv,  inttrwl  uf  tbpir  nmi  barlniruBf  utpntib, — let 
It  not  V  «iippo«ed  that  Ihe  tncreMwl  ftcilitrof  rapfiK-inp;  their  wnnU 
h«»  Dot  been  one  powerful  nieiuiR  of  pxritin|r  their  de«ire  lo  procore 
ttiBM!  enjorment^.  If  the  t*teitn  Knipne  he  tW  most  powerful  in- 
ilHment  intbe  hand*  of  mvi,  fa  alter  the  face  nf  the  ph)-«ical  world, 
ft  opemtp!!,  at  thf  itame  time,  set  n  powerful  moral  lerer  in  fnrvard* 
ing  the  ^re«!  caa-^e  of  civilisation.  Wc  cMinot,  therefore,  reo&ll  to 
nor  recollertion  the  invention  of  the  Steam  Knpne,  and  follow  that 
iBventmn  throng-h  all  itui  ronveqnpncn,  without  fr»linp  the  hencfiriai 
Tofluenre  of  thin  dtitcoverx'  upon  all  nstionit,  from  thoiw>  mo»i  ad- 
meed,  to  those  which  have  made  the  lea«t  prD|>;TV«a,  in  tbe  srta  and 
rettnements  of  life. 

Ute  lienefha  whieh  tlrii  diaeovery  haa  eoafetred  «fKiin  oor  own 
rowBtrj-,  as  they  are  more  ejrtenntve,  are  also  more  ohvioua.  If  tkW 
were  the  proper  place,  am)  if  I  were  not  mfrmid  of  treipaaaittg  too 
lon^  npon  ytmr  time,  I  could  tnt?e  thoae  beoefita  in  their  detailed 
prof^vn  and  operation.  I  could  show  how  mueh  ther  hnrc  etintri- 
btfted  not  m>1r  to  ad^'ence  pen*onai  comfort  and  poblic  wealth,  by 
olTordrne  to  induRtnttiiii  nii1ti»n«  ihn  farility  of  |m«-i(hnir  for  their 
inditidoal  wantn,  br  mean*  which  direetiv  cnadnee  to  the  grnera) 
power  and  ^rnmmtm  of  tbe  «tate,  but  klao  lo  the  irrucral  diffusion  id* 
•  apirit  nf  imprrtrement,  n  thint  for  in^riirtion,  and  as  emnlation  to 
Bppbr  it  to  par{>09e»  of  pmctical  vtiUty,  e\-e»  in  the  httmble«l  clsMe* 
of  the  rottHminity.  But  it  cannot  be  ■cceaary  to  enter  ufion  m> 
wide  a  ranire  with  the  enliiphtencd  mertlnfr  which  I  ha»-e  i*nw  tbe 
honour  of  addreKitin^.  Lookiitf  back,  howerer^tn  tbe  demand**  which 
were  inadt-  upnn  ihe  re»ource*  of  tbiiD  oountrr  dyrin;:  llw  liit4>  war, 
perhnpn  it  i*  nm  too  much  to  cay.  at  least  it  is  my  opiniim.  that 
IhoM  resDorees  mi^t  hapc  (ailed  «b,  before  that  war  wan  hnni||1it 
to  n  safe  and  ploriou*  cuncbision,  but  for  the  creaCioas  ot  Mr. 
W«lt,  and  of  f)ther<  roorinii;  in  the  aame  career,  by  whoae  dU- 
coveries  those  re«ourcr«  were  to  pvatlvtoultiplird  and  increased.  It  i*, 
perhapM,  not  ton  much  to  say,  tfuiL,  bnt  for  thv  vast  wcemion  thuM 
inpcrceptthly  made  In  the  genarkl  ve^ih  of  this  empire,  we  might 
hare  been  driven  tn  <>up  finr  prat^e,  before,  in  the  march  and  propvaa 
of  4H-ratfl,  NeJann  had  put  fonli  the  laat  enefprr  of  hi*  naval  ftniva 
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M  Trafalgar,  or,  at  tiiiy  rate,  before  Wellington  had  put 
•eaJ  to  tbr  security  of  Europe  at  Waterloo.  If,  tlienibr^,  we  are 
now  met  to  consider  of  placing-  a  monamcnt  to  the  aiocuor^  of  Mr. 
Watt  beaide  the  monuments  ft(  those  who  fell  in  the  Aplendid  vic- 
tories of  th«  laat  war,  let  it  not  be  said  that  there  ia  no  connexioa 
between  tbe  fcrriccs  of  this  oiodett  ond  unobtrusive  benefactor  of  hb 
country,  and  tbe  triumphs  of  the  heroes  which  those  mouumentM  an 
destined  tc*  com  mem  orate. 

I  own  thai  the  monument  sbont  to  be  propoaed  to  Mr.  Watl  ap- 
peom  to  me  to  be  one  of  those  acti  of  public  duty,  to  which  evtjj 
Englishman  of  a  cultivated  mind,  fuUowing;  the  muniAcrnt  eaample 
of  the  huvereign,  should  be  anxious  to  contribute.  In  doing  so,  he 
will  indulge  not  only  a  feeling  of  f^ratitude,  but  the  cheering  hope 
of  excitinjf  a  spirit  of  emulation  in  others  ;  and  an  huncat  pride,  in 
redcetinfr  that  he  belong  to  the  same  community  of  which  (his 
highly-gifted  genius  wa»  a  member,  and  to  the  age  in  which  be 
lived. 

Long  as  I  have  already  detaioed  the  meeting,  1  cannot  eit  down 
without  adding  one  or  two  short  remarks.  It  has  been  nft£n  aaid, 
(hat  many  of  the  great  discoveries  in  science  are  ilue  to  accident;  bat 
it  wax  well  remarked  by  the  Presideut  of  the  Royal  Sociei}*,  that  tbtf 
cinnut  be  the  case  with  the  principal  discovery  of  Mr.  Watt,  Long 
nud  ftcienttfie  research  and  application  atone  could  have  enabled  hint 
to  create  his  Steam  Engine.  Again,  it  has  fre<]uently  hAppmtd 
that  those  philoflophers,  who  have  made  brilliant  and  UMful  diaco- 
reries,  bj^  watching  th<>  phenomena  of  the  phyaical  world,  the  coa- 
hinations  of  chemistry,  or  the  mysterious  workings  of  organic  life, 
have  only  been  able  to  turn  their  discoveries  to  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing evils  threatening,  and  often  dcatroying,  the  precarious  tenure  of 
human  existence.  Thus  Franklin  disarmed  the  thunderbolt,  and  coo* 
ducted  it  innocuous  through  our  buildings,  and  close  to  our  firv-atd 
— thus  Jenner  stripped  a  loathsome  and  destructive  diseoat  of 
virulence,  and  rendered  it  bantitess  of  devastation — thus  the  pr 
Preaident  of  the  Ro)*al  Society  (of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether 
abstract  acience  or  practical  life  has  l>een  most  benefited  In*  his  dt«* 
corories)  sent  the  safety  lamp  into  our  mines  to  save  (aa  its  name 
implies)  tlieir  useful  tnhabitaots  from  the  itwful  cxploaion  of  th« 
fire-damp.  But  the  discovery  of  Mr,  Watt  went  further;  be  tsU* 
doed  and  regulated  the  moat  terrific  power  in  the  unireravfl 
power  which,  by  the  joint  operation  of  pressure  and  beat,  probably 
produQca  thorc  trvtucadous  convulsions  of  the  earth,   which   in  a 
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raomcnt  tutjvcrt  whole  citira,  and  almoat  change  the  face  of  the  inlia- 
bit«d  globe.  Thi^appsrcntlruniB^ovemable  power  Mr.  WitU  rctliMfi) 
to  Estate  of  such  perfect  orgaaixatinn  and  dbiciplinc — if  I  DiayuHe  die 
expresflfon — that  it  m&y  now  be  safclv  mamvuTred  and  brought  into 
irresistible  action — irresistible,  but  itill  re^Iatedt  measured,  and  at* 
cert&in^'d — or  lulled  into  the  most  complete  and  fccure  reptwr,  at 
tfae  will  of  mail,  and  under  the  ^idance  of  hi«  feeble  hand.  Thus 
one  man  directs  it  into  the  Irawcls  of  the  earth,  to  tear  a»uiider  il« 
very  elements,  and  hrini;:  to  liffht  ita  hidden  trciuurcA ;  auolher 
places  it  upon  the  sarface  of  the  watem,  to  control  the  winda  of  heavcti, 
to  item  thn  (ides,  to  chet-k  the  currcnla,  and  defy  the  wnves  of  the 
ocean;  a  third,  |>orhnpft,  and  a  fourth,  are  destined  tu  applv  thin 
inig^hty  power  to  other  purfKMe*,  atiU  unthou^ht  of  and  unsuspected, 
but  leading  to  consequence*,  poasibly.  not  le»i  important  than  those 
which  ii  baa  already  prodnred. 

It  is,  flenlienien,  in  the  contemplBtion  uf  tlte  wonderful,  but  nxwt 
beneficial,  change  which  this  sini^le  invention  has  already  effected 
in  the  world — in  the  anticipation  of  the  atill  fWther  change*  which 
it  may  GfTcct— thai  1  feel  most  forcibly  my  own  want  uf  power  to  du 
justice  ti)  niy  sentiments  on  this  occasion,  and  that  T  ffladly  relieve 
myself  from  any  Hirtber  prosecution  of  the  attempt  by  propiisiuff  to 
you  the  following  Rosolution  : 

"  That  those  benefits,  conferred  by  Mr.  Watt  on  the  whole  civi< 
"  lised  world,  have  been  most  experienced  by  bts  own  countr)',  wlilcb 
**  owe*  a  tribute  of  national  gratitude  to  a  man,  who  has  thus  lui- 
**  noured  ber  by  his  ^tmius,  and  pnimoied  her  welMteinp  by  his 
'*  dbcoreriea." 


No.  VI. 
Mr.  Hcskisson's  Speech    at    Liverpool,  ok  his  Rb- 

SI.BCT10N,   FRBRirARY  5,  1838. 

[Bi/enrti  f»  i»  Bv»frnphirai  Mittioir,  p.  lfi<*.J 
The  re-election  of  Mr.  Iliiskiuon  was  moved  by  Mr,  Bolton,  and 

seconded  by  Mr.  Gladstone.  After  Mr.  Wallace  Carrie  fawl  addrcwicd 

the  ntecting^, 

Mr.  HtisKtBsoK  came  forward,  and  spoke  as  follows:-^ 

I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed,  before  I  proceed  in  the  topics  which 

have  Wen  so  ubiy  adverted  to  by  my  honourable  friend  (if  lit*  will 

permit  me  to  call  him  so),  Mr,  Wallace  rurrif,  and  by  my  honourable 
VOL.    III.  gK 
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friend  whti  sccoiidcit  my  notnintlion,  to  cxprets  ray  nnfet^^ii  pejrwt 
at  betnp-  pla<«<l  a^ain  before  them  as  a  randiilato.  I  have  htm  oiMt 
aexioiis  Xn  KpiLre  lhi«  p^reat  louii  the  inconvenicDcc  of  an  vk'ctino.  1 
aMBTC  you,  thai  it  wum  lhrtHi>;h  nti  winh,  on  iny  part*  tu  ciblmia  a 
hifrht^r  iilficial  aitualion,  that  1  am  under  the  ncc«Mity  of  a|>pc*ru>;r 
af^tti  bt-fore  \vu, 

>V'Lcn  tlic  udniiaistratioB  of  Lord  LiTcrpool  ceased  lo  «xut,  from 
the  urifiirtunnte  vt«itatiun  of  ProvidcDi'C  whicb  brfrt  biiu,  I  might, 
perhaps,  have  bud  it  in  my  power,  finim  my  lauu'iitetl  friend  Ibeii 
placed  St  the  head  iif  his  Majeatya  council* — •  friend  dear  tu  Liver- 
pool a«  to  myself — I  uii^bt  hare  had  it  in  nty  power,  had  I  looked  lo 
personal  uruUficuiioi),  or  to  tliv  ordiuary  objects  of  atnbitiuii,  ta  lia^r 
naked  for  a  iii};hcr  »itUHtion — higher,  at  least,  in  public  ertimation 
and  in  ulficml  ri'ttpunyibility,  Ihau  the  tme  I  then  held.  I  «tn  nnw 
apeakiiif;  in  the  presence  of  several  (gentlemen,  U*  whoni^  at  the  tiiiii',  I 
did  iHit  liesilate  to  cxprein:*  ibe  siutixfucliun  which  1  fcU  that,  a:*  l*reai 
dent  of  the  Uoard  uf  Trade,  it  had  been  my  ^ond  furlnue,  by  dili|c-enctr, 
by  assiduity,  and  by  the  laliorioaH  di»ehargc  of  the  duties  uf  thalailu* 
ntion,  to  merit  some  dep'ee  uf  npprolmtJtm  from  thia  enliicbteued 
Gommiuiity;  and  to  atirucl  sume  dejiree  of  confidence  I'roiu  llie  com 
nimiity  at  large*  At  the  name  time,  whilot  1  met  with  ihe  encourage- 
nicnt  tu  which  I  bare  udwrted,  1  have  also  met  with  much  »Uo«|uy 
nnd  opposition*  I  was  naturaJIy  anKioua  to  clear  m)'i»cif  and  my  pica- 
»ure«  fmni  the  impntiition  cani  upon  ihem ;  and  I  fell  my^-'lf  Iwoad 
to  defoml  and  itttuid  by  iny  official  pout,  lui  lou^  as  it  u  at*  an  object  of 
attack,  not  only  in  the  support  of  the  measures  UiemsehY^*  but  of  Miy 
o\m  eharaeter  and  pentonal  hontnir. 

'J'herefure,  when  1  nii^lit  hai-e  fairly  solicited,  on  the  part  of 
frieridabip,  &nd  un  the  part  of  lun^;  i-onnexion  in  |Kiblic  life,  a  hi|>brr 
nllicial  situation,  1  declined  to  do  it;  mid,  amoni;>'t  the  other  moti«Y* 
which  influenced  me,  1  felt  relnclimci',  a  reluclance  whif:)i  1  tball  ai 
all  limes  feel,  to  put  this  (fi-eat  town  lo  the  inconTcniencc  of  a  public 
det'tiooj  and  thun  interrupt,  in  Aoine  decree,  the  ordinary  course  of 
induKti'v,  and  those  pursuits  in  which  the  freemen  uf  Li>-orpool,  to 
the  benefit  of  their  c1>UDtr^' nnd  theinHelve**,  arc  habitually  enfrafrd. 
Therefore,  I  can  safely  suie  tu  yim,  that  if  I  hove  since  atUioed  Ui  s 
lii(.''her  siiuutiiiii  in  the  eotincil.1  uf  the  Crown,  1  iieitbex  sim|;hi  ilte 
situation,  nor  could  I  by  possibility  foresee  the  melancholy  tMreurTene^ 
which  has  been  the  occasion  of  luy  beiuc  called  to  it. 

U  is  certaiiily  necessary  for  mc  to  rlaim  your  indulgence  uu  the 
present  occasion ;  first,  because  in  the  impaired  slate  of  my  health,  1 
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WUf  Mt  be   able  to  ti<IUrcM  yuu  to  fuUr  as    I   coultl  tvuh ;  Uid, 
MHatndly.  bacsaw  1  cmi  aiimtrpvou,  that,  bowetTr  much  1  iimy  ban 
I  emleAvrHiivU  tn  sit-el    niyvclf  a^uuitt   painful    BMOi'iKtioitit,    ]     frH 
>OiT»«lf  ulinusl  overwUvluietl  hy  thetn^  when  I  roimidrT  the  pUcr  from 
'^whicli  I  am  Kpt'Kkinp,  anil  tlic  ervot  which  has  hruuchi  me  before 
you.     That  v«ure  whirb,  \«nn  »^,  waK  raiKCil   fmni   ihia   huilin^t 
which  ynu  have  an  nftcn  tiittoacd  fo  wilJi  pletHire,  with  adntiratitm, 
•  aiul>   allow    iii»   ti>  say,  with    benefit    and  iiulnttfliaii,  is    rmiv     mute 
'  for  ever.     That  heut-stirriiift  power,  which,  in  IHIS,  nt  the  siuiuent 
of  the  grentcAt  alam  whicb  tbia  country  ever  knrw,  nmaed  the 
'  CBOrfriefc,  nut    <if  the  tnwa  of  Liverpiuil    niilv,    hut    iif  the   whnlu 
''CDUntTY,  ti)   uu'i-t  the  dau^n  aiiil   mrTViiuiG  the  dil^uUie*  whirh 
'•then  bcitet  it — «'hich  dispelled  the  knr%  uf  the  timid,  reclaimed  the 
'Met pon dint;,   and  rerived    the   hopes  of  (hmiitandfl,  then  dnubtftU  as 
'to  the  p^iKsihility  i>f  hrin|;in|r  to  a  RtecMuful  i«uMii*  tlie  prent  cotitmt 
in  which  we  wore  enpapvd— which,  above  stl,  appealed  to  the  ijixhI 
iM>n»e  uf  KnjfliAhmen,  affinal  the  itiaidioua  dcoi^ua  of  nit'n  drainiUH, 
fWrni  the  preMTtire  af  temporary  difficuhies,  Co  yield  to  the  denantb 
and  threatx  of  nn  apparently  irreeiaiible  foe,  to  which,  if  the  country 
had  yielded,  It  would   at  thin  moment  have  been  neither  in  a  state 
of  MTnrity,  nor  <>f  |)«nce,  nor  of  bnntnir— that  animated  aiHl  exalted 
itpjrit  it  now  lost  to  the  country  for  ever.     'J'hnt  nll-])er9uadinfr  and 
eoruiBtent  eloifuence,  whieh,  whan  dinaffi-i-tiuD  and  resistance  to  Icffi- 
ttniatc  authority  seemed  to  spread  ib>elf  over  tbu  countnr,  inculcated 
revercm-e  to  the  laws  and  attachment  tu  convtitutional  fn.'i'dnni,  aa 
di-itineiiiflhed  fmm  Heentiaiutneaa,  and  taof^ht  the  value  of  that  union 
of  interusta  between  the  crown  und  tJie  Kubjm-t,  which  cnnstiiutcii  at 
once  the  Klahility  of  the  cmwn  and   the  hiippineaft  of  the  people,  in 
now  for  ever  ailcnt.     Vet,  thou^'b  now  hnvhcd  in  the  f;rav'e,  let  the 
recollection  of  thtit  elixfUfnce  impn.^5  upon  un,  that  by  thia  anion  tho 
power  of  this  great  atate  haa  iiriaen  to  what  it  is; — that  by  thia  union 
and  power  it  waft  that  my  lantcnted  friend  nmi  enabled  to  claim  for 
lhi«  cuUDtrv  that  htatiormnd  ttulhont\  in  the  ctiunciU  uf  uivilixvd  Eu- 
rope, which  ^\e  it  a  right  to  watch  o\er  tjic  peace  of  Europe,  and  tu 
interpoftc  for  the  prcaen-ation  of  the  liberty  and  iudcpendencc  of  other 
nMlionM  ;^«nd  that  it  wa^  hy  thai  hiippy  imiimof  cotutitutionnl  freedom 
und  Hionart-hical  protection,  whii-'h  it  wa>>  the  honour  and  f(lonr  of  my 
lamented  hiend  Btwii)A  to  uphold  and  munitain,  that  the  rountr>' not 
only  sustained  its  energies  throufch  the  war,  bat  waa  raised  into  the 
rharncler  of  the  urhiter  of  peace  aud  distributor  of  happincM   to 
mankind. 
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You  arc  all  nn-are  nf  the  lon(^  political  and  priwte  frietififhip  by 
whicL  I  w»»  bountl  tri  tliat  higtily-^nf^^d  and  much  diBtin^iab^d  indi- 
viduul.  Vou  arc  all  nwnrc  tbut  theprinripks  by  whirb  my  lamented 
friend  conduct^il  bimsclf  in  public  lite,  mre  also  th(>»c  wlii<'h  bar* 
been  the  guide  of  my  condticU  And  I  t«a  only  tay,  tbat  hariny 
looked  to  tbe  freemen  of  Liverpool  aa  the  gtiardiann  nf  tbi*M>  prin- 
cipU-K,  if  tbey  arc  nou'  no  lou^r  to  be  adhered  to,  I  request  yuu,  in 
eunsistent-)',  tir  di5niisK  me  fmm  thette  huMin^,  fur  certaioily  I  ihall  do 
longer  be  u  fit  representative  for  you.  But  1  know  that  the  prineiplrs 
I  have  ucled  upon  are  thiise  which  animate  tbe  gro^l  mu»  of  tb« 
enlightened  population  of  tht!>  cvmntr}' ;  and  thiute  prtneiples  must,  I J 
believe,  1>e  the  giiide  of  its  future  t-ounciU,  if  the  country  is  to  nniq)| 
tain  it9  prcRenl  station  amongst  the  nations  t4  the  world. 

When,  by  one  of  those  di«pen»ationA  nf  Providence  to  which 
munt  all  biiw,  hiwever  grievouB  and  afflictive,  the  sovereigTi  siid 
pcopto  were  deprived  of  the  ser\'iee5  of  my  lamented  friend,  I  mtb 
endeavouring  to  recruit  my  impaired  ht^lih  in  a  di»tiuit  part  ul  the 
continent.  1  rpuld  nut  witnessi  btit  1  well  knew,  Ibe  univeraal  aumw 
that  event  exeited  in  this  coitntrv,  from  tbe  bighnt  to  tbe  luwiat.-^> 
from  the  monarch  on  ihe  throne  to  the  humblest  peasant  in  hia  domt* 
nicns;  and  I  ean  .ttnte  (>mt,  in  the  countries  through  which  1  paMod 
on  my  return  to  England,  I  found  the  same  sMiipathy  ani]  (b«  suae 
regret  whieh  actuated  the  Ivosomsof  the  people  of  this  countr\',  as  il 
they  felt  ihfit  mankind  had  Inst  a  heuefaetor. 

On  my  return  to  Knglund,  I  fitmnd  that  it  was  Lbe  nonl  anxioiu 
de«iro  of  my  Sovereign  that  the  eouncLls  of  the  coontry  ahinJd  ecio* 
tinue  to  l>e  ilirected  in  tbe  xnine  mpirit  which  bad  actuated  my  right 
hniiourable  friend,  and  his  lamented  predcccs!>or,  Lonl  KiverpoaL 
If  I  had  llien  coutiulted  my  own  eaiie  and  comfort, or  tiiat  urMrb  ws' 
more  valuable  to  me,  my  own  health,  I  i^hunld,  in  prudenrv,  and  m 
deference  to  tbe  advice  of  nthem  and  the  ndmonitions  of  my  own 
finnily,  hnve  retired  iViun  public  life;  admonition!)  &trciigthei)ed  by 
the  fact,  tlial  in  six  inunthx  iJie  country  had  wilneaMuul  the  foU  uf  iwu 
of  tbe  grenlest  statesmen  of  the  age,  both  carried  ojf  by  llie  anxiHy 
and  labour  of  public  life,  and  both  my  juniors,  though  onlv  liy  a  few 
moulliR,  It  u-nuld,  tliori'fore,  have  bei-u  f^ratifying  lo  u»e,  baring, 
however  little  dpBeri-int;  of  it,  ubtuined  some  degree  of  credit  from 
my  country  for  my  paet  exertiom*,  to  have  taken  that  nppnrliinit)- nf 
retiring,  rather  than  to  encounter  afresh  the  Atnntis  And  difBcnlbr^ 
nf  public  life,  with  u  frame  enfeebled,  and  a  muid  of  whirh  the 
eiicrgi^a  faoav  1)«  moK  or  Lvas  weakened  by  the  dcc>y  of  ^jiial 
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streturth.  But  I  wu  tuld,  that  if  I  refbftcd  to  lend  my  lud  lo  the 
piihlir  Hcmce,  there  would  he  nii  pcwnihility  of  accnroplifthinj;  thut 
which  I  knew  tn  be  the  wish  of  the  Sovrrt-ig^n,  ntxl  bcliewti  to  be 
for  the  interest  cif  the  Htnte, — that  the  affiiirs  of  the  country'  should 
continue  to  be  rarned  oo»  u  far  aa  pomibic,  by  the  suiue  men,  and 
in  iheivnmenpirit,  bm  liefnre  the  lomof  Mr.  Canning.  T  therefore  did 
not  hesitate,  beckuve  1  felt  that  when  once  a  man  had  einharked  in 
public  tifci  when  once  1  had  received  an  snaranre  of  that  confidenoc 
which  had  been  conferred  on  me  by  my  cunstituentK  at  Liverpool, 
and  hy  a  ^i>Bt  part  of  the  country,  and,  abore  all,  when  1  hnd  re> 
eeivod  thccnmntaml.^  nf  the  Sovereign  himnelf,  1  felt  that  I  was  not 
m(  liberty,  unlcM  on  the  )^ound  of  public  principle  orpcnonel  honouTf 
to  retire  from  the  public  wrnce. 

My  acceptance,  therefore,  of  the  office  of  Socrctur)  of  8tale,  ren* 
dered  it  neceRRfir)'  thht  1  nhotild  \*acBte  my  seat.  I  then  received  a 
requisition  unparalleled,  T  believe,  both  as  to  the  number  and  re^pec- 
lahitity  of  the  pi'rsonA  who  siloed  it,  rcqucAlini;  me  u|jiiin  to  offef 
my  fter\'ier«  td  thi>!te  whom,  for  nome  year*,  I  hud  liren  |intiid  In  call 
my  constituents.  I  trcll  knew  that  the  representation  of  Livcrpoolf 
in  ttffctf  ni)  Minerure,  would  be  a  ronniderahle  addition  to  my  lahnnn. 
But  when  I  romeml»ercd  the  kindnesii  with  which  they  nrifftnally  re- 
ceived  and  have  since  treated  me,  I  could  not  bestlate  to  oWy  their 
call.  On  that  occasion,  the  circumstance  occurred,  which  has  heea 
alluded  to  by  my  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Carrie.  Some  friends  were 
kind  enout;h  to  expreftit  a  wiiih  that  I  mi^t  not  be  called  on  to  attend 
»t  the  election.  They  m-iII  do  me  the  justice  to  remember  that  I 
made  no  such  reiitiej«t.  Whatever  mJ^ht  have  been  the  state  of  my 
health,  unless  I  had  been  altopetber  UD6t  lo  undertnko  the  journey, 
I  should  have  felt  it  a  positive  duty  to  have  liecn  present.  Circtun- 
otancex  of  recent  occurrence  render  it  »till  more  necetwary  that  I 
fboiild  present  myself  now  before  you.  I  am  Bure  th»t  every  one  will 
feet  the  difficulty  in  which  I  am  placed,  fltandinf^,  as  I  d(\  in  the  double 
character  of  a  candidate  fur  the  representation  of  the  people,  and  of 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  I  will  endeavour  to  steer  soeh  a  course  aa 
to  reconcile,  as  far  as  pflMible,  whnt  t  owe  lo  both  these  characlors. 

When  the  Administration  of  Lord  Liverpool  was  br<iu||;ht  lo  a 
close,  difficulties  arose  in  the  formation  of  n  new  Ooremment  un. 
foreseen  by  my  lamented  friend,  who  rereived  his  Majeety's  com* 
mnnds  to  form  an  Administration.  In  those  difficiiUics  Mr.  Canning 
found  it  neoeasary  to  apply  to  some  distinpiished  individuals  bc- 
luDging  to  ft  party  lo  which  be  had,  on  many  questions,  been   op- 
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pitted.  Hilt  !ttncc  tho  ro'itorntlnh  of  iM-nt-^,  my  'Uitti^rJ  Grl«WV 
niiiiil  and  luy  own  hoi]  bcrn  directed  to  cho«<>  nit^KSures  vtdtldt 
rctiim  of  ppacp  »nKp»^t<^'l,  with  «  vlrw  fo  rmovate  the  n-««^ 
nnd  improve  the  Rtron(;tli  of  llie  rnuntr\'.  Thi*  iTlffipiviu.'rs  vbkl 
hud  (^iHti'd  ainonf;  p&rtiea,  in  &  confiittei-Hhto  drfriVf  vrnt  inla  ittf- 
RDce.     When,  iliereforp,  my  frien*!  npplieif  itt  rf 

hifl  farltent  nnd  moat  ronfttant  pHvate  frirrnf'^.  t  -V, 

and,tbrouf;h  him,  opened  Bcommiinlratiirn  -« 

doH-ne  and  others,  it  was  an  tlio  principle  rit-u;  .-.kiJ, *»* 

openly  iivowi'd,  thnt  their  accemion  was  to  he  n  . :  ^fu9n 

trt%m  the  prini-iploH  which  had  ^oveme<)  the  counriU  of  tii»  taaoKf 
under  the  Admini&tratioa'of  Lord  Liverpool.  Th«  raihiJtrfiV 
tion  WD9  to  rrmatn  in  n  fm  and  open  utato  in  the  Ctthinrf.  Tt«ai 
considered  that  there  wa?  likely  lb  he  nn  sorioii«:    difT  =  i 

olherpoint.  Thopy  I  have  fairly  Mated  ihc  formation  *■.'  " 

called  a  toalition,  biit  wist  T  thinli  waa  rather  a  tw^'um,  wlik-li  ftan' 
alt  party  feelings  in  ohliWoo.     T  hope  J  may  Im-  ,  "         '  ^d 

(here  was  not  the  smallest  surrrndtT,   either  or  :* 

pnrt  of  those  who  had  bi^fnre  heen  in  office  with  Ml*,  Itf  n?  Mf 
doctrine  or  principle  ihey  had  ever  maintained. 

Very  soon  after  the  8cce«i«inn  of  the  noble  iiM0t*idaftk  tit** 
allmled  to  I  wan  obli^rfd  to  leave  the  country.      In    *  •*' 

Ihe  loss  of  my  lamented  friend,  ihe  Taliinel  wmt  rvctjn':r^-  * 
Htill  tlierr  wax  not  the  Nmallent  change  of  yMicy,  llcr^  I  Icvl  iW  i 
H'outd  be  haxenorp  and  injiiAtice  wer^  I  not  expti.  '*  '.  r-!anttA 

from  the  moment  of  my  return  to  thia  country,   \ .-.  ...ianmd 

that  fiovemment,  there  Dt>rer  whs  a  Cnhtnet  in  whiek  1  •«  *<1 
more  Bat  infliction,  in  which  there  wia  1e&«  of  difTcTrec*  or  a  mm 
universal  desire  to  cultivate  a  ]>orfect  harmoity,  Men  nf  m/^  \u0 
\een  integrity  and  hrgh  honour,  of  more  nindemtr  nnd  .-u'.i>* 
principlefl,  more  straight  fonvard  and  honournlile,  than  Lor^l^ 
dijwne,  Lord  CaHinle,  nnd  Mr.  Tiemey,  I  hkv«  he^er  ueiwifttl^ 
discussion  and  manR);cTnent  of  public  afTnirs. 

Events  took  place  in  Dpcomher,  for  which  ficUlirr  Off  bAfilr  fifc<^ 
nor  myself  were  responsible,  hut  which  tteceiukarilv  %v«ki»4  ^ 
conAdeurc  of  (he  public  in  the  Administmtion.  netitlrmea  snvw 
that  in  that  month  hi'a  MajeKtv  bad  occaftion  fo  rcuuMi  «  ^«Jh^Mk 
who  had  formerly  been  in  the  Cabinet,  Ui  pl<.  -j 

of  the  Gorernmenl.      F|-om   wliiitvter  eircu^  * 

necessarily  weakened  the  confidence  pliieed    kn    Ibe  A 
The  stole  nf  our  forcif^n  relation**  made  it  1hu«i  hijrUv  dtnifft*-  ** 
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the  Go\'cromcnt  should  not  be  exlitliiU'il  in  llic  v\v*  nf  fi)n'i);iifn  u 
ono  |M>8»vMin[,'  nnly  a  teiuiMimry  character,  tliv  eifect  uf  u-bii-h  noulJ 
1)0  nnrpriaintynnd  H'eiikno^<«.  Ut)di*r  iliefte  circiim<^tHnriMi  niylririMl, 
Uurd  (iiHlcrit-h,  (lion  hIioiu  a  itmti  uf  more  rtputlcM  virtuv  doc*  uot 
exist,  fpll  it  hi«  tluty  to  wail  upon  his  MBJcst)-,  and  lay  tipfure  hiRi  the 
existing  ntste  of  Uie  AdtriiiUNlnitidii.  The  Kiii(:,  fcclinjr  Ihnt  lie 
owed  it  to  his  people  and  tu  the  great  intereft*  then,  ah  ■■till,  in  n 
critical  state, — intereNta  connected  with  tl»  peace  of  Eurupi*, — nt»t 
til  l<Me  B  moment  in  prcvt-ntinp  the  flovemnient  of  thin  c<iuntry  from 
lii'iii(;  IiHi^'iT  viewed  a*  tmoottknl  aiid  provisional, — sent  for  the  Uiikc 
of  M'elltnfrtoQ.  The  Dukf,  I  cnn  day,  from  my  t-ertain  Unowledf^e, 
WDit  mint  reluctant  to  undertakit  ihu  tank  ai^tii^iied  liinu  Mir  eamcvt 
winh  wzn  to  remain  lo  the  divcharge  of  Chat  important  trust  for  which 
he  fell  himself  mo^t  competent.  He  felt  it,  hnwever,  hiH  duty,  in  tlic 
then  circuinstunces  of  the  country-,  In  ohey  the  curamands  of  his 
S>iiverei(;n,  1  know  that  no  excluition  whatever  of  any  men,  or  dCl 
of  men,  was  dexjredhy  onrlihrnl  and  enlightened  Monarch.  It  so 
happened,  that  the  Duke  of  AVellin^on,  aAer  t;ominuntcalin|;  with 
one  other  individual,  whom  no  mtm  would  deny  to  hai-e  rendered,  hy 
his  distinpiiMhed  tajrntf  end  hy  hi«  industry,  {^reat  >ter^'icefl  In  hts 
cmintry,  T  moan  Mr.  Peel,— after  oflcrtng  to  kini  a  situatiun  in  t)ie 
(iovernuirnt, — hin  (trace  had  a  commimicBtion  with  nie.  The  com- 
munication muile  to  mc  WH<.  in  the  most  ^cnrnil  term^.  I  was  naked, 
if  there  wiw  any  thing  which  "hoiilil  precliidf  me  from  tukinc  a  part 
in  the  new  Oovernmcut  of  the  Duke*  of  >V'ellin(;toti.  To  .«ui'h  an 
Bpplieatiun  I  c<iuld  only  reply,  that  if  the  Oovemmont  wa^  Mich  as 
•atif(5pd  the  view  I  took  of  the  inlvreftii  of  the  rountr)',  and  provided 
such  armnfr»niL>nts  were  made  in  its  construction  aa  offered  a  j^uh- 
rantec  that  the  principle*  which  I  approved  would  not  bo  drpartcd 
from,  I  individually  -itood  free  from  any  party  engu{;i>mcnti;  u  hich 
should  prevent  my  taking;  a  share  in  such  tlovernment.  1  went  to 
Lord  J^n«downi>  und  tuld  him  what  lind  taki'ii  place  iK-tnecn  niY<«clf 
and  the  Duke  of  Wellinnriun.  Nut  knowing  whut  wa^  the  Dnku'a 
intention,  J  implored  Lord  Lnnsdowne,  that  if  any  cfmnnunicatinu 
should  he  maile  lo  him  fmni  the  Duke,  he  would  t-unNiderM-ell  hefore 
he  ne<;alivcd  the  proposition.  From  what  pait!H.'d,  I  had  ien.«un  to 
apprehend  that  tf  any  commnnicatinn  weru  made  to  Ltird  LtinsdoMni*, 
he  would  feci  himself  under  inMiperahlc  difficulties  in  accepting  it; 
and  I  felt  tha  it  would  drpi-nd  on  the  nuture  of  thtit  communication, 
and  on  the  principles  which  should  he  udopled,  whellier  I  should  uot 
pt4rMUi  )he  aajac  coun«.    A»l  iuid  no. hand  ia  fanning  the  Adniiaia* 
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irntion,  I  dn  not  know  wby  tlic  Duke  of  Wellin|^o  went  lo  oao  indi- 
vicluttl   and  not  to  Another.      H In  Grace  made,  howcvpr^  an  oficrto 
I>nril  rnrtitili'  to  n^niaiu  in  tbe  councibt  of  the  couotrVf  in  tbe  oftre 
whi<^h  he  then  filled.     Lord  Cu-li»le,  bavin);  from    his  owliwt  ip- 
pcftTftnce  in  public  life  scted  with  hia  party,  intiraatod  that  h«  could 
not  remain  unlojta  thty  alju  remained.     Undor  the  circaiz»taiicei,  1 
fthould  havv>  acted  in  a  similar  manner.     But  1  am  not  in  IkoM  or- 
cumstances.      If   1  may  use  the   U>ruu)   bcUcr   forffotten,  I   migbl 
say  I  Dcver  did  belong  to  tbe  Whig  party.     Had  1  ibcn  retired — all 
other  rautters  being  satisfactorily  arrangtid — becanac  tike   WhigaitK 
tired,  I  nhould  have  been  idcTitifivd   with  a  party  to  which  I  did  n«l 
belong.    At  the  name  time  I  mu»t  say,  that  there  aru  nu  two  nun  in 
the  country  with  whom  I  ihould  feel  more  proud  and  happy  to  art, 
than  Lord  Lnn^downc  and  Lord  CarliBle. 

In  my  inturvipw!i  wiih  tJit'Diiki!  of  \V'elUngtuO|  1  fctt  in\s«lf  callrd 
upitn  ti)  look  to  threti  Ihings^first,   to  meaaores;  secondly,  ti>  ike 
giianintec*  fur  ihuBc  niea&urea ;  and  thirdly,  what  I  have  aa  mocli 
at  heart  as  any  thing  eUe,  that  nothing  should  be  done  by  me  iacoa- 
sistcnt   with   my  attarhmpnt  and    fidelity    to   my   lamented    friend, 
Mr.  Canning,    At  to  measures,  I  first  tnnked  naturally  to  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  country,   and   I    Iwiked  also   lo  the   commerro,   llw 
iulenial  industry,  and  the  colonial  interests  of  the  eouatry.     I  «aa 
also  hound  to  see  that  that  qticxtjon,  whicli^  with  whatever  dUTprenea 
of  opinion  there  might  he  upon  it,  I  think  of  vuiit  importance  to  the 
permanent  peace  and  security  id'  the  country,  and   lo  its  streogtb  ia 
war— I  mean  the  Catholio  question— «hua Id  stand  unprcjudicivd  ia 
the*  new  arrangement. 

If  any  man  can  doubt  my  sincerity,  let  him  look  at  soch  taeum* 
Lard  Dudley,  Lord  pHluiei-Htun,  Mr.  Grsnt,  and  Mr.  Lamb,  wkva 
rotitinuance  in  office  is  the  most  satisfactory  of  all  gtiarant«^«9,  Ifaii 
ihe  gfoeml  principles  of  our  foreign  policy  and  LMnunivrcial  *yftl«p 
would  remain  unchanged,  and  thm  Ireland  would  b<r  ^tiverucd  villi 
(lie  strictest  impartiality  in  respect  to  the  (Jutliolic  que^tioD. 

Without  overrating  any  little  confidence  which  the  countty  ini|ptillie 
diM|Miscd  Ut  place  in  me,  I  »uy»  thai  if  I  and  my  friends  had  rutir«d,  tl» 
Odvernnient  would  have  been  less  powerful,  than  il  was  Likely  lo  be  by 
the  fusion  which  baa  taken  place.  These  are  consideration*  wki<h 
every  public  man  is  bound  to  attend  to.  1  am  not  sure,  for  i  oataDcc,  tiui 
if  Ihe  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  this  country  had  tievn  changrd, 
the  rt)nHrr|iien(-e  might  not  liaye  been  such  a  uiikapprchcbt^iuu  as  migkl 
have  led  to  u  serious  misuudcrsUtultttf,  U.  not  to  vr»r  ia  Europe 
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T  now  como  to  tiift  qnettiatiB  which  have  1>e«n  pot  by  my  honour- 
able frit-ntl  Mr.  Currte :  and  first,  with  regard  to  tlie  f'um  Bill. 
I'hi*  is,  nn  doabt,  a  difficult  and  conipHratcd  qaestion,  hut  it  t-imost 
awiuredly  my  intention  to  adhere  to  the  principloi  nf  the  Com  Bill 
of  la«t  year,  and  to  rapport  tuch  a  hilt  u  will  natiofy  the  just  wishes  nf 
the  rniintTT,  and  at  the  same  time  n<>t  projiidico  the  lawful  interest 
of  thp  landowners.  Kurlher  than  this  1  con  ni)t  now  in  prudence  «ay. 
Id  respect  to  the  Assened  taxes  I  may  state  that,  in  the  year  1824,  an 
attempt  was  made  hy  the  Chancellor  of  the  RxchtHfuer  to  intmdm'c 
one  rule  fur  levying  thtne  taxes  throughout  the  kingdom.  So  active 
an  oppoMition  was  raised  to  t)iat  proposal,  that  the  measure  was  aban- 
doned, though  the  principle  was  still  held  to  be  ^uml,  and  I  shall 
rertoinly  feel  it  my  duly  to  brin^  the  subject  under  cnnaideratton  of 
(lovemment,  to  obtain  an  equalisation  of  the  assessments.  In  re;;nrd 
to  the  Kinance  Committee,  it  will  he  one  of  the  6rst  duties  which  will 
devolve  upon  me,  if  I  shall  hnvc  the  honoor  to  be  returned  by  ytm  to 
Parliament,  to  yi^^  my  vdte  for  the  formation  of  f>uch  a  Committer; 
and  to  take  care,  in  conjunetion  with  my  collcaf^os,  und  especially 
Mr.  Peel,  that  the  members  of  it  arc  st-lccUil  from  all  the  ^eat 
parlies,  lookinf^  only  (u  lhn«c  who  have  shown  the  greatest  aptitude  for 
burliness,  the  greatest  attention  to  the  public  interest,  and  the  greatest 
de«ire  tobrinff  down  the  expenditure  of  the  country  to  thelnwett  ptis- 
sible  amount  consistent  with  the  puhlic  interest,  the  national  honour, 
and  the  safety  nf  our  foreif^  possessions. 

My  hnmmrahle  friend  who  seconded  the  nominalion  bos  alluded 
to  the  two  subjects  of  the  renewal  of  the  charters  of  the  Xwn  im* 
porlant  companies,  the  EiL<it-IndiaCompany  and  the  Bank  of  Knglaiid. 
To  these  subjects  I  shall  endeavour  to  apply  the  general  principles 
which  I  have  long  professed,  at  Ihc  same  time  considerinit  tlie  claims 
which  those  groat  companies  fairly  have  upon  the  country.  I  am 
strongly  nppoficd  to  monopolies  of  any  kind,  and  think  it  highly  proper 
(hat  institutions  which  have  risen  up  under  different  circuiiislances, 
iihniild  undergo  a  modification  suited  to  the  i-hangitigcir<.'un)stanccs  of 
(he  coitntn,';  and  that  the  immense  capital,  skill,  and  intelligence  oS 
Iho  people  should  have  a  fair  field  for  their  cmplu)-nient. 

I  fear  1  hare  detained  you  fur  too  long,  but  it  is  much  licttcr  that 
I  should  trespass  on  your  patience,  than  thai  I  almald  labour  under 
asnspieion  uf  having  violated  my  prineiplcs.  I  am  now  in  an  ad- 
vanced period  of  a  life  sjH'nt  diligenlly  and  laboriously  in  making 
niyitolf  useful  to  the  nation  to  which  I  U-loug.  I  have  endeavoured, 
whenever  it  was  in  my  power,  and  especially  since  the  cooctusiun  of 
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ilto  war,  TD  aflvbnc<*,  eT>i]uiilIy.  tlio  ioCerMtfl  of  th«  country*  nnt  hf 
riuth  iniioration,  hut  t»y  wciidv  iinti  »o1mt  iiiiproviMiicut.  There  n* 
main  ntill  error*  to  trorrpcl.  and  impi^rffction*  lo  pntlintc  nr  rvuiov*. 
I  khall  bear  In  vk'V  Ihe  priuciples  by  whieli  1  liJivo  hitherto  brrn 
^veat)«d.  If  I  am  vuecenful,  ]  truirt  I  shall  not  furlvii  yonr  gpoi 
opinion :  if  I  fail,  it  i^  only,  bccaa^e  failutv  is  inciflrnl  lo  hiuaan 
infiniiilv.  It  in  not  inv  il(>fiirc  to  wJtbdruw  now  fnxii  (he  piililic«rrvicr, 
if  it  be  t)inu^h(  that,  fruni  niv  long  uxpo^ienc«^  auid  habits  of  buAiuenH, 
I  may  be  of  any  utility  to  llie  country;  but  if  I  remain  iu  ofl&r^ 
I  Khali  pursue  the  »amo  ti»ur^e  of  public  duty  by  wlueh  I  faaie 
hitliertu  beeu  ffuitlvd,  reKardleu  vf  the  clamour  uml  ubliK^uy  wbittfa 
have  been  cart  upon  m«, 

1  bare  only  one  word  more  In  *ay  to  )'nu.  I  truat  that,  aiii« 
the  many  public  avocationn  ubich  cluini  my  time  and  uticntiun,  I-' 
have  nut  been  unnecessarily  detiri«nt  in  attention  to  your  local  coo^- 
corny,  and  to  the  ^rcat  interc*ti  which  connect  the  lacal  iuiprote- 
raentA  of  the  town  with  the  general  interest*  of  the  eountrj'.  I  Karv 
endeavoured,  an  far  aa  was  cotuistpnt  with  my  priucipU'*  and  duty, 
to  follow  up  the  news  which  you  yourselvefit  entertain.  I  shall  con* 
tinue  ao  to  do  whiUt  you  honour  me  witJi  a  cunltQuance  of  yoai 
cimfideDCei  with  the  name  impartiality  [  have  bilherto  endeavtmrrd 
lo  prcaorve;  nnd  I  trugt,  with  the  diligence  and  aMJduity  and  ii«m»(- 
anco  of  my  honounible  frit-nil,  Mr.  Wui  new  right,  to  whom  you  Ihit« 
coniuiitlL>d  tho  t»!*k  of  MMNtin^  me,  thut  1  Khali  continue  todi«rbare4 
my  duty.  I  have  only  to  thanV  you  fur  the  patirin'e  with  which  vna 
have  listened  to  me.  How  fur  my  uddreiu  may  besatiRfiictur\~,  1  fmi- 
not  aniicipute;  but  If  I  have  foHcited  my  claim  to  your  rnnfide«ie« 
nnd  ftiip|iort,  however  ninrtifird  I  may  l»e  at  the  circumrtwicp,  1  dwU 
withdraw  firom  public  life,  and  enjoy,  in  retirement,  iKe  (»pportJi nHt 
of  rc«-overiiig  thai  hi-alih,  whi<-b  my  honourable  fritmd,  Mr,  Ciuri% 
has  been  kind  enough  lo  wish  me.  » 

After  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shepherd  had  ud<lroadvd  ilt«  lueviiu};  utd 
nominated  Lord  Mol}'neux,  and  Culuncl  NVilliams  hud  accundtd 

the  nninination, 


^^^1  Mr.  Ut;tiKi8$oN  ngoin  came  forward,  and  said: — 

Gentlemen: — I  ^hall  not,  I  IruRt,  be  considered  tt»  olitriidinp  f»«~ 
your  iDduIgence,  if  1  exercise  th<i  ri^lit  which  1  clniiiit-^,  at  thn  l-uiu> 
menccment  of  lliojn!  procvi.<dinpi,  to  reply  to  any  trcnll«iiuaii  wha 
luigbl  addrcH  you,  L'spccially  after  the  obaervutions  which  have  been 
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rriKite  hv  the  two  ^ntlprntFti  whmn  1   n)ri«t  mn«i<lor  mr  nppnnenbt. 
I  hikvp  the  iiH>rc  Tt'OMriii  for  hnptn^  ihut  itiv  reply  nvoA  nut  drtkin  yno 
loRf^,  u  the  ^uiUnt  colonel  baK  l>een  plcnwd  to  dewi^otc  the  nnmU 
n&tum  of  another  cnuilidnti*  hy   liU  rcvrrmd  friend,  ■  farce.     The 
rin-ercnd  c^cntlomtin  wis  very  luvure  on  my  noble  friend  at  the  head 
iif  the  pre*H  lit  ndiiiini»ti-atirtn,  fur  having  oner,  prohubly  mudvcrlently, 
made  use  of  tlic  name  expreMion;  hut  i  did  not  expect  that  the  irrnl* 
lant  (M)lnnel  would  rettim  (ho  compliment,  by  telling  him  that  thu 
pfoeeedtng**  of  ihin  tneetini;,  and  the  nominalinn  n-liirh  ho  bad  pro- 
posed to  the  freerot-n,  wna  no  much  wa^te  nf  time  and  a  mem  eniptr 
faree.     I  must  oonpratolaie  thPM*  two  hrothert  of  reform,  who  han 
BO  nften  drawn  togetlier  with  the  utmost  cordiality  on  former  nccm* 
alom,  on  the  diffi^rpnL'e  in  the  viown  which  lltev  have  taken  on  poli* 
ti<^al  suhjeet*  to-day.     So  fur  pro|rre««  ha*  been  made  in  refomiinu 
the  rtrvorend  f^>ntlpnian  fmt»  hinnpf  error,  ai  regard*  the  ■•onaii< 
tiltlim  of  this  oountry.     Ilifl  honourable  friend  tmma  to  fanv  n»- 
I^Mdtho  fifood  old  radical  principle*  on  whii-h  he  and  the  reverend 
ipMMtenian  formerly  octed.     My   honourBblo   and   lamented  friend, 
to-^day  the  ohjert  of  *o  much  eulofry  on  the  part  of  the  revprend 
l^ntloman,  W8«,  at  nne  time,  juict  oa  much  the  object  of  his  imii|inring; 
'•ciMurv  and  ohjurfj^ation.     ]  certainly  did  consider  the  reverend  f^tn- 
tloman  at  much  a  champion  of  radical  n-fonti  am  the  pliant  colonel, 
ihnu|^b  he  »eenvt  not  now  to  oarr>'  hi*)  principles  to  the  same  exh^nt. 
Ic  i*  plfBRHnl,  indeed,  to  think,  that  there  anr  iihadcH  of  difference  bc- 
•WMO  these  gentlemen.     I'hus  the  {gallant  colonel,  who  has  juat  ad- 
ed  vim,  Would  nut  auffer  a  minivter  of  the  Crown  to  unjoy  a  xeat 
in  eitlier  Uouko  of  Parliament,  a  custi^m  which  he  conRiderti  hii;hly 
imcon»tttultonal.     ]  should  be  icaatiiig;  the  time  of  ilie  meettnf;  wvre 
I  to  discuss  the  doctrine  which  the  pliant  colonel  has  laid  down, 
that  no  person  holdin|r  a  situation  under  the  Crown  oufflit  tn  iit  in 
Partiatiieut.— {Colonel  Williams — **  It  is  the  liingiia|rc  of  the  act  of 
Parliament."] — I  will  not  tttup  to  quamd  ulwut  the  fact  asserted  by 
the  honourable  fifcntleman.     U  cannot  be  the  spirit  and  true  moaning: 
of  the  low.     The  honouraldc  colonel  has,  very  little  to  the  purpfwiu 
of  the  preMint  meelin^,  ^onu  back  to  thoM;  lamentable  times  in  which 
no  man's  family  waa  safe  in  hi*  horn*©,  no  property  wo»  secure,  m) 
pencefnl  industry  rerlain  of  being  protected  ag:Btn^l  the  interruptions 
of  lawU'!^  viidonee ;  and  he  denounces,  as  acts  of  tyranny,   thow 
measures  bnm^ht  for^t-ard  b)'^a  lato  noble  frienif  of  mine,  to  correct 
those  moDatrouB  ertis,  and  char»cteri»es  that  uoble  person  and  my 
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iMMiii.    Dot*  if  Actfr  W  aay  bub  «bo  rrcotWai  llit  vM* 
cBBKyy^yiiiUiilii  l819.Wfat»  Aww  Brts  wm  |wm< ttd  c«i^ 
pant  it  inA  «te  il  m  m  foot  vhort  «■**»"•>»■  «AenrarA^  win  tWy 
WJ  ttsrBfd  a  JiIbIwI  faopla  Cram  tke  iafticnce  of  ao  hii  lafnij 
pna*  I  vfl  OT  that  Hw  aaa  wbo  4efiberawly  atals  cte  i&m  «»- 
iHw  «vf«  Bat  aiiBwaij,  saat  hmn  a  Bu»d  diflenndy  c^ml^tmd 
iraat  aaBcv  ar  hwC  kan  loalccd  to  i-mqIIi  wfairli  I  vill  aol  fcwjfc. 
I  Aimk  tWl  iW  rv*mai  fcinlliMia  «a  a*  noeli  an  Mi|wnmu  if  ihr 
■BMns  tovUdi  1  fder  V  Ihe  ffdiaatt  eotoael;  bMaitfwmmad 
fnil^MB  haa,  aa  Aa  piarirt  aeoaMon,  cajofrucd  cneof  tWafcat 
rf^aaaanaiiiit  aa4  ka«  lawiati I  that  k«  19  nut  aUre  la  Wvte 
yiawii,  I  bbM  iafer  Ikat  the  mtuwl  |mit>FiBiD  hv  «i«cr  ^i  <• 
(«•<  Iwt^  to  faBoB  a  Afcnot  Mfcaal  of  poditMB  firiM  tkflt  b  «*U 
tkc  i^dbait  caloaat,  Biifc  aan  n— niiteacy,  ■^wt  to  ka>v  pownt 
Ur  kas  becB  aa  afipvsticc-,  if  I  anTBactbe  1  nwiim,  m  a»  rf 
•  WhigB^  apon  vfcoae  toiiapaicd  vin*  W  %a» 
■  aiHriBBai  yoo  ta-aay.    Taaanvrftihiak 
itokiBo«aWaBll,lhtnfcnBdgcnlleBiaaBmft  batnrivm^v 
I  an  Mliafied  that  if  Mr.  Ut48,  «f  v-kaae  v«>ri»  ■ 
waUwigiuy  I  W^  Wvd  w  wadt,  bad  b««D  awan  of  tl»  fe^  li 
vaaM  aaaa  Mvoaafijaa  laa  nrnma  p*****"*aB  aa  aa  aaan^frv  to 
tlwaeaiBaai^arf  ;  lca*ia^  to  tbcrcrmesd  pratlc^Ma  to  iBaeri^aaa 
Ike  cktfire.     And    1  aa  roBraKcd,  ahoaSd  tih«  c^w  W  «dUM 
lo  dM  tvchr*  jodgce,  tbqr  -mmAA  ikaak  it  one  sa  afcht  iWv  M 
btng  irroaadi  far  eoaAwm'm^  the  ■■■iiaMii  iil.  tfc^  m  ^affaf  fc 
athercawa  of  appf«ntkc«hip  wbirh  are  to  be  ruijiij  IW-^bt^ 
ciaioa  froai  tius  town.     Nov^  in  thia  ocv  cbarartcr^  llba  tmvi^ 
gvntleoiaB  hai  forgotten  many  of  iKa  irrrirnatmacc*  a^tbv  caatraltft 
k«  allowed.   UeaslcBiae,  whecberX  doaot  recollrct  ib*«vdtaah.fc 
mUiaocc,  die  aaecra,  with  wfai«h  I  vm  anaOcvl  bv  &v  Cltaal^L 
on  the  oecasioo  of  my  introdocinf  the  SUk  billf  Tob*^Ba-1it 
Bat  who  were  the  other  parfies  wbo  oppoM^  thm  toi^iBraf  H^  A 
H'ilUaou,  the  aieinbcT  for  LtondD.  ooe  of  tkoaa  C^m  TaffM,0t 
is  the  fKhion  tn  call  them?     Wat  Mr.  Bu-um^^    |^   ^a^m^ 
TaaDloD.  anodier  of  those  CUra  Tories  f    Was  Ur.  BI5c«,  fr^^* 
ber  fur  Coreotr^',  who  I  know  acted  undrr  tb«  liBBTKti^Brftt 
cficulitDefitXf  alflu  an   tltra  Tory?    The  kaa«Miy»bla    aad  !««*■' 
gcnllemaa  »)-«,  b«  ia  very  aaxiuus  to  vara  me  oi  tf^e  meA^^ 
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situation  tn  wliicb  I  am  placed.  1  hope  I  am  old  enoogh  to  take  ran 
of  mpeir,  I  trual  that  liu  will  allow  me  tu  take  niy  own  cbnracler 
into  my  own  keeping.  1  am  siirc  I  cannot  commit  it  tu  the  joint  keep- 
ing of  himnvlf  and  his  gmlloiit  friend;  for,  since  the  oew  light*  which 
have  bunt  on  the  revereod  gentieman,  they  differ  too  much  on  public 
matters  to  agree  iu  the  management  uf  iuch  a  trust.  But  he  alludes 
lo  a  paragraph  in  anempaper,  and  charges  tJic  prcsout  (Jovemmcnt 
with  interfering  tJ>  change  Uk  editor,  1  deny  tlic  fact,  bo  it  aiaertfid 
by  wfai>  it  may.  No  member  uf  his  Majesty's  cabinet  had  coniuiunira- 
tiun,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  wilii  the  party  prefeniiigthiii  com- 
pUint,  In  tite  effect  which  has  been  stated. 

The  reverend  gentJemau,  in  a  speech  which  becmnic  hi*  calling, 
which  became,  itill  more^  his  yean,  and  which  was  rendered  pecu- 
liarly impresAtra  by  his  referring,  more  than  unce,  tii  the  sHcred 
volume,  has  arraigned  mc  fur  the  unchriiitiuu  offence  nf  a  relenting 
diRpusition;  for  having  to  entirely  forgotten  tlie  precepts  uf  the  re* 
Ijgion  which  we  buth  profesM,  as  U»  think  that  personal  diffcrencioH,  if 
they  have  existed,  ami  the  resentmcuts  of  party,  ought  not  to  be 
cteniol.  I  am  tt>Id  that  I  have  united  niyself  with  the  bitter  peraunal 
eneoiics  of  Mr.  Canning.  Why  dues  nut  the  reverend  gentleman  tell 
ua  by  name  who  they  are?  Will  the  reverend  gentleman  show  mc 
an  instance  in  which  public  men,  acting  upon  his  doctrines,  have 
cherished  and  perpetuated  those  pbuUilionsiif  mumentary  warmth,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  future  co-operation  in  the  public  senicc.  But 
what  are  the  grounds  uf  tliia  trrucuncileable  difference  iu  the  present 
instance  P  Does  he  allude  to  Mr.  Peel  ?  Why,  Mr.  Brougham,  I  l>c- 
liuve,  mice  said^  that  if  he  and  Mr.  Peel  were  questiuneil  separately 
upon  fifty  different  poinL<»  of  national  concernn,  their  answers  would, 
probahly,  agree  in  fbrty-uinc.  Why,  then,  should  I  differ  &om  Air. 
Peel  more  tlian  Mr.  Bruughara  ?  There  is  one  question  on  which  I 
lament  to  differ  tirom  my  right  honourable  friend ;  but  1  du  say.  that 
during  the  whole  time  in  which  I  acted  with  Mr.  Peel  irt  Lord  Liver- 
pmil's  administration,  there  never  was  a  uieusure  which  I  bad  oc-easiuR 
tu  bring  forward,  in  which  I  bed  not  tjio  good  fortune  to  be  supported 
by  htm,  nut  coldly  and  relunctantly.  but  with  a  zealons  and  cordial 
feeling  uf  cu-uperatiou.  Why.  therefure,  should  1,  who  have  never 
had  any  personal  diflerencc  with  Mr.  Peel,  refuse  tu  co-operate  with 
hint.  I'ltcn  again,  with  resptf:t  ti>the  Duko  of  Wellington.  If  thora 
was  something  which  prevented  the  noble  Duke  from  acting  with  Mr. 
Canning,  it  arose,  I  really  believe,  from  an  unfortunate  misunder- 
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stuiMlinp-  It  hud  nn  heurin(r  im  grvnt  public  i{ap*tiom,  idJ  4iAwt 
prvrciit  Mr.  Canning  fruio  lulviiiin^  hia  Sorerpifrn*  nAcr  the  famBliw 
of  hU  kdmiDi^U-sliitn,  ft)>»io  ti>  pfe«R  the  nuble  Duke  lo 
cummtuKl  of  llic  nnny.  1  bnvc  had  Uie  timiuur  of  ■  »eal  f«- 
yeuv  in  the  f>nuic  cubint't  with  thai  disli'n^U^ed  indi<*tduaJ.  \i  h 
not  true,  it  i»  tlio  v*iry  rerenc  of  trulb  to  affirm,  that  he  |pn*  bbm- 
sUint  and  vexatious  op]>ositinn  to  thuse  uieaattre*  wbicb  it  Kway 
puHlitrduty  In  hrint;;  fomard,  and  of  which  PoHiantent  ■odUieeaa*^ 
have  ap^irutt-d.  ^V'ith  rrapect  Ut  the  furpiiiii  policT  of  ^  CMotiy. 
there  never  wm  that  diffenifioe  which  lk«  rvreread  ifrnticaaaB  fi»- 
tnilously  UMuniL'A— if  there  had  bcon  auy  t  nhmild  have  konirnof  *- 
beltroeu  Mr.  Canning  nnd  the  Duke  of  Welliiif^^tmi.  Au-ot,  thmiim, 
with  those  ubjectioDS  almut  my  haviiifr  rnnnccted  m\-se]f  mA^ 
ri'vilert  aud  rilifiers  tit  the  pulilic  amwiirc*  of  Mr.  Cafrainfr*  «l»^ 
would  have  been,  in  fact,  to  revile  a&d  vilify-  ihp  Gcn-erniurni  af  aliift 
they  tliemcelves  fonncd  ii  part.  I  know  the  wanutb  uf  pan;  fafef 
Olid  of  H  party  spirit. 

It  has  heeu  my  ^wid  fortune  not  lo  he  wstnueh  mixed  nn  vilh  list 
lieats  uud  disacnstnot,  m  other  and  greater  men  nk**  iihXTtJ^Bm* 
more  Urading  port  in  parliuiientary  flrife.  I  do  not  tranMH«r  ■■ril 
tied  down  )>y  hercditRr>'  diHtincrions,  Whit;' or  Tory,  t  han  i>AK4 
toiurh  meuRurei:  aa  appeared  to  nie  calcalated  to  prunM4«-  t^f^Jk 
welfare.  For  Kome  of  these  measures,  it  kaa  been  nv  ffood  te«a»# 
obtain  auppnrt  from  bnih  partie*.  Rat>  if  ever  ther«  traa  «  pntri  *i 
who  would  have  allowed  personal  diflerent'<<9  to  apmnum  at  ■■  «fl^ 
bur  to  hi«»en'ine;lhc  Crown,  jointly  witlichofti-  whom,  a 
eirrumslanecR,  he  had  been  Tn%'olvt*d  in  those  difterancva,  ibt 
wa.t  not  Mr.  Canninp;  and  I  am  at  a  Iuks  tn  undenAasd.! 
aueli  dit1erenL<e»  to  huveexiKti'd  in  niy  ease,  wbtoh  1  dcnr,  vbyA'F 
wcn^  111  prevent  me,  the  grntindit  of  them  being'  allnwed,  fnm  M^t 
an  offiee  to  which  1  bnTO  been  called  by  the  conoaand*  tif  mt  tfi^ 
rei||^,  when  there  appeared  to  me  tn  exist  iio  call  of  paa^ri^ 
public  duly,  which  mode  it  neceasar^-  for  me  to  rtn^uurt  tw  brt  r^'ft 
in  that  rcKpei^t. 

With  reaprct  to  the  inlerpoaition  of  the  UiiU:>>ii  Ctarfminnu  ww 
affaim  of  Portn^l,  which  ha?  been  adverted  lo,  wmm  tool  the  P^^ 
Wellington  a  ^hurcr  in  the  I'OunL'iifl  which  ud\  t!<c^l  tbat  itoliihii^* 
titit,  ffay  my  opponentn,  did  he  not  ehow  hituhclt  ibe  vbpstW 
frcedtmi,  when,  being  in  France,  he  refuacd  to  intrrfvtv  ta  pf**^ 
the  musftcre  of  the  Proteslanta  at  Nismea  ?     Wb%-,  iS  hv  bad**' 
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.ttrpoic4  with  K  purrly  doniratic  tnitiwu;tinn,  witleb  concerned  tho 
iotomal  uikI  tiiuiiicipiil  Adtniriifttration  of  ttie  French  (iuvcmmeat, 
would  lie  not  have  ruiittMl  in  Kntncu  a  t^pirit  f>f  rMutance  ■g^itut  luoli 
dirUitiitn;  a  8]]irit  which  wiiuld  have  mused  the  lamest,  much  more 
th«  proudertf  nBtiun  of  Europd  ?  Acting'  tin  such  %  principle,  France, 
Cathulic  France,  mig^ht  interfere  in  the  aJHiirH  uf  the  SiiitiT  Kiitgihim, 
tke  feudx  lit'  whoMU  inhabitaiitf  loo  freijuently  sprinj^  frnm  rcliginu« 
idiffrrcnceii.  Such  u  not  thu  object  of  British  interferoncr.  i>iir 
prinriplu  iti  nut  to  intcrtneddle  in  tfao  interna)  or  duinesttc  affain*  of 
any  country.  The  principle  which  should  regulate  British  iotvr- 
fervnct»,  i«  that  of  keepin(;  the  MeTcral  powers  within  the  limitfi  Rettlod 
at  the  pacificatiun  of  Korope^  and  tu  prcveut  by  uuuiiael,  goixl  otfireH, 
and,  if  necetmary  (and  only  sk  far  as  nccmsar)*),  by  our  interpu^itton, 
a  recurrence  <if'  luch  a  coUUion  as  mi^'ht  again  cover  Europe  trith 
lilood»hcd  and  de»olat)OD. 

\V'hen,  tta  in  the  cane  of  Portujfal^  wo  are  called  upim  to  interfere 
in  the  di<tchar);e  of  the  obligiiti<iii!i  of  a  trcatVi  if  that  interference  bi* 
incidentally  calleil  forth  in  nupport  of  free  institution>t,  ao  much  the 
belter*  The  principle  and  justificatiun  of  our  interference  iu  the 
aHitini  of  (irerct*  were,  in  like  manner,  to  prevent  cootlictions  which 
rai|;hl  lead  tu  niisnndeni>tanding!i,  and  derange  the  repofto  of  Europe. 
But,  in  the  fair  execution  of  that  policy,  we  are  nut  juiitiBcd  in  inter- 
podinK  in  the  internal  conoemn  of  other  countrien.  A  fcreat  power 
like  Kn^land  cannot  so  intcrfi-rr  without  rinlutinff  the  soundcHt  prin> 
cipleri  of  intuniationol  law,  and  thereby  risking  the  looa  of  that  lofty 
•tatinn,  and  thai  commanding;  inftoenci*,  which  nbe  h««  at?quircd,  by 
suotiiininfr  a  character  for  impartiality  and  juKlice,  anionf;  the  powers 
of  Knn*pi>,  luid  whteh,  I  trunl,  as  btuf^  us  I  have  a  sliure  iu  the  coun- 
cils of  the  countT)',  it  •hall  never  be  naid  that  I  contributcti  ki  cause 
her  to  loAc. 

I  molt  now  leave  it  to  the  good  taste  of  the  reverend  gentleman  to 
decide  wbethvr  he  will  pemiiit  in  ileniandi»|r  a  poll,  unlewt  be  ha« 
reason  to  believe  that  the  de»erviDg  nobleman  whom  he  bait  put  in 
itominativn  ia  denirous  to  become  a  candidate. 

After  pa>iu(f  Aome  compliments  to  the  character  of  the  noble  lord 
whom  Mr.  Shepherd  bad  nominated,  Air.  IIui<>ki»F>on  concluded  his 
reply  bmidst  Loud  and  lon^  continued  cheers.  No  poll  baring  Ihmjd 
demanded  by  the  reverend  gentleman  who  nominated  Lnird  Mutyneui, 
the  opinion  of  the  meeting  wsd  taken  by  a  show  of  handfl,  which,  with 
tiie  exception  of  throe  or  four  individuals,  was  uaaniuioualy  iu  favour 
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of  Mr.  HotldMoo,— a  circDmttance  nnprMedented  in  dw  unnlviyr 
Liverpool  elections.  Tlie  right  honoanUe  gentlemtB  sftenrBrda 
briefly  returned  thanks,  and  took  leave  of  the  bai^eMe«»  aNurinir 
them,  that  his  retam  to  London  being-  an  object  of  the  most  presMng 
necessity,  he  hoped  his  hasty  departnre  would  not  be  const med  as 
indicative  of  any  want  of  personal  courtesy  to  them  individually. 
After  giving  the  right  honourable  gentleman  nine  hearty  cheers,  the 
meeting  separated. 


THE   KKI). 


LONDON: 

PKIirrn)   »T   J.    L.    cox,  GKKAT   QCHK    STRKIT, 

UocolnVlDD  FWdt. 


